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THE AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 

*.T BEING the fon of the Admiral Chriftopher Colon, a perfon worthy of eternal 
JL memory, who difcovered the Weft Indies, and having myfelf failed with him fome' 
time, it feerned to me but reafonable, that among other things I have writ, one and the 
chiefeft fhould be his life, and wonderful difeovery of the Weft Indies or New World; 
becaufe his great and continual fufferings, and the diftempenc he laboured uijder, did 
not aftaiv him time to form f , his notes and obfervations into a method fit for hiftory; 
yet wiowing tfyere were many others who had attempted this workH forbore, till read¬ 
ing their books I found in them, that which is ufual among hiftorians, viz. that they 
magnify fame things, leffen others, and fometjmes pafs that over in filence which they 
ought to give a very particular account of. For this reafon I refolved t<j undergo the 
labour of this talk, thinking it better I fhould lie under the cenfure my fkill and pre- 
( fumption fhall be fubje& to, than to fuffer the truth of Wiat relates to fo noble a perfon 
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to fie buried in oblivion. For it is my comfort, that if any fault be found in this my 
undertaking, it will not be that, which moil hiftorians are liable to, viz. that they know 
not the truth of what they writd;; for I promifc to compofe the hiftory of his fife of 
futh matter only as I find in his own gapers and letters, #»d of thofe panages of which 
I myfelf was an eye-witncfs. And whofoever {hall imagine that I add any thing of my 
own, may be affured I am fatis|ied I can reap no benefit thereby in the life to come; 
and that the reader alone will have the benefit of it, if it be capable of yielding any. 

The , author having given this account of himfelf I have not much to add, but to 
inform the reader before he enters upon the work, that in it he will find all the reafons 
which induced the admiral to fuch an undertaking ; he will fee how far he proceeded 
in perfon upon the difcovery in four feveral voyages he made ; how great and honour¬ 
able the articles were upon which he entered upon the difcovery, and which were after¬ 
wards confirmed to him by thofe two famous Princes, King Ferdinand and Queen 
Ifabttl, or Elizabeth ; how bafely they were all violated, and ha, after fuch unparalleled 
Cervices, moil inhumanly treated ; how far he fettled the affairs 6f the iiland Hifpaniola, 
the firft place the Spaniards planted in ; what care he took that the Indians fhould not 
be oppreffed, but rather by good ufage and example prevailed upon to embrace the 
Catholic faith ; alfo the cuftoms and manners of the Indians ; their opinions and prac¬ 
tice as to religious worfhip ; and, in a word, all that can be expected in a work of this 
nature, the foundation thereof was laid by fo great a man as was the admiral, and 
finifhed by his own fon, who had ail the education that could contribute to make him 
capable of writing fo notable a fife; 


THE DISCOVERY OF THE WEST INDIES, &c. &V. 

CHAP. I. — Of the Country , Original, and Name of Admiral Cbriflopbcr Colon. 

I T being a very material point in the hiftory of any man of note to make known 
his country and original, becaufe they are beft looked *upon who are born in 
noble cities and of illuftrious parents; therefore fome would have had me fpent my 
time in fhewing that the admiral vt'as honourably defeended, thougm his parents, 
through the peevifhnefs of fortune., were fallen into great poverty and want; and 
that I fhould have proved they were the offspring of that Junius Colon, of whom' 
Tacitus in his 12th book fays, that he brought King Mithridates prifoner to Rome ; , 
for which fervice the people afligned him the confular dignity, the eagle or ftandard, 
and confular court. And they would have me give a large account of thofe two illuf¬ 
trious Goloni his predecjffors, who, Sabellicus tells us, gained a mighty victory over the 
Venetians, as fhaii^be mentioned in the 5th chapter ; bUt I refufed to undertak'* that 
tafk, believing he was particularly chofen by Almighty Gbd for fo *g*eat an affair as 
that was he performed ; and becaufe he was to be fo trufy his apoftle as, in effect he 
proved it rfas his will he fhould in this part be like the others, who were called to 
make M§wr» his name from the fea and rivers, and not from courts and palaces, and 
to imitate himfelf, whofe progenitors being of the blood royal of Jerufalem, yet it ^leafed 
that his parents fhould ^ jt be much known. Therefore as God gave him all the 
'onal qualities for fuch an undertaking, fo he would have his country and original 
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more hid and obfcure. So it is that fome, who would call; a cloud upon his Fame, fay 
he was of Nervi, others of Cugureo, and others of Bugiefco, all fmall towns near the 
city of Genoa, and upon ifs coaft *. Others, who were for exalting of him, fay, he was 
a native of Savona, others of Genoa; others, snore vain, make him of Piacenza, ip 
which*city there are fome honourable perfons of *his family, and tombs with the arms 
and infcnptions of the family of Colombi, this being then the ufual furname of his pre- 
deceffors; though he, complying with the country whither he went to live, and begin 
a new ftate of life, modelled the word that it might be like the ancient, and dif- 
tinguilhed the direct from the collateral line, calling'himfelf Colon. This made me 
apt to believe, that as moft of his affairs were guarded by fome fpeciai providence, fo 
this very particular concerning his name and furname was not without lome my fiery. 
We may inftance many names which were given by fecret impulfe to denote the eff<?£ls 
thofe perfons were to, produce, as in his is foretold and expreffed the wonder he* per¬ 
formed. For if we look upon the common furname of his anceflors we may fay he 
was true Columbus, or'Columba, forafmuch as he conveyed the grace of the Holy 
Gholl into that new world which he difeovered, {hewing thofe people who knew him 
not, which was God’s beloved Son, as the Holy Ghoft did in the figure of a dove at 
St. John’s baptifm ; and becaufe he alfo carried the olive branch and oi| of baptifm 
dVef the waters of the ocean, like Noah’s dove, to denote the peace and union of 
thofe people with the church, after they had been (hut up in th^rk of darknefs and 
coiifufion. And the furname of Colon which" he revived was proper to him, which in 
Greek fignifies a member, that his proper name being Chriftopher, it might be known 
he was a member of Chrift, by whom falvation was to be conveyed to thofe people. 
Moreover if wc would bring his name to the Latin pronunciation, that is Chriflophorus 
Colonus; we may fay, that as St. Chriftopher is reported to have bore that name, 
becaufe he carried Chrift over the deep waters with great danger to himfelf, whence 
came the denomination of Chriftopher; and as he conveyed over the people whom 
no other could have been able to carry, fo the Admiral Chriftophorus Colonus, implor¬ 
ing the afliftance of Chrift in that dangerous paflage, went over fafe himfelf and 
his company, that thofe Indian nations might become citizens and inhabitants of 
the church triumphant in heaven ; for it is to be believed, that many fouls which the 
devil expe&ed to make a prey of, had they not paffed through the water of baptifm, 
were by him made inhabitants and dwellers in the eternal glory of heaven. 

• 

CHAP. II. —/Of the Admiral's Father t and> Mother, and their Quality , and of the falfc 
Account one JuJUniani gives of his Employ, before he had the Title of Admiral. 

NOT to go upon the etymology, derivation and meaning of the word admiral, but 
to return to the quality and perlons of his progenitors; 1 lay, that how confiderable 
foever they were, being reduced to poverty and want by the wars and factions in Lom¬ 
bardy, I do not find after what manner they lived; though the admiral himfelf in a letter 
fays that his anceftors and headways traded by fea. For my farther information in this 
partisflfer, as I paffed through Cugureo, I endeavoured to receive fome information 
from two brothers of theTloloni, who were the richeft in thofe parts, and reported to 
be fomewhat a-kin to him f but the youngeft of them being above one hundred years 
old, they could give me no account of this affair. Nor do I think that things any dif- 
honour to us who defeend from him, becaufe I think it better that all tide’honour be 

• 

* From an authentic record, in a law-fuit, we now know that .V? great Colon was bom at Ferrara. 
FJlalla , si. 258. ' 
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derived to us from his perfon, than to go about to enquire whether his father was a mer¬ 
chant or a man of quality that kept his hawks and hounds; whereas it is certain thdre 
have been a thoufand fuch in all parts, whofe memory was atterly loft in a very Ihort 
time among their neighbours and kindred, fo as it is not known whether there ever were 
any fuch men. But I am of opinion* that their nobility can add lefs luftre to me than 
the honour I receive from fuch a father. And fmce his own honourable exploits 
made him not ftand in need of the wealth of his predeccflcrs (who, notwithftanding 
their poverty, were not deftitute of virtue, but only-of fortune), he ought at leaft, by 
his naftve and worth, to have been raifed by authors above the rank of mechanics 
and handicrafts. Which yet, if any will affirm, grounding his afiertion on what one 
Auguftin Juftiniani writes in his chronicle; I fay, that I will not fet myfelf to deny it, 
begging time or means to prove the contrary by teftitnonials; for as much as Jufti- 
nianfs writing it does not make that to be looked upon as an article of faith, which is 
no longer in the memory of man; fo neither will it be thought undeniable, fhould I fay 
I received the contrary from a thoufand perfons. Nor will'I.fhew his falfchood by 
the hiftories others have writ of Chriftopher Colon, but *.by this fame author’s tefti- 
mony, and writing, in whom is verified the proverb, that “ Liars ought to have good 
memories,’! becaufe othenvife they contradict themfelves, as Juftiniani did in this cafe; 
faying in his comparifon of the four languages, upon that expreffion of the pfalm, in 
omncm terram cxivitfonus coturn, thelc very words: “ This Chriftopher Colon having 

in his tender years attained feme elements of learning, when he came to manly years 
applied himfelf to the art of navigation, and went to Lilbon, in Portugal, where he 
learned cofmography, taught him by a brothc- of his who there made fea-charts ; with 
which improvement, and difeduriing with thofe that failed to S. George de la Mira, 
in Afric, and his own .reading in cofmography, he entertained thoughts of failing to 
thofe countries he difeovered.” By which words it appears that he followed no me¬ 
chanic employment, or handicraft; fmce, lie (ays, he employed his childhood in learn¬ 
ing, his youth in navigation and cofmography, and his riper years in dilcoveries. Thus 
Juftiniani convinces himfelf of falfehood, and proves himfelf an inconfiderate, rafh, and 
malicious countryman : for when he (peaks of a renowned perfon who did fo much 
honour to his country, whofe hiftoriographer Juftiniani made himfelf, though the ad¬ 
miral’s parents had been very mean, it had been more decent to fpeak of his origin as 
other authors in the like cafe do, faying he was of low parentage, or come of very poor 
friends, than to ufe injurious words , as lie did in his pfalter and afterwards in his 
chronicle, falfely calling him a mr-li^iic. • And i’uppofing he had no^ contradi&ed 
himfelf, reafon itfelf made it appear # tha a man who had been employed in art manual, 
or handicraft, mud be born and grow old in it to become a perfect mafter; and thaf 
he would not from his youth have travelled fo many countries, a. alfo that he would 
not have attained fo much learning and knowledge, as his actions demonftrate he had; • 
especially in thofe four principal fciences required to perform what he did, which are 
aftrology, cofmography^ geometry and navigation. But it is no wonder that Juftiniani 
fhould dare to deliver an untruth in this particular, which is hidden, lince j$r a ffairs 
well known concefning his difeovery and navigation, he has inferted above a dozetf falfe- 
hoods in half a Iheet or paper in his pfalter, which I fhaU.briefly hint at, without ftay- 
ing to give him an anfwer, to avoid interrupting the feries of the hiftory; fmce by the 
very courfe t of it, and what others have writ on that fubjeft, the falfehood or his 
writing will be made out. The firft therefore was, that the admiral went to JLifbon 
to learn cofmography of a brother of his own that was theVe; which is quite contrary, t 
becaufe he lived in that citf before, and taught his brother what he knew* The ie-‘ 

cond 
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cond falfehood is, that at his firft coming into Caftile, their catholic majefties, Ferdi¬ 
nand and IfabeL, or Elizabeth, accepted of his propofal, after it had been feven years 
bandied about and reje&ed by all men. The third, that he fet out to difcover with 
two /hips, which is not true, for he had three caravals. The fourth, that his firft dif- 
covery Was Hifpaniola, and it was Guarahani, whiah the admiral called S. Salvador, 0/ 
*S. Saviour. The fifth, that the laid ifland Hifpaniola was inhabited by cannibals, that 
eat men’s flefli; and the truth is, the inhabitants of it were the belt people, and moft 
civilized of any in thofe parts. I'he fixth, that he took by force of arms the canoe, 
or Indian boat, he faw ; whereas it appears that he had no war that firft voyaga with 
any Indian, and continued in peace and amity with them till the day of his departure 
from Hifpaniola. The feventh, that he .returned by way of the Canary Hlands, which 
is not the proper way for thofe veffels to return. The eighth, that from the faid ifland 
he difpatched a meflenger to their majefties aforefaid ; whereas it is certain, that hewwas 
not firft at that ifland, as was obferved, and he himfelf was the meflenger. The 
ninth, that the fceond voyage he returned with twelve fhips ; and it is manifeft he had 
feventeen. The tenth, that h/<? arrived at Hifpaniola in twenty days, which is a very 
Ihort time to reach the near cl 1 iflands, and he performed it not in two months, and 
went to others much fa: her diftant. The eic\ enth, that he prefently made from Hif- 
paftiefia with two fhips, and it is known tlr re were three he took to go from Hifpa¬ 
niola to Cuba. Juf’hiiani’s twelfth falfehood is, that Hifpaniola j# four hours diftant 
from Spain, and the admiral reckons it above five. And farther, to add a thirteenth 
to the dozen, he fays, the weftern point of Cuba is fix hours diftant from Hifpaniola, 
making it further from Hifpaniola to Cuba than from Spain to Hispaniola. So that 
by his negligence and heedleflnefs in being well informed and writing the truth of thefe 
particulars, which are fo plain, we may plainly difeern what inquiry he made into that 
which was fo obfeure, wherein he contradicts himfelf, as has been made appear. But 
laying afide this controverfy, wherewith I believe 1 have by this time tired the reader, 
we will only add, that confidering the many miftakes and falfehoods found in the faid 
Juftiniani’s hiltory and pfalter, the fenate of Genoa has laid a penalty upon any perfon 
that Audi read or keep it; and has caui'ed it to be carefully fought out in all places it 
has been lent to, mat it may by public decree be deltroyed and utterly extinguiftied. 
1 will return to our main defign, concluding with this aftertion, that the admiral was 
a man of learning and g rtf at experience ; that he did not employ his time in handicraft 
or mechanic cxercifos, but in tch as becatne tit rramleur ami renown of his wonder¬ 
ful exploits; trad will conclude >1 chapto' it h feme words * taken out of a letter 
he writ himfelf to prince Joh \ of C.mile’s’mule, v-liij' are thefe. 

*. “ I am not the firft admiral of my family fi t the* giro me what name they pleafe; 
for when all is done, David, that moft pruucm Lr.g, was firft a fhepherd, and after¬ 
wards chofen King of Jerufalem, and 1 am Jervant to that fame Lord W'ho railed him 
to fuch dignity.” 

CHIAP. III. — Of the Admire?s Perfon, and what Sciences he learned. 

* 

THE admiral was well /hoped, and of a more than middling ftature, long vifaced, 
his cheeks fomewhat full, vet neither fat nor lean ; he had a hawk nofe, his eyes 
white, hiis complexion white, with a lovely red ; in his youth his hair was* fair, but 
when l>e came to thirty years of age, it all turned grey. lie was ulvfays tnodeft 
jtnd (paring in his eating, • drinking, and his d efs. Among ftrangers he was 
affable, and pleafant among his dotueftics, yet with nktfMty and an eafy gravity. 
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He was fo ftri& in religious matters, that For falling and faying all the idivine office 
he might be thought profeft in fome religious order. So great was his averfion to 
fwearing and curfing, that l proteft. I never heard him (wear any other oath but by 
S. Ferdinand; and when in the grtateft paffion with any body, he would vent his 
Ypleen by faying, “ God take you fbr doing or faying fo.” When he was to write, 
his way of trying his pen was by writing thefe words, Jefus cum Maria Jit nobis in via , 
and that in fuch a character,'as might very well ferve to get his bread. But palling by 
other particulars of his actions and manners, which may be mentioned at their proper 
time in the courfe of this hiftory, let us proceed to give an account to what fcience he 
moll addicted himfelf. In his tender years he applied himfelf fo much to ftudy at 
Pavia, as was fufficient to underltand cofmography; to which fort of reading he was 
much addicted, for which reafon he all’o applied himfelf to aftrology and geometry, 
becaufe thefe fciences are fo linked together that the one cannot fubfilt without the 
other •, and becaufe Ptolemy, in the beginning of his cofmography, fays that no man 
can be a good cofmographer unlefs he be a painter too, therefore he learned to draw, 
in order to deferibe lands, and fet down colrnographical bodies, planes or rounds. 

CHAP. IV. — How the Admiral employed himfelf before he came into Spain. 

THE admiral having gained fome infight in fciences, began to apply himfelf to the 
fea, and made fome voyages to the eaft and welt; of which, and many other things 
of thofe his ftrfl days, 1 have no perfect knowledge, becaufe he died at fuch time as 
I, being confined by filial duty, had not the boldnefs to alk him to give c an account of 
things; or, to fpeak the truth', being but young, 1 was at that time far from being 
troubled with fuch thoughts. But in a letter writ by him, in the year 1501, to their 
catholic majellies, to whom he durfl not have writ any thing but the truth, he has 
thefe following words :—“ Moll ferene princes; I went to fea very young, and have 
continued it to this day; and this art inclines thofe that follow it to be defirous to 
difeover the fecrets of this world. It is now forty years that I have been failing to all 
thofe parts, at prefent frequented ; and I have dealt and converfed with-wife people, 
as well clergy as laity, Latins, Greeks, Indians, and Moors, and many others of other 
fedls; and our Lord has been favourable to this my inclination, and I have received of 
him the fpirit of underltanding : he has made me very fkilfol in navigation, knowing 
enough in aftrology, and fo in geometry anJ arithmetic. God hath given me a genius 
and hands apt to draw this globe, and on it, the cities, rivers, illands and ports, all in 
their proper places. During tliis.litne I have feen, and endeavoured to fee all books 
of cofmography, hill . y, and pUiWophy, and of other fciences ; fo that our Lord has 
fenfibly opened try underft mding, to the end I may fail from hence to the Indies, and^ 
made me molt willing to ptu this in execution. Filled wi h this delire, 1 came to your 
highnefles. All that heard of my undertaking, rejected it with contempt and fcom. 
In your highnefles alone, faith and conftartcy had their feat.” In another letter, 
written from llifpanioia, in January 1495, to their catholic majellies, telling <Vm the 
errors and miftakes commonly made in voyages and pilotting, he fay% thus, “ It hap¬ 
pened to me that King Renee whom God has taken tq himfelf, fent to me to Tunis to 
take the ealeafle called Fernandina; and being near to the ifland of St. Peter by Sar¬ 
dinia, I vya^ told there were two Ihips and a barack with the faid galeaffe, which dif- 
compofed my men, and they refolved to go no farther, but to return to Marf&lles for 
another fljip and more men 4 and 1 perceiving there was no going againft their wills, 
without jRyme contrivance,' yielded to their defires, and changing the point of the needle. 
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fet fail when it was late,' and next morning at break of day we found onrfelves near 
Cape Cartegna, all aboard thinking we had certainly been failing for Marfeilles.” In 
the fame manner in a memorandum, or obfervation, he made to fhow that all the five 
zones are habitable, and proving it by experience *in navigation, he fays, “ In February. 
*1467,1 failed myfelf an hundred leagues beyond Thule (Ifeland), whofe northern part 
is feventy-three degrees diftant from the equinoctial, and not fixty-three degrees as 
fome will have it to be; nor does it lie upon the line where Ptolemy’s Weft begins, 
but much more to the weftwards; and to this ifland, which is as big as England, the 
Englifh trade, cfpecially from Briftol. At the time when I was there, the fea was not 
frozen, but the tides were fo great, that in fome places it fweiled twenty-fix fathoms, 
and fell as much.” The truth is, that the Thule Ptolemy fpeaks of lies where he fays, 
and this by the moderns is called Frizeland. And then to prove that the equino&ial, 
or land under it, is habitable, he fays, “ I was in the fort of St. George de la Mira, 
belonging to the King of Portugal, which lies under the equinoctial, and I am a witnefs 
that it is not uninhabitable, as fome would have it.” And in his book of his firft 
voyage, he fays he faw fome iliermaids on the coaft of Mcnegueta, but that they are 
not fo like ladies, as they are painted. And in another place he fays, “ I ob- 
feryejl feveral times in failing from Lilbon to Guinea, that a degree on the earth, 
anfwers to fifty-fix miles and two thirds.” And farther, he adds, that in Scio, an 
ifland of the Archipelago, he faw maftic drawn from fome trees. ’ In another place 
he fays, “ I was upon the fea twenty-three years, without being off it any time worth 
the fpeaking of; and I faw all the eaft and all the weft, and may fay towards the north, 
or England, .'Hid have been at Guinea; yet I never faw harbours for goodnefs like 
thofe of the Weft Indies.” And a little farther he fays that he took to the fea at 
fourteen years of age, and ever after followed it. And in the -book of the fecond 
voyage, he fays, “ 1 had got two Ihips, and left one of them at Porto Santo, for a 
certain reafon that occurred to me, where file continued one day, and the next day 
after I joined it at Lifbon, becaufe I light of a ftorm and contrary winds at fouth-weft, 
and (he had but little wind at north-eaft which was contrary.” So that from thefe 
inftances we fnay gather how much experience he had in fea affairs, and how many 
countries and places he travelled before he undertook his difeovery. 

• 

CHAP. V. — The Admiral's coning into Spain, and how hr made himfelf known in 
Portugal, which was the Caufe of his difeovering the li'yi Indies. 

.AS concerning the caufe of the admiral’s coming .nto Spain, and his being addicted 
to*fca affairs, the occafion of it was a famous man of his name and family, called Colon, 
renowned upon the fea, on account of the fleet he commanded againft infidels, and 
even in his own country, infornuch that they made ufe of his name to frighten the 
children in the cradle; whofe perfon and fleet it is likely were very confiderable, be¬ 
caufe he at once took four Venetian galleys, whofe bigneft anc^ftrength L fhoul^i not 
have hr.'JkYed, had I not feen them fitted out. This man was called Colon the Youngcr, 
to diftinguifli him from another who was a great featnan before him. *Of which Colon 
the Younger, Marc Antony Sabtllicus, the Livy of our age, fays in the eighth book of 
his tenth decade, that he lived near the time when Maximilian, fon to the Emperor 
Frederic^the Third, was chofen King of the Romans: Jerome Donato w*sJem am- 
baffador from Venice into Portugal, to return thanks in the name of the republic to 
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King John t;hc Second, becaufe he had closed and relieved all the crew belonging to 
the afbrefaid great galleys, which were coining from Flanders, relieving them in fuch 
a manner, as they were enabled to return to Venice, they having been overcome by 
•the famous corfair Colon the Younger, near "Lifbon, who had ftripped and turned them 
alhore. Which authority of fo grave an author as Sabellicus, may make us fenfible of 
the afore-mentioned Juftiniarfi’s malice, fince in his hiftory he made no mention of this 
particular, to the end it might not appear that the family of Colon was lefs obfeure 
than ,he would make it. And if he did it through ignorance, he is neverthelefs to 
blame, for undertaking to write the hiftory of his country, and omitting fo remarkable a 
victory, of which its enemies themfelves make, mention. For the hiftorian, our adver- 
i'ary, makes fo great account of his vittoryy that he fays ambaffadors were fent on that 
account to the King of Portugal. Which fame author in the afore-mentioned eighth 
book, fomewhat further, as one lefs obliged to inquire into the admiral’s difeovery, 
makes mention of it, without adding thofe twelve lies which Juftiniani inferted. But 
to return to the matter in hand, I fay, that whilft the admiral failed with the aforefaid 
Colon die Younger, which was a long time, it fell out that underftanding the before- 
mentioned four great Venetian galleys were coming from Flanders, they went out to 
feek, and found them beyond Lifbon, about Cape St. Vincent, which is in Portugal, 
where falling to b’ows, they fought furioully and grappled, beating one another from 
veffel to vcfiel with the utmoft rage, making ufe not only of their weapons, but artifi¬ 
cial fire-works ; fo that after they had fought from morning till evening and abundance 
were killed on both fides ; the admiral’s fhip took fire, as did a great Venetian galley, 
which being fall grappled together with iron hooks and chains, ufed to this purpofe by 
fea-faring men, could neither of them be relieved, becaufe of the confufion there was 
among them, and the fright of the fire, which in a fhort time was fo increafed, that there 
was no other remedy but for all that could to leap into the water, fo to die fooncr rather 
than bear the torture of the fire. But the admiral being an excellent fwimmor, and 
feeing himfelf two leagues or a little further from land, laying hold of an oar, which 
good fortune offered him, and fometimes refting upon it, fometimes fwitnining, it 
pleafed God, who had preferved him for greater ends, to give him ftrength to get to 
ihore; but fo tired and fpent with the water, that he had much ado to recover himfelf. 
And becaufe it was not far from Lifbon, where he knew there were many Genocfe 
his countrymen, he went away thither as faff as he could*, where being known by 
them he was fo courieoufly received and erftertained, that he fet up houfe and married 
a wife in that city. And forafnnlch as he behaved himfelf honourably, and was a 
man of a comely prefence, and did nothing but what was juft ; it happened that a lady 
whole name was Donna Felipa Moniz, of a good family and pensioner in the nfo- 
naftery of All faints, whither the admiral ufed to go to mal’s, was fo taken with then\, 
that fhe became his wife. His father-in-law Peter Moniz Pereftrello being dead, they 
went to live with the mother-in-law, where being together, and fhe feeing him fo much 
addi&ed to cofmography, told him that her hufband Pereftrello had been a great 
fea-faring man, jnd that he with two other captains having obtained the Kiifg*^f Por¬ 
tugal's leave, went to make difeoveries upon condition, that dividing »what they found 
into three parts they were to call lots who fhould 4 bh\ifc firft. Being thus agreed, 
they failed away to the fouth-weft, and arrived at the ifland of Madeira and Porto Santo, 
places never before difeovered. And becaufe the ifland of Madeira was biggeft ; they 
divided it into two parts; the ifland of Porto Santo, being the third, which fell to 
the lot of the faid Pcreftr.hb, Colon’s father-in-law, who had the government of it till 
he dietl. 


The 
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•The admiral being much delighted to, hear fuch voyages and relations, his mother- 
in-law gave him the journals and fea charts left her by her hufband, which ftill more 
inflamed the admiral; * and he inquired^ into the other voyages the Portuguefe then 
made f.o St. George de la Mira, and along the cq^ft of Guinea, being much pleafed to 
difcourfe with thofe that had failed thither. To fay the truth, I cannot certainly tell 
whether, whilft this wife lived, the admiral went to Mira or Guinea, as I faid above, 
the reafon feems to require it. However it was, as one thing leads to another, and one 
confideration to another, fo whilft he was in Portugal he began to refleft, that as the 
Portuguefe travel fo far fouthward, it were no lefs proper to fail away weftward, and 
land might in reafon be found that way. That he might be the more certain and con¬ 
fident in this particular he began to look over all the cofmographers again whom he 
had read before, and to obferve what aftrotegical reafons would corroborate this pro¬ 
ject ; and therefore he took notice of what any perfons whatfoever fpoke to that pur- 
pofe, and of failors particularly, which might any way be a help to him. Of all which 
things he made fuch good ule, that he concluded for certain, that there were many 
lands weft of the Canary iflands, and Cabo Verde ; and that it was poflible to fail to 
and difcover them. But that it may appear from what mean arguments he came to 
deduce, or make out fo vaft an undertaking, and to fatisfy many who are defirous to 
know particularly, what motives induced him to difcover thefe qc tmtries, and expofe 
himfelf in fo dangerous an undertaking, I will here fet down what I have found in his 
papers relating to this affair. 


CHAP. VI. —-- The principal Motives that inclined the 'Admiral to believe he might dif¬ 
cover the Wcjl Indies. 

BEING about to deliver the motives that inclined the admiral to undertake the 
difeovery of the Weft Indies, I fay they were three, viz, natural reafon, authority 
of writers, and the teftimony of failors. As to the firft, which is natural reafon, I 
fay, he concluded that all the fea and land compofed a fphere or globe; which might 
be gone about from eaft to weft, travelling round it, till men came to ftand feet 
to feet one againft another in any oppofite parts whatfoever. Secondly, he gave it for 
granted, and was fatisfied by the authority of approved authors, that a great part ol 
this globe had been already travelled over, and that there then only remained, to 
difcover the whole, and make it knowft that fpace which lay between the eaftern 
bounds of India, known to Ptolemy anti •Marinu’s, round about eaftward, till they 
came through our weftern parts to the iflands Azores, and of Cabo Verde the molt 
w‘eftern parts yet difeovered.. Thirdly, he confidered, that this fpace lying between the 
eaftern limits known to Marinus, and the aforefaid ifland of Cabo Verde, could not 
be above a third part of the great circumfemce of the globe, fince the faid Marinus 
was already gone fifteen hours, or twenty-four parts, into which the world is divided 
towards the eaft; and therefore to return to the faid ifles of Cabo Verde, there wanted 
about-t ight ptfrts ; for the faid Marinus is faid to have begun his difesvery towards the 
weft. Fourthly*, he reckoned^hat fince Marinus had in his faid cofmography, given 
an account of fifteen hours, dflpfcts of the globe towards the eaft, and yet was not 
come to the end of the eaftern land, it followed of courfe, that the faid "end muft 
be mucl> beyond that; and confequently the farther it extended eaftward,*tfie nearer 
it came to the iflands Cabo Verde, towards our weftern parts ; and that, if fuch fpace 
■Sre re fea, it might eafily be failed in a few days, and if land, in would be f’toner dif- 
covered by the weft, becaufe it would be nearer to the faid iflands. To which reafon 
vol. xn. c may 



LIFE OF’COLON* BY HIS SON. 


,IO 

may be added, that given by Strabo in the fifteenth book of his cofinography, that 
no man with an army ever went to far aS the eaftern bounds of India, which Ctefias 
writes is as big as all the reft of Afia Oneficritus affirms, it is the third part of the 
globe ; and Nearchus, that it is four tyonths’ journey in a ftrait line; befides that, Pliny, 
in the feventeenth chapter of his fixth book, fays that India is the third part of the 
earth ; whence he argued, that being fo large, it rauft be nearer Spain by way of weft. 
The fifth argument that induced him to believe, that the diftance that way was finally 
he toojk from the opinion of Alfragranus and his followers, who make the circumference 
of the globe much Id's than all other writers and cofmographers, allowing but fifty- 
fix miles and two-thirds to a degree. Whence Jie would infer, that the whole globe 
being final I, that extent of the third part muft of necdlity be finall, which Marin us left 
as uujuiown ; therefore that part might be failed in lei's time than he afligned ; for 
fince the eaftern bounds of India were not yet difeovered, thole' bounds muft lie near 
to us weftward, and therefore the lands he fhould difeover, might properly be called 
Indies. By this it plainly appears, how much one Mr. Roderick, archdeacon of Seville, 
was in the wrong as well as his followers, who blame tile admiral; laying, he ought 
not to have called thofe parts Indies, becaufe they are not fo ; whereas the admiral did 
not call them Indies, becaufe they had been feen or difeovered by any other potion, 
but as being the eaftern part of India beyond Ganges, to which no coliuographer ever 
afligned bounds, or made it bprder on any other country ca ft ward, but only upon the 
ocean ; and becaufe thefe were the eaftern unknown lands of India, and have no parti¬ 
cular name of their own ; therefore he gave them the name of the neareft country, 
calling them Weft Indies, and .the more becaufe he knew all men were (onfibie of the 
riches and wealth of India; and therefore by that name he thought to tempt their 
catholic majeftics, who were doubtful of his undertaking, telling them he went to 
difeover the Indies by way of the weft. And this moved him rather to defire to be 
employed by the King of Caftile, than by any other Prince. 


CHAP. VII. — The fecond Motive inducing the Admiral to difeover the Weft Indies. 

THE fecond motive that encouraged the admiral to undertake the aforefaid enfer- 
prife, and which might reafonably give occafion to call the countries he fhould fo 
difeover Indies, was the great authority of learned men, whb faid that it was pofliblc 
to fail from the weftern coaft of Afric and Spain, weftward to the eaftern bounds of 
India, and that it was no great fea that lay between them, as Ariftotle affirms, at the 
end of his fecond book of heaven and the world ; where he fays. That they may fail 
from India to Cadiz in a few days ; which fonie think Averroes proves, writing upon 
that place. And Seneca in his firft book of nature, looking upon the knowledge of 
this world as nothing in refpect of what is attained in the next life, fays, a fhip may 
fail in a few days with a fair wind from the coaft of Spain to that of India. And if, as 
fome would have it, this fame Seneca writ the tragedies, we may conclude it was to 
the fame purpofq,that in the chorus of his Medea, he fpeaks thus ; 

Venient annis JL 
S®cula ferir., quibua diranus 
Vincula rerum laxet, et ingens 
Pateat tellus, Typhyfque novos 
Detegat orbes, nec fit terris 
Ultima Thule. 

That is, there will come “an age in latter years, when the occean will loofc the bonds 

of 
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bathings, and a great country be difcovered, and another like Typhys flmll difcover 
a new world, and Thule* fhall no longer be the laft part of the earth. Which now 
molt certainly has been fulfilled in the, perfoa of the admiral. And Strabo in the 
firft book of his cofinography, fays the ocean ertcompaffes all the earth ; that in tRe 
• eaft, it wadies the coaft of India, and in the weft, thofe of Mauritania and Spain, and 
that, if the vaftnefs of the Atlantic did not hinder, <hey might foon fail from the 
one to the other upon the fame parallel. The fame he repeats in the fecond book. 
Pliny in the fecond hook of his natural hiftorv, chap. 3. adds, that tho ocean 
furrounds all the earth, and that the extent of it from call; to weft, is from India to 
Cadiz. The fame author, book tho fixth, chap. 31, and Solinus, chap. 68. of 
the remarkable things in the world, fay, that from the iflands Gorgones, fuppofed 
to be thofe of Cabo Verde, was forty days fail on the Atlantic ocean, to the iiiands 
Hefperides, which the admiral concluded were thofe of the Weft Indies, Marcus 
Paulus Vcnetus, and Joint Mandiville, in their travels fay, they went much farther 
eaftward titan Ptolemy and Mjirinus mention, who perhaps do not fpeak of the eaftem 
fea; yet by the account they give of the eaft, it may be argued, that the faid India is 
not far diftant from Afric and Spain. Peter Abacus in his treatite, Dc imagine 
inundi, chap. 8. De quant:laic terra habit abilis, ct Julius Capitolinas, de loch 
habitabHibus, and in fcveral other treatifes, fay, that Spaia and India are neighbours 
wcllward. And in the nineteenth chapter of his cofinography, he has thefe words ; 
according to the philofophers and Pliny, the ocean that ftrctchcs between the weftern 
borders of Spain and Africk,* and from the beginning of India eaftward is of no great 
extent, and there is no doubt but it may be failed over in a few days, with a fair 
wind, and therefore the beginning of India eaftward, cannot be far diftant from the 
end of Africk weftward. Thefe and the like authorities of fitch writers, inclined 
the admiral to believe that the opinion he had conceived was right, and one Mr. Paul, 
phylician to Mr. Dominic of Florence, contemporary with the admiral, much en¬ 
couraged him to undertake the faid voyage. For tin’s Mr. Paul, being a friend to one 
Ferdinand Martinez, a canon of Lift 1011, and they writing to one another concerning 
the voyages made in the time of King Alphonfo of Portugal to Guinea, and con¬ 
cerning what might be made weftward ; the admiral who was moft curious in thefe 
affairs, got knowledge of it, and foon, by the means of Laurence Girardi, a Floren¬ 
tine refiding at I.ifbon, writ upon this fubjecl to the faid Mr. Paul, fending him a finall 
fphere, and acquainting him with his defigii. . Mr._Paul lent his anfwer in Latin, which 
in Englilh is thus. 

• 

• 

CHAP. VIII. — A Letter from Paul, a Phyfician of Florence , to the Admiral, concern¬ 
ing the Difcovcry of the Indies. , 

“ To Chriftopher Colon, Paul the phyfician wifhes health. 

“ I perceive your noble and earned: defire to fail to thofe paths where the fpxce is 
produced*; ailti therefore in anfwer to a letter of yours, I fend yo*i another letter, 
which fome days ftnee I writ to a f riend of mine, and fervant to the King of Portugal, 
before the wars of Caftik'j in aiffwer to another he writ to me by his Highnefs’s order, 
upon this fame account, and I fend you another fea-chart like that I font hiiii, which 
will fatis£y your demands. The copy of that letter is this.” ’ 

“ To Ferdinand Martinez, canon of Lifbon, Paul th* phyfician willies health. 

“ I am very glad to hear of the familiarity you have with your moft f'ereng and 
magnificent King,-and though I have very often difcourled •concerning the fhort way 

” c £ ‘ the 
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there is from hence to the Indies, where the fpice is produced, by fea, which I look 
upon to be flhorter than that you take by the coaft of Guinea; yet you now tell me, 
that his Highnefs would have‘me make out and demonftrate it, fo as it may be un- 
derftood and put in praftice. Therefore, though I could better fhew it him with a 
globe in my hand, and make him fenfible of the figure of the world } yet I have re- 
fotved to render it more eafy pnd intelligible, to (hew this way upon a chart, fuch as 
are ufed in navigation ; and therefore I fend one to his maiefty, made and drawn with 
my own hand, wherein is fet down the utmoft bounds of the weft from Ireland, in the 
north, to the fartheft part of Guinea, with all the iflands that lie in the way : oppo- 
fite to which weftern coaft is defcribed the beginning of the Indies, with the iflands 
and places whither you may go, and how far you may bend from the north pole to¬ 
wards the equinoftial, and for how long a time ; that is, how many leagues you may 
fail before you come to thofe places moft fruitful in all forts of fpice, jewels, and pre¬ 
cious ftones. Do not wonder if I term that country where the fpice grows weft, that 
produft being generally aferibed to the eaft, becaufe thofe who {hall fail weftward, 
will always find thofe places in the weft; and they that travel by land eaftward, will 
ever find thofe places in the eaft. The ftrait lines that lie lengthways in the chart, 
{how the diftance there is from weft to eaft, the other crofs them, {how the difttnee 
from north to fouth. I have alfo marked down in the faid chart, feveral places in 
India, where {hips might put in upon any ftorm or contrary winds, or, any other 
accident unforefeen. And moreover, to give you full information of all thofe places, 
which you are very defirous to know; you muft underftand, that none but traders 
live or refide in all thofe iflands, and that there is there as great a number of {hips 
and fea-faring people with merchandize, as in any other part of the world, particu¬ 
larly in a moft noble p'art called Zafton, where there are every year an hundred large 
{hips of pepper loaded and unloaded, befides many other {hips that take in other fpice. 
This country is mighty populous, and there are many provinces and kingdoms, and 
innumerable cities under the dominion of a Prince called the Great Cham, which name 
fignifies King of Kings, who for the moft part refides in the province of Cathay. His 
predeceffors were very defirous to have commerce, and be in amity with Chriftians ; 
and two hundred years fince, fent ambafiadors to the Pope, defiring him to fend them 
many learned men and doftors to teach them our faith; but by reafon of fome 
obftacles the ambafiadors met with, they returned back without coming to Rome. 
Befides there came an ambaflador to Pope EugeniusIV. who told him the great friend- 
fliip there was between thofe Princes, their pdople and Chriftians. I difeourfed with 
him a long while upon the feveral matters of the grandeur of their royal ftrufturc, 
and of the greatnefs, length and breadth of their rivers, and he told me many wonder¬ 
ful things of the multitude of towns and cities founded along the banks of the rivers, 
and that there were two hundred cities upon one only river, with marble bridges over 
it of a great length and breadth, and adorned with abundance of pillars. This 
country deferves, as well as any other to be difeovered*; and there may not only be 
great profit made there, and many things of value found, but alfo gold, filver, all 
forts of precious ftones, and fpices in abundance, which are not brought into our 
parts. And it is certain, that many wife men, philofbphers, aftrologers, and other 
perfons {lulled in all arts, and very ingenious, govern that mighty province, and 
command their armies. From Lifbon direftly weftward, there are in the char* twenty- 
fix fpaces, each of which contains two hundred and fifty, miles, to the moft noble and 
vaft fiity of Quifayv.whiclys'bne hundred miles in compafs, that is thirty-five leagues, 
in it there are tjpB&rble bridges; the name fignifies a heavenly city, of which 

3 wonderful 
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wonderful things arc reported, as to the ingenuity of the people, the buildings 
and revenues, This fpace^above-mentioned is almoft the third part of the globe. 
1 'his city is in the province of Mango, bordering on that of Cathay, where the King 
for the moil part refides. From the ifland AntiCa, wfiich you call the feven cities,, 
sind whereof you have fome knowledge to the mol? noble ifland of Cipango, are ten 
fpaces, which make two thoufand five hundred miles, or two hundred and twenty-five 
leagues, which ifland abounds in gold, pearls, and precious ftones: and you mull 
unaerftand, they cover their temples and palaces with plates of pure gold. So that 
for want of knowing the way, all thefe things are hidden and concealed, and yet* may 
be gone to with fafety. Much more might be faid, but having told you what is molt 
material, and you being wife and judicious, 1 am fatisfied there is nothing of it but 
what you underlland, and therefore I will not be more prolix. Thus much may ferve 
to fatisfy your curiofity, it being as much as the Ihortnefs of time and my bufihefs 
would permit me to fay. So I remain moll ready to fatisfy and ferve his Highnefs to 
the utmoft, in all the commands he fhall lay upon me. 

“ Florence, June 25, 1474I” 

After this letter, he again writ to the admiral as follows: 

il To Chriftopher Colon, Paul the phyfician wilhes health. 

“ I received your letters with the things you fent me, which 1 take as a great 
favour, and commend your noble and ardent defire of failing from eaft to weft, as it 
is marked out in the chart I fent you, which would demonftrate itfelf better in the 
form of a globe. I am glad it is well underftood, and that the voyage laid down is 
not only poflible, but true, certain, honourable, very advantageous, and moft glorious 
among all Chriftians. You cannot be perfect in the knowledge of it, but by expe¬ 
rience and prafticc, as I have had in great meafure, and by the folid and true infor¬ 
mation of worthy and wife men, who are come from thofe parts to this court of 
Rome, and from merchants who have traded long in thofe parts, and are perfons of 
good reputation. So that when the faid voyage is performed, it will be to powerful 
kingdoms, and to moft noble cities and provinces, rich, and abounding in all things 
we ftand in need of, particularly in all forts of fpice in great quantities, and (tore of 
jewels. This will moreover be grateful to thofe Kings and Princes, who are very 
dcfirous to converfe and nrade with Chriftians of thefe our countries, whether it be 
for fome of them to become Chriftians, or elfe to have communication with the wife 
and ingenious men of thefe parts, as well, in point of religion, as in all fciences, be- 
caufe of the extraordinary account they have of the kingdoms and government of 
t&efe parts. For which reafons and many more that might be alledged, I do not at 
all admire, that you who have a great heart, and all the Portuguefe nation, which 
has ever had notable men in all undertakings, be eagerly bent upon performing this 
voyage.” 

This letter, as was faid before, encouraged the admiral much to go upon hfe dif- 
covery, though what the doftor there writ was falfe, as believing that the firft land 
they fliould meet with, would be Cathay, and the empire of the Great Cham, with the 
:re relates j fince as experience has made appear, the diftance from our In- 
t, is greater than from hence to our Indies. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. — The third hfetfae and Inducement , which hi fome Meafi io e fxcitcd the 

Admiral to'Dt/covcr the Weft Indies. 

THE third and laft motive the admiral had to undertake the difeovery of the Well 
Indies, was the hopes of finding, before he came to India, fome very beneficial ifland 
or continent, from whence he might the better purfue his main defign. 'This his hope 
was grounded upon the authority of many wife men and philofophers, who looked 
upon it as mod certain, that the greateft part of this terraqueous globe was land, or 
that there was more earth than feu which if fo, he argued, that between the coaft of 
Sjpain and the bounds of India then known, there mull be many iflunds, and much 
continent, as experience has fince demonllratcd, which he the more readily believed, 
being impofed upon by many fables and {furies which he heard told by feveral perfons 
and failors, who traded to the iflunds and weftern fea, and to Madera ; which tefti- 
monies making fomeu hat to his purpofc, they were lure to 'gain a place in his me¬ 
mory. Therefore 1 will not forbear relating them, loTatisfy thofe that' take delight 
in fuel) curiofities. It is therefore requihte to be underflood, that a pilot of the King 
of Portugal, whole name was Martin Vicente, told him, that he being once fou£ hun¬ 
dred and fifty leagues weftward of Cape St. Vincent, found and took up in the fea, a 
piece of wood ingenioufly wrought, but not with iron; by which, and the wind having 
been weft for many days, he gueffed that piece of wood came from fome ifland that 
wav. Next one Peter Correa, who had married the admiral’s wife’s filter, told him, 
that in the ifland of Porto Sapto he had leen another piece of wood brought by the 
fame winds, well wrought, as that above mentioned ; and that there had been cancs 
found fo thick, that every joint would hold above four quarts of wine; which he faid 
he affirmed to the King of Portugal himfelf difeourfing with him about thefe affairs, 
and that they were fhewn him; and there being no place in our parts where fuch 
canes grow, he looked upon it as certain, that the wind had brought them from fome 
neighbouring iflands, or elle from India. For Ptolemy, in the fir ft book of his cof- 
mography, chap. 17, fays, there are fuch canes in the eaftern parts of India : and 
fome of the iflanders, particularly the Azores, told him, that when the weft wind 
blew long together, the fea drove fome pines upon thofe iflands, particularly upon 
Gratiofa and Fayal, there being no fuch in all thofe parts. 'And that the fea call upon 
this ifland of Flores, another of the Azores,‘two dead bodies of men, very broad faced, 
and differing in afpect from the Chriftiahs. *-At Cape Verga and thereabouts, they 
fay, they once faw fome covered Almadies or boats, which it is believed were drove 
that way by ftrofs of weather, as they were going over from one ifland to another. 
Nor were thefe only the motives he then had, which yet feemed reafonable; but there 
Were thofe that told him they had feen fome iflands, among whom was Anthonv Leme, 
married in the ifland of Madera, who told him, that having made a confiderablc run 
in a cwraval of his ow« weftward, he had feen three iflands. Thefe he did not give 
credit to, becaufe he found by their own words and difeourfe, that they hacPnot failed, 
one hundred leagues to the weftward, and that they had been deceived by fome rocks, 
taking them for iflands ; or clfe perhaps they were fome of thofe floating iflands that 
are carried about by the water, called by the failors Aguadas, whereof Pliny makes 
mention 'in" the firft book, chap. 97, of his natural hiftory; where he fays, that in 
the northern parts the fea difeovered fome fpots of land, on which there are trees of 
deep roots, which parcels of land are carried about like floats or iflands upon thb 
watery, Seneca undertaking to give a natural rcafon why there are fuch forts of 

iflands. 
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iflahuo, fays in his third book, that it is the nature of certain fpungy and light rocks, 
fo ftiat the iflands made of them in India, fwirn upon the water. So that were it 
never fo trit ; that the faid Anthony Leme had feen fonae ifland, the admiral was of 
opinion, it could be no other than one of them; fuch as thole called of St. Brandam 
are fuppt>l'ed to be, where many wonders are reported to have been feen. There is * 
alfo an account of others that lie much northward, and always burn. Juventius For- 
tunatus relates, that there is an account of two iflands 'towards the welt, and more 
fouthward than thofe of Cabo Verde, which fwim along upon the water. Thefc and 
the like grounds might move feveral people of the iflands of Ferro and la Gtftnera, 
as alfo of the Azores, to affirm that they faw iflands towards the weft every year, 
which they looked upon as molt certain, *and many perfons of reputation fwore it was 
true. lie fays, moreover, that in the year 1484, there came into Portugal, one from 
the ifland of Madera to beg a caraval of the King, to go to difeover a country, which he 
fwore he faw every year, and always after the felf-fame manner, agreeing with others, 
who faid they had feen it.from the iflands Azores. On which grounds in the charts 
and maps formerly made, thewplaced forne iflands thereabouts ; and particularly be- 
caufe Ariftotle in his book of wonderful natural things, affirms, it was reported that 
fome Carthaginian merchants had failed through the Atlantic fea to a molt fruitful 
iflarftl,'as we lhall declare more at large hereafter, which ifland fome Portugucfe inferted 
in their maps, calling it Antilla; though they did not agree in ilie fxtuation with 
Ariftotle, yet none placed it above two hundred leagues "due weft from the Canaries 
and Azores, which they conclude to be certainly the ifland of the feven cities, peopled 
by the Portugucfe at the time that Spain was conquered by the Moors in the year 
7x4. At which time, they fay, feven bifhops witli then* people embarked and failed 
to this ifland, where each of them built a city ; and to the end none of their people 
might think of returning to Spain, they burnt the lhips, tackle and all things nece r - 
fary for failing. Some Portugucfe difeourfing about this ifland, there were thofe 
that affirmed feveral Portugucfe had gone to it, who could not find the way to it 
again. Particularly they fay, that in the time' of Henry, infant of Portugal, a Portu- 
guefc Ihip was drove by ftrefs of weather to this ifland Antillja, where the men went 
on fhore, and were led by the iflanders to their church, to fee whether they were 
C.hriftians, and obferved the Roman ceremonies, and perceiving they did, they de- 
fired them not to depart till their lord came, who was then abfeut, and would make 
very much of them, and give them many jjrefents, and to whom they would prefently 
fend advice; but the mailer and feameji wvre a (raid of being detained, fufpefting 
thofe people had not a mind to be difeovered, and might therefore burn their fliip, and 
fob that rcafon they failed back to Portugal, hoping to be rewarded for what they had 
done, by the Infante. He reproved them levcrely, and bid them return quickly ; but 
the maftcr for fear run away from Portugal with the fliip and men ; and it is re¬ 
ported, that whilll the fcamen were at church in the faid ifland the boys of the fhip 
gathered fand for the cook-room, the third part whereof they found to be pure gold. 
Among others .that fet out to diTcover this ifland, was one James*de Fiene, wliofe pilot 
Peter Velafquer, of the town of Palos de Moguer, told the admiral fn the monaftery 
of St. Mary de la Rabida, that they fet out from Fayal, and failed above one hun¬ 
dred and fifty leagues fouth-weft, and in their return difeovered the ifland Flores, being 
led to it by abundance of birds they faw fly that way, becaufe thofe being land .and not 
fea fowls,'they judged they could not reft but upon land : after which they failed fo 
fag north-eaft, till they came to Cape Clare, in the weft of Ireland, where they met 
with ftiff wefterly winds, and yet a frnooth fea, which they imagined was caufed by 
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fome land that (haltered it towards the weft. But it being then the month of Apguft, 
they would not turn towards the ifland, for fear of winter. This was atfisrfr forty 
years before our Indies were difcovered. This account was* confirmed by the relation 
a mariner at Port St. Mary made, telling him that once making a voyage into Ireland, 
he faw the faid land, which he theA thought td be part of Tartary, falling off toward,? 
the weft, which it is like was the land we now call Bacallaos, and that they could not 
make up to it by reafon of the bad weather. This he faid agreed with what one Peter 
de Velafco of Galicia, affirmed to him, in the city of Murcia in Spain, which was, that 
failing for Ireland, they went away fo far to north-weft, that they difcovered land weft 
of Ireland, which land he believes to be the fame that one Femaldolmos attempted to 
difcover, after the manner as I (hall here faithfully fet down, as I found it in my fa¬ 
ther’s writings ; that it may appear how fome men lay the foundation of great matters 
upon flight grounds. Gonfalo de Oviedo, in his hiftory of the Indies, writes, that the 
admiral had a letter, wherein he found the Indies deferibed, by one that had before dif¬ 
covered them; which was not fo, but thus : Vincent Dear, -a Portuguefe of Tavira, 
returning from Guinea to the Tercera iflands, and having palled the ifland of Madera, 
which he left eaft of him, faw, or imagined he faw, an ifland which he certainly con¬ 
cluded to be land. Being come to the Tercera ifland, he told it to one Luke de 
Cazzana, a Genoefe merchant, who was very rich, and his friend perfuading him to 
fit out fome veflfel to conquer that place; which he was very willing to do, and ob¬ 
tained licence for it of the King of Portugal. He writ, therefore, to his brother Francis 
de Cazzana, who refided at Sevil, to fit out a Ihip with all fpeed for the faid pilot. 
But the faid Francis making a jell of i'uch an undertaking, Luke de Cazzana fet out 
a vefTel in the Tercera ifland, and the pilot went out three or four times to feek the 
faid ifland, failing from one hundred and twenty or one hundred and thirty leagues, 
but all in vain, for he found no land. Yet for all this, neither he nor his partner 
gave over the enterprize till death, always "hoping to find it. And the brother afore- 
faid told me, and affirmed it, that he knew two fons of the captain that difcovered 
the Tercera ifland, their names Michael and Jafper Cortereal, who went fevcral times 
to difcover that land, and at laft in the year 1502, perifhed in the attempt, one after 
another, without ever being heard of; and that this was well known to many. 

CHAP. X. — Proving it to be falfe , that the Spaniards had formerly the Dominion oj 
the Indies , as Gonza/o de Oviedo^ endeavours to make out in his Hi/lory. 

IF all we have faid above concerning fo many imaginary iflands and countries, ap¬ 
pears to be a mere fable and folly, how much more reafon have we to look upon that 
as a falsehood, which Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo conceits in his natural hiftory of 
the Indies, looking upon his own imagination as a certain truth, and faying he has 
fully made out, that there was another difeoverer of this navigation of the ocean, and 
that the Spaniards had the dominion of thofe lands ; alledging to make out his afier- 
tion, what Ariftotle writes of the ifland Atlantis, and Sebofus of the Hefperides. This 
he affirms upon' the judgment of fome perfons, whofe writings we have duly weighed 
and examined, and I would have omitted to talk on this fubjeft, to avoid condemning 
fome, and tiring the reader, had I not confidered, that fome perfons, to leflen the 
admiral’s honour and reputation, make great account of fuch notions. Befides, I 
thought I$d not perform my duty fully, by fetting down with all fincerity the mo- 
^ veS j^^J^^* ements inclined the admiral to undertake his unparalleled enterprize, 
if I fl^nipfirroer fuch a Mfehood, which I know to be fo, to pafs uncenfured. There¬ 
fore, 
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fove/the better to difcOvcr his miftake, I will, in the firft: place, fet down what Ariftotle, 
as related by one F. Theophilus de Ferrariis fays as to this point; which F. Theophilus 
among Ariftotle’s problems collected by him, brings in a book called De admirandis in 
natura audit is , a chapter with thcfe following wprds : “ Beyond Hercules's pillars it 
•is reported there was formerly found an ifland in the Atlantic fea by certain Cartha¬ 
ginian merchants, which had never before been inhabited by any but brute bcafts. It 
was all wooded and covered with trees, had a great many navigable rivers, and 
abounded in all things nature ufually produces, though removed not many days fail 
from the continent. It happened that fome Carthaginian merchants coming to it, and 
finding it a good country, as well for the richnefs of the foil as temperature of the air, 
they began to people it; but the fenate of Carthage being offended at it, foon made a 
public decree, that for the future no perfon upon pain of death fhould go to that ifland, 
and they that went firft were put to death ; to the end that other nations fhoulcf not 
hear of it, and fome more powerful people take poffeflion of it, by which means it 
might become an enemy to their liberty.” Now I have faithfully quoted this autho¬ 
rity, 1 will give the reafons that induce me to fay, that Oviedo has no juft caufe to affirm 
that this ifland was Hifpaniola or Cuba, as he aflerts. In the firft place, becaufe Gon- 
zalp do Oviedo not underftanding Latin, he of necefliry took fuch interpretation of this 
place as fomebody made him ; who, by what we fee, did not.well know how to tranflate 
out of one language into another, fince he altered and changed the Latin text in feveral 
particulars, which perhaps deceived Oviedo, and inclined him to believe that this quo¬ 
tation fpoke of fome ifland in the Indies ; becaufe we do not read in the Latin text that 
thefe people went out of the Streights of Gibraltar, as Oviedo writes ; nor much Iefs that 
the ifland was large, nor its trees great, but that it was an ifland much wooded. Nor 
is it found there, that the rivers were wonderful; nor docs it fpeak of its fatnefs, or fay 
it was more remote from Africk than Europe,, but in plain terms fays it was remote 
from the continent; nor does it fay any towns were built there, for traders who hap¬ 
pened upon it could build but little; nor is it faid to be famous, but that they were 
afraid its fame would fpread abroad into other nations. So that the expofitor who 
interpreted this place to him being fo ignorant, it caufed Oviedo to imagine it to be 
another thing than really it was; and if he fhould fay that it is otherwife in Ariftotle’s 
text, and that what the friar writes is as it were a compendium of what Ariftotle writ; I 
muft afk him who gave him authority to beftow fo many kingdoms on whom he pleafes, 
and to rob one of his honour who has gairfed it fo fairly, and telHiim he ought not to 
have been fatisfied with reading that ifUthority aS it lies in the friar's pamphlet, but 
fhould have feen it in the original, that is, in Ariftotle’s works. Befides that he was 
mlfinformed in this cafe, for though Theophilus in all his other books following Arif- 
totlc, delivered the fubftance and fum of what he fays; yet he did not fo in his 
book De admirandis , he himfclf owning in the beginning, that he jdoes not in that his 
book abridge Ariftotle, as he has done in the others, but that he there inferts all the 
text word for word; and therefore it cannot be faid there was either more dr lefs 
in Ariftotle thin what he fet down. Add to this, that Anthony Beccaria of Verona, 
who tranflated this book out ff Qreek into Latin, of which tranflation Theophilus 
made ufe, did not render it fo* faithfully, but that he inferted feveral matters differing 
from the Greek original, as will appear to any man that fhall obferve it. 

In the.fecond place I fay, that though Ariftotle had writ fo as Theophilu? delivers it, 
yet Ariftotle himfelf quotes no author, but as fpeaking of a tiding for which there is no 
good authority, fays, Fertur , which implies that what he deliydrs concerning this ifland, 
he writes as doubtful and ill grounded. Befides he writes of a thing not then new, 
von. xn. d ‘ but 
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but which had happened long before; faying, It is reported that formerly an ifland 
was found, and therefore it may well be faid according to the proverb; “ That in great 
travels there are great lies :”*which proverb is now verified; for in that narration 
there are circumftances no way agreeable to reafon, forafmuch as it fays, that this ifland 
abounded in all things, but had never been inhabited, which is,not confonant nor. 
likely, forafmuch as fruitfulncfs in land proceeds from its being cultivated by the inha¬ 
bitants ; and where there are no inhabitants, the land is fo far from producing any 
thing pf itfelf that even thofe things which art produces grow wild and ufelefs. Nor is 
it more likely that the Carthaginians fhould be difpleafed becaufe their people had 
found fuch an ifland, and fhould put to death the difcoverers; for if it was fo remote 
from Carthage as the Indies are, it was a folly to fear that thofe who fhould come to 
inhabit there would conquer Carthage unlefs that, as Oviedo affirms, the Spaniards 
pofleffed thofe iflands before. He would farther affert, that the Carthaginians were 
prophets, and that now their jealoufy and prophecy were fulfilled, the Emperor taking 
Tunis or Carthage, with the money brought from the Indies'; which I am fatisfied he 
would have faid, to gain more favour by telling fuch news than he did, but that his book 
was publifhed before. So that any judicious perfon may conceive it is a folly to fay 
that ifland was never more heard of, becaufe the Carthaginians quitted the dominion 
of it, for fear any other nation fhould take it from them, and come afterwards to de- 
ftroy their liberty; for they ought to have feared this much more from Sicily or 
Sardinia, that lay but two days fail from their city, than from Hifpaniola, between 
which and them there lay one third of the world. And if it fhould be objected that 
they apprehended the wealth of that country might empower their enemies to do them 
harm; I anfwer, they had more caufe to hope, that being themfelves mafters of thofe 
riches they might oppofe and fubdue whom they pleafed, and that if they left that 
ifland unpeopled, they left it in the power of another to difcover it; whence the fame 
mifchief might follow which they feared. And therefore they ought rather to fortify 
it and fecure their trade to it, as we know they did another time upon the like occa- 
fion; for having found the iflands which they then called Caffiterides, and now we 
call the Azores, they kept that voyage very private, becaufe of the tin they brought 
from thence, as Strabo tells us at the latter end of the third book of his Cofmography. 
Wherefore, granting it were true what Ariflotle had writ in this fable, it might be faid 
he meant it of the voyage to the iflands Azores, which either'for want of better under- 
flanding, and the great antiqujty of the teftimony, or through afFeftion, which blinds 
men, Oviedo argues fhould be undcvllood of the Indies we now poflefs, and not of the 
faid iflands Azores, or any of them. If it fhould be replied that this cannot be becaufe 
Strabo does not fay they were the Carthaginians who were poffeiled of the iflands Azores, 
but the Phoenicians, 1 anfwer that the Carthaginians being come from Phoenicia with 
their Queen Dido, therefore fhe and they were called Phoenicians at that time, as the 
Chriltians born in the iflands are now called Spaniards. And fhould it be again urged, 
that tlte place of Ariftctle which fpeaks of this iflandr, fays if had many navigable 
rivers, which are.not to be found in the iflands Azores, but in Cuba and Hifpaniola, I 
anfwer, that if we will take notice of this particular, thejf add, that there were abundance 
of beafts in them, which there are not in Cuba or Hifpaniola; and it may well be, 
that in a thing of fuch antiquity there might be fome miftake in relating that particular, 
as often Happens in many of thefe uncertain and fo far diftant antiquities. ( Obferve 
that neither Cuba nor Hifpaniola have any deep navigable rivers, as the place quoted 
intimates; and that aaf fliips may enter the mouths of the biggeft rivers of thofe 
iflands, but not conveniently fail up them. Befides that, as has been faid, how great 
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foever Ariftotle's authority may be the word might poffibly be corrupted, and might 
be v/rit navigandum indeed of potandum, which better agreed with what he treated of, 
commending it for plenty of drinking water, as well as'fruitfulnefs in producing things 
to eat.. This might well be verified of any one pf the Azores, and with more reafon* 
becaufe neither Cuba nor Hifpaniola lie fo, as that the Carthaginians could be carried 
to them either by reafon of their neamefs, or by any mifchance; for if thofe who went 
purpofely with the admiral to difcover thought the way fo long that they would have 
turned back, how much longer mult it feein to them who defigned no fuch .tedious 
voyage, and who, as foon as the time would permit, had turned back towards then- 
country ? Nor does any ftorm laft fo lgng as to carry a fhip from Cadiz to Hifpaniola; 
nor is it likely, that becaufe they were merchants, they fhould have any mind to tun 
farther from Spain or Carthage than the wind obliged them, efpecially at a time when 
navigation was not come to that perfection as now it is. For which reafon very incon- 
fiderable voyages were then looked upon as great, as appears by what we read of 
Jafon’s voyage to Colchos, and that of Ulyffes through the Mediterranean, in which fo 
many years were fpent; and*’therefore they were fo famous that the moft excellent 
poets have given an account of them, becaufe of the little knowledge they had then of 
fe% affairs; whereas it has been fo improved of late in our age, that there have been 
thofe who had the boldnefs to fail round the world, which pas contsadifted the proverb 
that faid, “ He that goes to cape Nam will either retyrn orntotwhich cape is in 
Africk, not very much diftant from the Canaries. Befides it is a notorious miftake to 
think the ifland whither thofe merchants were carried, could be either Cuba, or Hifpa- 
niola; for it is well known, that with all the knowledge we have at this prefent, it ia 
almoft impoffible to come at them, without meeting with any other iflands that encom- 
pafs them all all round. But if we would fay that land or ifland was none of the Azores, 
as has been faid above, one lie ought to be grafted upon another, by alledging that it 
was the fame ifland of which Seneca in his fourth book makes mention, where he tells 
us, that Thucydides fpeaks of an ifland called Atlantica, which in the time of the 
Peloponnefian war was all or moftly drowned. Whereof Piato alfo makes mention in 
his Timaeus* But becaufe we have difcourfed too long concerning thefe fables, I will 
proceed to the next point, where it is faid that the Spaniards had entirely the dominion 
of the faid iflands ; which opinion is grounded on what Statius and Sebofus fay, that 
certain iflands called Hefperides, lay forty days fail weft of the iflands Gorgones. And 
hence it is argued, that fince thofe muft of* necefiity be Indies, and are called Hefperides, 
that name came from Hefperus, who wfcs*KIng or Spain, who of confequence, and the 
Spaniards were lords of that country. So that rightly cbnfidering his words, he endea¬ 
vours from uncertain premifes to deduce three infallible confequences, contrary to 
.Seneca’s rule, who in his fixth book of nature, fpeaking of fuch like things, fays it is 
hard to affirm any thing as fure and certain upon grounds that are no other than con- 
jeftures, as here Ovideo does ; forafmuch as only Sebofus is faid to have made men¬ 
tion of thofe iflands Hefperides, declaring towards what part they lie but not rrfention- 
ing that fhey were the Indies, or of whom they took the name, or by; whom conquered. 
And if Oviedo out of Berofus affirms that Hefperus was King of Spain, I grant it to be 
true, but not that he gave the name to Spain or Italy; but he, like a true hiftorian, 
owning that Berofus fails him in this particular, took up with Hyginus, yet cautioufly 
without mentioning in what book or chapter, and thus he conceals his authority; for 
in Ihort, no place is to be found where Hyginus fpeaks of any fuch matter, but, on the 
Contrary, in one only book of his that is extant, intituled, tJepqctica AJironotnia , he has not 
only no fuch words, but in three feveral places where he fpeaks of thefe Hefperides* he 
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fays thus, Hercules is painted as killing the dragon that guarded the Hefperides. And 
fomewhat farther he fays, that Hercules being Tent by Euridheus for thfe golden apples 
to the Hefperides, and not knotring the way thither, he went to Prometheus on mount 
Caucasus, and entreated him to fhew him the way, whence followed the death of the 
dragon. Now, according to this, we fhall have other Hefperides in the eaft to whom - 
alfo Oviedo may fay, Hefperu? King of Spain gave his name. Hyginus fays farther, 
in the chapter of planets, that it appears by feveral hiftories that the planet Venus is 
called Hefpertis, becaufe it fets foon after the fun. From all which we may infer, that 
if we ought to make ufe of any teftimonies or quotations from perfons uled to relate 
poetical fables, as Hyginus does, that very fame which Hyginus fays rather makes 
againft Oviedo than tor him; and we may fuppofe and affirm, they were called Hefpe- 
rBes from a certain ftar. And as the Greeks for the fame reafon called Italy Hefperia, 
as many write; fo we may fay, Sebofus called thefe iflands Hefperides, and made ufe 
of the fame conje&ures, and fome reafons to fhew whereabouts they lay, which we faid 
above moved the admiral to believe for certain, that there were fuch iflands weftward. 

Thus we may conclude, that Oviedo did not only prdfume to counterfeit authorities 
for what he faid, but that either though inadvertency, or to pleafe him who told him 
thefe things (for it is certain he did not underdand them hlmfelf), he maintained t;wo 
contradictions,* the difagreement beween which were fufficient to difcover his error. 
For if the Carthaginians who, as he fays, arrived at Cuba or Hifpaniola, found that 
country inhabited by none but brute beads, how could it be true that the Spaniards had 
been polTeffed of it long before, and that their King Hefpcrus gave it his name ? Unlefs 
perhaps he will fay, that fome deluge unpeopled it •, and that afterwards fome other 
Noah redored it to that condition it was difcovcred in by the admiral. But becaufe I 
am quite tired with this difpute, and methinks the reader is cloyed with it, 1 will nut 
dilate any more upon this point, but follow on our hidory. 

CHAP. XI. — How the Admiral was difgujled by the King of Portugal, on account of the 

Difcovcry be propofed to him. 

t 

THE admiral now concluding that his opinion was excellently well grounded, he 
rofolved to put it in practice, and to fail the wedern ocean in qued of thofe countries. 
But being fcnfible that fuch an undertaking was only fit for a Prince who could go 
through with and maintain it, he refolved to.propofe it to the King of Portugal becaufe 
he lived under him. And though .King victim then reigning gave ear to the admiral’s 
propofals yet he feemed backward jn embracing them, becaufe the great trouble and 
expence he was at upon acount of the difeovery and conqued of the wedern coad of 
Afiric, called Guinea, without any confideralile fuccefs as yet, or being as yet able to 
weather the cape of Good Hope, which name fome fay was given it indead of Agefingue, 
its proper denomination, becaufe that was the fartbed they hoped to extend their dif- 
coveri*s and conqueds* or as others will have it, becaufp this cape gave them hopes of 
better countries and navigation. Be it as it will, the aforefaid King had but little incli¬ 
nation to lay out more money upon difeoveries ; and if he gave any ea" to the admiral, 
it was becaufe of the excellent reafons he gave to prove his opinion, which fo far pre¬ 
vailed upon him, that there remained only to grant the admiral thofe terms he de¬ 
manded- • For the admiral being a man of a noble and generous fpirit, would capitulate 
to his'grpat benefit and honour, that he might leave behind him fuch a reputation, and 
fo gonfiderable a family, as became his great actions and merits. For this" reafon the 
King, by the advice of one Doctor CalzadiUa, of whom he made great account, refolved 

4 to 



LIFE OK COLON, BY HIS SON. 


21 


to fend a caraval privately to attempt that which the admiral had propofed to him ; 
becaufe in cafe thofe countries were fb difcovered, he thought himfelf not obliged to 
beftow any great reward,’ which might be demanded on account of the difcovery. 
Haring .thus fpeedily equipped a caraval, and going out, it was to carry fupplies to the 
iflands of Cabo Verde, he lent it that way the adirfiral had propofed to go. But thofe* 
he fent wanted the knowledge, conftancy, and fpirit of the admiral. After wandering 
many days upon the fea, they turned back to the iflands of Cabo Verde, laughing at 
the undertaking, and faying it was impoflible there fliould be any land in thofe leas. 
This being come to the admiral’s ear, and his wife dead, he took fuch an averfion to 
that city and nation, that he refolved to go to Caftile, with a little fon he had left by 
his wife, called D. James Colon, who inherited his father’s eftate. But fearing left if 
the King of Caftile lhould not confent to his undertaking, he might be forefid 
to propofe it to fome other Prince, which would take up much time, he fent a 
brother he had with him,, called Bartholomew Colon, into England, who, though he 
was no Latin fcholar, was a fkilful and judicious man in fea affairs, and could make fea- 
charts, globes, and other inftrtfments fit for that profeflion, having been taught by the 
admiral his brother. Bartholomew Colon being on his way for England, it was his 
fortiyie to fall into the hands of pirates, who ftripped him and the reft of his company. 
For this reafon, and being fick and poor in that country, it was a long time before he 
could deliver his mefiage, till having got fome fuppiy by nlakiqg fea-charts, he began 
to make fome propofals to King Kenry the Vllth, then reigning, to whom he prefented 
a map of the world, on which were thefe verfes, which I found among his papers, and 
fhall be here inferted, rather for their antiquity than elegancy. 

Terrarum quicunque cupis fceliciter oras 
Nofcere, cunfta dccens dofte pi&ura docebit, 

Qua; Strabo, affirmat, Ptolcmxus, Plinius atque 
Itidorus; non urui tamen fententia caique, 

Pingitur hie etiam nuper fi’lcata cariuis 
Hifpanis zona ilia, prius ingonita genti, 

Torvida, quee tandem mine eft notiilima multis. 

Pro auftorc, five pi<£taro. 

And a little lower, 

Genoa cui patria eft, nomen cui Bartholomseus 
ColmTibus dc terra rubra, opus edidit litud, 

Londiniis An.Dom. 1480. atque infuper anno, 

Odava Decimaque die cum tertia mentis 
Fi-br. Laudcs Chrifto dfntentur abuflde. 

*> 

The fenfe of the firft lines is to this-effecl. Whomever thou art that defireft to 
.know the coafts of countries muft be taught by this draught, what Strabo, Ptolemy, 
Pliny, and Ifidorus affert, though not agreeing in all points. Here is alio fet down 
the formerly unknown torrid zone, now known to many. For the author or painter: 
the fecond verfes implied that his name was Bartholomew Colon of the red earth, a 
Gonoefe* publifhed this work at London, anno 1480, the 21ft of February. Praife 
to God. • 

And becaufe it may be obferved that he fays, “ Colon of the red earth I muft 
acquaint the reader, that I have feen fome fubferiptions of the admiral’s before he had 
that title, where he writ Columbus de terra rubra. But to return to <he King of 
England: 1 fay, that he having feen the map, and what the admiral offered him, 
^readily accepted of it, and ordered him to be fent for. • But God having referved it 
for Caftile, the admiral had at that time gone his voyage, ariU was returned with fuccefs, 
as fhall be fhewn in its place. 


CHAP- 
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CHAP* XII. — The Admirals Departure from Portugal , qltd the Confirmees he bah 
with Their Catholic Majfjlies , King Ferdinand and Queen Ifabel, or Elizabeth. 

I WILL now forbear relating how Bartholomew Colon proceeded in England, and 
will return to the admiral, who, about the end of the year 1484, ftole away privately 
out of Portugal, with his foh James, for fear of being Hopped by the King; for he 
being fenfible how faulty they were whom he had fent with the caraval, had a mind to 
reftore the admiral to his favour, and defired he fhould renew the difeourfe of his enter- 
prize ; but not being fo diligent to put this in execution as the admiral was in getting 
away, he loft that good opportunity, and the admiral got into Caftile to try his fortune, 
which was there to favour him. Therefore leaving his fon in a monaftery at Palos, 
called la Rabida, he prefently went away to the Catholic King’s court, which was then 
at Cordova; where being affable and of pleafant converfation, he contra&ed friendlhip 
with fuch perfons as he found moft inclinable to his undertaking, and fitteft to perfuade 
the King to embrace it; among whom was Lewis de Santangel, an Arragonian gentle¬ 
man, clerk of the allowances in the King’s houfehold, a man of great prudence and 
reputation. But becaufe the matter required to be handled with learning rather than 
empty words and favour, their Highneffes committed it to prior of Prado, afterwards 
archbifhop of Grahada, ordering him, together with fome cofmographers, to take full 
information in this affair, and report their opinions therein. But there being few 
cofmographers at that time, thofe that were called together were not fo fleilful as they 
ought to be nor would the admiral fo far explain hhnfelf as that he might be ferved 
as he had been in Portugal, and be deprived of his reward. For this reafon the anfwer 
they gave their Highneffes was as various as were their judgments and opinions. For 
fome laid, that fmee in fo many thoufand years as had paffed fince the creation, fo many 
fkilful failorshad got no knowledge of fuch countries, it was not likely that the admiral 
fhould know more than all that were then or had been before. Others, who inclined 
more to cofmographical reafon, faid the world was fo prodigious great, that it was 
incredible three years fail would bring him to the end of the eaft, whither he de- 
figned his voyage $ and to corroborate their opinion, they brought the authority of 
Seneca, who in one of his works, by way of argument, faid that many wife men among 
them difagreed about this queftion, whether the ocean were infinite, and doubted whe¬ 
ther it could be failed, and though it were navigable, whether habitable lands would be 
found on the other fide, and whether they.could be gone to. They added, that of this 
lower globe of earth and water, only a fmall compafs was inhabited, which had remained 
in our hemifphere above water, and that all the reft was fea and not navigable, but only 
near the coafts and rivers. And that wife men granted it was poffible to fail from the 
coaft of Spain to the fartheft part of the weft. Others of them argued almoft after 
the fame manner as the Portuguefe had done about failing to Guinea, faying, that if 
any mgn fhould fail ftraight away weftward, as the admiral propofed, he would not be 
able to return into Spain becaufe of the roundnefs of the globe, looking upon it as moft 
certain, that whofbever fhould go out of the hemifphere known to Ptolemy, would go 
down, and then it would be impoffible to return, affirming it would be like climbing 
a hill, which fhips could not do with the ftiffefl gale. Though the admiral fufficiently 
folved all jhffe objeftions, yet the more powerful his reafons were, the lefs they under- 
ftood him through their ignorance; for when a man grows old upon ill principles in 
mathematics, he cannot conceive the true becaufe of the falfe notions at firft imprinted' 
in his mind. In fhort, all *of them holding to the Spanifh proverb, which, though it 
be contrary to reafon, qommonly fays dubitat Augujlinu^ “ St. Auguftin queftions it j” 

2 caufe 
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becaufe the faid Saint in his twenty firft book, and ninth chapter, “ Of the city of God,” 
denies and looks upon it as. impoffible that there ihould be antipodes, or any going 
out of one hemifphere into* the other 5 and further urging againft the admiral thofe 
fables thfit are current about the five zones, and other untruths, which they looked 
upon as mod certainly true, they refolved to give? judgment againft the enterprife, ' 
as vain and impracticable ; and that it became not the ftate and dignity of fuch great 
Princes, to be moved upon fuch weak information. Therefore, after much time fpent 
upon the fubjeft, their highneffes anfwered theadmiral, that they were then taken up with 
many other wars and conquefts* and particularly the conqueft of Granada, which 
they had then in hand, and therefore could not conveniently attend that new under¬ 
taking, but that in time there would be more conveniency to examine and execute 
that which he propofed. And to conclude, Their Majefties would not give ear to the 
great propofals the admiral made. * 

• 

CHAP. XIII. — How the Admiral, not agreeing with the King of Cajlile, refolved to go 

elfewhere to offer his Service. 

’WHILST this was in agitation, their catholic majefties had not been always fettled 
in one place, becaufe of the war they made in Granada, for which reafon it was 
* a long time before they came to a refolution and gave tfieir anfwer. The admiral 
therefore went to Sevil, and finding their highneffes no way refolved more than at 
firft, he concluded to give the Duke of Medina Sidonia an account of his projeCt. But 
after many conferences, feeing there was no likelihood pf coming to fuch conclufion 
as he wifhed for in Spain, and that the execution of his defign was too much delayed 
he refolved to apply himfelf to the King of France, to whom h*e had already writ ; 
concerning this affair, defigning, if he were not admitted there, to go into England 
next, to leek out his brother, of whom he had as yet no manner of news. Being fo 
refolved he fet out for the monaftery of Rabida, to fend his fon James, whom he had 
left there, to Cordova, and then proceed on his journey. But to the end what God 
had decreed, Thouid not be difappointed, he put it into the heart of F. John Perez, 
guardian of that houfe, to contract fuch friendlhip with the admiral, and be fo taken 
with his projeft, that he was concerned at his refolution, and for the lofs Spain would 
fuftain by his departure. Therefore he intreated him by no means to put his defign 
in execution, for that he would go to the Queen, of whom he h@ped, that he being 
her father confeffor, fhe would give credit t® \Vhat he Ihould fay to her. Though the 
admiral was quite out of hopes and difgufted to fee fb little refolution and judgment 
in their highneffes counfellors, yet, being on the other fide very defirous that Sp ain 
Ihould reap the benefit of his undertakings, he complied with the father’s defires and 
requeft, becaufe he now looked upon himfelf as a natural born Spaniard,* becaufe he 
had fo long refided there ; whilft he was following his project, and becaufe he had 
got children there ; which was *the caufe he rejected the offers made him by ftther 
Princes, as*he declares in a letter he writ to thejr highneffes in thefg words, “ that 
I might ferve your highneffes, I have refufed to take up with France, England and 
Portugal, the letters from which Princes your highneffes may fee in the hands of 
dodtor Villalan.” 


CHAP. 



t,TFE OF COLON, BY HIS SON. 


u 


CH AP . XIV. — How the Admiral returned to the Camp • before Granada , and took 

.. i his Leave of Their Catholic Majefties , having concluded nothing with them. 

THE admiral departing from the monaftery of Rabida near Palos, together with 
E. John Perez, to the camp of S. Faith, where their catholic majefties then were to 
carry on the fiege of Granada ; the faid father further informed the Queen, and prefled 
the bjifinefs fo home, that her majefty was pleafed the conferences about the difeovery 
Ihould be renewed. But the opinions of the prior of Prado and others of his followers 
varying, and on the other fide Colon demanding to be made admiral and viceroy, 
hefides other matters of great confcquence; it was thought too much to grant him, 
becaufe if what he promifed fucceedcd, they judged his demand too confiderable, and 
in cafe it did not, they thought it a folly to give fuch titles ; \Vhich made the bufinefs 
come to nothing. I cannot forbear declaring that I make great account of the admiral’s 
wifdom, refolution and forefight, for he being fo unfortunate in this affair, having 
fo earned a defire, as I have faid before, to remain’ in this kingdom, and being 
reduced to fuch a condition, that he ought to take up with any thing, it was a great- 
nefs of fpirit in him not to accept of any but great titles and honours, demanding ,<uth 
things as if he had forefeep and been more certainly affured of the fuccefs of his project, 
he could not have articled better, or more honourably than he did ; fo that at laft they 
were forced to grant, that he Ihould be admiral on the ocean, and enjoy all the 
allowances, privileges and prerogatives, that the admirals of Caftile and Leon had in 
their feveral feas, all and that civil employments, as well of government as admini- 
ftration of juftice, in all the iflands and continent fhould be wholly at his difpofal, and 
that all governments'Ihould be given to one or three perfons he fhould name ; and 
that he fhould appoint judges in all parts of Spain trading to the Indies, who fhould 
decide all matters relating to thofe parts. As for profit and revenue, he demanded, 
over and above the falary and perquifites of the aforefaid employments of admiral, 
viceroy and governor, the tenth of all that was bought, bartered, found, or got 
within the bounds of his admiralfhip, abating only the charge of the conqueft; fo that 
had there been one thoufand ducats in an ifland, one hundred were to be his. And 
becaufe his adverfaries faid he ventured nothing in that undertaking, but had the 
command of a fleet as long as it lafted, he demanded the eighth part of what he fhould 
bring home in his fleet, and he would be the eighth part of the expence. Thefe 
being matters of fuch confcquence, ahd their highnefles refufing to grant them, 
the admiral took leave of his friends, and went away towards Cordova, to take order 
for his journey into France, for he was refolved not to return to Portugal, though 
the King had writ to him, as fhall be faid. . 

CH 4 P. XV. — How Their Catholic Majefties fait aflerfthc Admiral , and granted him all 

he demanded. 

* 

IT was now the month of January in the year 149*, when the admiral departed 
from the camp of St. Faith, and that fame day Lewis tfe Santangel before mentioned, 
who did not approve of his going away, but very defirous to prevent it; went to the 
Queen, larfd ufing fuch words as his inclination fuggefted, to perfuade and reprove 
her at once, faid, he wondered to fee that her highnefs, who had always a great foul 
for all matters of momenj and confequence, fhould now want the heart to venture 
upon an undertaking, where fo little was ventured,' and which might redound fo 

much 
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xryjch to the glory of God and propagation of the faith, not without great benefit 
and honour to her kingdoms and dominions; and fuch in fhort, that if any other 
Prince fhould undertake *t, as the admiral offered, tha damage that would accrue to 
her crown was very vifible, and that then fhe 'would with juft canfc be much blamed 
by her friends and fervants, and reproached by her enemies, and all people would 
fay, fhe had well defervtd that misfortune ; and though fhe herfelf fhould never have 
caufe to repent it, yet her fucceffors would certainly feel the fmart of it. Therefore, 
fince the matter feemed to be grounded upon reafon, and the admiral who propofed it 
was a man of fenfe and wifdom, and demanded no other reward but what hi? fhould 
find, being willing to bear part of the charge, befides venturing his own perfon; 
her highnefs ought not to look upon it ’as fuch an iinpollibility as thofe fchoiars made 
it, and that what they laid that it would be a reflection on her if the enterprife did 
not fuccecd, as the admiral propofed, was a folly, and he was of a quite contrary 
opinion, rather believing they would be looked upon as generous and magnanimous 
Princes, for attempting* to difeover the fecrets and wonders of the world, as other 
monarchs had done, and it htrd redounded to their honour. But though the event 
were never fo uncertain, yet a confiderable fum of money would be well employed in 
clearing fuch a doubt. Befides that, the admiral only demanded two thoufand five 
hundred crowns to fit the fleet, and therefore fhe ought not to defpife that under¬ 
taking, that it might not be faid it was the fear of fpendiilg fofmall a fum that kept 
her back. The Queen knowing the fincerity of Santangd’s words, anfwered, thank¬ 
ing him for his good advice, and faying, fhe was willing to admit of the propofais, 
upon condition the execution were refpited, till fhe had a little breathing after the war. 
And yet if he were of another opinion, fhe was content that as much money as was 
requisite for fitting out the fleet, fhould be borrowed upon her jewels. But Santangel 
feeing the Queen had upon his advice condcfccnded to what fhe had refufed to all other 
perfons, replied, there was no need of pawning her jewels, for he would do her 
highnefs that finall fervice as to lend his money. Upon this refolution the Queen 
immediately fent an officer port, to bring the admiral back, who found him upon the 
bridge of Pinos, *wo leagues from Granada ; and though tht;- admiral was much con¬ 
cerned at the difficulties and delays he had met within his enterprife, yet underftanding 
the Queen’s will and refolution, he returned to the camp of St. Faith, where he \vas 
well entertained by Their Catholic Majefties, and his difpatch and articles committed 
to the fecretary John Coloma, who by thyir highneffes’ command and under their hand 
and feal, granted him all the articles tuid ckiufes we faid above he had demanded, 

without altering or diminiflung any thing 111 them. # 

• 

* CHAP. XVI. — How the Admiralfitted out three Car avals It go upon his Difcovery. 

THE aforefaid articles being granted by Their Catholic Majefties, lie fet out from 
Granada on the twelfth of May this year 14^2, for Palos, the port where he jvas to 
fit out hi* fhips, that town being obliged to ferve their highndfies three months with 
two caravals, w.hich they ordered fhould be given to the admiral. Thefe and another 
fhip he fitted out with all cane and diligence. The fhip he went in was called the St. 
Mary, another was La Pinta, whereof Martin Alonzo Pinzon was captain, and 
Vincent.Yanez Pinzon, brother to Alonzo, both of the town of Palos,4>f, the third 
which was called La Nina, and had fquare fails. They being furnifhed with all 
fieceffaries, and ninety men,' fet fail direftly towards the Canaries on the third of 
Auguft, and from that time forwards, the admiral was very careful to keep an exaft 
voi.. xii. e journal 
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journal of all that happened to him during the voyage, fpecifying what wind blew, 
how far he failed with every wind ; what currents he found, jmd what he faw by the 
way, whether birds, or ft flies, 6 r other jhings, which he always did in four voyages 
he made from Spain to the Indies. I will not write all thofe particulars ; for though 
to give an account of his voyage, and to fhew what impreffions and effects anfwercd 
the courfe and afpcfts of the ftass, and to relate what difference there is between that 
and our lea and our countries, would be now very beneficial ; yet I do not think all 
thofe particulars would now be plcafmg to the reader, whom fuch long and fuper- 
fiuous relations mult tire. Therefore 1 lhall only difeourfe of thofe things I lhall think 
neceffary and convenient. 


CHAP. XVII. — The Admiral arrived aI the Canary (/lands, and there j'urni/hed himfclf 

completely with all he wanted. 

THE next day after the admiral’s departure for the Canary illands, being 
Saturday the fourth of Auguft, the rudder of one of the caravals called La Pinta, 
broke loofe, and being therefore forced to lie by, the admiral foon came by her 
fide, but the weather blowing hard, could give no affdlnnce, yet commanders at lea 
are obliged fo to do^i to encourage thofe that arc in dillrefs. This he did the more 
readily, as mifdoubtyag this had happened by the contrivance of the matter, to avoid 
going the voyage, as he attempted to do before they fet out. Pinzon the captain, 
being an able feaman, foon repaired that fault with the help of fome ropes, fo that 
they were able to continue their voyage, till on Tuelday following, <he weather 
being rough, the ropes broke, and they were forced again to lie by to mend what 
had given way. From which misfortune of breaking of the rudder twice, any body 
that had been fuperftitious, might have foreboded its future difobedicnce to the 
admiral, when through the malice of Pinzon, it twice got away from him, as lhall 
be mentioned hereafter. 

To return to what we have in hand, they apply the beft remedy they could 
for the prefent, that they might at Icall reach the Canary iflands, which all three 
Ihips. difeovered on Thurfday the ninth of Auguft about break of day, but the wind 
being contrary, they could not come to an anchor at Gran Canaria, though very 
near it, that day nor the two following. Here the admiral left Pinzon, that going 
alhore he might endeavour to get another Ihip; and he to the fame purpofe went 
away to the ifland Gomera, with the 'caraVahoriled La Nina, that if they failed of a 
veffcl in one ifland, they might find it in the other. Thus he came to Gomera on the. 
Sunday following, being the twelfth day of Auguft, and fent his boat afhore, which 
returned in the morning, with the news that there was never a veffcl in the ifland at 
that time, but that they hourly expected the lady Beatrix de Bobadilla, proprictrefs 
of that fame ifland, who was then at Gran Canaria, and had hired a veffcl of forty 
tun, belonging to one Gradenna of Sevile, which being fit for the voyage he defigned, 
he might have taken. Therefore the admiral refolvcd to expeft him in that port, 
believing that if Pinzon had not been able to repair his own veffcl, he*- might himfclf 
have got another at Gomera. Having flayed there the two following days, and the 
veffel above mentioned not appearing, he fent a man aboard a bark that was bound 
from Gomera to Gran Canaria, to acquaint Pinzon where he lay, and aflift .him in 
fixing his rudder, writing to him that he did not go himfclf to aflift him, becaufc that 
veffcl could not fail. But jt feeing long after the departure of that bark, before the" 
admiral received any anfwer; he refolvcd on the twenty third of Auguft to return 

with 
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with his two veffels to Gran Canaria, and failing the next day, met in the way the 
aforementioned bark, which was not yet arrived at Gran Canaria, by reafon of the 
contrary winds. Having taken out the man he had dent aboard the bark, that night 
he failed clofe by Tenerife, where they faw ‘flames gufh out of the high rock com¬ 
monly called the Peake, or rather El Pico, which his men admiring at, he told them 
the occafton of that fire, proving what he laid by the example of Mount /tuna in 
Sicily, and of many others like it. Leaving that illand they arrived at Gran Canaria 
upon Saturday the twenty fifth, whither Pin/.on with much difficulty was got in but 
the day before. By him he was informed that the lady Beatrix was failed the ^Monday 
before, with that veil'd he took l'uch pains to get, and the others being much troubled 
at it, lie made the bell of whatever happened ; affirming, that fince it did not pleafe 
God he fliould meet wiih that veflel, it was perhaps becaule in finding it, he would at the 
fame time have met with fome obftacle or oppofition in prefling of it, and ha^e loft 
time in (hipping and unlhipping the goods, which would be a hindrance to his voyage : 
for this realon, leering* if lie returned to leek it at Gomera, he might mifs ol it by the 
way ; he refolved to repair his caraval the heft he could at Gran Canaria, making a 
new rudder, Ihe having loft hers, and to change the fails of the other caraval called 
La Nina, which were l'quare, to round, that file might follow the other fliips with 
lelif danger and agitation. # 


CIIAP. XVIII. — How the Admiralfet fail from ihe If and of Gran Canaria upon his Dif 
covery , and what happened to him on the Ocean . 

WHEN the fliips were refitted and in order to fail on Friday, (this by what follows 
ought to be Saturday) the firft of September ; in the afternoon the admiral weighed 
anchor, and departed Irom Gran Canaria, arriving the next day at Gomera, where 
four days more were l'pent in laying in provifions, wood and water; fo that next 
Thurfday in the morning which w f as on the fixth of September 14S2, which may be 
accounted the firft letting out upon the voyage on the ocean, the admiral departed 
from Gomera, and flood away to the wellward, but made but little way by reafon of 
the calm. On Sunday about day, he found himfelf nine leagues weft of the illand 
Ferro, where they loft fight of land, and many fearing it would be long before 
they lhould fee it again? fighed and wept, but the admiral, after comforting them all 
with great promifes of lands, and wealth, to raife their hopes, and leflen the fear they 
had conceived of the length of the way., ;h»ugh they failed eighteen leagues that day, 
lie pretended by his computation it was but fifteen, refohing all the voyage to keep 
fliort in his reckoning, that his men might not think themfelves fo far from Spain as 
they were, if he fliould truly fet down the way he made, which yet he privately marked 
down. Continuing thus his voyage, on Wednefday the twelfth of September, about 
fun-fetting, being about one hundred and fifty leagues weft of the illand Ferro, he dif- 
coverod a large body of the mjft of a tree of one hundred and Jwenty ton, which*feemed 
to have been,a long time upon the water. There and ibmewhat further the current fet 
ilrong toward^the north-call; but when he had run fifty leagues farther weftward, on 
the thirteenth of September,* he found that at night fall the needle varied half a point 
towards the north-eaft, and at break of day, half a point more, by which he underltood 
that thg needle did not point at the north liar, but at fome other fixed and nibble point. 
This variation no man had obferved before, and therefore he had occafion to be furprifed 
at it; but he was more amazed the third day after, rwhen he was almoft one hundred 
leagues further ; for at night the needles varied about a point to the north-eaft, and in the 

e 1 morning 
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morning they pointed upon the ftar. On Saturday the fifteenth of September, beigg 
almoft three hundred leagues welt of Ferro, at night they faw a wonderful flalh of 
light fall from the Iky into the lea, about four or five leagues diflance from the fhips 
towards the fouth-weft, though the weather was then fair, like April, the wind favour¬ 
able at north-ealt, the fea ftill, and the current fetting north-call. The men aboard 
the caravai, called La Nina, told the admiral, they had the Friday before feen a heron 
and another fort of bird, which the Spaniards call rabo de junco, which they were 
amazed at, thofc being the firft birds they had feen : but they were more furprifed 
the next day, which was Sunday, at the great abundance of weeds between green and 
yellow, that appeared upon the water, which feemed to be newly walhed away from 
fome ifland or rock. They faw enough of thefe wee’ds the next day, which made 
many affirm they were already near land, efpecially becaufe they faw a fmall lobfler 
alive among thofe weeds, which they faid iomewhat refembled the herb ftar-wort, 
but that the ftaJk and branches were long, and it was all full of fmall feeds. After¬ 
wards they obferved that the fea water was but half as fait ats before; befidcs, that 
night abundance of tunny filhes followed them, running along, and flicking fo dole 
to them, that thofe aboard the caravai Nina, killed one with a bearded iron. Being 
now three hundred and fixty leagues weft of Ferro, they faw another of thofe birds 
the Spaniards call rabo de junco, becaufe of a long feather their tail confifts of, 
and in Spanilh, rabo fignifies a tail, as junco is a rulh, fo that rabo de junco imports 
rulh tail. On Tuefday following, being the eighteenth of September, Martin Alonzo 
Pinzon, who was gone a-head with the caravai called Pinta, which was an excellent 
failer, lay by for the admiral, and told him he had feen a great number of birds fly 
away weftward, for which reafon he hoped to find land that night, and he thought he 
faw the land to the northward, fifteen leagues diftant; that day about fun-letting, 
looking very dark and cloudy. But the admiral knowing for certain it was no land, 
he would not lofe time to difeover it, as all his men would have had him ; forafinuch 
as he was not yet come to the place where he expected by his computation to find 
land, therefore they took in their top fails at night, becaufe the wind frelhened, 
having for eleven days ne ver abated one handful of fail, going ftill befoie the wind 
weftward. 


CHAP. XIX. — llow all the Men carefully* obferved what Signs they dfcovered, being 

eager to difeover Land. 

ALL the men aboard the (hips being unacquainted with that voyage, and fearful 
of the danger becaufe far from any relief, there were fome that began to mutter, 
and feeing nothing but iky and water, carefully obferved every thing that appeared, 
at greater diltance from land than any had been before. For which reafon I will 
relate all they made any account of, and this only in the firft voyage ; for I lhall not 
mention leffer tokens generally feen upon fuch occafions. On the 19th of September, 
in the morning, t a fowl called Alcatraz, which is a fort of fea-gull, flew over the 
admiral’s {hip, and others in the afternoon, which made him conceive hope of land, 
he imagining they would not fly very far from it. Upon thefe hopes, as foon as the 
wind abated, they founded with two hundred fathom of line; and though they found 
no bottom, they perceived the current now fet fouth-weft. On Thurfday, the 2 2d, 
two hours before noon, two alcatrazes came to the Ihip, and another fome time after; 
befides, they took a bird , like a heron, but that it was black, and had a white tuft oh 
the head, the feet like a duck, as commonly water-fowls have; they alfo caught a little 
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filh,^nd faw abundance of weeds} and about evening there came aboard three land- 
fowls Tinging, but at break of day they flew away, which was fome comfort to them} 
confidering that the other fowls being large, and ufed to-the water, might better go 
far from Jand, but that thefe little ones could not come from any far diftant country. 
Three hours after they faw another alcatraz, that dame from the weft-north-weft, and 
the next day afternoon they faw another rabo de junco and an alcatraz, and there 
appeared more weeds than before, towards the north, as far as they could fee ; which 
things fometimes were a comfort to them, believing they might come from fome near 
land, and fometimes they caufed dread, becaufe they were fo thick that in fome 
meafure they flayed the fhips, and fear making things worfe than they are, they 
apprehended that might befall them which is fabuloufly reported of St. Amaro in the 
frozen fea, who is faid not to fuffer fhips to ftir backwards or forwards, and therefore 
they fleered away from-thofe fhoals of weeds, as much as they could. But to return 
to the tokens : the next day they faw a whale, and on Saturday following, being the 
22d of September, fome fmall birds ; and the wind thofe days blew at fouth-weft, fome¬ 
times more and fometimes lefs weft, which, though contrary to their voyage, the admiral 
faid he looked upon as very good, and a help to them } becaufe the men continually mut¬ 
tering. among other things that increafed their fear, faid this was one; that fince the wind 
was always right a-ftern, they fhould never in thofe feas have a gale to carry them back; 
and though fometimes they found the contrary, they alleged that it was no fettled 
wind, and that not being ftrong enough to fwell the fca,*it would never carry them 
back fo far as they had to fail. Whatfocver the admiral could fay, telling them that 
the reafon was the lands being now near, which did not fuffer the waves to rife, and 
ufmg the beft argument he could, yet he affirms he ftoo'd in need of God’s particular 
affiftance, as Mofes did when he led the Ilraelites out of Egypt,.who forbore laying 
violent hands upon him, becaufe of the prodigies God wrought by his means. So, 
faid the admiral it happened to him in that voyage ; for upon Sunday following, the 
wind ftarted up at weft-north-weft, with a rolling fea as the men wifhed; and three 
hours before noon they faw a turtle fly over the ffiip, and about evening an alcatraz, 
a river fowl, find e ther white birds, and fome crabs among the weeds ; and the next 
day they fpied another alcatraz, and feveral fmall birds that came from the weft, and 
fmall fifties, whereof the men of the other vcffels ftuck fome with harping irons, 
becaufe they would not bite :>t the hook. 


CHAP. XX. — Ilow the Men mutinied /! turh bach, 07 id feeing other Signs and Tokens 
^ of Land, went on well enough JatisJkJ: 

. THE more the aforefaid tokens were found vain, the more they took occafion to ap¬ 
prehend and mutter; caballing together, and laying the admiral, out of a fooliffi fancy 
of his own, had defigned to make himfelf a great lord at the expence of their lives 
and danger; and fince they had done their duty in trying their # fortune, and had«gonc 
farther frcTm land and any fuccour than any others had done, they ought not to deltroy 
themfelvcs, nor proceed in that voyage, fince if they did, they fhould liave caufc to re¬ 
pent ; for provisions would fail fhort, and the fhips fail, which they knew were already 
fo faulty, that it would be hard to get back fo far as they were gone, and that none 
would condemn them for fo doing, but they would rather be looked up»n* as very' 
brave men for going upon fuch a defign and venturing fo far; and that the admiral 
ffeing a foreigner, and having no favour at court, and fo*many wife and learned men. 

‘ having 



30 LIFE OF COLON, BY HIS SON. 

having condemned his opinion, there would be nobody now to favour and defentj him, 
and they fhould fooner find credit, if they accufed him of ignorance and mifmanagement, 
than he, whatfoever he could lay for hitnfelf. Nor did there want fome who faid, that to 
end all difpute, in cafe he would not acquiefce to them, they might make fhort and throw 
him overboard, and give out, that' as he was making his obfervations he dropped into 
the fea; and no man would go about to enquire into the truth of it, which was the 
readied way for them to return home and lecure thcmfelves. Thus they went on 
from day to day, muttering, complaining, and omfuiting together : nor was the ad¬ 
miral without appreheniions of their incondaney, and ill intentions towards him. 
Therefore fotnctimcs with good words, and ibmetimes with a lull refolution to expofe 
his life; putting them in mind of the puniihmcnt due to them if they obftruded the 
“voyage, he in fome meafure quelled their appreheufions, and fuppreffed their ill 
defigns. To confirm the hope he gave them, he put them in mind of the aforefaiJ 
figns and tokens, affuring them they would il"vi find land; which figns they were 
fo attentive to, that they thought every hour a year till they faw land. On Tucfday 
the 25th of September, about fun-letting, as the admiral was difeourfmg with Pinzon, 
whofe fhip ivas very near, the faid Pinzon on a fudden cried out, “ Land, land, fir! 
Let not my good news mil’carryand fliewed him towards the fouth-wed a bulk 
which looked yery like an illand, about twenty, five leagues from the Ihips.! This 
was fo pleafing to the men, that they returned thanks to God ; and the admiral, who 
had given no credit to tfiefe words, to plcafe the men, and that they Ihould not ob- 
ftruft his voyage, ftood that way a great part of the night. Next morning they per¬ 
ceived that what they had leen were only clouds, which often look, like land ; for 
which reafon, to the great difiatisfaftion of mod of the failors, they turned the Herns 
of their Ihips weftward, as they had always done, except when the wind hindered. 
Continuing dill attentive to the figns, they faw an alcatraz, a rabo de junco, and 
other birds like thofe above mentioned. On Thurfday the 27th of September, in the 
morning, they faw another alcatraz corning from the wed, and failing ealhvard, and 
abundance of fifhes with gilt backs appeared, whereof they druck one with a harping- 
iron. A rabo de jut.co flew by them, and they found that the currents for thofe 
laft days were not fo regularly fixed as they ufed to be before, but turned with the 
tide, and there were not l'o many weeds as before. On Friday following, all the Ihips 
took fome fillies with gilt backs, and on Saturday they law a rabo de junco, which 
though it be a fea-fowl does not red on it, but flies always in the air, purfuing the 
alcatrazes, till it makes them drop their excrement for fear, which it catches in the 
air for its nourilhment; and thus it maintains itfelf on the fea; and it is reported 
there are many of them about the illands of Cabo Verde. Soon after they faw'two 
other alcatrazes, and abundance of flying fillies, which are about a fpan long, and 
have two little wings like a bat; they fly about a pilcqi high from the water, and a 
mulket-lhot in length, more or lefs, and fometimes they drop upon the Ihips. After 
noon they faw abundance of weeds lying in length nprth and fouth, as they had done 
before, befides three alcatrazes and a rabo dc junco that purfued them. 

On Sunday morning four rabo de juncoes came to the fhip, by reafon of whofe 
coming fo together, it was thought the land was nearer, efpecially becaufc foon after 
there flew by four alcatrazes, and abundance of weeds were feen in a line lying wed- 
north-ved and ead-fouth-ead, and alfo a great number of thofe fillies, they call 
emperadores, which have a very hard Ikin, and are not fit to eat. How much foever 
the admiral regarded theft? tokens, yet he never forgot thofe in the heaven, and ihe 
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courfe of the ftars. He therefore obfetved in this place, to his great admiration, 
that tfie Charles-wain at night appeared in the weft point, and in the morning they were 
directly north-eaft, by which* he gathered that their whole night’s courfe was but three 
lines, or nine hours, that is, fo many parts of twenty-four; and this he made out every 
night. He alfo perceived, that at night-fall the cotnpafs varied a whole point to the 
n<mh-weft, and at break of day it came right with the ftar. Thefe things confounded 
the pilots, till he told them the caufe of it was the compafs the ftar took about 
the pale, which was fome fatisfadion to them ; for this variation made them ap¬ 
prehend fome danger in fuch an unknown diftance from home, and fuch ftra*nge 
regions. 

CIIAP. XXI. — IIow they faw not only the aforementioned Signs and Tokens, but others. 

better than they, which were fome Comfort to the Men. 

• 

ON Monday the ifl of October, after fun-rifing, an alcatraz came to the (hip, and 
two more about ten in the morning, and long ftreams of weeds lay from eaft to weft. 
That day in the morning, the pilot of the admiral’s fhip faid they were five hundred 
and feventy-eight leagues weft of the ifland Ferro: the admiral faid, by his account, 
they were five hundred and eighty-four leagues; but in private he concluded it was 
feven "hundred and feven, which is one hundred and twenty-nine leagues more than 
/he pilot reckoned. The other two fhips differed very much in their computation, for 
the pilot of the caraval Ninna on Wednefday following, afternoon, faid they had failed 
five hundred and forty leagues, and the other of the caraval Pinta faid fix hundred 
and thirty-four. ^ Adding all they had failed during thofe three days, they were ftill 
much ffiort of truth; for they went always before the win'd, and had run much more. 
But the admiral, as has been faid, winked at this grofs miftake, that the men might 
not be quite dejeded, being fo, far from home. The next day, being the 2d of 
October, they law abundance of fifli, catched a fmall tunny, and faw a white bird, 
and many other fmallones, and the weeds they faw were withered and almoft fallen to 
powder. The next day alter, feeing no birds, but fome filh, they miftrufted they had 
left fome ifland$ on both hands, and were flipped between without difeovering them ; 
guefling that thofe many birds they had feen were palling from one ifland to another. 
They were very earnelt to fteer either one way or the other, to feek out thofe lands 
they imagined ; but the admiral would not confent, being unwilling to lole the fair 
wind that carried him away to weftward, which he accounted his fureft courfe; and 
befides, becaufe he thought it was leflening tlje reputation of his undertaking, to run from 
onejdace to another, feeking that which he always affirmed he well knew where to find. 
For .this reafon the men were ready to mutiny, continuing to mutter and confpire 
again!! him : but it pleafed God, as was faid above, to afiift him by the means of frefh 
tokens; for 011 Thurfday, the ^th of October, afternoon, above forty fparrows together, 
and two alcatrazes, flew fo near the fhips that a l'eaman killed one of them with a ftone; 
and before this they had feen another bird like a rabo de junco, and another likt* a 
fwallow, and. a great many tlying-li flies fell into the fhips. Next day there came a 
rabo dc junco and an alcatraz from ihe weftward, and abundance of Tparrovs were 
feen. On Sunday the 7th @f Odober, about fun-rifmg, fome figns of land 
appeared weftward, but being impeded, no man would fpeak of it, not fo much for 
the lhame that would follow of alferting what was not, as for fear of lofing .thirty 
crowns a year. Their Catholic Majefties had promifed for life, to him that fliould firlt 
diloever land; and to prevent their crying land, land, at every turn, as they might 
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do without caufe, at every turn, out of covetoufnefs of that allowance, it was ordered 
that whofoever faid he faw land, if it were not made out in three days after, Ihould 
lofe the reward, though afterwards he Ihould prove the firft difcoverer. All aboard 
the admiral being thus forewarned, none of them durft cry out land ; but thofe in 
the caraval Ninna, which was a better Tailor, and kept a-head, believing it to be cer¬ 
tainly land, fired a gun, and put out their colours in token of land. But the farther 
they failed, the more their joys vanilhed, till that appearance quite vanifhed, though 
it plcafed God foon after to give them fome manner of comfort, for they faw great 
flights of great fowl, and others of final 1 land-birds, flying from the well towards the 
fouth-weft. Therefore the admiral being now fo far from Spain, and fure that fuch 
fmall birds would not go far from land ; he'altered his courfe, which till then was weft, 
and flood to the fouth-weft, faying, that if he changed his road, it was becaufe he 
deviated but little from his firft deiign, and becaufe he would follow the example of 
the Portuguefc, who had difeovered moft of their iflands by means of fuch birds, and 
the more becaufe thofe they faw followed almolt the fame .way. He had always pro- 
pofed to himfelf to find land according to the place-they were then in ; fince as they 
well knew', he had often told them, he never expected to find land till he was leven 
hundred and fifty leagues to the weftward of the Canaries; within which diflance he 
had farther faid ( , he ftiould difeover Hifpaniola, which he then called Cipango'j and 
there is no doubt but he had found it, had not he known it was reported to lie in length 
from north to fouth: for which realon he had not inclined more to the fouth to run 
upon it, and therefore that and others of the Garibbee iflands lay now on his larboard- 
fide, fouth of him, whither thofe birds were directing their courfe. Being fo near to 
land was the reafon they continually faw luch abundance of birds; and on Monday the 
8th of Oftober, there came to the fhip twelve Tinging birds of feveral colours, and 
after flying a turn about the fhip, they held on their way. They alfo faw from the 
fhips many other birds flying towards the fouth-weft ; and that fame night abundance 
of large fowls were feen, and flights of fmall birds coming from the northward, and 
flying after the reft. Befides, they faw a good number of tunny fifh. In the morn¬ 
ing they fpied a jay, an alcatraz, ducks and fmall birds, flying the fame r way the others 
had done ; and they perceived the air to be frefli and odoriferous, as it is at Seville 
in April. But they were now fo eager to fee land, that they had faith in no figns 
whatfoever: fo that though on Wednefday the i oth of Qftober, they faw abundance 
of birds pafs by both day and night, yet, the men did not ceafe to complain, nor the 
admiral to blame their want of courage: tjeclaring to them, that right or wrong they 
muft go on in difeovering the Indies Their Catholic Majefties had fent them to. 

► 

CHAP. XXII. — How the Admiral difeovered the JirJl Land, which was an Ifiand called 

De Los Lucayos. 

THE admiral being no longer able to withftand fo many as oppofed him, it pleafed 
God that on Thurfday the nth of OQober, afternoon, the men took heart and 
rejoiced, having manifeft: tokens that they were near land, which were, that thofe aboard 
the admiral faw a green rufh fwim by the fhip, and then a great green fifh of that fort 
that goes not far from the rocks. Thofe aboard the caraval Pinta faw a cane and 
a ltaffrawd took up another ftaff curioufly wrought, and a fmajl board, and abundance 
of weeds frelh wafhed away from the banks. Thofe in the caraval Ninna faw other 
fuch like tokens, and a branch of a thorn full of red berries, which feemed to c ,be 
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neyly broke off. By thefe tokens, and reafon itfelf, the admiral being affured he was 
near land, at night, after prayers, he made a fpeech to all the men in general, putting 
them, in mind how great a mercy it was that Gpd had brought them fo long a voyage 
with fu^h fair weather, and comforting them with tokens which every day were plainer, 
.and plainer; therefore he prayed them to be very watchful that night, fince they well 
knew that in the firft article or the in/truflions he gave tjach /hip at the Canary iflands, 
he ordained that when they had failed feven hundred leagues to the weft ward, without 
difeovering land, they /houid lie by from midnight till day. Therefore, fince they had 
not yet obtained their defires in difeovering land, they fhould at lead exprefs their zeal 
in being watchful. And forafnuch, as he had molt allured hopes of finding land that 
night, every one /houid watch in h : nlat e ; for befides the gratuity their highneffes 
had promifed of thirty crowns . year tor life, to him that firft law land, he would give 
him a velvet double*' »Atrc • ' ’ at)ou, ten at night, as the admiral was in the great 
cabin, he faw a light a/hore but /a. , it was fo blinu he c-mlJ not affirm it to be land, 
though he called one Peter Gu-.ieres, and bid him obferve wliether he faw the faid light, 
who faid he did ; but prefen' 1/ they call'd me Roderick Sanchez of Segovia, to look 
that way, but he could not lev it, becmife be came not. up time enough where it might 
be /pen ; nor lid they fee it afterwards above vine:' m twice, winch made them judge 
it might b • a candle or torch belonging u foni. fi/lvrman or traveller, who lifted it 
up and let it fall down ; or perhaps th . i.tic\ were jvo.ile going from one houfe to 
a.., .her, becaufe it va liftied and fudde»!\ a*>::i ar d agam ; fo that few would guefs 
but that they were near land Being new v . in *ch upon their guard, they /till held 
on their courlo, till abwu two in the m< w’ng .he carayal Pinta, which being an ex¬ 
cellent failer was far a-head, gave the ligirtl ca land, which was firft difeovered by a 
Jailor whofe name was Roderick teTrianu be: g two leagues from Ihore. But the 
thirty crowns a year was not gianted iy .heir catholic majellies to him, but to the 
admiral, who had fecn the light in the tnidft of darkne/s, fignifying the fpiritual light he 
was then fpreading in thole dark regions. Being now near land, all the /hips lay by, 
thinking it a long time till morning, that they might fee what thev had fo long 
defired. • ° 


CHAP. XXIII. — How tl±c Admiral went ajhorc and took pojfcj/ion for Their Catholic 

Maj fiics. 

DAY appearing, they perceived St was .an ifiand, fifteen leagues in length, plain, 
without hills, and full of green trees and deli ‘oys wpmrr, with a great lake in the 
middle, inhabited by abundance of people, who rat down * > the /Lore aftonilhed and 
admiring at the fight of the /hips, believing them . > be i.mie l’vmg creatures, and were 
impatient to know certainly what they were. No-we,e the Cliriftians lefs hafty to 
know them, whofe curiofity was foon fatisfied, for they ‘bon came to an anchor; the 
admiral went a/hore with his bo.-tf well armed, and the royal /laniard difplayed, as*did 
the captain# of jhe other two /hips in their boats, with their particular colours of this 
enterprize, which,were a green crofs with an F. on the one fide, and oil the other the 
names of Ferdinand and Ifabel, or Elizabeth crowned. Having all given thanks to 
God, kneeling on the ihore, and .biffed the ground with tears of joy, for the great 
mercy received, the admiral flood up, and called that ifiand St. Salvador. After that 
he took poffcffion for Their Catholic Majeflies, in the ufual words, and with tie 
fotemnity proper in thofe cafes; abundance of the native that were come out being 
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prefent, and cohfequently the Chriftians admitted him as admiral and viceroy, and 
fwore to obey him as reprefenting their Highneffes’ perfons, and with fuch expreflions 
of joy as became their mighty fuccefs, all of them begging his pardon for all the 
affronts they had done him through their fear and irrefolution. Abundance of the 
Indians being come down to this rejoicing, and the admiral perceiving they wefe peace¬ 
able, quiet, and very fimple people, he gave them fome red caps, and ftrings of glats 
beads, which they hung about their necks, and other things of fmall value, which they 
valued as if they had been (tone of high price. 

CHAP. XXIV. — The Manners and Cti/lojjis of thofe People, and what the Admiral 

Jaw in that JJland. 

THE admiral being gone off to his boats, the Indians followed him to them and to 
the ihips fwimming, and others in their canoes, carrying parrots, bottoms of fpun cotton, 
javelins, and other fuch trifles to barter for glafs beads, bells,, and other things of fmall 
value. Like people in their original fimplicity, they went naked as they were born, and 
a woman that was among them had no other clothing. Moft of them were young, 
not above thirty years of age ; of a good ftature; their hair lank, thick, very black 
and Ihort, being r cut above their ears, except fome few who had let it grow doWn to 
their Ihoulders, and fiad tied it with a ftrong thread about their head like women’s 
treffes. Their countenances were pleafant, and their features good, but their too high 
foreheads made them look fomewhat wild. They were of a middle ftature, well 
ihaped, plump, but of an olive colour like the people of the Canaries, or peafants that 
are fun-burnt. Some were painted with black, fome with white and others with red; 
fome only the faces, others the whole body, and others nothing but the eyes and nofe. 
They had no weapons like our men, nor knowledge of them ; for when the Chriftians 
fbewed them a naked fword, they took it fimply by the edge. Nor had they any 
knowledge of iron, and therefore they made their javelins we mentioned of wands, 
with the points hardened at the fire, arming them with a fifh bone inftead of iron. 
Some of them having fears of wounds about them, and being aiked by ftgns how they 
came by them, they anlwered by figns that people came from other iflands to take 
them away, and they received thofe wounds in their own defence. They feemed 
ingenious and of a voluble tongue, for they eafily repeated the words they once heard. 
There was no fort of creatures there but parrots, which they carried to barter among 
the other things we have fpokc of, and. in this trade they continued till night. Next 
day, being the 13th of October, in the morning many of them came down to the fhore 
and went aboard in their boats called canoes, which were made of one piece, being the 
body of a tree hollowed like a tray. The biggeft of them were fo large, they con¬ 
tained forty or forty-five men, and fo fefs and lefs, till fome would hold but one. They 
rowed with a paddle like a baker’s peel, or thofe they ufe in drefling hemp; true it is, 
that'the oars are not fixed on the fide with pins to turn as ours are, but they dip them 
in the water, and pull back as if they were digging. Thefe canoes are fo fight and fo 
artificially built,' that if they overfet they foon turn them right again, fwimming, and 
empty the water by throwing the water from fide to fide like a weaver’s fhuttle; and 
when it is above half out, they lade out what remains with dried calabaflies cut in two, 
which thtty carry for that purpofe. That day they brought fuch things to barter for 
as they had the day before, giving all they had for any fmall things they could get. 
Jewels or any fort ©f metal'were not feen among them, except fome fmall plates,of 
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gold which hung at their noftrils j and being afked whence they had that gold, they ^ 
answered by figns towards the fouth, where there was a King who had abundance of 1 
pieces and veffels of gold* expreffing'that towards the fouth and fouth-weft, there were 
many other iflands and large countries. Being very covetous of anything of ours,, 
and befog themfelves but poor, and having nothing to give in exchange, as foon as 
'they came aboard, if they could lay their hands on any thing, though it were but a 
piece of a broken earthen glazed dilh or porringer, they leaped into the fea and fwam 
afhore; and if they brought any thing aboard, they would give it for any trifling 
thing of ours, or bit of broken glafs, to that fome of them gave fixteen bottoms of 
cotton for three fmall pieces of Portugiu le brafs coin not worth a farthing; thel’e bot¬ 
toms weighed twenty-five pounds, and* the cotton was very well fpun. Thus they 
fpent the day, and at night they all went afhore. It is to be obferved, that their 
liberality in dealing did not proceed from the great value they put upon thofe things 
themfelves which they had of our men, but becaufe they valued them as being ours, 
looking upon it as moft certain that our men were come down from heaven, and 
therefore they earneftly defired to have fomething left them as a memorial. 

CK4P. XXV. — How the Admiral departed from that IJland , and went to difeover 

others. 

NEXT Sunday, being the' 15th’ of Oftober, the admiral run along the coaft of the 
Hland, towards the north-weft, in his boats, to difeover fomething about it; and that 
way he went, he found a large bay or harbour capable, of containing all the fhips in 
Chriftendom. The people feeing him fcour along, ran after, along the fhore, crying 
out, and protnifing to give him provifions, calling others to come to fee the people 
dropped from heaven upon earth, and lifted up their hands to heaven, as it were 
giving thanks for their coming. Many of them fwimming, or in their canoes, as beft 
they could, canto to the boats, afking by figns, whether they were come down from 
heaven, and praying them to land and reft themfelves. The admiral gave them all 
glafs beads, ^sins, and other trifles, rejoicing at their great Simplicity, till he came to a 
pcnfofula, which made a good port, and where a good fort might be made. There 
he faw fix houfes of the Indians with gardens about them, as pleafant as they are in 
C.aftile in May. But hitmen being weary of rowing, and he plainly perceiving that 
was none of the land he looked for, non fo beneficial, as that he fhould make any 
longer flay there, he took feven of thofg Indians to ferve him as interpreters; and 
returning to his fhips, failed for other iflands that amid be difeovered from the prnin- 
fuja, and appeared to be plain, green, and very populous, as the-Indians themfelves 
affirmed. The next day being Monday, the 16th of October, he came to one that 
•fras feven leagues from the other, and called it St. Mary of the Conception. That 
fide of this ifland next St. Salvador extended north-weft five leagues in length, but 
the admiral went to that fide yhich lies eait and weft, and is .above ten leagues in 
length ; a«d b§ing come to an anchor towards the weft, landed to dc^as he had done 
in the other, ilere the people of the ifland ran together to fee the Chriftians, ad¬ 
miring as the others had done? The admiral perceiving this was the fame thing as 
the laft, the next day, being Tuefday, failed weftward to another ifland confidently, 
bigger, and anchored upon the coafl of it, which runs north-weft and fouth-raft, above 
twenty-eight leagues. This was like the others, plain, had a firv» flrand, and was 
called Fernandina. Before th'ey came to this ifland, and Tha^ of the Conception, they 
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^found a man in a fmall canoe, who had a piece of their bread, and a calabafh of water, 
*and a little earth like Vermillion, wherewith thofe people paint their bodies, as was faid 
above, and fome dry leaves, which they value, as being of a fweet fcent and wholefome * 
an^in a little balket he had a firing of beads of green glafs, and two fmall pieces of Por- 
tuguefe money, by which it was gueffed that he was come from St. Salvador, that he, 
had palled by the Conception, and was going to Fernandina to carry news of the 
Chriftians: but becaufe the way was far and he weary, he came to the Ihips, was 
taken tip with his canoe, and courteoufly treated by the admiral, defigning as loon as 
he came to land to fend him afliore, which he did, that he might fpread the news, 
i he good account he gave cauled the people of hcruatuliiia to come aboard in their 
canoes, to exchange the fame fort of things the others had done before, for rhefe 
people were like the reft ; and when the boat went aftiore for water, the Indians very 
readily fhowed where it was, and carried a fmall calk-full on their Ihouklers to fill the 
hog {heads in the boar. They feetned to be a wifer and difereeter people than the ftrft, 
and as fuch bargained harder for what they exchanged, had cotton doth in their houfes’ 
and bed-clothes; and the women covered their privities with ftiort hanging cotton 
cloths, and others with a fort of fwathe. Among other notable things they law in 
that iUand, were feme frees which l'eemcd to be grafted, becau/e they had leaves and 
branches of four pr five feveral forts, and yet were natural. They alfo law fifties 
of feveral fhapes and fine colours, but no fort of land creatures but lizards and fnakes 
The better to dii'cover the ifland, they failed away north-weft, and came to an anchor at 
the mouth of a beautiful harbour, at the entrance whereof was a fmall ifland, and 
therefore they could not get in, there being but little water; nor did they much 
care, becaufe they would not be far from a town that appeared at a diftance : for in the 
biggeft ifland they had yet feen they had not found above twelve or fifteen houfes 
together, built like tents, in which they faw no other ornaments or moveables but 
what they carried to the ihips to exchange. Their beds were like a net, drawn toge¬ 
ther in the nature of a fling tied to two polls in their houfes, in which they lie. Here 
they faw fome dogs like ntaftiffs, and others like beagles, but none of them barked. 

r 

CHAP. XXVI .—How the Admiral failed by other {/lands that were in fight where 

he was. 

FINDING nothing of value in this ifland Fernandina, on Friday the 19th of October 
they failed away to another, called Saomotto, to which he gave the name of Ifabella to 
proceed regularly in his names; for the lirft which the Indians called Guanabani’he 
called St. Salvador, or St. Saviour, in honour of God, who had fhewed it, and delivered 
him from many dangers. The fecond, for his particular devotion, to the conception 
of the Virgin Mary, and becaufe flie is the great patronefs of Chriftians, he called 
St. Mary of the Conception ; the third he called Fernandina, in honour of the Catholic 
King • and the fourth Ifabella, in memory of the Cathplic Queen ; and the next after 
it which was Cuba, he ftyled Joanna, in refpect to Prince John, heir of Caftrle, having 
in thefe names regard to both fpirituals and temporals. True it is, that as to goodnefs b 
extent, and beauty, he faid this Fernandina far exceeded the others ; for befides that it 
abounded in delicious waters, pleafant meadows and trees, among which were many aloes- 
there wei‘e 'in it fome hills, which the others wanted, being very plain. The admiral ena¬ 
moured with its beauty, and to perform the ceremony of taking pofleflion, landed upon 
fome meadows as pleafant arid delightful as they are in Spain in April j and there was 

heard 
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heard the finging of nightingales and other birds fo fweat that he could fcarce depart. 
Nor*were they only about the trees, but flew through the air in fuch fwarms that they 
darkened he fun, and tribft of them differed much from our birds. There being 
abundance of water and lakes, near to one of them they faw a fort of alligator, feven 
feet longj and above afoot wide in the belly, which being difturbed by our men threw 
it'felf into the lake; but it not being deep they killed it with their fpears, not without 
dread and admiration, becaufe of its fierce and frightful look. Time afterwards made 
them look upon this as a dainty, it being the belt food the Indians had, forafmuch as 
when that horrid fkin and the feales that cover it are taken off the flelh is very white 
and very delicious j the Indians call them yvanas. Being very defirous to know more 
of that country, and it being then late, tht*y left that creature for the next day, when 
they killed another, as they had done the firft ; and travelling up the land found & 
town, the people whereof fled, carrying away as much of their goods as they could. 
The admiral would not fuller any thing of what they had left to be taken away, led 
they Ihould look upon the. Chriffians as thieves. Therefore their fear being foon over, 
they came of their own accord to the Ihips to barter as the others had done. 

CHAP. XXVII. — How the Admiral difeovered the IJland of Cuba ; ami what he 
*• found there. 9 

THE admiral having learned the fecrets of the ifland Ifabella,. its product, and the 
manners of the people, would lofe no more time among thofc illands, becaufe they 
were many and like one another, as the Indians laid. He therefore fet fail with a fair 
wind for a very, large country much applauded by them all, called Cuba, which lay 
towards the fouth, and on Sunday the 28th of October, f>e came up with the coaft of 
it on the north fide. This ifland at firlt fight appeared to be better and richer than 
thole before-named, as well by reafon of the beauty of its hills and mountains, as for 
the variety of trees, the large plains, and the greatnefs and extent of its coafts and 
rivers. Therefore to get fomc knowledge of its people, he came to an anchor in a 
large river, where the trees were very thick and fall, adorned with fruit and bloffoms, 
differing from ours, and where there were abundance of birds, the place moll deli¬ 
cious, for the grafs was high, and nothing like ours ; and though there were feveral 
forts of herbs known to us, yet the great variety made our men not know them. 
Going to two houfer that*wort not far off, they found the people were fled for fear, 
and had left their nets and all other filhing-tockle, and a dog that did not bark. As the 
admiral had ordered, nothing was touched, /or it was enough for him at prelent to fee 
wjtat their lood and neceffaries were. Returning to jheir (hips they held on their courle 
weftward, and came to another river, which the admiral called de Mares, or of leas. 
This much exceeded the other, beoaufe a fliip could turn it up, and the banks were much 
inhabited ; but the people feeing the Ihips, fled towards the mountains, which appeared, 
and were high, round, and covered with trees and pleafant plants, whither the Indians 
conveyed all they could carry a^ay. The admiral being difappointed, by the people’s 
fear, of learning any thing of the nature of the ifland, and confidering if he landed with 
many men it woqld increafe their terror, he rel'olved to fend two Chrtftians, with one 
of the Indians he brought from St. Salvador, and with one of that country, who ven¬ 
tured to come aboard in his canoe. Thefe he ordered to travel up into the country, 
making much of the natives they met by the way ; and that no time mi^ht be loll' 
whilft they were going, he ordered the fhip to be laid alhore to careen her, where 
ttey obferved that all the fire they made was maftic, whdVeof there was plenty all the 
country over. This tree is in all refpe&s like our maftic-tree, but much bigger. 

1 - CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. — How the two Chrijlians returned, and the Report they made of what 

they had feen. 

THE {hip being repaired and ready to fail, the Chriftians returned with two Indians 
on the 5th of November, faying they had travelled twelve leagues up the land, and 
came to a town of fifty pretty large houfes, all of timber covered with lfraw, and made 
after the manner of pavillions, like the others; that they contained about one thoufand 
people, becaufe all that were of one family lived in a houfe ; that the principal men of 
the place came out to meet them, and led them by the arms to their town, giving them 
one of thofc great houfes to lodge in, where‘they made them fit down upon feats made 
of one piece, in ftrange lhapes, and almoft like fome creature that had {hort legs, and 
the tail lifted up to lean againft, which is as broad as the feat, for the conveniency of 
leaning, with a head before, and the eyes and ears of gold. Thcfe feats they call 
duchi, where the Chriftians being feated, all the Indians fat about them on the ground, 
and then came one by one to kifs their hands and feet, believing they came from 
heaven , and they gave them fome boiled roots to eat, not unlike chefnuts in tafte ; 
earneflly entreating them to ftay there among them, or at leal! to red themfclves five 
or fix days, becauic the two Indians they took with them gave thole people an excellent 
character of the Chriftians. Soon after many women coming in to fee them the men 
went out, and thcfe with no lefs refpett killed their feet and hands, offering them what 
they brought. When their time came to return to the {hips many Indians would go along 
with them, but they would admit only of the king, his l'on and one fervant, whom the 
admiral did much honour to \ and thefe Chriftians told him that in their way out and 
return they had found fcveral towns, where they were entertained with the fame 
courtcfy, but that there u'ere not in them above five houfes together ; befides, that by 
the way they met many people, who always carried a lighted firebrand, to light fire and 
perfume thcmfelves with certain herbs they carried along with them, and to roaft fome 
of thofe roots they gave them, lorafmuch as that was their principal food. They alfo 
Jaw very many forts of trees and plants, which were not to be feen about the fea-coaft ; 
and great variety of birds far differing from ours, but that among them there were 
partridges and nightingales. As for four-footed creatures they had feen none, but 
dumb dogs. That there was a great deal of tilled land, fomp fowed with thofc roots, 
a fort of beans, and a fort of grain they call maize, w'hich was well tafted, baked or 
dried, arid made into flour. They faw vjift quantities of cotton well fpun, in bottoms, 
infomuch that in one houfe only, thcy'faw above twelve thoufand five hundred 
pounds ol it. The plants it comes from are not let but grow naturally about the 
fields like rofes, and open of themfclves when they are ripe, but not all at the fame 
time; for upon one and the kune plant they had feen a little young bud, another 
open, and a third coming ripe. Of thcfe plants the Indians afterwards carried great 
quantities aboard the fhips, and gave a bafkct-full for a thong of leather ; yet none of 
them make ufe of it to’ clothe themfclves, but only to make nets for their byds, which 
they call hamacds, and in weaving aprons for women to cover their nakednefs. Being 
afked whether they had gold or pearls, or fpice, they made figns that there was great 
plenty towards the caff, in a country they called Bohio, which is the ifland of Hif- 
■pamoia,rbirt it is not yet certainly known what place they meant. 
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CHAP. XXIX. — How the Admiral dejijled from following the weflern Coq/l of Cuba , 

and turned eajlward towards Hifpaniola. 

THE* admiral having this account, and refolving to flay no longer in that river, 
ordered fome natives of that iiland to be taken, defigning to carry fome from all parts 
into Spain to give an account of his country j and accordingly twelve were feized, men, 
women and children, and this fo peaceably, and without any difturbance, that when 
they were ready to fail with them, the hufband of one of the women, and father of 
two children that had been carried aboard, came to the flaps in a canoe defiring.he 
might be taken along with them, and not parted from his wife and children, which 
extremely pleafed the admiral, who ordered he fhould be received, and they all well 
ufed and made much ok That fame day, being the 13th of November, he came about 
to the eaftward, defigning for the ifland they called Bohio. The wind blowing hard 
at north, he was forced to come to an anchor again in the fame ifland of Cuba, among 
fome high iflands lying near a Urge port, which he called del Principe, or the Prince’s 
port, and the fea Our Lady’s. Thefe iflands lay fo thick and clofe, there was not 
above a quarter of a league diftance between them at fartheft, and but a mufket-fhot 
for th*e moft part. The channels were fo deep, and fo well adorned with trees and 
greens, that it was very delightful going among them ; and among the multitude of 
other trees there were abundance of maftic, aloes and palm, the trunk green and finooth, 
and other plants of fundry forts. And though thefe iflands were not inhabited, yet 
there appcarc'4 the tokens of many fires made by fifljermen ; for as it afterwards 
appeared, the people of Cuba went together in great number in their canoes over to 
thefe iflands, and abundance more that lie hereabouts uninhabited, and live upon the 
fifh they catch, upon birds, crabs, and other things they find on the earth ; forafmuch 
as generally the Indians eat abundance of filthy things, fuch as great fpiders, worms 
that breed in rotten wood and other corrupt places, and abundance of fifh almoft raw ; 
for as foon as taken, before they roaft it, they dig out the eyes to eat, and many other 
fuch things they feed on, which befides that they are naufeout, would kill any of us 
fhould we eat them. They follow this fifhing and birding according to the feafon, 
fometimes in one ifland, fometimes in another, as one that changes his diet, being weary 
of the laft. But to return to the iflands of Our Lady’s Sea : in one of them the Chrif- 
tians, with their f'words, killed a beaft like a badger, and in the fea? found much mother 
of pearl; and cafting their nets, among many* other forts of fifh they caught, one was 
like a fwine, all covered with a very hard fkin, no part whereof was foft but the tail. 
They alfo obferved that in this fea and the iflands the tide fwelled and fell much lower 
than in other places where they had been till then, and their tides were quite contrary 
to ours, for it was low water when the moon was fouth-weft and by fouth. 


CHAP. XXX.p— How the Admiral fet fail again eajlward for Hifpaniola , and one of 

the Ships forfook him. 

ON Monday the 19th of November the admiral departed from the Prince’s port in 
Cuba, and the fea of Our Lady, fleering eaftward. for the ifland of Bohio and Hif-' 
paniola, btit the wind being contrary, he was forced to ply two or three days between 
the ifland Ifabella, which the Indians call Somoto: and tl*e faid Prince’s port, which 
lie almoft north and fouth, about twenty-five leagues diftant, in which fea he flill found 
long traces of thefe weeds he had feen in the ocean, and he perceived they fwam along 
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the current and never lay athwart it. During this time Martin Alonzo Pinzon, being 
informed by certain Indians he had concealed aboard his caraval, that in the ifland 
Bohio, which he faid was Hifpaniola, there was great plenty of gold ; covetoufly blind- 
iejg him, on Wcdnefdav the 21ft of November, he went away from the admiral without 
any ftrefs of weather or any other occafion, for he could have come up to him before 
the wind, but would not; and fo making as much way as poffibly he could, his veflel 
being an excellent failer, he made forwards all Thurfday, whereas they had failed in 
fight of one another all the day before, and night coining on he quite vanifhed. Thus 
the admiral was left only with two ihips, and the weather not being fit for his vcffels 
to fail over towards Hifpaniola he was forced to return to Cuba, to another port not 
far from the Prince’s, which he called St. Catharine’s, there to take in wood and water. 
In this port he accidentally faw figns of gold on foine Hones in the river where they 
were watering, and up the country there were mountains full of fuch tall pine trees as 
would make mails for the bigged Ihips. Nor was (here any want of wood for planks 
to build as many Ihips as they would, and among them oaks and others like thofe in 
Caftile. But perceiving that all the Indians directed Kim to Hifpaniola, he run along 
the coait ten or twelve leagues farther towards the fouth-ead, meeting all the way 
excellent harbours and many large rivers. The admiral lavs fo much of the delight- 
fulnefs and beauty of that country, that I have thought lit here to fet down his own 
words, fpeaking of the mopth of the river, which makes a harbour by him called 
Puerto Santo, or holy harbour. Thus he fays, “ When l went with the boats before 
me to the mouth of the harbour towards the i'outh, I found a river up whofe mouth a 
galley could eafily row, and the way up it was fuch, that it was not to be difeovered 
but clofe by ; the beauty of it invited me to go up a boat’s length, where I found 
from five to eight fathom water; and proceeding, I went a confiderable way up the 
river in the boats ; becaufe as well the beauty and delightfulnefs of the river and the 
clearnefs of the water, through which I could fee the land at the bottom; as the 
abundance of palm-trees of feveral forts, the Knell and higheft I had yet met with ; 
the other, infinite number of large green trees, the birds, and the verdure of the plain, 
tempted me to fix there for ever. This country, mod Serene Princes, <s fo wonder¬ 
fully fine, as far exceeds all other beauty and delightfulnefs, as the day in brightnefs 
exeeds the night. Therefore I often told my companions, that though I diould 
never fo much endeavour to give your Highneffes a perfect 'account of it, my tongue 
and pen would always fall Ihort of the truth. And to fay the truth, I was aftonilhed 
to fee fo much beauty, and know not how. to exprefs it; for I have writ of the other 
countries, of their trees and fruits,- of the plants and ports, and of all that belonged fo 
them, as largely as I was able, yet not as I ought, fince all men affirmed it was itn- 
poffible any other country cotild be more delicious. Now I am filent, wiffiing this 
may be feen by others, who will write of it, that they may prove how little credit is to be 
got more than I have done in writing or fpeaking of that place, confidering what it 
defel'ves.” The admiral going on with his boats faw a canoe among the trees in the port, 
drawn upon laigl under a bower, which canoe was made of the body of one free, and as 
big as a twelve-oar barge, and in fome houfes hard by they found a ball of wax and a 
man’s fcull in two balkeis hanging at a pod. The fame they afterwards found in an¬ 
other houle,' which made our men judge they were the (culls of the founders of thofe 
houfes. * *0 people appeared to receive any information of, for as foon as • ever they 
faw the Chridians they fled from their houfes to other parts. Afterwards they found 
another canoe about fevynty feet long, that would carry fifty perfons, made like the 
othgr we fp<flce of frpfore. 
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ClfAP. XXXI. — How the Admiral failed over to Hifpaniola , and what he faw there. 

THE admiral having failed one hundred and* fix leagues eaftward along the coaftjof, 
Cuba came to the eaft point of it, which he called Alpha, and on Wednefday the 5th 
6f December (truck off to fail over to Hifpaniola, diftant fixtecn leagues from Cuba 
eaftward, and by realbn of fome currents could not reach it till the next day, when he put 
into Port St. Nicholas, fo called by him in memory of that faint whofe feftival was that 
day. The port is large, deep, fafe, and encompaffed with many tall trees, btit the 
country is more rocky, and the trees are lefs, that is, like thofe of Caftile, among 
which there were finall oaks, myrtle, and other flirubs, and a pleafant river ran along 
a plain towards the port, all about which there were large canoes like fifteen-oar 
barges. The admiral not being able to meet with any of thofe people, ran along* the 
coaft northward, till he came to a port he called the Conception, which lies ahnoft due 
fouth of a fmall ifland abgut the bignefs of Gran Canaria, which was afterwards called 
Tortuga. Perceiving that this.ifland Bohio was very large, and that the land and trees 
were like thofe of Spain ; and that at one draught of a net they had taken feveral filhes, 
like thofeof Spain,as foies, falnion, pilchards, crabs, and fome others, therefore onSunday 
the 3»h of December, they gave it the name of Efpannola, as called in Englifh, Hif¬ 
paniola. All of them being very defirous to enquire into thc.nature of this ifland; 
whillfc the men were fifliing on the fhore, three Chriftians travelled along the moun¬ 
tain, and lighted on a company of Indians, as naked as thofe they had feen before, who 
feeing the Chriftians draw near them, in a great fright ran into the thickefl of the 
wood, as having no clothes to hinder them. The Chriftians, to get fome information, 
ran after them, but could only overtake a young woman, who had a plate of gold 
hanging at her nofe. She was carried to the fliips, where the admiral gave her feveral 
baubles, as bells and glafs, and then font her afliore, without the leaft difgtlft; offered 
her, ordering three Indians of thofe he brought from the other iflands to go with her, 
and three Chriftians, to the town where (he dwelt. The next day he fent eleven men 
afliore well aymed, who having travelled four leagues, found a fort of town or village 
of aboye one thoufand houfes, fcattered about a valley, the inhabitants whereof feeing 
the Chriftians, all fled to the woods. But the Indian guide, whom our men brought 
from St. Salvador, went after them, and faid l'uch things to them of the Chriftians, 
affirming they were people come from heayc-n, that he perfuaded them to turn back 
quietly and without any fear. Afterwards.fuil of aftonifhment, they would lay their 
hands on our men’s heads by way of honour, brought them to eat, and gave them all 
rlfgy defired, without afking any return, praying them to ftay that night in their vil¬ 
lage. The Chriftians would not accept of ihe invitation, but returned to their (hips, 
carrying the news that the country was very pleafant, abounding in their provifions: that 
the people were whiter and handfomer than any they had yet feen in the other iflands, 
and that they were tradable and # courteous, and told them the country where the £old 
was found lay farther eaftward. The admiral hearing this account, fet fail immediately, 
though the win’d was contrary, and on Sunday following, being the 15th of December, 
as he was plying between Hifpaniola and Tortuga, he found one Indian alone in a little 
canoe, which they all wondered was not fwallowed by the fea, the wind and the waves 
were fo high. He took him into the fhip, carried him to Hifpaniola anS fet him 
afliore with feveral gifts. He told the Indians how kindly he had been ufed, and 
fppke fo well of the Chriftians that abundance of them* came prefently aboard, but 
they brought nothing of value, except fame final! grains of gold hanging at their ears 
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and noftrilsV and being aflced whence they had that gold, they made figns there was a 
great deal higher up. The next day there came a great canoe from the iiland Tor¬ 
tuga, which was near the place where the admiral lay at alichor, with forty men in 
*t, 4 ft fach time as the Cacique or lord of that port of Hifpaniola was upon the Ihore, 
bartering a plate of gold he had brodght. When he and his faw the canoe, 'they all 
fat themfelves down upon the ground, as a fign they would not fight. Immediately 
almoft all thofe in the canoe landed, againft whom the Cacique of Hifpaniola got up 
alone, and with threatning words made them return to their canoe. Then he threw 
water after them, and taking up ftones off the ftrand, call them into the fea towards 
the canoe. But when they were all in fubmiffive manner returned to their canoe, he 
took up a ftone and delivered it to one of the admiral’s officers, to throw at thofe in 
the canoe, to exprefs that he took the admiral’s part againft the Indians, but the officer 
did not throw, feeing they prefently went off in their canoe. „ After this, difcourfing 
about the affairs of that ifland, which the admiral had called Tortuga, he affirmed 
there was more gold in it than in Hifpaniola, and that in Bohio there was more than 
in any other, which was about fifteen days journey from the place where they were. 

• 

CHAP. XXXII. — IIow the Principal King of the IJland came aboard, and of. the 

State he came in . 

ON Tucfday the 1 8th of December, the King that came the day before, where 
the canoe of Tortuga was, and who lived five leagues from the place where the fhips 
Jay, came in the morning to the town near the fea, fome of the Spaniards at the fame 
time being there by the admiral’s order, to fee whether they brought any more gold. 
Thefe feeing the King come, went to acquaint the admiral, faying he brought above 
two hundred men along with him, and that he came not a foot, but was carried on a 
fort of palanquine by four men with great ref'ped, though he was very young. This 
King being at a fmall diftance from the fhips, having refted a little, drew near with all 
his men, concerning which, the admiral himfelf writes thus: “ There is no doubt but 
your Highneffes had bepn very much pleafed to have feen his gravity, atjd the relpect 
his people paid him, though all naked. When he came aboard, and underftood I 
Was under deck, being then at dinner, he furprifed me, fitting down by me, without 
giving me time to go out to receive him, or rife from table.. When he came down 
he made figns to all. his followers to ftay above, which they did with great refpeft, 
fitting down upon the deck, except two.ancient men that feemed to be his counfellors, 
that fat down at his feet. They laid this man was a Cacique. I ordered fuch meat as 
I was eating to be brought him; they juft tafted of every thing, and fent the reft 
to their men, who all eat of it. The fame they did as to drinking, for they only 
kiffed the cup and gave it about. They were all wonderful grave, and fpoke but few 
words, and thofe they uttered, by what I could gather, were very deliberate and ftaid. 
The'two old men obferved the King’s mouth, and fpol^e for and to him. After eating, 
one of his gentlemen with great relpect brought him a girdle, not unlike., thofe ufed 
in Caftile, though differently wrought, which he took in his hand, and gave tnc with 
two pieces of wrought gold very thin. Of which gold I believe there is little here, 
and I gueffed that place was near to where they took it, which produced very much. 
I &&lie^ng he would like a carpet or counterpane that lay on my bed, gave it him, 
together with fome fine amber beads I had about my neck, with a pair of red {hoes 
and a bottle of orange-flower water, with which he was wonderfully pleafed, and both 
he and his counfellors expreffed much concern becaufe they did not underftand me, 
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luettt, though I made out, that if I wanted any thing, all the ifland was at my 
command. I prefently brought out a letter-cafe, in which I carried a gold medal 
weighing four ducats, on*which your Highnefles’ effigies are cut, and ffiowed it him, 
faying over again, that your Highnefles were mighty Princes, and poffeffed the belt 
3>art of*the world, and {hewed him the royal ftindard, and the other of the crois,* 
which he made great account of. Therefore turning to his counfellors, he faid, your 
Highnefles were certainly mighty Princes, fince you had fent me fo far as from heaven 
thither, without any fear. Much more paffed between us, which I did not underhand, 
but perceived they admired at every thing they fawj but it being then late, and he 
defiring to be gone, I fent him afhore very honourably in my boat, and caufed feveral 
guns to be fired, and he being alhore got into his palanquine, attended by above two 
hundred men, and a fon of his was carried on a man of note’s ffioulders. He ordered 
all the Spaniards that were alhore to have meat given them, and to be very couriebufly 
ufed. Afterwards, a failor that met him on the way, told me that every one of the 
things I had given him,* were carried before him by a man of great wotth, and that 
his fon went not along with him on the road, but at fome diftance behind him, with 
as many more attendance as he had, and a brother of his on foot, with near as many 
moye, two great men leading him under the arms, to whom I had given fome finall 
matters when he came aboard after his brother.” , 

• 

CHAP. XXXIII. — How the Admiral lojl his Ship upon the Flats through the Carelcfs- 

nefs of the Sailors , and the Ajfijlance he received from the King of that JJJand. 

• 

THE admiral continuing the relation as above, fays, that on Monday the 24th of 
December, the weather was very calm, without any wind hardly, but fo much as 
carried him from St. Thomas’s lea to Puma Santa, or the holy Cape, off which, he 
lay by about a league, and about eleven o’clock at night he went to take his reft, for 
he had not Hcpt in two days and a night; and the weather being calm, the feaman 
that was at the helm, left it to a grummet, “ which (fays the admiral) I had forbid, 
during the whole voyage, bidding them, whether the wind blew or not, never to 
leave the helm to a grummet. And to fay the truth, I thought myfelf fafe from flats 
and rocks; for that Sunday I fent my boats to the King, they went at Isalt three 
leagues and a half beyoftd the laid Punta Santa ; and the feamen had viewed all the 
coaft, and the ffinals that lie three leagues eaft-fouth-eaft of that Cape, and obferved 
which way to fail, which 1 had not done during the voyage; and it pleafed our Lord, 
that at midnight, feeing me gone to bed, and we being in a dead calm, and the fea as 
ItiU as the water in a difh, all the men went to reft, leaving the helm to a grummet. 
.Thus it came to pafs, that the current eafily carried away the Ihip upon one of thofe 
Ihoals, which, though it was night, made fuch a roaring noife, that they might be heard 
and difeovered a league off. Then the fellow who felt the rudder ftrike and heard 
the noife, began to cry out, aad I hearing it, got up immediately; for none had yet 
perccivecfthafc we were aground. Prefently the mailer, whofe watch % it was, came out, 
and I ordered him and other failors to take the boat, and carry out an anchor aftern; 
whereupon he and others leafed into the boat, and I believing they would have done as I 
ordered, they rowed away, flying with the boat to the other caraval, which was half a 
league off. 1 then perceiving they ran away with the boat, that the water ebbedjaild the Ihip 
was in danger, caufed the mal^s to be cut down, and lightened her as much as I could to foe 
fo get her off; but the water ftill ebbing, the caraval coulcfnot budge, but turning athwart 
the ftreams, the feams opened, and all below deck was full of water. Meanwhile the 
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boat returned from the caraval to relieve me; for the men aboard perceiving the boa# 
fled, would not receive it, which obliged it to return to the fhip. No hopes of faving 
the fhip appearing, I went away to the caraval to fave the men ; and becaufe the wind 
bl^v from the land, and great part of the night was fpent, and yet we knew not 
which way to get from among thofe Hats; I lay by with the caraval till day ap'peared, 
and then I drew towards land .within the fhoals, having firft fent James de Arana the 
provoft, and Peter Gutierres, your Highneffcs fecretary, to acquaint the King with what 
had happened, telling him, that as I was going to vifit him in his own port, as he had 
defired the laft Saturday, I had loll my fhip oppofite to his town, and a league and a 
half from it upon a flat. The King underftanding it, with tears in his eyes, expreffed 
much grief for our lofs, and immediately fent aboard all the people in the place, with 
many large canoes. So they and we began to unload, and in a fhort time carried off 
all that was upon deck. The affiftance this King gave was great; and afterwards he 
himfelf, with his brothers and kindred, took all pollible care both aboard and afhore, 
that all things might be done orderly ; and from time to time he fent fome of his 
kindred weeping to beg of me not to be deje&ed, for he would give me all he had. 
1 do affure your Highneffes, better order could not have been taken in any part of 
Caftile, to fecure our things ; for we loft not the value of a pin, for he caufed^ all 
our clothes to be laid together near his palace, where he kept them till the hbufes 
were voided, which he had appointed for us. He placed armed men to keep them, 
who flood there all day and all night, and all the people lamented, as if our lofs had 
concerned them much ; fo loving, tradable, and free from covetoufnefs they are, 
that I fwear to your Highneffes, there are no better people, nor a better country in the 
world. They love their neighbour as themfelves, and their converfation is the fweeteft 
in the univerfe, being pleafant and always fmiling. True it is, both men and women 
go as naked as they were born ; yet, your Highneffes may believe me, they have very 
commendable cuftoms, and the King is ferved with great ftate; and he is fo (laid, 
that it is a great farisfa&ion to fee him, as it is to think what good memories thefe 
people have, and how defirous they are to know every tiling, which moves them to 
afk many queftions, and to enquire into the caui’e and effects of every thmg.” 

CHAP. XXXIV. —- How the Admiral rcfolved to plant a Colony where the King rc- 

ftded , and called it the Nativity, 

• r 

ON Wednefday the 26th of December, the chief King of that country cipne 
aboard the admiral’s .caraval, and fxpreffing much grief ^nd furrow, comforted him, 
offered all he would have, and faying he had already given the Chriitians three 
houfes to lay up all they got out of the fhip, and that he had given them many more, 
had they flood in need of them. In the meantime a canoe came with fome Indians 
from another iffand, bringing fome plates of gold to exchange for bells, which they 
valued above any thing. Befides the feamen came fropi fhore, faying abundance of 
Indians reforted from other places to the town, who brought feveral things is. gold and 
gave them for points, and other things of fmall value, offering to bring much more 
if the Chriftians would. Which the great Cacique perceiving was pleading to the 
admiralhe told*him he would caufe a great quantity to be brought from Cibao, a 
place that fielded much gold. Being afliore, he invited the admiral to eat.axis and 
cazabi, which is their principal diet, and gave him fome vizor malks, with the eyes, 
nofe atid ears of goldp«and other pretty things, which they'hung about their necks. Then 
complaining of the Caribfctes, who carried away his men to make Haves and eat them j 
* * he 
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he taps much comforted, when the admiral comforting him, {hewed him our weapons, 
faying, he would defend him with them. He was much aftoniflied at our cannon, 
which fo terrified them, that they fell dovfrn as if they were dead, when they heard 
the report. The admiral therefore finding fo much kindnefs among thofe people, and 
fuch figns of gold, almoft forgot the grief conceived for the lofs of his {hip; think¬ 
ing God had permitted it that he might fix a colony there, and leave Chriftians to 
trade, and get farther knowledge of the people and country, learning the language, 
and converting with the natives, that when he returned from Spain with fuccours, he 
might have fome body to direft him in his affairs, for peopling and fubduing'that 
country. To this he was the more inclined, becaufe many voluntarily offered them- 
felves to ftay and inhabit there. For this reafon he refolved to build a tower with the 
timber of the {hip that was wrecked, whereof he loft no part, but made ufe of it alf. 
To forward his defign, the next day being Thurfday, the 27th of December, news tfas 
brought, that the caraval Pinta was in a river towards the eaft point of the ifland. To 
be affured of it, the Cacique, whofe name was Guacanagari, fent a canoe with fome 
Indians, who carried a Chriftian thither: he having gone twenty leagues along the coaft, 
returned without any news of it; which was the reafon that no credit was given to 
another Indian, who faid he had feen her fome days before. Neverthelefs the admiral 
did no! alter his refolution of leaving fome Chriftians in that place, vidio were all (till 
• more fenfible of the goodnefs and wealth of the country, the Indians bringing maiks 
and other things of gold to give them, and telling them of feveral provinces in the 
ifland where it was found. The admiral now being ready to depart, and difcourfing 
with the King concerning the Caribbes, or Canibals, of whom they complained and 
were in great dread, therefore to pleafe him with leaving fome Chriftians there, and 
at the fame time make him afraid of our arms, he cauled a gun to be fired againft 
the fide of the (hip, which {hot quite through it, and the bullet fell into the water, 
which not a little terrified the Cacique- Befides, he {hewed him all our other 
weapons, and how they offended with them, and defended themfelves, telling him, 
that fince fuch weapons were; left to defend him, he needed not to fear the Caribbes, 
for the Chriftians would deftroy them all, and he would leave,^hem for his guard, and 
return himfelf to Caftile for jewels and other things to give him. Then he particu¬ 
larly recommended to him James dc Arana, fon to Roderic de Arana of Cordova, of 
whom mention has been made above. To him, and Peter Gutierres and Roderic de 
Efkovedo, he left the government of the fori, and command of thirty-fix men, with 
abundance of commodities, provifion, arm$ and cannon, and the boat that belonged 
to .the {hip, with carpenters,:|fculkers, and all other neceffaries for fettling there, alfo 
a filrgeon, gunner, and luch like perfons. This done he prepared with all poffible 
fpecd to return dire£Uy to Caftile, without making any more difcoveries, fearing, fince 
he had but one Ihip left, left fome other misfortune might befal him, which, might 
hinder their Catholic Majefties from coming to the knowledge of thofe kingdoms he 
had newly acquired for them.. 


CHAP. XXXV. — How the Admiral fet out to return to Spain , and found the other 

Caraval commanded by Pinzon. 

ON Friday the 4th of January, at fun-rifing, the admiral fet fail, with* tlfe boats * 
a-head, ftanding north-weft, to get out of {hoal water, that was about the port whem 
hef left the Chriftians, by him called the port of the Nativity, becaufe on Chriftmas 
day he had landed, efcaping the danger of the fea, and begun to build that colony. 

Thofe 
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Thofe flats reach from Cape Santo to Cape Serpe, which is fix leagues, and run out 
above three leagues to fea, and all the coaft north-weft and foutb-eaft is an open ftrand, 
and plain for four leagues up the country, where there are then high mountains, and 
abundance of large villages, in companion of what is in the other iflands. Then he 
failed towards a high mountain. Which he called Monte Chrifto, and lies eighteen 
leagues eaft of Cape Santo. , So that whofoever would come to the city of the Nativity, 
when he dilcovers Monte Chrifto, which is round like a pavillion, and looks almoft 
like a rock, muft keep out at fea two leagues from it, and fail weft till he comes to 
Cap'e Santo, when the city of the Nativity will be five leagues from him; and he muft 
pafs through certain channels among the flats, which lie before it. The admiral 
thought fit to mention thefe marks, that it might be known where the firft habitation 
of Chriftians was in thofe weftern parts. Having failed eaft of Monte Chrifto with 
contrary winds, on Sunday the 6th of January, in the morning, a failor from the 
round top difeovered the caraval Pinta that was failing weftward, right before the wind. 
As foon as it came up with the admiral, Martin Alonzo Pinzon, the captain, coming 
aboard the admiral’s caraval, began to {hew fome reafons, and give excufes for his 
leaving of him, faying it had happened againft his will. The admiral, though he very 
well knew the contrary, and was fatisfied of the man’s evil inclination, remembering 
his bold manner of proceeding before in the voyage, yet connived at him, and bore 
with all, for fear of ruining his undertaking, which might eafily have been done, 
becaufe moft of his crew were Martin Alonzo’s countrymen, and feveral of them his 
relations. And the truth is, that when he forfook the admiral, which was at Cuba, 
he went away with a defign to fail to the ifland Bohio, becaufe the Indians aboard 
his caraval told him, there was abundance of gold there. When he was there and 
found nothing of what had been told him, he was returning towards Hifpaniola, where 
other Indians had told him there was much gold, and thus he had fpent twenty days 
in failing not above fifteen leagues eaft of the Nativity,' to a river which the admiral 
called of Grace, and • there Martin Alonzo had lain fixteen days, and had got 
gold enough, as the admiral had done at the Nativity, giving things of finall value 
for it. Of this gold diftributed one half among his crew, to gain and pleafe them, 
that he as captain might keep die rat, and afterwards he would perfuade the admiral 
that he knew nothing of all this. He now following on his way to come to an anchor 
at Monte Chrifto; the weather not permitting him to proceed farther, he went in his 
boat up a river fouth-weft of the mount, where in the fand he difeovered fignsof gold 
dull, and therefore called it the River'of Gold. This river lies feventeen leagues eaft 
of the Nativity, and is not much lefs than the riyjjP Guadalquivar that runs by 
Cordova. 

CHAP. XXXVI. —• Of the JirJl Skirmijh between the Chriftians and Indians, which 

• happened about the Gulf of Samana in Hifpaniola. 

ON Sunday the 13th of January, being near the cape called Eoam&rado, or the 
Lover’s Cape, the admiral fent the boat alhore, where our men fpund^ fome Indians 
with fierce countenances on the fhore, with bows and Arrows, who feemed to be ready 
to engage, but at the fame time were in a conftemation. However, having fome con¬ 
ference with them, they bought two of their bows and fome arrows, and with much 
difficulty prevailed to have one of them go aboard the gdmiral. Their fpeech was Rat¬ 
able to their fiercenefs, which appeared greater than any people they had yet «met 
with had fhown; for their faces were all daubed over with charcoal, it being the 
• ' cuftora 
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cuftdm of all thofe people to paint themfelves, fome black, fome red, and forae 
white? fome one way, and fome another ; their hair was very long, and hung in a 
bag made of parrots’ feathers. One of them Handing before the admiral, as naked 
as he was born, as all the others there till then «difcovered were, he faid in a lofty 
tone, they.all went fo in thofe parts. The admiral thinking this was one of the Caribbes* 
anfl that the bay parted them from Hifpaniola, he afked of him where the Caribbes 
dwelt who pointed with his finger, in another ifland eaftward, and that there were 
pieces of Guanin, as big as half the (tern of the caraval; and that the ifland Matinino was 
all inhabited by women, with whom the Caribbes went and lay at a certain time of 
the year ; and if afterwards they brought forth fons, they gave them to the fathers to 
carry away. Having anfwercd to all the queftions put to them, partly by figns, and 
partly by that little the Indians of St. Salvador could underftand of their language, th? 
admiral gave them to eat, and fome baubles, as glafs beads, and green and red 
cloth, which done, he fe'nt them afhore, that they fliould caufe gold to be brought 
if the others had any. The boat being afhore, they found on the fliorc among 
the trees fifty-five of them, all naked with long hair, as the women in Spain wear it, 
and behind on the crown of the head, they had plumes of parrots or other birds fea¬ 
thers, and all of them armed with bows and arrows. When our men landed, the 
IndiaiT «that had been aboard made the others lay down their bows and arrows, and 
a great cudgel they Carry inftead of a iword ; for, as has been faid, they have no iron 
*at all; when they came to the boat, the Chriftians flcpt afhore, and having begun 
to trade for bows and arrows by order of the admiral, the Indians who had already 
fold tw'o, not only refufed to fell any more, but with fcorn, made as if they would 
leize the ChriftiTms, and run to their bows and arrow® where they had left them, 
taking up with them ropes to bind our men ; they being upon their guard feeing them 
come in that fury, though they were but feven, fell courageoufly upon them, and 
cut one with a fword on the buttock, and fliot another with an arrow in the breaft. 
The Indians aftonifhed at the refolution of our men, and the wounds our weapons 
made, fled moft of them leaving their bows and arrows; and many of them had been 
killed, had not the pilot of the caraval, who commanded the boat, protetted them. 
The admiral was not at all difpleafed at thislkirmifh, imaginingAhefe were the Caribbes 
all the other Indians fo much dreaded, or that at lead they bordered on them, 
they being a bold and refojute people, as appeared by their afpett, arms, and actions, 
and he hoped that the iflanders hearing how feven Chriitians had behaved themfelves 
againfl: fifty-five fierce Indians of that country, they would the morfi refpect and honour 
our men that were left behind at the Nativity,* and would not dare to offend them. 
Afterwards, about evening, *they made a fmoke *at land to fhow their courage; 
wherefore the boat went again to fee what they would have, but they could never be 
brought to venture themfelves, and fo the boat returned. The bows were of yew, 
almoll as big as thofe m France and England, the arrows of fmall twigs growing out of 
the ends of the canes, which are maflivc and very (trait, about the length of a man’s 
arm and a. half; the head is Inade of a final! flick hardened at the fire, about a 
quarter of a yard and half long, at the end whereof they fix a fifh’s tooth, or bone, and 
poifon it. For .this reafon thp admiral gave that gulph the name of Golpho de 
Flechas, that is, Gulph of Arrows, whereas the Indians called it Samana. There 
appeared a great deal of fine cotton and axi, wfitch is the pepper they ufe, and is. 
very hot, Tome of it long and fome round. Near land, where there was little water, 
gr*w abundance of thofe weeds our men faw in long firings upon tHe ocean, whence 
they concluded it all grew near land, and when ripe, broke teofe, and was carried out 
to fea by the current. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. — How the Admiral fet out for Spain, and the Caraval Pinta was 

partedfropi him in a great Storm . 

ON Wednefday, the 16th of January 1493, ^ ,c admiral fet forward with a fair wind 
from the aforefaid Gulf of Arrows, now called Samana, towards Spain, becaufe 
now both the caravals were very leaky, and they took much pains to keep them up: 
Cape Santelmo being the laft land they law ; twenty leagues north-call of it. there 
appeared abundance of weeds, and twenty leagues flill farther they found all the fea 
covered with fmall tunny filhes, whereof they faw great numbers the two following 
days, which were the 19th and 20th of January, and alter them abundance of fea fowls, 
and all the way the weeds ran with the current in long ropes, lying call and weft; 
for they had already found, that the current takes thof weeds a great way off, and 
that they keep not on long in the fame way; for fometimes they go one way, and 
fometimes another; and this they faw ulmoit every day, aill they were alnioft half 
feas over. Holding on their courfe with a fair wind, they made fo much way, that in 
the opinion of the pilots, on the 9th of February, they were foulh of the iflands 
Azores, but the admiral faid they were one hundred and titty leagues Ihort, and this 
was the truth, fpr they ftill found abundance of weeds, which as they went towards the 
Indies, they did not fee till they were two hundred and fixty-three leagues weft oi the 
ifland of Ferro. As they failed on thus with fair weather, the wind began to rife 
more and more every day, and the fea to run fo high, that they could fcarce live 
upon it. For which reafon, on Thurfday the 14th ol February, they drove which 
way foever the wind would carry them ; and the caraval v ’ : ua, commanded by Pinzon, 
not being able to lie athwart the fea, run away due north, before the fouth wind, 
the admiral fleering uorth-eaft to draw nearer to Spain, which the caraval Pinta 
could not do, by reafon of the darknefs, though the admiral had always his light 
out. Thus when day appeared, they had quite loft fight of one another, each looking 
upon it as moll certain that the other was loft ; therefore betaking themfelves to 
prayers and religious ads, thofc aboard the admiral, caft lots, which of them ftiould go 
in pilgrimage for the whole crew to our lady of Guadalupe, which fell to the admiral. 
Afterwards they drew for another to go to Loretto, and the lot fell upon one Peter 
de Villa, a feaman of Port St. Mary. Then they caft lots for a third, who was to 
watch a night at St, Olive of Mogucr, apd the ftorm ftill increafmg, they all made 
a vow to go barefoot and in their ihirts at the firft land they came to, to fonie church 
of our Lady. Befidcs thefe general vows', feveral others were made by private men, 
becaufe the tempeft was now vehement, and the admiral’s vdfel could fcarce with- 
ftand it for want of ballaft, which was fall' >1 ihort, the provifions being fpent. To 
fupply which want, they thought convenient to fill a" e veil'ds in the {hip with fek- 
water, which was fome help, and made the fliip bear more upright, and be in lefs 
danger of overfetting. Of this violent ftorm, the admiral has thefe words. “I had 
been lefs concerned for the tempeft, had I alone been in danger ; for^I kiiow I owe 
my life to the Supreme Crcato'-, and becaufe 1 have been other times fo near death, 
that only the leaft part was wanting to compleat it. But what infinkely%rieved and 
troubled me was the confideration, that as it had pleafed our lord to give me faith and 
affuranee fo go upon this undertaking, wherein I had now been fuccefsfql; fo now 
that thofe whp oppofed it were to be convinced, and Your Righneffes ferved by me 
with honour and increafe of your mighty ftate, his Divine Majefty ftiould pleafetfo 
obftrud all this by my dbath, which had yet been more tolerable, had it not been 
attended with the lofs of all thofe men I had carried with me, upon promife of 

happy 
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hap py fuccefs. They feeing themfelves in that affliftion did not only curfe their 
fetting out, but the fear ayd awe tny perfuafions infufed into them, to diffuade their 
return when outward bound, as they had fever* 1 times refolved to do. But above all 
my forrow was double, when I remembered two £ons I had left at fchool at Cordova, • 
deftitute’of friends, in a ftrange country, before I had done, or at lead could be 
known to have done any fervice, which might be believed to incline Your Highneffes 
to remember them. Arid though on the one fide I comforted myfelf with the faith, 
that our Lord would not permit a thing which was fo much for the exaltation of his 
church, to be left imperfect, when I had, with fo much oppofidon and trouble, 
almoft brought it to perfection : yet on the other fide I confidered, it was his will, 
that becaufe of my demerits he would not permit rabto obtain fuch honour in this 
world, but fnatched it from me. Being in this inwstfd confufion, I remembred Your 
Highneffes good fortune, which though I were deader and the fhip loft, might find 
fome means that a conqueft a near archieved ffceald not be loft, and that it was 
poflible the fuccefs of ftiy voyage fliould by fome means or other come to your 
knowledge. For this reai'on, As briefly as the time would permit, I writ upon parch¬ 
ment, that I had difcovered thofe lands, I had promifed, as alfo in how many days, 
and jvhat way I had done it. the goodnefs of thofe lands the nature of the inhabitants 
and how Your Highness luojefts were leit in poffeffion of all I had difcovered ; which 
> writing folded and fealed, I fuperfcribed to Your Highneffes, • promifing in writing 
upon it one thoufand du-ats to him, that ftiould deliver it fealed to you ; to the end, 
that if any foreigners found it, the promifed reward might prevail with them, not to 
give that intelligence tc another. Then I caufcd a grpat calk to be brought to me, 
ana having wrapped the writing in an oiLd cloth and then put it into a cake of wax, 

I dropped it into the calk, and having ftopped the bung clofe, call it into the fea, all 
the men fancying it was fome aft of devotion. And apprehending that might per¬ 
haps never be taken up, and the fhip ftill failing nearer to Spain, I made another 
pacquet like the firft, and placed it at the top of the poop, bo the end that when the fhip 
lunk, the cafk might take its chance, remaining ftill above water.” 

CHAP. XXXVIII. — How the Admiral arrived at the IJlands Azores , and the People of 
the IJland of St. Mary took away his Boat and theMcn in it. 

SAILING on in fuch mighty danger, and fo great a ftorm, .on Friday the 15th 
of February, at break of day. one Ruy Carpia, from the round top, faw land bear 
eajl-north-eaft from them. The pilot and feamen judged it was rhe rock of Lifbon, 
bu* the admiral concluded it was one of the iflands Azores, and though they were at 
no great diftance from it, yet they could not come tc an anchor that day becaufe of the 
weather. Thus plying about becaufe the wind was raft, they loft fight of the illand 
and difcovered another, about which they ran ftruggling againft wind and weather, 
with continual labour and no respite, not being able to get to land. Wherefore* the 
admiral in his joprnal fays, “ On Saturday the 16th of February I arrive^ at one of thofe 
iflands at night, ^nd by reafon of the bad weather, could not tell which of them 
it was. That night I took a little reft, becaufe from Wednel'day till then, I had never 
flept, and was lame of both my legs, having been continually in the open air and 
wet; nor was it little that I fuffered by provifions. Upon Monday morning? being 
at an anchor, I underftood from fome of the inhabitants, that it was the illand of 
StFMary, one of the Azores, and all of them admired I Pad elcaped, confidering the 
terrible ftorm, which had held for fifteen days without intermiflion in thofe parts.*” 
vol. xii. h ' Thefe 
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Thefe people uttderftanding what the admiral had difcovered, feemed to rejoice, giyjpg 
praife to ©od, and three of them came aboard with fome frdh provifions and many 
compliments from the commander of the ifland, who was far from thence at the town ? 

. for about this place there was nothing to be feen but a hermitage, which, as they faid, 
was dedicated to the blelTed virgin. ‘'Thereupon the admiral and all his crew' remem¬ 
bering they had made a vow the Thurfday before, to go barefoot and in their jfhirts, 
the firft land they came at, to fome church of our lady; they were all of opinion they 
ought here to perform it, efpecially it being a place where the people and governor 
expreffed fo much affe&ion and tenaernefs for our men, and belonging to a King who 
was fo great a friend to him of Caftile. Therefore the admiral defired thofe three men 
to repair to the town,* and caufe the chaplain to come that had the keys of the hermi¬ 
tage, that he might fay mafs there. Thefe men confenting, they went into the caraval’s 
boat, with half the (hip’s crew, .that they might begin to perform their vow, and 
being come back, the reft might' go to do their part. Being landed barefooted and 
in their (hirts, as they vowed to do, the governor, with abundance of people from 
the town, who lay in ambufh, on a fudden ruflied out upon them and made them 
prifoners, taking their boat, without which he thought the admiral could never get 
away from him. 

CHAP. XXXIX. — How the Admiral weathered another Storm, and at lajl recovered 

• bis Boat and Men. 

THE admiral thinking they ftayed too long, who were gone afliorp in the boat, 
it being then noon, whereas they went off by break of day, he fufpefted fome mif- 
fortune had befallen them, either at land or at fea. Therefore, not being able from 
the place where he lay to difeover the hermitage they were gone to, he refolved 
with his fhip to fail about a point, whence the church could be feen. Being come near, 
he faw abundance of people a horfeback, who difmounting, went into the boat to 
attack the caraval. The admiral therefore, miftrufting what might happen, ordered 
his men to be in readings, and armed, but make no (hew of rcfiftance, that the 
Portuguefe might come the nearer. When they were near the admiral, the captain of 
them ftood up, demanding to parley, which the admiral granted, thinking he would 
come aboard, and might be fecured without breach of faith, fince he had feized his 
men without provocation. But the Portuguefe durft not come nearer than to be 
heard, when the admiral told him, he admired at his irregular manner of proceeding, 
and that none of his men came in the boat, fince they were gone afhore upon a fafe 
conduft, and offers of relief, efpecially fince the governor himfclf had fent to welcotne 
him. He therefore defired him to confider, that befidcs his doing an a&ion which 
enemies would not be guilty of, and againft the laws of honour, the King of Portugal 
would be highly offended at it, whofe fubjefts were, when they landed in the domi¬ 
nions of Their Catholic Majefties, or refided there, made much of, and treated with all 
manner of civility, and were fafe without any fafe conduit, as if they were 1 in Lifbon, 
befides that Their Highneffes had given him letters of recommendation to all Princes, 
potentaries, and other perfons in the world, which he’ (hould (hew if he drew near. 
.Therefore fince fuch letters were received with refpeit in all parts, and he and the 
King’s fubje&s well treated on their account, much more they ought to be fo in Por¬ 
tugal, their Princes being fo near neighbours and allies; efpecially he being their 
great admiral of the ocean ahd vice-roy of the Indies he had difcovered, all which *he 
was ready to (hew him under Their Highneffes hands and feals. Accordingly at that 
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diftance he flawed his commiffiQns, and told him he might draw near without any appre- 
h&ffion; foralmuch as in regard to the peace and amity betwixt Their Catholic Majefties 
and the King of Portugal,* they had commanded him to pay the utmoft civility to fuch 
Portuguefe mips as he met; adding, that though he fhould obftinately perfift in keep-, 
ing his men, yet that would not prevent his returning to Spain, he having ftill men 
enough to Ml to SeviJ, and to do him harm, if need werp, whereof he himfelf would be 
the occafion, and fuch punilhment would be adjudged well deferved of him; befides 
that his King would punilh him, as giving caufe for a war between him and Their 
Catholic Majefties. The captain and his men anfwered, that they neither knew'Their 
Catholic Majefties, nor their letters, nor did they fear them, and would make him 
know what Portugal was. By this anfwef the admiral fufpe&ed, there had fome breach 
happened between the two crowns fin«e his departure, and therefore gave him fuch an 
anfwer as his folly deferved. At laft, when they were parting, the captain flood up, 
and at a great diftance faid, he might go to the harbour with his caraval, for that all 
he did was by order of the King his mafter. The admiral hearing it, called all that 
were aboard to bear witnefs, and calling to the captain and Portuguefe, fwore he 
would never go off the caraval, till he had taken an hundred Portuguefe, to carry 
them into Caftile, and to deftroy all that ifland. This faid, he again came to an anchor 
in tile port, where he was at firft, the weather obliging him to it. But the next day 
the wind ftill increafing, and the place where he lay being unfalp, he loft his anchors, 
and was forced to ftand out to fea, towards the ifland of St. Michael, where, in cafe 
he could not come to an anchor, he had refolved to run it out at fea, not without 
much danger, as well becaufe the fea ran high, as by reafon he had but three able 
feamen left, and fome grummets, all the-reft being landmen, and Indians, who under- 
ftood nothing of fea affairs. But fupplying the want of the abfent in his own perfon, 
he palled that night with much labour and danger, till day appearing, perceiving he 
had loft fight of the ifland of St. Michael, and that the weather was calmer, he re¬ 
folved to return to the ifland of St. Mary, to endeavour to recover his men, anchors, 
and boat. He came up with it on Thurfday the 21ft of January, afternoon, and foon 
after the boat panic off with five men and a notary, who all; upon fecurity given them, 
went aboard and lay there that night, it being late. The next day they faid they 
came from the captain to know for certain whence the Ihip came, and whether it had 
the King of Spain’s commifiion, which being made our, they were ready to Ihow 
them all manner of friendlhip, which they did becaufe they could not feize the Ihip 
nor the admiral, and that they might fuffer. for what they had done. The admiral 
fuppreffing his refentment faid, he thanked them foy then civil offers, and fmee they 
proceeded according to the maritime laws and cuftoms, he was ready to fatisfy 
them; and accordingly fhowed them the King of Spain’s general letter of recom¬ 
mendation, directed to all his fubjedts and thofe of other Princes, as alfo his com- 
miffion for that voyage; which the Portuguefes having feen, they went alhore 
fatisfied, and foon difmiffed the t feamen, with their boat, of whom tney underftood 
it was repotted in the ifland, that the King had fent orders to all his fubjedts to fecure 
the perfon of the admiral by any means whatfoever. 

GHAP. XL. — How the Admiral failed from the IJJands Azores, and was forced into * 

Lijbon by a Storm. 

ON Sunday the 24th of February, the admiral failed from the ifland of St. Mary 
for Spain, being in great want of wood and batlaft, whieff he could not take in, 
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becaufe of the bad weather, though the wind was fair for his voyage. Being an fyutr- 
dred leagues from the neared land, a fwallow came into the fhtp, which, as was 
believed the dorm bad drove out to fea, which appeared more plainly, becaufe the 
next day being the 28th of February, a great many more fwaliows and land fowl came 
aboard, and they faw a whale. On r the 3d of March the temped was fo great, th^t 
after midnight it fplit their failg •, wherefore being in great danger of their lives, they 
made a vow to fend one in pilgrimage to our lady de Cinta at Guelva, whither he 
was to go barefoot, and in his flurt. The lot fell again upon the admiral, God 
(bowing thereby, that his offering were more acceptable than thofe of others; befides 
which, other private vows were made. Thus running on without a rag of cloth, but 
bare mads, a mighty fea, high winds and frightful thunder, each of which feemed 
enough to dedroy the caraval, it pleafed God tt give them fight of land, about mid¬ 
night, which offered no lefs danger than the red; for to avoid being beaten to pieces, 
and running into fome place where they knew not how to get off, they were forced to 
make fome fail, to bear up againd the dorm till day, which appearing, they found they 
were upon the rock of Lifbon. The admiral was forced to put in there, to the great 
aftonifhment of the people of that country, and their feamen, who ran from all parts 
to behold as it were fome wonder, a Ihip that had cfcaped fo terrible a dorm ; having 
received news of* many fhips that had perifhed about Flanders, and in other countries 
of late days. He came to an anchor in the river of Lifbon upon Monday the 4th of 
March, and prefently fent away an exprefs to 1 ’heir Catholic Majefties with the news 
of his arrival, and another to the King of Portugal, afking leave to go up to anchor 
before the city, the plate where he was not being fafe againd any that fhould defign 
to do him harm, upon pretence, it was done by the King’s order, as believing by his 
ruin they might obdrudt the King of Spain’s fuccefs. 

CHAP. XLI. — How the People of Lifbon came to fee the Admiral , as a Prodigy ; and 
' he went to vifit the King of Portugal. 

ON Tuefday the 5th of March, the mader of a great guard fhip tjiat lay in the 
harbour, came with his boat full of armed men to the admiral’s caraval, requiring him 
to come along to give an account of himfelf to the King’s officers, as was practifed 
by all fhips that came into the harbour. He anfwered, .that the King of Spain’s 
admirals, as he was, were not obliged to obey any fuch fummons, nor to quit their 
(hips,-to give any account of thetnfelv£s,‘and he was refolved, to do his duty. The 
mader bid him at lead to fend his boatTwain. The admiral replied, it was dill the 
fame thing, whether he fent a grummet, or went himfelf, and therefore it was* in 
vain to defire him to fend any body. The mader being fenfible he was in the right, 
defired him at lead to fhow him the King of Spain’s letter, that might fatisfy his 
captain : this being but reafonable, the admiral fhowed him Their Catholic Majedies 
letter, with which he was fatisfied, and went back to his fhip to give an accourit of 
what had happened to Alvaro de Acunna his captain, who came immediately with 
trumpets, fifes,* drums, and great date aboard the admiral, expreffing*’ much kindnefs, 
and offering his fervice. The next day, it being known at Lifbon that the fhip came 
from the Indies, fuch throngs of people went aboard to fee the Indians, and hear 
■ news, /hat the caraval could not contain them, and the water was coverec^with boats, 
fome of them praifing God for fo great a happinefs, and others donning that they had 
IofPhat difeovery, through their King’s incredulity ; fo that day was foent with g**at 
eoncourfe of people. The next day the King ordered his officers to prefent the admiral 
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with all forts of refrelhment, and all things he ftood in need of either for himfelf, or 
his men, without afking any pay. At the fame time he writ to the admiral, congratu¬ 
lating his happy arrival,'and defiring, iince he was in his dominions, he would 
come to fee him. The admiral was doubtful w*hat to do in this cafe, but he confidered 
the King was in amity with Their Catholic Majelites, and had treated him courteoufly ; * 
and befides, to take oft all fufpicion that he came from his conquefts, he confented to 
go to Valparaifo, nine leagues from Lilbon, where the King was, whither he came on 
Saturday night, being the ninth of March. The King ordered all the nobility of his 
court to go out to meet him, and being come into his prefence, did him great ho¬ 
nour, commanding him to put on his cap, and fit down, and having with a cheerful 
countenance heard the particulars of his* profperous voyage, offered him all he flood 
in need of, for the fervice of Their Catholic Majefties, though he thought, that fo&fi 
much as he had been a captain in Portugal, that conqueft belonged to him. • To 
which the admiral anfwered, that he knew of no fuch agreement, and that he had 
ftriftlyobfervedjiis orders, which were not togoto the mines of Portugal, nor to Guinea. 
The King faid, all was well, and he doubted not but juftice would be done. Having 
fpent a long time in this fort of difcourfe, the King commanded the prior of Crato, 
the greateft man then about him, to entertain the admiral, and (hew him all civility 
and Yefpect, which was done accordingly. Having ftaid there alj Sunday and all 
Monday, till after mafs, the admiral took leave of the King, who expreffed great kind- 
nefs, and made him great proffers, ordering D. Martin de Noronha to go along with 
him, and many other gentlemen went for company to honour him, and hear an ac¬ 
count of his voyage. As he was thus on his way to Lifbon, he paffed by a monaftery, 
where the Queen then was, who fent earneftly to intreat Trim he would not pafs by with¬ 
out feeing her. She was much pleafed to fee him, and did him all the favour and 
honour that was due to the greateft lord. That night a gentleman came from the 
King, to the admiral, to let him know that if he pleafed to go by land into Spain, 
he would attend him, provide lodgings all the way, and furnifh him all neceflariesy as 
far as the borders of Portugal. 

• j 

CHAP. XLII. — How the Admiral left Lifbon to return to Cajiile by Seai 

ON Wednefday the 1.3th of March, two hours after day, the admiral fet fail for 
Seville, and on Friday following at noon arrived at Suites, and came to an anchor in 
in the port of Palos, whence he had fet out pn the 3d of Auguil the foregoing year 
1492, feven months and eleven.days before his return. He was there received by all 
tfie people in proceffion, giving thanks to God for his profperous fuccefs, which, it 
was hoped, would redound fo much to the propagation of Chriftianity, and ifccreafe 
Of Their Catholic Majefties dominions; all the inhabitants of that place looking upon 
it as a great matter that the admiral fet out from thence, and that moft of the men he 
hati with him belonged to it, ^though many of them, through Pinzon’s fault, had 
been mutiaou&^and difobedient.* It happened that when the admiral came to Palos, 
Pinzon was arrived in Galicia, and defigned to go by himfelf to TBatcelona, to carry 
the news to Their Catholic Majefties, who fent him orders not to go thither without the 
admiral, with whom he had been fent to difeover, at which he was fo concerned and 
offended, jhat he returned indifpofed,. to his native country, where within*a tew days 
he died for grief: but before he got to Palos, the admiral fet out for Seville, defign- 
ing thence for Barcelona, whgre Their Catholic Majefties* were; and he was forWd to^ 
ftay a little by the way, though but never fo little, to the fo great admiration of the 
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people whensoever he went, that they ran from all the neighbouring towns, dowp to 
the roads to fee him, the Indians, and other things he brought. Thus holding on his 
way he got to Barcelona about the middle of April, having before fent Their High*, 
nenes an account of the happy fuccefs of his voyage, which was extraordinary pleafmg 
to them, and they ordered him a mbft folemn reception, as to a man that had donp 
them fuch Angular fervice. , All the court and city went Out to meet him; and 
Their Catholic Majefties fat in public with great ftate, on rich chairs under a canopy 
of cloth of gold ; and when he want to kifs their hands, they flood up to him as to 
a great lord, made a difficulty to give him their hands, and caufed him to lit down. 
Having given a brief account of his voyage, they gave him leave to retire to his apart¬ 
ment, whither he was attended by all the court; and he was fo highly honoured and 
favoured by their Highneffes, that when the King rode about Barcelona, the admiral 
was "on one fide of him, and the Infante Fortuna on the other.; whereas before, none 
went by his majefty but the faid Infante, who was his near kinfman. 

• 

CHAP. XLIII. —- How it was refolved that the Admiral fiould return with a powerful 
Fleet to people the IJland Hifpaniola , and His liolinfs's Approbation of the Conquejt 
was obtained. .' 

i 

ORDERS were giyen at Barcelona, with great care and expedition for the ad¬ 
miral’s return to Hifpaniola, as well to relieve thofe that were left there, as to enlarge 
the colony and fubdue the ifland, with the reft that were and fhould be difeovered. 
To make their title to them the ftronger, Their Catholic Majefties, by the advice of 
the admiral, procured the Pope’s approbation and content for the conqueft of the 
faid Indies, which Pope Alexander the Sixth, who then governed the church, readily 
grantednot only for what was already, but for all that fhould be difeovered weft- 
ward, till it fhould come to’the eaft, where any Chriftian Prince was then actually in 
pofleflion, forbidding all perfons in general to intrude within thofe bounds. The 
fame his holinefs confirmed the next year, in very fignificant terms. And Their Ca¬ 
tholic Majefties being fenfible that the admiral had been the caufe of all this favour 
granted by the Pope, and that his difeovery had entitled them to the poffeffion of all 
thofe parts, they were pleafed he fhould be immediately gratified at Barcelona, on the 
28th of May, and therefore granted him anew privilege, or rather an expofition, and 
explanation of what he had before, confirming to him all they had granted before, 
and in plain terms declared how far the bounds of his admiralfhip and viceroyfhip 
extended, being over all that which,His Hoiinefs had granted them, thus ratifying what 
they had given him before, which privileges and prerogatives are as follows. 

CHAP. XLIV .—Privileges and Prerogatives granted by Their Catholic Majcjlies to the 
, Admiral. 

FERDINAND and Elizabeth, by the grace of God, King and Qyeen<*of Caftile, 
of Leon, of Arragon, of Sicily, of Granada, of Toledo, of Valencia, of Galicia, of 
Majorca, of Minorca, of Seville, of Sardinia, of Jaenyof Algarve, of Algezira, of 
Gibraltar, of the Canary Iflands, count and countefs of Barcelona, lord and lady of 
“Bifcay acid* Molina, duke and duchefs of Athens and Neopatria, count a ad countefs 
of Jkmflillion and Cerdaigne, marquefs and marchionefs of Oriftan, and Go- 
J, &c.: Forafmuch as you, Chriftopher Colon, are' going by our command, with 
: of our veftels and nten, to difeover and fubdue fome iflands and continent in the 

4 ocean, 



LIFE OF COLON, BY HIS SON. 55 

ocejin, aud it is hoped that by God’s afliftance, forae of the" faid iflands and continent 
in the ocean will be difeovered and conquered by your means and conduft, therefore 
it is but juft and reafonable, that fince you expofe yburfelf to fuch danger to ferve 
us, you inotild be rewarded for it: > And we being willing to honour and favour you. 
(or the reafons aforefaid, our will is, that you'Chriftopher Colon, after difcovering 
and conquering the faid jflands and continent in the faid ocean, or any of them, fhall 
be our admiral of the faid iflands and continent you fhall fo difcover and conquer; 
and that you be our admiral, viceroy and governor in them, and that for the future 
you may call and ftyle yourfelf, D. Chriftopher Colon, and that your fons anil fuc- 
ceffors in the faid employment may call themfelves dons, admirals, viceroys and go¬ 
vernors of them ; and that you may exercife the office of admiral, with the charge pf 
viceroy and governor of the faid iflands and continent, which you and your lieutenants 
fhall conquer, and freely decide all caufes civil and criminal, appertaining to the *faid 
employment of admiral, viceroy and governor, as you fhall think fit in juftice, and 
,f as the admirals of our kingdoms ule to do; and that you have power to punifh of¬ 
fenders ; and you and your lieutenants exercife the employments of admiral, viceroy 
and governor in all things belonging to the faid offices, or any of them; and that you 
enjoy the perquifites and falaries belonging to the faid employments, and to each of 
them,* in the fame manner as the high admiral of our kingdoms does. And by this 
. our letter, or a copy of it figned by a public notary, we edinmarid Prince John, our 
moft dearly beloved fon, infantes, dukes, prelates, marquefles, great matters and 
military orders, priors, commendaries, our counfellors, judges, and other officers of 
juftice whatfoe%er, belonging to our houfehold, courts qnd chancery, and conftables 
of cattles, ftrong-houfes and others; and all corporations, bailiffs, governors, judges, 
commanders, fea-officers; and the aldermen, common-council, officers and wood 
people of all cities, lands and places in our kingdoms and dominions, and in thofe 
you fhall conquer and fubdue, and 'the captains, matters, mates and other officers 
and failors, our natural fubjetls now being, or that fhall be for the time to come, and 
any of them, that when you fhall have difeovered the faid iflands and continent in the 
ocean; and y»u, or any th^t fhall have your comtniffion, fhalf have taken the ufual 
oath in fuch cafes, that they for the future look upon you as long as you live, and 
after you your fon and heir, and fo from one heir to another for ever, as our ad¬ 
miral on our faid ocean, tmd as viceroy and governor of the faid iflands and conti¬ 
nent, by you Chriftopher Colon difeovered and conquered ; and that they treat you 
and your lieutenants, by you appointed, for. executing the employments of admiral, 
viqeroy and governor, as fuch in all refpedls, and .give you all the perquifites and 
other things belonging and appertaining to the faid offices$ and allow, and cagfe to 
be allowed^ you, all the honours, graces, conceffions, pre-eminepces, prerogatives, 
immunities and other things, or any of them, which are due to you, by virtue of your 
commands of admiral, viceroy and governor, and to be obferved compieatly, fo 
that nothing be diminifhed, and /hat they make no obje&ion to this, or any part of 
it, nor fuffdr it so be made ; forafmuch as we from this time forward, by this our 
letter, beftow on you the employments of admiral, viceroy and perpetual governor 
for ever ; and we put you into*pofleffion of the faid offices, and of every of them, 
and full power to ufe and exercife them, and to receive the perquifites and falaries . 
belonging t» them, or any of them, as was faid above. Concerning all which things, 
if it be requifite, and you fhall defire it, we command our chancellor, notariest§nd 
otftfer officers to pafs, fell and deliver to you our letter of "privilege, in fuch firm and 
legal maimer as you fhall require or ftand in need of. Ana that none of them pre¬ 
fume 
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fume to do any thing to the contrary, upon pain of our difpleafure, and forfeiture of 
thirty ducats for each offence. And we command him wf^o lhall fhew them this our 
letter, that he fummon them to appear, before us at our court, where we fhall then 
be, within fifteen days after fuch fuptmons, under the faid penalty. Under which 
fame we alfo command any public notary whatfoever, that he give to him that fhows it 
him, a certificate Hinder his fed, that we may know how our command is obeyed. 

“ Given at Granada, on the 30th of April, in the year of our Lord 1492. I the 
. King, i the Queen. 


“ By Their Majefties* command, 

John Coloma, Secretary to the King and Queen. 
Entered according to order, Roderic Doctor. 

Regiftered, Sebastian Dolana, 1 „ ,, 

Francis de Maori,, J Chancellors - ' 


** And now, forafmuch as it has pleafed our Lord, that you have difeovered feveral 
of the faid Hlands, as we ftill hope you will by his grace difeover and find others, and 
the continent in the faid ocean, and thofe parts of the Indies, and have defired and 
requeued of us, that we would confirm to you our faid grant here fet down, and all 
the contents of it, to the end that you and your children, heirs and fucceffor.% one 
after another, and after your days, may have and enjoy the faid employments of ad¬ 
miral, viceroy and governor of the faid ocean, iflands and continent, as well of thofe 
you have already found and difeovered, as of thofe you fhall for the future find and 
difeover, with all the power, pre-eminence and prerogative, as the admirals, viceroys 
and governors in our kingdoms of Caftile and Leon do enjoy ; and that all the per- 
quifites and*falaries appertaining and belonging to the faid office, and granted and al¬ 
lowed to our admirals, viceroys and governors, may be made good to you ; or that 
we made fuch provifion in this cafe, as in our goodnefs we fhall think fit. And we 
having regard to the'hazard and danger you have expofed yourfelf to incur fervice, in 
going to difeover and find out the faid iflands, and that which you now run in attempt- 
, ing to find out the other illands and continent, wherein we have been, q/id hope to be 
by you well ferved : to requite and reward you, do, by thefe prefents, confirm to 
you and your children, heirs and fucceffors, one after another, now and for ever, the 
faid employments of admiral of the faid ocean, and viceroy*and governor of the faid 
iflands and continent by you difeovered aqd found out, and of the other iflands and 
continent, that fhall be by you or yourinduftry found or difeovered for the future in 
thofe parts of the Indies. And itjs our will, that you, and after you your children, 
heirs and fucceffors, one after another, enjoy the laid employment of our admira^of 
the faid ocean, which is ours, and commences at a line, we have caufed to be drawn 
from the iflands Azores to thofe of Cabo Verde, and fo from pole to pole north and 
fouth $ fo that all beyond the faid line weftward is ours, and belongs to us. And accord¬ 
ingly we conftitute you admiral, and your fons ai\d fucceffors, one after another, 
of all that part for ever. And we alfo appoint you our viceroy and governor, and 
after you, your fons, heirs and fucceffors, one after another, of the faid iflands and 
continent difeovered and to be difeovered, in the faid ocean in thofe parts of the 
Indies, has been faid; and we grant you the poffeflion of all the faid employ¬ 
ments ^f admiral, viceroy and governor for ever, with full commiffion agjl authority 
to «jfe and exercife in the faid fea the office of admiral in all thofe things, and in the 
fame manner and form, and with the rights and privileges, perquifites and falams, 
as our admirals of Caftile and Leon have and do ufe, have enjoyed or enjoy, as 
.well in the faid iflands dnd continent already difeovered, as in thofe that lhall hereafter 

be 
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be difcovered in the faid ocean and faid parts of thg Indies, that the planters of them 
all may be better governed. And we grant you fuch power and authority, that you 
may, as our viceroy and gbvemor, and your lieutenants, judges/commanders and of¬ 
ficers by you created, exercife the civil and criminal jurifdi&ion, the fupreme and 
mean authority, and the abfolute and mixed coftimand. And in thofe places you 
may remove, turn out, and put in others in their places, as often as you pleafe, and 
fhall think convenient for our fervice. And that they have power to hear, judge, 
and determine all fuits or caufes, civil or criminal, that Ihall occur or arife in the faid 
iflands or continent; and that they have and receive the fees and falaries ufually an¬ 
nexed, and appertaining to thofe employments in our kingdoms of Caftile and Leon. 
And you our faid viceroy and governor may hear and determine all the faid caufcs, 
and any of them, whenfoever you fhall pleafe, upon the firft motion by way of appeal 
or complaint, and exanyne, determine and decide them, as our viceroy and governor; 
and you and your children may do all that is reafonable m fuch cafes, and all other 
things appertaining to tho office of viceroy and governor, and that you and your lieu¬ 
tenants and officers appointed to this purpofe, may take fuch cognizance, and ufe fuch 
methods as you Ihall think proper for our fervice, and the execution of our juftice. 
All which you and they may do and perform lawfully and effedually, as they might 
and ought to do, had the faid officers been appointed by us. But our. will and pleafure 
is, that fuch letters patent as you fhall grant, be drawn and granted in our name, with 
thefe words, * Ferdinand and Elizabeth, by the grace of God, King and Queen of Caftile 
and Leon,’ &c. and be fealed with our feal, which we will caufe to be given you for the 
faid iflands and continent. And we command all the people, inhabitants, and other 
perfons in theTaid iflands and continent, to obey you, as’ our viceroy and governor of 
the fame; and thofe that fail on the faid feas to obey you as our admiral of the faid 
ocean ; and that all of them execute your letters and orders, and take part with you 
and your officers, for the execution of our juftice ; and give, and caufe to be given 
you, all the aid and affiftance you fhall require and ftand in need of, upon fuch penal¬ 
ties as you fhall impofe on them, which we by thefe prefents do impofe on them, and 
do look upoi\ them as impofed ; and do grant you authority to execute them on their 
perions and goods. And it is alfo our will, that if you fhall find it for our fervice 
and the execution of juftice, that any perfons who fhall be in the faid iflands or conti¬ 
nent, depart from them, ^tnd do not return nor ftay in them, and that they co'me and 
appear before us, you may in our name command, and make them depart the faid 
iflands. All whom by thefe prefents we command, that they presently perform, exe¬ 
cute, and put in practice all that has beeti faid, without looking farther, or alking 
acfyice upon it, nor expefting any other letter or command from us, notwithftanding 
any appeal or petition they fhall make or prefent againft your faid order. For all 
which things, and any other due or belonging to the faid offices of our admiral, vice¬ 
roy, and governor, we give you fufficient authority, with all incidents, dependencies, 
and emergencies to them annexed or inherent. Concerning all which things, if it fhall 
be your will, we do command our chancellor, notaries, and other officers belonging to 
our feals, that fhey give, pafs, difpatch, and feal you our letter of privilege, made 
as effe&ive, firm,* and ftrong, as you fhall require of them, and ftand in need of; and 
that none of them prefume to do any thing to the contrary, upon pain of our dif- 
pleafure, and of thirty ducats to be paid to our treafury by every one tbfet fhall be • 
guilty of the contrary. And befides, we command him that fhall fhew them this our 
footer to fummon them to appear before us at our court* wherefoever we are, within 
vol. xii. i fifteen 
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fifteen days, upon the faid penalty. Upder which we command any public notary, 
that fhall be called for fuch purpdfe, that he give to him that lhall fhew it him, a cer- 
tificate figned under his hand, that we may know how our Commands are obeyed. 

“ Given in the city of Barcelona, the*2f?th of May in the year of our Lord 1493. 

“ 1 the King, I the Queen. 

“ By Their Majeftics’ order, 

“ Ferdinand Alvarez de Toledo, Secretary to the King 
and Queen, our Lord and Lady. 

“ Peter Gutierrks, Chancellor, without fees for feal or entry. 
«* Delivered, Roderick Doctor. 

“ Entered, Alonzo Perez.” 

CHAP. XLV.— How the Admiral went from Barcelona to Seville, and fet out thence for 

Hfpaniola. 

ALL things neceflary for the peopling of thofe countries being provided, the 
admiral departed from Barcelona for Seville in June; and being come thither, fo 
diligently folicited the fitting out of the fleet Their Catholic Majefties had ordered him 
to provide, that \n a fhort time feventeen fhips, great and final 1, were made leady, 
well ftored with provifions, and with all things thought neceflary for peopling of 
thofe countries; as handicrafts of all forts, labourers, countrymen to till the land; 
befides, the fame of gold and other rarities in thofe countries, had drawn to¬ 
gether fo many gentlemen, and other perfons of worth, that it was neceflary to 
ieffen the number, and not to allow fo many to go aboard, at leaf! till it appeared 
in fome meafure how things would fucceed in thofe parts, and till things were 
a little fettled. Yet was it impoflible fo much to confine the number of people that 
went aboard, but that it amounted to fifteen hundred of all forts; among whom fome 
Carried horfes, afles, and other beafts, which were afterwards of great ufe and advan¬ 
tage to the planters in thofe countries. Being thus furniflied, the admiral weighed 
anchor in the road of Cadiz, where the fleet had been fitted, upon Wedncfday the 
25th of September, 1493, an b° ur before fun rifiug, my brother and I being there, 
and flood fouth-weft for the Canary Iflands, defigning there to take in fome neceflary 
refrefliment. On the 28th of September, being one hundred leagues from Spain, 
there came aboard the admiral’s fliip abundance of land fowl, turtle-doves, and other 
forts of fmall birds, which feemed to be.pa'fling over to winter in Africk, and to come 
from the Iflands Azores. He holding on his courfe, on Wedncfday the 2d of October 
arrived at Gran Canaria, and came*to an anchor; at midnight failed again for Gomera, 
where he arrived on the fifth of October; and orders were given for taking up with all 
fpeed whatfoever the fleet flood in need of. 

CHAP. XLVI.— How the Admiral, departing from „ Gomera , crojfed the Ocean and 
, difcovered the Ca rib be c Iflands. 

ON Monday, the 7th of October, the admiral coqfinued his voyage towards the 
Indies, having firft delivered a commiflion /hut up and fealed, to every Ihip, com¬ 
manding them not to open it, unlefs they were feparated from him by flrefs weather; 
for he in thofe letters giving an account of the courfe they were to fleer, to come to 
the town of the Nativity in HTpaniola, would not have that courfe known to any without 

great 
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great need. Thus failing with a fair gale till Thurfday the 24th of O&ober, when be¬ 
ing •four hundred leagues weft of Gomera, he yet met with none of the weeds he had 
feer. the firft voyage, when he was out about two hundred and fifty leagues, to the 
great aftonilhment of them all. That day and the next a fwallow flew about the fleet. 
On Saturday at night the body of St. Elmo was feeb, with feven lighted candles on the 
round top, and there followed mighty rains, and frightful thunder. I mean, the lights 
were feen, which the fcamen affirm to be the body of St Elmo, and they fing litanies 
and prayers to him ; looking upon it as moll certain, that in thole florins where he 
appears, there can be no danger. W^itfoever this is, I,leave to them ; for if wd will 
believe Pliny, when 1 'uch lights appeared in thole times to the Roman Tailors in a 
ftorm, they laid they were Caftor and PoMux, whereof Seneca makes mention alfo aj 
the beginning of his firft book of nature. But to return to our hiftory ; on Saturday 
the 2d of November, at night, the admiral perceiving a great alteration in the Iky arid 
winds, and taking nolice'o* the mighty rains, he concluded for certain that he was near 
fome land, and for this regfon cauled moll of the fails to be furled, and ordered all to 
be upon the watch ; nor without caufe; for that fame night, as day began to break, 
they fpied land feven leagues to the weftvvard, which was a high mountainous ifland; 
and he called it Dominica, becaufe difeovered upon Sunday morning. A while after 
he fan; another ifland north-eaft of Dominica, and then another, and another after that, 
more northward. For which mercy, God had been pleafed to fellow on them, all 
* the men aflembling in the poop, lung the Salve regina, and other prayers and hymns 
very devoutly, giving thanks to God, for that in twenty days after departing from 
Gomera, they had made that land, judging the dillancc between them to be between 
feven hundred *and fifty and eight hundred leagues. ’And finding no convenient 
place to come to an anchor on the eaft fide of the ifland Dominica, they flood over to 
another ifland, which the admiral called Marigalante, that being his Ihip’s name. 
Here landing, he with all neccflary folemnity again confirmed the pofleflion he had in 
his firft voyage taken of all the illands and continent of theWeft Indies for Their Ca¬ 
tholic Majefties. 

• 

CHAP. XLVII.— How the Admiral difeovered the Ifland of Guadalupe, and what he 

fizu there. 

ON Monday the 4th day of November, the admiral failed from the Ifland Mari¬ 
galante northwards, by another great ifland, which he called St Mary of Guadalupe, 
for his own devotion, and aL the requeft oft the friars of the houle of that name, to 
wh«m he had made promife to call fome ifland by the name of their monaftery. Before 
he came to it, at two leagues diftance, they difeovered a very high rock, ending in a 
point, whence gullied out a ftream of water, as thick as a large barrel, which hilling 
made fuch a noile, that it was heard aboard the Ihips, though many affirmed it was only 
a white vein in the rock, the water was fo white and frothy by reafon of its fteep fafl. 
Going afhore in the boat to view *a fort of town they faw from the Ihore, they found 
no body there, the people being fled to the woods, except fome children, to whofe 
arms they tied fome baubles to allure their fathers when they returned. In the houfes 
they found geefe l ke ours, and abundance of parrots, with red, green, blue, and white 
feathers, as bi^ as common cocks. They alfo found pompions, and a fort *of•fruit 
w hich looked like our green pine-apples, but much bigger, and within full of a folid 
meat, like a melon, and much Tweeter both in tafte and Imell,•which grow on long ftalks, 
like* lilies or aloes, wild about the fields, and are better thanthofe that are brought 
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up by art, as afterwards appeared. They alfo faw other forts of fruits and herbs dif¬ 
fering from ours ; beds of cotton nets, that is, hammocks, bows, and arrows, 1 and 
other fuch things, of which our men took none, that the-Indians might be the lefs 
afraid of the Chriftians. But what they moil admired was, that they found an iron pan j 
though I believe that the rocks and 1 fire-ftones in that country being of the colour of 
bright iron, a perfon of but indifferent judgment that found it, without looking farther, 
took it for iron, though in truth it was not fo; for as much as from that day to this, 
there was never any thing of iron found among thofe people, nor did I hear the admi¬ 
ral fpeak of this. And therefore I am of opinjpn, that he ufing daily to write down 
whatfocver happened, and was told him, that he might among other things fet down 
what was told him concerning this particular, by thofe that were afliore. And though 
it were of iron, it was not to be admired, becaufe the Indians of the ifland of Guada¬ 
lupe, being Caribbees, and making their excurfions to rob as far as Hifpaniola, perhaps 
they had that pan of the Chriftians, or of the other Indians'of Hifpaniola ; and it is 
poffible they might carry the body of the fhip the admiral loft, to make ufe of the iron ; 
and though it were not the hulk of that fhip, it muft be the remainder of fame other 
wreck, carried thither by the wind and current from our parts. But be it what it: 
will, they that day took neither the pan nor any thing elfe, but returned to their fhips. 
The next day, \yhich was Tuefday the 5th of November, the admiral again lent two 
boats alhore, to endeavour to take fome body that might give him an account of the 
country, and inform'him how far off, and which way Hifpaniola lay. Each of the 
boats brought back a youth, who agreed in faying they were not of that ifland, but of 
another called Borriquen (now St. John), and that the inhabitants of that ifland of 
Guadalupe were Caribbees or Canibals, and had taken them prifoners- from their own 
ifland. Soon after the boats returning to fhore, to take up fome Chriftians they had 
left there, found fix women with them, who had fled to them from the Caribbees, and 
came of their own accord aboard the fhips. The admiral to allure the iflanders, would 
not keep them aboard, but gave them fome glafs beads and bells, and made them be 
let afhore againft their wills. This was not done unadvifedly, for as foon as they 
landed, the Caribbees in the fight of the Chriftians, look away all the admiral had 
given them. Therefore either through the hatred they bore the Caribbees, or for the 
fear they had conceived of thofe people, awhile after, when the boats returned for 
wood and water, the faid women got into them, begging of the feamen to carry them 
aboard the fhips, and giving them to underftand by figns, that thofe people did eat men, 
and make flaves of them, and therefore they would not flay with them. So that the 
men yielding to their entreaties, carried them back to the fhips, with two children and 
a young man that had made his efcape from the Caribbees, thinking it fafer to put 
themfelves into the hands of people they never faw, and fuch ftrangers to their nation, 
than to remain among thofe they knew to be wicked and cruel, and who had eaten 
their hufbands and children; and they fay they do not kill and eat the women, but 
k&sp them as flaves. One of the women told them, that towards the fouth there were 
many ifiands, fome inhabited, others not, which botlr fhe and the other women, fevc- 
rally called Gfamachi, Cairvaco, Huino, Buriari, Arubeira, Sixibei.< Bht the conti¬ 
nent, which they faid was very great, both they and the people of Hifpaniola called 
Zuanta, becaufe in former times canoes had come'from that land to barter, with 
abundarfee of lads, of whom they faid there were two-thirds in an ifland not far diftant; 
and they alfo faid, that a king of that country whither they fled, was gone with ten 
great canoes, and three hundred men, to make incurfions into the neighbouring ifiands, 
and take people to eat.. The fame women gave information where the ifland Hifpa- 
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niola lay j for though the admiral had inferted it in his fea-chart; yet for his farther 
information, he would hear what the people of that country faid of it. He would im¬ 
mediately have failed that way, had he not been told, that one Captain Mark was gone 
afliore with eight men, without his leave, before day, and was not yet returned. He 
was therefore forced to fend out to look for him/ though in vain; for by reafon of 
the great thicknefs of the trees, there could be no difeovering of them. Therefore 
the admiral, that they might not be loft, or be obliged t <3 leave a (hip behind to take 
them in, which might afterwards mifs her way to Hifpaniola, refolved to ftay there 
till the next day; and becaufe the country, as has been faid, was full of great woods, 
he ordered them to be fought after again, and that they Ihould carry trumpets and 
mulkets to bring them to the noife. Theie people having ftrayed all that day, re¬ 
turned to their fliips without finding or hearing any news of them. The admiral 
therefore feeing it was now Thurfday morning, and no news had been heard of t!\em 
fince Tuefday, and that’they went without leave, refolved to continue his voyage, or at 
lead make Ihew of fo doipg, that it might be a punilhment to others, but at the in¬ 
treaty of fome of their kindred and friends, he ftayed, and ordered the Ihips Ihould in 
the mean while take in wood and water, and the men wafli their linen; and fent Cap¬ 
tain Hojeda, with forty men, to look for thofe that were ftrayed, and pry into the na¬ 
ture *®f the country, where he found maftick, aloes, fandal, ginger, frankincenfe, and 
fome trees in tafte and fmell like cinnamon, abundance of cotton, tftrd many falcons, 
and faw two of them purfuing the other birds ; they alfo faw kites,*herons, daws, turtles, 
partridges, geefe, and nightingales, and affirmed that in travelling fix leagues, they crofted 
twenty-fix rivers, feveral whereof were valt deep, which makes me believe, that the coun¬ 
try being uncohth, they often crofted the fame river. «\Vhilft thefe were admiring at 
what they faw, and other companies went about the ifiand, feeking the ftragglers, they 
returned to the fliips without being met by any that looked for them, on Friday the 8th 
of November, faying the thicknefs of the woods was the caufe they had loft themfelves. 
The admiral to puniffi their prefumption, commanded the captain to be call into irons, 
and the reft to fuff'er by retrenching their allowance of provifiqns. Then he landed 
and went to fome houfes, where he faw all the things above-mentioned, efpecially a 
great deal of’cotton fpun and unfpun, looms to weave, abundance of men’s {hulls hung 
up, and balkets full of mens’ bones. Thefe houfes they faw were the belt, and more 
plentifully ftored with pryvifions and other things needfary for the ufe of the Indians, 

than any others the admiral faw in the iflands at his nrft voyage. 

• • 

QHAP. XLVIII. — How the Admiral depatted from the IJland Guadalupe , and of fome 
• Iflands he found in his Way. 

• ON Sunday the ioth of November the admiral weighed anchor, and failed with the 
whole fleet along the coaft of the illand Guadalupe, towards the north-weft for Hif¬ 
paniola, and came to the ifland Monferatte, calling it by that name, becaufe of it3 
height, anjl underftood by the Indians he had with him, that the Caribbees had unpeo¬ 
pled it, devouring the inhabitants. Thence he proceeded to St. Mfcry Redonda, fo 
called becaufe it*is fo round and upright, that there feems to be no getting into it with¬ 
out ladders, which the Indians called ocamaniro. Next he came to St. Maria la An¬ 
tigua, which is above twenty-eight leagues in extent. Still holding on,his courfe. 
north-weft, there appeared feveral other iflands towards the north, and lying noTth-weft 
^pd fouth-eaft, all very high and full of woods, in one of which they call anchor, and 
called it St. Martin, where they took up pieces of coral, Tlicjting to the anchor Hooks, 

which 
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which made them hope they Ihould find other ufeful things in thofe countries. Though 
the admiral was very defirous to know every thing, yet he refolved to hold on his 
courfe towards Hifpaniola to relieve thofe he had left there *, but the weather being bad, 
he came to an anchor on Thurfday the 13th of November in an ifland, where he 
ordered fome Indians to be taken, *to know whereabouts he was. As the 'boat was 
returning to the fleet with four women and three children the men had taken, it met 
a canoe, in which there were'four men and one woman, who perceiving rhey could not 
make their efcape, flood upon their guard, and hit two of the Chriflians with their 
arrows, which they let fly with fuch force and dexterity, that the woman Ihot a target 
quite through ; but the boat furioufly boarding, the canoe overfet, fo that they took 
them all fwimming in the water, and one of. them fwimming, (hot feveral arrows, as if 
he had been upon dry land. Thefe had their members cut oft’, for they are taken by 
thp Caribbees in other iflands and gelt, as we do to fat capons, that they may be more 
pleafing to the tafte. The admiral departing hence, continued his voyage weft-north- 
weft, where he found above fifty iflands, which he left to the northward ; the biggeft 
of them he called St. Urfula, and the others the Eleven thoufand Virgins. Next he 
came to the ifland which he called St. John Baptlft, but the Indians, Borriquen, and the 
fleet anchored in a bay on the weft fide of it, where they took feveral forts of iifh, as 
fkate, olaves, pilchards, and fhads, and faw falcons, and bullies like wild vines. ‘INlore 
to the eaftward, ‘fome C.hriftians went to certain hnufes well built after their fafhion, 
with a fquare before them, and a broad road down to the fen, with towers made of cam: 
on both fides, and the top of them curioufly interwoven with greens, as is ieen in the 
gardens of Valencia. At the end of it next the fea, was a railed gallery or balcony that 
could hold ten or twelve people, lofty and well built. 

CHAP. XLIX. — How the Admiral arrived at IVj'paniohi , w/.kit he undajlood tie 

Spaniards were dead. 

ON Friday the 12th of November the admiral came up with the north fide of 1 Hi- 
paniola, and prefently fent afhore at Santana one of the Indians born in that part, whom 
he brought out of Spain, being then converted to our holy faith, who olfered to reduce 
all the Indians to fubmit to the Chriflians. The admiral continuing his voyage towards 
the town of Natal, or the Nativity, when he came to cape A,ngel, fome Indians went, 
aboard to barter their commodities with the Chriflians. Coming to an anchor in the 
port of Monte Chrifto, a boat that went afhore found near a river two dead men, one of 
them feemed to be young, the other old* who had a rope made of a certain fort of 
broom, or fuch like furze that grows in Spain, called cfparto, about his neck, his arms 
extended, and his hands tied to a piece of wood, in the form of a crofs ; but they could 
not difeern whether they were Chriflians or Indians, but looked upon it as an ill omen.' 
The next day, being the 26th of November, the admiral fent afhore in feveral places ; 
the Indians came very friendly and boldly to talk with the Chriflians, and touching our 
men's fhirts and doublets, laid, fhirt, doublet, in Spfanilh, to Ihew they If new how 
thofe things were called ; which delivered the admiral from the jealouly he had con¬ 
ceived on account of the dead men; judging that if thofe people Had wronged the 
Chriftians left there, they had not come fo boldly aboard’ the (hips. But the next day, 
/when he c^jne to an anchor near the town of Navidad, or the Nativity, aftet midnight, 
a canoe'came to the fleet, and alked for the admiral, and being bid to come aboard, 
for he was there, they would^not do it, faying they were refolved not to go aboard fill 
they faw and knew him. /file admiral therefore was forced to come to the Ihip’s fide 

to 
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to hear them, and then prefently two went up with two mafks, which they gave to the 
admiral, from the Cacique Guacanagari, faying, he fent many commendations. They 
being afked by the admiraPconceming the Chriftians left there, anfwered, that fome 
of them died of diftempers, fome parted from their company, and fome were gone into 
other countries; but that all of them had four of five wives, though it appeared by 
their way of fpeaking that all or moft of them were deaci; yet the admiral not think¬ 
ing fit to take any notice at that time, fent back the Indians, with a prefent of fome 
things made of fatten, and other baubles for Guacanagari and themfelves, and fo they 
went away that fame night, with the gifts for the Cacique. 


CIIAP. L. — How the Admiral went to the Town of Navidad, or the Nativity ; found 

it forfak 'en and burnt , and had an Interview with King Guacanagari . 

» 

ON Thurfday the 28th of November, about evening, the admiral with all his fleet 
came into the port, before the town of Navidad or the Nativity, found it all burnt, and 
that day nobody was feen all about there : next day in the morning, the admiral landed 
very much concerned to fee the houfes and fort burnt, and nothing left belonging to the 
Chriilians, but only ragged cloaths and fuch like things, as is ufual in a place plundered 
and d eftroyed ; and feeing nobody to inquire of, the admiral went wit if fome boats up 
,a river that was hard by. Whilft he was going up it, he ordered the well he had made 
in the fort to be cleanfed, thinking to find gold in it; becaufc at his going away, 
fearing what might happen, he commanded thofe he left behind to throw all the gold 
they could get ipto that well, but nothing was found in it.; and the admiral that way 
he went up with his boats could lay hold of no Indian, becaufe they all fled from their 
houfes to the woods. Having therefore found nothing but fome of the Chriftians* 
cloaths, he returned to Navidad, where he faw eight of the Chriftians, and three others, 
in the fields near the town, whom they knew to be Chriftians by their cloaths, and they 
ieemed to have been dead about a month. The Chriftians going about to leek fome 
other tokens or writings of the dead, a brother of the Cacique Guacanagari, came with 
fome Indians tc, talk with the admiral. Thefe could fpeak fome words of Spanifh, and 
knew the names of all the Chriftians that had been left there, and faid that thofe 
Spaniards foon began to fall at variance among themfelves, and to take every one what 
gold and as many women tts they could; whereupon Peter Gutierres and Efcovedo 
killed one James, and then they and nine others went away with • their women to a 
cacique, whole name was Caunabo, who was .lord of the mines, and killed them all; 
theq many days after came with a great many men to Navidad, where there was only 
James de Arana, with ten men who had remained with him to guard the fort, all tilt- 
reft being difperfed about the ifland. The Cacique Caunabo coming up by night, 
fir til the houfes where the Chriftians lived with their women, for fear whereof they fled 
to the fca, where eight of them were drowned, and three died afhore, whom they 
ihewed. That Guacanagari himfelf, fighting with Caunabo in defence of the Chriftians, 
was wounded«and jded. This account agreed with that given by other Chriftians, fent 
by the admiral to learn more of the country, who went to a town where Guacanagari 
lay ill of a wound, which he faicbhad hindered him from waiting on the admiral, and 
* giving him an account of what was become of the Chriftians ; among whom be faid, 
icon after the admiral returned for Spain, there began to be difl'enfion, and everyone 
would barter gold for himfelf, and take what women he thought fit; and not fatisfied 
with«what Guacanagari gave and‘allowed to be given them" they divided into fevcral 
parcels, and diiperfed fome one way and fome another, and that fome Bifcainers join- 
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ing together, went where they were all killed ; and this was the truth of what had hap¬ 
pened, which they might tell the admiral, defiring him by thofe fame Chriftians, that 
he would go fee him, becaufe he was in fuch a condition that he could not leave his 
houfe. The admiral did fo, going the next day to vifit him, and he with great fignsof 
forrow, told him all that had happened, as has been related above, and that he and his 
men had been all wounded in defence of the Chriftians, as appeared by their wounds, 
which were not given by Chriftian arms, but with aragayas, or wooden fwords, and 
arrows pointed with fifh-bones. This difcourfe being over, he prefented the admiral 
with eight firings of fmall beads, made of white, green, and red ftones, a firing of 
gold beads, a regal crown of gold, and three little calabafhes full of gold fand; all 
which might be about four marks weight- in gold, each mark being half a pound. 
The admiral in return, gave him abundance of our baubles, which might be worth three 
royals, (or is. 6d.) and were valued by him above a thoufand. Though he was very 
ill, he would needs go with the amiral to fee the fleet, where he was courteoufly enter¬ 
tained and much pleafed to fee the horfes, of which the Chriftians had before given 
him an account. And becaufe fome of thofe that \Yere dead had mifinformed him 
concerning our holy faith, the admiral was forced to inftruft him in it, and afterwards 
would have him wear an image of the Virgin Mary about his neck, which at firfl he had 
refufed to receive. 

CHAP. LI. — How the Admiral left the Colony of Navidad, and went to found the City 

-which he called IJabella. 

THE admiral refle&ing gn the difafter of thofe Chriftians, and his own misfortune 
at fea, having loft the men and fort afhore, and his fhip upon the water, and that not 
far off there were better and more commodious places to plant a colony ; on Saturday 
the 7th of December he failed with the whole fleet eaftward, and about evening call 
anchor not far from the iflands of Monte Chriflo, and the next day at Monte Chrifto, 
among thofe feven low little iflands, whereof mention has been made already, which, 
though they are without trees, are neverthelefs pleafant; for in that winter feafon, they 
there found flowers, and nefts with eggs, others with young birds, and all other things 
that are feen in fummer. Thence he went to anchor before a town of Indians, where, 
refolved to plant a colony, he landed with all the men, provifions and utenfils he brought 
aboard the fleet, in a plain near a rock, on which a fort might conveniently be built, 
where he built a town and called it Ifabclla, in honour of Queen Ifabcl or Elizabeth. 
This place was judged very convenient, forafmuch as the port was very large, though 
expofed to the north-weft, and had a moft delicate river a bow-fhot from it, from which 
canals of water might be drawn to run through the middle of the town, and beyond 
was a mighty open plain, from which the Indians faid the mines of C.ibao were not 
very remote. * For thefe reafons the admiral was fo eager upon fettling the faid colony, 
that what with the fatigue endured at fea, and what he here went through, he not only 
wanted time to write day by day what happened, according to his cuftoni, but it happened 
he fell fick, yvhich interrupted his writing from the 11th of December fill (he 12th of 
March in the year 1494. During which time, having ordered the affairs of the town 
the belt he could, for affairs abroad he fent one Alonzo deHojeda, with fifteen men, 
to feek t out the mines of Cibao. Afterwards on the ad February, twelve fhips of the 
fleet returned to Caftille, under the command of one Captain Anthony de Torres, 
brother to Prince John’s nurfe, a man of great judgment and honour, and in whom 
Their. Catholic Majefties and the admiral much confided. He had all in writing at 
large that had happened, as alfo the nature of the country, and what it required. Not 

long 
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“long after Hodeja returned, and giving an account of his journey, faid, that the fecond 
day, after*he fet out for Ifabella, he lay at the pafs of a mountain, which was very 
difficult of accefs, that afterwards, at every league’s diftance he found caciques, who 
had been very kind to him ; and continuing his journey the fixth day after he let out,, 
he carafe to the mines of Cibao, where the Indians immediately before hitn, took up 
gold in a fmall river, as they had done in many othens of the fame province, where 
he affirmed there was great plenty of gold. This news much rejoiced the ad¬ 
miral, who was then recovered of his ficknefs, and he refolved to go affiore, to ob- 
ferve the difpofition of the country, that he might the better know what was *fo be 
done. Accordingly on Wcdnefday the 12th of March 1494, he fet out from Ifabella 
for Cibao, to fee the mines, with all the'people that were in health, both a foot an^ a 
horfeback, leaving a good guard in the two (hips and three caravals that remained of 
the fleet, and caufing all the ammunition and tackle belonging to the other fhips to be 
put aboard his owui, that none might rebel with them, as they had attempted to do 
whilft he was fick. Beeaufe many having gone that voyage, upon the belief that as 
foon as they landed they might load themfelves with gold, and fo return rich home 
(which gold wherefoever it is found requires time, trouble, and labour to gather it); 
the thing not falling out as they expected, being therefore diffatisfied and offended, as 
alfo*t>ccaufe of the building of the new town, and weary of the difcafes, the climate, 
and change of diet caufed among them, they had privately confpijrd to revolt from the 
admiral, and taking the fhips that remained by force to return in them to Spain. One 
Bernard de Pifa, who had bcen an officer of juftice at court, and went that voyage in 
the quality of their Catholic Majefties’ comptroller, was the ring-leader and head of 
thefe mutineers; therefore the admiral, when informed of it, would not puniffi him any 
otherwife than by fecuring him aboard a ffiip, with a defign to fend him afterwards into 
Spain, with his procefs drawn up, as well for mutinying as for having writ a falle infor¬ 
mation againft the admiral, which he had hid in thefhip. Having therefore ordered all 
thefe affairs, and having left foine peribas both at fea and affiore, together with his bro¬ 
ther D. James Colon, to look to and fecure the fleet, he fet forwards towards Cibao, car¬ 
rying along jvith him all the tools and neceffaries to build a fort, to keep that province 
under, and fecure the Chriftians left there to gather gold againft any attempts or defigns 
of the Indians. And the more to terrify them, and take away all hopes that they 
might do in the admiral’*; pretence as they had done in his abfence with Arana and the 
thirty-eight Chriftians left among them, he then carried along with him all the men 
he could, that they might in their ow n towns, fee anti be fenfible of the power of the 
Chriftians, and be ienfible that whenfoever any wrpug was done to one Angle man of 
ours travelling through the country, there was a force of men to chaftile it. i\nd to 
appear the more formidable, when he fet out for Ifabella and other towns, he made 
his men march with their arms in rank and file as is ufual in timc*of war, and with 
trumpets founding and colours flying. In his way, he marched along that river which 
lay about.a mufket-fhot from Isabella; and a league beyond, he croffed another Ids 
river, and.went to lie that night three leagues off, in a plain divided info pleafant fields, 
reaching to the foot of a craggy hill, and about two bow-fhots high. This he called 
Puerto de los JlidalgOs, or the Gentleman’s Port (the Spaniards call paffes on moun¬ 
tains dry ports), becaufe fome gentlemen went before to order the road tq be made 
and this was the firft road made in the Indies, for the Indians make their wafs broad 
enough but for one man to pafs at a time. Beyond this pafs he came into a large plain, 
qyer which he travelled five leagues the next day, and wt>nt to lie near a great river, 
which the men paffed upon floats and in canoes. This river/which he called of Canes, 
vol. xn. k * fell 
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fell into the fea at Monte Chrifto. In his journey he paired by many Indian towns, 
the houfes whereof were round, thatched, and with fuch a little door, that Hfc who goes 
in mull (loop very low. Here, as foon. as fomc of the Indians brought from Ifabella 
went into the houfes, they took what .they liked belt, and yet the owners were not at 
all difpleafed ; as if all things were in common. In the like manner, the people of 
the country coming near to any Chriftian, would take from him what they thought fit, 
thinking our things had been as common as theirs. But they were foon undeceived, 
being told the contrary’. In their way they paffed over mountains moft pleafantly 
woodetl, where there were wild vines, aloes, and cinnamon trees, and another fort that 
produces a fruit like a fig, and were valtly thick at the foot, but the leaves were like 
thofe of the apple tree. Of this fort of tree the fcammony is faid to come. 

CHAP. LII. — How the Admiral came to the Province of Cibao, where he found the 
Gold Mines , and built the Cajlle of St. Thomas. 

ON Friday the 14th of March, the admiral fet forward from the river of Canes, and 
a league and a half from it found a great river, which he called the River of Gold, 
becaufe in paffing it they gathered fomc grains of gold. Having paffed it with fomc 
difficulty, he proceeded to a large town, where many of the people fled to the moun¬ 
tains, but moft of them fortified their houfes, barring their doors with fome canes, as 
if that were a great defence to hinder any body from coming in; for according to 
their cuftom, no man dares break in at the door he finds fo barred, forafmuch as they 
have no wooden doors, or other means to Ihut themfelves in, and it feen\s thefebars arc 
fufficient. Hence the admiral went to another fine river, which he called the Green 
River, the banks whereof were covered with bright round ftoncs, and there he refted 
that night. Holding on his journey the next day, he paffed by fome great towns, 
where the people had put flicks acrofs their doors, like the others above-mentioned, 
and the admiral and his men being tired, they flayed that night at the foot of a rugged 
mountain, which he called Port Cibao, forafmuch as the province of Cibao begins 
beyond the mountain. From this the firft mountain they paffed was eleven leagues 
diftant, all which diftance is a plain, and the way directly fouth. Setting out the next 
day, he travelled along a path, where they were forced, with much difficulty, to 
lead the horfes; and thence he font back fome mules to Ifabella to bring "bread 
and wine; for they -began to want provifions, and the journey was long, and they 
fuffert-d the more becaufe they were not-yqt ufed to the Indian diet, as they are now 
who live and travel in thofe parts, who find the food of that country more eafy 
of digeflion and more agreeable to that country than what is carried from Europe, 
though it is not of fo great nourifhment. Thofe that went for provifions being 
returned, the admiral paffing over the mountain on Sunday the 16th of March, en¬ 
tered the country of Cibao, which.is rough and flony, full of gravel, plentiful of grafs, 
and watered by feveral rivers, in which gold is found. , The further they went into this 
country, the more uncouth they found it, and encumbered with mountains, on the tops 
whereof there appeared grains of gold fand ; for as the admiral faid,, the great rains 
carry it down from the tops of the mountains to the rivers in fmall fand. This prg- 
.vince is as,big as Portugal, and there are in it abundance of mines, and gold in the 
brooks j but for the moft part there are very few trees, and thofe along the banks of 
rivers, and are moft of them pines and palms of feveral forts. Now Hojeda having, 
as was faid, travelled that country, the Indians had fome knowledge of the ChriftianS-; 
lo it happened, that whai way foever the admiral went, the faid Indians came out to 

the 
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the road to meet him, with prefents of provifions, and fome fmall quantity of gold dull 
they had gathered, after they undcrftood they came for it. The admiral perceiving he 
was now eighteen leagues from Ifabella, and the country he had left behind very craggy, 
he ordered a fort to be built in a very pleafant and ftrong place, which he called the 
caftle of St. Thomas, to command the country about the mines, and to be a place of* 
fafety for the Chriftians that went thither. The command of this new fort he gave to 
D. Peter Margarite, a perfon of account, with fifty-fix men, among whom were work¬ 
men of all forts to build the caftle, which was built with clay and timber, that being 
a fufficient ftrength to keep otlt any number of Indians that Ihould come agajnft it. 
Here breaking ground to lay the foundation, and cutting a rock to make the ditches, 
when they were got two fathoms below fhc ftone, they found nefts made of hay and 
ftraw, and inftead of eggs, three or four round ftones as big as oranges, as artificially 
made as if they had bepn cannon-balls ; and in the river that runs at the foot of. that 
hill the caftle now ftands upon, they found ftones of feveral colours, fome of them 
large, of pure marble, and others of jafper. 


CHAP. LI 1 I. — How the Admiral returned to Ifabella, and found that Soil was very 
\ fruitful. 

* • 

THE admiral having given orders for the finilhing and fortifying of the caftle, fet 
out for Ifabella on Friday the 21ft of March, and near the Green River met the mules 
going with provifions, and not being able to ftay there, becaufe of the great rains, he 
ftaygd there, finding the provifions to the fort. Afterwards endeavouring to find the 
ford of that river and of the river del Oro, which L bigger than Ebro, he ftayed fome 
days in thofe Indian towns, eating their bread and garlic, which they gave for a finall 
matter. On Sunday the 29th of March he came to Ifabella, where melons were already 
grown fit to eat, though it was not above two months fince the feed was put into the 
ground. So cucumbers came up in twenty days, and a wild vine of that country being 
pruned, had produced grapes which were good and large. The next day, being the 
30th of March, a countryman gathered ears of wheat he had fovvn at the latter end of 
January. There were alfo vetches, but much bigger than thofe they fowed ; and all 
they fowed fprung up above ground in three days, and the twenty-fifth day they eat of 
it. The ftones of fruit fet in the ground fprouted out in feven days, and the vine 
branches fhot out in the fame time, and in twenty-five days after they gathered green 
grapes. The fugar-canes budded in feven days, which proceeded from the tempera¬ 
ture of the climate, not unlike to that of our country, fo v it was rather cold than hot; 
befides, that the waters there are very cold, thin, and wholefomc. The admiral was 
well enough plcafcd with the air, the foil, and the people of the country. On Tuefday 
fhe 1 ft of April there came a meffenger from fort St. Thomas, who brought news that 
the Indians of that country fled, and that a cacique, whofe name was Caunabo, was 
preparing to come and attack tl^e fort. The admiral knowing how inconfiderablc* the 
people ol that qountry were, made little account of that report, efpecially confiding in 
the horfes, by whom the Indians were afraid to be devoured, and therefore were fo 
much afraid that they durft «iot go into any houfe where a horfe flood. However 
the admiral thought fit to fend more men and provifions, confidering that fince he 
defigned to*go and difeover the continent with three caravals he had left Him* it was* 
fit all things Ihould remain quiet behind. Therefore on Wednefday the 2d of April 
he fent feventy men, with provifions and ammunition to the fort, twenty-five of which 
were to keep guard, and the others help to make another read, the firft being very 
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troublefome, as were the fords of the rivers. Thefe being gone, whilft the fhips wdre 
fitted to go upon the new difcovery, he attended to order all things neceffary for the 
town he was building, dividing it into ftreets, with a convenient market-place, and 
endeavouring to bring the river to it along a large cut canal; for which reafon he alfo 
'made a dam that might ferve the milts, becaufe the town being almoft a cannon-fhot 
from the river, the people woqld have been troubled to fetch water fo far, efpecially 
then when moft of them were very weak and indifpofed, by reafon of the fharphefs 
of the air, which did not agree with them ; fo that l'ome were fick, and had no other 
Spaniffi provifions but bifeuit and wine, by reafon of thfc ill management of the captains 
of the fhips, as alfo becaufc in that country nothing keeps fo well as in Spain. And 
though they had plenty of the country provifions, yet not being ufed to that food it 
did not agree with them. Therefore the admiral had refolvcd to leave but three hun¬ 
dred men in the ifland and to fend the reft into Spain, which npmber, confidering the 
nature of the ifland, and of the Indies, he knew was fulficient to keep that country in 
fubjeefion to Their Catholic Majefties. In the mean while, bccaufe the bifeuit grew 
towards an end, and they had no flour but wheat, he .refolved to make fome mills, 
though there was no fall of water fit for that purpofe within a league of the town; at 
which work, and all others, he was forced to hand over the workmen, they all endea¬ 
vouring to fave themfelves from any labour. After that, he refolved to fend out all 
the people that were in health, except handicraft-men and artificers, to the royal plain, 
that travelling about the country they might pacify it, (trike a terror into the Indians, 
and by degrees be ufed to their food, fince they daily felt more want of that of Spain. 
Hojeda was fent to command thefe men till they came to St. Thomas’s, there to deliver 
them to D. Peter Margarite, who was to lead them about the ifland, and Iiojeda him- 
felf to command in the fort; he having taken the pains the winter before to difeover 
that province of Cibao, which in the Indian language fignifies (tony. Iiojeda fet out 
from lfabella on Wednefday the 29th of April, towards St. Thomas’s with all the 
aforefaid men, being above four hundred, and having pafled the river del Oro, appre¬ 
hended the cacique that lived there, and a brother and nephew of his, fending them in 
irons to the admiral, amt cut off the ears of one of his fubje£ts, in the great place of 
his town, becaufe three ChrUlians coming from St. Thomas to lfabella, this cacique 
gave them five Indians to carry their cloarhs over the river at the ford, and they being 
come to the middle of the river, returned to their town with them, and the cacique 
inftead of punifhing than, took the cloaths for himfelf, refufing to reftore them. 
Another cacique who dwelt beyond the fiver, relying on the lervicc he had done the 
Chriftians, refolved to go with the prifoner&.to lfabella, and intercede with the admiral 
for them, who entertained him courtcoufiy, and ordered that the other Indians, with 
their hands bound, fhould be publicly fentenced to die in the market-place ; which 
the honeft cacique feeing, he with many tears obtained their lives, promifmg they 
fhould never be guilty of any other offence. The admiral having difeharged them all, 
a man a horfeback came from St. Thomas’s, and gave an account, that he had found in 
that fame cacique who had been prifoner in his town,’five Chriftians taken by his fub- 
jects as they werb coming for lfabella, and that he frightening the Indians with his horfe 
had releafed them, above four hundred men running away from him, of whom he 
wounded two in the purfuit; and that when he had pafled the river, he faw they turned 
‘upon the fSid Chriftians, whereupon he made as if he would go back againft them, but 
they for fear of his horfe all ran away, left the horfe fhould fly over the river. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LIV. —- How the Admiral fettled the Affairs of the If and, and went to difcover 

(fuba, fuppofing it to be, the Continent. 

THE «admiral being refolved to go out to difeofer the continent, appointed a council 
t <5 govern the ifland in his abfence ; the perfons it confjfted of were D. James Colon, 
his brother, with the title of prefident, F. Boyl, and Peter Fernandez Coronell, regents, 
Alonfo Sanchez de Carvajal, redfor of Bacca, and John de Luxan of Madrid, gentlemen 
to Their Catholic Majefties. And that there might not want meal for fupport of the 
people, he haftened the building of the mills, notwithftanding the rain and flood very 
much obftru&ed it. From thefe rains, the admiral fays, proceeds the great moifturc, 
and confequer^jly the fruitfulnefs of the ifland, which is fo wonderful, that they eat 
fruit of the trees in November, when they were bloflbming afrefl), which fhews that 
they bear twice a year. But herbs and feeds grow at all times, and fo they find on 
the trees, nefts with eggs., and young birds. As the fruitfulnefs of the foil appeared 
extraordinary, fo they daily received frefh advices of the wealth of the country ; for 
fome of thofe the admiral had font out were always returning with news of new mines 
difeovered, befides the relation of the Indians concerning the great plenty of gold found 
in federal parts of the ifland., The admiral not fo fatisfied, refolved,to go out to dil- 
cover along the coaft of Cuba, not knowing whether it was an ifland or continent. 
Therefore taking three fliips along with him, he fet fail upon Thurfday the 24th of 
April, afternoon, and came to an anchor that day at Monte Chrifto, weft of IfabelJa. 
On Friday he went to Guacanagari’s port, thinking to find him there, but he feeing the 
fliips fled for fe!ir, though his fubjetts falfely affirmed he'would foon return. But the 
admiral not caring to ftay without great caufe, departed on Saturday the 26th of April, 
and went to the ifland Tortuga, which lies fix leagues to the wefhvard : he lay by it 
that night, in a calm with his fails abroad, the tide running back againft the currents. 
Next day the north-weft winds and currents fetting from the weft, obliged him to go 
back to an anchor in the river of G uadalquivcr, which is in the fame ifland, there to 
wait for a wind that would ftem the current, which both then,and the year before he 
found to run thong there toward the eaft. On Tucfday the 29th of the fame month,, 
the wind being fair he came to cape St. Nicholas, and thence croffed over to the ifland 
of Cuba, running along the fouth coaft of it, and having failed a league beyond Cabo 
Fucrte, put into a large bay which he called Puerto Grande, or great port, the mouth 
whereof was one hundred and. fifty paces over, and had much water. Here he eaft 
anchor, and took fome refrefhment of broiled fith and oyfters, whereof the Indians had 
grgat ftore. On the 1 ft of May he continued his voyage along the coaft, where he found 
commodious harbours, fine rivers, and high mountains. Upon the fea, after he left 
Tortuga, he met abundance of the weeds he law on the ocean, in his voyage to and 
from Spain. He failing elofe along the Ihore, abundance of people came aboard in their 
canoes from the ifland, thinking our men were come down from heaven, bringing of 
their bread, water, and fifli, and giving it all freely, without afking any thing for it j 
but the admiral,* to fend them home well pleaied, ordered they fhould*be paid, giving, 
them beads, bells,* and fuch lik^ baubles. 


* CHAP. LV .—The admiral difeovers the Ifland of Jamaica-. 

f)N Saturday, the 3d of May, the admiral refolved ft> fail over from Cuba to Ja¬ 
maica, that he might not leave it behind, without knowing whether the report of fuch 
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plenty of gold they heard there was in it proved true, arid the wind being fair, aqfl he 
almoft half way over, difcov«&jed it on Sunday. Upon Monday he came to an anchor, 
and thought it the beautifulleft of any he had yet feen in the Indies, and fuch mul- 
■ titudes of people in great and finall canoes came aboard, that it was aftonifhing. The 
next day he ran along the coaft to find out harbours, and the boats going to tpund the 
mouths of them, there came cfUt fo many canoes and armed men, to defend the country, 
that they we$p forced to return »o the fhips, not fo much for fear, as to avoid falling to 
enmity with thofe people. But afterwards, confidering that if ..they fhewed figns of 
fear, the Indians would grow proud upon it, they returned together to the port, which 
the admiral called Puerto Bueno, that is. Good Harbour. And becaufe the Indians 
came to drive them oft’, thofe in boats gave” them fuch a flight of arrows from their 
crofs-bows, that fix or feven of them being wounded, they retired. Tde fight ending 
in this manner; there came abundance of canoes from the neighbouring places in a 
peaceable manner, to fee and barter provifions, and feveral things they brought, and 
gave for the leaf! trifle that was offered them. In this port,"which is like a horfe-fhoe, 
the admiral’s fliip was repaired, it being leaky; and that done, they let fail on Friday 
the 9th of May, keeping fo clofc along the coaft weftward that the Indians followed in 
their canoes to trade, and get fomething of ours. The wind being fomewhat contrary, 
the admiral coulU not make fo much way as he wifhed, till on Tucfday the i^th of 
May he refolved to ft and over again for Cuba, to keep along its coafl;, defigning not, 
to return till he had failed five or fix hundred leagues, and were fatisfied whether it 
was an ifland or continent. That fame day, as he was going oil' from Jamaica, a very 
young Indian came aboard, faying he would come into Spain, and - v ifter him came 
feveral of his kindred and other people in their canoes, earneftly intreating him to go 
back, but they could never alter his refoiution ; and therefore to avoid feeing his filters 
cry and fob, he went where they could not come at him. The admiral, admiring his 
refoiution, gave order that he fhould be ufed with all civility. 

CHAP. LVI. — The Admiral from Jamaica returns to the coajl of Cuba, fill thinking it 

io be the Continent. 

THE admiral leaving Jamaica, on Wednefday the 14th of May came to that point 
of Cuba, which he called Cabo de Santa Cruz, or Cape Holy Crofs, and running along 
the coaft, there happened a great ftorm of thunder and lightning, which together with 
the flats and currents,put him in no final! dangeC'and to very much trouble, being obliged 
at the fame time to ftrugglc again ft thefc two evils, which required contrary remedies j 
for it is a proper remedy againft thunder to ftrike the fails, and it was requifite 
to fpread them to avoid the flats, and had this calamity lafted for eight or ten leagues 
it had been infupportable. But the worft of it was, that all over that fea, both north 
an<J north-eaft, the further they went the more low little iflands they met with, and 
though there were trees in fome of them, yet others.were fandy, and fcarce appeared 
above the furface of the water, fome a league, fome more and fome Jcfs fin coinpafs. 
True it is, that the nearer they failed to Cuba, the higher and pleafanter the tittle 
iflands appeared; and being a matter of difficulty afid to rt6 purpofe, to give every 
one o£ them a name, the admiral called them all m general Jardin de la Reyna, the 
Queen’s Garden. But as many iflands as he faw that day, he faw many more and 
bigger the next day than hq had before, and not only to the north-eaft, but north-weft 
and fouth-weft; infomufh that they counted one hundred and fixty iflands that day,* all 
parted by deep channel^, which the fhip failed through. In fome of thefe iflands they 
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faw abundance of cranes, in fhape and bigncfs like thofe of Spain, but that they were 
as red as icarlet. In others they found abundance of tortoifes, and of their eggs, not 
unlike a hen’s, but that thd fhells are very hard. The tortoifes lay thefe eggs in a 
hole they make in the fand, and covering them, leave them till the heat of the fun 
hatches and brings forth the tortoifes, which in tirtle grow as big as a buckler, or great 
tafget. Iq. thefe iflands they alfo faw crows and cranes yke thofe of Spain, and fca- 
crows, and infinite numbers of little birds that fung fweetly, and the very air was 
as fweet as if they had been among rofes and the fineft perfumes in tHl world; yet 
the danger was very great, there being fuch abundance of channels, that much'time 
was fpent in finding the way out. In one of thefe channels, they fpied a canoe of 
Indian fifliermen, who very quietly, without the lead: concern expe&ed the boat which 
was making towards them, and being come near, made a fign to them in it, tin 
they had done fifhing. Their manner of fifiling was fo ftrange and new to our men, 
that they were willing to comply with thenf ; it was thus : they had tied fome final! 
filhes they call reves by the tail, which run themfelves again!!: other filh, and with a 
certain roughnefs they have from the head to the middle of the back, they flick fo 
fall to the next fifli they meet, that when the Indians perceive it, drawing their line, 
they draw them both together: and it was a tortoife our men faw fo taken by thofe 
filherrften, that filh clinging about the neck of it, where they generajly fatten, being 
by that means fafe from the other filh biting them, and have feen them fatten upon 
*vaft Iharks. When the Indians in the canoe had taken their tortoife, and two other filhes 
they had before, they prefently came very friendly to the b6at, to know what our 
men would have, and by their directions went along aboard the fliips, where the ad¬ 
miral treated tllem very courteoufiy, and underftood by them, that there was an in¬ 
finite multitude of illands in that fea ; and they freely gave all they had, though the 
admiral would fuller nothing to be taken of them but the filh, the reft being their 
nets, hooks, and calabalhes full of water to drink. Having given them fome fniall 
trifles, they went away very well pleafed, and he held on his courfe with a defign not 
to do fo long, becaufe he began to want provifions already; whereas, had he been well 
ftored, he thought not to have returned into Spain, but call about, though he was very 
much fpent, not only becaufe he fed ill, but alfo becaufe he had not ftript or lain in 
a bed ever fince he failed from Spain till the 19th of May, when he writ this, except 
eight nights, when he was much indifpofed. And if he had much care upon him at 
other times, it was doubled this voyage, by reafon of the innumerable quantity of 
illands, among which he was failing, which wer? fo many, that on the 20th of May he 
difeovered feventy-one, befides many mord he faw weft-fouth-weft at fun-fetting. 
Which illands or lands are not only frightful by their'multitude, appearing on all fides, 
but what is yet more terrible, is, that every night there rifes off them a great fog eaft- 
ward, fo difmal to behold, that it feems as if fome great fhower of hail would fell, 
the thunder and lightning are fo violent; but when the moon rifes it all vanilhes, part 
of it turning to rain and wind, which is fo ufual and natural in that country, that* it 
did not only Jiappen all thofe nights the admiral was there, but I faw the fame in thofe 
illands in the yeat 1503, in my return- from the difeovery of Veragua;*and generally 
here at night the wind is north,.coming off the ifland Cuba, and afterwards, when 
the fun is up, it comes about eaft, and follows the fun till it comes to the weft. 
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CHAP. LVII .-—Of the great^fatiguc the Admiral underwent) Jhiltng«among abundance 

vf Iflands.* 4 

THE admiral Hill holding on his fcourfe weftward, among infinite numbers of iflands, 
upon Thurfday the 22d of May came to an ifland fomewhat bigger than thejdft, which 
he called St. Mary; and landing at a town, there was in it, not one Indian would ftay 
to talk to the Chriftians, nor did they find any thing in the houfes but filh, which is all 
the 'food thofe people live on, and feveral dogs like maftifls, wffo eat fifli too. Thus 
without talking to any body, or feeing any thing remarkable, he failed away north-call, 
among abundance of iflands, in which there were many cranes as red as fcarlot, parrots, 
and other forts of birds, dogs like thofe before mentioned, and abundance of thofe 
weeds he faw on the ocean when he firlt difeovered the Indies. Thus failing among 
fo many fands and iflands fatigued him very much ; for fometimes he was forced to 
Hand weft, lbrnetimes north, and fometimes fouth, according as the channels would 
permit; for notwithftanding his care in founding, and keeping men upon the round 
top to look out, yet the fliip often touched, and there was no avoiding it, there being no 
end of the flats on all hands. Sailing on in this manner, he came again to Cuba to take in 
water, whereof .they had much need. And though there was no town where they put 
in, bccaufe the place was wooded, yet one of the fcamcn that went afhore, going up 
among the trees with a crofs-bow to kill fomebird or beaft, found thirty people armed 
with inch weapons as they ufe, that is fpears and Haves which they wear inftead of 
fwords and call rnacanas. Among them he faid he faw one dad with a white coat, 
ora vefl down to his knees,‘and two that carried him had them dowfi to their feet all 
three of them as white "as the Spaniards; but that he bad no talk with them, becaufe 
being afraid of fuch a number he began to cry out to his companions, and the Indians 
ran away without looking back. Though the admiral the next day feat people afhore 
to know the truth of it, they could not travel above half a league, becaufe of the 
thicknefs of the trees and bullies, and becaufe all that coaft is boggy and muddy, 
for two leagues up the country, where there are hills and mountains, fo that they 
only faw footfteps of filhermen on the Ihore, and abundance of cranes like thofe 
in Spain, but bigger. Then failing about ten leagues weftward, they faw houfes 
on the Ihore, from which fome canoes came with watei; and fuch things as thofe 
pcdple eat, which.they brought to the Chriftians, who paid well for them; and the 
admiral caufed one of. thofe Indians, to be flopped, telling him and the reft by his 
interpreters that he would let him go freely home as foon as he had dire&edJiiuUn his 
voyage, and given fome account of that country. At which the Indian was very much 
pleafed, and allured the admiral that Cuba was an ifland, and that the king or cacique 
of the weftern part of it, never fpokc to his fubje&s but by figns, by whom all. his 
orders were immediately obeyed; that all that coaft was very low, and full of finall 
iflands, which was found to be too true. The next day, being the 1 ith of June, to 
pais from one channel to another, the admiral was forced to have the fhiys towed over 
a flat, where there was not a foot water, and all the breadth of it &as not above two 
fhips length. Bearing up clofer to Cuba, they faw fortoifes of a'vaft bignefs, and in 
fuch nujnbers that they covered the fea. At break of day they faw fuch a cloud of 
fea-tfows that they darkened the fun, coming from the feaward to thq ifland, where 
they all lighted ; befidcs them, abundance of pigeons, and birds of other forts were 
feen, and the next day there came fuch fwarms of butterflies, that they darkened the 
air, and foiled till night, when the great rain carried them away. 
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CHAP.J.VIII.— How,the Admiral returns back towards Hifpaniola. 

ON Friday the 13th of June, the admiral perceiving that the coaft of Cuba ran far 
weft, and that it was a matter of the greateft difficulty to fail that way, by reafon of the 
infinite multitude of iflands and fands that were on all Tides, and that he already began 
to want provifions, for which reafon he could not continue his voyage as he had in¬ 
tended, he refolved to return to the town he had began to build in Hifpaniola, and 
to furnifh himfelf with wood and water; he anchored in the ifland Evangelifta, which 
is thirty leagues in compafs, and feven hundred from Dominica. Having provided 
himfelf with what he wanted, he directed bjs courfe fouthward, hoping to get out 
better that way ; and failing through the channel he faw looked cleared, after failing; • 
a few leagues, found it fhut up, which did not a little trouble and terrify the men feeing 
themfelves as it were hemtrted in on all Tides, and deftitute of provifions and all comfort. 
But the admiral, who was wife and courageous, perceiving their faint-heartednefs, faid 
with a chearful countenance," that he thanked God for forcing him back the fame way he 
came; forafmuch as if they had continued their voyage that way they intended to go, 
it might perhaps have happened they might have run themfelves into fome place 
whcnco.it would have been hard getting out, and at a time when they had neither 
fhips nor provifions to go back, which at prefent they could eafily do. Thus with 
great fatisfadlion of all the men, he returned to the ifland Evangelifta, where he had 
watered, and on Wednefday the 25th of June failed thence north-weft towards fome 
fmall iflands that appeared five leagues off. Going itill a little forward he came into a 
fea fo patched with green and white, that it looked like one entire fand, though there 
was two fathoms water; along which he failed feven leagues, till he met another Tea, 
as white as milk, which he much admired, the water being very thick. This fea 
dazzled the eyes of all that beheld it, and feemed to be all a fhoal, without water 
enough for the fhips, yet there were about three fathoms water. But when he had 
failed about four leagues upon that fea, he came into another fea as black as ink, and 
five fathoms deep, through which he held his courfe till he came up with Cuba. 
Thence {landing to the eaftward, with fcant winds, through f arrow channels and 
fhoals; on the 30th of June, as he was writing his journal of the voyage, his fhip run 
aground fo faft, that neither anchors nor other inventions being able to get it off,, 
it pleafed God it was drawn off a-head, though with fome damage becaufe of its beating 
on the fand. However, with God’s affiftance*they got off at laft, artd he failed on as 
the wind and fhoal-water would permit, always Through a very white fea and two fa¬ 
thoms deep, neither deeper nor fhallower, unlefs he came too clofe to fome of the 
fandsj where there was want of water. Befides which trouble, every day about fun- 
fetting he was troubled with mighty fhowers, which rife in the mountains from the 
moraffes near the fea, which were a great fatigue to him, till he caine clofe to Cuba 
towards the eaft, the way he came at firft. Thence, asdie had found before, came off 4 
moft fragrant feent, as it were of flowers. On the 7 th of July he landed to hear mafs, 
and there reforted*to him an old cacique lord of that province, who was very atten¬ 
tive at mafs; when*it was ended, by figns, and the beft he could exprels, he faid it 
was very well done to give thanks to God, becaufe the foul which was good would 
go to heaven, and the body remain on earth, but that the wicked fouls muft t gp to 
hell. And among other things he faid, he had been in the ifland Hilpanioia, where 
he knew fome of the chief men; .that he had been at Jamaica, and a great way towards 
the >feft of Cuba, and that the cacique of that port was clad lik$ a prieft. 
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CHAP. LlX. — The great Hunger % and other Calamitie! the Admiral and his Men 
endured, and how he returned to Jamaica. 

• * 

THE admiral failing thence on Wednefday the 16th of July, ftill attended ' by 
terrible rains and winds, drew near to Cape Cruz in Cuba, where he was on a fudden 
aflaulted by fuch a violent rain and ftorm as bore his fhip’s fide under water; but it 
pleafed God they immediately ftruck all their fails, and dropped their beft anchors ; 
but they took in fo much water at the deck, that the men were not able to pump it 
out, efpecially in the condition they wero, being much fpent for want of provifions : 
for they eat nothing but a pound of rotten bifeuit a day, and about half a pint of wine, 
unlefs they happened to catch fome fifli, which yet they could not keep from one day 
to the next, provifions in thofo parts being of a very flight nature, and becaufe the 
weather was always more inclinable to heat than in our countries; and this want 
being common to'all, the admiral in his journal fpeaks thus concerning it: “l myfelf 
am at the fame allowance, God grant it may be to his honour, and for Your lligh- 
nefs’s fervice, for I fhall never again for my own benefit expofo myfelf to fuch fufl'er- 
ings and dangprs ; never a day palling, but 1 fee we are all upon the brink of .death.” 
In this danger and diftrefs he arrived at Cape Cruz the 18th of July, where he was 
friendly entertained by the Indians. They brought him abundance of cazabi, fo they 
call their bread made of roots grated, a great deal of fifli, (lore of fruit, and fuch other 
things as they eat. The wind being contrary to fail for Hifpaniola, he flood over to 
Jamaica on Wednefday the* a 2d day of July, and failed along weflwasd clofe under the 
fhore, the country all along moft delightful and fruitful, with excellent harbours at 
every league diftance, and all the coal! full of towns, the people whereof followed the 
fhips in their canoes, bringing fuch provifions as they eat, and much better liked by 
the Chriftians than that they found in the oilier iflands. The climate, air, and weather 
was the fame as the reft; for in this weftern part of Jamaica there gathered every even¬ 
ing a ftorm of rain which lafted about an hour more or lei's, which the admiral faid, 
he attributed to the groat woods that were in ihol'e countries, for that he knew this 
was ufual at ftrft in the Canary iflands, Madera, and the Azores ; whereas, now the 
woods are cut down that fhaded them, there are not fo great and frequent florins and 
rains as there were formerly. Thus the admiral failed on,'though with contrary winds, 
which obliged him every night to take the flicker of the land, which appeared green, 
pleafant, fruitful, abounding in provifions, and fo populous that he thought none 
expelled it, efpecially near a bay which he called De las Vacas, becaufe there are-nine 
iflands clofe to the land, which he faid was as high as any he had feen, and believed 
reached above the region where the florins bred, yet it is all peopled, very fruitful 
and pleafant. This ifland he judged to be eight hundred miles in compafs, and when 
•fully difeovered, computed it to be fifty leagues in length and twenty in breadth. 
Being much taken with ils beauty, he had a great mind to flay there to be fully informed 
of the naturfc of it, but the great want of provifions wc mentioned, and the leakintfs 
of the veffels would not permit. Therefore as foon as the weather was a little fair, he 
failed away eaftward, fo that on Tuefday the 19th of Auguft he loft fight of that ifland, 
ftar.didg over dire&ly for Hifpaniola, and called the molt eaftward cape of Jamaica on 
the fouth coaft Cabo del hard. 
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CHAP. .LX The Admiral di/covers the South Side of Hifpaniold, till he returned Eajl 

* about the Town of Jfabel/a. 

ON Wednesday the 20th of Auguft the admiral had fight of the fouth fide of 
Hifpaniola, and culled the firff point Cape St. Michael, which was thirty leagues diftant 
from the ealterlieft point of Jamaica, yet at prefent through the ignorance of the 
failors it is called Cape Tiburon. From this cape on Saturday the 23d of Auguft there 
came aboard a cacique, who called the admiral by his name, and had fome Qther 
Spanifh words, by which he was convinced this was the fame land as Hifpaniola. At 
the end of uguft he anchored in an ifland which is called Alto Velo, and having loft 
fight of the other two fhips under his command, he caufed fome men to go afhore in 
that little ifland, whence being very high they might fee a great way round ; but 
they difeovered none of fheir companions. As they were going aboard they killed eight 
fea-wolves, that lay afieep on the fand, and took abundance of pigeons and other 
birds; for that ifland not "being inhabited, nor thofe creatures ufed to fee men, they 
flood ffill to be killed with ftaves. The fame they did the two following days, waiting 
for the fhips that had been affray ever fince the Friday before, rill at the end of fix 
days ^Jiey came, anti all three together went away to the ifland Beata twelve leagues 
di'tanr from Alto Velo. Hence they palled on coafting Hifpaniola, in fight of a delight¬ 
ful country, which was a plain running up a mile from the fea, fo populous that 
it feetned to be one continued town for a league in length. In which plain there 
appeared a lake five leagues long from ealt to weft. The people therefore of the 
country having fome knowledge of the Chriftans, came aboard in their canoes, bringing 
news that fome Spaniards from Ifabella had happened to come among them, and that 
they were all well, which much pleafed the admiral, and to the end they too might 
hear of his health and his company’s, and of his return, being fomewhat more towards 
the eaft, lie font nine men to crofs the ifland, palling by the forts of St. Thomas and 
the Magdalen to Ifabella, and he with his three fhips fiill keeping along the coaft 
eaftward, lent the beats for water to a place, where a great town appeared. The 
Indians came ftut again ft them with bows and poifoned arrows,'’ and with ropes in their 
hands, making figns that they would bind the Chriftians they fhould take with them. 
But as foon as the boats came to the fhore, the Indians laid down their arms, and 
offered to bring bread and water, and all they had, afking in their language for the 
admiral. Going hence they law in the fca a fifh as big as a whale?, which on its neck 
had a great fhell, like a tortoife,-and bore its head, which was as big as a hogfhead, 
above water, had a tail like a tunny fifh, very long, and two large fins on the fides. 
The admiral by this fifh and other figns, perceiving there would be fome change of 
wjeather, he fotight for fome harbour to fecure himfelf. And on the 15th of Septem¬ 
ber it pleafed God to lhew him an ifland, being near the eaft part of Hifpaniola, called 
by the Indians Adamanai, and the weather being very ftortny, dropped anchor in the 
channel between it and Hifpaniola, dole to a final 1 ifland that lies between both, where 
that night he faw the ecliple of the moon, which he laid varied five hours twenty-three 
minutes from Cadiz to the place where he was. This I fuppofe made the bad weather 
laft fo long, for he was forced to lie clofe in that very place till the 20th of the month, 
not without fear for the other fhips, which could not get in, but it pleafed G»d |p fave 
them. Being afterwards together again, on the 24th of September they failed to the 
moft eafterly point of Hifpaniolj, and thence pafled over tq a little ifland lying between 
Hifpaniola and St. John de Borriquen, called by the Indians IVJona. From this ifland 
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the admiral does not continue the journal of his .voyage, nor docs he fay how he return¬ 
ed to Ifabella, but only that going from Moi|a to St. John, the great toil he had-gone 
through, his own weaknefs and want of provilions caft him into a dangerous dileafe 
between a peftilential fever and a lethargy, which prefently deprived him of all his 
fenfes and memory. Whereupon all the men aboard the (hips refolved to defifl from 
the defign he had in hand of difcovering all the iflands of the Caribbees, and to return 
to Ifabella, where they arrived in five days, on the 29th of September, and there it 
pleafed God to reftorc his health, though his ficknefs lafted above five months, which 
was .attributed to the great fufferings he had gone through during that voyage, and to 
his extraordinary weaknefs; for fotnetimes he had not fieep three hours in eight 
days, which feems almoft impoffible, were not he himfelf and his men witneffes of 
the truth of it. 

CHAP. LXI. — How the Admiralfubdued the IJland Hifpaniola , and took fucb Order 

thafthey might not revolt again. 

THE admiral returning to Hifpaniola from the difeovery of Cuba and Jamacia, 
found there his brother Bartholomew Colon, who, as was faid before, had been 
fent to treat with the King of England about the difeovery of the Indies. He return¬ 
ing to Spain wifh the grant of his demands, underftood at Paris, by Charles King 
of France, that the admiral his brother had difeovered the Indies, and he fupplied 
him with one hundred crowns to proceed on his journey. Upon this news he made 
all the hafte he could to overtake the admiral in Spain ; yet when he came to Sevil, 
his brother was fet out for the Indies with feventeen fail. Therefore to .fulfil, the orders 
he had left him at the beginning of the year 1494, he went away to Their Catholic 
Majefties, carrying me and my brother D. James Colon to ferve Prince John as his 
pages, as had been appointed by the Queen, who was then at Valladolid. As foon as 
we came thither. Their Majefties fent for D. Bartholomew Colon, and fent him to 
Hifpaniola with three fhips, where he ferved fome years, as appears by a manufeript 
I found among his papers, in which are thefe words. “ I ferved as captain from the 
14th of April 1494 till the 12th of March 1496, when the admiral fet out for Spain, 
and then 1 began to ad as governor till the 24th of Auguft 1498, when the admiral 
returned from the difeovery of Paria, when I again ferved as captain till the nth 
of December 1500, when I returned to Spain.” But to rbturn to the admiral: he 
returning from Cuba made him governor of the Indies, though afterwards there arofe 
a controverfy on this account, becaufe. Their Catholic Majefties faid they had not 
granted the admiral power to appoint any fuch. But to decide this difference Their 
Higtmeffes granted it a new, and fo for the future he was called Adelantado, that is, 
lieutenant of the Indies. 

The admiral having the aflifiance and advice of his brother, took fome reft, arid 
liv t ed in quiet, though on the other fide he met with trouble enough, as well from 
his ficknefs, as becaufe he found almoft all the Indians had revolted, through the 
fault of D. Peter Margarite, of whom we fpoke above. He, though obliged to refpeft 
and honour him that at his departure for Cuba had left him the command of three 
hundred and fixty fool and fourteen horfe, to travel over the ifland, and reduce it 
under the obedience of Their Catholic Majefties and the Chriftians, and particularly 
the province ofCibao, whence the chief profit was expe&ed, yet did all things fo much 
to the contrary, that as foop as the admiral was gone, he went with all his men to the 
great plain called Vega ^Real, ten leagues from Ifabella, without ftirring to over-iun 
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and reduce the illand. Hence there enfued difeord and faCHons at Ifabella; he endea- 
vourfhg that thofe of the council inftituted by the admiral, Ihould obey his orders, 
fending them very infolent letters, till perceiving he could not fucceed in his defign of 
getting the whole command into his hands, rather than ftay the coming of the admiral, 
■who would call him in queftion for his behaviour, * he went aboard the firft fhips that 
came from Spain and returned in them, without giving any account of himfelf, or any 
ways difpofmg of the men left under his command. Upon this every one went away 
among the Indians where he thought fit, taking away their goods and their women, 
and committing fuch outrages that the Indians refolved to be revenged on thofe they 
found alone or ftraggling; fo that the Cacique of the Magdalen, whole name was Guati- 
guana, had killed ten, and privately ordered a houfe to be fired in which there were 
eleven fick. But he was feverely punilhed when the admiral returned; for though 
he himfelf could not be taken, yet fome of his fubje&s were made prifoners and fent 
into Spain in four fhips, Antony de Torres brought on the 24th of February 1495. 
Six or feven more, who in other parts of the illand hid done harm to the Chriftians 
fuffered for it. The caciques had certainly killed many, and would have deftroyed 
more, but the admiral came in time to curb them all, who found the illand in fuch 
diforder, that moll of the Chriftians committed a thoufand infolencies, for which they 
were mortally hated by the Indians, who refufed to fubmit to them. It,was no difficult 
matter for them all to agree to call off the Spanilh yoke ; becaufe, as has been faid, 

• there were four principal Kings or caciques, to whom all the others were fubject. The 
names of thofe four were Caunabo, Guacanagari, Behechico, and Guarionex; and each 
of thefe had under him feventy or eighty other little lords; not that they paid tribute 
or gave any thing, but were obliged, whenfoever caffed Upon, to affift them in their 
wars and till the ground; but Guacanagari, one of thefe who was lord of that part of 
the illand where the town of the Nativity had been built, continued a friend to the 
Chriftians. As foon therefore as he heard of the admiral’s coming, he went to vifit 
him, faying, he had no way been aiding or advifing with the others, which migh* 
appear by the great civility the Chriftians had found in his country, where one hun¬ 
dred men had been always very well ufed and furnilhed with all things he could get 
to pleafe them*; for which reafon the other Kings were become his enemies, and par¬ 
ticularly Behechico had killed one of his women, and Caunabo had taken another, 
wherefore he prayed him to caufe her to be reftored, and affift him to revenge thefe 
wrongs. The admiral refolved to do fo, believing what he faid was true, becaufe he 
wept every time he called to mind thofe that had been killed at'the Nativity, as if 
they had been his ov. n children ; and he was the more inclinable to it, confidering 
that the difeord among them would make it more practicable to conquer the country, 
and* punilh the revolt of the other Indians, and killing of the Chriftians. Therefore 
oq the 24th of March 1495 he fet out from Ifabella to carry on the war, and the afore- 
laid Guacanagari with him, being very defirous to crufh his enemies, though the 
undertaking feemed very difficult, they having raifed above one hundred thoufand 
Indians, whereas the admiral had*not along with him above two hundred Chriftians, 
twenty horles, and as many dogs. The admiral being acquainted with the nature and 
qualities of the Indians, when he was two days journey from Ifabella, divided his forces, 
giving half to his brother the lieutenant, that he might attack that multitude fcattered 
about the plains in two places, believing the terror of hearing the noife th faveral 
places would'put them to flight fooner than any thing elfe, as in effeCt it proved. The 
battalions of foot on both fides falling upon tne multitude of Indians, and breaking 
thfim with the firft difeharge of their crofs-bows an4 mulkets, .the horfe and dogs fell 
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imiext in moft furious manner, that they might not rally ; whereupon thofe faint¬ 
hearted creatures fled, fome one way and fome another ; and our men purfui ig and 
killing a great number, made fuch havock that in a (hart ritftc, through God’s afliltance, 
they obtained a complete victory, many of the enemies being flain, and others taken, 
among whom was Caunabo, the c'nief cacique of them ail, together with'his wives 
and children. This Caunabo afterwards conleflcd he had killed twenty of the Chrif- 
tians left with Arana in the town of the Nativity, the firft voyage when the Indies were 
difeovered, and that afterwards, under colour of friend (hip, he went in great halte to fee 
thotown of Ifabella, to obferve how he- might bell attack it, and do as lie had done at. the 
Nativity. Of all which things the admiral hud h- •-••n fully informed by others; and there¬ 
fore to punilh him for that offence, and this fecoiui revolt, and 'gathering of forces he 
‘had now marched againft him, and having; taken him and his brother, he fent them all 
prifoners into Spain ; for he would not, without tlie knowledge of Their Catholic Ma- 
jefties, execute fo confiderable a perfon, being lath lied with punilhinq fome of thole that 
were moft in fault. The victory obtained, and this man’s imprifonnicnt, put the affairs 
of the Chriftians into fuch a good pofture, that though at that time they were but fix 
hundred and thirty, many of them lick, and others women and children, yet in the 
fpace of a year the admiral fpent in ranging the iiland, without being forced to draw 
fword any more, he reduced it to fuch obedience, that they all promifed to pay‘tribute 
to Their Catholic Majeltios every three months, that is all that inhabited the province 
of Cibao, where the gold mines were, J’n ,11 fourteen years of ago upward to pay a 
large horfe-bell full of gold-duft, and all the reft twenty-five pounds of cotton a head. 
And that it might be known who lvad paid this tribute, there was a fort of brafs and 
tin coin (lamped, one of which pieces was to be given to every one (hat paid, anil he 
to wear it about his neck, that wholoever was found without it might be known not to 
have paid and punifhed. And doubtlefs this order would have proved effectual, had 
not thofe troubles we (hall (peak >f afterwards happened among the Chriftians; for 
after the taking of Caunabo. the Country was fo peaceable, that for the future one 
(ingle Chriftian went fady where he plealed ; and the Indians thcmfelves would carry 
him about on their (houlders, which the admiral attributed only to God and the good 
fortune of Their Catholic Majeilies, confulering it had been otherwife impoflible for 
two hundred men, half lick and ill-armed, to overthrow fuch a multitude, which it 
pleafed his Divine M a jelly not only to bring under his cqmmand, but to fend fuch 
lcarcity of provifions, and fuch violent difeafes among them, that they were reduced to 
one-third of what‘they had been at firft*, to make it appear the more plain, that fuch 
miraculous victories, and the fubduing‘of nations are his gift, and not the effect of our 
powpr or conduct, or of their w<fot of courage ; for though our men had been Su¬ 
perior to them, yet their multi ale might make amends for any advantage we had 
over them. 

CilAP. l.XII.—S omc rema, able Things in the Ijlnikd, ns the Ctjioms, Ceremonies, and 
t Religion of the Indies. 

THE people of the iiland being brought under, apd converting more freely with 
our men, many other particulars, and the fecrets of their religion were found out, but 
partifuld'rly that there were mines of copper, azure, and amber; as alfo,ebony, cedar, 
frankincenfe, and other rich gums and fpice of feveral forts, but wild, which being 
cultivated, might be brought to perfection ; as for inftance, cinnamon of good colour, 
but bitter, ginger, long,pepper, abundance of mulberry trees for making of filk, which 
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Jbear leaves all the year, and many other ufeful trees and plants not known in our p^rts. 
Befidkrs, the Spaniards were informed of many other things relating to their cuftoms, 
which to mefteem to deforce a place in our hiftory. To begin with their religion, 
I will here fet down the admiral's own words, writ by himfclf, which are thelc: 

« I could difeover neither idolatry nor any other left among them, though every 
oae of their kings, who arc very many, as well in Hifpaniola as in all the other illands 
and continent, has a houfe apart from the town, in whiefr there is nothing at all but 
fome wooden images carved, by them called cemics; nor is there any thing done in 
thofe houfes but what is for the fcrvice of thofe cemics, they repairing to perform cer¬ 
tain ceremonies, and pray there, as v • do ' our churches. In thele houfes fhey 
have a handfome round table, mat e a dilh, on which is fome powder, which they 
lay on the head of tl._ cemics '..ith a evtafn ceremony ; then through a cane that hag 
two branches clapped to their ofe, e’ey 'inilf up this powiler : the words they fay 
none of our people undoi (haul 'J ms powder puts them betides thcmfelves, as if they 
were drunk. They alio give the image a name, and 1 believe it is their father’s or 
grandfather’s, or both ; fflr they have more than one, and fome above ten, all in me¬ 
mory of their forefathers, as 1 faid before. I have heard them commend one above 
another, and have obferved them to have more devotion, and fhow more refpeft to one 
than another, as we do in proceflions in time of need; and the people and caciques boaft 
among thcmfelves of having the betl cemics. When they go to thfcfe their cemics 
they Ihun the Chrillians, and will not let them go into thofe houfes; and if they fuf- 
peft they will come, they take away their cemics, and hide them in the woods for fear 
they Ihould be taken from them ; and wha is rn <11 ridiculous, they life to deal one 
another’s cemics. It happened once, that the Chriltians on a fudden rufhed into the 
houfe vvirh them, and prefently the comi erkd our, [peaking in their language, by 
which it appeared to be artificially made ; for it being hollow they had applied a trunk 
to it, which anfweml to a dark corner of the 1;<h ' covered with boughs and leaves, 
where a man was concealed who lpt,!; what the cacique ordered him. The Spaniards 
therefore reflecting on w hat it might be, kicked down the comi, and found as has been 
faid ; and the cacique feeing they had dire . < v! Iiis |i raft ice, earneflly begged of them 
not to 1 ’peak of it to his fubjefts, or the other Indians, becaufe he kept them in obedience 
by that policy. This we may fay has fume rcfemblance oi idolatry, at lead among thofe 
that are ignorant ol their caciques’ fraud, fince they believe it is the comi that fpeaks, and 
all of them in general are'impofed upon, and only the c.tcique and he that combines 
with him abut, Jn-ir credulity, by which mqaiis he draws wdiat tribute he pleafes from 
his people. Moll of the cac : pies have three great Hones alio, to which they and their 
paoplc ilrnv a great devotion. Th( one they lay helps tin corn and all forts of grain; 
the? fecond male amen be delivert without ;, rin j and the third procures rain or 
fair weather, according a,s they Hand in nr J of ehifA. I lint Your Ilighnefs three 
oT thife Hones by Antony tie Torres, and ?.av** th-.w- rc to carry along with me. 
When tlicfc Indians die, they have feverai -i ;■ ,' ruing their obfequies, but the 
manner of burying their cacique* is thu.: die "p a .d .ny him at the tire, that tie 
may keep whole;. Of others they take only the head, oihers they bury in a grot or 
den, and lay a catybalh of water and bread on Iris head ; others they burn in the houfe 
where they die, and when they are at the laft gafp, they fuller them not to die but 
ftrangle them ; and this is done to caciques. Others are turned out of the lymfe, and 
others put them into a hammock, which is their bed, laying bread and water b^their 
head, never returning to fee them any more. Some that are dangeroufly ill are car¬ 
ried to the cacique, who tells fhem whether they are to be It t angled or not, and u'hat 
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he fays is done. I have taken pains to find out what it is they believe, and whether 
thdy know what becomes of them after they are dead ; efpecially I enquired of, Cau- 
nabo, who was the chiefeft King in Hifpaniola, a man in. years, knowing, and of a 
molt piercing wit. He and the reft anfwered, that they go to a certain vale, which 
every great cacique fuppofes to bq in his country, where they affirm they find their 
parents, and all their predeceffors, and that they eat, have women, and give theni- 
felves up to pleafures and paftimes, as appears more at large in the following account, 
in which I ordered one F. Roman, who underftood their language, to fet down all 
their ceremonies and antiquities, though there are fo many fables that nothing can be 
made of it, but that they have all forne regard to a future ftate, and hold the immorta¬ 
lity of the foul.” 

The Manufcript of F. Roman , concerning the Antiquities of the Indians , which he, at 

being fkilkd in their Tongue , has carefully gathered by order'of the Admiral. 

I F. Roman, a poor anchorite of the order of St. Jerome, by order of the mod 
illuftrious lord admiral, viceroy and governor of the illands and continent of the In¬ 
dies, write what I could hear and learn of the belief and idolatry of the Indians, and 
how they ferve their Gods. Every one obferves fome particular way and fuperftition 
and worlhipping idols, which they call cemies. They think there is an immortal 
being, like heaven, invifible, and that has a mother, but has no beginning, and this 
being they call Jocakuvague Maorocon, and its mother they call Atabei, Iermaoguacar, 
Apito and Zuimaco, which are feveral names. Thofe I here write of are the people 
of the illand Hifpaniola, for I know nothing of the others, having never been in 
them. They alfo know whence they came, the original of the fun and moon, how 
the fea was made, and whither the dead go. And they believe the dead appear to 
them upon the roads when any of them go alone, for when there are a great many to¬ 
gether they do not appear to them. All this their anceftors have made them believe, 
for they can neither read nor tell beyond ten. 

CHAP. I.— Whence the Indians came, and after what Manner. 

TIIBRE is a province in Hifpaniola called Caanan, in which there is a mountain 
called Canta, -where there are two grots or caverns j the one called Cacibagiagua, the 
other Amaiauva ; molt of the people that firft inhabited the illand came out ot Caciba¬ 
giagua. Thefe being in thole caverns, kept watch by night, and one Marocael had 
the charge of it, who coming one day'too late to the door, they fay the fun took him 
away. Seeing therefore that the fun had carried him away for his neglect, they Ihut 
the door againft him, and fo he was turned into a ftone near the door. Then they 
fay, that others going a filhing were taken by the fun, and became trees, by them 
called Jobi, but otherwife Mirabolans. 

.The reafon why Marocael watched and warded, was to obferve whether he would 
f-*nd and diftribute the people, and it appears he ftaid to his own harm. 

t 

CHAP. II. —- How the Men parted from the Women. 

TI^,happened that one Guagugiana bid another, whofe name was Giadruvava, go 
and gather an herb called digo, wherewith they cleanfe their body when they go to 
walh. He went out before* day, the fun took him by the way, and he became a bird 

that 
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that fyigs in the morning, like the nightingale, and is called giahuba bagiaci. Guagu- 
giana perceiving he did not return, whom he had fent to gather digo, refolved to go 
out of the afordaid grot Cacibagiagua. 


CHAP. III. 

GUAGUGIANA refolved to go away in a palfion, feeing they did not return 
whom he had fent to gather digo to wall) him, and laid to the women, leave your 
hulbands, and let us go into other countries, and we fhall get jewels enough. Lsfave 
your children, and let us only carry the herbs along with us, and we will come again 
for them. 


CHAP. IV. 

GUAGUGIANA fet out with all the women, and went to feek another country, 
and came to Matinino, where he immediately left the women, and went into another 
country, called Guanin, having left the children by a brook. Afterwards, when 
hunger began to pinch them, they fay they cried, and called their mothers, that were 
gone ;* and the fathers could not relieve the children, who for hunger, called their 
mothers, faying, “ tna, ma,” to fpeak, but in truth to beg of the earth. And they 
thus crying and begging of the earth, laying, “ too, too,” like one that very earneftly 
begs a tiling, they were transformed into little creatures like dwarfs, and called 
tona, becaufe of their begging of the earth. And thus all the men were left without 
women. 


CHAP. V. 

THAT there went women again to the faid ifland of IJifpanioIa, formerly called 
Aiii, and fo the inhabitants of it are called, and the other illands called them Bouchi: 
and forafmuch^as they have no letters, nor way of writing, they can give no good ac¬ 
count how they underRand this llory of their anceltors, and therefore they do not agree 
in what they fay, nor is what they relate to be put into any order. When Guagugiana, 
who carried away all die women went off, he took with him the wives of his cacique, 
whofe name was Ar.acacugia, deceiving them as he had done the others. Befides, a 
kinfman of Guagugiana, who followed him, .went upon the lea, and Guagugiana 
faid to his kinfman, when he was in the canoe, look what a line cobo there is in the 
water, which cobo is the fea-fnail, or periwinkle; and fie looklhg down for the cdbo, 
Guagugiana his kinfman took him by the feet and threw him into the lea, and fa took 
aft the women to himlclf, and left thofc at Matinino, where it is faid there are none 
but women to this day; and he went away to another ifland called Guanin, aud it was 
fo called for what he carried to it when he went thither. 

CIIAP. VI. 

THAT Guagugiana returned to the fame Canta, whence he had carried the women : 
they fay that Guagugiana being in that country whither he Went, law he had .Vft a 
woman in the fca, at which he was not pleafed, and looked about where to walh hiin- 
felf 4 being full of thofe blotches we call the French pox. 'The woman put him into 
a guanara, that is, a by-place; and being there, he was healed* of his fores. 
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Afterwards he alked her leave to go his way, and fhe gave it him. This woman's 
name was Guabonito ; and Guagugiana changed his name, calling himfelf from that 
time forwards, Biberoci Guahagiona, And the woman Guabonito gave Biberoci 
Guahagiona much Guanine and Cibc, that he might carry them tied to his arms; for 
in thojfe countries, the Colecibi arc of (lone, very like marble, and they wear them 
about their wrifls and necks and the Guanini’s wear them at their ears, making holes 
in them when they are little, and they found like line mettle. They fay, that Guabo¬ 
nito, Albeborael, Guahagiona, and the father of Albeborael, were the firfl of thefe 
Gi/anini’s. Guahagiona (laid in that country with t he father, called Iliauna, his fon 
from his father took the name Hia Guaili Guanin, which fignifies fon of Hiauna, and 
from henceforward, was called Guanin, arid is fo to this day. And they not knowing 
how to write, cannot give a good account of thefe fables, nor can 1 write them well; 
wherefore I believe, I mention the lafl firfl; and the iirlt lafl. t But all l write is related 
by them, and fo I deliver it as I had it from the people of the country. 

• 

CIIAP. VII. — How Women came again to the aforefaid IJland Aid, now called llif- 

paniola. 

THEY fay the men went one day to walh themfelves, and when they were in the 
water it rained much, and they were very defirous to have women ; and that very 
often, when it rained, they had gone to leek out the track of their women, and could 
find no news of them; but they fay, that as they were walking themfelves that day, 
they faw fall down from the trees, as it were Hiding down the branches, the lhape of 
people, which were neither men nor women, nor had the fecrct parts of men or 
women, which they went to catch, but they fled as fwift as if they had been eagles. 
Therefore by order of their cacique, they called two or three men, fince they them¬ 
felves could not catch them, to watch how many there were of them, and find out 
for each of them a man that was Caracaracoli; for thole men had rough hands, and 
therefore would hold fall. They told the cacique they were four, and fo they took 
four men that were Caracaracoli, which is a difLemper like the itch, that makes the 
body very rough. When they had taken tiiofe creatures, they held a council about 
them, how to make them women, lince they had neither the privities of man or 
woman. 

CHAP. VIII. —- How they found the Way to make Women. 

THEY fought out a bird tailed turiri, formerly turire calm vail, that is, a vyood- 
pecker, that makes holes in trees, and taking thofe creatures that had neither the 
parts of man nor woman, tied them hands and feet, and bound the laid bird to their 
body ; the.which bird taking them to be trees, began to work as it ufes, pecking and 
Boring that part where women’s privities Ihould be; and thus fay the anticntell In¬ 
dians, they came to have women. I writing in hall'e, and not having paper enough, 
could not place every thing rightly, but through miftake lranff>ofed fome; but 
the millake is not great, for they believe all that is here writ. Let us now return to 
what wq Ihould have faid firlt, that is, their opinion concerning the original and begin¬ 
nings of the fea. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. — How they fay the Sea was made. 

THERE was a man they call Giaia, whofe ri£ht name they know not, his fon was 
called Gjaiael, that is, Giaia’s fon. This Giaiael*intending to kill his father, he ba¬ 
nished him", where he remained an outlaw four months ^ after which his father killed 
him, put his bones into a calabafh, and hung it to the top of his houfe, where it con¬ 
tinued fouie time. It happened that being defirous to fee his fon, Giaia one day faid to 
his wife, I have a mind to fee our fon Gaiael, and {he was content. r l aking denvq the 
calabafh, he turned it over to fee his fon’s bones, and there came out of it abundance 
of great and fmall fifhes. Perceiving that, the bones were turned into fifhes, they re- 
folved to eat them. Now they fay, that one day, when Giaia was gone to his Conichi, 
that is, his lands he had by inheritance, there came four fens of a certain woman, 
called Itiba Tahuvava, ;fll born at one birth ; for the faid woman dying in labour, 
they cut her open, and took out the faid ions; and the fir ft they cut was Cara- 

caracol, that is, Mangy j' which Caracaracol had to name.the others had 

no name. 


CHAP. X. 

HOW the four fons of Itiba Tahuvara, who died in labour, went 'to take down 
Giaia’s calabafh ; in which was his fon Giaiael who had been converted into fifh, and 
none of them durfl lay hold of it but Ditnivan Caracaracol, who unhung it; and they 
all cat their belly full of fifh, but whilft they were eating, they perceived Giaia was 
coining from his eftate, and going about in that hurry to hang up the calabafh ; they 
did not hang it right, fo that there ran fo much water from it, as overflowed all the 
country, and with it came out abundance of fifh ; and hence they believe the fea had 
its original. Afterwards they went and met with a man whofe name was Cone, and 
he was dumb. 

CHAP. Xf. —•What happened to the Four-Brothers, when they fled from Giaia. 

AS foon as they came to Balfamanaco’s door, and found he brought cazzabi, they 
faid, Ahiacavo Gearocoel; that is, let us be acquainted with this grandfire of ours. So 
Demivan Caracaracol, feeing his brothers before him, went in to try whether he could 
get fomc cazzabi, which is the bread they, eat there. Caracaracol going into the 
houfe of Aiamavaco, afked fomc cazzabi of him, which, as has been faid, is bread. 
He'clapt his hand on his nofe, and threw on him a guanguaio, full of cogioba, which 
he had made that clay, and is a fort of powder they take fometimes to purge them, 
and for other purpofes you fhall know hereafter. This they take through a cane half 
a cubit long, one end whereof they put to their nofe, and the other to the powc^r, 
and fo fnuft it up, which purges»them very much. So he gave him that guanguaio 
inflead of Bread* and leaving what he was about, went away very angry becaufe they 
afked it of him.—.—After this, Caracaracol returned to his brothers, and told them 
what had happened to him witll Baianianicoel, and the ftroke he gave him on the 
fhoulder with the guanguaio, and that it pained him very much. His brothers looked * 
upon his fhoulder, and perceived it was much fwollen, which fwelling increaied fo 
much, thqj he was like to die.. Therefore they endeavoured to cut it open, and could 
not j but taking an inftrument of ftone, they opened it, and # out came a live female 
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tortoife; fo they built their houfe, and bred up the tortoife. I underftood no more 
of this matter, and what we have writ fignifies but little. They fay further, that the 
fun and moon came out of a grotto, that is in the country of a cacique, whofe name 
is Maucia Tiuvcl, and the grotto is called Giovovava ; and they pay a great venera¬ 
tion tpjt, and have painted it all after their fafliion, without any figure, Jjut leaves 
and tljfc like. In the faid grotto, there were two little Rone cemies, about a quarter 
of a yard lpng, their hands bound, and they looked as if they fweated. Thefe cemies 
they honoured very much ; and when they wanted rain, they fay they ufed to go vifit 
them, and they prefently had it. One of the cemies is by them called Boinaicl, the 
other Maroio. 


CIIAP. XII. — What their Opinion is concerning the wandering of the Dead, after what 

Manna ■ they are and what they do. 

THEY hold there is a place to which the dead go, called Coaibai, and lying in a 
part of the ifland known by the name of Soraia. The fit'll that was in Coaibai, they 
fay was one Machetaurie Guaiava, who was lord of the laid Coaibai, the habitation and 
dwelling-place of the dead. 

CIIAP. XIII. — Of the Fiyurc they ajjfn the Dead. 

THEY fay they arc Ihut up in the day, and walk abroad in the night; that they feed 

on < a certain fruit called guabazza, which takes like-, that in the day-time they 

are-, and at night were converted into fruit, and that they feafl, and go about 

with the living ; and thus it is they know them : they feel their belly, and it they can¬ 
not find their navel, they fay they are dead ; lor they fay the dead have no navel; anil 
therefore they are lbmetimcs deceived, when they do not obferve this, and lie with fome 
of the women of Coaibai, whom when they think they have in their arms, they have 
none, becaufe they vanifh of a Ridden, 'J his they Hill believe as to this allair. Whilft a 
man is living, they call the foul goeiz, and when dead opia, which gociz they lay often 
appears to them, as well in the ihape of a man as of a woman ; and they fay there 
have been men that would fight with it, and when they earn.* to dole it vanifhed, and 
the man clapped his arms elfewhcrc about fome tree, to which he clung faff. Thus 
they believe all in general, great and ftnall, and that it appears to them in the flrape of 
their father, mother, brother, kindred, or any other. The fruit they fay tiic dead feed 
on is about the bignefs of a quince. The dead do not appear to them in tlie day-time, 
but always at night; and therefore if any one ventures to go abroad at night, it is 
with great fear. 


CHAP. XIV. — Whence they have this, and who males them hold fuch an Opinion. 

THERE is a fort of men among them called Bohutis, who have many juggling 
tricks, as we fhall fay hereafter, to make them believe they talk with the dead, that 
they know all their act ons and fecrcts, and when they pre fick, cure them. Thus they 
irnpofe upon them, which I have feen with my own eyes ; though as to the other par¬ 
ticulars t relate only what I have hoard from .many of them, especially the principal 
men, with whom I converfed more than with others ; for thefe believe fuch fables more 
firmly than the others, for they have all their fuperltition sreduced into oliWongs, and 
are directed by them, as the Moors are by the Alcoran. When they fing thefe fongs 

2 they 
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thcv piny upon an inff rumen t called maiohavan, made of wood, hollow, ftrong, yet 
very thin, and as long as a man’s arm ; that part where they play on it is made like a 
fmirh’s tongs, and the other*cnd like a club, fo that it looks like a calabafh with a long 
neck. This inflrument they play on, and is fo*loud, that it is heard a league and a 
half off; *and to that mufic they fing thofe fongs they have got by heart. The chief 
m*n play on it, who learn it from their infancy, and fa, fing to it according to their 
cuftom. Let us now proceed to fpeak of many other ceremonies and cuftoins of thefe 
Gentiles. 

CHAP. XV. — Of the Qhfervalions of the Indian Bubuitihus ; how they profefs Phyjte , 
teach the People, and arc often deceived in their Cures. 

AIT., or tnofl of the people of the ifland of Hifpaniola have abundance of cemies 
of fever a 1 forts: fome have their hither, mother, kindred and predcceffors; fo me fi¬ 
gures cut in Hone and wood, and many of both forts, fome that fpeak, others that 
caufe things to grow, fome that eat, and others that caufe rain, and others that make 
the wind blow; which things thofe ignorant people believe the idols perform, or rather 
thofe devils, they having no knowledge of our holy faith. When any one is fick 
they bring him to buhuitihu, that is, as was faid above, the phyfician.. The doctor is 
obliged to be dieted as the lick man is, and to look like him, which is done thus: he 
*is to purge himfdf as the fick man does, which is done by fnuffing a certain powder, 
called cohoba, up his nofe, whiefynakes him drunk, that he knows not what he docs, 
and fo fays many extravagant things which they affirm is talking with the cemies, and 
that they tell them how the licknels came. 


CIIAP. XVI. — What thefe Bubuitihus do. 

WHEN they go to vifit any fick body, before they fet out from their houfe, they 
take the foot off a pot, or pounded charcoal, and black all their face, to make the 
fick man believe what they pleale concerning his dilteniper. Then they take 
fome fmall bones, and a little fleffi, and wrapping them all up in fomething that they 
may not drop, put them in their mouth, the lick man being before purged with the 
powder afon.faid. When the phyfician is come into the fick man’s houfe, he fits down, 
and all perfons ere IIlent; and if there are any children, they put them out, that they 
may not hinder the Buhuitihu in performing*his office; nor does there remain in the 
houfe any but one or two of the chief perfons': being thus by themielvec, they take 

fomp of the herb gioia-broad, anil another* herb, wrapped up in the web of 

an onion half a quarter long ; one of the gioias and the other they hold, and drawing 
it in their hands they bruife it into a pafle, and then put it in their mouths to vomit 
what they have eaten, that it may not hurt them ; then prefcnily begins their fong, 
and lighting a torch, take the juice. This done, having Hayed a little, the buhuitiliti 
rifes up, anil goes towards the fick man, who fits all alone in the middle of the houfe, 
as has been faid* and turns him twice about, as he thinks fit; then Hands before him, 
takes him by the Ie£s, and feels Ijis thighs, defeending by degrees to his feet; then draws 
hard, as if he would pull fomething off; then he goes to the door, fhuts it, and fays, 
Begone to the-moumain, or to the fea, or whither thou wilt; and giving a bkilt,*is if 
he blowcd fomething away, turns about, claps his hands together, (huts his mouth, 
hisJtands quake as if he were c@ld, he blows on his handstand then draws in his hlaft 
as if fucking the marrow of a bone, fucks the fick man’s ne$, ftomach, fiioulders, 

jaws. 
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jaws, brcaft, belly, and fevcral other parts of his body. This done they begin to cough, 
and make faces, as if they had eaten feme bitter thing, and the dodtor pulls out that 
we faid he put into his mouth at home, or by the way, whether ftone, flefh, or bone, 
as above. If it is any thing eatable, Tie fays to the lick man, “ Take notice, you have 
eaten fomething that has caufcd this diftemper; fee how I have taken it out of your 
body; for your cetni had pu,t it into you becaufe you did not pray to him, or build 
liim fome temple, or give him fotne of your goods.” If it be a ftone, he fays, “ Keep 
it fafe.” Sometimes they take it for certain, that thofe Hones are good and help wo- 
me/i in labour; wherefore they keep them very carefully wrapped up in cotton, put¬ 
ting them into little balkets, giving them fuch as they have thetnfelves to eat, and the 
fame they do to the cemies they have in their houfes. Upon any folemn day, when 
they provide much to eat, whether fifli, flefh, or any.other thing, they put it all into 
the houfc of the ccmies, that the idol may feed on it. The next day they carry all 
home, after the cetni has eaten. And fo God help them, as the cemi eats of that, 
or any other thing, they being inanimate flocks or Hones.. 

CIIAP. XVII. — IIow the aforcfaid Phyficians have been fometimes deceived. 

WHEN they have done as has been faid, and yet the patient dies, if the dead man 
has many friends, or was lord of a territory, and can oppole the laid buhuitihu, that is 
phyfician, for mean people dare not contend with them, he that would do him harm 
does it thus : when they would know whether the mtient died through the phyfician’s 
fault, or whether he did not obferve what was preferibed ; they take an herb, called 
gueio, whofe leaves arc like bal'd, thick and broad, being called by : another name, za- 
chon; they take the juice of this leaf, pare the dead man’s nails, and cut off the hair 
on his forehead, which they powder between two Hones, and mix with the aforefaid 
juice of the herb, and pour it down the dead man’s throat, or noftrils, and fo doing, 
afk him, whether the phyfician was the occafion of his death? and whetherlie obferved 
order? this they afk fevcral times, till he fpcaks as plain as if he were alive ; fo that 
he anfwers to all they afk of him, faying, the buhuitihu did not obferve order, or was 
the caufe of his death; and they fay, the phyfician afks him whether he is alive, and 
how he comes to talk fo plain ; and he anfwers he is dead. When they have known 
what they defire of him, they return him to his grave, whence they took him to 
make this enquiry. They ufe another method to know what they defired: they take 
the dead body and make a great fire, like that ufed for making of charcoal, and when 
the wood is turned into a live coal, they throw the body into that violent fire, and 
cover it with earth, as the colliers do the coals, where they let it lie as long as, they 
think fit, and there afk queftions, as was laid before; who anfwers, he knows nothing. 
This they afk ten times, and then he fpeaks no more. They afk, whether he is dead, 
but he fpeaks only thofe ten times. 

K 

« 

CHAP. xviy. — How the Kindred of the Party departed revenge thlmfelves, when 
they have got an Anfwcr by means of the Drench. 

THE dead man’s kindred get together upon a day appointed, wait for the aforefaid 
buhyititfu, and baftinado him, till they break his legs, arms, and head, fo that he is all 
battered, and fo they leave him for dead. At night, they fay, there come abundance of 
fnakes of feveral forts, white*,black, green, and of feveral other colours, which lick the faid 
phyfician’s face, and all his body, fo left as has been faid, and remains in that manner 
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two or three days. Whilft he is thus, they fay the bones of his legs and arms knit 
together again, he gets up, and walks fair and foftly towards his houfe, and they that 
faw him afk the queftion of him, were not you dead ? he anfwers, the cemies came to 
his affi (lance in the {hare of l'nakes. The dead man’s kindred, in a rage, bccaufe they 
thought they had revenged their relation’s death, Teeing him alive, grow defperate, 
and endeavour to lay hold of him to put him to death ; and if they can catch him again, 
they put out his eyes, and bruife his tefticles; for they fay none of thefe phyficians 
can die, though never fo much baftinadoed, if they do not cut out his tefticles. 

How they know what they dejire of him they burn, and how they take their revenge. 

When they uncover the fire, the finoke that comes from it, rifes till they lofe fight 
of it, and makes a noife, as it b^aks out: then it turns down again, and goes into 
the houfe of the buhuitihu, or phyfician: and that very moment, he that did not ob- 
ferve order, falls fick, is covered with fores, and all the fkin of his body flays off; and 
this they take for a fign that he did not do his duty, and therefore the patient died ; 
for which reafon they endeavour to kill him, as was faid in the other cafe. Thefe are 
the forceries they ufe. 

*(TIAl\ XIX. — flow they make and keep their wooden andJlone Cemies. 

• THOSE of wood are made thus: when any one is travelling he fays he fees fome 
tree that /hakes its root; the man, in a great fright, flops, and afks who he is; it an¬ 
fwers my name is Buhuitihu, and he will inform you who 1 am. The man repairing 
to the faid phyficiahj tells him what he has feen. The wizard, or conjurer, runs im¬ 
mediately to fee the tree the other hat told him of, fits down by it and makes it cogioba, 
as was faid above in the ftory of the four brothers. The cogioba being made, lie ftands 
up, gives it all its titles, as if it were fome great lord, and afks of it, “ Tell me who 
you arc, what you do here, what you will have with me, and why you fend far me? 
Tell me whether you will have me cut you, whether you will go along with ml, and 
how you will have me carry you ; and I will build you a houfe and endow it.” Im¬ 
mediately that tree, or cemi, becomes an idol, or devil, anfwers, telling how he will 
have him do it. lie cuts it into fuch a fhape as he is directed, builds his houfe, and 
endows it; and make: cogjoba for it fcveral times in the year ; which cogioba is to 
pray to it, to plcafe it, to a(k and know of the faid cemi, what good or evil is to happen, 
and to beg wealth of it. When they would know whether they {hall be victorious 
over their enemies, they go into a houle, whither none but Me cliief men are admitted.. 
Thfe lord of them is the firft that begins to make (lie cogioba, and to make a rioife j 
whiflt he does it, none of the company fpeaking till he has done. Ilis prayer being 
en^ed, he ftands awhile with his head lurned about, and his arms on his kneesj then 
he lifts up his head, and looks towards heaven, and fpeaks. Then they all anftver him 
with a loud voice, and when they have all {poke, giving thanks, he tells the vifion Ire 
faw, being made drunk with th6 cogioba he /huffed up his nofe, which flies into his 
head : he fays, he has talked with the cemi, and fhall obtain victory, of that his ene¬ 
mies {hall fly, or that there _{hall be a great mortality, or war, or famine, or fome 
fuch thing as occurs to him in his drunken fit. 

Confider, wjiat a condition their brains are in; for they fay the houfes fcein* to Aem 
to be turned topfy turvy, and that the men go upon their heads. This cogioba (hey 
make for ftone and wooden cemies, as well as for the dead bodies, as has been laid 

above.. 
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above. The ftone certifies are of fevcral forts: fome there arc, which, they fay, the 


leaves for the mod part are like tliofe of the elm. Others have three points, and 
they think they caul'e the giuca to thrive. Their roots are like a radifh The leaves 
of giuca have at lead fix or feven points; nor do I know what to compare them to, 
for I have fecn nothing like it in Spain or elfewherc. The Hem of the giuca is as 
high as a man. Let us now fpeak of their opinions concerning the idols and comics, 
and how they are deceived by them. 


CIIAP. XX. — Of the Coni, Br$d, and Aiba. 

THEY fav in the time of the wars he was burnt, and afterwards being v,allied with 
the juice of giuca, his arms grew out again, his body fpread, and he recovered his 
eyes. The giuca was final!, and they wafhrd it \\i:h the above-mentioned water and 
juice to make it grow bigger, and they affirm it made thole lick who had made the laid 
cemi, bccaufe they had not brought it to Giuca to e«t. This cemi was called Haidrama, 
and when any qne fell lick, they called the buhuitihit, and affixl him whence the dif- 
temper proceeded: he anfwored, Baidrama had fent it, bccaufe tin y had not fent him 
to eat by thofe that had charge of his houfe. This the buhuitihu laid, the cemi Bui- 
drama had told him. 

CIIAP. XXI. — Of Cininv.n id, (\mu 

THEY fav that when they built the hoitfe of Guamorete, who was a man of note, 
they put into it a cemi that was on the top of his other lioule, which cemi Was called 
Corocofe; and when they had wars among themlelve, Guamorete’s enemies burnt the 
houfeTO which this cemi Corocofe was. They fay he prefen’ly got up, and went a 
bow-fiiot from that place, near to a water. They further lay, that when he was on 
the top of the houfe, he would come down and lie with the women. That afterwards 
Camorele died, and the cemi iell into the hands of another cacique, and (fill conti¬ 
nued to lie with the women : and moreover, that he had two crowns grew on his brail; 
for. which rcafon they faid, finer fuch a one has two crowns, lie is certainly Gorocole’s 
fon; and this they looked upon as moll certain. This cemi came afterwards to an¬ 
other cacique, called Guatabanex, and his country is called Giacoba. 


CIIAP. XXII. — Of another Cemi, culled Opigiclgaoviran, ivhich belonged to a great Man 
•whuff Name was Cavav.iniova, who had many Subjects. 

• THIS cemi Opigielguoviran, they fay, has four feet like a dog’s, and is made of 
wood, and that he would often at .night go out of t'ne houfe into the woods, whither 
they went to ffiek him out, and when brought home again, they bound him with cords, 
yet he would go away to the woods. They fay that when the Clirillians came to the 
bland of Ilifpaniola he broke loofe and went into a morals, whither they followed him 
by tlie track, but never faw him fince, noiyknow any thing of him. As I received this, 
fo I deliggr it. 


CIIAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. — Of another Cemi , called Guabancex. 

• 

THIS cemi Guabencex was in the country of a great cacique, whole name was 
Aumatex ; and they fay, it is a woman cemi, and has two others with it; one a crier, - 
tjie other gatherer, or governor of the waters. When Guabancex is angry, they fay, 
it raifes the winds and waters, overthrows houfes, and ffiakes die trees. This cemi 
they fay, is a female, and made of (tones of that country. The other two cemies that 
are with it, are called, one of them Guatauva, and is a crier, that by order of ^Gua- 
bancex, makes proclamation for all the other cemies of that province to help to raife 
a high wind, and caufe much rain. The .other is, Coatrifchie, who they fay, gathers 
the waters in the vallies among the mountains, and then lets them loofe to deftroy the 
country. This they believe as'molt certain. 

• 

CHAP. XXIV. — Their belief of another Cemi, called Faraguvaol. 

THIS cemi belongs to* a principal cacique of the ifland of Hifpaniola, is an idol, 
has feveral names, and was found as you fhall now hear. They fay, that on a certain 
day in part times, before the ifland was difeovered, they know not how long fincc, 
being abroad a hunting, they found a certain creature; they ran ba*ck, and that got 
into a ditch ; looking into it, they faw a beam, which looked like a thing that had life 
in it. The huntfman feeing it, ran to his lord, who was a cacique, and father to Gua- 
raionel, telling him what he had feen. They went thither, and found the thing as 
the huntfman had'given information, and taking that log, they built a houfe to it. 
They fay it went out of that houfe feveral times, and returned to the place whence 
they brought it, not exactly to the lame fpot, but near it; for the aforefaid lord, and 
his fon Guaraionel, ordering it to be fought out, found it hid ; and that another time 
they bound and put it in a fack, and yet bound as it was, it went away as before. 
Thofe ignorant people look upon this as undoubted truth. 


CHAP. XXV. — Of thofe Things they affirm lucre reported by two principal Caciques 
of the ifland Hifpaniola ; one of than called CazZiva, father to the aforefaid Gua- 
raioncl; the other Ga/h/inacuci. 

THAT great lord, who, they fay, is ip heaven, at the beginning of the book, 
is this Cazziva, who kept a lort of abftinenpe-here, which all of them generally per¬ 
form ; for they Ihut themfelves up fix or feven days, without taking any fultenance 
but the juice of herbs, with which they alfo wafh themfelves. After this time tliev 
begin to eat fomething that is nourifhing. During the time they have been without 
eating, weaknefs makes them fay, they have feen fomething they earneftly delired, for 
they all perform that abftinence in honour of the cemies, to know whether they fyall 
obtain victory over their enemies, or to acquire wealth, or any other thing they defire. 
They fay, this cjcique affirmed he had fpoke with Giocauvaghama, wlio told him, that 
whofoever furvived him, would not long enjoy his power, becaufe they ffiould lee a 
people clad in their country, Vho would rule over, and kill them, and they lliould 
die for hunger. They thought at firft, thefe ffiould be the canibals, but'aftegvards- 
confidering, fhat they only plundered and fled, they believed it was fome other people 
the cemi fpoke of; and now they believe it is the admit^l and thofe that came with 
hifti. Now I will give an account of what I faw and knew, when F. Roman, a poor 
vol. xii. n anchorite. 
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anchorite, went to the province Madalena, to a fort built by I). Chriftopher Colon, 
admiral, viceroy, and governor of the iflands and continent of the Indies, for their 
majefties King Ferdinand and Queen Ifabel. I being in that fort, with Arriaga,' ap¬ 
pointed governor of it by the afbrefaid viceroy D. Chriftoplier Colon, it pleafed God 
• to give the light of his faith to a whoje family of ill principled people of that province 
of Madalena, which province was called Maroris, and the lord of it Guavaouvionel, 
that is, fon of Guavaencchin. fn the laid houfe are his fervants, and retainers, whofe 
furname is Giahuvavariu, and were in all fixteen perfons, all relations, and among 
them five brothers. Of thefe one died, and the other four were baptized; and l be¬ 
lieve,'they died martyrs, for fo it appeared by the manner of their death and their con- 
flancy. The firf' that received baptifm was an Indian called Gnaticava, afterwards* 
John. This was the lirft Chriftian that fuflered a cruel death, and to me he feems to 
have died a martyr; for 1 have heard from fome that were by when he died, that he 
faid, Dio aborulacba , Dio aboridacba, that is, 1 am God’s fervant. So died his bro¬ 
ther Anthony, and another with him, faying the lame words. All the people ol this 
houfe attended me, to do whatfoever I pleafed. Such as are left alive at this day, are 
now Chriftians, by means of D. Chriftopher Colon, viceroy fold governor oi the Indies, 
and by the grace of God they are very numerous at prefent. 

Let us now fay what happened in the province of Madalena. When I was there, 
the afbrefaid lord admiral came to the ailiftance of Arriaga and fome Chriftian*, be- 
fieged by the lubjects of a principal cacique, called Caovalto. The admiral told me, 
that the language of the province Madalena Maroris was different from the reft, and 
not underftood in all parts of the country; and therefore bid me go and relide with 
another principal cacique, called Guarionex, lord of many fubjeas, whole language 
was underftood all over the illand. In obedience to his orders, I went to refute with 
the faid Guarionex. True it is, 1 faid to 1 ). Chriftopher Colon, my lord, why will 
you have me go to live with Guarionex, when I know no language but that of Ma¬ 
roris ? Be pleafed to give leave that one of thole Nohuircis, (who were afterwards 
Chriftians, and knew both the languages) may go along with me ; which he granted, 
and bid me carry whom I pleafed ; and it pleafed God to give me for a companion, 
the bell of the Indians, and who was beft inilrucled in the Catholic faith ; and after¬ 
wards took him from me; God be praifed who gave and took him away; for in¬ 
deed, I looked upon him as a good child and a brother ; and it was that Guaica- 
vanu, who was afterwards a Chriftian, and called John. What happened to us there 
I fhall not relate, and how I and Guuitavayu wcut*to Ifabella, where we waited for the 
admiral, till he returned from the relief of Madalena. As loon as he came, we went 
where he had ordered, with one John de Aguada, who had the command of a fort, 
which D. Chriftopher Colon had built, half a league from the place where we were to 
relide. The admiral commanded the faid John de Aguada to allow us fuch provifions 
as there were in the fort, which is called the Conception. We continued with that 
cagque, Guarionex, almoft two years, inftrucHng him in our faith, and the manners 
of Chrifliaus. At lirft he appeared well inclined, and gave fome hopes of complying 
and becoming a«.Chriftian, bidding us teach him the Lord’s prayer, the creed, and all 
other Chriftian prayers, which many in his houfe learnt; and he faief his prayers every 
morning, and cauled all his family to do fo twice a 'day; yet afterwards he fell off 
•from ,Jus' good purpofe, through the fault of fome of the principal men of that 
country, who blamed him for fubmitting to the law of Chrilt, fince the Chriftians 
were ill men, and drove them out of their country by force. Therefore they ad- 
vifed him never to mind f any thing that belonged to the Chriftians; but that he mou ld 
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join and confpire with them for their definition, becaui'e they could not latisfy 
there, and were refolved to fubmit no longer. Thus he fell oft' from his good 
beginning, and .we perceiving he negleCted what he had learnt, refolved to depart 
thence, and go where we might be more fiflccefsful in inflruCting the Indians in the 
faith. We therefore went away to another principal cacique, who (hewed a favour- * 
able inclination, faying, he would be a Chriflian ; his .name was Maviatue. 

Accordingly we let out to go to the faid Maviatue’s country; I F. Roman Pane, 
poor anchorite, and F. John Borgognon of the order of St. Francis, and John Mat¬ 
thew the firft that was baptized in Hifpaniola. . 

The fecond day after we fet out from the town and habitation of Guarionex, to go 
to the other cacique, called Maviatue; w<; found Gnarionex’s people building a houfe 
near the houfe of prayer, where we left fome pictures for the catecumens, to knfeel 
and pray before them. Thei'e were the mother, brothers, and kindred, of the afore- 
faid John Matthew, theMirfl Chriflian; afterwards feven more joined them, and at laft 
all the family became Chriflians, and perfevered in the faith; fo that all the afore- 
faid family was left to keep that houfe of prayer, and fome lands I had enufed to 
be tilled. They being fo left to keep the houfe, two days after we were gone to¬ 
wards the aforefaid Maviatue, fix men went to the aforefaid houfe of prayer, left 
in tfye cuflody of the feven catecumens, and by order of Guaripnex, told them, 
they fhould take thofc pictures, left by F. Roman, and deflroy them, fince he and 
his companion were gone, and they knew not what was become of them. Thefe 
fix fervants of Guarionex found fix children keeping the houfe of prayer, who 
being fo inflru&ed, faid, they fhould not come in; but they went in by force, took 
the pictures, and Carried them away. 

*> 

CHAP. XXVI. — What became of the Pictures, and a Miracle God wrought to jlseta 

his Power. 

THESE men being gone out of the houfe, threw the pictures down, covered 
them with earth, and pilled upon them, faying, now you will yield much fruit. This 
they faid, becaui'e they buried them in a field that was fown, faying, what grew there 
would be good ; but this they did in fcorn. The children that were keeping the 
houfe by order of the catecumens, feeing this, they ran to their friends who were 
upon their lands, and told them, that Guarionex’s men had abufed and fcomed the 
pictures; which they underflanding, left what they were about, and ran crying out to 
give an account of it to D. Bartholomew Colon, who was then governor, his brother 
being gone into Spain. He, as lieutenant to the Viceroy, proceeded againft the of¬ 
fenders, and having convicted them publickly, burnt them. This did not deter 
Guarionex and his fubjeCts, from their defign of murdering all the Chriflians on the 
day when they were to bring in their tribute; but the confpiracy was difeovered, and 
they apprehended on the fame day they were to put it in execution. Still they held 
on their refolution, and accordingly killed four Spaniards, befides John Matthew and 
his brother ’Anthony, who had been baptized; and running where thby had hid the 
pi&ures, tore them in pieces. Some days after, the owner of that field went to dig 
up his agi’s, which are certain roots like turnips, and fome like radifhes; and in the 
place where the pictures had been buried, two or three agi’s were grown in the^ape” 
of a crofs, as if they had been ftuck one through another ; nor could any man find 
this crofs, but only the mother of Guarionex, who wa» the worft woman I knew in 
thofe parts, who looked upon this as a great miracle, and faid to the commander of 
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the fort of the Conception, this miracle has been ihewn by God, where the images 
were found: God knows to what end. ' * 

Let us now give an account, how they were converted- that firft became Chrif- 
tians, and how much will be requifite t'o convert them all. To fay the truth, that 
ifland ftands in much need of people to punifh the lords, when they will npt fuffer 
their people to be inftructed in the faith; for they have nothing to fay again!! it., 
which I can with truth maintain, becaufe it has coft me much labour to know it; 
as 1 am fatisfied may be gathered by what has been laid hitherto; and a word to the 
wife ic enough. 

The hrlt Chriftians were thofe we have beforementioned in the ifland of Iiifpa- 
niola, that is, Gianauvariu, in whole houfe there were feventeen perfons who all be¬ 
came Chriftians, only giving them to underftand, that there is one God, who has 
made ail things, and created heaven and earth, without any further arguments or 
controverfy; for they were eafy of belief. With others there friuft be force and in¬ 
genuity ufed, for all of them are not alike; forafmuch, as if thofe had a good be¬ 
ginning and a better end, they were none of thofe others that Ik- gin w'dl, and then 
fall oft from what has been taught them; and therefore there is need of force and 
punifhment. 

The firft that received baptifm in the ifland Hifpaniola, was John Matthew, wh(j was 
baptized on the feaft of St. Matthew the evangelift, in the year 1496, and after him 
all his family; where were many Chriftians, and a greater progrefs had been made, 
had they been inltrutted in the faith, and the Spaniards been in a condition to keep 
them under. And if any one Ihould afk, why I make this fo eafy, a matter ? I lay, 
it is becaufe I know it by experience, efpecially in the perfon of a principal cacique, 
called Mahuviativire, who has Continued now for three years in his good purpofe, fay¬ 
ing, he will lie a Chriftian, and have but one wife ; for they uled to have two or 
three, and the great men twenty five or thirty. This is what 1 could learn and find 
out as to the cuftoms and ceremonies of the Indians of Hifpaniola, with all the 
pains I have taken; wherein I expect no fpiritual nor temporal advantage. May it 
pleafe our Lord, if this turns to his honour and fervice, to give me his grace 
to perfevere; and if it muft fall out otherwife, may he deprive me eft my under - 
ftanding. 

The End of the Work rf the poor Anchorite Roman Pane. 


CHAP. LXIII. — How the Admiral returned to Spain to give their Maje/lies an Account 

of the Condition he left the If and in. 

TO return to the main fubjeCt of our hiftory; I fay, the admiral having brought 
the iiland into a peaceable condition, and built the town of Ifabella, befides three 
forfs about the country, he refolved to return into Spain, to acquaint their Cafho- 
lick' Majefties with feveral matters he thought convenient for their fervice; but par¬ 
ticularly becaufe of many malicious flanderers, who through envy ceafed not to give 
the king a falfe information of the affairs of the Indies, to the gfeut: prejudice and 
ilifhonour pf the admiral and his brothers. For thefc reafons he went on board on 
ThurfHay the 10th of March 1496, with 225 Spaniards and 30 Indians,, failed from 
Ifabella about break of day, and turned it along the coafl with tw r o caravals, one calk'd 
Santa Cruz, the other Nina,‘ the fame he went in to difeover the ifland of Cuba. On 
Tuefday the 22d of March he loft fight of the eaft point of Hifpaniola, holding on 
10 • 1 his 
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bis courfe eaflward as the wind would permit. But the wind for the moll part con¬ 
tinuing at eaft, on the 6th of April, finding his provifions fell Ihort, and his men 
were weary and difcouraged, he fell off towards the fouth to the Caribbee illands, 
and came up with them in three days, anchoring, at Marigalantc on Saturday the 9th 
of April. The next day, though it was not his custom to weigh anchor on a Sunday, 
when in afty port, he let jail, becaufe his men muttered, faying, when they were to 
feelc their bread, they needed not fo flrictly obferve days. So he anchored at the 
ifland Guadaloupe, and fending the boats well-manned alhore, before they came 
to land, abundance of women came out of a wood, with bows and arrows and fea¬ 
thers, as if they would defend their ill and. For this reafon, and becaufe the fea*ran 
foinewhat high, thofe in the boats kept aloof, and lent two Indian women, they 
brought from Hifpaniola, alhore fwimming, of whom thofe other women particularly 
inquired concerning the Chriltians; and underftanding they only delired provifions 
in exchange for fuch things as they had, bid them go with their Ihips to the north- 
fide, where their hufbands were, who w'ould furnilh them with what they wanted. 
The Ihips failing clofe under the Ihore, faw abundance of people come down to the 
Ihore with bows and arrows, who let 11)* upon our men with great cries, though 
in vain, for their arrows fell Ihort. But perceiving the boats full of men were going 
alhore* the Indians went back into an ambulh, and when our men drew near, came 
out to* hinder their landing, till being frighted with the cannon firfcd at them from 
.the Ihips, they lied to the wood, leaving their houfes and goods, where the Chril¬ 
tians took and dellroyed all they found. Being acquainted with the way of making 
bread, they fell to work, and made enough to fupply their want. Among other 
things they loiytd pi the houfes, there were great parrots, honey, wax and iron, 
whereof they had hatchets to cut, and looms like thole for tapeliry-work, in which 
they weave their tents. Their houfes were fquare, and not round, as is uliial in the 
other illands. In one oi them was found the arm of a man roafting upon a fpit. 
Whilfl the bread was making, the admiral fent forty men up the country, to learn 
lomething of it ; who the next day returned with ten women and three boys, the reft 
of the people being lied. Among thefe women, was the wife of a cacique, whom a 
Canaryman, that was very nimble, had much difficulty to overtake; and Ihc had got 
from him, but that feeing him alone, Ihe thought to take him, and doting Ihe got 
him down, and had (tilled him, but that others came in to his afliltance. Thefe wo¬ 
men’s legs are fwathed d'ith cotton from the ancle to the knee, that they may look 
thick, which ornament they call coiro, and.look upon it as very genteel; and they 
gird lb hard, that ii it happen to flip off t|te- leg, that part appears very thin. The 
lame both men and women ufe in Jamaica, who fwathe their arms up to the arm-pits, 
that? is, about the fnvallell parts like the old falhioned fleeves ul’ed among us. Thefe 
women are alio exceilive fat, and there were feme thicker than a man could grafp. As 
loon as children can Hand upon their legs and walk, they give them a bow, that 
they may learn to lhoot; and they all wear their hair long and loofe upon their 
(boulders, nor do they cover any.part of the body. That lady they took, faid, the 
ifland was only iy habited by women, and that thofe who would have hindered the men 
landing were women, except only four men, who were there accidentally from an¬ 
other ifland; for at a certain * time in the year they come to fport, and lie with 
them. Ihe fame was obferved by the women of another ifland, called Matrinonio, ot. 
whom flic gave the fame account we read of the Amazons; and the admiral belTcved 
it by what he faw among thofe women, and becaufe of th£ courage and ftrength that 
appeared in them. They alfo fay, thofe women feem to be endowed with clearer 
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. underftandings than thofe of the other iflands; for in other places they only reckon 
the day by the fun, and the night by the moon ; whereas thefe women reckoned by 
other ftars, faying, when the Charles Wain rifes, or fuch a, ftar is north, then it is time- 
to do fo and fo. 

♦ 

CHAP. LXIV. —- The Jdmira! fails from the IJland Guadaloupe for Spain. 

WHEN they had made provifion of bread for twenty days, befides what they had 
aboard, the admiral refolved to continue his voyage towards Spain; but perceiving that 
iflaifd was an inlet to the others, he thought fit firft to fatisfy thofe women with feme 
gifts, in fatisfa&ion for the lofs they had fuftained, and therefore fent them all aftiore, 
except the chief lady, who chofe to go into' Spain with her daughter, among the other 
Indians of the ifland Hifpaniola, one of whom was Cuonabo, who, it has been laid, 
was the chief man in all the ifland, and that becaufe he was .not a native of it, but of 
the Caribbees, and therefore that lady was content to go into Spain with the admiral. 
He having furnifhed himfelf with bread, wood, and water, 1 let liiil on Wednefday the 
20th of April from Guadaloupe, with the wind very fcant, keeping near the latitude of 
22 degrees; for at that time they had not found out the method of running away north 
to meet the fouth-weft winds. 

Having made but little way, and the {hips being full of people, on the 20th of May, 
they all began to be much afflicted for want of provifions, which was fo great, that they 
had but fix ounces of bread a day for each, and lefs than a pint of water, with¬ 
out any thing elfe. And though there were eight or nine pilots in thofe two fliips, yet 
none of them knew where they were; but the admiral was confident they were but a 
little weft of the Azores, whereof he gives an account in his journal thus. 

This morning the Dutch compalTes varied, as they ufed to do, a point; and thofe 
of Genoa, that ufed to agree with them, varied but a very little, but afterwards failing 
eaft vary more, which is a fign we are one hundred leagues, or fomewhat more, weft 
of the Azores; for when we were juft one hundred, there were but a few fcattered 
weeds in the fea; and the Dutch needles varied a point, thofe of Genoa cutting the 
north point; and when we are fomewhat farther eaft-north-eaft, they will alter again ; 
which was verified on Sunday following, being the 22d of May; by which, and the 
exattnefs of his account, he found he was one hundred leagues from the iflands Azores, 
which he was furprized at, and afligned this difference to thefcveral forts of load-ftones 
the needles are made by; for till they coyie juft to that longitude, they all varied a 
point, and there foine held it; and thofe of Genoa exactly cut the north-ftar. The 
fame was yet farther demonftrated the next day, being the 24th of May. Thus con¬ 
tinuing their voyage, though all the pilots went like blind men, on Wednefday the ‘8th 
of June, they came in fight of Odemira, between Lilbon and Cape St. Vincent, all the 
pilots for feveral days having ftill made for the land, except the admiral, who tKe 
night before flacked his fails for fear of land, faying, he did fo becaufe they were near 
cape St. Vincent, which all laughed at; fome of them affirming they were in the Englifti 
channel, and thofe that erred leaft, faid, they were on the coaft of Gallicia, and 
therefore ought mot to take in any fail, it being better to die afhore than ftarve miferably 
at fea, the fcarcity being fo great, that there were many, who, like the canibals, were 
Jfor eating ‘the Indians they had aboard; and others, to fave the little provifion there was 
left, were for throwing them overboard; which they would have done,'had not the 
admiral ufed all his authority to prevent it, confidering they were human creatures, 
and therefore ought not to be worle ufed than the reft; and fo it pleafed God to rewaVd 
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hifti with the fight of land next morning, as he had promifed them all, for which 
reafon he was afterwards looked upon by the feamen as moll expert, and almoft pro¬ 
phetical in fea affairs. 

CHAP. LXV. — How the Admiral went to Count, and their Catholick Majcjtics fet 

m * him out again for the Indies * 

THE admiral being landed in Spain, began to prepare for his journey to Burgos, 
where he was favourably received by Their Catholic Majefties, who were there cele¬ 
brating the nuptials of Prince John their fon, who married Margaret of Auftria, 
daughter to Maximilian the Emperor, who was conducted into Spain, and revived by 
molt of the nobility, and the givatelt appearance of perfons of quality that had ever 
been feen together in Spain. But though 1 was prefent as page to Prince John, I {hall 
not mention the particulars of this lblcmnity, as well becaufe it does not belong to our 
hiftory, as becaufe Their liiglmeffes hiltoriographers have doubtlefs taken care to do it. 
Therefore to return to what concents the admiral, 1 fay, that being come to Burgos, 
heprefented Their Majefties with ieveral things he brought as famples from the Indies, 
as well birds and beads, as trees, plants, inftruments and other things the Indians ufe 
for their fervice and diver lion; alio ieveral girdles and malks, with eyes and ears of 
plates Iff gold, befuks much gold land, grols and fmall, as nature produced it: fomc 
grains as big as vetches, fomc as beaus, and feme as pigeons eggs. This was not 
'afterwards fo much valued, becaufe in progrels of time, there were pieces of gold 
found that weighed above thirty pounds. Yet at this time w'hat he brought was much 
valued, in hopes of what was hoped for, and accordingly Their Majefties received it in 
good part. When the admiral had given them an account of all that related to the 
improving and peopling the Indies ; he w'as delirous to return with fpeed, for fear fome 
oifalter Ihould happen in his abfencc, efpccially becaufe he had left the people there in 
great want of all necelfaries. Though he predial hard on this account, yet the affairs 
of that court being iiibjed to delays, lie could not be fo foon difpatched, but that ten 
or twelve months elapfed before he obtained two {hips, which were fent before with 
fuccours under the command of Peter Fernandez Coronel. Thele let out in February 
1498, and the admiral flayed to negociate the obtaining fuch a licet as was requifite for 
him to return to the Indies. But he was forced to flay above a year at Burgos and at 
Medina del Campoj where, in the year 1499, Their Catholic Majefties granted him 
many favours, and gave the necelfary orders for his affairs, and tor the government, 
and fettling ol the Indies. Whereof I here make mention, that it may appear how 
ready Their Catholic Majefties were as yet to reward his merits and fervice, and how 
mugh they afterwards altered, through the falfe informations of malicious and envious 
perfons, infomuch as to fuller the wrongs to be done him, which we lhall give an 
account ol hereafter. But to return to his departure from court to Seville, there the 
fitting out ol the fleet was retarded much longer than was convenient, through the 
negligence and ill management of the King’s officers, and particularly of D. John ffe 
Fonieca, argh-dcacon ol Seville. Whence it proceeded, that the laid # D. John, who 
was afterwards Bilhop of Burgos, ever was an utter enemy to the admiral and his 
affairs,, and was chief of thole.that brought him into difgrace with Their Catholic 
Majefties.. And to the end that D. James my brother and I, who had ferved as page s, 
to Prince John, w'ho was now dead, might not fuller by his delays, nor be abfent m>ra 
court, till the time of his departure; he fent us, on the 2d of November 149 7, from Seville* 
to fcrve Hill as pages to Her Majelly Queen Ifabel, or Elizabeth, of glorious memory. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXVI. — The Admiral fets out from Spain to dijcover the Continent of&aria. 

THE admiral forwarding his expedition with all poffible care, on the 30th of May 
1498, fet fail from the bay of Sf. Lucar de Berramcda, with fix fhips loaded with 
provifions and other necefl'aries, for the relief of the planters in Hifpaniola, and 
peopling of that ifland. 

On the 7th of June he arrived at the ifland of Puerto Santo, where he heard inafs, 
and ftaid to take in wood and water, and what elfc lie flood in need of; yet that fame 
ni^ht failed away towards Madeira, whither he came on Sunday the 9th of June, and 
there aPthe town of Fonchal, was courteoufly received and treated by the governor of 
that ifland, with whom he ftaid to provide hirnfelf farther till Saturday in the afternoon, 
when he failed, and on Wednefday the 19th of June arrived at Gomera, w here there 
was a French fhip that had taken three Spaniards ; who feeing the admiral's fquadron, 
weighed and flood to fea with them. The admiral fuppofing they had been merchant 
fhips, and fled, believing him to be a Frenchman, took no care to purfue, till when 
they were at a great diftance, lie was informed what they were, and lent after them 
three of his fhips; for fear of which the French left one of the fhips they had taken, 
and fled with the other two, fo that the admiral could nor fetch them up. They 
might have caft-ied the other off too, had they not forfaken it; for when the kdntiral 
appeared in the port, in the conflernation they were in, they had not time to man it;, 
fo that there being but four Frenchmen aboard, and fix Spaniards of thofe that had 
been taken in it; thefe feeing the afliflance coming to them, clapt the French under 
hatches, and returned to the port, where the fhip was reflored to its mailer; and the 
French had buffered, but that D. Alvaro de Lugo the governor, and all the ifland 
interceded for them, who begged them to exchange for fix of their men the French 
had carried away, which the admiral granted. Still haftening on his way, he failed 
for the ifland Ferro on Thurfdav the 2 iff of June. There he refolved to fend away 
three of his fix fhips to Hifpaniola, and to fail away with the reft towards the iflands of 
Capo Verde; thence to fail direttly over, and difeover the continent. He therefore 
appointed a captain over each fhip, of thole he lent to Hifpaniola, oi|e of which was 
Peter de Arana, coufm to that Arana who died in Hifpaniola; the lecond, Aloilza 
Sancher de Carvagal; and the third, one John Anthony Colon, his own kinfman ; to 
whom he gave particular inflruction, that each of them fhotild command a week in lu's 
turn. This done, he fet out for the iftynds of Capo Verde, and thofe captains for 
Hifpaniola. But that climate he w r as then entering upon being unhealthy at that time, 
he had a terrible fit of the gout .in one leg, and four days after he fell into a violent 
fever; yet notwithflanding ids firknefs, he was ltill hirnfelf, and diligently obferved 
the way the fhip made, the alterations of the weather that happened, as he had done 
fince his fir ft voyage. 

On Wednefday the 25th of June he difeovered the ifland de Sal, one of thofe of 
Capo Verde; palling by it, he came to another called Boa YiJLi , a name remote from 
the truth, for it fignifies a good fight, and the place is dull and wrptchod. Here he 
call anchor in a channel near a final! ifland on the weft fide of it, year to where there 
are fix or feven houfes of the inhabitants for perfons’ troubled with the leprofy, who 
1 came thifher to be cured. And as Jailors rejoice when they difeover land, fb do thefe 
wretches much more, when they fee any fhips. Therefore they prefehtly ran down 
to the fhore, to fpeak to thpfe the admiral fent afhore in the boats to take in water and 
fait, there being alfo abundance of goats there. Underftanding they were Spaniards, 
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the PortugUefe who had charge of the ifland for the owner, went aboard to fpeak to 
the admiral, and offer him all he demanded j for which the admiral thanked him, 
ordered him to be well treated, and fome' provifion given him, becaufe by reafon of 
the barrennefs of the ifland* they always live njiferably. The admiral being defirous 
to know what method they ufed to cure the lepers, that man told him, that the tem¬ 
perature Of the air was one main caufe of it; and the next was their diet, becaufe there 
came thither a vafl number of tortoifes, on which the lick feed, and anoint themfelves 
with their blood, and continuing it a ftiort time they recover; but that thole who are 
born infefted with this diftemper are longer a curing. That the reafon of having fo 
many tortoifes, was the Ihores being all Tandy, whither the tortoifes, in the months of 
June, July, and Auguft, came over from the fltore of Alrick, mod of them as big as 
an ordinary target, and that every night th*ey came up to lleep and lay their eggs qn 
the fand; that the people went along the fhore in the night with lanthorns or other 
light, feeking the track the tortoife leaves on the fand, which they follow till they find 
the filh; which deing tired with coming fo far, fleeps fo found that it hears not its 
enemy. He having found and turned his belly up, without doing any more harm, 
goes on to feek more; for when turned, they cannot ftir from the place, or recover 
their feet. Having got as many as they think fit, they come again in the morning to 
chufe ^hol'e they like bell; and letting go the lealt, carry away the others to eat. So 
wretchedly do the Tick live, without any other employment or fuftehance, the ifland 
. being very dry and barren, without trees or fprings, fo that they drink of certain wells 
whole water is thick and brackilh. Thole who had charge of the ifland, which were 
only that man and four more, had no other employment, but only to kill goats and fait 
them to fend intp Portugal. He faid, there were luch muhitudes of thefe goats on the 
mountains, that fome years they killed to the value of three or four thoul’and ducats ; 
and that they all came from eight goats, carried thither by the proprietor of the ifland, 
whofe name was Roderick Alfonfo, the King of Portugal’s fecretary of the cuftoms. 
That very often the hunters are four or five months without bread, or any other thing 
to eat, except goats* flefli and filh; for which reafon he made great account of the 
provifion he had given him. That man and his companions, with lome of the admiral's 
men, went out a goat-hunting; but perceiving it required much time to kill all he had 
need of, he would ftay no longer, being in great hafte. 

On Saturday the 30th of June he failed for the ifland of Santiago, the chief of Capo 
Verde, where he arrived the next day in the evening, and anchored near a church, 
fending alhore to buy fome cows and bulls to carry alive to Hifpaniola: yet obferving 
k was a difficult matter to iurnilh himfelf fo foon as he defired . and how prejudicial 
delays were to him, he refolved to ftay no longer; and the more for fear his men 
ihoflld ficken, that country being unhealthy. He lays, that all the while he was at that 
ifland, he never law the Iky nor any Itar; but there was always a thick hot fog, 
inlbmuch that three parts of the inhabitants were Tick, and they all of them had a 
bafe colour. 

• 

CHAP. LXVUL*— the Admiral failed from the fjlands of Capo Verde, to d'y cover the 

Continent; of the violent Heat he endured, and great Brightncfs of the North-Star. 

ON Thurfday the 5th of July the admiral left the ifland of Santiago, faiSng fa pth— 
weft, with a fefolution to hold that courfe till he was under the equinoctial, and then 
to fteer due weft, that he might find fome other land, pr crofs over to Hifpaniola, 
Bud the currents among thofe iflands fetting violently towards the north and north- 
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to the boats in going backwards and forwards. ,0n the way before they came tp thus 
point, a canoo began to follow them with twenty-five men in it, and flopped at $bout 
a cannon foot tfiftance, calling out and talking very loud* , Nothing could be under- 
flood, though it was fiuppofed they inquired who our men were, and whence they 
• came, as the other Indians ufed to do at firft. There being no poffibility ol perfuading 
them with any words to coine € aboard, they began to foew them feveral things, t^at 
they might covet to have them, fuch as little brafs bafons, looking-glades, and other 
things the reft of the Indians ufed to make great account of. Bpt though this drew 
them a little, yet they foon flopped again; and therefore the more toallure them, the 
admiral ordered one to get upon the poop with a tabor and pipe, add fome young 
feHows to dance. As foon as the Indians law it, they put themfelves into a pofture of 
defence, laying hold of their targets, and flooring their arrows at thofe that danced, 
who, by the admiral’s command, that thofe people might not go unpunifoed, or con¬ 
temn the Chriftians, leaving their dance began to fhoot with their crofs bows, fo that 
they were glad to draw oft, and made to another caraval, clapping clofe to its fide 
without any apprehenfion. The pilot of the fhip went over into the canoo, and gave 
them fome things they were very well pleafed with, and faid, if they had been afoore 
they would have brought him bread from their houfes, and fo they went towards land; 
nor would they in the foip flop ever a one, for fear of difplesfing the admiral.. The 
account they gave of them was, that they were wdl-fhaped people, and whiter than 
thofe of the other iflands; and that they wear their hair long, like women, bound, 
with fmall firings, and covered their privities with little clouts. 

CHAP. LXX. — Of the Danger the Ships were in , entering the Mouth of the Channel , 
they called. Boca del Dr ago, or the Dragon's Mouth ; and how Paria was difrovend , 
being the JirJl Dtfcovcry on the Conti/u nt. 

AS foon as the fhips had anchored at Punto del Arenal, the admiral lent the boats 
afhore for water, and to get fome information of the Indians; but they could do 
neither, that country being very low, and unpeopled. He therefore ordered them the 
next day to dig trenches on the ifland, and by good luck they found them ready raa^e» 
and full of excellent wa‘er, and it was thought the fifhermen had made them. Having 
taken what they wanted, the admiral rcfolved to proceed on to another mouth or 
channel which appeared towards the north-weft, which he afterwards called Boca del 
Drago, or the Dragon’s Mouth, to diltinguifh it from that where he was, to which he 
had given the name of Boca de la Sierpe, ,or the Serpent’s Mouth. Thefe two mouths 
or channels, like the Dardanelles*, were made by the two weftermoft points of the 
Trinity ifland, and two others of the continent, and lay almoft north ,and fouth of*one 
another. In the midft of that, where the admiral anchored, was another rock, which 
he called El Gallo, that is the Cock. Through this mouth, he called Boca de Sierpe, 
tfif water continually ran fo furioufly northward, as if it had been the mouth of fome 
great river, which was the reafon of giving it that name, becaufe of the fright it put 
them into. For as they lay very fecurely at anchor, there came a ftronger ftream of 
water than ufual, with a hideous noife, running through that mouth, northward. And 
another current running out of the gulph now called* Paria, oppofite to that before- 
'\nwtipnea, they met with hideous roaring, and caufed the fea to fwell up like a high 
mountain, or ridge of hills along that channel, which mountain foon came towards foe 
fhipt,.tO the great terror of all men, fearing they fooulfl over-fet. But it pleafed God 
it pafled under, or rather lifted them up without doing any harm, though it drew the 
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anchor of one of them, carrying the veflel away} but by the help of their fails they 
efcaped thetfsngeri not without mortal fear of being loft# That furious current being 
paged, the'admiral confidering the danger h$ was in there, flood for the Dragon’s 
Mouth, which was between the north point of the Trinity ifland, and the eaft point of 
Faria; yet went not through it at that time, but failed along the fouth coaft of Paria 
waft ward) believing it to be an ifland, and hoping to ^nd a way out northwards to* 
wards Hifpaniola. And though there were many ports along that coaft of Paria, he 
would put into none, all the fea being a harbour locked in with the continent. 

CHAP. LX XI. — How tlscre was fame Gold and Pearls found in Paria, and a Peoplt 

of good Canverfation , 

TOE admiral being at an anchor on the fifth of Auguft, and it being his particular 
ievotion never to weigh on a Sunday, he lent the boats alhore, where they found 
ibundance of fruit of the fame fort they had i'een in the other iflands; great numbers 
jf trees, and figns of people that had fled for fear of the Chriflians. -But feeing un- 
svilltng to lofe time, he failed down the coaft fifteen leagues farther without going into 
my harbour, for fear he fhould mifs of wind to bring him out. Being at an anchor on 
he coaft, at the end of thefe fifteen leagues, there came out a eanoo to the caraval 
:alled El Borreo, with three men in it; and the pilot knowing how inuch the admiral 
:oveted to receive fome information from thofe people, he pretended to talk to them, 
and let hitnfelf fall into the canoo, and the Spaniards in the boat took thofe three men, 
andcarried them to the admiral, who made very much of them, and fent them afhore 
wim many gifts, where there appeared abundance of Indians. Thefe hearing the good 
account the three gave them, came all in their canoos to barter for fuch things as they 
had, which were much the fame as had been feen in the iflands before difeovered, only 
that here they had no targets, nor poifoned arrows, which thefe people do npt ufe, but 
only the cannibals. Their drink was a fort of liquor as white as milk, and another 
fomewhat blackilh, tailing like green wine made of grapes not quite ripe, but they 
could not Jearn what fruit it was made of. They wore cotton cloths well wove, of 
feveral colours, about the bignefs of a handkerchief, fome bigger and fome lefs; and 
what they moll valued of our things was brafs, and el'pecially bells. The people fern 
to be more civilized and tradlable than thofe of Hifpaniola. They cover their nakednefs 
with one of thofe cloths above-mentioned, and have another wrapped about their head. 
The women cover nothing, not even their, privities: the fame they do in the Trinity 
ifland. They faw nothing of value here, except fome little plates of gold they hung 
about their necks; for which reafon, and bocaufe the admiral could not ftay to dive 
into the fecrets of the country, he ordered fix of thofe Indians to be taken, and con- 
tjpued his voyage weftward, believing that land of Paria, which he called the Holy 
Ifland, was no continent. Soon after another ifland appeared towards the fouth, and 
another no lefs than that towards the weft, all high land, fowed and well peopled; 
and the Indians had more plates of gold about their necks than the others, and abun¬ 
dance of guanmis, which is very low, gold. They faid that was produced in other 
weftem iflands, inhabited by people that eat men. The women had ftrings of beads 
about their arms, and among them very fine large and fraall pearls ftrung, fome 
whereof were got in exchange to fend their Catholic Majeftaes as a female. 
alked where they found thofe things, they made figns to mow that in the oyfter-flieils 
which were taken weftward of that land of Paria, and beyond it towards the north. 
Upon this, the admiral ft aid there to know more of that gotjd difeovery, and fent the 
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boats alhore, where all the people of the country that had flocked together, appeared 
fo tradable and friendly, that they importuned the Ghriftians to go alorigwithtfhem 
to a houfe not far off, where they gave them to eat, and a great deal of that wine of 
theirs. Then from that houfe, which'it is likely Was the King’s palace, they carried 
‘ them"t» another, which was his fort's, and fhewed them the fame kiUdnefe. They 
were alfin general whiter than, any they had feen in the Indies, and of b&ter afoefts 
and fhapes, with their hair cut Ihort by their ears, after the JSpanilh fafhion. Prom 
them they underftood that land was called Paria, and that they would be glad to be in 
amity with the Chriftians. Thus they departed from them, and returned to the Ihips. 

CHAP. LXXII. — Ho'w the Admiral pajfed through Boca del Drago , and the Danger 

he was in there. 

THE adniiral holding on his voyage weftward, they ftili found lefs and lefs water, 
infomuch that being come through four or five fathom, they found but two and a half 
at ebb, fof the tide differed from that at the Trinity iflana; for at the Trinity, the 
water fwelled three fathom, and here being forty-five leagues to the weftward, it rofe 
but one; and there always, whether ebb or flood, the current ran weft; and here 
upon the ebb tf}ey ran eaft, and upon the flood weft; there the water wap but 
brackifh, here it was like river water. The admiral perceiving this difference, and 
how little water he found, durft proceed no farther in his (hip, which required three 
fathom water, being of a hundred ton, and therefore came to an anchor on that coaft, 
which Was very fafe, being a port like a horfe-fhoe, locked with that land on all Mbs. 
However, he fent the little caraval, called El Borreo, or the Port, to difcover whOTier 
there was any pafs weftward among thofe iflands. She having gone but a little way, 
returned the next day, being the eleventh of Auguft, faying, that at the weftermoll 
point of that fea, there was a mouth or opening, two leagues over from north to 
fouth, and within it a round bay, with four other little bays, one towards each 
quarter of heaven; that from each of them flowed a river, whofe water made that fea 
fo fweet, which was yet much fweeter farther in; adding, that all that land which 
feemed to be iflands, was one and the lame continent; that they had every where four 
or five fathom water, and fuch abundance of ■ thofe weeds they faw in the oceaajj that 
they hindered their failing. The admiral, therefore, being .certain he could not get 
out weftward, that fame day ftood back to the eaftward, defigning to pafs the ftreights, 
which he faw between the land the Indians call Paria, and the Trinity. In this 
ftreight there are four little iflands eaft near the point of the Trinity, which he called 
cape Boca, becaufe it was hlunt, well upon the point of the continent, which he called 
cape Lapa, and in the middle. The reafon why he called this the Dragon’s Mouth, 
was, becaufe it is very dangerous, by reafon of the abundahcG of frefh water that 
ftruggles to get out there into the fea, and made three boiflerous channels, extending 
frewi eaft to weft the w idth of the ftreight. And becaufe, as he was failing through, 
the wind failed him, and he was in danger of being drove on fome fund or rode; 
therefore he with reafon gave it a name anfwerable to that* of the other mouth, where 
he was in no lefs danger, as was laid above. But it plegfed God, that what they moft 
dreaded fhpuiJ be their greateft fafety, the ftrength of the current carrying them oft*. 
Th#Wgfore on Monday the 17 th of Auguft, he began to fail weftward alqng tfie coaft 
of ferity in order' to ftand over afterwards for Hilpahiola, givihg thanks to 1 God, who 
delivered him from fo many troubles and dangers, ftSll fhewmg him new countries foil 
of peaceable people and great wealth, efpecialfy that* which fie certainly concluded to be 
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the continent* becaufeof the great extent of that gulph of pearls, of the rivers that 
ran ftpm ft,df die Tea, whichwas, all fweet.water; and by the authority of Efdras, 
inthepighih chstpter of the 4th .bohk ; #here he feys, that dividing the globe into 
feven parts, only one of them is>c<Mrered with water; for all the Indians of the 
Caribbee illaads had Isold him, there was a vaft land fouthward. 

CHAP. LXXIIL— How the Admiral flood, over from , the Continent to Hifpaniola. 

THE admiral JaiHhg along weftward on the coaft of Park, ftill fell farther off from 
it towards the north-weft, the currents in being calm driving him that way ; fo’that 
on Wednefday the 15th of Auguft, he left .the cape, he called De las Conchas, or of 
Shells, fotith of him, and the ifland Margarita weft, which name he gave this ifland, 
perhaps by divine infpiration, becaufc clofe by it lies that of Cubagua, where an 
infinite quantity of pearls has been found ; and in Hifpaniola and Jamaica; at his re¬ 
turn he called fome Mountains of Gold, where afterwards was found tl% greateft 
quantity and largeft pieces* that ever were carried from thence into Spain. Brit ,to re¬ 
turn to his voyage, he held on his courfe by fix iflands, which he called Las Gardes, 
or The Guards, and three others more to the north, Los Teftigos, or 'The Witnelfes. 
And though they ftill difeovered much land of Park .weftward, yet the admiral 
fays, he could not from this time give fuch an account of it as he could wifh, becaufe 
.through overmuch watching, his eyes were inflamed, and therefore was forced to take 
moft of his obfervations from the failors and pilots. He alfo fays, that this fame 
night,‘being Thurfday the 16th of Auguft, the compares which till now had not 
varilH, did at this time, at leaft a point and a half, and fome of them two points* 
wherein there could be no miftake, becaufe feveral perfons had always watched to ©b- 
ferve its*. Admiring at this, and grieved that he had not the opportunity of follow¬ 
ing the courfe of the continent, he held on north-weft, till on Monday the-gzoth 
of Auguft he came to anchor between Beaca and Hifpaniola; whence he fast a 
letter by fome Indians to his brother the Adelantodo, acquainting him with his fafe 
arrival and fuccefs. He was furprized to find himfelf fo far weftward; for though 
he knew the force of the currents failed, yet he did not think it had been fo much. 
Therefore to the end his provifions might not fail him in time of need, he flood to 
the eaftward for S. Domingo, into which harbour he failed on the 30th of Auguft; 
for here the lieutenant his brother had appointed the city to be built on the eaft-fide of^ 
the river, where it ftands at prefent, ;uid was.called Santo Domingo in memory of his 
father, whofe name was Dominick. 

CHAP. LXXIV .— The Rebellion and Troubles the Admiral met with in Hifpaniola , 
raifed by the wickednifs of one Francis Roldan , whom he had left as Alcalde Mayors 
or Chief Jtiflicc. 

THE admiral being come to S. Domingo, almoft blind with eyer-waichfog, he 
hoped there *to left himfelf after his voyage, and find peace among^ikpeople, but 
found nil. quite contrary, for all the people in the ifland were in diforckr and rebel¬ 
lion ; for abundance of thofe he‘had' left were dead, and of thofe that remained, above 
one hundredand fijety were lick of the French pox, ^ad beftdes l&tt many weM*i!f 
rebellion wth Roldan, he found not the thi^e fSbups, vi^Taid he feat before him from 
the Canary iflands. Of thefe t^ings^it is requifite we fpaak orderly, beginning iron* 
the time the admiral fet out for Spain, which as we kid, was jn March 1496, thirty 
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months before his return; the firft part of which time the people continued pretty 
quiet, in hopes of his return, and of being fpeedily relieved: But the firft year .being 
paffed, the Spaniih provifions failing, and ficknefs and.fufferings increafing, they 
began to be diflatisfied with what was*, and to defpair of any better; fo that the com¬ 
plaints of many difcontented perfcms were heard, who never want fomebody to ftir 
them uf, defiring to be head of a party, as was now done by one Francis Roldan, bqrn 
at Torre de D. Ximeno, whom the admiral had left in fuch power among both Chrif- 
tians and Indians, by making him chief juftice, that he was as much obeyed as him- 
felf. For this reafon it is to be fuppofed there was not that good underftanding be¬ 
tween him and the admiral’s lieutenant, as ought to have been for the publick 
good, as time and experience made it appear. For the admiral, neither returning 
himfelf, nor fending any fupplies, this Roldan began to think of pofielfing himfelf 
of the iftand, defigning for this purpofe to murder the admiral’s brothers, as thole 
that could beft oppofe his rebellion, and waited an opportunity to put this in execu¬ 
tion. It.happened that the lieutenant of the ifland, one of the admiral’s brothers, went 
to a province in the weft, called Xaragua, eighty leagues from Ifabella, where 
the faid Roldan remained in his employ, but fubordinate to D. James, fecond brother 
to the admiral. This Roldan was fo offended at, that whilft the lieutenant was taking 
order how the kings of the ifland Ihould pay tribute to their Catholick Majefties, as 
the admiral had rated all the Indians, Orlando began underhand to draw fome of 
them over to his party. But that it might not prove fatal to rife on a fudden, and, 
without fome pretence; that which Roldan laid hold of was, that there was a caraval 
alhore at Ifabella, built by the lieutenant of the ifland, to fend to Spain in cafe of 
necefiity, and there being no launching of it for want of tackle and other neceflSries, 
Roldan feigned and gave out there was fome other reafon for it, and that it behoved 
the publick, that caraval Ihould be fitted out, that fome of them might go to Spain in 
it, to give an account of their fufferings. Thus, upon pretence of the publick good, 
he preffed that it might be launched, and I). James Columbus not confenting to it 
for want of tackle, as has been faid, Roldan began more boldly to treat with fome 
about launching the caraval in defpite of him; telling thofc he thought to agree with 
him, that if the lieutenant and 1 ). James were difpleaied at it, the reafon was becaufe 
they would fecure to themfelves the dominion of the country, and keep them in 
fubjection, without any Ihip that might carry the news of their revolt to their Catho- 
Jick Majefties. And fince they were fatisfied and convinced of the cruelty and ill- 
nature of the lieutenant, and what a reftlefs life he led them, building towns and 
forts, and that they had no hopes of the admiral’s coming with fupplies, it was fit 
they Ihould take that caraval and procure their liberty, and not fuft'er themfelves under 
pretence of pay, which they never received, to be kept under by a foreigner, wheritas it 
was in their power to live at eai’e and in plenty; for that whatfoever could be had in the 
ifland would be equally divided among them, and they would be ferved by the Indians 
«te their own content, without being fo much in fubjection that they could not take to 
wife any Indian ■woman they pleated. That the lieutenant made them keep the three 
vows of religi&us men; and befides that, they wanted not for falts and difeiplines, 
as alfo imprifonment, and other punilhments, which they endured for the leaft fault. 
Therefor^, fince he had the rod of juftice and regal authority, which fecured them 
Tigwiaft any thing that might befiil them on this account, he advifed them to do what 
he dire&ed, wherein they could not do amifs. With thefe and the like words, pro¬ 
ceeding from the hatred h« bore the lieutenant*, he tfrew io many over to his own 
party, that one day wfyen the lieutenant was come hack from Xaragua to Ifabella, 
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lome of them refolded to ftab him, looking upon it as fo eafy a matter, that they 
had provided a halter to hang him up after he was dead. What at prefent the 
more incenfed them, was /he imprifoning of one Barahona, a friend to the confpi- 
rators, againft whom, if God had not put it into the heart of the lieutenant not to 
proceed to execution of juftice at that time, they had then certainly murdered him. 

CHAP. LXXV. — How Francis Roldan endeavoured to make the Town of Conception 

mutiny , and plundered l/abella. 

FRANCIS ROLDAN, perceiving he had miffed of the murder of the lieutenant, 
and his confpiracy was difeovered, he refolved to poffefs himfelf of the town a:ui 
fort of The Conception, thinking from thence he might eafily fubdue the ifland. it 
fell out conveniently for his defign, that he was near the laid town; for whilft the 
lieutenant was aboard, he had been fent with forty men about that province, to reduce 
the Indians that had revolted, with the fame defign of making themfelves mailers of 
that town, and deltroying the Chriltians. So that Roldan, under pretence of putting 
a Hop to this evil, and punifhiug the Indians, gathered his men at the relidence of one 
of their caciques, called Marche, deligning to put his projecl in execution upon the 
firII opportunity. But Ballelter, the commander of the fort, having fome jeaioufy of 
him, he flood upon his guard, and acquainted the lieutenant of the* ifland with the 
( danger he was in, who with all fpecd, and what men he could gather, threw himfelf 
into the fort. Thither Roldan came upon a fife conduct, now his confpiracy was dif¬ 
eovered, rather to obforve by the lieutenant what might do him harm, than through 
any defire of coming to an accommodation, and with more boldnels and impudence 
than became him, required the lieutenant to caufc the caraval to be launched, or give 
him leave to launch it, which lie and his friends would do. The lieutenant incenfed 
at thefe words, anfwered, that neither he nor his friends were feamen, or knew what 
was proper to be done in that cafe; and that though they had known how to launch 
it, yet they could not fail in her for want of rigging and other neceffaries, and 
therefore it would be onl) expofing the men and the caraval. And, forafmuch as 
the lieutenant, underftood that affair, as a feaman, and they not being fuch, knew 
nothing ol it, therefore they varied in their judgments. Thefe, and other difpleafmg 
words having palled between them, Roldan went away in a paffion, refufing to quit his 
rod of juftice, or Hand trial, as the lieutenant ordered, laying, he would do both, 
when Their Majefties, whole the ifland was, commanded him; knowing he could ex¬ 
pert no juftice from him, becaule of the hatred he bore him, but that right, or 
wrong, he would find means to put him to death with fhame: that in the mean 
while, not to exceed the bounds of reafon, he would go and refide where he fhould 
bid him. But he at prefent appointing him the refidence of the cacique James Colon, 
he refufed it, faying, there were not provifions there for his men, and that he 
would find a more convenient place. He fet out towards Ifabella, and having 
thered fixty five men, perceiving he could not launch the caraval, he plundered the 
magazines, *he and his followers taking away what arms, fluffs, provifions they 
thought fit; D. Jjpncs Colon, who was there, not being able to oppofe him, but 
would have been in danger, had he not retired to the fort with fome friends and fer- 
vants. Yet in the procefs afterwards drawn up on this fubjedl, there were’fomejbat 
depofed, that* Roldan promifed to fubmit to him, provided he would take his part 
againft his own brother: which he refufing, and Roldan not being able to do him 
any further harm, as alfo feaVing the fuccours that were coming from the lieutenant, 
vol. xii. P he 
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he went out of town with all the mutineers, and falling on the cattle that grazed 
thereabouts, they killed fuch as they liked to eat, and took the beafts of burden to 
ferve them in their journey, refolving to go into the province of Xaragua, whence 
the lieutenant was lately come defignfng to fettle there, that being the pleafanteft 
and moft plentiful part of the iflarfd; the people here being more civilized and 
wifer than the reft of the natives of Hifpaniola ; but above all, becaufe the women 
were the handfomeft, and of the moft pleafing converfation of any others; which moft: 
invited them to go thither. But that they might not go without making trial of their 
ftrength, before the lieutenant could increafe his power, and punilh them as they de¬ 
ferred, they refolved to take the town of 'File Conception in their way, to furprize it, 
and kill the lieutenant; and in cafe this did not fucceed, to beftege him. The lieute¬ 
nant having intelligence of their defign, flood upon his guard, encouraging his men 
with good words, and promifing them many gifts, and each of them two flavcs. And 
torafmuch as he underftood, that moft of thol’e that were with him liked the life 
Roldan and his men led, fo well, that many of them gave ear to his meflages; there¬ 
fore Roldan having conceived hopes that they would all go over to him, had the 
boldnefs to undertake that enterprize, which did not fucceed as he expected. For 
the lieutenant having provided, as has been laid, being himfelf a man of great refo- 
lution, and having the beft men on his fide, was refolved to do that by force of 
arms, which he could not compafs by fair means and arguments. Having therefore 
gathered his men together, he marched out of town to attack the rebels on the road. 


CHAP. LXX Vi. — How Francis Roldan inccnfed the Indians againjl the Lieutenant , 
and went away with his Men to Xaragua. 

FRANCIS ROLDAN, perceiving he was fo difappointed, and that not one of the 
lieutenant’s men came over to him, as he had expected, refolved to retire in time, and 
go away to Xaragua, as he deligned at iirll, not daring to meet him, yet prefumed 
to talk contemptibly of him, and t$> ftir up the Indians, wherever he went, to rebel 
againft him, telling them, the cattle of his forlaking him was his being a man naturally 
revengeful and morofe, as well towards the Chrillians as Indians ; and abominably 
covetous, impofmg great burdens and tributes on them ; which if they bore with, he 
would increafe every year, though againft Their Catholic Maid lies’ will; who required 
nothing of their fubjcds but obedience, maintaining them in juftice, liberty and peace; 
which, if they feared they fhould not be able to maintain, he with his friends and fol¬ 
lowers, would allill them to aftert. and would declare himfelf their protector and de¬ 
liverer. After which, they 1 [hived to fa-bid paying the tribute, we laid, had been im- 
pofed on them, by which means it could not be gathered of thofe that dwelt far frbm 
the lieutenant, nor durft lie exact it of thofe near about him, for fear of provoking 
them to join with the rebels. Yet this condefcenfion towards them had not fo good 
rarefied, but that as loon as the lieutenant was gone from 1 lie Conception, Guarionex, 
who was the principal cacique of that province, with the alii (lance of Roldan, refolved 
to beftege the fcflt, and deltroy the Chrillians that kept it. The better to effect it, he 
drew together all the caciques of his party, and agreed with them privately, that 
every one/fhould kill thofe that were within his precind, becaufe the territories in 
fljljwmiola being too final 1 for any of them to maintain a great number of people, 
the Chrillians had been obliged to divide themfelves into finall parcels of eight or 
nine in each liberty. This*- gave the Indians hopes, {hat furprifing them all at the 
fame time, they might h^vc it in their power to fuller none to efcape. But they hilv- 
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ing no other way of fixing a time, or ordering any thing clfe that requires counting, 
but only by their fingers, they refolved, that every one fhould be ready to deftroy 
the Qhnftians at the next full moon. Guarionex having thus difpofed his caciques to 
put this in execution, the chiefeft of them being defirous to gain honour, and look¬ 
ing upon the matter as very eafy, and being no good aftronomers, to know when the 
fujl mooh was, fell on before the time appointed, and were forced to fly, after many 
blows. He thinking to find afliftance in Guarionex, found his otyn ruin; for he 
put him to death, as he had deferved, for having caufed the conlpiracy to be dil- 
covered, and the Chriftians to be upon their guard. The rebels were not a little con¬ 
cerned at this mifcarriage; for, as was reported, it had been contrived with their con- 
fcnt, and therefore they waited to lee, whether Guarionex brought affairs to fuch 
terms, that joining with him they might ‘deftroy the lieutenant: but perceiving.this 
did not fucceed, they thought not themfelves fecure in the province where they were, 
but went away to Xaragua, ftill proclaiming themfelves protedors of the Indians; 
whereas they were thieves in their adions and inclinations, having no regard for God 
or the world, but following their inordinate appetites; for every one ftole v.'hat he 
could, and Roldan their loader more than all of them, perfuading and commanding 
every cacique to entertain him, that could and would defend the Indians and rebels 
from paying the tribute the lieutenant demanded of them, though at the fame time 
he under this pretence took much more from them ; for from only one cacique, 

, whofe name was Manicaotex, he received every three months, a calabafh, containing 
three marks of pure gold, that is, a pound and a half, and to be the more fure of 
him, kept his fon and nephew as hoftages. lie that reads this, mull not w’ondcr 
that we reduce {he marks of gold to the meafure of a calabafh, which we do to fhew, 
that the Indians in thefc cafes dealt by meafure, becaufe they never had an)’weights. 

CHAP., LX XVII. — Hoie the Ships came from Spain <ieith Proei/ions and Supplies. 

THE Chriftians being thus divided, as has been laid, and no flaps yet coming 
from Spain with fupplies, neither the lieutenant*nor his brother I). James, could 
keep the people quiet that had remained with them; for moft of them being mean 
perfons, and defirous to lead that cafy life Roldan promifed them, they durft not 
punifh the guilty, for fear of being forfaken; which made them fo infolent, that it 
was impojlible to keep them in order, and therefore they were forced to bear u'ith the 
affronts of the rebels. But it being God’s will to afford them fome comfort, it pleafed 
him to order that the two flaps fhould arrive^ which, as was laid before, had been fent 
a year after the admiral’s departure from the Indies,* not without great application ufed 
by him at court for fitting them out; for he, confidering the nature of the country, 
the difpofitions of the people he left behind, and the great danger that might accrue 
frhm his long abfence, prefled for, and obtained of Their Catholic Majefties, that 
thofe two flips might be fent before, of eighteen he had been ordered to fit out. 
The arrival of thefe, the fupplies they brought of men and provifiqns, and the afiur- 
ance that the admiral was fafe arrived in Spain, encouraged thofe that were with the 
lieutenant to ferve him more faithfully, and made thofe that followed Roldan, appre- 
henfive of being punifhed. Thfefe being defirous to hear news, and furnilh themfelves 
with what they wanted, refolved to repair to St. Domingo, where the flips had..ftrr 
in, hoping to draw fome of the men over to their party. But the lieutenant having- 
intelligence of their march, and. being nearer that harbour,he moved towards them to 
hinder their paffage; and having left guards on the paffes, went to the port to fee 
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the fhips, and order the affairs of that places And being defirous the admiral fhould 
find the ifland in a'peaceable condition, and all troubles ended, he again made; new 
overtures to Roldan, who was fix leagues off with his men, fending to him fqp this 
purpofe the commander of the' two fhips lately arrived, whofe name was Peter Fer¬ 
nandez Coronel; as well becaufe hfc was a man of worth and in authority, as becaufe 
he hoped his words would prove,..more effectual, fince he as an eye-witnefs, coy Id 
certify him of. the admiral’s arrival in Spain, the good reception he had found, and 
the willingnefs Their Majeflies exprefled to make him (till greater. But the chief 
men among them, fearing the impreflion this meffenger might make upon their fol¬ 
lowers, would not fuffer him to fpeak in publick; lb that they received him with 
their bows and arrows on the road, and he could only fpeak feme few words to 
thofe that were appointed to hear him. Thus having done nothing, he returned to 
the town, and the rebels to their quarters in Xaragua, not without apprehenfions, left 
Roldan and'fome of the principal men of his gang, fhould write to their friends that 
were with the lieutenant, defiring them when the admiral came, to intercede for them, 
fince all their complaints were again It the lieutenant, and not againft the admiral liim- 
felf, for which reafon thev defired to be rellorod to his favour. 

CHAP. LXXVJII. — How the thru Ships ih Admiral fait from tk Canary yin:, Is 

arrived inhere tin Rebels 'uv/r. 

HAVING f; rokc of the arriv.d ft the two lhips the admiral lent from Spain to 
Hifpaniola, it is fit we give an accou: f ci tiie tiiree that parted irom him at the 
Canary iihuuls, which proceeded mi their voyage with fair winds till tjiey came to the 
Carihbee iflands, which are the firft that failors meet with in their w:q to the port of 
St. Domingo. The pilots then not being to well acquainted with that voyage, as they 
have been fince, it happened they knew not liovv to hit that port, and were carried 
away by the currents fo far to weltward, that they arrived in the province of Xaragua, 
where the rebels were, who as foon as they underltood that thofe fhips were out o! 
their way, and knew nothing of thfir revolt, fomc of them went peaceably aboard, 
pretending they were there by the lieutenant’s orders, the better to be fupplied with 
provifions, and keep that country under. But it being very eafy for a fecret, that is 
among many, to be difeovered, Alonlb Sanchez de Caravajal, who was the fkilfulleff. 
of the captains of thofe fhips, being aware of the rebellion and dilcord, began im¬ 
mediately to make overtures of peace to Francis Roldan, thinking to bring him to 
fubmit to the lieutenant. But the familiar convcrfalion the rebels had before enter¬ 
tained aboard the fhips, was thevaufe that his perfuafions had not the defired effect; 
for Roldan liad privately obtained promifes from many of thofe that came frefli 1 out 
of Spain, that they would flay with him, and by that acceflion he hoped to become 
ftill greater. Caravajal therefore finding things were not in fuch a pofhire that he 
-flight hope for a fpeedv conclufion of what he had in hand, thought it convenient, 
with the advice of the other two captains, that the people they brought under pay to 
work in the wines, and other employments, fhould go by land to St. Domingo, be¬ 
caufe the .winds and currents being fet there againft that voyage, jt was poflible they 
might not perform it in two or three months; lb that' they would not only confume 
'via^provi\ions, but the men might fall fick, and the time be loft, which ought to have 
been employed in the fervice they came for. Having agreed upon this,' it fell to John 
Anthony, Colon his lot, to, march with the men, which were forty, to Arana, to 
fail about with the fhips, and to Caravajal to flay an'd endeavour to bring the rebels 
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to an accommodation. John Anthony Colon fetting forward the fecond day after 
they landed, thofe labourers and vagabonds fent over to work'went away to the rebels, 
leaving their captain with 013ly fix or feven men that ftuck to him. , 5 He feeing their 
hafe infidelity, without apprehending any danger went to Roldan, and told him, that 
fince he pretended to promote the fervice of Their Catholic Majefties, it was not reafon- 
able he fhould fuffer thofe men that were come to people and cultivate the country, 
and to follow their callings with wages in hand, to flay there and |ofe their time, 
without doing any thing of that they were obliged to; and that if he had turned them 
away, it had been a token that his words and his actions agreed; that his flaying there 
caufed the divifion and diforder with the lieutenant, and not any inclination in hint to 
obftrocl the Ring’s fervice. But that which had happened turning to the account of 
Roldan and his followers, as veil for the* carrying on their defign, as becaufe the 
crime committed by many is generally foonelt connived at; he excufed himfelf as 
to that point, laying, he jeould not ufe violence towards them, and that his was a re¬ 
ligious order, which refilled no man. John Anthony knowing it was not the part of 
a difcrcet man to expofe himfelf to the danger of profiling farther without hopes of 
fucccfs, refolved to go aboard again with thofe few that followed him; and there¬ 
fore that they might not be lerved fb by thofe that were left, they two captains 
failed immediately with their two fhips towards St. Domingo, with the wind as con¬ 
trary as they had feared ; for they fpent many days, lpoiled their‘provilions, and 
t Caravajal’s fliip was much damaged upon certain fands, where fhe loll her rudder 
and Jpruiig a leak, fo that they had much to do to bring her in. 

CHAP. LXXIX.— Hoiv the Captains of the Ships that came from Xaragua, found 

the Admiral at St. Domingo. 

THE captains with their fhips arriving at St. Domingo, in their return from 
Xaragua, found the admiral there, after his difeovery of the continent. He being 
fully informal of the condition of the rebels, and having feen the procefs his lieu¬ 
tenant had made again!!, them, though the crim£ was plainly made out to deferve 
ievere punilhii'.ent, yet he thought fit tv) form a new procefs, and give Their Majefties 
an account of it, relblving at the lame time to ufe all the moderation he could in 
this matter, and endeavouring to reduce them by fair means. For which reafon, 
and that neither they ror*any others might have eaufe to complain of him, or fay 
he kept them th< re by force, he made proclamation on the 12th’of September, giv¬ 
ing leave to all that would return to Spaiy, and proiniiing them free paffage and 
pravifions. And being informed on the otlnr hand, that Roldan was coming to¬ 
wards St. Domingo with fume of his men, he ordered Michael Ballefler, commander 
of 'Fhe Conception, to fecure his own town and fort; and in cafe Roldan came that 
way, he fhould tell him from the admiral, that he was much concerned at his buffer¬ 
ings and all that was paft, and woulil have n> more laid of it, granting a general- 
pardon to all, and defiring him to come away immediately to the admiral, without 
fearing any‘thing, that by his advice things might be ordered, as was fer Their Majef¬ 
ties fervice; and ij lie required any fafe conduct, he would fend it him in finch form 
as he required. Ballefler returned anfwer on the 14th of February, that he had 
received certain information, that Riquelme was the day before come to the* town-*flf 
Bonao, and that Adrian and Roldan, who were the ring-leaders, would meet there in 
feven or eight days, at which time lie might there apprehend them, as he did. For 
hating jfifeourfed them according to the inllructions given him, he found them ob- 
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ftinatd and unmannerly, Roldan telling him, they were not come to treat, nor did 
they defire, or care for peace, for he had the admiral and his authority at his beck, 
either to fupport, or fupprefs it, as he pleafed; and that they muff not talk to him of 
any accommodation, till they had feRt him all the Indians taken at the fiege of The 
Conception, fince they had met together to ferve the King, and upon his promife of 
fecurity. Other things he added, by which it appeared l\e would make no agreement, 
but what ,.was much to his advantage. To this purpofe he demanded, that the ad¬ 
miral fhouid fend Caravajal to him, becaufe he would treat with no other but him, he 
being a man that would hear reafon, and had diferetion, as he had found by experi¬ 
ence, when the three Ihips, as has been faid, were at Xaragua. This anfwer made the 
admiral fufpect Caravajal, and not without much caufe. 

Fir ft, becaufe before Caravajal was at Xaragua, where thel'e rebels then were, they 
had often writ and fent melfages to their friends that were with the lieutenant, telling 
them, they would come and deliver themfelves up to the admjral as foon as he arrived, 
and therefore they defired them to intercede for them, -and appeafe him. 

Secondly , becaufe, fince they did this, as foon as they heard there were two Ihips 
come to the afiiftance of the lieutenant, they had much more caufe to perform it, 
knowing the admiral was not come, had not the long conference Caravajal had with 
them prevented it. 

Thirdly , becaufe if he would have done his duty, he might have kept Roldan, 
and the chief men of his gang prifoners, aboard his caraval, they having been two 
days aboard without any fecurity given. 

Fourthly , becaufe knowing as lie did, that they were in rebellion, he ought not 
to fuffer them to buy aboard the (hips, as they did, fifty-fix fwords, and fixfy crofs- 
bows. 

Fifthly , becaufe there being fomc proofs that the men who were to land with 
John Anthony to go to St. Domingo, w'ould join the rebels, he ought not to fuller 
them to land, or at leaft when they were gone over to them, he ought to have been 
more induftrious to endeavour to recover them. 

Sixthly, becaufe he gave out that he came to the Indies as companion to the ad¬ 
miral, that nothing might be done without him, for fear the admiral,fhouid commit 
fome offence. 

Seventhly, becaufe Roldan had writ to the admiral by Caravajal himfclf, acquainting 
him, that he was drawing near to St. Domingo with his meh, by the advice of Cara¬ 
vajal, to be the nearer to treat of an accommodation, when the admiral arrived in Uif- 
paniola ; and now he was come, his actions not fuiting with his letter, it appeared he 
had rather invited him to come thither, to the end that if the admiral had been long 
coming, or had not come at all, he, as the admiral’s affociate, and Roldan as chief 
juftice, might govern the ifland in defpite of the lieutenant. 

Eighthly, becaufe at the fame time that the other captains came with the three cata- 
jtals to St. Domingo, he came by land attended by a guard of the rebels, and one of 
the chief of them called Gamir, who had been two days and two nights with him aboard 
his (hip. «. t *■ 

Ninthly, becaufe he writ to the rebels w hen they came to Bqnao, and fent them 
prefents and provifions. 

^dl'enthfy and laftly, becaufe, befides that the faid rebels would not treat with any 
body but him, they all unanimoufly faid, if there had been occafion, they would have 
taken him for their captain.. 


Yet 
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Vet the admiral, on the other fide, confidering that Caravajal was a difereet 
prudeut perfon, and a gentleman, and that every one of thofe arguments might be 
anfwered, and perhaps what, he had been told was not true, and looking upon him 
as one that would not do any thing contrary to “his duty, having a great defire to put 
out that fire, he refolved to confult with all the chief men he had about him, about 
Roldan's anfwer, and refolve apon what was to be done on this occafion. All agreeing 
upon it, he lent Caravajal, with Ballefler, to treat, who had no other anfwer from 
Roldan, but that fince they had not brought the Indians he demanded, they fhould 
not without them talk of any accommodation. Caravajal dil'creetly anfwering to thef'c 
words, made fo taking a difcourle, that he moved Roldan and three or four of the 
chief men to go wait upon the admiral and agree with him ; but the others difliking of 
it, as Roldan and the others were mounting their horfes to go with Caravajal to the 
admiral, they fell upon them, faying, they would not allow them to go, and that if 
any agreement was to be made, it Ihould be drawn up in writing, that they might all 
know what was doing: fo that after feme days palled, upon this refolution, on ihe 
20th of October, Roldan, *by the content of all bis men, writ a letter to the admiral, 
laying the blame of their reparation on the lieutenant; and telling the admiral, that 
fince’he had not in writing lent them fecuritv to come and give an account of them- 
ielves, .they had refolved to fend him their demands in writing, which were the reward 
of what they had hitherto done, as fhall appear hereafter. Though their propofals 
were extravagant and infolent, yet the commander Ballelier, the next day, writ to the 
admiral, extolling Caravajal’s moving difeourfe, and faying, that fince it was not of 
force to remove thofe people from their wicked defign, nothing lels than granting them 
what they demanded would prevail; for he found them fo refolute, that he looked 
upon it as molt certain, that molt of the people that were with his lordfhip would go 
over to the rebels. And though he might rely on his fervants and men of honour, yet 
they would not be able to withiland fitch a number, many daily referring to them, 
which the admiral already knew by experience; for when Roldan was near St. Do¬ 
mingo, be mullercd all that were fit to bear arms, if it were requifite, and obferved 
that tome feigning themlelves fick, and Come lame, he had not found above feventy 
men, of which there were not forty that lie could confide in. Tor which realon, the 
next dav being the 17th of October 1-19S, the aiorefaid Roldan, and the chief of his 
followers, who would hnve.gono to the admiral, font him a letter fublcrihed by them, 
telling him, they had withdrawn from the lieutenant to fave their lives, he having a 
defign to deftroy them; and that they being his lordlhip’s fi'rvaiits. whofe coming 
they had expected, as of one that would look upon what they had done, complying 
with their duty, as good forvice, they had hindered ‘their people from doing harm to 
any fhat belonged to his lordfhip, as they might eafily have done. But that fince he 
was come, and was fo far from thinking fo, that he infilled upon taking revenge, and 
doing them harm, that they might with honour do whai they had undertaken, and be 
at liberty to do it, they took leave of him and his fervice. Before this letter was dev 
livered to the admiral, he hail lent Roldan an anfwer. Caravajal, whom he lent to 
him, telling fiim what confidence he always repofed in him, and what »gt,od account 
.lie had given His Cutholic Majelly of them; adding, that he did not write to him, for 
lear of l’ome inconveniency, if Lis letter fhould be feen by the common for{, which 
mightredound.ro his difadvantage; and therefore, inflead of hand and leal, he haif 
fent that perfon to him, in whom he knew how much he confided, and might regard 
what he faid as if it were unde/ his leal, which was the commander Ballelier; and 
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therefore he might confuler what was proper to be done, and he fhould find him moft 
ready to comply. On the 18th of Oftober he ordered five fliips to depart for .Spain, 
fending Their Catholic Majefties by them a moft particular* Recount of affairs, and faying, 
he had kept thofe fliips till then, believing that Roldan and his men would have gone 
away in them, as they had given out at firft; and that the other three he kept with 
him, were fitting out for his brother to go in them to piyrfue the difeovery fif the con¬ 
tinent of Paria, and take order about the fifhery and trade for pearls, a fample whereof 
he fent them by Arogial. 

0 

CI 1 AP. LXXX.— How Francis Roldan went to treat with the Admiral, hut came to 

no Agrccnnutawith him. 

ROLDAN having received the admiral’s letter, anfwered the third day, feeming to 
incline to do all he ordered him; but his men not allowing fiiin to go to treat without 
a fafe conduit, he defired him to fend one, drawn up according to thofe heads he lent 
under his hand, and figned by the chief men about him-. This fafe conduct was 
immediately fent him by the admiral on the 26th of October, and Roldan having 
received it loon came, but rather with a defign to draw i'ome body over to him, than 
to conclude any thing, as appeared by his impudent propofals. Thus he returned 
without conclu'ding any thing, faying, he would give his company an account of 
matters, and write word what they relolved on. And that there might be lbme body 
from the admiral to treat and fign what was agreed on, the admiral’s fteward went with' 
him ; his name was Salamanca. After much talk, Roldan fent articles of agreement 
for the admiral to fubferibe, telling him, that was all he could obtain of his people, 
and if his lordlhip thought tit to grant it, he fhould fend his aifent to The Conception; 
for at Bonao they had no longer provifions to lublilt on, and they would expeCl his 
anfwer till the next Monday. The admiral having read their anivver anil propofals, 
and confidering what difhonourable things they demanded, would not grant them, left 
he fhould bring himfelf, his brothers, and jultice irfelf, into contempt. But that they 
might have no caufe to complain, or fay he was too ftiff in this affair, he ordered a 
general pardon to be proclaimed, and to be thirty days upon the gates of the fort, the 
purport whereof was as follows: 

That forafinuch as during his abfence in Spain, fome difference had happened 
between the lieutenant and the chief juftice Roldan, and ‘other perfons who had fled 
with him, notwithtfanding any thing that had happened, they might all in general, 
and every one in particular, lately come to ferve Their Catholic Majefties, as if no 
difference had ever been; and that whoioever would go into Spain fhould have, his 
pafl'age, and an order to receive his pay, as was ufual with others, provided they.pre- 
fented themfelves before the admiral within thirty days, to receive the benefit, of this 
pardon: proteffing that in cafe they did net appear within the time limited, they fhould 
J?e proceeded againlf according to courfe of law.” 

This pardon, lubfcribed by himfelf, he fent to Roldan by Caravajal, giving him, in 
writing, the rgafbns why he neither could nor ought to grant the articles fent by him, 
and putting him in mind what they ought to do, if they aimed .at Their Majefties’ 
lervice. Caravajal went to the rebels at The Conception, where they were very haughty 
«*u\d proud, laughing at the admiral’s pardon, and laying, he fhould foon have occafion 
to afk one of them. All this happened in the fpace of three weeks, during which time, 
tinder colour of apprehending a man Roldan would execute, they kept the command^ 
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Ballefter befieged in the fort, and cut off his water, believing the want of it would 
oblige him to furrender; but upon Caravajal’s arrival, they raifed the ficge, and after 
many‘altercations made on fcoth fides, came to the following conclufion. 

CHAP. I,XXXI. — The Agreement made between the Admiral and Roldan with his 

. • Rebels. 

THE articles figned and agreed to by Francis Roldan and his company, in order to 
their return to Spain, arc as follows : 

I. “ That the lord admiral give him two good ihips, and in good order, according 
to the judgment of able feamen, to be delivered to him at the port of Xaragua, becaufe 
inoft of his followers were there; and becauTe there is no other port more commodious 
to provide and prepare victualling and other neceffaries, where the faid Roldan and his 
company (hull embark, qnd fail for Spain, if fo God pleafe. 

II. “ That his lordfhip fhall give an order for the payment of the falaries due to 
them all till that day, and* letters of recommendation to Their Catholic Majefties, that 
they may caufe them to be paid. 

III. “• 'That hefhall give them flaves for the fervice they have done in the ifland, and 
their fufferings, and certify the faid gift: and becaule fume of them have women 
big with child, or delivered ; if they carry them away, they fliall paft inftead of fuel) 
(laves they were to have ; and the children fhall be free, and they may take them along 

’ with them. 

IV. “ His lordfhip fhall put into the aforelaid Ihips all the provifions requifite for 
that voyage, as have been given to others before; and becaufe he could not furnifh 
them with bread, the judge and his company have leave to provide in the country, and 
that they have thirty hundred weight of bifket allowed them, or for want of it thirty 
lacks of corn; to the end, that if the carabi or Indian bread fhould fpoil, as might 
ealily happen, they may fubfift upon the aforefaid bifket or corn. 

V. “ "That his lordfhip fhall give a fafe conduct for fuch perfons as fhall come to 
receive the orders for their pay. 

VI. “ Forafmuch as fornc goods belonging to feveral perfons, who are with Roldan, 
have been leized, his lordfliip fliall order reflitution to be made. 

VII. “ That his lordfhip fliall write a letter to Their Catholic Majefties, acquainting 
them, that the faid Roldan's fwine remain in the ifland, for the inhabitants’ provifion, 
being one hundred and twenty great ones, and two hundred and thirty fmall, praying 
Their Highnefs to allow him die price for them they would have bore in the ifland ; the 
which fwine were taken from him in February 1498. 

VIII. “ That his lordfliip fhall give the faid Roldan full authority to fell fome goods 
he has, which he mult part with to go away, or to do with them as he pleafes, or to 
leave them for his own ule with whom he thinks fit, to make the heft of them. 

IX. “ That his lordfhip will order the judges to give fpeedy judgment concerning 
the horfe. 

X. “ That if his lordfhip fliall find the demands of Salamanca to b£ juft, he fliall 
write to the faid fudge to caufe him to be paid. 

XI. “ That his lordfliip fhall*be difeourfed concerning the captain’s flaves. 

XII. “ That forafmuch as the faid Roldan and his company miftruft,* 1 hat lii» 
lordfliip, or fome other perfon by his order, may offer them fome violence, with the 
other Ihips that are in the ifland, he fhall therefore grant them a pafs or fafe conduct, 
promifing in Iheir Majefties’ name, and upon his own faitn, and the word of a gentle* 

vol. xii. q man. 
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man, as is ufcd in Spain, that neither his lordfhip, nor any other perf'on fhall offend 
them, or, obftruft their voyage.” 

“ Having examined this agreement made by Alonfo Sanchez de Caravajal and James 
de Salamanca with Francis Roldan and his company, this day being Wednefday the 
2 iff of November 1498, I am content it be fully obferved, upon condition that the 
faid Francis Roldan, nor any of his followers, in whofe name he fubferibed tjnd 
ratified the articles by him delivered to the aforefaid Alonfo Sanchez de Caravajal and 
James de Salamanca, fhall not receive into their company any other Chriftian of the 
ifland, of any Hate or condition whatfoever.” 

“ 1 Francis Roldan, judge, do promile and engage my faith and word for myfelf 
and all thofe with me, that the articles above mentioned fhall be obferved and fulfilled, 
without any fraud, but faithfully as is here fet down, his lordfhip performing all that 
has been agreed on between Alonfo Sanchez de Caravajal and James tie Salamanca 
and myfelf, as is in the written articles.” 

I. “ That from the day of the date hereof, till the anfwer be brought, for which 
ten days fhall be allowed, I will admit no perf'on whatfoever* of thofe (hat are with the 
lord admiral. 

II. “ That within fifty days after the faid anfwer fhall be delivered to me here in The 
Conception, figned and faded by his lordfhip, which fhall be within the ten days.before 
mentioned, we will embark and fet fail for Spain. 

HI. “ That none of the flaves freely granted us, fhall be carried away by force. 

IV. “ That whereas the admiral will not be at the port where we are to embark, 
the perfoti or perfons his lordfhip fhall fend thither, be honoured and refpected as Their 
Majcffies’ and his lordfliip’s officers, to whom (hall be given an account of all we put 
aboard the fhips, that they may enter it, and do as his lordfhip fhall think fit; as alfo 
to deliver to them fuch things as we have in our hands belonging to Their Majeflies. 
All the aforefaid articles are to be fubferibed and performed by his lordfhip, as Alonfo 
Sanchez de Caravajal and James de Salamanca have them in writing; the anfwer 
whereof I expect here at The Conception for eight days to come; and if it be not then 
brought, I fhall not be obliged to any thing here mentioned.” 

“ In teflimony whereof, and that I and my company may obl’erve and perform 
what 1 have faid, 1 have fubferibed this writing. Given at The Conception, on the 
16th of November 1498.” 


CHAP. LX XXII. — How after the Agreement concluded, the Rebels went away to 
Xaragua, faying, they would embark o'n the two Ships Jlnt them by the Admiral. 

THINGS being adjufled as above, Caravajal and Salamanca returned to St. -Do¬ 
mingo to the admiral, and at their requeft, on the 2 iff of November, he fubferibed 
the aforefaid articles brought by them, and granted a new fafe conduct or leave to all 
« 4 hofe that would not go to Spain with Roldan, promifing them pay, or the liberty of 
planters, as they liked bed, and for others to come freely to manage their affairs. 
Thefe the CafUllan Ballefler delivered to Roldan and his company at The Conception, 
on the 24th of November, and they having received them, went away toward 
Xaragua, ( to prepare for their departure, as was afterwards known. And though the 
Sfimiral was fenfible of their villainy, and much concerned that the good fervice his 
brother might have done in continuing the difeovery of the continent of Paria, and 
fettling the pearl fifhery and trade, was obftrusted by giving them thofe fhips, yet he 
would not give the rebels occafion to blame him, faying, he had refufed them their 
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pafiage. He began therefore prefently to fit out the fiiips as had been agreed, though 
the equipment was fomewhat retarded for want of neceflaries. To fupply which 
dtefeft, and that no time might be loft, he ordered Caravajal to go over by land to 
provide and difpofe all things for the departure of the rebels, whilft the fhips came 
about, giving him ample commiffion for it, refolvi ig himfelf to go foon to Ifabella, to 
fetjle aflaits there, leaving his brother James at St. Domingo, to look to that place. 
After his departure, about the end of January, the two caravals, furnifhed with all 
neceflaries for the voyage, fet out to take up the rebels; but a great ftorm rifmg by 
the way, they were forced to put into another port till the end of March ; and becaul'e 
the caraval Ninna, one of the two, was in the worft condition, and required r.ioft 
repairs, the admiral lent orders to Peter de Arana and Francis de Garai to repair to 
Xaragua, with another called Santa Cruz, or the Holy Crofs, aboard which Caravajal 
went, and not by land. He was eleven days by the way, and found the other caraval 
waiting for him. 

CHAP. LXXX 111 . — Ilow the Rebels altered their Refohition of going to Spain, and 
eann to a new Agreement with the Admiral. 

IN .the mean while, the caravals not coming, and moft of Roldan’s men having no 
mind to embark, they took that delay for a pretence to ftay, blaming the admiral, as 
if he had not dil'patched them as foon as he might; whereof he being informed, writ 
to Roldan and Adrian, perfuading them in a friendly manner to perform the agree¬ 
ment, and not fall into difobedience. Befides, Caravajal, who was with them at 
Xaragua, on the 20th of April entered his proteflation before a notary, called Francis 
de Garai, afterwards governor of Panueo and of Jamaica, requiring them, fince the 
admiral had lent the fhips, to accept of them, and embark according to articles. And 
becaul'e they would not, on the 25th of April he ordered the fhips to return to St. 
Domingo, beeaufe they were deftroyed by the worms, and the men fullered much for 
want of provifions. The rebels were no way concerned, *but rather rejoiced and grew 
haughty, feeing fuch account was made of them, and were fo far from acknowledging 
the admiral’s civility, that they laid it to his charge in writing, that it was through his 
fault they Haiti, faying, he had a mind to be revenged on them, and had therefore 
delayed the fending of the caravals, which were in fuch ill cafe, that it u-as impollible 
they fhould go in them to* Spain ; and that though they had been never fo good, their 
provifions were lpcnt expecting them, and they could not get.more under a long 
while, for which realon they had refolved to expert redrels from Their Majefties. 
Caravajal returned with this anfwer by land*to St. Domingo, to whom, at the time of 
his* departure, Roldan faid, he would willingly go wait on the admiral, to endeavour 
for fuch an accommodation as might pleafe all parties, provided he would fend him his 
life condurt. Caravajal fent the admiral word of it from St. Domingo on the 15th of 
May, who anfwered on the 21 ft, commending him for the pains he took, arid fent the 
fafe condurt he required, with a fhort letter to Roldan, though very pithy, perfuading 
him to peaee, fubmifiion, and Their Majefties’ fervice; which he afterwards repeated 
at St. Domingo*njore at large on the 29th of June ; and on the 3d of Auguft, fix or 
feven of the chief men about *the admiral lent Roldan another fafe condurt, that he 
might come to treat with his lordfhip. But the diltance being great, and the admiptl. 
having occafibn to vilit the country, he refolved to go with two caravals to the port of 
Azua in the fame ifland Hifpaniola, weft of St. Domingo, to be the nearer the pro¬ 
vince where the rebels were, many of whom came to tfie faid port; and the admiral 
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arriving there about the end of Auguii with his ihips, conferred with the chief of 
them, exhorting them to deflit from their ill courfe, and promifing them all p9flible 
favour arid kindnefs, which they promifed to do, provided^ the admiral granted them 
four things, viz. 

I. “ That he lhall fend fifteen of. them to Spain in the firit ihips that went. 

II. “ That to thofe that remained, lie ihould give land and houfes for their pay., 

III. “ That proclamation ihould be made, that all that had happened was caufed 
by falfe fuggeilions, and through the fault of ill men. 

IV. “ That the admiral fhall anew appoint Roldan perpetual judge.” 

This being concluded among them, Roldan returned aihore from the admiral’s 
caraval, and font his companions the articles, which were fo much to their mind, and 
fo unreafonable, that they concluded, fayiilg, in cafe the admiral failed in any part, it 
ihould be lawful for them by force, or any other means, to oblige him to performance. 
The admiral being eager to conclude this difficult matter, whiph had laiied above two 
years; and confidering his adverfaries continued more obflinatc than ever, and that 
many of thofe, who were with him, had a mind to join companies, and conlpire to¬ 
gether, to go to other parts of the ifland, as Roldan had done; he refolved to iign 
the articles whatfoever they were, viz. To grant Roldan a patent for perpetual judge, 
and the other three above-mentioned particulars, beiidcs all they had lent in waiting, 
a copy whereof -was inferred above. On Tueiday following, being the 5th of No¬ 
vember, Roldan to cxercile his office, and accordingly it being a part of his grant, he 
conilituted Peter Riquelme judge of Bonao, with power to imprifon otlenders in 
criminal cafes, but that he ihould fend criminals upon life and death, to be tried by 
him at the fort of The Conception. The (ubilitute being no honelter tlun his 
mailer, he prelently went about to build a itrong houfe at Bonao, had not Peter 
de Arana forbid him, becaufe he plainly perceived it was contrary to the refpect due 
to the admiral. 

CHAP. LXXXIV. — 11 010 Ojeda, returning from bis Difovcry, excited new Troubles 

in Hifpaniohi. 

TO return to the courfe of our hiilory, the admiral having adjulted matters with 
Roldan, appointed a captain with foinc men to march about the ifland to pacify it, 
and reduce the Indians to pay the tribute, and be always in !i reading's, that upon the 
lead mutiny among t.hc Chrillians, ami fign of rebellion among the Indians, he might 
fupprefs and punifh them, which he did \Vith a deflgn to go himfclf over to Spain, 
and carry with him his brother the Jieutentlnt, becaufe it would be difficult, if he were 
left behind, to forget old grudges. As he was preparing for his voyage, Alonib«de 
Ojeda, who had been difeovering with four ihips, arrived in the ifland. And for- 
almuch as this fort of men failed about to make their fortune, on the 5th of September 
he put into the port the Chrillians called Brafil, and the Indians Yaquimo, defigning 
Intake what he could from the Indians, and load with wood and flaves. Whilit he 
was thus employed, he did all the harm he could; and to ihew he was a Jimb of the 
biihop we have* mentioned, endeavoured to raife another mutiny, ' gave out, that 
Queen Ifabel or Elizabeth was ready to die; and as foon as ihe was dead, there would 
. b^.nobody left to fupport the admiral, and that he, as a faithful fervant to the laid 
biihop, might do what he pleafed againfl the admiral, becaufe of the enm'ity there was 
between them. Upon thefe grounds he began to write to fome that were not very 
found, after the late troubles, and to hold correfpondence with them. But Roldan 
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being informed of his proceedings anti defigns, by the admiral’s order, went againfi 
him yfith twenty-one men, to prevent him doing the harm he intended. Being come 
within a league and a half pf him, on the 29th of September, he underftood he was 
with fifteen men at a cacique’s, whofe name* was Haniguaaba, making bread and 
bilker; and therefore he travelled that night to rtirprize him. Ojeda undcrltanding 
thqjt Roldan was coming upon him, and being too weak to oppofe him, to make the 
heft of a bad cafe, went to meet him, faying, want of provifions had brought him 
thither, to fupply himfelf in the King his mailer’s dominions, without defigning any 
harm. And giving him an account of his voyage, laid, he had been difcovering fix 
hundred leagues wellward along the coalt of Paria, where he found people that fought 
the Chriftians even hand, and had wounded twenty of his men ; for which reafon he 
could make no advantage of the wealth of the country, where he faid he had feen 
deer and rabbits and tygers’ Ikins and paws and gaaninies, all which he lliewed 
Roldan aboard the caravals, faving, he would loon repair to St. Domingo to give the 
admiral an account of all. He at this time was much troubled, becaufe Peter de 
Arana had lignified to him, that Riquelme, judge of llonao, for Roldan, under 
colour of building a houfe for his herds, had made choice of a flrong rock, that he 
might from thence, with a few men, do all the harm he thought fit; that he had 
forbid, him: whereupon Riquelme had drawn up a proccfs, attelled by witneifes 
againfi him, and fent it to the admiral, complaining that Arana ufed violence 
.againfi him, and praying relief, that no diforder might happen among them. Here¬ 
upon, though the admiral knew that man was not of a quiet difpolition, yet he thought 
tit to conceal his jealoufy, yet lb as to be upon his guard ; being of opinion it was 
enough to provide againfi Ojeda’s open intrufion, without taking notice of that which 
might tolerably be connived at. Ojeda holding his wicked pttrpofe, and taking leave 
of Roldan in February 1500, went away with his fhips to Xaragua, where a great 
many ot thofc lived, who had before rebelled with Roldan. And becaufe avarice is 
the moll beneficial and ready way to promote any mifehief, he began to give out 
among tliofe people, that Their Catholic Majefiies had appointed him and Caravajal the 
admiral’s counlellors, that they might not fuller him to do any thing, which they did 
not think was for Their Majefiies’ fervice ; and that among many other things they had 
ordered him to do, one was, that he fhould immediately pay in ready money, all 
thole that were in the iflami in their fervice ; and fince the admiral was not fo juft as to 
do it, he w'as ready to go along with them to St. Domingo, to oblige him to pay them 
out of hand ; anil that done, if thev thought^ fit, to turn him out oi the illand dead or 
alive ; for they ought not to rely on the agreement made, or the word he had given 
them, for he would keep it no longer than necefiitv obliged him to it. Upon thefe 
promiles, many refolved to follow him; and therefore, being afiifled by them, lie one 
night fell upon others who oppofed him, and there were fome killed and wounded on 
both fides. And being fatisfied that Roldan, who was returned to the admiral’s 
fervice, would not join with them, they reloK vd to fur prize and make him prifoner: 
but he, being informed of their defign, went well attended w here Ojeda was, to put 
a flop to histliforders, or punifh him, as he fhould find expedient. Ojuda, for fear of 
him, retired to his, (hips, and Roldan continuing afliore, they treated about a con¬ 
ference ; each of them fearing fo put himlelf into the power of the other., Roldan 
perceiving that Ojeda was unwilling to come afliore, he offered to go treat with him 
aboard: to which purpofe he fent to afk his boat, which he fent him well manned, 
and having taken in Roldan with fix or feven of his followers, when they lead fuf- 
pefled it, Roldan and his peopfe on a fudden fell upon Ojeda’s men, with their naked 
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fwords, and killing fome and wounding others, made themfelves matters of the boar, 
returning with it to land, Ojeda having only a linall fluff left him, in which he rqfolved 
to come peaceably to treat with Roldan. Having made fpme excule for his offences, 
he agreed to reltore fome men he had taken by force, that his boat and men might be 
returned him; alleging, if it were dot rellored, it would be the ruin of them all and 
their fhips, becaul'e he had no other fit to ferve them. Roldan readily granted it, 
that he might have no caufe to complain, or fay, he was loft through his means; yet 
making him promil'e and give fecurity that he would depart the ifland by a time ap¬ 
pointed, as he was obliged to do, by the good guard Roldan kept alhore. But as it is 
a hard matter to root out cockle, fo that it may not fprout up again ; fo it is no lefs 
difficult for people that have got a habit of doing ill to forbear relapling into their 
crimes, as happened to fome of the rebels a few days after Ojeda was gone. For one 
D. Ferdinand de Guevara, being in dilgrace with the admiral, as a feditious perfon, 
and having taken part with Ojeda, in hatred to Roldan, becaul'e he would not permit 
him to take to wile the daughter of Canua, the principal queen of Xaragua, began to 
gather many confpirators to feettre Roldan, and fucceed him in the ill things he had 
done. Particularly he gained to his party one Adrian de Moxica, a chief man among 
the late rebels, and other wicked men, who, about the middle of July 1300, had 
contrived to fecure or murder Roldan. He having intelligence of the defign, flood 
upon his guard, and ordered his hulinefs fo well, that he ieized the aforeiaid 1 ). Fer¬ 
dinand, Adrian, and the chief men of their party ; and fending the admiral an account 
of what had happened, alked what his pleafure was he flioukl do with them ? The 
anl'wer was, That fince they had endeavoured, without any provocation, to dillurb 
the country, (and if they were not punilhed, every thing mult run to ruin,) he fliould 
punilh them according to their demerits, and as the law directed. The judge did 
it accordingly, and proceeding legally again!! them, hanged Adrian as chief author of 
the confpiracy, banilhed others, and kept I). Ferdinand in priion, till on the 13th of 
June he delivered him, with other prifoners, to Gonfalo Blanco, to carry them to 
la Vega, that is, the Plain, where the admiral then was. This example quieted the 
country, and the Indians again fubmitted themfelves to the Chriftians. Such rich 
gold mines were difeovered, that every man left the King’s pay, and. went away to 
live upon his own account, applying himfelf to dig gold at his own expence, allowing 
the King the third part of all they found. This profpered fo well, that a man has 
gathered five marks (a mark is eight ouru es) of gold in a day, and a grain of pure gold 
has been taken up worth above 196 ducats; and the Indians were lubmiflivc, dreading 
the admiral, and let delimits to pleafe hint, that they readily became Chriftians only to 
oblige him. When any of the thief of them was to appear before him, he en¬ 
deavoured to be dad : and therefore to fettle all things the better, the admiral refolVed 
to take a progrels through the ifland; and accordingly he and his brother and lieu¬ 
tenant let out on Wednesday the 20th of February 1499, and came to Ifabella on the 
■*9th of March. From Ifabella they let out the 5th of April for The Conception, and 
came thither the Tuefday following. The lieutenant went thence for Xaragua, upon 
Friday the 7th of June. On Chriflvnas day following, which was in th<? year 1499, 
being foriaken by all the world, the Indians and rebel Chriftians fell upon me, and I 
was reduced to luch dill refs, that to avoid death, leaving all behind me, I put to fea 
hf a little caraval. But our Lord prefently relieved me, faying, Thou man of little 
faith, fear not, I am with you; and fo he difperfed my enemies, and Ihewed how he 
could fulltl my promifes: unhappy finner that I am, who placed all my hopes on the 
world. From The Conception the admiral defigned to go to St. Domingo, on the 
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of February, in order to make ready to return into Spain to give Their Catholic 
Majellies an account of all things. 

• 

CHAP. I.X XXV.— How their Catholic Majcjl : tr , upon falfc Informations, and mali¬ 
ciousComplaints of fovic Perf oils , font a Judge to take cognizance of Affairs. 

WHILST thefe diforders happened, as has been faid, many of the rebels by let¬ 
ters font from Ilifpaniola, and others tlrat were returned into Spain, did not ccafe to 
give in ialfe informations to the King and his council, again (1 the admiral and his bro¬ 
thers, faying, they were cruel and unfit for that government, as well becaufe they 
were ltrangers and aliens, as becauie they had not formerly been in a condition to 
learn by experience how to govern people of condition ; affirming, that if Their 
Highneffes did nor apply fonte remedy, thole countries would be utterly dellroyed ; and 
in cafe they were not quite ruined by their ill government, the admiral would revolt, 
and join in league with fume prince to fupport him, he pretending that all was his own, 
as having been dilcovered by his indullry and labour; and that the better to coinpafs 
his defign, he concealed the wealth of the country, and would not have the Indians 
ferve the Chritlians, nor be converted to the faith, becaufe by making much of them 
he hojted they would be of his fide, to do what he pleafed againit Their Highnetfes. 
J hey'proceeding in thele and Inch like funders, importuned Their Ciftholic Majellies', 
ever talking ill of the admiral, and complaining there were feveral years pay due to the 
men, gave occalion to all that were at court to rail. So that when 1 was at Granada, 
at the time the molt ferene Prince Michael happened to die, above fifty of them, like 
fhameleis wretches, brought a load of grapes, and fat down in the court of Alhambra, 
(a caltle and paface) crying out, that Their Ilighneifes and the admiral made them live 
io inferably by not paying them, wit It many other lcandalons exprellions. And their 
impudence was lo great, that il The Catholic King went abroad, they all got about 
him, crying, pay, pay. And if it happened that mv brother or 1 , who were pages 
to Her Majefly, palled by where they were, they cried out in a hideous manner, mak¬ 
ing the fign of the crol's, and faying, there are the admiral of the Mofqueto’s foils, 
he that has found out falfe and deceitful countries, to be the ruin and burial place 
of the Spanifh gentry ; adding many more fuch infolencies, which made its cautious 
of appearing before them. Their complaints running lb high, and their conlfant im¬ 
portunity with the King’s favourites, it was rofolved 10 fend a judge to Ilifpaniola, to 
inquire into all thefe affairs, ordering him, in cafe h.e found the admiral guilty of 
what was alledged, to feud him to Spain, and finv there liiniftif as governor, The 
perfon Their Majellies made choice of for ’this purpofe, was one Francis de Bova- 
dilla, a poor knight of the order of Calatrava, who on the 2 ill of May 1499 full 
and ample commillion given him at Madrid, and blank letters, fubferibed by Their 
Mvjcfties, to lucli perfons as he lhould think fit in Ilifpaniola, commanding them to be 
aiding and abiding to him. Thus furnifhed, he arrived a f St. Domingo at the latter 
eiffi of Auguft 1500, af fuch time as the admiral was at The Conception, fettling the 
affairs of that province, where his brother had been affaulted by the rebels, and where 
there were more Indians, and thofe more underlfanding people than in the reft of the 
ifland. So that Bovadilla at his arrival finding nobody to keep him in aw^, the lirft 
thing he did was to take up his quarters in the admiral’s palace, and feize and make 
ule of all he found there, as if it had fallen to him by inheritance ; and gathering to¬ 
gether all he could find that had been in rebellion, and ytany others that hated the 
admiral and his brothers, he prefently declared himfelf governor. And to gain the 
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affections of the people, he caufed a general freedom to be proclajyned for twenty 
years to come; requiring the admiral to repair to him without any delay, becaufe it 
was convenient for His Majelty’s fervice he Ihould do fo. And to back his fuminons, 
on the 7th of September, fent him the King’s letter by F. John de la Sera, which 
was to this effeCt: 

To D. Chriftopncr Colon, our Admiral of the Ocean. 

WE have ordered the commendary Francis de Bovadilla, the bearer, to acquaint you 
with fome things from us: therefore we defire you to give him entire credit, and to 
obey him. 

“ Given at Madrid the 2 iff of May 1499.' 

“ I the King, I the Queen. 

“ By command of Their Highneffes, Mich. Pekez he Almaz an.” 

CHAP. LXXXVI. — How the Admiral was apprehended and fent to Spain in Irons , 

together with his Brothers. 

THE admiral having feen Their Majelties’ letter, came away prefently to St. Do¬ 
mingo, where the aforefaid judge was, who being eager to remain governor there, at 
the beginning of October 1500, without any delay, or legal information, fent him 
prifoner aboard a fliip, together with his brother James, putting them in irons, and a 
good guard over them, and ordered upon fevere penalties, that none Ihould dare to 
fpeak for them. After this, (by Aldington law) he began to draw up a procefs againlt 
them, admitting the rebels his enemies as wilneffes, and publickly favouring all that 
came to fpeak ill of them, who in their depofitions gave in fuch villainies and inco¬ 
herencies, that he mull have been blind that had not plainly perceived they were falfe 
and malicious. For which reafon, Their Catholic Majelties would not admit of them, 
and cleared the admiral, repenting that they had fent fuch a man in that employment, 
and not without good caufe; for this Bovadilla ruined the ifland, and fquandered 
the King’s revenues, that all men might be his friends, faying Their Majelties would 
have nettling but the honour of the dominion, and that the profit Ihould be for 
their fubjefts. Yet he neglected not his own lhare, bat fiding with the richeft and 
molt powerful men, gave them Indians to ferve them, upon condition they Ihould 
(hare with him all they got by their means, and fold by auction the poffeffions and 
rights the admiral had acquired for Their Majelties, faying, they were no labourers, 
nor did they defire to make a profit of thofe lands, but only kept them for the 
benefit of their fubjeCts. He thus felling all things under this colour, endeavoured 
on the other fide that they Ihould be bought by fome of his own companions, for one 
third of the value. Bcfides all this, he made no other ufe of his judicial power but 
to enrich himfelf and gain the affections of the people, being ftill afraid left the lieu¬ 
tenant, who was not yet come from Xaragua, Ihould put a Hop to his proceedings, 
and endeavour to fet the admiral at liberty by force of arms ; in which particular 
the brothers behaved themfelves very prudently ; lor the admiral Tent them word 
immediately, that they Ihould come peaceably to him, *the King’s fervice fo requiring, 
that the itfand might not be put into an uproar; for when they were in Spain, they 
Ihould more eafily obtain the punifhment of fuch a fenfelefs perlori, and fatisfaCJion for 
the wron^ done them. Yet this did not divert Bovadilla from putting him and his 
brothers irons, allowing the bafer fort to rail at 1 them publickly, blowing horns 

about 
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about the po% white they were flapped, befides many fcandalous libels fet up at 
comers of ftreets againft th^fn $ fo that though he was informed that one James 
Ortir, governor of the hqfpital, had writ a libel, and read it publickly in the market¬ 
place, he was fo for from punifhing of him,*that he feemed to be very well pleafed, 
which made every one endeavour to Ihew hirrffelf in this fort. And perhaps for 
fear the ■admiral fliould fwim hack, he took care when they were to fail, to defire 
Andrew Martin, the mailer of the Ihip, to look to him, and to deliver him in irons as 
he was, to the bilhop D. John de Fonfeca, by w hole advice and direction it was con¬ 
cluded he did all thele things; though when they were at fea, the mailer being falli¬ 
ble of Bovadilla’s unworthinefs, would have knocked oft' the admiral’s irons, which he 
would never permit, faying, that fince Their Catholic Majefties, by their letter di¬ 
rected him to perform whatfoever Bovadilla did in their name command him to do, 
' in virtue of which authority and commiflion he had put him into irons, he would have 
none but Their Highneflps themfelves to do their pleafure herein; and he was refolved 
to keep thofe fetters as relicks, and a memorial of the reward of his many fervices; 
as accordingly he did ; for I always faw thofe irons in his room, which he ordered to 
be buried with his body; notwithilanding that, he having on the 20th of November 
1500, writ to Their Majefties, acquainting them with his arrival at Cadiz ; they, under- 
Itandiijg the condition he came in, immediately gave orders that he fliould be releaied, 
and fent him very gracious letters, laying, they were very forry for his fufl'erings, 
# and the unmannerly behaviour of Bovadilla towards him, ordering him to go to 
court, where care Ihould be taken about his affairs, and he fhould be fhortly difpatched 
with full reftitution of his honour. Neverthelefs, I cannot but blame Their Catholic 
Majefties, who chofe for that employment a bale and ignorant man; for had he been 
a man who knew' the duty of his office, the admiral himfelf would have been glad of 
his coming; fince he by letter had delired, that one might be fent to take true in¬ 
formation of the perverfenefs of thofe people, and of the crimes they committed, 
that they might be punifhed by another hand, he being unwilling to ufe that feve- 
rity which an impartial perfon would have done, becaufe the original of thofe tumults 
had been againft his brother. And though it may be urged, that though Their Ma¬ 
jefties had fuch bad accounts of the admiral, yet they ought not to fend Bovadilla 
with fo many letters, and fuch power, without limiting the commiflion they gave him. 
It may be anfwered in their behalf, that it was no wonder they did fo, becaufe the 
complaints againft the admiral were very many, as has been laid above. 

S • 

CHAP. LXXXVII.— How the Admiral went to Court to give Their Catholic Majejlies 

an Account ■ of himfelf. 

* 0 

AS foon as Their Majefties heard of the admiral’s coming, and being in irons, 
they fent orders on the 12th of December for him to be fet at liberty, and writ 
to him to repair to Granada, where he was received by Their Highneffes with a favour¬ 
able afpect and kind words, telling him, his impril'onment had not been by their 
defire or command, and therefore they were much offended at it, ayd they would 
take care thofe that were in fault fliould be punifhed, and full fatisfa&ion given 
him. Having fpoke thefe and *fuch like gracious words, they ordered hi^ bufinefs 
fhould be immediately gone upon, the refult whereof was, that a governor fliould 
be fent to Hifpaniola, who was to right the admiral and his brothers, and Bovadilla 
fhould be obliged to reftore all he had taken from them; ajid that the admiral fliould 
be allowed all that belonged to him, according to the articles Their Highnelles had 
vol. xii. r granted 
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granted him; and that the rebels fhould be proceeded againft and punifhed according 
to their offences. Nicholas de Obando, commendaij of laws, was fent with this 
power; he was a wife and judicious man, but, as afterwards appeared, partfcl, craf¬ 
tily concealing his paffions, giving credit to his own furmifes, and malicious perfons; 
and therefore* afting* cruelly and revengefully, as appears by the death of the eighty 
kings we have fpoken of before. But to return to the admiral; as Their Majefties 
were pleafed to fend Obando to Hifpaniola, fo they thought it proper to fend the ad¬ 
miral upon fomc voyage that might turn to his advantage, and keep him employed till 
the Tid Obando could pacify and reduce the ifland Hifpaniola, becaufe they did not 
like to keep hint fo long out of his right, without any ju(l occafion; the informa¬ 
tion fent by Bovadilla plainly appearing to be full of malice, and not containing any 
thing whereby he might forfeit his right. But there being fome delay in the execu¬ 
tion of this defign, it being now the month of October 1500, and ill men endeavoured 
to prevail that a new information might be expe&ed, the admiral refolved to fpeak to 
Their Majefties, and beg of them that they would defend him againft all dangers, 
which he afterwards repeated by letter. This they promifed him by letter, when the 
admiral was ready to fet out upon his voyage : the words of it arc to this effect: 

“ And be affured that your imprifonment was very difpleafing to us, which you 
were fenfihle of,, and all men plainly faw, becaufe as foon as we heard of it, we applied 
the proper remedies. And you know with how much honour and relpect we have, 
always ordered you to be treated, which we now direct fhould be done, and that you 
receive all worthy and noble ufagc, promifing that the privileges and prerogatives by 
us granted you fhall be preserved in ample manner, according to the tenor of our let¬ 
ters patents, which you and your children fhall enjoy without any contradiction, as is 
due in reafon: And if it be requifite to ratify them anew, we will do it, and will order 
that your fon be put into poffeflion of all, for we defire to honour and favour you in 
greater matters than thefe. And be fatisfied we will take the due care of your fons 
and brothers, which fhall be done when you are departed ; for the employment fhall 
be given to vour fon, as has been faid. We therefore pray you not to delay your 
departure. 

“ Given at Valentia de la Torre, on the 14th of March 150a.” 

This Their Mujefties writ, becaufe the admiral had refolved not to trouble him- 
felf any more with the affairs of the Indies, but to cafe, himfelf upon my brother, 
wherein he was in the right; for he faid, that if the fervices he had already done 
were not fiifficient to deferve to have thofo villainous people punifhed, all he could do 
for the future would never obtain it, fince he had already performed the main thing 
he undertook before he difeovefed the Indies, which was to fliew that there was a 
continent and iflands weftward; that the way was eafy and navigable, the advantage 
visible, and the people gentle and unarmed. All which fince he had verified him¬ 
felf in perfon, there now remained nothing but for Their Highneffes to purfue what 
was'begun, fending people to difeover the fecrets of thofe countries ; for now the gate 
was opened, any one might follow the coaft, as fome did already, who improperly call 
themfelves difeoverers ; not confidering they have not difeovered any, new country, but 
that for the future they purfue the firft difeovery, the admiral having fhewn them the 
iflands and province of Paria, which was the firft land of the continent difeovered. 
'Yet the admiral having always had a great inclination to ferve Their,Catholic Majef- 
ties, and particularly the Queen, he was content to return to his fhips, and under¬ 
take the voyage 'we fhall > fpeak of; for he was convinced there would daily be found 
out great wealth, as he writ to Their-Highneffes the year 1499, fpeaking of the dif- 
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covery in this manner : It is not to be difcontinued; for, to fay the truth, becaufe one 
time qr other fomething material will be found. As has fmce appeared by New Spain 
and Peru, though at that time, as generally happens to molt men, no body gave credit 
to what he laid, and yet he faid nothing but what proved true, as Their Catholic Ma- 
jefties teftify, in a letter of theirs writ at Barcelona* on the 5th of September 1498. 

, ' # 

•CHAP. LXXXVIII. — How the Admiral went from Granada to Seville , to Jit out a 

Fleet for another Difcovcry. 

• 

THE admiral having been well difpatched by Their Catholic Majelties, fet out 
from Granada for Seville in the year 1504, and being there, fo eameftly folicited 
the fitting out his fquadron, that in a fmall time he had rigged and provided four 
fhips, the biggell of feventy, the lead of fifty tons burthen, and one hundred and forty 
men and boys, of which number 1 was one. 

We fet fail from Cadiz on the 9th of May 1502, and failed to St. Catherine’s, 
whence we parted on Wedhefday the 1 ith of the fame month, and went to Arzilia to 
relieve the Portuguefe, who were reported to be in great diltrefs ; but when we came 
thither, the Moors had raifed the fiege. The admiral therefore fent his brother 
D. Bartholomew Colon, and ine, with the captains of the fhips, aihore 3> to vifit the go¬ 
vernor of Arzilia, who had been wounded by the Moors in an affault. He returned 
jhe admiral thanks for the vifit and his offers, and to this purpofe fent fome gentlemen 
to him, among whom fome were relations to Donna Philippa Moniz, the admiral’s 
wife in Portugal; The fame day we fet -fail, and arriving at Gran Canaria, on the 
20th of May, cjfl anchor among the little iflands j and on the 24th went over to 
Mafpalomas in the fame iiland, there to take in wood and water for our voyage. 
The next night we fet out for the Indies, and it pleafed God the wind was fo fair, that 
without handling the fails, on Wednefday the 15th of June we arrived at the ifland 
Matinino with a rough fea and wind. There, according to the cullom of thofe that 
fail from Spain to the Indies, the admiral took in frefh wood and water, and made the 
men wafh their linen, flaying till Saturday, when we flood to the weftward, and came 
to Dominica, ten leagues from the other. So running along among the Caribbee 
iflands, we came to Santa Cruz, and on the 24th of the fame month ran along the 
fouth fide of the ifland of St. John. Thence we took the way for St. Domingo, the 
admiral having a mind to exchange one of his fhips for another, becaufe it was a bad 
failer, and befides, could carry no fail, but jhe fide would lie aftnoft under water, 
which was a hindrance to his voyage, becaufj his defign w r as to have gone directly 
npon the coaft of Paria, and keep along that fhore; till he came upon the flreight, 
which he certainly concluded was about Veragua and Nombre de Dios. But feeing 
the fault of the fhip, he was forced to repair to St. Domingo to change it for a 
better. 

And to the end the commendary Lores fent by Their Majeflies to call Bovadilla 
to an account for his male-adminiflration, might not be furprized at our unexpected 
arrival, upon Wednefday the 29th of June, being near the port, the admiral fent Peter 
de Terreros, captain of one of the fhips to him, to fignify what occafion he had to 
change that fhip; for which reafbn, as alfo becaufe he apprehended a great floral was 
coming, he defired to fecure himfelf in that port, advifmg him not to. let the fleet fail 
out of the port for eight days to come; for if he did it would be in great danger. 
But the aforefaid governor would not permit the admiral to come into the har¬ 
bour, nor did he hinder the going out of the fleet that was bound for Spain, which 
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confifted of eighteen fail, and was to carry Bqvadilla, who had imprifoned the ad¬ 
miral and his brothers, Francis Roldan, and all the reft who had been in rebellion 
agamft them and done them fo much harm, all whom «it pleafed God to infatuate, 
that tljey might not admit of the admiral’s good advice. And I am fatisfied it was 
the hand of God; for had they arrived in Spain, they had never been pumflied as 
their crimes deferved; but rather been favoured and preferred, as being the bifhop’s 
friends. This was prevented by their fetting out of that port for Spain ; for no fooner 
were they come to the eaft point of the ifland Hifpaniola, but there arofe fo terrible a 
ftorm, that the admiral of the fleet funk, in which was Bovadiila, with molt of the 
rebels,’and made fuch havock among tlv reft, that of eighteen fhips, only three or 
four were faved. This happened upon Thurfday the laft of June, when the admiral 
having forefeen the ftorm, anil being reiufod admittance into the port, for his fecurity, 
drew up as dole to the land as he couid, thus flickering himfelf, not without much 
difiatisfa&ion among his men, who, for being wuh him, were denied that reception 
which had been allowed to ftrangers, much more fc hem that were of the fame 
nation; for they feared they might be fo ferved, if any misfortune Ihould befal them 
for the future. And though the admiral was concerned on the lame account yet it 
more vexed him to behold the bafenefs and ingratitude ufed towards him in that coun¬ 
try he had given to the honour and bendir of Spain, being refilled to (heller his 
life in it. Yet his prudence and judgment l'ecured his fhips, till the next day the 
tempeft increafing, and the night coming on very dark, three Jliips broke from him , 
every one its own way ; the men ..board each of them, though all of them in great 
danger, concluded the others were loll ; but they that fullered moft were thofe 
aboard the fhip called Santo, who to lave their boat, which had been alhore with the 
captain Terreros, dragged it a-ftern, w'iciv. it over-let, and were at laft forced to let 
it go to fave themfelves. But the caraval Bermuda was in much more danger, which 
running out to fea, was almoft covered v : th it, by which it appeared the admiral 
had reafon to endeavour to change it; and all men concluded that, under God, the 
admiral’s brother was the fating of her, by his wifdom and refolution ; for as has 
been faid above, there was not at that time a more expert failor than he. So that 
after they had all fuffered very much, except the admiral, it pleafed. God they met 
again upon Sunday following in the port of Azua, on the fouth fide of Hifpaniola, 
where every one giving an account of his misfortunes, it appeared that Bartholomew 
Colon had weathered fo great a ftorm, by flying from land like an able failor; and 
that the admiral was out of danger, by .lying clofe to the Ihore like a cunning aftro- 
logcr, who knew whence the danger luuft come. Well might his enemies blame 
him therefore, faying, he had railed that ftorm by art magic, to be revenged on 
Bovadiila and the reft of his enemies that were with him, feeing that none of his 
four fhips perifhed ; and tfv>t of eighteen which fet out with Bovadiila, only one called 
La Aguja, or the The Needle, the word of them all, held on its courfc for Spain, 
where it arrived fafe, having on board four thou land pefos- in gold, worth eight (hil¬ 
lings a pefo, belonging to th. admiral, the other three that efcaped, returning to St. 
Domingo (hatfored, and in a diftrefleu condition. 


CHAP. 1 XXX 1 X. — How the Admiral departed from Hifpaniola , and difeovered the 

ljlands of Guanaia. 

THF. * admiral in the port of Azua gave his men a breathing time after the ftorm; 
and it being one of the diveriions ufed at fea, to fifh when there is nothing elfe to 

do, 
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do, I will mention two forts of fifli among the reft, which I remember were taken 
there the one of them was pleafant, the other wonderful. The firft was a filh called 
Saavina, as big as half an. ordinary bell, which lying afleep above water,' was ftruck 
with a harping iron from the boat of the (hip Bifceina, and held fo faft, that it could 
not break loofe; but being tied with a long rope to the boat, drew it after it as' fwift 
as an arrow ; fo that thofe aboard the fliip feeing the boat feud about, and not know¬ 
ing the occafion, were aftonilhed it Zhou Id do ib without the help of-the oars, till at 
laft the fifli funk, and being drawn to the Ihip’s fide, was there hauled up with the* 
tackle. The other fifli was taken after another manner, the Indians call it Manati, and 
there are none of the fort in Ku.op, ■ it is as big as a calf, nothing differing from it in 
the colour and tnfte of the fie!!>, bu: Tina ptyhaps it is better and fatter; wherefore 

thofe that atlirm there arc all forts <T .itt.re*-- in ihc tea, will have it, that thefe fifties 

are real calves, fince within riim ha'- 1101 hirer like a filh, and feed only on the grafs 
they find along the bank* 1 ; ' nri to our hiltory ; the admiral having a little re- 

frelhed his men, and repaired ihips, left port Azua, and went to that of Brafil, 
which the Indians call Giacvbc -a, to lhi-i another Itorm that was coining. Ilence he 
failed again on the 14th of hdy, and was fo becalmed, that ini!t ad of holding on his 
courfe the current carried him away to certain iflands near Jamaica, which are very 
finall and fandy, and he called (hem Los Caros, or T he Wells, becaufe not finding 
water in them, they dug many pus in he land, and took up that water for their ufe. 
.Then failing fouthward for the continent, we came to certain illands, where wc went 
afliorc upon the biggeft only, called Guanaiu, whence thofe that make fea charts, took 
occafion to call all thofe illands of Guanaia, which are ahnoft twelve leagues from the 
continent, near the province now' called I loud it ms, though then the admiral called it 
Cape Gafinas. But thefe men making Inch charts without having i'een the world, they 
commit vaft miftakes ; which fince it now comets in my way, 1 will here let down, 
though it interrupts the courle of our hiilorv. Thefe lame illands and continent are 
by them twice let down in their charts, as if they were different countries; and 

whereas Cape Gracias a Dios, and that they call Cape-, are but one and 

the fame, they make two of it. The occafion of this miftakc was, that after the ad¬ 
miral had difcftvered thefe countries, one John Diaz de Solis, (from whom the river 
De la Plata, that is, of Silver or Plate, was called Rio de Solis, becaufe he was there 
killed by the Indians,) and one Vincent Yanez, who commanded a fliip the firft voy¬ 
age, when the admiral dilcovered the Indies, let out together to difeover in the year 
1508, deligning to follow along that coafi, the admiral had diffovued in'his voyage 
from Veragua weftward; and lie following ahnoft the fame' track, they put into the 
coaft of Oariai, and puffed by Cape Gracias a Dios, :ts far as Cape Cafinas, which they 
called Honduras, and the albrelaid. illands icy called Guansi is, giving the name of the 
biggeft to them all. Thence they pn, ceded on virhout owning the admiral 

had been in any of thofe parts, that the Ji’Co.ery n got ar attributed to them, and to 
have it believed they had found large count rit s , . >. • .. hft.mding that, Peter de Le- 
defma, one of their pilots, who had been bei*- v .m ihe admiral in his vovage to 
Veragua, told tlym, he knew that country, ana unit he .tad been these with the ad¬ 
miral difeovering ife, from whom 1 afterward; hat,, , 1 ns. But the nature of the charts 
plainly demonftrates it; for th'e fame thing is twice let d< wn, and the iflan*l is in the 
lame Ihape, a/id at the fame diftance, they having at their return brought a true 
draft of that country, only faying, it lay beyond that which the admiral had dis¬ 
covered. So that the fame country is twice deferibed in one chart; which, if it pleafe 
God, time will make appear, w"hen that coaft is better known; for they will find but 

one 
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one country of that fort, as has been faid. But to return to our diicovery, being 
come to the jfland of Guanaia, the admiral ordered his brother Bartholomew,Coion 
to go aihore with two boats, where they found people like thofe of the other 
iflands, but not of fuch high foreheads. They alfo law abundance of pine-trees and 
piece#' of lapis calaminaris, ufed tb mix with copper, which fome feamen taking for 
gold, kept hid* a long time. 

The admiral’s brother being aihore in that illand, very defirous to know fomething 
•of it, fortune fo ordered it, .that a canoe as lo’ng as a galley, and eight feet wide, 
all of one tree, and like the others in lhape, put in there, being loaded with commo¬ 
dities brought from the weftward, and bound towards New Spain. In the inidft of 
it was a covering like an awning made of palm-tree leaves, not unlike thofe of the 
Venetian gondolas, which kept all under it fo dole, that neither rain nor fea water 
could wet the goods. Under this awning were the children, the women, and all the 
goods, and though there were twenty-five men aboard this canoe, they had not the 
courage to defend themfelvcs againft the boats that purfued them. The canoe being 
thus taken without any oppofition, was carried aboard, whefc the admiral blcifed God, 
for that it had pleafcd him at once to give him famples of the commodities of that 
country, without expofing his men to any danger. He therefore ordered fuch things 
to be taken, as he judged molt fightly and valuable; fuch as fome quilts, and ihirts 
of cotton withoift fleeves, curioufly wrought and dyed of feveral colours, and fome 
fmall clouts to cover their privities, of the fame fort; and large fheets in which the- 
Indian women aboard the canoe wrapped themfelves, as the Moorifh women at Gra¬ 
nada ufed to do ; and long wooden fwords with a channel on each fide where the edge 
Ihould be, in which there were fharp edges of flint fixed with thread,, and a bitumi¬ 
nous fort of matter, which cut naked men as if they were of Heel, and hatchets to cut 
wood like thofe of Hone the other Indians life, but that thefe were made of good 
copper; alfo bells of the fame metal, plates and crucibles to melt the metal. For their 
provifion they had fuch roots and grain as they in Hifpaniola eat, and a fort of liquor 
made of maize, like the Englilh beer ; and abundance of cacao-nuts, which in New 
Spain pafs for money, which they feetned to value very much ; for when they were 
brought aboard among their other goods, I obferved that when any of thefe nuts fell, 
they all ftooped to take it up, as if it had been a thing of great confequcnce ; yet at 
that time they feemed to be in a manner befides themfelves, being brought prifoners 
out of their canoe aboard the fhip, among fuch ftrange and fierce people, as we are to 
them; but fo prevalent is avarice in man, that we ought not to wonder that it Ihould 
prevail upon the Indians above the apprehenfion of the danger they were in. 1 mull 
add, that we ought to admire theii* mode/ly ; for it falling out, that in getting them 
aboard, fome were taken by the clouts they had before their privities, they would‘im- 
mediately clap their hands to cover them ; and the women would hide their faces, and 
wrap themfelves up, as we faid the Moorilh women do at Granada. This moved the 
admiral to ufe them well, to reftore their canoe, and give them fome things in exchange 
for thofe that had been taken from them.. Nor did he keep any one of them but an 
old man, whofe name was Giumbe, that feemed to be the wifeft and chief of them, to 
learn fomething of hifn concerning the country, and that he might draw others to 
converfe ypth the Chriftians, which he did very readily'and faithfully all the while we . 
failed where his language was underftood. Therefore, as a reward for this his fervice, 
when We came where he was not underftood, the admiral gave him fome things, and 
fent him&ome very well' pleafed, which was before he came to Cape Gracias a Dios, 
on the coaft of Orecchia, whereof mention has been made already. 


CIIAP. 
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CHAP* XC. — How the Admiral would not go to New Spain , but fail to the Eajhvard 

to find out the Streight in the Continent. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the admiral had heard fo much from thofe in the canoe 
concerning the great wealth, politenefs, and ingenuity of the people weftward towards 
New* Spain; yet thinking that tHofe countries lying to the leeward, he could fail 
thither when he thought fit from Cuba, he would not go that way at this time, but 
held on his defign of difcovering the ftreight in the continent, to clear a way into the 
South Sea, which was what he aimed at in order to come at the countries that produce 
fpice, and therefore refolved to fail eaftward towards Veragua and Nombre de Dios, 
where he imagined the faid ftreight to be, as in effect it was; yet was he deceived in 
the matter; for he did not conceit it to be an ifthmus, or narrow neck of land, but a 
fmall gulph running from /ea to fea. Which miftake might proceed from the likenefs 
of the names; for when they faid the ftreight was at Veragua and Nombre de Dios, it 
might be underftood either v>f land or water; and he took it in the moft ufual fenfe, 
and for that he moft earneftly defired. And yet though that ftreight is land, yet it 
was and is the way to the dominion of both feas, and by which fuch iinmenfe riches 
have be;en difeovered and conveyed : for it was God’s will, a matter of fuch vaft con¬ 
cern fhould not be otherwife found out, that canoe having given the ftrft information 
concerning New Spain. 

There being nothing therefore in thofe iflands of Guanaia worth taking notice of, he, 
without further delay, failed in order to feek out the ftreight towards the continent, to 
a point he called. Galinas, becaufe there were abundance of trees that bear a fort of 
fruit that is rough, as a fpungy bone, and is good to eat, eljpecially boiled; which 
fruit the Indians of Hifpaniola call Gafinas. There appearing nothing worth taking 
notice of all about the country, the admiral would not lofe time to go into a great bay 
tlie land makes there, but held on his eourfe eaftwards along that coaft, which runs 
along the fame way to cape Gracias a Dios, and is very low and open. The people 
neareft to Cape Galinas wear thofe painted Ihirts or jerkins before mentioned, and clouts 
before their priyities, which were like coats of mail, made of cotton ilrong enough to 
defend them againft their weapons, and even to bear oil' the ftroke of fome of ours. 

But the people higher eaftward, towards Gape Gracias a Dios, are almoft black, of 
a fierce afpeft, go fiark naked, are very lavage, and, as the Indian that was taken 
faid, eat man’s fiefh, and raw lilli juft as it is taken. They have their ears bored with 
fuch large holes, that they may pur a hen’s ’egg into them, which made the admiral 
call that coaft de las Orejas, or of the Ears. * Thera on Sunday, the 14th of Auguft 
1503, Bartholomew Colon went alhore in the morning with the colours, the 
captains, and many of the men, to hear mats ; and on Wednelday following, when 
th£ boats went alhore to take polTeflioii of the country for Their Catholic Majefties, 
above a hundred men ran down to the fhore, loaded with provisions ; who, as foon as 
the boats came alhore, came before the lieutenant, and on a hidden retired back 
without fpeaking a word. He ordered they fhould give them horfe-betys, beads, and 
other things; and,by means of the aforefaid interpreter, inquired concerning the 
country; though he having been but a Ihort time with us, did not understand the 
Chriftians, by.reafon of the diftance of his country from Hifpaniola, where feveral 
perfons aboard’the {hips had learnt the Indian language. Nor did he underftand thofe 
Indians; but they being pleafed with what had been given jhem, came the next day to 
the fame place, above two hundred of them loaded with feveral forts of provifions, as 
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hens of that country, which are better than ours, geefe, roafted filh, red and white 
beans, like kidney beans, and other things like thole they have in Hifpaniola. The 
country was green and beautiful, though low, producing abundance of pines', oaks, 
palm trees of feven forts, and mirohalans of thofe of rfilftaniola they call hobi; and 
almoft all forts of provifions that ifland affords were here to be found. Abundance of 
leopards, deer, and others, |s alfo all forts of filh there are in the iflands and in Spain. 
The people of this country are much like thofe of the iflands; but that their foreheads 
are not fo high, nor do they feem to have any religion. There are feveral languages 
among them, and for the moll part they go naked, but cover their privities; fotne 
wfcar %>rt jumps down to their navel without fleeyes; their arms and bodies have 
figures wrought on them with fire, which make them look oddly; and fome havl 
lions, others deer, and other cattles with towers, and other things painted on their 
bodies. Inllead of caps, the better fort of them wear red and white cloths of cotton; 
and fome have locks of hair hanging on their foreheads. But when they are 
to be fine againft a feflival day, they colour their faces, fome black, and fome red; 
others draw ttreaks of feveral colours; others paint their nofe, and others black their 
eyes; and thus they adorn themfelves to appear beautiful, whereas in truth they look 
like devils. 

CHAP. XCI. '—r How the Admiral left the Coaft he called de las Or fas, and by Cape 
Gracias a Dies came to Cariari, and what he did and faw there. 

THE admiral failed along the faid coaft de las Orejas eaftward to Cape Gracias a 
Dios, which was fo called, becaufe there being but fixty leagues to it from Cape 
Cafinas, we laboured leventy days by rcalon of the currents and contrary winds upon 
the tack to gain it, Handing out to lea, and then making the lliore, fometimes gaining 
and fpmetimes lotting ground, as the wind was fcant or large when we came about. 
And had not the coaft afforded fuch good anchoring, we had been much longer upon 
it; but being clear, and having two fathom water half a league from the lhore, ’and 
two more at every league’s dillance, we had always the conveniency of anchoring at 
night when there was but little wfind ; fo that the courfe was navigable by rcafon of 
the good anchoring, but with difficulty. 

When on the 14th of September we came up to the cape, perceiving the land turned 
off to the fouth, and that u'c could conveniently continue our voyage with thofe 
Levant winds that .reigned there, and had been lb contrary to us, we all in general 
gave thanks to God, for which reafon (he admiral called this Cape Gracias a Dios. 
A little beyond it, wo palled by fome dangerous fands that ran out to fea, as far as the 
eye could reach. 

It being requifite to take in wood and water, on the 16th of September the admiral 
lent the boats to a river that feeined to be deep, and to have a good entrance, but the 
coming out proved not fo; for the winds frelhing from fea, and the waves running 
high againft the current of the river, fo diftreffed the boats, that one of them was loft 
with all the men in it; wherefore the admiral called it the river de la Dpfgratia, that 
is, of the Difalter. _ ' 

In this river, and about it, there were canes as thick as 4 man’s leg; and on 
Sunday tfie 25th of September, Hill running fouthward, we came to an anchor near a'* 
little ifland called Quiriviri, and a town on the continent, the name whereof was 
Cariari, inhere were the bell people, country, and fitUation, we had yet feen; as well 
bec^yt was high, full of'rivers, and abounding in trees, as becaufe the ifland was 
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thick wooded, and full of forefts of palm, mirobalan, and other forts of trees. For 
this reafon, tha admiral called it Hucite. It is a l'niall league from the town the 
Indians call Cariari, which is near a great river, whither reforted a great multitude of 
people from the adjacent* parts; fome with bows and arrows; others with ftaves of 
palm tree, as black as a coal, and hard as a horn,* pointed with the bones of filhes; 
others with clubs; and they came together as if they meant *to defend their country. 
The men had their hair braided and wound about their heads; the women Ihort like 
ours. But perceiving we were peaceable people, they were very defirous to barter 
their commodities for ours; theirs were arms, cotton jerkins, and large pieces like 
fheets, and guaninis, which is pale gold they wear about their necks, as we do relics. 
*Thefe things they fwam with to the boats, for the Chridians went not afhore that day 
nor the next; nor would the admiral allow any thing of theirs to be taken, that we 
might not be taken for men that value their goods, bur gave them fome of ours. The 
lefs they faw us value tin; exchange, the more eager they were, making abundance of 
figns from land. At laft, perceiving nobody went afhore, they took all the things 
that had been given them,* without referving any, and tying them together, left them 
in the fame place where the boats firft went afhore, and where our men found them on 
the Wednefday following, when they landed. The Indians about this place believing 
that tl\e Chriltians did not confide in them, they font an ancient man of an awful 
prefence with a flag upon a ftafi', and two girls, the one about eight, 'the other about 
# fourteen years of age, who, putting them into the boat, made figns that the Chriftians 
might fafely land. Upon their requeft, they went afhore to take in water, the Indians 
taking great care not to do any thing that might fright the Chriltians ; and when they faw 
them return to their fhips, they made figns to them to take along with them the young 
girls, with their guaninis about their necks; and at the rcqueft of the old man that 
conducted them, they complied and carried them aboard. Wherein thofe people 
fhewed more friendly than others had done; and in the girls appeared an un- 
dauntednefs. For though the Chriftians were fiich ft rangers to them, they expreffed 
no manner of concern, but always looked pleafant and inodeft; which made the 
admiral treat them well, cloathed, fed, and fel them afhore again, where the fifty men 
were, and the old man that had delivered them, received them again with much fatis- 
fattion. The boats going afhore again that fame day, found the fame people with the 
girls, who rellored all the Chriftians had given them. The next day, the admiral’s 
brother going afhore to lcafn fomething of thofe people, two of the chief men came to 
the boat, and taking him by the arms between them, made him lit down upon the 
grafs; and he, afking fome queftions of them, ordered the feci etary to write down 
what they anfwercd ; but they feeing the peh, ink,, and paper, were in fuch a con- 
ftersation, that moft of them ran away, which, as was believed, they did for fear of 
being bewitched ; for to us they feemed to be forcercrs, or fuperftitious people, and 
that not without reafon ; bccaufe, when they came near the Chriftians, they Scattered 
fome powder about them in the air, and burning fome of the fame powder, en¬ 
deavoured to make the finoak go towards the Chriftians; befides, their refufing to 
keep any thing that belonged unto us, fhewed a jealoufy; for, as they £iy, “ A knave 
thinks every man like himfelf.” Having ftaid here longer than was convenient, con- 
fidering the hafte we were in, after repairing the fhips, and providing all we wanted, 
upon Sunday the ad of Ottober the admiral ordered his brother to go alhore with 
fome men to View that Indian town, and learn fomething of their manners, and the 
nature of the country. The moft remarkable things they £iw were, in a great wooden 
palace covered with canes, levefal tombs, in one of which there was a dead body dried 
VOL. xix. s up 
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up and embalmed•, in another, two bodies, wrapped up in cotton fheets without ahy 
ill fccnt; and over each tomb was a board, with the figures of beads carved on it; 
and on fome of them, the effigies of the perfon buried there, adorned with guaninis, 
beads, and other things they tnoft value. Thefe being the mod civilized Indians in 
thofe parts, the admiral ordered onfc to be taken, to learn of him the lecrets of the 
country; and of feven that were taken, two of the chiefed were picked out, and the 
reft fent away with fome gifts, and civil entertainment, that the country might not be 
left in an uproar, telling them, they were to ferve as guides upon that coaft, and then 
be fet at liberty. But they believing they were taken out of covetoufnels, that they 
might ranfom themfelves with their goods and things of value, the next day abundance 
of them came down to the fhore, and fent four aboard the admiral, as their ambafladors, 
to treat about the ranfom, offering fome' things, and freely giving two hogs of the 
country, which, though finall, are very wild. The admiral therefore, obferving the 
policy of this people, w'as more defirous to be acquainted w;ith them, and would not 
depart till he had learned fomething of them, but would not give ear to their offers. 
He therefore ordered fome trifles to he given to the mefl'engers, that they might not 
go away diflatisfied, and that they fhould be paid for their hogs, one of which was 
hunted after this manner. Among other creatures that country produces, there is a 
kind of cats of a greyilh colour, and as big as a finall greyhound, but have a longer 
tail, and lb ftrong, that whatfoever they clap it about is as it were tied with a rope. 
Thefe run about the trees like the fquirrels, leaping Irom one to another ; and when 
they leap, they do not only hold fall with their claws, but with their tail too, by which 
they often hang, either to roll them, or fport. It happened that one IT 1 loiter brought 
one of thefe cats out of a wood, having knocked him off a tree, and not daring to 
meddle with it when down, becaufe of its fierccnefs, he cut off' one' of his fore legs, 
and carrying it fo wounded aboard, if frighted a good dog they had, but put one of 
the hogs they had brought us into a much greater lear; for as loon as the twine law 
the cat, it run away, with figns of much dread, which we were fiirprized at, becaufe 
before this happened, the hog ran at every body, and would not let t he dog reft tfj>on 
the deck. The admiral therefore ordered it to be put clofe to the cat, w hich prelently 
wound her tail about its fnout, and with that fore-leg it had left, faltened on its pole to 
bite it, the hog for fear grunting moll violently. By this we perceived that thefe cats 
hunt like the wolves or dogs in Spain. 


CHAP. XCll.— Ilo-w the Admiral went..from Cariari to Caravaro and Veragun, till 
he came to Port owl:, aV along a very fruitful Coajl. 

UPON Wednefday the cth of October the admiral failed, and came to the b;tv of 
Caravaro, which is fix leagues in length, and above three in breadth, where there are 
many finall iflands, and two or three channels to get in or out at any time. Within 
thefe iflands the fhips fail as it were in llreets between iflands, the leaves of the trees 
ftriking againfl the fhrouds. As foon as w'e anchored in this hay, the boats went to 
one of the ifhujds, where there were twenty canoes upon the fhore, and t]ie people by, 
as naked as they were born, and had only a gold plate about their tleck, and fome an 
eagle of gold. Thefe, without fhewing any tokens of fear, the tw’o Indians of Cariari 
interpreting, gave a gold plate for three horfe-bells; it weighed ten ducats, and they 
faid there was great plenty of that metal up the continent, not far from 1 them. 

The tifext day, being the, 7th of October, the boats went afhore upon the continent, 
where meeting ten canoes full of people, and they refilling to chaffer away their gold 
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plates, two of the chief of them were taken, that the admiral might learn fomething of 
them .with the afiiftance of two interpreters. The gold plate one of them wore 
weighed fourteen ducats, and the other’s eagle twenty-two. Thefc faid, that a day 
or two’s journey up the country, there was abundance of gold found in fome places 
which they named. In the bay a vaft deal of fifl! was taken, and afhore there were 
abundance of thofe creatures above mentioned at Cariari; alfo great plenty of their 
food, fuch as roots, grain, and fruit. The men, who are painted all over, face and 
body, of feveral colours, as red, black, and white, go naked, only covering their 
privities with a narrow cotton cloth. 

Front this bay of Caravaro, we went to another clofe by it, called Aburena, which 
in fome meafure is like the other. 

On the 17th we put out to fea to continue our voyage; and being come to Guaiga, 
a river twelve leagues from Aburena, the admiral commanded the boats to go afhore, 
which as they were doing, they faw above a hundred Indians on the ilrand, who 
affaulted them furioufly, running up to the middle into the water, brandifhing their 
fpears, blowing; horns, and* beating a drum in warlike manner, to defend their country, 
throwing the fait water towards the Chriitians, chewing herbs and fpurting it towards 
them. Our men not ftirring, endeavoured to appeafe them, as they did; for at laff 
they drew near to exchange the gold plates they had about their necks, feme for two, 
and fome for three horfe-bells, by which means we got fixteen gold plates, worth a 
•hundred and fifty ducats. The next day, being Friday the 19th of October, the 
boats went to land again to barter ; yet before any Ch ril'd an went afhore, they called 
to fome Indians, who were under fome bowers they had made that night to defend their 
country, fearing, the Chriftians would land to do them fome wrong. Though they 
called never fo much, yet none of them would come, nor would the Chriftians land 
without knowing fil'd what mind they were in ; for, as afterwards appeared, they 
waited in order to fall on them as loon as they landed. But perceiving they came not 
out.,of the boats, they blew their horns, beat the drum, and making a great noife, ran 
into the water, as they had done the day before, till they came almoll to the boats* 
making figns as if they would call their javelins if they did not return to their fhips. 
The Chriitians* offended at this their proceeding, that they might not be fo bold, and 
defpife them, wounded one with an arrow in the arm, and fired a cannon, at which 
they were fo frighted, that all ran away to land. Then four Chriitians landed, and 
calling them back, they came very peaceably, leaving their arms behind them, and 
exchanged three gold plate-, faying, they lyid no more, becaufe they came not pro¬ 
vided for to trade, but to fight. 

All the admiral looked for in this journey was tef get famplcs of what thofe parts 
afforded ; and therefore, without farther delay, he proceeded to Catiba, and call 
anchor in the mouth of a great river. The people of the country were feen to gather, 
calling one another with horns afid drums; and afterwards fent a canoe with two men 
in it to the fhips, who having talked with the Indians that were taken at Cariari, pre- 
fently came aboard the admiral, without any apprehenfion of fear ; and by the advice 
of thofe Indians,.gave the admiral two plates of gold they had about their necks, and 
he in return gave them fome baubles of ours. When thefe were gone afhore, there 
came another canoe with three men wearing plates hanging at their necks, who did as 
the firft had /lone. Amity thus fettled, our men went afhore, where they found 
abundance of people, with their king, who differed in nothing from the reft, but that 
he was covered with one leaf of a tree, becaufe at that time* it rained hard ; and to give 
his fubjeds a good example, he exchanged a plate, and bid them barter for theirs; 
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which in all were nineteen of pure gold. This was the firft place in the Indies where 
they law any fign of a ftru&ure, which was a great mafs of wall, or imagery, that to 
them feemed to be of lime 'and Hone: the admiral ordered a piece of it to be brought 
away as a memorial of that antiquity. • 

He went away eaftward, and came to Cobravo, the people of which place lie near 
the rivers of that coaft; and becaufe none came down to the ftranil, and the “wind blew' 
frelh, he held on his courfc, and went on to five towns of great, trade, among which 
was Veragua, where the Indians laid the gold was gathered, and the plates made. 

The next day he came to a town, called Cubiga, where the Indians of Cariari faid 
the trading country ended, which began at Carabora, and ran as far as Cubiga, for 
fifty leagues along the coaft. 

The admiral, without making any Hay, went on till he put into Porto Bello, giving 
it that name, becaufe it is large, beautiful, well peopled, and encompafled by a well 
cultivated country. He entered this place on the 2d of November, palling between 
two fmall illands, within which the (hips may lie clofe to the Ihorc, and turn it out if 
they have occafion. The country about that harbour, higher up, is not very rough, 
but tilled, and full of houfes, a (Lone’s throw or a bow (hot one from the oilier ; and 
it looks like the finelt landfcape a man can imagine. During l’cven days we continued 
there, on account of the rain and ill weather, there came continually canoes from all 
the country about to trade for provifions and bottoms ol fine fpun cotton, which they 
gave for fome trifles, fuch as points and pins. 

CHAP. XCIII. — How the Admiral came to Pori liqfihr.cntos , 'or Nom.brc dc Dios , and 
continued his Voyage til! be put into Rctrctc. 

ON Wednefday the 9th of November, we failed out of Porto Bello, eight leagues 
to the eaftward ; but the next day were forced back lour leagues by ft re/s of weather, 
and put in among the illands near the continent, where is now' the town of N01nbre.de 
Dios; and becaufe all thofe fmall illands were lull of grain, he called it Puerto!'de 
Baftimcntos, that is, the Port of Provifions. 

There a boat well manned, purfuing a canoe, the Indians imagining pur men would 
do them fome harm, and perceiving the boat was within lefs than a Hone’s throw of 
them, they all threw themfclves into the water to fwim away, as in efleet they did ; for 
though the boat rowed hard, it could not, in half a league the purfuit billed, overtake 
any of them ; or if it did happen to overtake one, he would dive like a duck, and come 
up again a bow fhot or two from the place. This chace was very plcafam, feeing the 
boat labour in vain, which at laft returned empty. 

Here we continued till the 23d of November, refitting the fhips, anil mending'our 
cafks; and that day we failed eaftward to a place called Guiga, there being another of 
the fame name between Veragua and Cerago. The boats going afhore, found aboVe 
three hundred perfons on it, ready to trade for fuch provifions as they have, and fome 
fmall things of gold they wore hanging at their ears and nofes. 

But without .making any Hay here, on Saturday the 24th of November we put into 
a fmall port, which was called Retrctc, that is. Retired Place, be,caule it could not 
contain atyove five or fix fhips together, and the mouth of it was not above fifteen or 
twenty paces over, and on both fides of it rocks appearing above water as fharp as 
diamonds; and the channel between them was fo deep that they found no bottom, 
though. If the fhips inclined, never fo little to either fide, the men might leap afhore, 
which was it that laved the lhips in that narrow place; which was the fault of thole 
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who went in boats to view it, they being covetous to deal with the Indians, and 
perceiving the {hips would lie there conveniently for it, clofe to the Ihore. In this 
place we continued nine days with bad weather; and at firft the Indians came 
very familiarly to trade for fuch as they had; hut when they faw the Chriflians 
ileal privately out of their ihips, they retired to' their houfes, becaufe the feamen, 
like, covetous diffolutc men, committed a thoufand infolencies; infomuch that they 
provoked the Indians to break the peace, and foine Ikirmifhes happened between them. 
They increafing daily, took courage to come up to the Ihips, which, as we faid, lay 
with their Tides clofe to the ihore, thinking to do fome harm, which defign of 
theirs had turned to their own detriments, had not the admiral always endeavoured 
to gain them by patience and civility: but ;}t laft, perceiving their infolence, to ftrike 
a terror into them, he caufed fome pieces of cannon to he fired, which they anfwered 
with {hours, threfhing the trees with ftaves, and threatening by figns, {hewing they 
did not fear the noife, for they thought it had been only a thundering to terrify 
them. Therefore to abate their pride, and make them not contemn the Chriftians, 
the admiral caufed a {hot to be made at a company of them that was got together upon 
a hillock, and the ball falling in the midft of them, made them fenfible there was a 
thunderbolt as well as thunder ; fo that for the future they durlt not appear even be¬ 
hind the mountains. The people of this country were the propereft they had yet feen 
among the Indians, for they were tall and {pare, without any great bellies, and well 
.countenanced. 

The country was all plain, bearing little grafs, and a few trees; and in the harbour 
there were vail great crocodiles or alligators, which go out In {lay and deep afhore, 
and fcalter a fcejrt as if all the nmik in the world were together; but they are fo 
ravenous and cruel that il they iiml a man ileeping, they drag him to the water 
to devour him, though they are fearful and cowardly when attacked. Thefc alliga¬ 
tors are found in many other parts of the continent, and fome do affirm they are the 
fame as the crocodiles of the Nile. 


CHAP. XC 1 V.— How the Admiral being drove by St refs of Weather, flood again to 
Wcjlward fo get Intelligence concerning the Mines, and enquire concerning Vcragua. 

ON Monday the 5th of December, the admiral perceiving tlm violent eaft and 
north-call winds did not ’cafe, and that there was no trading with thofe people, he 
refolved to go back to be fatislicd a ncerning what the Indians faid of the mines of 
Veragua, and therefore that Jay he leturned to Porto Bello, ten leagues weflward ; 
and continuing his courfe the next day, was a {faulted by a well wind which was oppo- 
fitelo his new defign, but favourable to that he had for three months pall. Blithe, 
believing this wind would not laft long, did not alter his courfe, but bore up againft 
thh wind for fome days, becaufe the weather was unfettled; and when the weather 
feemed a little favourable to go to Veragua, another wind would flart up and drive 
him towards Porto Bello , and when we were molt in hopes to get into port we were 
quite beat off again, and l'ometimes with fuch thunder and lightning that the men durfl 
not open their eyes, the {hips feemed to be iufl finking, and the iky to come down. 
Sometimes the thunder was fo continued, that it was concluded l'ome {hip fired its 
cannon to defire affi(lance. Another time there would fall fuch ftorms of rain that it 
would laft violently for two or three days, infomuch that it looked like another uni verfal 
deluge. This perplexed all the men and made them almoft defpair, feeing theyxould not 
get hall anhour’s reft, being continually wet, turning fometimesone way, and fometimes 
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another, ftruggling againft all Hie elements and dreading them all; for in fuch dread¬ 
ful Itorms, they dread the fire in flalhes of lightning, the air for its fury, the. water 
for the terrible waves, and the earth for the hidden rocks and fands which fometimes a 
man meets with near the port where he hoped for fafety, and not knowing them, 
chufes rather to contend with the other elements in whom he has lefs lhare. 

Befides all thefe terrors there occurred another no lefs dangerous and wonderful, 
which was a lpout rifing from the fea, on Tuefday the 13th of December, which if 
'they had not diffolved by laying the gofpel of St. John, it had certainly funk whatfo- 
over it fell upon; for as has been faid, it draws the water up to the clouds like a 
pillar and thicker than a butt, twilling it about like a whirlwind. That fame night we 
loll light of the Ihip called Caino, and had the good fortune to fee it again after three 
dreadful dark days, though it had loll its boat and been in great danger, being fo near 
land as to call anchor, which it loll at long run, being forced to cut the cable. Now 
it appeared that the currents on that coalt follow the wind, running weltward with the 
call wind, and the contrary, the water Hill going after the prevailing wiiuL The Ihips 
being now almoll lhattered to pieces with the tempell, and the men quite fpent with 
labour, a day or two’s calm gave them fonie refpite, and brought fuch multitudes of 
fliarks about the Ihips. that they were dreadful to behold, efpecially for fuch as are 
fuperllitious; becaufe, as it is reported, that ravens at a great diflance fmell out dead 
bodies; fo fome think thefe flunks do, which, if they lay hold of a man’s arm or 
leg, cut it off like a razor, for they have two rows of teeth in the nature of a • 
faw. Such a multitude of thefe was killed with the hook and chain, that being able 
to deltroy no more, they lay fwimming upon the water, and they tire fo greedy 
that they do not only bite at carrion, but may be taken with a red rag upon the 
hook. 1 have l’een a tortoile taken out of the belly of one of thefe fliarks, and if 
afterwards lived aboard the Ihip ; but out of another was taken the whole head of one 
of his own kind, we having cut it oil' and thrown it into the water, as not 
good to eat, no more than they are themi’elves, and that lhark had fwallowed it ; and 
to us it leemed contrary to reafon, that one creature fliould fwallow the head of an¬ 
other of its own bigttels, which is not to be admired, becaufe their mouth reaches al¬ 
moll to their belly, and the head is lhaped like an olive. Though fome looked upon 
them to torbode mif'chief, and others thought them bad liflt, yet we all made much of 
them, by realbn of the want we were in, having been now above eight months 
at fea, fo that we had confumed al! the filh and flelh brought from Spain; and what 
u r ith the heat and moifture of the fea, the .bifeuit was fo full of maggots, that, as God 
{hall help me, 1 faw many that Itaid till jtight to eat the pottage or brewice made of 
it, that they might not fee the maggots ; and others were fo tiled to eat them, that 
they did not mind to throw them away when they faw them, becaufe they might 
lofe their flipper if they were fo very curious. 

Upon Saturday the 17th, the admiral put into a port three leagues eafl of Pennon, 
which the Indians called lluiva. It was like a great bay, where we relied three days, 
and going alhore, faw the inhabitants dwell upon the tops of trees, like birds, laying 
Hicks acrofs from bough to bough, and building huts upon them rather'than houfes. 
Though we knew not the reafon of this llrange etiflom, yet we guefled it was done for 
fear of thargriffms there are in that country, or of enemies ; for all along that coalt, the 
people at every league dillancc are great enemies to one another. 

We fjUled from this port on the 20th with fair weather, but not fettled; for as foon 
as we were got out to fea, the tempell began to rage again, and drove us into another 
port, whence we departed again the third day, the weather feeming fomewhal mended, 

but 
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bi!t like an enemy that lies in wait for a man, ruflicd out again and forced us to Pennon, 
where when we hoped to put in, the wind ftarted up To contrary that we were drove 
again Towards Veragua. Being at anchor in the river, the weather became again fo 
ftormy that all the favour we h^d from it was that f allowed us to get into that port, 
where we had been before on Thurfday the 12th of the fame month. Here we con¬ 
tinued from the l'econd day in Chriftmas till the 3d of January the following year 
1 ^0*3, when having repaired the fliip called Gallega and taken aboard abundance 
of Indian wheat, water, and wood, w r c turned back towards Veragua with bad wea¬ 
ther, and contrary winds, which changed crofsly juft as the admiral altered his 
courfe. And this was fo ftrange and unheard-of a thing, that I would not have 
repeated fo many changes, if, bolides by being then prefent, I had not feen the fame 
written by James Mendez, who failed with the canoes of Jamaica, whereof I lhall 
fpeak hereafter, and writ an account of this voyage; and the letter the admiral fent 
by him to Their Catholic Majellies, which is printed, will inform the reader how 
great our fufl'erings were, and how much fortune perfecuted him Ihe ought mod 
to favour. But to return »to the changes of weather and of our courfe, which put 
us to fo much trouble between Veragua and Porto Bello, for which reafon that 
coaft was called Cofta dc Contrafl'cs, that is, coaft of thwartings. 

Upoji Thurfday, being- the feall of the Epiphany, we call anchor near a river 
which the Indians call Ycbra, and the admiral named Belem or Bethlem, becaufe' 
we came to that place upon the feaft of the three kings. He caufed the mouth 
of that river, and of another well ward to be founded ; the latter the Indians call Ve¬ 
ragua where he found but dural water, and in that of Belem, four fathom at high 
water. The boats went up this river to the town, where they were informed the 
gold mines of Veragua were. At firft the Indians were fo far from convorfing, 
that they alfembled with their weapons to hinder the Chriftians landing. The 
next day, our boats going to the river of Veragua, the Indians there did as the 
others had done, and that not only a (It ore, but Itood upon their guard with their 
canoes in the water. But an Indian of that con ft who underltood them a little, 
going; afhore with the Chnliians and telling them we were good people and de- 
ftred nothing but w'hat we paid for, they were fomewhat pacified, and trucked 
twenty gold pfates, feme hollow pieces like joints of reeds, and ibme grains never 
melted ; which to make their value the more, they laid were gathered a great way 
off upon uncouth mountains ; and that when they gathered it they diu not eat, nor 
carry women along with them, which fame thing the people of Hifpaniola laid when it 
was firft difeovered. 


CHAP. XCV. — How the Admiral went into the River of Belem , and rcfolvcd to 
build a Town there , and leave his Brother the Lieutenant in it. 

ON Monday the 9th of January, the admiral’s fliip, and that called Bifcania went 
up the river, and the Indians came prefently to truck fbj- fucli things as they had, 
particularly yfh, which at certain times of the year comes out of the fea up thefe 
rivers in iuch quantities as feems incredible to fuch as do not fec*it; and they 
exchanged fome little gold for pins, and tln>io things they rooft valued theyt gave for 
beads or hawks-bells. Next day the other tw r o fhips came in, which they had not 
done at firft, becaufe there being but little water at the mouth of the fiver, they 
were forced to flay for the flood ; though there the fea never rifes or falls above half 
a fathom. * 

Veragua 
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Veragua being famed for mines and extraordinary wealth, the third day after 6ur 
arrival, the admiral’s brother went up the river with the boats to the town ofQuibio, lo 
the Indians call their king ; who hearing of the lieutenant’s coming, came doVvn the 
river in his canoes to meet him. Tfiey met in verydxiehdly manner, giving one an¬ 
other interchangeably fuch things as they valued molt; and having difeourfed a long 
time together every one went away peaceably. Next day the faid Quibio came aboard 
to vifit the admiral, and having difeourfed together afyout an hour, the admiral £ave 
him fome things, and his men trucked bells for fome gold, and fo he returned 
without any ceremony the fame way he came. 

•We being thus very eafy and fecure, on Wcdnefday the 241)1 of January the river 
of Belem luddenly fwelled fo high, that before we could provide again!! it, or carry 
a cable alliore, the fury of the water came fo impetuoufly againlt the admiral’s fhip 
that it broke one of its two anchors, and drove her with fuch force againlt the fhip 
Gallega, which lay allern of it, that it brought the foremalt by the board, and were 
both carried away foul of one another in utmoft danger of perifliing. Some 
judged the mighty rains to have been the caule of this mighty flood, they hav¬ 
ing never ceafed all the winter in that country ; but had that been it the river 
would have fwelled by degrees, and not all on a ludden, which made it to be 
believed fome great fhower had fallen on the mountains of Veragua, which the 
admiral called St. Chriftopher’s, becaufe the highelt of them was above the region of 
the air where meteors are bred ; for no cloud was ever feen above, but alL be¬ 
low it. 'l’o look to it is like an hermitage, and lies at lead twenty leagues up 
the country, in the midlt of woody mountains, whence we believed that flood came 
which was fo dangerous, that though it brought water enough to carry the fliips out 
to fea, the wind was then fo boilterous, that they muff have been fliattercd to 
pieces at the mouth of the river, diflant half a mile from whence they broke loole. 
This temped laded fb long that we had time enough to relit and caulk the fliips. 
The waves broke fo furioufly upon the mouth of the river, that the boats could not go 
out to dilcover along the coaft, to learn where the mines lay, and chule a place to build 
a town; the admiral having refblved to leave his brother there with mod of the 
men, that they might fettle and fubdue that country, whild he went Spain to fend 
fupplies of men and provifions: upon this profped, the weather glowing calmer, 
on Monday the 6th of February he font his brother with lixty-cight men by lea to the 
mouth of Veragua river, a league didant from Belem wefkvard, and he went a league 
and a half up the river, to the cacique’s town, where he ftaid a day enquiring out the 
way to the mines. 

On Wcdnefday they travelled t four leagues and a half, and came to lie near a 
river, which they palled forty-four times, and the next day advanced a league, and 
a half towards the mines fhewed them by Indians ft-nt by Ouibio to jniide them. 
In two hours tune after they came tlnther, every man gathered fome gold about 
the roots of the trees which were there very thick and of a prodigious height. 
This fample was much valued, becaufe none of thole that went had any tools to dig, 
or had ever gathered any. Therefore the defign of iheir journey being only to get 
information of*the mines, they returned very well pleafed that fame day to Veragua 
and the next to the fhips. True it is that, as was, afterwards Known, thefe mines 
wer^ not thole of Veragua, which hiy much nearer, but of Urira, a town whofe 
people ar^, enemies to thofe of Veragua, to do whom a difpleafurc, Quibio ordered 
the Christians to be conducted thither, and that they might go away to thofe, 
and leave his. 


CHAP. 



LIFE OF COLON, BY HIS SON. 


*37 


0 

CHAP. X.CVI. — How the AdmiraPs Brother went tofee fame Towns of that Province ; 
with an Account o£ the Gountry , and Cufionu ofibofe People. 

ON Thurfday the 14th of February 1503, the admiral’s brother went into the 
country with forty men, a boat following with fourteen. The next day they came to 
the river of Urira, feven leagues from Belem weftward. The cacique came out a 
league from his town to meet him, with twenty men, and prefented him with 
fuch things as they feed on, and fome gold plates were exchanged here. Whilft they 
were here the cacique and chief men never ceafed putting a dry herb into their mouths 
and chewing it, and fometimes they took a fort of powder they carried with that herb, 
which looks very add. Having refted here* a while, the Chriftians and Indians went 
together to the town, where abundance of people came out to them, and afligned them 
a great houfe to lie in,, giving them much to eat. Soon after came the cacique 
of Dururi, which is a neighbouring town, -with a great many Indians, who brought 
fome gold plates to truck ;• all thefe Indians faid there were caciques up the country 
who had plenty of gold and abundance of men armed like ours. Next day, the 
lieutenant ordered the refl of his men to return by land to the fhips, and he, with 
thirty he kept with him, held on his journey towards Zobraba, where the fields for 
above fix leagues were all full of maize, like com fields. Thence he went to Cateba, 
another town ; at both places he was well entertained, abundance of provifions given 
Tiim, and fome gold plates trucked, which, as has been faid, are like the paten of a cha¬ 
lice, fome bigger and fome lei's, weighing twelve ducats, more or lefs; they wear them 
about their necks, hanging by a firing as we do relicks. The lieutenant being now 
very far from tne fhips without finding any port along that coaft, or any river 
bigger than that of Belem to fettle his colony, he came back the fame way on. 

the 24th of February, bringing above-ducats in gold he had exchanged for. 

As foon as he returned, prefently order was taken for his flay, and eighty men 
being appointed to remain with him, they agreed by ten and ten, or more or 
lefs in a gang, and began to build houfes upon the bank of the aforefaid river of Be¬ 
lem, about a cannon fhot from the mouth of it, within a trench that lies on the right 
hand, coming 'up the river, at a mouth of which there is a little hill. Befides 
thefe houfes, which were all of timber and covered with palm tree leaves which 
grew along the fhore, aiKfthcr large houfe was built, to ferve as a ftorehoufe and 
magazine, into which feveral pieces of cannon, powder, and provifions were put, 
and other neceflaries for the fupport of the planters. But for win§, bifcuit, oil, vi¬ 
negar, cheefe and much grain, which was till thay had to eat, thefe things were 
left i» the fafeft place, aboard the fhip called Gallega that was to be left with the 
lieutenant, that he might make ufe of it either at fea or afhore, having all its 
cordage, nets, hooks, and other fifhing tackle; for as we have faid, there is vaft 
plenty of fifh in that country in every river, feveral forts at certain times running 
along the coaft in Ihoals, on which the people of the country feed more than upon 
flefh ; for thQUgh there be fome forts of beafts they are not enough to ipaintain them. 
The cuftoms of the Indians are for the mod part much like thofe of Hifpaniola 
and the neighbouring iflands ; . but thefe people of Veragua and the county about 
it, when they talk to one another and eat turn their backs, and are always chew¬ 
ing an herb, Which we look upon to be the occafion that their tee% are decayed 
and rotten. Their food is fifh, which they take with # nets and hooks made of 
tortoife-fhell, which they cut with a thread as if they were fawing; the fame they 
ufe. in the iflands. They have another way of catching fcm^ very finall fifties, 
which in Hifpaniola they call Titi. Thefe at certain times being drove to the fhore 
vol. xii. T * by 
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by the rains, are fo persecuted by the bigger fifh, that they are forced up to die 
furface of the water, where the Indians take as many as they will of theft in little 
mats, or fmall nets, and wrap them up in leaves of tjees as apothecaries do their 
drugs, and having dried them in an oven, they keep a long time. They alfo catch 
pilchards almoft in the fame manfier; for at certain times thefe fifties fly from the 
great ones fo violently and in fuch fear, that they leap out two or three paces upon the 
dry land, fo that there is no more to do but to take them as they do the others. 
Thefe pilchards are taken after another manner; for in the middle of their canoes, 
from Item to Item, they raile a partition of palm-tree leaves two yards high, and 
plying about the river they make a noife, and beat the fliore with their oars, and 
then the pilchards, to fly from the other fifh, leap into the canoe, and hitting againft 
thofe leaves fall in, by which means they take as many as they pleafe. Several forts 
of fifh pafs along the coalt in flioals, whereof wonderful quantities are taken, which 
they keep roafted a long time. They have alfo abundance .of maize, which is a fort 
of grain growing in an ear, or hard head like millet, whereof they make white and 
red wine, as beer is made in England, and mix of their fpice with it as pleafes their 
palate; it has a pleafant tafte like a fliarp brilk wine : they alfo make another fort of 
wine of certain trees like palms ; and I believe they are of that kind, but that they are 
fmooth, and have fuch prickles on the trunk as the thorn. From the pith, of this 
palm, which is like palmitoes fqueezed, they draw a juice, whereof they make wine, 
boiling it with water and fpice ; and this they make great account of. They make 
another wine of the fruit we laid is found in the ifland Guadaloupe, which is like 
a great pine-apple: it is planted in great fields, and the plant is a fprout growing out 
at the top of the fruit itfelf, like that which grows out of a cabbage,or lettuce. One 
planr lafts three or four years, and bears. They make wine of other forts of fruit, par- 
.ticularly of one that grows upon very high trees, and is as big as a large lemon; and 

every one has two, three, and forne nine ftones like nuts, but they are not round, 

but long, or like a chefnut. The rind of this fruit is like a pomegranate, and when 

firft taken from the tree it refembles it exactly, fave only that it wants the prickly 

circle at the top. The tafte of it is like a peach: of thefe fome are better, fome 
worfe, as is ufual among other fruit. There are of them in the iflands, and the 
Indians call them Mamei. 

A 

»> 

CHAP. XCVTI. — How, for the greater Security of the Chriftian Colony , Quihio, and 
fevcral of the principal Men, were made Prisoners ; and how , through the Carelejf- 

nefs of his Keepers , he made his Efcape. 

ALL things were now fettled for the Chriftian colony, and ten or twelve houfes 
buiit and thatched, and the admiral ready to fail for Spain, when he fell into greater 
danger for want of water, than he had been before by the inundation. For the 
great rains of January being over, the mouth of the river was fo choaked up with 
land, that whereas when they came in there was about ten feet water, which was fcant 
enough, wheq we would have gone out there were not two feet, fo thatrwe were Ihut 
up without any help, it being itnpoffible to get the Ihips over the, land; and though 
there hat 1 been fuch an engine, the fea was fo boifterous, that the leaft wave which 
beats upon thefhore was enough to beat the Ihips in pieces, efpecially ours, which were 
at this time lik£ a honey-comb, being all worm-eaten through and through. We had 
nothing left but to have repourfe to God, and beg rain of him, as before we prayed 
for fair weather j for the rain we knew would fwell the river, and clear the fand from 

i o the 
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the mouth- of it, as is ufual in thofe rivers. It being in the mean while difcovered by 
means of ‘the interpreter, that Quibio, the cacique of Veragua, intended to fet fire to 
the houfes, and deftroy the Qhriftians, becaufe all the Indians-were againfl their plant¬ 
ing upon that river ; it was therefore thought fit', as a punifhrfient to him, and a terror 
and example to others, to make him a prifoner, with all his chief men, and fend them 
into Spain, *and that his town fhould remain at the difpofal of the Chriftians. 

To this purpofe the lieutenant, on the foth of March, went with feverity-fix men to 
the town or village of Veragua; and becaufe I call it a town or village, it is to be ob- 
ferved, that in thofe parts their houfes are not clofe together, but they live as in Bifcay, 
at fome diftance from one another. When Quibio underftood that the lieutenant was 
come near, he fent him word not to come up to his houfe, which flood upon a hill 
above the river of Veragua ; and the lieutenant, that he might not fly for rear of him, 
refolved to go with only five men, ordering thofe he left behind to come after him, 
two and two, at fome distance from one another; and when they heard a mufquet 
fired, they fhould befet the houfe, that none might efcape. Being come up to the 
houfe, Ouibio fent another meffenger, bidding him not go in, for he would come out 
to talk to him, though he was wounded with an arrow, which they do that their wo¬ 
men may not be feen, being wonderful jealous of them. Accordingly he catne and 
fat at tfie door, bidding only the lieutenant come near him, who did fo, ordering 
the reft to fall on, as loon as he laid hold of his arm. He -diked the cacique fome 
flueftions concerning his indifpofition and the affairs of the country, by the afiiftance of 
an Indian he had, whom we had taken not far off', above three months fince, and he 
willingly went along with us. T his man was then much afraid, for knowing that 
Quibio defigned t,o deftroy all the Chriftians, and not knowing our ftrength, he thought 
that might eafily be done by the great multitude of people there was in that province. 
But the lieutenant minded not his fear, and pretending to look where the cacique was 
wounded, he took him by the arm, and though they were both very ftrong, yet the 
lieutenant took fuch good hold, that he loft it not rill the other four came up, which 
done, one of them fired a mufquet, and on a fudden all file Chriftians running out of 
their ambufh befet the houfe, in which there were thirty people, great and fmall, moft 
of which were.taken, and never a one wounded, for they feeing their king taken, 
would make no rcfiftance. Among theft there were fome wives and children of 
Quibio, and other men of note, who offered great wealth, faying, there was a great 
treafure in the adjoining wo*od, and they would give it all for their ranfom. But the 
lieutenant not regarding their promifes, ordered Quibio, with his wives and children, 
and the principal men, to be carried aboard, before the country took the alarm, flay¬ 
ing himfelf there with moft of the men, to go "after his kindred and fubjeils who were 
fled.* Then having confulted with the captains and chief men, whom they fhould in- 
truft to conduit the prifoners to the mouth of the river; he at laft delivered them to 
John Sanchez de Cadiz, a pilot, and a man in good reputation, he offering to carry 
them, the cacique being bound hands and feet; and this pilot being charged to take 
fpecial care that the cacique fhould not efcape, he anfwered, he would give them leave 
to pull off hi» beard if he got from him. So he took him into his cuftedy, and went 
down the river ofVpragua. Being come within half a league of the mouth of it, and 
Quibio complaining that his hands were too hard bound, John Sanchez out of com- 
pafiion, loofed him from the feat of the boat to which he was tied, and held the rope 
in his hand. A little after, Quibio obferving he did not mind him,«threw himfelf 
into the water; said John Sanchez not being able to hold faft the rope, let go that he 
might not draw him after into tile water. Night coiqj^g on, and thofe in the boat 

T 2 being 
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being all in a confufion, they could not fee or hear where he got alhore, fo that they 
heard no more of him than if a ftone had fallen into the water. That the like^ might 
not happen with the reft of the prifoners, they held on their way to the Ihips with 
much fhame for their careleffnefs and overfight. The next day the lieutenant perceiv¬ 
ing the country was very mountainous and woody, and that there were no regular 
towns, but one houfe here, and another at a great diftance, and that it would be very 
difficult to purfue the Indians from place to place, he refolved to return to the Ihips 
with his men, not one of them being either killed or wounded. He prefented the ad¬ 
miral with the plunder of Quibio’s houfe, worth about three hundred ducats in gold 
plates, little eagles, and fmall quills, which they firing and wear about their arms and 
legs, and in gold twifts which they put about their head in the nature of a coronet. 
All which things, deducing only the fifth'part for Their Catholic Majefties, he divided 
among thofe that went upon the expedition : And to the lieutenant, in token of vic¬ 
tory, was given one of thofe crowns or coronets abovementioped. 

CHAP. XCVIII. — How after the Admiral was gone from Belem to return to Spain, 

Quibio a/faulted the Chri/lian Colony , in which Engagement there were many killed 

and wounded. 

ALL things being provided for the maintenance of the colony, and the rules 
and methods for them to be governed by, fettled by the admiral, it pleafed God 
to fend fo much rain, as fwelled the x'ivcr and opened the mouth of it ; wherefore 
the admiral refolved to depart with all fpeed for Hifpaniola, to fend fpeedy lupplies 
to this place. Having waited for a calm that the fca might not beat upon the mouth 
of the river, we went out with three {hips, the boats going a-head and'towing us. Yet 
never a one went out lb cleverly, but his keel raced upon the land, and had been in 
danger notwithftanding the calm, but that thofe are loofe moving funds. Then we 
prefently took in all we had unladed to lighten the Ihips that they might get out. As 
we lay waiting for a fair wind upon the open coaft, a league from the mouth of the 
river, it pleafed God miraculoufly to give us an occafion of fending the admiral’s boat 
alhore, as well for water as for other necelfary affairs, that by the lofs of thefe both 
thole alhore, and thofe in the Ihips might be faved, which happened thus. When 
Quibio and the Indians faw that the (hips were without, and could not relieve them 
that were left behind, they affaulted the Chriftian colony at*the fame time that the boat 
came to the Ihore. They having not been difeovered by reafon of the thicknefs of the 
wood, when they came within ten paces of our men’s houfes, fell on with great Ihouts, 
calling javelins at thofe they fpieff, and at the very houfes, which being covered with 
palm-tree leaves, were eafily flruck through and through, and fo fometimes .they 
wounded thofe within. Having thus furprized our men, thinking of no fuch thing, 
they wounded four or five before they could put themfelves into a pofture of defence. 
But the lieutenant being a man of great refolution, he went out againft the enemy with 
a fpear, encouraging his men, and falling furioufly on the Indians with feven or eight 
that followed him, fo that he made them retire to the wood, which (as y/e Laid) was 
clofe to the ho'ufes. Thence they returned and Ikirmilhed, calling their javelins and 
then retiring, as the Spaniards ufe to do in the fport they call Juego de Canas, many of 
them flying from the Chriffians after they had felt the edge of their fwords, and the 
teeth of a dog, who furioufly fell in among them ; fo that at length they fled, having 
killed one Chriftian and wounded feven, one of which was the lieutenant, who was hurt 
with a javelin in the breall; from winch danger two-Chriftians took care to preferve 

themfelves; 
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tHemfelves; which ftory I will relate to {hew the comicalnefs of the one, who was an 
Italian of Lombardy, and the gravity of the other who was a Spaniard. The Lombard 
'running haftily to hide himfelf in a houfe, James Mendez, qf whom mention will be 
made hereafter, faid to him, turn, turn back Sebaftian, whither are you going ? He 
anfwered, let me go you devil, for I am going to fecure my perfon. The Spaniard 
was captain James Triftan, whom the admiral fent afhore in thd boat, who never went 
out* of it with his men, though the fray was juft by the river; and being blamed by 
fome for not affifting the Chriftians, he anfwered, he faid he did it that thofe afhore 
might not run to the boat and fo all perifh, becaufe if the boat were loft, the admiral 
would be in danger at fea, and therefore he would do no more than he had been 
commanded, which was to take in water, and to fee whether there was any need of his 
afliftance. Rcfolving therefore to take in the water immediately, that he might carry 
the admiral an account of what had happened, he went up the river for it, where the 
f'weet did not mix with the fait, though fome advifed him not to go, for the danger 
there was of the Indians and their canoes ; to which he anfwered, he did not fear that 
danger, linee he was fent for that purpofe by the admiral. Accordingly he went up 
the river, which is very deep within, and fheltered on both fidcs with abundance of 
trees, which come to the edge of the water and fo thick that there is fcarce any going 
afhore, except in fome places which are the fifhermen’s paths, and where they hide 
their canoes. As foon as the Indians perceived he was got about a league from the 
, colony up the river, they rufhed out from the thickeft on botli fides the river in their 
canoes, and making a hideous noife, blowing their horns, afiaulted him boldly on all 
Tides with great odds on their fide, becaufe their canoes being fwift, and one man 
being enough to command and turn them which way they pleal'e, efpecially thofe that 
are little and belong to the fifhermen, three or four men came in each of them, one of 
whom rowed, and the reft call their javelins at thofe in the boat; I call them jave¬ 
lins becaufe of their bignefs, though they have no iron heads, but only points of fifh 
bones. There being but feven or eight men in our boat who rowed, and the captain 
with three or four men for fight, they could tint cover themfelves againft the many 
javelins they threw' at them, and therefore they were forced to quit their oars to take 
up their targets. But there was fuch a multitude of Indians, who poured in on all 
fides, coming up and retiring in good order, as tViey thought fit, that they wounded 
moll of the Chriftians, efpecially the captain, who was hurt in many places; and 
though he flood unmoved* encouraging his men, it availed him nothing; for he was 
hefet on all fides, and could not ftir, nor make ufe of his mufquets, till at laft they 
llruck a javelin into his eye, and he fell down dead ; and all the reft came to the 
like fate, except one John de Noia of Seville" who by good luck in the height of the 
fray fell into the water, and diving got to the fhore, and made his way through the 
thickeft of the wood to the colony, to carry the news of what had happened. This 
fo* terrified our men, that feeing they were but a few, fome of their companions being 
killed and others wounded, and that the admiral was at fea without a boat, and in 
danger not to return to a place whence he might fend them relief, they refolved not 
to flay there ; and accordingly would have gone away immediately \yithout any or¬ 
ders, had not tftepnouth of the river hindered, the bad weather having {hut it up 
again; for neither could the fhip they had left them get out, nor durft any boat at¬ 
tempt it, becaufe the fea beat lo violently, fo that there was no fending the admiral 
advice of what had happened. He was in no lefs danger himfelf, riding in an open 
road, haying no boat and but few men, fo many havjpg been killed: fo that we 
were all in the fame trouble and confufion, as they w^e within, who confidering what 
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had happened and feeing thofe that had been killed in the boat drive down the river 
covered with Wounds, and followed by the country crows, looked upon thefe things 
as ill omens, and dreaded coming to the fame end; ai\d the more becaufe they 
perceived the Indians were puffed up with their fuccefs, infomuch that they gave them 
not a minute’s refpite by reafon of the ill fituation of the colony ; and there is no 
doubt but that they muff have all fuffered, had they not advifcd to remove tb an open 
ftrand eaftward, where they made a work round them with the calks and other things, 
and planting the cannon in convenient places defending themfelves, the Indians not 
daring to come out of the wood, becaufe of the mifchief the bullets did among 
them. 

CIIAP. XCIX.— How the Indians that were kept Prifoners aboard made their Efcape, 
and the Admiral was informed of the ill Succcfs of his Men. 

WHILST thefe things happened, the admiral waited ten days with much trouble, 
and fufpecting what might fall out, till the fea would fettle, that he might fend another 
boat to know what it was that detained the firfl; but fortune thwarting him in all 
things, would not allow us to hear of one another; and to add to our affliction, it 
happened that the fons and kindred of Quibio, whom we kept prifoners aboard the 
fhip Bermuda, to carry them to Spain, found means to efcape thus. At night they 
were kept under hatches, and the fcuttle being fo high that they could not reach it, 
the watch forgot to fallen it with a chain as they ufed to do, efpecially becaufe fome 
feamcn lay upon it. The prifoners, therefore, one night gathering the Hones that 
were in the hold under the fcuttle, and raifing themfelves on them, let their fhoulders 
againft it, and forced it open, tumbling thofe that lay on it over and over; and fome 
of the principal men leaping out, caft themfelves into the fea. The feamen taking the 
alarm, many of them could not get out; and the fcuttle being fattened with the 
chain, better care was taken ; but thofe that remained in defpair, becaufe they could 
not get off with their companions, hanged themfelves with the ropes they could come 
at, and fo were found the next morning, their feet and knees dragging upon the 
bottom of the hold, the place not being high enough for them to hang without 
touching, fo that all the prifoners aboard that fhip efcaped or died. Though this 
lofs was not material to the {hips, yet befides that it increafed the number of mif- 
fortunes, it was feared it might be hurtful to thofe afhoi'e; becaufe Quibio would 
willingly have made peace with them to get his children, and now there being no 
hoflage left, there was caufc to fufpect he would make war with the greater fury. 
Being thus afflicted amidft fo many troubles and difafters, having nothing to truft to 
but our anchors and cables, without knowing any thing from Ihore, there wanted 
not thofe, who faid, that fmee thofe Indians only to obtain their liberty, had ven¬ 
tured to leap into the fea above a league from Ihore, they to lave themfelves, and 
fo many more, would be content to fwim afflore, provided that boat which remained 
would carry them as far as where the waves did not break. I fay one boat re¬ 
mained, which.was that of the fhip Bermuda, for that of the Bifcaina .we faid be¬ 
fore was loft in the fray, fo that they had only that one boat at prefent among the 
three fflipa The admiral hearing thefe feamen’s honoft propofal, allowed of it, and 
ib the boat carried them within a mufquet {hot of land, not being able to go nearer 
without great danger becaufe of the great waves that broke on it. There one Peter 
de Ledefma, a pilot of Sevillp, threw himfelf into the water-, and with a good heart 
got afhore, where he leamt the condition our men were in, and how they all unani- 
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mbufly faid, they would not upon any account remain there in that forlorn condition, and 
therefore defired the admiral not to fail till he had taken them off, for to leave them 
there Vas facrificing of them, and the more becaufe there were already divifions among 
them, and they obeyed neither the admiral’s hrother nor the captains, and all their 
care was upon the firft fair weather, to fecure a canoe and go aboard, bccaufe 
this could* not be conveniently done with only one boat that was left them; and 
if the admiral would not receive them, they would endeavour to fave their lives aboard 
that fhip which was left them, and rather truft fortune than be at the mercy of 
the Indians, who would inhumanly butcher them. With thisanfwer Peter de Ledeftna 
returned to the boat which waited for him, and thence to the Ihips, where he gave the 
admiral an account how matters flood. 

CHAP. C. — How the Admiral brought off the Men he had left at Belem, andJlruck 

' over to Jamaica. 

THE admiral underftamling the rout, the confufion and defpair thofe afhore were 
in, lie relolved to flay and bring them off, though not without great danger, becaufe 
his Ihips lay in an open road, out of all fhelter, and without hopes of efcaping, had 
the weather grown more boifterous. But it pleafed God in eight days he continued 
there, the weather mended fo much, that thofe afhore with their boat and large 
canoes faff bound together, that they might not overfet, began to gather their goods, 
and every one ftriving to be none of the laft, they ufed fuch diligence, that fn two 
days nothing was left afhore but the hulk of the fhip, which by reafon of the worms 
was unfit for fervice. Thus rejoicing we were all together again, we failed up that 
coaft ealtward; for though all the pilots were of opinion that we might return to St. 
Domingo Handing away to the north, yet only the admiral and his brother knew 
it was requifite to run a confiderable way up that coaft, before they ftruck acrofs that 
gulph that is between the continent and Hifpaniola, which our men were much dif- 
pleafed at, thinking the admiral defigned diredtly for Spain, whereas he neither had 
provifions, nor were his fhips tit for that voyage. But he knowing belt what was 
fit to be done, we held on our courfe till we came to Porto Bello, where we were forced 
to leave the fhfp Bil'caina, it was fo leaky, being all worm-eaten through and through. 
And holding along up the coaft, we palled by the port we called Rctrete, and a country 
near which there were abundance of fmall iflands, which the admiral called Las Barbas, 
but the Indians and pilots call that the territory of the cacique Pocorofa: hence we 
held on ten leagues to the laft land we faw of the continent, called Marmora, and on 
Monday the iff of May 1503, we flood to the northward, the wind and currents eaft, 
which made us lie as near the wind as we could. And though all the pilots faid, 
we fliould be eaft of the Caribbee iflands, yet the admiral feared he fhould not make 
Hifpaniola, which proved fo ; for upon Wednefday the 10th of the fame month of 
May, we were in fight of two very fmall and low iflands, full of tortoifes, as was all 
the fea about, infomuch that they looked like little rocks, for which reafon thofe 
iflands were palled Tortugas or Tortoifes. Sailing on northwards, on Friday following 
about evening, thirty leagues from thofe iflands, we came to thofe called Jardin de la 
Reina, or The Queen’s Garden, which is a great number of iflands on the feyth fide of 
Cuba. Being here at an anchor, ten leagues from Cuba, with men and trouble 
enough, becatlfe they had nothing to eat but bifeuit, with fome little oil and vinegar, 
labouring day and night at the pump, becaufe the Ihips were fo worm-eaten they 
were ready to fink, a great ftorm arofe in the night, and the fhip Bermuda not 
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being able to ride it out, ran foul of us, and broke our Item and its own ftern, and 
though with much difficulty, becaufe of the roughnefs of the fea and high wind, 
it pleafed God they got lool'e from one another ; and though we call all our. an¬ 
chors, none would hold but the fheet-anchor, whofe cable, when day appeared, we 
found held but by a thread, which *if the night had laded an hour longer, mud have 
given way, and all that place being full of rocks, we could not mils fplitting upon 
fome of thofe that were adern us. But it pleafed God to deliver us here, as he had 
done from many other dangers. And fo failing hence with much toil, we came to an 
Indian town on the coad of Cuba, called Mataia, where having got fome refreffiment, 
we'failed for Jamaica; for the cad winds and great currents letting wedward, would 
not permit us to dand for Hifpaniola, efpecially the fhips being fo worm-eaten, that as 
'has been faid, we never ceafed day and night working at three pumps in each of 
them, and if any one broke, whild it was mending, we were forced to fupply the 
want of it with kettles. For all this, the night before Midfpmmcr-eve the water was 
fo high in our flap, that there was no draining of it, for it came almod up to the 
deck ; and with much labour we held out in that manner till day appearing, we put 
into a harbour in Jamaica called Puerto Bueno, or Good Harbour, which, though 
good to take Ihelter againd a derm, had no frelh water, nor any town near it. 
Having made the bed ffiift we could, on the day after the fead of St. John, we 
fet out for another harbour calhvard, called Santa Gloria, or Holy Glory, which 
is inclofed with rocks. Being got in, and no longer able to keep the Ihips above, 
water, we run them affiore as far in as wc could, branding them clofe together 
board and board, and ihoring them up on both fides, fixed them fo that they could 
not budge; and in this podure the w^ater came up almod to the deck, upon which, 
and the poop and fore-cadle, were ffieds made for the men to lie in, to fecure 
ourfelves, that the Indians might not hurt us, becaufe the ifland was not then in¬ 
habited or fubdued by Chriltians. 

CHAP. Cl. — How the Admiral fent Canoes from Jamaica to Hifpaniola , to give Advice 
that he was cajl of sore there with his Men. 

BEING thus fortified in our Ihips about a bow lhot from land, the Indians who, 
were a peaceable good natured people, came in their canoes to fell provifions, and fuch 
things as they had, for oui commodities. Therefore, that'there might not be fome 
diforder committed among the Chridians, and that they might not take more in ex¬ 
change than was fitting, and the others might have their due, the admiral appointed 
two perfons to overfee the buying .of fuch things as they brought, and to divide daily 
among the men what was exchanged, becaufe there w as nothing left aboard to fuhfid 
on, as well becaufe mod of the provifions were fpent, as for that the red were fpoiled, 
and fome loll when the men came away from Belem, where the hade and confufion 
hindered things being brought off as they diould. That we might be fupplied with 
fullenance, it pleafed God to direct us to that ifland, which abounds in provifions, 
and is inhabited by Indians, who are willing enough to trade, and therefore they 
reforted from all parts to barter fuch commodities as they had. Fot this reafon, and 
that the Chridians might not difperfe about the ifland, die admiral chofe to fortify him- 
felf upon the fea, and not fettle a dwelling afliore; becaufe we being naturally difo- 
bedient, no command or punifllment would have kept the men from running about 
the country, and into the houfes of the Indians, to take from them what they found, 
and thus they would have angered their wives and children, which would have caufed 
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quarrels and made them our enemies, and the taking their provifions by force would 
have reduced us to great want and diftrefs. This could not happen now, becaufe 
the men were aboard, and there was no going alhore without leave, which pleafed the 
Indians, who fold two hutties, which are little features like rabbits, for a bit of 
tin, and cakes of bread they call Zabi, for two or three red or yellow glal's beads; 
and.when 'they brought a quantity of any thing, they had a hawk’s-bcll, and l'ome- 
times we gave a cacique or great man a little looking glafs or red cap, or a pair of 
fcilfars to pleafe them. This good order kept the men plentifully fupplied with pro¬ 
vifions, and the Indians were well pleafed wit’ ur company. But it being requilitc 
to find fome means to return to Spain tin- admired lometimes confulted with the cap¬ 
tains and principal men about the v. <' n.. # o getting out of that confinement, and 
at leaft returning to Ilifpani la; .or to (by there in hopes fome fhips might arrive was 
a mere folly, and to think to build a vcffel was impoilible, having neither tools nor 
workmen fit to do any thing to the purpofe, but whai would take up a long time, and 
not produce fuch a veflfel as was fit to fail againlt the winds and currents that prevail 
among thofe iflands; and therefore it had been only time iofl, and would rather have 
proved our ruin than relief. Therefore after r any coi filiations, the admiral refolved 
to fend to Hifpaniola to give an account that he was .aft afhore un that .Hand, and de- 
fired afthip might be fent him with provifions aim ammunition. 'IV. this purpofe he 
made choice of two perfons that might perform it faithfully and courageoufly, I fay 
courageoufly, becaufe it feemed impoilible to go .. /or from on c .(land to the other 
in canoes, and there was no other way for it: thele being boats, as has been faid 
above made of one fingle tree hollowed, and fo contrived, that when they are loaded, 
they are not a /pan above water. Befides, they mu.fi be indifferently large for 
that paffage, becaufe little ones would be more d ■ -gerous, and the biggeft by rea- 
fon of their own weight were not fit for a long voyage, or to perform what was 
defigned. Two canoes fit for the purpofe hc’ng ch.A., the admiral in July 1503, 
ordered 'nines Mendez de Segura, his chief fecretary, to go in one of them with fix 
Chrifiians and ten Indians to row, and in the other he fent Bartholomew Fiefco, a 
Genoefe gentleman, with a like number of men; that as foon as James Mendez got 
over to Hifpaniola, he might mtim.. ids journey to St. Domingo which was two 
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honour and neceilify putting men upon bonier attempts than fhL, the perfons above- 
mentioned took their way along the coaft of Jamaica to the eaftermoft point of it, 
which the Indians call Aoamaquique, from a caJque of that province fo called, 
thirty three leagues from Maima, where we wore. There being thirty leagues dif- 
tance between the two iflands, and nothing in the way but one little iflantf or rock eight 
leagues from Hifpaniola, i: was requifite fo expeft a calm, in order to crofs over fo great 
a fea in fuch poor veffels, which it pleafed God they foon had. Every Indian having 
put aboard his calabafh of water and carrabi, or fuch provifions as they ufe, and the 
Chriftians with* fwords and targets, and the neceffary fuftenance, they put out to fea ; 
and the admiral’s brother, who went to that point of Jamaica to fee that the Indians of 
ihe ifland Ihould no way hinder them, flaid there, till night coming on, he loft fight 
VOL. xii. u of 
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of them, and then returned eafily towards the (hips, in his way perceiving the peo¬ 
ple of ihie country to converfe and be friendly with us. 

• t 

CHAP. CII. — How the Brotbersc&lled Porras, with many of the Men, mutinied againf 
the Admiral , faying they would go to Spain. 

WHEN the canoes were gone for Hifpaniola, the men left aboard the {hips began to 
fell lick, as well by reafon of the hardlhips endured during the voyage, as the change 
of .diet; for at prefent they had no Spanilh proviftons, nor wine, nor nelh, except fome 
of thofe hutties we have fpoke of, they happened to get in exchange. So that thofe who 
were found, thinking it very hard to be fo long confined, did not forbear to mutter 
among themfelves in private; faying, the admiral would return into Spain no more, 
became Their Catholic Majefties had turned him off, nor much lefs into Hifpaniola, where 
he had been refufed admittance at his coming from Spain, and that he had fent thofe 
in the canoes into Spain to folicit his own affairs, and not to bring {hips or other fuc- 
cours, and that he defigned whilft they were foliciting Their Catholic Majefties, to ftay 
there to fulfil his banimment; for otherwife Bartholomew Fiefco had been come back 
by this time, as was given out he was to do. Befides they knew not, whether 
he and James Mendez were drowned by the way •, which, if it had happened, they 
Ihould never be relieved, if they did not take care for it themfelves, fince the 
admiral did not feem to look to it for the reafon aforefaid, and becaufe of the 
gout, which had fo feized all his limbs, that he could fcarce ftir in his bed, much 
lefs undergo the fatigue and danger of going over to Hifpaniola in canoes. For which 
reafons, they ought with a good heart to fix their refolution, fince. they were well, 
before they fell lick with the reft; that it would not be in the admiral’s power 
to hinder them; and being once in Hifpaniola, they would be fo much the better 
received by how much the danger they left him in was greater, becaufe of the 
hatred and enmity borne him by the commendary Lares, then governor of that 
ifland; and that when they went into Spain they might go to the bifhop D. John 
de Fonfeca, who would favour them, as would the treafurer Morales, who kept 
for his miflrefs the filter of thofe Porrafes, the ring-leaders of the mutineers, and 
chief fomenters of the fedition, who did not doubt but they fhould be well 
received by Their Catholic Majefties, before whom all the fault would be laid upon 
the admiral, as had been in the affairs of Hifpaniola with Roldan ; and Their Majefties 
would rather feize him and take all he had, than be obliged to perform all that was 
agreed upon between them and him. Thefe and the like arguments they ufed among 
themfelves, and the perfuafions and fuggeftions of the aforefaid brothers, one of whom 
was captain of the fliip Bermuda, and the other comptroller to the fquadron, prev'ailed 
with forty eight men to join in this confpiracy, taking Porras for their captain ; and 
every one provided what he could againft the day and hour appointed ; and being 
all ready with their arms, on the 2 d of January in the morning, the aforefaid 
captain Francis de Porras came upon the quarter-deck of the admiral’s fhip, and faid 
to him. My lord what is the meaning, that you will not go into Spain, and will 
keep us ajl here perifhing ? The admiral hearing thefe unufual infolent words, and 
fufpeftin^' what the matter might be, very calmly answered, he did not fee which way 
they could go, till thofe that were gone in the canoes fent a {hip. That no man 
was more defirous to be gone than he, as well for his own private intereft, as for 
the good 6f them all, for. whom he was accountable; but that if he had any thing 
elfe to propofe, he would again call together the captains and principal men to confult, 
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as had been done feveral times before. Porras replied it was no time to talk, but that 
he fhould embark quickly or flay there by himfelf; and fo turning his back, added in 
a loud*voice, I am going to §pain with thofe that will follow me; at which time all his 
followers, who were prefent began to cry out, We will go with you, we will go with 
you, and running about, poffeffed themfelves of the forecaftle, poop, and round-tops, 
all in confufion; and crying, Let them die; other^ for Spain, for Spain; and others 
What lhall we do, captain ? Though the admiral was then in bed fo lame of the gout 
that he could not (land; yet he could not forbear riling and Humbling out at this noife. 
But two or three worthy perfons, his fervants, laid hold of, and with labour laid him in 
his bed, that the mutineers might not murder him. Then they ran to his brother, 
who was courageoully come out with a half pike in his hand; and wrefting it out of 
his hands, put him in to his brother, defiring captain Porras to go about his bu- 
finefs, and not do fome mifchief they might all fuffer for; that he might be fatisfied 
they did not oppofe his going ; but if he Ihould kill the admiral, he could not expeft 
but to be feverely punilhed, without hopes of any benefit. The tumult being fome- 
what appeafed, the confpirators took ten canoes, that were by the fhip’s fide, and 
which the admiral had bought all about the illand, and went aboard them as joyfully 
as if they had been in fome port of Spain; upon this many more, who had no 
hand in the plot, in defpair to fee themfelves as they thought forfaken, taking what 
they could along with them, went aboard the canoes with them, to the great forrow 
.and afllidlion of thofe few faithful fervants, who remained with the admiral, and of all 
the fick, who thought themfelves loft for ever, and without hopes of ever getting off. 
And it is certain, that had the people been well, not twenty men had remained with 
the admiral, who, went out to comfort his men with the beft words the pofture of his 
affairs would fuggeft ; and the mutineers, with their captain Francis de Porras, in their 
canoes, went away for the eaft point of the ifland, whence James 'Mendez and Fiefco 
went over for Hifpaniola ; and wherefoever they came, they infulted the Indians, taking 
away their provifions and what elfe they pleafed by force; and telling them, they 
might go to the admiral and he would pay them, but in cafe he did not, they might 
kill him, which was the beft thing they could do ; becaufe he was not only hated by the 
Chriflians,but had been foe caufe of all the mifchief had befallen the Indians of the other 
ifland, and would do the fame by them, if they did not prevent it by his death, for that 
was his defign in flaying there. Thus travelling to the eaftermoft point of Jamaica, the 
firft calm they fet out for Hifpaniola, carrying fome Indians in every canoe to row. 
But the weather not being well fettled, and their canoes overloaded, they refolved to 
return to Jamaica before they were four leagues at fea, the wind turning againft them, 
and they being able to make but little way. * ■ Befides, they not being fkilful at ma¬ 
naging the canoes, it happened a little water flafhed in over the fides; to remedy 
which, they lightened, throwing all they carried over-board; fo that nothing remained 
but their arms, and as much provifion as would ferve them back. The wind ftill 
frefhing, and they thinking themfelves in fome danger, it was refolved to murder the 
Indians, and throw them into the fea; this they accordingly executed upon fome of 
thent; and others, who for fear of death, trailing in their fkill in fwiiyniing, leaped 
over into the water*and being very weary would hang by the canoes to breathe a little, 
had their hands cut off, and were wounded in other parts; fo that theySmtchered 
eighteen, leaving only a few alive to fleer the canoes, becaufe they knew not how to do 
it. And had not the need they had of them prevented it, they had completed the 
greafeft ad of cruelty imaginable, leaving not one of then\ alive, after they had by in* 
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treaties and deceitfully, drawn them to their affiftancein that dangerous voyage. Being 
come to Ihore, they differed in opinions; for fome faid it was better to go to Cuba, and 
that from that place where they were, they might take, the eaft winds and currents 
upon their quarter, and fo run over without any trouble in a fhort time, and fo crofs 
over from thence; to Hifpaniola, hot knowing they were feyenteen leagues afunder: 
others faid it was better to return to the Ihips, and make their peace with the admiral, 
or take from him by force what commodities and arms he had left; others were for 
ftaying till another calm, to attempt the fame paffage again. This being thought the 
belt advice, they ftaid in that town of Aoamaquique above a month, waiting for fair 
weather, and deftroying the country. When the fair weather came, they embarked 
again twice, but made nothing of it, the wind being contrary. Being thus difappointed 
of that paffage, they fet out towards the weft from one town to another, with an ill-will, 
without canoes or any comfort, fometimes eating what they found, and taking it 
where .they could by force, according to their ftrength, and that of the caciques, 
through whofc territories they paffed. 

CHAP. Gill. — What the Admiral did after the Mutineers were gone from him-, and 

the Advantage he made of an Eclipfe. 

TO return to what the admiral did : after the rebels were gone he took giTat care 
that the fick Ihould be furnilhed with fuch things as were proper for their recovery, and 
that the Indians Ihould be fo civilly treated that they might not forbear bringing pro- 
vifions to exchange for our commodities; which things were fo well managed, and 
with fuch application by him, that the Chriftians foon recovered, and the Indians 
continued fome days providing all things plentifully. But they being a people that 
take little pains in lowing, and we eating more in one day than they did in twenty, 
befides having no longer any inclination to our commodities, and making little account 
of them, they began in fome meafure to take the advice of the mutineers, fince they 
faw fo great a part of our men againft us, and therefore brought not fuch plenty of 
provifions as we ftood in need of. This brought us to great diftrefs; for if we 
would have taken it by force, the greateft part of 11s muft have gone afliore in 
warlike manner, and have left the admiral aboard in great danger, he being very ill 
of the gout; and if we expected they Ihould bring it of their own accord, we muft 
live in mifery, and give ten times as much for it as we did at firft, they knowing 
how to make their bargains, as being ferjfible of the advantage they had over us. 
But God, who never forfakes thofe that have recourfe to him, as the admiral had, 
put him in the way how he Ihould Te furnilhed with all he wanted, whic|i was 
thus. He bethought himfelf that within three days there would be an eclipfe 
of the moon in the firft part of the night; and then fends an Indian of Hifpaniola 
who was with us, to call the principal Indians of that province, laying he would 
talk with them about a matter of concern. Being come that day before the eclipfe 
was, he ordered the interpreter to tell them, that we were Chriftians and believed 
in God, who dwelt in heaven and took care of the good and punilhed the wicked-; 
that he feeing the rebellion of the Spaniards, had not permitted thenf to go over 
to Hifpaniola as James Mendez and Fiel'co had done, but had made them run 
through all thofe fufferings and dangers all the iflantl had heard of: that as for the 
Indians, feeing how negligent they were in bringing provifions for our commodities, 
he was angry with them, and had decreed to punilh them with plague ancK'famine; 
which becaufe perhaps they would not believe, G04 had appointed to give them a 

manifeft 



LIFE OF COLON, BY HIS SON. 


*49 

manifeft token of it in the heaven, that they might plainly know the punifhment. 
was tp come from him. Therefore, he bid them that night obferve when the moon 
appeared, and they Ihould .fee her rife angry and of a bloody hue, to denote the 
mifchief God intended fhould fall on them. Having faid this to them, the Indians 
went away, fome afraid and others looking upon it as an idle ftory; ' but the eclipfe 
beginning ’as the moon was rifing, and increasing the higher Ihe was, the Indians 
took notice of it, and were fo frighted that they 'came running from all parts loaded 
with provifions, crying and lamenting, and prayed the admiral by all means to inter¬ 
cede with God for them, that he might not make them feel the effects of his wrath, 
and promifing for the future carefully to bring him all he wanted. The admiral faid 
he would fpeak with God, and Ihut himfelf.up whilft the eclipfe lafted, they ftill cry¬ 
ing out to him to aflift them; and when the admiral law the eclipfe began to go off, 
and the moon would foon fhine, he came out of his cabin, faying- he had prayed to his 
God lor them, and proraifed him in their names they would be good for the future, 
and ufe the Chriflians well, bringing them provifions and other neceffaries; and that 
therefore' God forgave them, and as a token of it they fhould fee the angrinefs and 
bloody colour of the moon would go off. This proving fo, juft as he fpoke it, they 
gave the admiral many thanks, and praifed God, continuing fo till the eclipfe was quite 
palled.* From that time forwards they always took care to provide all that was neceffary, 
ever praifing the God of the Chriflians ; for they believed the eclipfes they had feen at 
.other times, had denoted mifchiefs to befal them ; and being ignorant of the caufe of 
them, and that they happened at certain times, not believing it poffible to know on 
earth, what was to happen in the heavens, they certainly concluded the God of the 
Chriftians had revealed it to the admiral. 


CHAP. CIV.— Of another Mutiny among thofe that remained with the Admiral, 
which was quelled by the coming of a Veffcl from Hifpaniola. 

EIGHT months being palled after James Mendez and Bartholomew Fiefco went 
away, and there being no news of them, the admiral’s men were very much caff 
down, fufpecliijg the wbrft ; fome faying they were loft at fea ; others that they were 
killed by the Indians in Hifpaniola ; and others, that they had died with fickncfs and 
hardfhips ; for from the point of ihat illand, which lay next Jamaica, there was above 
one hundred leagues to St. Domingo whither they were to go for relief, the way by 
land being over uncouth mountains, and by feaagainft the prevailing winds and currents. 
To confirm their fufpidbn, fome Indians affured them they had feen a canoe overfet and 
carried oh the coall of Jamaica by the current, which it is likely had been fpread 
abroad by the mutineers to make thofe that were with the admiral defpair of get¬ 
ting oft. They therefore concluding for certain that no relief would come to them, 
one Bernard, an apothecary of Valencia, with two companions, whole names were 
Zamora and Villatoro, and molt of thofe that had remained fick, fecretly confpired 
together to do the fame the others had done before. But almighty God, who knew 
how'dangerous this fecond fedition inuft be to the admiral, was pleafed, to put a ftop 
to it by the coming of a veffel fent by the governor of Hifpaniola. It came to an 
anchor one evening near the Ihips that were a-ground ; and the captain oik it, whofe 
name was James de Efcobar, came in his boat to vifit the admiral, faying, the com- 
mendary and governor of Hifpaniola fent him his commendations; and no? being 
able fo foon to fend a Ihip fit to carry oft' all thofe meq, had fent him in his name 
to vifit hint, and prefenting him a calk of wine, and two flitches of bacon, 
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returned to his caraval, and without taking any letter, failed away that very evening. 
The men, fomewhat comforted with his coming, took no notice of what they had 
confpired to do; though at the fame time they much wondered that the caraval had 
ftole away fo privately, and in fqch Hafte} and they fufpe&ed, that perhaps the go¬ 
vernor of Hifpaniola would not have the admiral go thither. He being aware of it, told 
diem he had fo ordered it, becaufe he would not go away without carrying them all 
off, which that caraval was not big fenough to perform; he being willing to prevent any 
diforders his ftay might occafion, from the mutineers. But the governor .of Hifpaniola 
was afraid that if the admiral returned to Spain, Their Catholic Majefties would reftore 
him to his government, and fo he fhould be forced to quit it; for Which reafon he 
would not provide, as he might have done, for the admiral’s voyage to Hifpaniola; 
and therefore had fent that little caraval to fpy and obferve the condition the ad¬ 
miral was in, and to know whether he could contrive with fafety to have him de- 
ftroyed, which he knew by what had happened to James Mendez, who fent an account 
of his voyage in writing, by the caraval, which was as follows. 

CHAP. CV. — An Account of what happened to James Mendez and Fiefco , in their 

Voyage. 

JAMES MENDEZ and Fiefco, fetting out from Jamaica, that day they found the 
weather fettled calm, and fo held on till night, encouraging and perfuading the Indians' 
to row with thofe paddles they ufe inftead of oars; and the weather being violently 
hot, they would fometimes leap into the water and fwim, and then come frefh again 
to row. Thus holding on their way, at funfet they loft fight of land, and half the 
Chriftians and Indians taking their watch together at night to row, and take care the 
Indians Ihould not prove treacherous, they advanced all that night without flaying, 
fo that when day appeared they were all weary enough. But the commanders en¬ 
couraging their men, and fometimes rowing to give a good example; after eating 
to recover their ftrength, and the fatigue of the night, they fell to their labour again, 
feeing nothing but Iky and water. And though this was enough to afflid them fuffi- 
ciently, yet we may fay of them that they were in Tantalus his condition, who having 
water within a fpan of his mouth, could not quench his third;; fo they were in 
diftrefs; for through the ill-management of the Indians, and the great heat of the 
foregoing day and night, all the water was drank up without any regard to the 
future: and all heat and labour being intolerable without drink, the higher the fun 
afeended the fecond day after they fet p”t, the more the heat and third; increafed, fo 
that by noon they had no ftrength left. And, as upon fuch occafions, the head is 
bound to fupply the defect of the hands and feet; fo by good fortune, the captains 
found two cades of water, wherewith now and then relieving the Indians, they kept 
them up till the cool of the evening, encouraging them, and affirming they fhould 
be foon near a fmall ifland called Nabazza, which lay in their way dght leagues diftant 
from Hifpaniola. This with their extraordinary third, and the labour of rowing two 
days and a night quite caft them down, believing they had loft their yvay \ for accord¬ 
ing to thyir reckoning they had run twenty leagues, and ought now to be in fight 
of the ifland. But it was wearinefs that deceived them, as well becaufe a canoe that 
rows vpil cannot in a day and night row above ten leagues, as by reafop the currents 
are againft them that go from Jamaica to Hifpaniola, which they always judge to be 
more tlut fuffer moft by m Night being come, having thrown one into the fea who 
died wim third, and others lying ftretched out on the bottom of the canoe,they were fo 
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affli&ed in mind, and fo weak and fpent, that they hardly made any way. Yet tak¬ 
ing fometimes fea water to refreih their mouths, which we may fay was the comfort 
given our Saviour when he faid, I thirft; they gently held on their way till the fecond 
night came on without fight of land: but they being of thofe God intended 
to fave, it pleafed him, that m that time of need, when the moon began to rife, Jam® 
Mendez perceived (he got up over-land, for a little ffland covered her in the nature of 
an eclipfe. Nor could they have feen it otherwife, becaufe it was fmlll, and at that time 
of night. Comforting them chearfully, and Ihewing them the land, he fo encouraged 
them, fupplying them in their great thirft with a little water out of the barrels, 
that the next morning they found themfelves near the fmall ifland, we faid was eight 
leagues from Hifpaniola, and called Nabazza. They found it to be all round a hard 
rock, and about half a league in circumference. Landing there the beft they could, 
they all gave God thanks for that mercy ; and there being no fpring nor tree, they 
went about taking up rain r water with their calabalhes, which lay in holes among the 
rocks; which it pleafed God to give them fuch plenty of, that tney filled their bellies 
and veflels; and though the wifer fort advifed the others to ufe moderation in drinking, 
yet thirft made fome of the Indians exceed all meafure, whereof fome died there, and 
others got defperate diftempers. Having refted that Jay till evening, diverting them¬ 
felves, and eating fuch things as they found along the fhore; for James Mendez had 
all utcnfils to ftrike fire, rejoicing to be in fight of Hifpaniola; and fearing fome bad 
jveather might ftart up, they made ready to put an end to their voyage, and accordingly 
about fun-fetting, in the cool of the evening, they fet out towards Cape St. Michael, 
the neareft land of Hifpaniola, where they arrived the next morning, being the fourth 
day after they fet out. When they had refted here two days, Bartholomew Fiefco, 
who was a gentleman that flood upon his honour, would have returned as the admiral 
had commanded him; but the men who were failors, and Indians, being fpent and in- 
difpofed with their part labour, and drinking fea-water, and thought they had been 
delivered out of the whale’s belly, their three days and nights anfwering to thofe Jonas 
lay there, he could not get a man to go with him. James Mendez, as being moft in 
haftc, was gone up the coaft of Hifpaniola in his canoe, notwithftanding he fuffered 
under a quartaij ague, caufed by his great fufferings at fea and at land ; in that condi¬ 
tion, travelling over mountains and bad roads, he came to Xaragua, which is a province 
in the weft of Hifpaniola, where the governor then was, who feemed to rejoice at his 
coming, though afterwards* he was tedious in difpatching him, for the caufes above 
mentioned, till after much importunity, it was obtained of him, that he fhould give 
James Mendez leave to go to St. Domingo, there to buy and fit out a veffel with the 
admiral’s money; which fhip being by him got readys was fent to Jamaica at the latter 
end of May 1504, and failed for Spain, according to the admiral’s direction, to give 
Their Catholic Majefties an account of the fuccefs of his voyage. 

CHAP. CVI. — How the Mutineers fet themfelves againjl the Admiral , and would 

hear of no Agreement. 

Nuw to return,to the admiral, who with all his company had now received fome 
comfort and certain hopes of being delivered, by the account of Jam® Mendez his 
arrival, and the coming of the caraval; he therefore thought fit to make it known to 
the mutineers, ‘that their jealoufy ceafing, they might return to thfeir duty. He there¬ 
fore fent two men of note, who had friends among them, and knowing they would not 
believe, or at leaft not feem to believe the coming of the caraval, he font them part of 
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the bacon, the captain of it had prefented him. Thefe two being come where captain 
Porras was, with thofe he confided moft in, he came out to meet them, that they 
might not move or perfuade the men to repent them of the crime they had com¬ 
mitted, imagining, as the truth was, that the admiral fent them a general pardon. 
Yet it was not in the power of the'brothers fo to curb their men, but that they heard 
the news of the coining of the caraval, the health of thofe that were with the admiral, 
and the offers he made them. After feveral confultations among themfelves, -arid the 
principal men, the refult was, that they would not truft to the pardon the admiral fent 
them, but would go peaceably away to Hifpaniola, if he would promife to give them a 
fliip to go in, provided two came; and if there came but one, he ihould affign them 
half of it; and in the mean while, becaufe they had loft their clothes and commodities 
they had to trade upon the fea, he fhould'ihare what he had with them. To which the 
meffengers anfwering, that thofe were no reafonable propofals, they interrupted them, 
faying, that fincc it was not granted them by fair means, they would have it by force. 
Thus they difmiffed the admiral’s meffengers, mifinterpreting his offers, and telling 
their followers, that he was a cruel revengeful man; and -though they feared nothing 
for themfelves, becaufe the admiral durft not prefume to wrong them, becaufe of the 
favour they had at court, yet they had reafon to fear he would be revenged on the reft, 
under colour of juft punifhment, and that for this reafon: Roldan and his friends in 
Hifpaniola had not trufted him, nor his offers, and it fucceeded well with them, they 
. finding fo much favour, that they had him fent into Spain in irons. And that the 
coming of the caraval, with the news of James Mendez, might make no impreflion on 
them, they intimated to them, that it was no true caraval, but a phantom made by art 
magic, the admiral being very fkilful in that art, alleging, it was not at all likely, that 
if it had really been a caraval, the men aboard it would not have* had fome further 
difcourfe with thofe about the admiral, but would have vanifhed fo foon. Nay, it was 
more probable, that had it been a caraval, the admiral himfelf would have gone aboard 
it, with his fon and brother. With thefe, and other words to this purpofe, they again 
confirmed them in their rebellion; and then brought them to refolve to repair to the 
fhips to take what they found by force, and fecure the admiral. 

u 

CHAP. CVII. — How the Mutineers being come to the Ships , the Admiral's Brother 
went out to fight them , overcame them, and took Porras their Captain. 

THE mutineers continuing obftinate in their wicked refolution, came to a town of 
the Indians within a quarter of a league of the fhips, then called Maima, where after¬ 
wards the Chriftians built the town they called Seville; which the admiral under- 
ftanding, and being informed of their defign, he refolved to fend his brother againft 
them, to endeavour to reduce them by good words; but fo attended, that if they 
offered him any wrong, he might be able to oppofe them. To this purpofe, the lieu¬ 
tenant drew out fifty men, well armed, and ready for any fervice. Thefe being come 
to a fmall hill, a bow-fhot from the town where the rebels were, fent thofe two before, 
who had gone on the firft meffage, to require them to be peaceable, yand that their 
captain Ihould come peaceably to a conference. But they being nothing inferior in 
ftrength/Ar number, and almoft all feamen, perfuaded themfeFves, that thofe who 
came with the lieutenant were weak men, and would not fight them; therefore they 
would not permit the meffengers to talk to them, but with their naked fwords, and 
the fpears they had, all in a body, crying. Kill, hall, fell upon the lieutenarft’s party; 
fix of the rebels, who were accounted the boldeft, having taken an oath not to part, 
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but go dire&ly againft the lieutenant, for if he were killed, they made no account of 
the reft; wherein it pleafed God they were difappointed; for they were fo well re¬ 
ceived* that five or fix of .them dropped at the firft charge, moft of them being of 
thofe that aimed at the lieutenant, who fell upon his enemies in fuch manner, that in 
a very fhort time, John Sanchez de Cadiz, from whom Quibio made his efcape, was 
killejd, as Was John Barba, the firft I faw draw his fword when they ran into rebellion; 
and fetae others fell very much wounded, and Francis de Porras their captain was 
taken. Seeing themfelves fo roughly handled, like bafe rebellious people, they turned 
their backs and fled as faft as they could. The lieutenant would have purfued, had 
not fome of the chief men about him been againft it, faying, it was good to punilh, 
but not fo feverely, left when he had killed piany of them, the Indians fhould think fit 
to fall upon the vidtors, fince he faw they were all in arms, waiting the event of the 
fray, without taking either fide. The lieutenant approving of the advice, returned to 
the fhips, carrying along with him the captain of the rebels and fome other prifoners, 
where he was well received by the admiral, his brother, and thofe that had remained 
with him, all of them giving thanks to God for that victory, which they attributed to 
him, and wherein the guilty had received their juft punilhment, and their pride been 
humbled, none being wounded on our fide but the lieutenant in his hand, and one of 
the admiral’s gentlemen of the chamber, who died of a finall wound he received with 
a fpear in his hip. But to return to the rebels, Peter de Ledefma, that pilot we men¬ 
tioned above, who went with Vincent Yanez to Honduras, and fwam afhore at Belem, 
fell down certain rocks, and lay hid that day and the next, till the evening, no body 
aflifting him, or knowing where he was, except the Indians, who with amazement, 
not knowing how our fwords would cut, with little fticks opened his wounds, one of 
which was in his head, and his brains were feen through it; another on his fhoulder, 
fo large that his arm hung, as it were, loofe; and the calf of one leg almoft cut off, fo 
that it hung down to his ankle; and one foot, as if it had a flipper on it, being diced 
from the heel to the toes. Notwithftanding all which defperate hurts, when the In¬ 
dians difturbed him, he would fay, Let me alone, for if I get up, &c.; and they at 
thefe words would fly in a great confternation. This being known aboard the fhips, 
he was carried into a thatched houfe hard by, where the dampnefs and gnats were 
enough to have killed him. Here inftead of turpentine, they dreffed his wounds with 
oil, and he had fo many, befides thofe already mentioned, that the furgeon who dreffed 
him fwore, that for the firft eight days he ltill found out new ones, and yet at Iaft he 
recovered, the gentleman of the chamber dying, in whom he apprehended no danger. 
The next day, being the 20th of May, all thofe that had efcaped fent a petition to the 
admiral, humbly begging he would be merciful to them; for they repented them of 
what was paft, and were ready to fubmit thenifelves to him. The admiral granted 
their requeft, and paffed a general pardon, upon condition the captain fhould continue 
a prifoner as he was, that he might not raife another mutiny. And becaufe they could 
not be fo eafy and conveniently aboard the fhips, and there might arife fome provoking 
words among the common fort, which Would caufe difturbance, and rub up old fores, 
which might *be the caufe of frefh tumults; and becaufe it would be a hard matter to 
quarter and maintain fo many men conveniently, thofe few there were beginning to 
fuffer want, he refolved to fend them a commander with commodities to exchange, that 
he might go with them about the ifland, and contain them within the bounds of juftice, 
till fuch time as the fhips came, which he daily expe&ed. 
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CHAP. cm. — How the Admiral went over to Hifpaniola , and thence into' Spain, 
•where at Valladolid it pleafed God to take him to him/elf. 

THE Chriftians being all again returned to their duty, and the Indians for thSt feme 
raafon being more careful to fupply them for their commodities, fome days palled 
which made up a year fince we arrived at Jamaica, after which there arrive## Ihip, 
which James Mendez had bought and fitted out at St. Domingo with the admiral’s 
mpney, aboard which all the men, as well enemies as friends, were fhipped, and fetting 
fail on the 28th of June, we proceeded on our voyage with much difficulty, the winds 
and currents, as we have faid before, being very contrary to go from Jamaica to St. 
Domingo, where we arrived in great need of reft, 011 the 13th of Auguft 1504, and 
the governor made a great reception for the admiral, lodging him in his own houfe; 
though this was a treacherous kindnefs; for on the other fide, he fet Porras, who had 
headed the mutineers, at liberty, and attempted to punifh thofe who had a hand in ap¬ 
prehending of him, and to try other caufes and offences that belonged only to Their 
Catholic Majefties, who had appointed the admiral captain-general of their fleet; and 
yet he fawned upon the admiral, uling all demonftrations of kindnefs in his prefence. 
This lafted till our fhip was refitted, and another hired, cm which the admiral, his 
kindred and fervants embarked, moft of the reft remaining in Hifpaniola. We failed 
on ..the 2d of September, and being but two leagues at fea, the mart of the Ihip came 
by the board; for which reafon the admiral cauied it to return into the harbour, and 
we in the other held on our courfe for Spain. Having run about the third part of the 
way, there arofe fuch a terrible ftorm, that the Ihip was in great danger. The next 
day, which was the 19th of October, the weather being fair, and we very ftill, the 
malt flew into four pieces; but the courage of the lieutenant, and the admiral’s in¬ 
genuity, though he could not rife out of his bed for the gout, found a remedy for this 
misfortune, making a jury-maft of a yard, and ftrengthening the middle of it with 
ropes, and fome planks they took from the poop and Item. In another ftorm we fpent 
our foremaft, and yet it pleafed God we failed feven hundred leagues in that condition, 
and arrived at the port of St. Lucar de Barremeda, and thence to Seville, where the 
admiral took fome reft after the fatigues he had gone through ; and in May 1505, fet 
out for The Catholic King’s court; for the glorious Queen Ifabel had the year before 
exchanged this life for a better, which was no fmall trouble to the admiral, Ihe having 
always favoured and fupported him, whereas The Catholic King had proved unkind and 
averfe to his affairs, which plainly appea l'd by the reception he gave him ; for though 
to appearance he Ihewed him a favourable afpecl, and pretended to reftore him to his 
full power, yet he would have quite ftript him of all, had not lhame hindered him; 
which, as has been faid, has great power over noble fpirits; and the King himfelf and 
Queen had both engaged their faith to him, when he went upon his laft voyage. But 
the Indies daily more and more dilcovering what they were like to be, and the King 
perceiving how great a ffiare fell to the admiral, by virtue of the articles granted him, 
he ftrove to have the abfolute dominion in himfelf, and to difpofe of all «thofe employ¬ 
ments wWfli belonged to the admiral, according to his own will and pleafure. Here¬ 
upon lie oegan to propofe new terms to him, by way of equivalent, which God would 
not permit to take effe&; becaufe juft then King Philip I. came to reign in Spain; and 
at the time His Catholic Majefty went from Valladolid to meet him, the admiml, much 
oppaeffed with the gout, and troubled to fee himfelf put by his right, other diftempers 
coming on him, gave up his foul to God upon Afcenfion-Day, being the 20th of May 
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1506, at the aforefaid city of Valladolid, having devoutly received all the facraments 
of thefhurch, and faid thefe words laft, “ Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my 
fpiriti v which, through his infinite mercy, we do not queftion but he received into his 
glory: to which piay ne admit us with him! * • 

Hislbody was afterwards conveyed to Seville, and there by the Catholic King’s order 
magnificently buried in the cathedral, and an epitaph in Spanifh cut on his tomb, in 
memory of his renowned actions, and difcovery of the Indies. The words are thefe: 

■“ A CASTILIA, YA LEON,' NUEVO MUNDO DIO COLON.” 

That is, 

“ Colon gave Caftille and Leon a new World.” 

Words well worth obferving, becaufe the like cannot be found either among the 
ancients or moderns. 

It will therefore be ever remembered, that he was the difeoverer of the Weft Indies, 
though fince then, Ferdinand Cortez and Francis Pizarro have found out many other 
provinces and vaft kingdoms on the continent; for Cortez difeovered the province of 
Y ucatan, and the city of Mexico, called New Spain, then poffefled by the great Monte¬ 
zuma, pmperor of thofe parts; and Francis Pizarro found out the kingdom of Peru, 
which is of a vaft extent, and full of endlefs wealth, which was under the dominion of 
.the great King Atabaliba. From which countries and kingdoms there came every year 
into Spain many fhips laden with gold, filver, brazil, cochineal, fugar, and many other 
commodities ot great value, befides pearls and other jewels, which are the caufe that at 
this time Spain aqd its princes flourifh and abound in wealth. 
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THE HISCOVERIJES AND SETTLEMENTS 

MADE-BY THE ENGLISH 

IK DIFFERENT PARTS OF AMERICA, FROM THE REIGN OF HENRflill. 

TO THE CLOSE OF THAT OF QUEEN ELIZABETH ; 

INTERSPERSED WITH 

Various Remarks on the Progrefs of our Trade and naval Power, and the Difficulties which the 
Nation had to ftruggle with in their liril Attempts*. 

» 

CHAP. I. —1. The Hi/lory of Madoc, one of the Princes of Wales, and hisfuppofed Difco- 
very of America fet in a true Light, and vindicated fro)n fomc groundlcj's Rcfteilions 
made thereon by foreign Writers. —2. The generous Difpofition of King Henry VII. with 
refpett to encouraging Difcovcries; and the Voyages of John and Sebajlian Cabot, in his 
Service, whofirft vififed the Continent of America. —3. The Voyage of Scbaftiav Cabot, 
for the Dificovery of a North-weft Pq/Jiigc, in which he failed along the Coajl of that 
Part of North America, to which the Spaniards afterwards gave the Name of Florida., 
—4. The Voyage of Sir Thomas Pert, Vice Admiral of England, and SebaJlianCabot, to 
Brazil, and other Parts of the Weft Indies. —5. The firjl Attempt of Mr. Hore, 
Merchant of London, to eftablijh a Colony in Newfoundland; the ftn/ingc Misfortune j 
he met with, and a memorable Inftancc of the Juft ice and Genercftty of King Henry VIII. 
—6. The fcveral Voyages of Captain William Hawkins to Brazil, and aftngular Proof of 
his Abilities and Integrity. —7. Afuccincl Account of the Difcovcries and maritime Expe¬ 
ditions to America, under the Reign of King Edward VI. —8. That Hijiory continued 
during the Reign of Queen Mary, and her Confort, King Philip. —9. The Method! 
taken for extending our Trade, and making Settlements in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. — lo. An Account of Sir Francis Drake’s giving the Nanu\of New Albion, 
to a Country lying in the northern Part of California, and the Importance of that Dif¬ 
covery. —it. The firjl Settlennnt of Newfoundland, with ajhort Account of the Na¬ 
ture thereof, and the Advantages which have accrued from the Fijhery upon its Coajls 
to this Nation .—12. The firjl Attempt to fettle Virginia, under the 'DireCion of Sir 
Walter Raleigh, with an Accour* of th..t Colony .—13. The fcveral Voyages of Captain 
John Davis, and the great Difcovcries made by him in North America. —14. Sir Walter 
Raleigh’s Expedition to Guiana; the Confequcnces of that Expedition, and Remarks 
thereupon. —15. Other remarkable naval Tranfaftions, within the Compafs of that 
Reign, relating to this Subjeft. —16. A fuccintt View of the State of our Trade to 
America, at the Time of the Death of Queen Elizabeth .— 17. Remarks and Objcr- 
vations on the principal Events mentioned in the foregoing Section. 

i. nPHF. gFory of having firft difeovered far diflant countries,* and adding 
j;; ^fKfereby to the knowledge and commerce of mankind, has always had 
charms fufficient to invite different nations to p\it in their claims, even though 
they have not been extremely well founded. When America was firft made 
know®, it occafioned abundance of enquiries j and, as it was natural, recalled to many 
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people’s remembrances and considerations, ftories which had before been deemed Scarce 
worthy of notice: #mopgft the reft bur nation put in; and the tale told in favour of 
us, apTit is the in-point of! time, fe$ms to.merit relation as well or better 

tbatfapy bther. ®$n Ihort, jthis ftory afferts thatJMadoc Prince of Wales, was the 
firft difcoverer of America,*and the detail of his expedition runs thus: He flou- 
rfthqd in the twelfth century, .and was fon of Owen Guyneth, Prince of North 
Wal#$| his brethren raifing a civil war about the divifion of his father's dominions, 
he cfyofe rather to go to fea with a few of his friends, and feek out new habitations, 
than run the hazard oftwhat might happen in this difpute. Accordingly, about 
the year i rf o, fleering due weft, and leaving Ireland on the north, he came to an 
unknown country, where he fettled a colony ; and returning thence into Wales, carried 
a fecond fupply of people, but was never heard of more. 

That the country he went to was really America, is more, I think, than can be 
thoroughly proved; but that this tale was invented after the difcovcry of that 
country, on purpoie to fet up a prior title, is moft certainly falfe. Meredith ap 
Rees, who died in 1477, ind was a famous Welch poet, compofed an ode in honour 
of this Madoc, wherein was contained an account of his difcoveries. Now as this 
was leveral years before Colon made his firft voyage, we may be fure that this 
was roally a Britifh tradition, and no tale of late contrivance. Some foreign*.writers 
indeed, have fuggefted that this was a pure invention, defigned to prejudice the repu¬ 
tation of the great difcovcry made by Colon; but in this they rather fhew their 
malice tp us than difcover ours; for beyond all doubt the Welch had, and have ftill, 
fuch a tradition, and therefore fome wifer and better informed critics have endeavoured 
to prove that it was not America, but Greenland, to which our Welch Prince failed. 
In proof of which they have obferved that this country was well known in the 
ninth and tenth centuries, though it was afterwards loft. 

But with fubmiftion to theft* great men, this ftory does not at all anfwer their 
purpofe; for it is evident, the courfe does by no means agree; lince if he had 
failed to that country he could not have left Ireland to the north. I have feen a 
very ingenious difcourfe upon this lubject, in which is fuggefted, that Prince 
Madoc landecj in fome part of Florida; that in procefs of time, the colony he 
planted there proceeded round by land, and reached the northern parts of 
Mexico, which country they conquered, and were thole foreign anceftors of the 
Mexicans, of whom we have heard fo much from the Spanifh writers that have 
recorded the adventures of Cortes, and with which the reader is fo well acquainted, 
that there is no need of our faying any thing more of them here, except it be this, 
that feveral Britifh words have been difdbvered* in the old Mexican tongue, and 
that no other European nation can fhew a better founded tradition than this} for 
the truth of which, however, I am very far from contending. 

2. If there had been really any defire in the Englifh nation to conteft the title 
of the crown of Spain to the country of America, it might have been undoubtedly 
fixed upon a much better foundation; for, in the life of Don Chriftopher Colon, 
written by his fon in the reign of our King Henry the VII Ith, it is exprefsly faid, that 
this great man lenf his brother Bartholomew into England, to offer his difcovery to 
King Henry VII. and he did accordingly prelent a map, dated" the i3tnS>f February 
1488, to that'monarch; and having explained to him his brother’s defign, and what he 
proposed thereby, it was readily accepted ; and Don Bartholemew was fent to invite his 
brother into England, with an affurance that the King would grant hint all he defired. 
This agreement was four years before the voyage of *Colon in the fervice of Their 
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Catholic Majefties, and therefore had we been fo much inclined to hunt for titles to this 
new-found country, here had been a fair pretence. But King Henry the Vllth. was of 
another difpofition; and though he was a prince much addj&ed to encourage fucnkind 
of ufeful undertakings, he fcorned tp aim at reaping the fruits of other princffe’ adven¬ 
tures ; and therefore he contented himfelf, after miffing by mere accident. Colon’s 
difcovery, with inviting other feamen of known reputation, to enter into his Tervic? for 
like purpofes. 

Amongft thefe was John Cabot citizen of Venice, who had been Jong fettled at 
Briftol, and who thought himfelf capable of performing as»a fcaman things, little, if 
at all ffiort of what Colon had done. He accordingly applied himfelf to the King, 
who, by patent inrolled, dated the 5th of March, in the eleventh year of his reign, and 
in the year of our Lord 1495, granted to the faid John Cabot, and his three fons, 
Lewis, Sebaftian, and Sancias, authority to fail with five fhips of what burthen and 
ftrength they thought fit, upon difeoveries to the eaft, weft and north ; giving them 
the full property of fuch country or countries as they fhould difeover, with this 
refervation only, that they fhould return to Briftol, and ‘that tfiey fhould pay him 
the fifth part of the neat profits of their voyage; in confideration of which they were 
to have the exclufive right to the countries fo difeovered, to which no other Englifh 
fubje£ts*were to trade, but by their leave and licence. But the year before that'patent 
was granted, that is in 1494, John Cabot, with his fon Sebaftian, had failed from 
Briftol upon difcovery, and had a&ually feen the continent of Newfoundland, to . 
which they gave the name of PrimaVifta, or Firft Seen. And on the 24th of June 
in the fame year he went afhore on an ifland, which, becaufe it was difeovered on 
that day, he called St. John’s; and of this ifland he reported very, truly, that the 
foil was barren, that it yielded little, and that the people wore bear-fkin cloaths, 
and were armed with bows, arrows, pikes, darts, wooden clubs, and flings ; but 
that the coaft abounded with fifh ; and upon this report of his, the beforementioned 
patent was granted. 

3. The next voyage made for difcovery was by Sebaftian Cabot, the fon of John, 
concerning which all our writers have fallen into great miftakes, for want of com¬ 
paring the feveral accounts we have of this voyage, and making proper allowances 
for the manner in which they were written ; fince 1 cannot find there was ever any 
diftinCt and clear account of this voyage publiffied, though it was of fo great con- 
fequence. On the contrary, I believe that Cabot himfelf kept no journal of it by 
him ; fince in a letter he wrote on this fubjett, he fpeaks doubtfully of the very year 
in which it was undertaken, though from the circumftances he relates, that may be 
very certainly fixed. On the 3d of February, in the thirteenth year of the reign of 
King Henry VII, a new grant was made to John Cabot, by which he had leave given 
him to take fhips out of any of the ports of England, of the burden of two hundred 
ton, to fail upon difeoveries; but before this could be effefted, John Cabot died ; and 
Sebaftian, his fon, applied himfelf to the King, propofing to difeover a north-weft paflage, 
as he himfelf tells us; and for this purpofe he had a fhip manned and victualled at 
thejKing’s expence at Briftol, and three or four other fhips were fitted out at the ex¬ 
pence of form merchants of that city, particularly Mr. Thorne and. Mr. Hugh Elliot. 
Bub.tjfhercae Sebaftian Cabot himfelf fays, that he made this voyage in the fummer of 
14.00, he muft be miftaken, and he very well might, fpeaking from his memory 
oniy j and to prove this I need only obferve, that this date will not at all agree 
even spth his own account t of the voyage; for he fays exprefsly it was undertaken 
after Mb father’s death ; who, as we have fhewn, was alive in the February following’; 
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fo'that it was the fummer of the year 1497, in winch he made this voyage; and what 
he afterwards relates of his return, proves this likewife. 

But* we have a direft and > clear authority as to this faft, which is, that of Robert 
Fabian, who fixes this voyage of Sebaftian Cabots tp the month of May 1497. -And on 
the nth of June, the fame year, he failed as high as fixty feven degrees thirty minutes, 
finding the lea ftili open, and he thought that he might this way havepaffed through into 
the Sdhth Seas, but his crew mutinied, which forced him to return into the latitude of 
fifty fix degrees, and from thence he ran down to thirty eight degrees, along the coaft 
of the continent of America, which, as he exprefsly fays, was afterwards called Florida, 
where provifions growing Ihort, he returned into England, touching by the way at 
Newfoundland. On his return, he fays, he found the nation in much confufion, and 
great preparations making for a war in Scotland, which agrees exactly with Grafton's 
Chronicle, who places thefe preparations under the mayoralty of William Purchafe, 
that is, to the year before-mentioned; and Robert Fabian fays farther, that in the 
14th year cf King Henry VII. there were three men brought to the king, taken in the 
new-found illand, which hb before mentioned, who were cloathed in bealt-lkins, eat 
raw flelh, fpoke a Grange uncouth tongue, and were very brutilh in their behaviour; 
but he farther adds, that he faw thefe people himfelf two years afterwards, and that 
they were then cloathed like Englifhmen, and he could not have known them to be 
otherwife, if he had not been informed that thefe were the men brought over by Se- 
, baftian Cabot; 

Thus, with the utmoft exaftnefs I could ufe, I have fet this matter in its true light, 
•and have thereby fhewn, that he was not only the firft perfon who attempted a north- 
weft paflage; and Ihewed thereby that he underftood Colon’s principles, but was 
likewife the firft difcoverer of the continent of America, which Colon did not 
fee till a year after, as well as the firft difcoverer of Florida, which country was 
not fo called till the year 1512; when, as we have before fhewn, it .was vifited 
by John Ponce de Leon, who ntook poffeffion of it for the King of Spain, and ufu- 
ally pafles for the firft difcoverer. It may not be amifs to obferve, that Sebaftian 
Cabot clearly affirms, that his voyage was made to difeover a north-weft palffage; 
which notion of his gave light, as is acknowledged even by foreign authors, to 
Ferdinand Magellan; and induced him confidently to affirm, that fuch a paffage 
might be found by the South, which he happHy effected twenty-two years after this 
attempt made to the north *by Sfeboftian Cabot. 

I cannot fay that any great ufe can be made of this kind of knowledge, but there 
feems to be no reafon why we fhould not pique ourfelves upon knowing thefe 
matters with as much exa&nefs as ftrangei'fe; who, by dipping into our accounts, 
pretend to great knowledge in thefe matters, and very often impofe upon fuch as 
will not rake into their own old mufty antiquities, but pay an implicit regard to the 
bold affertions of modern authors; by taking the contrary method, and refolving to 
be fatisfied, even in trifles, we come to judge accurately^ and truly of the deferts 
both of our own and of foreign nations; fo as to yield the preference to feme, 
and maintain, our juft rights againft others. As for inftance, though.we cannot dif- 
pute with the Spaniards the actual difeovery of America; yet, we majsfairly deny, 
what the prefent geographer of Jiis Catholic Majefty afferts, that we rejeabd.Colon’s 
propofal; and we may likewife call him to a fevere account, for placing the voy¬ 
ages of Sebaftian Cabot to Florida, twenty-fix years later than he fhould hare placed 
them, from the accounts given by Ramufio, Gomara, fetes Martyr, and other au¬ 
thors, whom he either had not read, or ought to have read, before he took upon him 
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to write on this fubje&; of which, though he writes fenfibly, yet this will not extufe 
his writing untruths. 

Sebaftian Cabot is by many of Our writers pofitively affirmed to be an Englishman, 
born at Briftol; but the Italians as pjafiiiyely claim him for'their countryman, and fay he 
was bom at Venice; which, to fpeak impartially, I believe is the truth; for he fays 
himfelf, that when his father was invited over to England, he brought him with him, 
though he was then very young. His voyage for the difcovery of the north-weft 
paffage, gained him fo great a reputation, that he was invited into Spain, and em¬ 
ployed by Their Catholic Majefties, Ferdinand and Ifabella, in a voyage for the dif- 
coVery of the coafts of Brazil, in which he had much better fuccefs than Americus 
Vefpucius, who miffed the river of Plate, whereas Cabot fpund it, and failed up it 
three hundred and ftxty miles, which gained him fuch a character at the court of 
Their Catholic Majefties, that, on his return, he was declared piloto maggiore, or 
grand pilot of Spain; and refided feveral years at Seville with that character, and had 
the examination and approbation of all the pilots intruded by that government. 

4. Yet, after fome years, he thought fit to return into England, and was employed 
by King Henry VIII, in conjunction with Sir Thomas Pert, who was vice-admiral of 
England; and built a fine houfe near Blackwall, called Poplar ; which name ftill re¬ 
mains, though the houfe is long ago decayed. This voyage of his was in i£i 6 , on 
board a fhip of two hundred and fifty tons, with another of the like fize, in which he 
proceeded to the coaft of Brazil, and afterwards vifited the Spanifh ifiands of St. Do-, 
mingo, and St. John de Porto Rico; in the latter of which they traded, and paid for 
what they had by the exchange of veffels, made of pewter, as we learn from Oviedo; 
who, notwithftanding, afferts that this veffel was a privateer, whereas, in fa£t, Ihe was 
a frigate fitted out at King Henry the Eighth’s expence for difcovery. 

It iifa very great misfortune that we have not a clearer and more diftinCt account of 
this expedition; fince it very plainly appears from the writers of thofe times, that 
great expectations were raifed by it, and that the mifcarriage occafioned a good deal of 
noife and fom# reflections; but they did not fall upon Cabot, as appears from the fol¬ 
lowing note, taken from a book, publifhed by Mr. Richard Eden, whofe collections led 
the way to thofe of Mr. Iiackluit, and which book was publifhed in 1553. “ If manly 
courage,” faith he, (like unto that which hath been feen in your Grate as well in 
foreign realms, as alfo in this our country,) “ had not been wanting in others, in thefe 
our days, at fuch time our Sovereign Lord of noble memofy, King Henry VIII., about 
the fame year of his reign, furnifhed, and fent out certain fhips, under the governance 
of Sebaftian Cabot, yet living, and one Sir Thomas Pert, whofe faint heart was the 
caufe that the voyage took none effeCt; if, I fay, fuch manly courage, whereof we 
have fpoken, had not at that time been wanting, it might happily have come to pafs, 
that that rich treafury called Perularia, which is now in Spain, in the city of Seville, 
and fo named, for that in it is kept the infinite riches brought thither from the new¬ 
found land of Peru, might long fince have been in the Tower of London, to the King’s 
great honour and wealth of this realm.” I do not find that this worthy gentleman 
left England after this; but, on the contrary, remained here, and promoted, to the 
utmoft of hjs power, whatever defigns were let on foot for the encouragement and ex- 
t^ifton ofj^ur commerce; fo that, as I fhall have occafion $ Ihew hereafter, he may 
be'bruly reputed—The great mafter of Englifh feamen, and the father of our colonire 
and cpmmerce. 

Ityvas this great man that ftill kept up an opinion, which, he had himfelf firft enter¬ 
tained, tbit ftp# paffage there was into the South Seas, by the north-weft; and upon 
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this fubjefl: he wrote with fo much good fenfe and'ftrength of reafon, that if the fhips, 
which, while I am writing this paragraph, have failed in fearch of this paffage, fhould 
fucceea, the honour of the, difcovery will redound to him; and therefore it isfnit 
juft to take this opportunity of reviving his reputation. His difcourfes had fuch an 
effect on King Henry VUI., a Prince of raft natural parts, great learning, and ftrongly 
inclined to heroic Undertakings, that he refolved to fend another (hip, or more, on the 
difcovery, which he did in the nineteenth year of his reign. Both Hall and Grafton, 
in their Chronicles, fpeak of this; and tell us, that on mature deliberation, the King 
fitted out two fair fhips, which failed from the port of London, on the 20th of May 
1527; but not a word of the captain’s name, or of the ftrength of thefe fhips; the only 
( particular we have is, that the King fent feveral cunning men on board them. We 
are to underhand, by cunning men, perfons (killed in the mathematics; who, with the 
common fort of people, pafled now, and long after, for cunning men and conjurers. 

The worthy Mr. HackJuit has taken abundance of pains to fupply us with fome 
circumftances of this expedition, but to very little purpofe; and, notwithftanding ail 
his inquiries from perfons who lived in and near thofe times, could obtain no other 
fatisfa&ion than this, that a canon of St. Paul’s who was reputed a great mathematician, 
was one of the principal perfons concerned, and actually had took a fhare in the voyage; 
but to this reverend perfon’s name, both Sir Martin Frobifher and Sir Richard Allien, 
who were Mr. Hackluit’s authors, were ftrangers ; one of them, however, remembered 
•the name of the biggeft fhip, which was Dominus Vobifcum, or ITie Lord with them, 
which agrees very well with the other part of the ftory, that the chief promoter of this 
voyage was a prieft. Thefe fhips failing very far to the north-weft, the largeft of 
them was caft away in the mouth of a very large guiph, very probably in the entrance 
to Hudfon’s Bay, and there perifhed ; the other, having coafted along the i(J|nd of 
Cape Britton (fo they wrote it then) returned in Odtober following, and brought a 
large account of the places they had feen, and of the hardfhips they had undergone 
It appears from thence, that thefe early attempts to difeover new countries, and ex¬ 
tend our commerce, were attended with great difficulties, much beyond thofe that were 
met with by the Spaniard? and Portuguese, which may be attributed to feveral different 
caufes, and amongft other., thefe: Our (hipping was then but mean, though both the 
kings whom Cabot ferved appeared to be very defirous of having a naval force, fince 
Henry VII. had fpent fourteen thoufand pounds in building one large (hip, and his fon 
Henry VIII. added feveral others to the navy; yet I think our (hips were, generally 
fpeaking, larger than thofe of mod of our neighbours; but very probably they were 
built abroad, and neither in form nor in materials were fit for thofe feas to whicn they 
were navigated. The (kill of our feamen coufd not foe very great at this time; for as 
in afl other practical cafes, fo in this, nothing advances people fo faft as experience, and 
therefore I reckon that the want of this was a great deficiency in thefe times; we may 
add, that we purfued, with incredible diligence, thofe difeoveries that carried us into 
dangerous and difagreeable climates, which was directly contrary to the pra&ice of the 
Spaniards and Portuguefe; befides thofe voyages produced little or no advantage, fo 
there wife nothing.to provoke the common, or even the trading, fort of people; to en¬ 
gage in them: anddaftly^King Henry VIII. was bent upon finding a noVw-weft paf- 
that he might have a way of his own to the Eaft Indies, and not beobligea to 
foTlbw the rout.either of the Spaniards or of the Portuguefe. 

5. It was this inclination of the King’s that produced a fpirit in the nation of dif- 
c °vering and fettling in thefe northern parts, let the dangers be what they would, or 
the difficulties to be overcome* ever fo many or apparent; a very ftriajig inftance of 
v‘ol. xn. - which 
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which occurred in the twenty-eighth year of his reign, and is the raoft remarkable paf- 
in it to our purpofe: one Mr. Hore, a merchant of London, a man of good fa¬ 
mily, confrderabfe fortune, great courage, and very well verfed in moft of the branches 
of the anafhlmadcs, was refolved to undertake a voyage,' and attempt a fettlement on 
Newfoundland, and to go thither himfelf, He no fooner made this intention of his 
known, than he received all the countenance and encouragement from the crown that 
he could expert; and as this gave much credit to the expedition, fo, in a fhort time, 
abundance of young gentlemen, of good fortunes and diftinguifhed families, offered to 
fhare both the expence and danger of the undertaking. 

‘Among thefe were Mr. Wickes, a weft-country gentleman of five hundred marks 
a year; Mr. 'fuck, a Kentifh gentleman of fortune; Mr, Tuckfield, Mr. Thoma*- 
Butts, fon of Sir William Butts, the King’s firft phyfician; Mr. Hardy, Mr. Birou, 
Mr. Carter, Mr. Raftal, (brother, to Serjeant Raftal,) and feveral others ; who went 
with Mr. Hore in the largeft of his two fhips, the Trinity, of the burden of one hun¬ 
dred and forty tons: in the leffer fhip went Mr. Armigall Wade, a young gentleman 
of great hopes, and much learning; Mr. Oliver Dawebney, of London, merchant; and 
other perfons of character, to the number of thirty, in both vefl'els. About the end of 
-April 1^36, all things were ready; the Trinity and Minion fit to fail, and the whole of 
both fhips’ company, to the number of one hundred and twenty, muftered at .Gravel- 
end ; after which they went with much ceremony on board. 

I hey foon after failed, and arrived in the fpace of two months at Cape Breton ; 
from whence they failed round a great part of Newfoundland to Penguin' ifland, in 
the latitude of about fifty degrees, as they computed; but which lies, truly, in fifty 
degrees forty minutes; where they found great plenty of thofe fojvls, from whence 
fbe iftoid takes its name: they afterwards went on fhore upon the eaft-fide of New- 
foimd®id, and had an accidental view of a boat full of the favages that inhabited that 
country,.whom they purfued both by fea and land, but were notable to overtake them. 
They ftaid here till their victuals began to grow very fhort, and being then afraid to 
truft themfelves at fea in fuch a condition, they delayed going on board till they were 
in fuch diftrefs that they a&yally eat one another; that is to fay, fome killed their 
companions privately in the woods, hid them, and then roafted and eat their flefh 
fecretly, till this horrid pra&ice coming to the knowledge of their captaih, he, by a 
moft judicious and pathetic fpeech, brought them to refolve rather to live upon grals 
and herbs than fubfift by this deteftable method any longed 

But it fell out foon after, that a French fhip put in there well manned and well 
vi&ualled, of which our countrymen 1 folved to take advantage, being weary of a 
country in which they had endured fuch iniferies; and therefore, watching a fair op¬ 
portunity, they poffeflcd themfelves of the French fhip, and, leaving their own, failed 
direftly for the coaft of Kngland. They returned fafely, and arrived at St. Ives in 
Cornwall about the end of October; and then the gentlemen, difperfing themfelves, 
returned to London; but fo much altered by their fatigues, that Sir William Butts, 
and his wife could not know their fon, but by a particular mark upon his knee. We 
hjja never known a word of this ftrange adventure, if it had not been fo» Mr. Richard 
roc ^ e two hundred miles to gain thefe particulars from the mouth of 
I *ninms Butts, the only perfon then living, who,had a fhare in- that expedition; 
*fio. wonder, fince it was fifty-three years afterwards that he obtained this cbin- 
'Ihere is another circumftance relating to this unfortunate enterprize, 
whic k- qaijft by no means be omitted. 

- C!rt *®*«opths after, the Frenchmen came to England, with a .dreadful complaint, 

that 
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that the ffngKffi had ran away with- their fhip, and had left them to flatve, if they had 
not fuppotfed themfelves by fithing. Kite Henry examined very clofely into the aifeiir, 
and finding that extreme want was the tote canto of an aftion, otherwife inexcufitb|e, 
he fatisfiea the French', to the full extent of their demands, out of his own coffers, 
and pardoned in |us own fubje&s, that wrong which neceffity forced them to commit. 
Theie were very hard beginnings; and yet to thefe we owe our Newfoundland 
trade; and, I think, it is much to the honour of the Englifh nation, that without 
having any of thofe encouragements which the Spaniards met with from the very be¬ 
ginning, they continued to purfue thofe expeditions for difcovery; till in the end they 
met with thofe rewards which they fo well deferved. 0 

6 . Within this dark period of time, for the accounts of our rifing navigation have 
been moft imperfe&ly tranfmitted to pofterity, there were numbers of Engliihmen, 
who, with very little profpeft of private advantages, fpread themfelves, by the help of 
foreign {hipping into all parts of the world; that, by their inquiries and obfervations, 
they might be able to undgrfland how trade was managed, and maritime affairs con¬ 
ducted, in other countries; that, in time, by their informations, the like advantages 
might accrue to their own; of which voyages and travels, there are many fhort notes- 
collefted in Hackluit, which do great honour to thefe times, and ought to perpetuate 
the memory of the worthy perfons, who, with fo much labour and hazard, laid the 
foundation of our naval ftrength and glory. 

* Thefe notices foon roufed a&ive and induftrious perfons to try what ufe could be 
made of fuch helps, and perhaps the reader will not think his time mifpent in reading 
an inftance of this kind. Mr. William Hawkins, the father of the famous Sir John 
Hawkins, and th£ grandfather of Sir Richard Hawkins, both eminent feamen, was him- 
felf an officer in the navy of King Henry the Eighth, and for his merit much efteemed 
by that Prince, made about the middle of his reign three profperous voyages to Guinea 
and Brazil; in the laft of thefe, having fome dealings with a prince or chief of the 
Brazilians, he expreffed a defire of feeing England; but, at the fame time, fhewed a 
fufpicion of his not obtaining leave to come home again; to cure which. Captain 
Hawkins very readily offered to leave Mr. Martin Cockram, of Plymouth, who nood 
next to himfelf in efteem with the Indians, as a hoftage, which offer was readily ac¬ 
cepted. 

This Brazilian chief he brought over, and prefented to his mafter King Henry, who 
received him kindly, entertained him courteoully, and difmified him generoufly, after a 
year’s flay in England. But it fo fell out, in his paffage home, that, either through 
change of air, fhortnefs of provifions, or fome. other .misfortune, the Indian chief died; 
which threw the Englifh into great concern, from an apprehenfion that Mr. Cockram 
would be either punifhed with death, or detained during life, upon account of this 
accident: but the thihg fell out better; for upon hearing what the Englifh had to al¬ 
ledge, the favages readily obferving, that it was far from being likely that they would 
return to their country if they had treated their king amifs, and that it was not in their 
power to preferve his life, if attacked by ficknefs, they freely fet their hoftage at li¬ 
berty, kindly entertained the men, and fumifhed the fhip with a fuffidmt cargo for 
England, wnich erfeouraged other merchants to trade to the unfettled perhs of Brazil, 
(by which I mean the ports not yet in the poffeffion of the Portuguefe,) and this from 
feveral places,* viz. Briftol, Southampton, and London, during all the latter part of this 
monarch’s reign, who muft be allowed to have had a very public fpirfr with regard tp 
maritime concerns, fcif rile improvement of which he fparedf neither pains nor treafure, 

7. In the time of Kiftg Edward the Sixth the court was fplit into fe&ions, which 

Y 2 * neceffarily 
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neceffarily occafioned difputes and divifions among die people; fo that the times were 
byno means iavourable for new and great undertakings, or even for the improvement 
of thofe bra|jches of commerce, which were but itewly ppened; on die contrary, it 
feems that feveral perfons who were tntrufted with offices by the lord high admiral, 
and fuch as had the care §nd direction of the cuftoms, laid heavy burdens upon thofe 
thatengaged in the Iceland and Newfoundland fifheries; and took fuch large fums for 
licences, and under other pretences, as had libs to, have ruined the former, which Was 
an old trade, and greatly difcouraged the latter, which was a new one. 

JJpon complaint of this to parliament, the matter fell under a clofe examination, as 
appears from fome papers of Sir William Cecil, which are yet in being; for there are 
np Journals of the Proceedings of the tfoufe of Commons fo early as this time pre- 
ferved: but from the papers before mentioned, we are informed, that this complaint 
was made by the weft-country members, and by a burgefs from Yarmouth in Norfolk ; 
and thereupon a law was made in the year 1548, and the fecand of that Prince’s reign, 
by which it was enacted, that every officer who ffiould, for the time to come, extort, 
procure, or receive any fum of money from a merchant, mafter of a ffiip, factor, or 
fifherman, for, or under colour of, granting him leave or licence to fifh in the North 
Seas, on the coafts of Iceland, or on the banks of Newfoundland, lhould, for the firft 
offence, forfeit treble the fum fo extorted ; and for the fecond, fhould fuller fine and 
ranfom at the King’s pleafure. 

. The fame year the King was pleafed to grant to Sebaftian Cabot, his old fervant, by 
the advice and counfel of his uncle, Edward Duke of Somerfet, the office of grand 
pilot of England, with a fee of one hundred fixty-fix pounds thirteen and four pence, 
to be paid him quarterly at the exchequer; which ffiews, that thefe'kind of fervices 
were ftill regarded ; and that in fuch intervals of peace, as the miniftry then had, they 
were mindful of the intereft of their country, and inclined to do what lay in their power 
to: promote navigation and commerce. But they were ftill hurt by a too earneft defire 
to grafp at the,.whole trade of the Indies, which induced them to liften to all the pro- 
pofals made for difeovering either a north-eaft or a north-weft paffage; and by bending 
all their ftrength that way, neglected thofe undertakings that were eafier, and which 
might have been carried into execution at a much lighter expence. This was owing to 
Mr. Sebaftian Cabot, who firft ftarted the notion of a paffage into the South Seas by 
the north-weft, and who fell very readily into the other project of finding a paffage into 
the Indian Ocean by the north-eaft. 

He was at that time mafter of the great company eretted for the benefit of commerce, 
under the title of Merchant-Ad ve;.turn for the Difcovery of New Lands, and the 
great oracle, as he deferved to be, of all the feafaring people; and this gave him an op¬ 
portunity of pulhing that point which he had moft at heart, the importance of which he 
underftood better than any man, and in the execution of which nobody had gone 
farther, or managed an expedition with greater diferetion. But this turn diverted the 
whole attention of the ftate to this point, and this alone, as if nothing had been worth 
difeovering but a paffage to the Spice Iflands; while in the mean time the-Spaniards 
attacked and fubdued a very great part of both the continents of America.* If, inftead 
of this, the/fodeavours of the feamen in that reign had been applied to the profecuting 
w^rfCabot had fo well begun, I mean the entire difcovery of Florida, ( and the cotan- 
triee adjacent, it muft have ended in a fettlement on the Gulph of Mexico* which might 
p~ofesiyaliave been attended with very great advantages. ' 

It <iara|Jfchowever be denied, that the fchemes which were profecuted had a Very 
fair apBrtSSncf j^foccefs, and I think it may be allowed alfo, by fuch as take the pains 

10 ‘to 
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infienfi&a^ savSir Hu^i wilfoughby* that no man ever-con* 
ceive^ witfr gr«&ter iirength of judgment, or exprefled himfelf in clearer terms, than 
he did. I,might, to.provethis, ^veati eactraQ: of thefe Inftru&ions} btjt it wouldbe 
befide my prefent purjfofe, and giving the reader »o more than what he may already 
find in Hackiuit; whereas I aim at affording him new Iights,:without tranfcribing other 
people’s labours, except where I am under a neceffity of doing it. It muft be ad¬ 
mitted, that though the profecution of thefe proje&s, for finding a north-eaft and a 
north-weft paffage, were not either of them attended with fuccefs, and though they 
confumed a great treafure, and, which is.much more to be regretted, were attended 
with the lofs of feveral excellent captains and many able feamen, the profits whicffthe 
nation reaped might be truly faid to countervail, in fome meafure, even the vaft ex- 
pences thefe voyages occafioned. 

As for inftance: we opened, by our attempts to find a north-eaft paffage, the trade 
to Archangel; and, for fome time, engroffed the valuable commerce of the Ruffian 
empire: and even to the north-weft our difcoveries were of great confequence, and led 
us to a more diftinct knowledge of that part of th * world than any other nation has 
attained, infomuch that I think it may be truly laid, it is of all our labours that which 
has (hewn our excellency in point of leamanftiip mod; and, if our prefent attempt for 
difcoveHng a pafl'age through Hudfon’s Bay lhould prove fuccefsful, as I fincerely be¬ 
lieve it will, we lhall have no re&lbn to blame thofe who from time to time have pulhed 
• this dcfign with fo much vigour; becaule I am thoroughly perluaded, that whenever it 
is attended with fuccefs, it will, in a very few years, repay this nation all that ihe has 
expended for ages upon this account. 

We may from* hence fee how much thefe expeditions for difcovery are preferable to 
much more expenfive expeditions in purfuit of projects di&ated by political views} 
for in thefe laft we wafte (nips, men, treafure, and all to little or no purpofe; whereas, 
with Tefpetl to the former, whether we fucceed or not in our main point, we are fare 
of making fuch incidental advantages as, fooner or later, make us ample amends for 
the pains we take; fo that a maritime power cannot follow a wifer courfe than to en¬ 
courage all fuch projeds, or employ her naval force better than in attempting fuch of 
them as have a .probable appearance; becaule this nourilhes and keeps alive that adive, 
penetrating, enterprifing fpirit, which is fo necefi'ary to a ftate like curs,‘ and which 
will always be attended witji advantages upon the whole, though in many particular 
inftances it may not be attended with fuccefs. But it is now time to proceed from 
thefe rcfledions which naturally flow from the confideration of what was done by our 
ftatelrnen in the reign of King Edward, to tljofe of the like kind that occupied the 
thoughts both of our politicians and people, in the feign of his filter and fucceffor; in 
fpeaking of which, though a beaten topic, I hope to itrike out feveral things that 
are new. 

8 . As there were feveral of King Edward’s minifters employed by Queen Mary, fo 
we fi*d that in the reign of this Princefs the fame meafures were purified, and the feme 
attention (hewn for new difcoveries, and for giving all the a Alliance that was in the 
power of the‘Crown, to fuch as engaged in thele undertakings. But*after the mar¬ 
riage between the Queen and King Philip of Spain took place, we began tV^jrow much 
better acquainted with all circamftances relating to the Weft Indies than in' former 
titties, and it became fafhionable at Court to read and underftand whatever had been 
publilhed, in any language, relating to the conquefts and difcoveries of the Spaniards;, 
but becaufe the number was npt great of fuch as could, perufe and underftand thofe 
works in the original languages, feveral perfons took pains to tranfiate them into png- 
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lilh, and to epitomife them, that they might be read with the greater facility; amongft 
thefe were Mr. Richard Eden, who compofed one of the firft Colle£tions of Travels 
that was ever publilhed in our language, and which was afterwards reviled, corre&ed, 
and augments, by Mr. Edward WMles. Several other pieces of the fame kind came 
abroad; and feveral of the Spanifh officers that attended their King hither took a great 
deal of pains to fet forth the exploits of their nation in the Weft Indies; and our.fea 
officers, with whom they converfed, did not fail to make their advantage of thefe dif- 
courfes, and to gain fuch knowledge of the fituation things were in throughout all their 
dominions in America, as afterwards coft the Spaniards very dear. 

This intercourfe with that nation alfo fumifhed many Englifhmen with opportunities 
of going to their fettlements, and of obtaining fuch lights with refpeft to their navigation 
and commerce, as proved afterwards of the higheft ufe. But notwithftanding all this, 
our trade and naval power fuffered deeply by this connection between the two nations, 
which not only hindered, during that reign, thofe voyages we had formely made to 
America from being purfued, but involved us likewife in a tedious, dangerous, and 
unneceffary war with France; by which we not only loft the important fortrefs of 
Calais, but alfo fuffered deeply in our Ihipping; fo that it appears by fome fragments 
which ftill remain of fpeeches made in the Houfe of Commons, that loud com¬ 
plaints were made on this fubjeft in parliament by the citizens of London efp&cially, 
whole Ioffes were greater than thofe of the reft of the kingdom by thofe miftaken 
meafures. 

Yet fuch branches of our commerce as did not immediately interfere with that of 
Spain were greatly favoured in this reign, in which the Ruffian merchants were incor¬ 
porated, and Sebaftian Cabot appointed their governor for life ; and d Ruffian ambaf- 
fador, who came over hither, was treated with great diftinCtion both by the King and 
Queen; which procured us fuitable returns, by the granting extraordinary privileges to 
fuch merchants and fubje&s of England as traded in any part of that extenfive empire. 
The trade to Guinea, likewife, met with fome countenance from the Court, by which 
means the fhipping engaged therein was increafed, and many more traders drawn to be 
concerned therein; fo that as great a fpirit in this refpctt appeared as could well be ex¬ 
pected ; while the trading corporations throughout the kingdom'were expofed to great 
inconveniences, by taking their Ihips for the public fervice; for fo, at that time, 
affifting King Philip was called, though it was evidently again ft the intereft of the na¬ 
tion ; and it was our want of fuccefs in that war which faved the balance of Europe, 
which mult have been totally loft, if he had compaffed his defign, and ruined the power 
of France; fo that in fa£t, our navu forqe was employed againft itfelf, of whiqh the 
Queen’s minifters were fenfible; but as for the Queen herfelt, Ihe was governed by an 
odd principle, which was that of making the belt wife in the world to one of the 
worn of hulbands: but, very luckily for the nation, Ihe was fo fenfible of the misfor¬ 
tunes that attended this injudicious war, and particulary of the lofs of Calais, that it 
broke her heart, and thereby made way for that great and glorious reign which re- 
ftored the face of our affairs, revived our languilhing commerce, re-eltablifhed our 
naval power, and, by the happy iffue of a long and bloody, but neceffary and prof- 
perous, war/Sgainft Spain, fecured our own liberties and preferved thofe of Europe. 

iQueen Elizabeth fucceeded to the crown by the death of her filler, in the 
month of November 1558; and, from the very beginning of her reign, made the naval 
power bf this nation her peculiar care. She began with putting the fmall remains of 
the navyftftp the beft condition poffible; provided a fafg harbour in the river Medway 
for their reception, and ere&ed a new caftle for their protection. She likewife took 

9 care 
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©are to have a fraall fquatlron at fea as foon as pofiible; and knowing that by a hafty 
breach with Spain file might, and indeed mail, expofe her naval ftrength to the danger 
of being crufiied by a fuperior force, fhe very wifely chofe to diffemble her refentments 
againft that Crown, and to* provide for the increase of the feamen and fhipping of her 
kingdom, before fhe difcovered thofe refolutions which fhe carried afterwards into exe¬ 
cution with fo much honour to herfelf, and fo much advantage to her people. I the 
rather take notice of this, becaufc it is the only ftroke of the Queen’s policy which has 
efcaped our historians, who either overlooked or mifunderftood it; and therefore, as it 
very nearly concerns my fubject, 1 ihall fet it in a full and clear light. 

At the beginning of her reign the Queen had feveral enemies to deal with; feme 
who declared openly againft her, and others who fecretly fought her ruin. Among 
the former were the French, to whom at that time Scotland, in virtue of a marriage 
between Queen Mary and the French King, in fome meafure belonged. At the head 
of the latter was King Philip of Spain, one of the greateft politicians that ever fat upon 
a throne, who knew the value of England, had in fome meafure poffeffed it, and, 
which was not at all wonderful, had no mind to lofe it. His firft project for keeping 
it was, by marrying Elizabeth, as he had done her lifter, in which finding himfelf de¬ 
ceived, his next project was to conquer it, from which he never departed. The 
Queen, when fhe rejetted the firft, forefaw the laft, and refolved to provide 
againft it, which fhe knew could no other way be done but by obtaining a great 
naval force. 

To arrive at this, flte firft of all contrived to amufe Spain by carrying on the war 
with France, in which fhe did the fame thing her fifter did; and yet the one was the 
worft, the other, the wifefl meafure that ever was taken. Queen Mary really meant to 
ruin and diftrefs the French, and was above all things defirous of recovering Calais; 
and this from a miftaken zeal for the intereft of the nation. Queen Elizabeth" made 
an artificial war againft France to increafe her own naval ftrength, by encouraging her 
fubje&s to take prizes, and that fhe might have an opportunity of fecuring Scotland; 
but, though exceffively provoked, fhe never thought of hurting France, and when of¬ 
fered Calais, fhe refufed it; and all this, bccaufe fhe knew the true intereft of the 
nation. She knew that while fhe continued to a£t againft the French, fhe fhould have 
the Spaniards for feeming friends j that this war was not againft the humour of her 
people, or againft juftice ; that it would raife a vaft number of feamen, becaufe every 
port in England fitted out privateers; and that it would raife the reputation of her naval 
power, by reducing Scotland : for all which ends, as fhe wifely provided, fo fhe met 
in them all the fuccefs fhe could defire. She knew, however, that France was not 
her natural enemy; that from the difputes about religion, which ran high in that king¬ 
dom, fhe was in no danger from its power; and that whenever fhe came to declare 
againft Spain, fhe fhould ftand in need of its affiftance: for which reafon fhe made a 
very harmlefs war, and gave fuch broad intimations of her being willing to compofe 
all differences, as in due time produced a peace. She likewife knew that the poffeflion 
of Calais was a mere popular advantage; that, in reality, it was attended with an ex¬ 
pence which, could not well be afforded ; that if fhe was poffeffed of it- it would be a 
continual bone of .contention with France; and that, how much foeve. s it might be 
afterwards her intereft to part with it, it would be an unpopular, and therefore an im¬ 
proper, and in imprudent thing to give it up. This that great Princefs knew, and 
therefore fhe wifely refufed it; but upon making a peace, ihe referved her rights to it, 
and procured fuch conceffions from the French, as prayed a continual check upon 
them, and were oftentimes of ftiore ufe than the fortrefs itfelf. 
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In the mean time (he continued her care of the navy, and negie&ed nothing that 
might keep up and, promote a maritime fpirit among her people; (he fought out and 
diftinguifhed the fea-officers that had ferved under her father; fhe was continually fit¬ 
ting out, oh one pretence or other, ljtt\e fquadrons, at a fntall expence; fhe gave the 
command of them to different officers, that fhe might excite a fpirit of emulation, but 
what principally conduced to aggrandize her power was thepleafure fhe fhewed, when¬ 
ever any occafion offered, of rewarding her fubje&s, who undertook, at their own ex¬ 
pence, fuch expeditions as contributed to extend their commerce, and open new 
branches of trade. We have a flrong inftance of this, in the countenance file fhewed 
to Captain John Hawkins, who between the years 1562 and 1568 made three voyages 
. into the Weft Indies, and in all but the laft had very great fuccefs, though he carried 
on his trade partly by force. She promoted the trade to Ruffia, and through that em¬ 
pire to Perfia and the Indies, to the utinoft of her power, and managed it with fuch 
prudence and dexterity, that the reputation of her government was very high, in that 
and in other countries, in which the reft of the kingdoms and the ftates of Europe were 
Hardly known. The trade to Guinea was likewife fo much her care, that, finding the 
Portuguefe gave her fubjedts much disturbance, fhe enquired into the caufes of thofe 
difputes, and took care to remedy them by a treaty with that crown. 

All this time her. differences with Spain fubfifted, and though there was no open war 
between the two crowns, yet there could fcarce be faid to be either friendfhip or peace 
between their fubjedts; and the Queen, perhaps, was not very folicitous that there 
fhould; for having now attained what fhe aimed at, a very confiderable naval force, 
and being willing to let the Spaniards fee, that though file declined a war, flic had no 
reafon to be afraid of it, fhe took advantage of the King of Spain’s marriage with 
Anne of Auftria, his niece, to give fuch an inftance of her generality and power, as 
did great honour to her adminiftration; for fhe caufed that princefs to be conducted to 
Spain by an Engliffi navy; this was a plain demonftration that her fparingnefs, upon 
other occafions, was not the effedts of any nearnefs of temper; but that, by a conftant 
frugality, file might have it always in her power to be royally magnificent upon proper 
occafions. 

But this, extraordinary mark of civility was far enough from meeting a proper re¬ 
turn, and the Spaniards went <111 in difturbing the trade, and diftrefling the navigation 
of her fubjedts; which induced the Queen to fuffer her fubjedls to ufe the belt mea- 
fures they could for redrafting themfelves ; in which they Were not wanting. I11 the 
year 1572, Captain Francis Drake made his fatuous expedition into the Weft Indies, 
with two fliips, one called the Dragon, c feventy-five tons, the other the Swan, of 
twenty-five tons, and on board them both‘he had no more than feventy-three men ; and 
yet, with this force, he ventured to declare war again!! the King of Spain, for the inju¬ 
ries he had received in his voyage with Captain Hawkins t:o the Weft Indies. In this 
voyage he performed wonderful things ; for, befides taking feveral large fliips, he fairly 
took the town of Nombrc de Dios by ftorm, gained an immenfe treafure, and had a 
fight of the South Seas ; after which he returned fafely to Plymouth, and made a fair 
dtftribution of the profits of his voyage among his owners. . 

This gloripfe event encouraged others to follow his example; fo ‘ that, in a very 
<ne Englifli privateers made various voyages .into all parts of America, and 
every little port in England fwarmed with feamen, who were perfedt mailers of their 
profeflion; and pilots capable of navigating fliips to any part of the known world be¬ 
came fo Numerous, that therg were daily new projects fet on foot, which in the former 
age wjlw fc^ ye been thought impracticable; but in this were carried into execution at 
' the 
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the charge of private perfons, without any expence to, or affiftance from, the crown, 
though they had'all the countenance and encouragement they could deftre: but 
amongft all thefe, there was none fo confiderable in itfelf, fo clear a proof of maritime 
fkill, and fo honourable, in every refpe£t, to the nation, as the next expedition of Cap¬ 
tain Francis Drake in 1577, in which he failed round the globe, as we have {hewn at 
large, in the firft part of this work, and therefore need not repeat here. But one part, 
however, of that voyage fo immediately concerns the fubjed of this chapter, and re¬ 
lates to fo confiderable a difcovery, that, as we then promifed, we {hall, as in its proper 
place, fpeak of and explain it more particularly here. 

10. Captain Drake failed from Plymouth, with five fmall {hips, the biggeft but 
of one hundred tons, on the 13th of December 1577, and it was the 5th of Sep¬ 
tember following before he entered 1 the South Seas, where having performed feveral 
glorious a&ions, and gained prodigious riches, he proceeded to the moft northern of 
the Spanifli fettlements, with a view to difeover, if poffible, that paflage which had 
been fo much talked of from our Northern into the South Seas, by a ftrait like 
that of Magellan’s to the north-weft. This was certainly a very wife and great under¬ 
taking, and a prodigious improvement upon the defign of his voyage; for, as yet, no 
F.ngliftnnan had had the opportunity, and perhaps it never entered into any man’s 
head, to fearch for fuch a paflage on this fide; though it is moft likely, that by this 
method it may be found. Our author’s endeavours, however, were ftrangely croffed 
.by the unexpected feverity of the weather, of which the reverend Mr. Francis Fletcher, 
who was chaplain in this voyage, gives us a large account j and, as it relates to a 
fubject of great importance, and contains a multitude of curious circumftances, though 
not delivered in die moft polifhed ftile, we Ihall give it the reader, for the fake of, 
exaftnefs, in his own words: 

“ From Guatuico we departed the day following, viz. April the 16th, fetting our 
courfe directly into the fea, whereupon we failed five hundred leagues in longitude to 
get a wind, and between that and June the 3d, one thoufand four hundred leagues in 
all, till we came in forty-two degrees of north latitude, wherein the night following we 
found fuch an alteration of heat into extreme and nipping cold, that our men, in gene¬ 
ral, did grievously complain thereof, fome of them feeling their healths much impaired 
thereby; neither was it that this chanced in the night alone, but the day following 
carried with it not only the marks, but the ftings and force of the night going before, 
to the great admiration of us all; for befides that the pinching and biting air was no¬ 
thing altered, the very ropes of our {hip were ftiff, and the rain which fell was an un¬ 
natural and frozen fubftance; fo that we feemed rather to be in the frozen zone, than 
any way fo near unto the fun, or thefe hotter climate. 

“ Neither did this happen for the time only, or by fome fudden accident, but rather 
feemed, indeed, to proceed from fome ordinary caufe, againft the which the heat of 
the fun prevails not; for it came to that extremity in lailitig but two degrees farther to 
the northward in our courfe, that though the feamcn lacked not good itoraachs, yet it 
feemed a queftion to many amongft us, whether their hands fhould feed their mouths, 
or rather keep themfelves within coverts, from the pinching cold that* did benumb 
them ? Neither could we impute it to the tendernefs of our bodies, though we came 
lately from the extremity of heat, by realbn whereof we might be more fenfibla> of 
the prefent cold, infomuch that the dead and fenfelefs creatures were as well affe&ed 
with it as ourfelves. Our meat, as foon as it was removed from the fire, would 
prefently, in a manner, become frozen up; and our ropes and tackling, in a few 
days, were grown to that ftiffriefs, that what three men before were able with them 
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to perform, now fix men, with their beft ftrength and utmoll endeavours, were 
hardly able to accomplifh; whereby a fudden and great difcouragement feized upon 
the minds of our men, and they were pofleffed with a great millike, and doubting 
of any good to be done that way*; yet would not our ’general be difcouraged, but 
as well by comfortable fpeeches of the divine providence, and of God’s loving care 
over his children, out of the Scriptures, as alfo by giving other good and profitable 
perfuafions, adding thereto his own chearful example, he fo ftirred them up to' put 
on a good courage, and to acquit themfelves like men, to endure fome Ihort extremity; 
to .have the fpeediei comfort, and a little trouble to obtain the greater glory ; that' 
every man was thoroughly armed with willingnefs, and refolved to fee the uttermoll, 

■ if it were poflible, of what good was to be done that way. 

“ The land in that part of America bearing farther out into the weft than we before 
imagined, we were nearer on it than we were aware, and yet the nearer ftill we came 
unto it, the more extremity of cold did feize upon us. The 5th day of June we were 
forced by contrary winds to run in with the Ihore, which we then firft defcried, and 
to call anchor in a bad bay, the beft road we could for the prefent meet with, where 
we were not without fome danger, by reafon of the many extreme gults and flaws that 
beat upon us; which if they ceafcd and were ftill at any time, immediately upon their 
intermiflion there followed molt vile, thick, and (linking fogs, againft which „the fea 
prevailed nothing, till the gulls of wand again removed them, which brought with them 
luch extremity and violence when they came, that there was no dealing or refilling 
againft them. In this place was no abiding for us, and to go further north the ex¬ 
tremity of the cold (which had now utterly difeouraged all our men) would not permit 
us, and the winds being directly againft us, having once gotten us .under fail again, 
commanded us to the fouthward, whether we would or no; from the height of forty- 
eight degrees, in which now we were, to thirty-eight degrees, we found the land by 
coafting it to be but low, and reafonably plain; every hill (whereof we faw many, but 
none very high) though it were in June, and the fun in the nearelt approach unto 
them, being covered with liiow. 

“ In thirty-eight degrees thirty minutes, we fell in with a convenient and fit har¬ 
bour, and June the 17th came to an anchor therein, where we continued to the 23d of 
July following ; during all which time, notwithftanding it was in the height of fummer, 
and fo near the fun, yet we were continually vifited with like nipping colds as we had 
felt before j infomuch, that if violent excrcifes of our bodies, and bufy employment 
about our neceflfary labours, had not fometimes compelled us to the contrary, wc could 
very well have been contented to have 1 2pt about us, ftill, our winter clothes; yea, 
(had our neceflity fuflFered us) to have kbpt our beds; neither could we at any time, 
in the whole fourteen days together, find the air fo clear as to *be able to take the 
height of fun or ftar. 

“ And here, having fo fit pccafxon (notwithftanding it may feeni to be befides the 
purpofe of-writing the hiftdry of this our voyage) we will a little more diligently in¬ 
quire into the caufes of the continuance of the extreme cold in thefe parts; as alfo 
into the probabilities or unlikelihoods of a paflage to be found that way.. Neither was 
it (3s, hath jfomerly been touched) the tendernefs of our bodies cording fo lately out 
of|Jie heat, whereby the pores were opened, that made us fo fenlible of the colds we 
here felt. In this refpedt, as in many others, we found our God a provident father 
and careful phyfician to us; we lacked no outward helps nor inward comforts to re- 
ftore and,.fortily nature, had it been decayed or weakened in us; neither was there 
wanth^a||^ us the great experience of our general, who had often himfelf proved the 
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force of the burning zone, whofe advice always prevailed much to the preferving of a 
moderate temper in our conftitutions; fo that even after our departure from the heat, 
we always found our bodies not as fponges, but ftrong and hard, more able to bear 
out cold, though we came out of excefs of heat, than a number of chamber-compa¬ 
nions could have been, who lie on their feather-beds till they go to fea, or rather, 
whofe teeth in a temperate air do beat in their heads at a cup of cold fack and fugar 
by the fire. 

“ And that it was not our tendernefs, but the very extremity of the cold itfelf, that 
caufed this fenfiblenefs in us, may the rather appear in that thetSnatural inhabitants 
of the place (with whom we had for a long feafon familiar intercourfe, as is to be 
related) who had never been acquainted with fuch heat, to whom the country air 
and climate was proper, and in whom cultom of cold was as it were a fecond nature, 
yet ufed to come {hivering to us in their warm furs, crouding clofe together, body 
to body, to receive heat, one of another, and fheltering themfelves under a lee bank 
if it were poffible ; and as often as they could, labouring to fhroud themfelves under 
our garment? to keep them warm : befides, how unhandfome and deformed appeared 
the face of the earth itfelf, {hewing trees without leaves, and the ground without 
greennefs in thofe months of June and July ? the poor birds and fowls not daring 
(as we*had great experience to obferve it) fo much as once to rife from their nefts 
after the fir ft egg laid, till it, with all the reft, be hatched and brought to fome 
.ftrength of nature able to help itfelf. Only this recompence has nature afforded 
them, that the heat of their own bodies being exceeding great, it perfected the 
creature with great expedition, and in lliorter time than is to be found in any other 
places. As for the caufes of this extremity, they feem not to be fo deeply hidden, but 
that they may, at leaf! in part, be gueffed at; the chiefeft of which we conceive to,»be 
the large fpreading of the Afian and American continents, which (ibmewhat northward 
of thefc parts) if they be not fully joined, yet feem they to come very near one to the 
other; from whofe high and fnow-covercd mountains the north and north-weft winds 
(the conftant vifitants of thefe coafts) fend abroad their frozen nymphs to the inferring 
of the whole air with this infufferable fharpnefs; not permitting the fun, no not in the 
pride of his hegtt, to diffolve that congealed matter and fnow which they have breathed 
out fo nigh the fun, and fo many degrees diftant from themfelves. And that the north 
and north-weft winds are here conftant in June and July, as the north wind is alone in 
Auguft and September, we not only found it by our own experience, but were fully 
confirmed in the opinion thereof by continual obfervations of the Spaniards. 

“ Hence comes the fqualidnefs arid barrennefs of the country; hence comes it, that 
in the midft of theic Tuinmer the fnow hardly departed even from their doors, but 
is never taken away from their hills at all; hence come thofe thick mifts and moft 
{linking fogs, which increafe fo much the more by how much higher the pole is raffed, 
wherein a blind pilot is as good as the beft director of a courfe ; for the fun ftriving 
to perform his natural office in elevating the vapours out of thefe inferior bodies, 
draws nqceffarily abundance of inoifture out of the fea; but the nipping cold (from 
the former eau%s) meeting and oppofing the fun’s endeavours, forceyhim to give 
over his work imperfect, and, inftead of higher elevation, to leave*.'*, the loweft 
regions wandering upon the face of the earth and waters, as it were a fecond fea, 
through whiclj its own beams cannot poffible pierce, unlefs fometimes when the fudden 
violence of the winds doth help to fcatter and break through it, which thing hap¬ 
pened very feldom, and when it happened is of no continuance. Some of our 
mariners in this voyage had formerly been at Wardhoufe, in feventy-two degrees of 
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north latitude, who yet affirmed thdt they felt no fuch nipping cold there in the encf of 
fummer, when they departed thence, as they did now in thefe hotteft months of 
June and July. And alfo from thefe reafons we conje&ure, that either there is no 
paffage at all through thofe northern soafts (which is moft likely) or, if there be, yet it 
is unnavigable. Add hereunto, that though we fearched the coaft diligently, even un¬ 
to the forty-eighth degree, yet found we not the land to trend fo much as one point, in 
any place, towards the eaft, but rather running on continually north-weft, as if it went 
dire&ly to meet with Afia ; and even in that height, when we had a frank wind to have 
carried us through, f had there been a paffage, yet we had a linooth and calm fea, with 
ordinary flowing and reflowing, which could not have been, had there been an opening, 
of which we rather infallibly concluded than conjectured that there was none.” 

This fhews us clearly Mr. Fletcher’s opinion, and he gives us likewife a very la'fge 
and full, to fay the truth, a very tedious and trifling, account of their landing and flay 
here; of their being taken for gods by the natives, and o£ their attempting to offer 
facrifices to them, with which 1 fuppofe, the reader will eafily difpenfe; but after this 
he comes to the point, and tells us that thefe people behaved extremely well during 
their ftay; and that their king, in teftimony of his refpett for, and fubmiflion 
to Captain Drake, prefented him with the enfigns of his regal dignity; which he 
received as a refignation of his kingdom to the Queen his miftrefs, in whole name, 
and on whofe behalf, he took poifeflion of it, and let up a wooden crofs, w ith a brafs 
plate and a proper infcription in teffimony thereof. This country he called New Albion, 1 
and this for two reafons ; the firfl was, becaufe of its \vhite cliffs; the other, that it 
might have fome affinity, as Mr. Fletcher exprefies it, in name with our own country, 
which was fome time fo called. 1 

He afterwards acknowledges, that upon taking a view of the inland parts, they found 
them very rich and fertile, contrary to their cxpe&ations ; but as to the people, he al¬ 
lows, that both on the coaff and within land, their behaviour w'as perfectly uniform, 
and they had no reafon to complain of them, but rather to commend ami applaud 
them. It is very true that Mr. Fletcher’s account of Sir Francis Drake’s voyage is 
by much the largeft, but I am far from efteeming it the belt: I inferted fo long a 
paffage from it, that the reader might be able to judge of his perfqrmance as well 
as my fentiments. He has given us a very extraordinary defeription of the exceffive 
cold they met with both at fea and on fhore, and difeourfes on it more largely, 
to fhew his capacity and judgment; yet I do not find that experience has at all con¬ 
firmed this, as the reader will perceive by turning to the other voyages of Candifh, 
and thofe who followed him, and who went to California as well as Sir Francis 
Drake. 

I mention this the rather, becaufe Candifh was there fo foon after Sir Francis 
Drake; for I find by the original account of his expedition, that he was there in No¬ 
vember 1587, but do not find that he faid one word of its being cold; and though 
it may be objected, that he was in the fouthern part of California only, yet the 
difference is fo inconfiderable, that it is impoflible to reconcile the two .accounts, 
fuppofing thepi both to be exact. Again, in Sir Francis Drake’s t voyage, printed 
by Hackluij^it is only faid, that in the latitude of forty-two degrees, the men were 
extremely pinched with cold; and finding it increafe .as they failed farther north, it 
was refolved to alter their courfe, and Hand in for the land more to thq fouth ; where 
they found a good bay, and a very gentle, friendly, and honeft people; yet the truth of 
the mat|sef jts, that the Spaniards had, thirty feven years before, failed along this coaft 
to thejteightn of forty-four degrees, as far as Cape Mendocino; and they afterwards 
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diicovered Cape Blanco beyond that, which is a plain proof that the cold is not fo in¬ 
tolerable as Mr. Fletcher Would make it. But the real defign of all his remarks is, to 
difcourage all hopes of finding a paffage this way into the North Seas, which however 
was not Sir Francis Drake’s opinion, if we may credit what other writers have told us; 
and indeed fo many abfurdities have been difcovered in Mr. Fletcher’s*defcription of 
New, Albion, that Father Charlevoix makes no fcruple of calling it a fabulous country, 
and from hence takes occafion to make fome refle&ions upon Sir FVancis Drake, which 
that gentleman did not at all deferve. 

But to fhew the reader the true defign of dwelling fo longf upon this fubje^ I 
mud obferve that his account difcredits Drake’s difcovery extremely, which mot only 
turns to the prejudice of that great man’s .character, but may likewife prove difad- 
vantageous to this nation, by giving them a very mean opinion of what ought to be 
confidered as a very noble acquisition. The difcovery, as I conceive, confided chiefly 
in his marching up into the country, which before that time it is probable, the Spani¬ 
ards had never done; and with refpeCl to our title to this country, I conceive it to 
arife from the good-will and voluntary fubmiflion of the people, faffs as well proved 
as in the nature of things we can expett, and which certainly give us as good (if not a 
better) claim to New Albion, as the Spaniards can fhew for any part of their poffeffions. 

The Country too, if we might depend upon what Sir Francis Drake or his chap¬ 
lain fays, may appear worth the feeking and the keeping, fince they alfert that the land 
is fo rich in gold and filver, that upon the flighted turning it up with a fpade or 
pick-ax, thofe rich metals plainly appear mixed with the mould. It may be ob¬ 
jected that this looks a little fabulous.; but to this two fatisfa&ory anfwers may be 
given; the fir ft is, that later difcoveries on the fame coad confirm the truth of it, 
which, for any thing I can fee, ought to put the fail out of quedion; but if any 
doubts fhould remain, my fecond anfwer will overturn thefc. For I fay next, that 
the country of New Mexico lies direCtly behind New Albion, on the other fide of a 
narrow bay, and in that country are the mines of Santo Fe, which are allowed to be the 
richeft filver mines in North America : here then is a very valuable country, to which 
we have a very fair title. 

But perhaps it may be alked, how fhall we come at it, fince, as things dand at 
prbfent, it feems to be the country in the world mod out of our reach? But if 
it had been lo, I would not have given myfelf or the reader fo much trouble about it; 
and therefore I am next to tell him, that if Mr. Arthur Dobbs’s expedition for difeo*- 
vering a north-wed paffage fucceeds. New Albion will be a country very much within 
our reach, and I dare fay, prove to the full as habitable as the coad of Hudfon’s Bay ; 
and therefore I hope that this example will fully fhew*the ufe and value of good col¬ 
lections of voyages, bccaufe it is impoflible to forefee all the advantages that may 
arife from any difcovery or fettlement at once, nor is it eafy to pronounce, that any 
difcovery, how unpromifing foever in its fird appearance, is abfolutely ufelefs, and 
not worth minding. 

This is a caution of a very ferious nature, fince there is nothing eafier than for men 
of quick wits and, tolerable learning in other refpeCts, to ridicule voyages to cold, 
barren, defart countries, and to reprefent that as folly and madnefs, which is in 
truth a mod noble kind of public fpirit, which if pufhed dill farther than it has 
ever been would* be attended with confequences of dill greater advantage to mankind, 
than thofe that have flowed from it already; and yet thefe have been very beneficial 
to this and other nations, as any judicious man will very eafily and clearly dif- 
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cern, by comparing tbe ftate of *thofe nations, before they addicted themfelves to 
commerce, and iince they have reaped the profits of it. ■* 

ii. We have already fhewn the right this nation fyas to Newfoundland; which 
is an' ifland pf a triangular figure,* about the fize of Ireland; and according to 
the beft comfmtation that can be made, about eight or nine hundred leagues in cir¬ 
cumference : on the north it is feparated from the continent by the narrow freights of, 
Bellifle; on the tfeft it has the Bay of St. Laurence ; on the fouth Cape Breton and 
the banks ; and on the eaft it has the ocean. It lies about fix hundred leagues from 
the Land’s-end in England, and the great bank is generally looked upon as half way 
to Virginia. There is no country in the world better furnifhed with harbours, and it 
is abundantly fupplied with frefh water. . The climate is very hot in fuminer, and very 
cold in winter, fo that the fnow lies upon the ground for four or five months at leaft. 
This is the bell account that we are able to give with certainty about it; for if we 
read the different relations written of this country, by perfons who ought to have been 
beft acquainted with it, we fhall find them fo oppofite and contradictory, that it will 
be very hard to judge from them, whether it be one of the beft or worft countries 
in the world. 

But by confidering the views with which thefe feveral accounts were written, and 
adverting to the" fituation of this country, between forty-feven and fifty-twO degrees 
of northern latitude, we may be eafily perfuaded that it is no paradife; and yet it 
is more to the fouth than our own ifland ; but lying off a continent very little better 
than frozen, the winds which blow over mu ft bring along with them weather very 
different from ours. It is however, very certain, that filberds, ftrawberries, fome 
kinds of cherries, and other fuch-like fruits grow here; and' though corn and 
hay fucceed but indifferently, yet there is great plenty of venifon, wild-fowl and 
fifh; fo that with dry food in plenty from Europe, people may live here very com¬ 
fortably even in winter, fince the country produces fuel of feveral kinds in abundance. 

The great advantage, however refulting from our poffeffion of the place never de¬ 
pended much upon its produce; fo far from it that one of the beft writers upon 
the trade of this nation gave his opinion clearly, that it was more for our intereft 
there fhould be no fettlements upon it at all; which, in my judgment, he has 
by unanfwerable arguments made good; but the value of Newfoundland to fhis 
crown and country refults from the fifhery upon its jeoafts, and upon the banks 
near it, which has been and ftill is, of ineftiinable benefit, for rCal’ons that fhall 
be prefently given. It is very certain, that yie did not profecute our difeoveries in 
and about this ifland, or attend to the advantages that might be made from the 
fifhery, in many years after Cabot had taken poffeffion of it; but I do not how¬ 
ever believe, that we ever left or deferted it, as l’ome writers would have us believe, 
and that we did not claim it again till the reign of Queen Elizabeth. I am, on the 
contrary, perfuaded, that fome of our fifhing veflels reforted yearly to this coaft, though 
perhaps hot many ; and this for two reafons ; firft, becaufe the unfettled ftate of our 
affairs kept the beft part of our feamen one way or other in the public fervice ; and 
next, became we had a great fifhery, at that time, on the coaft of Iceland. 

4:But that we really kept poffeffion of the Newfoundland fifhery all that time, may, I 
tmnk, be undeniably proved by two arguments likewife: the one taken-from the aft 
pf parliament before-mentioned, in the fecond year of the reign of Edward the Sixth, 
whidl would have been needlefs, if this fifhery had not fubfifted; and the other from 
the account given us off the, ftate of this fifhery in 1578, by Mr. Parkhurft, which 
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is very curious, and yet little v |aken notice of. He tells us, that in this year there were 
about fifty foil of Engiilh flyp' employed upon that coaft ^ but he tells us likewife,' that 
there were one hundred fail of Spaniards, befides twenty or thirty foil of Bifcayneere, 
fifty of Portuguefe, and one hundred and fifty French. He adds another circumftance, 
which is ftill more to our purpofe; and it is this, that wherever the Englifh fifhed, 
they were reputed lords of the harbour, and exercifed an authority over other 
nations, by making ufe of their boats when they had occafion for them ; which 
makes it plain to me,' that we conftantly kept up our title, for otherwife it is im- 
poffible to give any reafon why we fhould have exercifed this > dominion where we 
were fo far from being the moft powerful. An immemorial cuftom was foun¬ 
dation enough for fuch a pradice, and nothing but this could be efteemed fo. 

He tells us alfo, that our own {hips were the ftrongeft, largeft, and belt equipped ; 
and that by this means, we protected our own trade and the trade of other nations, 
which is a confirmation of what 1 have obferved ; he fays, that next to ours the Spani¬ 
ards were the bell equipped, and he computes the tonnage of thefe veflels at about fix 
thoufand, and the French at about feven thoufand ton; but the Portuguefe, he fays, 
were the worft equipped of all. As for the Bifcayneers they were chiefly employed in 
whale-fifiiing, and in making train-oil. The great confequence of this trade top our 
nation artlfe from lienee ; that in the firll place, it raifed a vaft number of feamen, 
and thole the beft and ableft that were any where bred, fo that, even at this time, there 
ctiuld not be fewer than two thoufand employed therein. Next, it gave bread to a vaft 
number of manufacturers and mechanics, fuch as {hip and boat builders, &c. Thirdly, 
,it produced a great deal of money from the fale of the fifh. Fourthly, almoft all the 
provifions contained in Newfoundland, fuch as bread, beef, pork, butter, cheefe, 
linen, and woollen cloths, nets, hooks, and lints, were all furniftied from F.ngland; 
to which we may add, that thele vefl'cls being fitted out in March and returning in Sep¬ 
tember, they not only brought home a number of people full of money, which they 
fpent in England, but they alfo left us a certain proportion of ftout able feamen, frefti 
men going out in their room, and becoming in a voyage or two as good mariners 
as rhemfelves. * 

Thus it clearly .appears, how this bleak, barren, and inhofpitable country came to be 
of fuch confequence ; which was very loon diicerned by the wife miuiitry of Queen 
Elizabeth, towards the dole of whofe reign it grew to fuch a height that we employed 
yearly two hundred fail and upwards of fifiling veflels, and on board them upwards 
of eight thoufand feamen, a clear proof,of the improvements that were then made in 
the fpace of twenty years; and which confirms, beyond queftion, what I remarked at 
the clofe of the preceding paragraph, that all difcovcri£s are of ufe, and every branch 
of navigation worth looking after, and keeping. If the reader confults other ac¬ 
counts of Newfoundland, within this period of time, he will fee that I have not been 
much aflilked by them, but that I have let the lubject in a new light, from fads of 
which they have taken little or no notice. 

But I come now to fpeak of thofe that are more generally known, and of the famous 
patent of Sir Humphrey Gilbert, which is one of the firft of them. Thix gentleman 
was a native of Devon/hire, had a good fortune, was well allied, had a competent know¬ 
ledge both of military and maritime affairs, and a generous defire to raife his private 
fortune by the piirfuit of the public fervice. It was with this view that he reprefented 
to Queen Elizabeth the expediency of fettling all thofe countries upon the Continent of 
America, which had been formerly difeovered by John and Sebaftian Cabot, becaufe, 
otherwife, it was not at all unlikely that the French, who had often reviewed thefe 
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places, would be defxrous of fupplfanting the Englifh, and becaufe it was very far from 
being improbable that thofe countries abounded with very rich minerals. Upon 
thefe fuggeftions very full letters patent were granted by the Queen to Sir H. Gilbert, 
his heirs and alligns, with free leale,. not only to difcover, but to plant and fettle, and 
even to fortify and build cattles, in any of thefe northern countries, not then in the 
poffeffion of any Chrittian Prince, with authority to govern fuch colonies, according to 
the known laws of the land, with feveral other claufes equally well contrived for fe- 
curing this grant from becoming any way injurious to the public. 

After obtaining this favour from the Queen, our worthy knight applied him¬ 
felf to his relations and friends, in order to frame a fociety capable of carrying this 
defign into -'xecution ; and he met with fuch fuccefs therein, that he thought himfeli 
very foon in a condition to undertake a voyage for this purpofe ; yet when it came 
to the point, things fell our very crofsly ; for fome of his affociates began to form par¬ 
ticular projects inconfitteni with his general fclieme, and,others abfolutely failed in 
performing their engagements ; which however did not hinder this gallant gentleman 
from putting to lea, with fuch of his friends as had ftuck clofe to their promiles; 
but the voyage proved very unfortunate, and was attended with the lofs of one of his 
beft fhips, in which was Mr. Miles Morgan, whom he much efteemed, and feveral 
other perfons of worth and figure. This was a levere blow, which he was* the lei's 
able to fuftain, as having already fullered extremely in his fortune, by the money 
he had been obliged to advance to fupply other men’s deficiencies ; and therefore he 
was conftrained to affign part of his patent to other perfons, who were to make fet- 
tlements in the northern parts of America about the river of Canada; but thefe people 
proving likewife very dilatory, he found himfelf obliged to think of another ex¬ 
pedition, in perfon; becaufe his patent was to expire, if within the fpace of lix years 
he had not actually gained poffeflions under it. 

In the fpring of the year 1583 he had again brought this defign into fome order, 
and to furnilh the neceffary cxpences thereof he was obliged to fell his ellate, though 
he had great afliftange from his friends; and feveral gentlemen of rank and fortune 
agreed to go with him in perfon ; with this view a fmall fquadron was fitted out, con- 
fitting of the following vefiels, viz. the Delight (or George), of one hundred and 
twenty tons, admiral, in which went Sir Humphrey himfelf as general, William 
Winter captain and part owner, and Ricard Clark, matter ; the bark Raleigh, fitted 
out by Mr. Walter Raleigh, of two hundred tons, vice-admiral, Mr. Butler captain, 
and Robert Davis of Briltul, matter; the Golden Hind, of forty tons, rear-admiral, 
capt. Kdward Ilayes, commander and u ./ner, and William Cox of Limehoufe, matter; 
the Swallow of forty tons, Maurice Brown, captain ; the Squirrel of ten tons, Wil¬ 
liam Andrews, captain, and one Cade, matter. In all thefe vefl'els were fhipped about 
two hundred and fixty men, among whom were many fhipwrights, mafons, carpenters, 
fmiths, miners, and refiners. The refolution of the proprietors was, that the fleet 
fhould begin its courfe northerly, and follow as directly as they could the trade-way 
to Newfoundland, from whence, after having refrefhed and fupplied thcmfelves with 
all neceffaries, their intent was to proceed into the f'outh, and not to pais by any river 
or bay, which, in all that large tradt of land, fhould appear worthy their looking into ; 
they likewife agreed upon the manner of their cour/e, and the orders to be obferved 
in their voyage, which were delivered to the captains and matters of every fhip in 
writing. 

The Jith of June they ,fet fail from Caufet Bay, near Plymouth; but, on the 13th, 
their large fhip the Raleigh, under pretence that hdr captain and a great number of 
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her men were fuddenly taken ill of a contagious dlfeafe, left the fleet and returned to 
Plymouth; fome fay in great diftrefs, but others, that it was done with a defign to 
break the voyage. After hpr departure the Golhen Hind fucceeded her in place as 
vice-admiral. The 30th of July they had the firft light of land, as they computed it 
about fifty-one degrees, but with fuch foggy weather, that they could not poftihly per¬ 
ceive, the land, nor take the fun’s height: from thence they followed the coaft to the 
fouth, with clear weather, till they came to the ifland called Baccalaos; here they 
met with the Swallow, which had been feparated from them in the fog, but were 
furprized to fee her men in a different garb from what they had on when they left 
them; upon inquiry they found they had met a Newlander fifhing bark returning 
homewards, which they had rifled of tackle, fails, cables and provifions, and the men 
of their apparel. Continuing the fame courfe fouthward, they came the fame day, being 
the 3d of Auguft, to the harbour of St. John, where they found the Squirrel, which 
had likewife been feparated from them, riding at anchor at the mouth of the harbour, 
having been refufed entrance by the veffcls which were liftting within, to the num 
her of thirty-fix fail of all'nations. Sir Humphrey was preparing to make good his 
palfage by force of arms; but having firft fent in his boat to inform the mafters of the 
fifhing barks, that he had a commiilion from the Queen to take poffeftion of thefe 
lands for the crown of England, they were fatisfied, and fubmittrd to the levying a 
tax' of provifions from each fhip, for fupplying the wants of Sir Humphrey’s fmall 
«fq uadron. Going into the harbour, the admiral’s fhip was by the eareleflhefs of the men 
run upon a rock, which lay vifible above water : but, by the afliftancc of the lifher- 
men’s boats, ftie was got off again, with little or no damage. 

On the 4th Sir*Humphrey, whom they called the general, and his company were 
conducted on fhorc by the mafters of the Englilh fifhing veffcls, and their owners or 
merchants who were with them. On the 5th the general, having caufed a tent to be 
let up view of all the fhips in the harbour, to the number of between thirty and forty 
fail, and being accompanied by all his captains, mafters, gentlemen, and foldiers, fum- 
tnoned all the merchants and mailers, both Englilh and Foreigners, to be prefent at his 
taking a formal and folemn poffeftion of thefe territories Ting affembled, he caufed 
his commiilion, t under the great leal of England, to be openly icud before them, and 
to be interpreted to thofe who were flrangers to the Engiiflt longue. 

By virtue of this commiflion, he declared that he took poffeftion of the harbour of 
St. John, and two himdred’loaguos every nay, invefted Her Majelly with th- title and 
dignity thereof; and having had (according to cuftom)arod, and turf off : delivered 
to him, entered poffeftion alio for himfell, his heirs and affigns, for eve 1 I<> 1 gnilied to 
thofe who were prefent, and through them t’o all then, that from thenceforward they 
fhould look upon thofe territories as appertaining to the Queen of England, and himfelf, 
authorized under Her Majcfty to polfefs and enjoy them, with power to ordain laws for 
the government thereof, agreeable (as near as conveniently could be) to the laws of Eng¬ 
land ; under which, all people coming thither fox the futur#, either to inhabit,or by way 
of traffic, fhould fubmit and be governed. Some writers have attributed all this folemnity, 
which, however, was attended with many other ceremonies, to a high degree of vanity 
in our Weft-country, knight, and have ridiculed leverely his pretences to improve the 
trade of this kingdom and enlarge the Queen’s dominions, by cutting a turf; in which, 
however, thyy Injure this poor Gentleman’s memory extremely, and fhew how little 
they are qualified to give their readers a true account of things of this nature. 

The plain reafon of Sir Elumphrey’s conduct throughout this affair vras his concern 
vol. xii. • • ■ for 
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for his grant, which was perpetual to him and his heirs, in cafe he took poffeflion of 
any countries within fix years, and otherwife it was void: there were now but a few 
months to come. He had fold his ejdate in England, and it concerned him very nearly to 
fecure an eftate fmnewhere elfe; artd therefore it was not from any principle of vanity, 
but rather of prudence and good oecouomy that he did this; as appears by his grant¬ 
ing feveral parcels of land to perfbns, who covenanted to pay a certain rent to him and 
his heirs, and to maintain poffeflion by themfelves and their afligus. 

There now remained only to gather in the ttix of provifions granted by every 
fhip which filhed upon the coalt adjoining ; and while fome of the men were doing 
this, others were let to repair and trim the (hips ; and the remainder the general 
fent to inquire into the commodities and Angularities of the country, #hich were to 
be found by lea or land. They found no inhabitants in the foutb parts, which pro¬ 
bably the natives had abandoned, upon their being lb much frequented by Europeans. 
In the north there were lavages of a very harmlefs difpofitiop; among other inquiries, 
the general had, in a particular maimer, recommended a fearch after metals. They 
had in their company a Saxon miner, who at firfl brought a fort of ore to the general, 
which had more the refemblance of iron than of any other metal. Soon after he found 
another fort of ore, which he delivered with a fliew of great fatisfaction to Sir Hum¬ 
phrey, and allured him, upon the peril of his life, that if filver was what he and his 
companions fought, there it was, and they need feek no farther. We learn all thefe 
circuinftances from Captain Edward Ilayes, who fecms, by his writing, to have been, 
a very intelligent perfon; and therefore lie inquired very ftricl 1 y about this filver mine, 
which procured him fuch an anfwer from the general, as Ihewed that he was abfo- 
lutely Satisfied on that head ; and I mult own I fee no reafon to doubt there being 
filver mines in this country, fince we know they are generally found in cold climates, 
and in a hungry barren foil; and, as to the northern fituation, we are certain that there 
are rich filver mines in New Mexico, a country not far to the fouthward of Newfound¬ 
land ; and filver ore has been found in Scotland, feveral degrees farther to the north 
than it is fuppofed to have been found here. 

But though Sir Humphrey was very well fatisfied with the account his Saxon 
gave him, yet he thought himfelf obliged to proceed in his difeoveries fouthward; 
for which, while ho was providing, fome of his men fell fick, fome deferted, fome 
died, and fome fell to plundering and piracy : in lhort, the number of his people 
was fo leffened, that he was conftraincd to leave the Swallow behind him. The 
captain of his admiral going home. Captain Brown of the Swallow took the com¬ 
mand of the admiral, and the contain . f the Squirrel deferting likewife the expe¬ 
dition, Sir Humphrey went on board that little veffel himfelf; as thinking her the 
fitteft for obferving and difeovering the coalt, becaufe flic could run into every creek, 
which a larger fhip could not do. All things being now ready, and plenty of pro¬ 
vifions of all forts being put on board, they failed on the 20th of Auguft from the 
harbour of St. John, with* three Ihips, the Delight, the Golden Hind, and the 
Squirrel, and proper boats and pinnaces for difeovery. Before their departure they 
made an exa ft. observation of St. John’s Harbour, and found it to be in /he latitude of 
lorty-feven degrees forty minutes north. The next night they peached Cape Race, 
which is twenty-five leagues diftant; and from thence.failed about eighty-feven leagues 
towards Cape Breton. 

All this time they had the wind indifferently good, but never could get fight of 
the land, being hindered hy the currents; at laft they unhappily fell into thofe flats 
and fhoals in which moft of them perifhed. On thi: 27th the general ordered his 
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men in the frigate to found, and found thirty-fife fathom white fand, in the latitude 
of forty-four degrees. The wind coming fouth, the next evening they bore in with 
the land, all the night weft ijorth-weft, contrary tel the advice of Mr. Cox, mafter of 
the Golden Hind. On the 29th the wind blew'vehemently at fouth and by eaft, with 
rain, and fo thick a mill, that they could not fee a cable’s length before them. Early 
in thp morning they found themfelves in the midft of Ihoals and fands, among which 
they found fometimes deep, fometimes fhoal water, every three or four fhip’s length. 
After they began to found, a figflal was immediately given to the Delight to caft 
about to the feaward, but it was too late; for fhe ftruck immediately, and her 
ftern and hind-quarters prefently beat to pieces. Upon which the Golden Hind and 
the frigate cSft about eaft fouth-eaft, bearing to the fouth, which carried them to the 
feaward, and with much difficulty got clear of the fhoals. 

In the Delight perifhed Captain Maurice Brown, with near one hundred perfons : 
the captain might probably have laved his life, if he would have left the ffiip when 
file firft ftruck, but he would not be the firft to fet an ill example. In the mean 
time fourteen perfons leaped into a fmall pinnace of a ton and a half burden, no 
bigger than a Thames barge. They looked out fome time for the captain, but not 
feeing him took in Mr. Clark, the mafter of the Delight, and one more: being 
now fifteen in number, they cut the rope and committed themfelves to the mercy 
of the waves, .without any provilions, or a drop of frefh water, and nothing to work 
•with but one tingle oar. The boat feeming to be over-loaded, one Edward Headly, 
thinking it was better for fome to perilh than all, propofed to caft lots, and that four 
of the number, upon whom the lot might fall, ftiould be thrown over-board to 
lighten the boat ? but he was over-ruled by Mr. Clark ; who, though it was pro¬ 
pofed that he Ihould be excepted from the number, perfuaded his comrades rather to 
lubmit to Providence, 'fhe boat was driven before the wind fix days and fix nights, 
during which time thefe poor wretches had no other fuftenance than their own urine, 
and fome weeds which fwam on the furface of the water; and in this extremity of 
cold, wet, hunger, and thirft, only Headly and one more perifhed the fifth day; 
but the other fourteen lived till they were driven the feventh day on fhore, on the 
coaft of Newfoundland; whence they got in a French fhip to France, and fo to 
England, before the year’s end. During their feven days dangerous courfe they had 
the wind always at fouth, which faved their lives; and it is very remarkable, that 
in half an hour after they were on fhore it came about and blew full north. 

* After the lofs of the admiral the men being generally difcouraged, and in want 
of neceffaries, Sir Humphrey Gilbert propofed returning to England, having, in his 
judgment, made difeoveries fufficient to procure affiftance enough for a new voyage 
in the fpring. His people, wffien he made this propofal, were at firft a little backward, 
but, upon hearing his reafons, they fubmitted; and, according to his advice, on the 
laft of Augtift they altered their courfe and returned back for England. On the 2d 
of September they paffed in fight of Cape Race, and had afterwards frequently very 
bad weather, with fuch high feas, that they in the Hind often expected to fee the 
Squirrel fwallowed up; notwithftandmg which. Sir Humphrey would J>y no means 
be perfuaded to leave her. On the 9th, the ftorms and fwelling of the feas increaf- 
ing, he was again preffed to leave the frigate, but his anfwer was, “ we are as near 
to heaven by fea as by land.” About midnight the Squirrel being a-head of the 
Golden Hind, her lights were at once extinguished, which thofe in the Hind feeing, 
cried out, “ our general is loft!” and it was fuppofed fhe funk that inftant, for fhe 
was never more heard of. 
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The Golden Hind arrived in faftty at Falmouth, on the 2 2d of September, more 
fortunate than her companions; not only as fhe returned, but as {he loft but one 
man during the whole courfe of t\is unfortunate undertaking. Such was the end 
of this expedition, very difaftrous to its author; who loft firft his fortune, and then 
his life, by it; to which, if the fallies of fome diftempered men’s untimely wit could 
effett it, we might add his reputation alfo. Yet to this expedition I make no fcruple 
of imputing all our fucceeding colonies in America; and the grounds of this opi¬ 
nion of mine, which I muft confefs is new, I lay ddVn thus: 

.12. We have before (hewn that Sir Humphrey Gilbert was a man of great in- 
tereft and alliances: for, befides his eldeft brother Sir John Gilbert, and his younger 
brother Sir Adrian Gilbert, who were of, the whole blood, he was, by the mother’s 
fide, brother alfo to Sir Walter Raleigh, who had a great concern in this under¬ 
taking; and who is on good grounds allowed to have been one of thofc true, 
brave', and fteady friends, who went to fea with him in his.firft attempt, which there 
is juft reafon to believe was in 1579. This great man, after Sir Humphrey Gilbert’s 
mifcarriage and lofs in his laft voyage, procured his patent to be renewed to him- 
felf, which was dated the 25th of March /5S4, and he refolved immediately to carry 
it into execution; to which purpofe he made choice of two very able fea officers. 
Captain Philip Amadas, and Captain Arthur Burlow; who, in two finall barks fit 
for difeovery, failed from the weft of England upon the 27th of April following, 
fhaping their courfe for the Canaries, which they puffed on the 10th of June, and' 
proceeding from thence to the iflands of America, they crofted the gulph of Mexico, 
aild foon after difeovered the coaft of Florida. Some authors who have written of 
this expedition, and who are plcafed to fpeak in very high terms of Sir Walter 
Raleigh’s {kill in maritime affairs, venture neverthelels to affirm, that the perfons 
he employed were fo ignorant of navigation, that, by the computation of able Tea¬ 
men, they went above two thoufand leagues out of their way ; but as I am very well 
fatisfied they purfued Sir Walter’s inftruflions, fo I cannot help thinking this imputa¬ 
tion of ignorance ought to be wiped away; and this may be very eafily done, by 
ffiewing the true caufe why this great and knowing fea man directed this courfe : he 
had obferved that all the attempts hitherto had failed, by the adventurers purluing 
their difeoveries from the north, which was one reafon why he chofe another rout; 
befides which, he had a better and ftronger motive; for, confidering all the lands on 
the continent of America from the laft fettlemcnts of the Spaniards to fixty degrees 
north, as lying within his grant, he verv prudently chofe to fettle thofe firft, which* 
lay neareft thofe Spaniffi fettlemc its; and this was the clear and certain caufe of his 
direfling his fervants to take this courfe; which was fo far from being a proof of their 
ignorance, that it is a full and fair teftimony of their mafter’s extenfive knowledge. 

It was on the 2d of July they fell in with the coaft of Florida, in ffioal water, 
where they fmelled a moft delightful odour, as if they had been in the midft of a 
garden, abounding with the moft fragrant flowers, by which they fuppofed they were 
near, though they faw no land. On the 41I1 they difeovered the continent, and failed 
itlaucr the co?ft forty leagues, till they came on the 13th to a river, where they an- 
forty-fev and; going on fhore, took pofleffion in right of the Queen, and for the ufe of 
which is ( vtors. This place they afterwards found to be the ifland of Wokoken, on 
towards Caf the country fince called Virginia, in thirty-four degrees latitude; and in 

All this tl deer, rabbits, hares, fowls, vines, cedars, pines, taffafras, cyprefs, and 
the land, beingt’he author oof the hiftory of Virginia fays, they anchored at the inlet 
and fhoals in whicn-efent under’the government of North Carolina. They went to 
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the tops of the hills which were neareft the fhore.' from whence, though they were 
not high, they difcovered the fea on all fides, and found it to be an ifland of twenty 
miles in length, and fix in breadth. It was the thild day before they faw any of the 
natives; but then a little boat with three of them appeared : one of them going afhore, 
they rowed up to him, and he not only waited their coming without any figns of fear, 
but went on board, where they gave him a ihirt and hat, with fome wine and meat, 
which he expreffed a liking to. After he had, with a feeming fatisfa&ion, narrowly 
viewed the barks with all that were in them, he went in his own boat to above a 
quarte»of a mile’s diftance, where he fiflied, and in half an hour loaded his boat with 
fifh, as deep as it could fwim, and came again to the point of land; where, to Ihew his 
gratitude, he divided it into two parts; ami, making figns that he defigned it for the 
two lliips equally, he departed. 

The natives from the continent, after this, repaired to their flips frequently, and ex¬ 
changed feveral forts of fkins, white coral, and fome pearls, for fome tin things, and 
other baubles of inconfiderable value. The very next day after they faw the three 
Indians, feveral boats appeared in view; in one of which was the king of the coun¬ 
try’s brother, attended by forty or fifty men of a tolerable good appearance. They 
made him, and four of his chiefs, prefents of feveral toys, which he accepted of very 
kindly;* but he took all himfelf, and gave them to underhand tha} none there had a 
right to any thing but himfelf; two days afterwards they let him fee their merchan- 
.dize, of which nothing feemed to pleafe him more than a pewter difh, for which 
he gave twenty deer fkins; and, making a h«le in the rim of it, hung it over his 
neck for a breaft-plate, making figns that it would defend him again ft the enemies’ ar¬ 
rows. The next,thing he bought was a copper kettle, for which he gave fifty fkins. 
As long as he thought lit to traffic with them, none, but fuch as like him wore 
plates of gold or copper on their heads, were allowed either to buy or fell; but as foon 
as they had done, every man had his liberty. They offered very good exchange for 
hatchets, axes, and knives, and would have given any thing in truck for fwords; but 
the Englifh would not part with any. The king’s brother came afterwards frequently 
on board, and would eat, drink, and be merry with them ; and once he brought 
his wife and children with him, who afterwards came frequently with their followers 
only. 

They often trufled the king’s brother with goods upon his word, to bring the 
value at a certain time, which he never failed of doing. He had a flrong inclina¬ 
tion to have a fuit of armour and a fword, which he faw in one of the flips; and would 
have left a large box of pearls in pawn for them, but they refufed it; that he might 
not know they fet a value upon them, till they could difeover whence he got them. 
They underflood from the natives, that their country, which they found to be very 
fruitful and productive of all things, in fo very fhort a time as is hardly credible, w r as 
called by the name of Wingandacoa, and their king Wingina. When they went 
on fhore they were entertained with extraordinary civility, and once in particular by 
the king’s brother’s wife, at a little village in Roenocke. They were told of a 
great city where the king refided, fix days’ journey on the continent, which, how¬ 
ever, they did nbt ^fee: they made no long ftay, nor proceeded any farther on dif- 
covery, only juft to the neighbouring parts, in their boats; and, being fatisfied with 
what they had feen, returned to England about the middle of September, pleafed 
with the advantage they had made in this fhort and profperous voyage ; and, with the 
hopes of the future advantages they fhould make, efpeci^lly as they found all things 
here entirely qew and furprifingn, 
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They gave a very advantageous account of matters, by reprefenting the country 
fo delightful and defirable, fo pleafant, and abounding with all the neceuaries of life; 
the climate and air fo temperate, Jgood and wholefome, the woods and foil fo charm¬ 
ing and fruitful, and all other thinj^ lb agreeable, that Paradife itfelf feemed to be .there 
in its native luftre. They gave particular accounts of the variety of good fruits, fome 
whereof they had never feen before; efpecially, that there were grapes in fuch 
abundance as were never any where known; Irately tall large oaks, and other tim¬ 
ber ; red cedar, cyprefs, pines, and other ever-greens and fweet woods, for tallnefs 
and largenefs exceeding all they had ever heard of. Wild fowl, deer, fiih, and other 
game, m fuch plenty and variety that no epicure could defire more than this new 
world feemed naturally to afford. To make it yet more defirable they reported, that 
the native Indians, who were then the only inhabitants, were fo affable, kind and 
good-natured; fo tradable in learning trades and fafhions ; fo innocent and ignorant 
in all manner of tricks and cunning, and fo defirous of the Englilh, that: they ra¬ 
ther feemed ready to take any imprefiion, than any ways like to oppofe the fettling of 
the Englilh near them. 

Upon this fair reprefentation of the effects of their voyage, and of the noble dif- 
covery that had attended it. Queen Elizabeth was pleafed to promife what afliftance 
it fhould be neceffary for the crown to give for promoting and perfecting this fettle, 
ment; and Ihe was likewife pleafed to bellow the name of Virginia upon this new¬ 
found country; but whether, as is commonly believed, in regard to its being dif- 
covered under a virgin Queen, or in ailufion to the uncorrupted Hate of the land and 
its inhabitants, is a quellion I will not pretend to decide; but perhaps the former was 
the fenfe impofed by Sir Walter, the completell courtier, fhall I fay, or rather the 
completell man of his time; and the latter the fenfe in which the Queen would have 
had it underftood : but however that matter be, we mull not confound the Virginia of 
Sir Walter Raleigh with the province now fo called; for, without all quellion, it was 
in thofe days a very different thing, and comprehended the whole country claimed by 
the crown of England, from the louthern limits of the new province of Georgia, to the 
utmofl extent of our difeoveries northwards, agreeable to the two patents granted to Sir 
Humphrey Gilbert, and to his brother Sir Walter Raleigh. 

It was not long before the proprietor refolved to fit out a much more confiderable 
fleet than had hitherto been employed in fuch undertakings, that fomething might be 
done worthy of the nation, on whofe behalf this fettlement was to be made, of the 
powerful Queen who had protected it, and of himfelf, who was the author and patron 
of this fcheme; Sir Walter intended ' o have commanded in this expedition himfelf, 
and to have carried with him a .fufficient number of forces to have completed this 
defign of making a fettlement there; but being at that time jealous that h» abfence 
might be prejudicial to his interell at court, which the earl of Leicelter fought all oc- 
cafions to leffen, he committed the conduCt of this fecond enterprize to his lieutenant, 
Sir Richard Greenville; who, on the 8th of April, fet fail from Plymouth with feven 
fhips fitted out by the company, of which himfelf and feveral gentlemen were mem¬ 
bers; and this company w^s the firft of that kind that was eftablifhed in Europe: 
thefe King Jibes incorporated, by the name of the Governor and Company of the 
Weft Indies; which, for their mal-adminiftration, was diffolvecl by his fon King 
Charles I. ‘ 

On the 26th of June, 1585, Sir Richard Greenville anchored at Wokoken, and 
in Auguft following they began to plant on the ifland of Roenocke, five miles diftant 
from the continent, where Sir Richard landed one hundred and eight men, under 
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Governor Ralph Lane, and Captain Philip Amadas, who was conftituted admiral of 
the new colony, though I do not find he had fo much as a bark left with him. 

Sir Richard did not remain above three weeks llonger in thofe feas; but having 
made fome difcoveries to the fouthward, and having’ traded with the Indians for Ikins, 
furs, pearls, and other commodities, he failed on the 25th of Auguft on his return to 
England, in which he took a very rich prize; fo that this voyage appeared to the 
ey& of the nation no lefs profperous than the former, and the new Virginia com¬ 
pany began to entertain very fanguine hopes of their undertaking. Let us now return 
to the firft planters in Virginia, and give an account of what happened to the firft 
colony the Englifh eftablifhed there, or in any part of America. Sir Richard Green¬ 
ville was no fooner failed, than the people, whom he left behind applied themfelves 
with diligence to what had been recommended to them by Sir Walter Raleigh, which 
was the difcovering the continent, and with this view they travelled eighty miles fouth, 
and one hundred and thirty north from that part of the main oppofite to their ifland ; 
but in thefe expeditions, venturing indifcreetly too high up the rivers, and too far into 
the country, the Indian governors grew jealous of their defigns, and began firft to be 
weary of their company, ami then to cut oft' their ftragglers when they fell into their 
hands; and they alfo formed a confpiracy to deftroy the reft, but were happily pre¬ 
vented. * , 

The journals of the colony’s proceedings were duly entered, and afterwards de¬ 
livered to the company in England, who were not fo careful as they fhould have 
been to fend them fupplies of provifions, and the Englifh, not underftanding the nature 
of the climate, neglected to gather food in feafon as the Indians did, by which means 
they were reduced to great {freights. The natives never after kept faith with them, 
but watched all opportunities to cut them oft'. And as this obliged them to be more 
wary in their enterprizes on the main, fo it hindered them from having any fupply from 
thence; however, they endured all with incredible refolution, and extended their dif¬ 
coveries near a hundred miles along the fea-coafts. They kept the Indians in awe by 
threatening them with the return of their companions and the reinforcement of men ; 
but no fhips coming from England in all that winter, nor in the fpring following, nor 
in futnmer, they defpaired of being able to fupport themfelves any longer, the natives 
beginning to defpife them, when they law them as it were abandoned by their coun¬ 
trymen ; and the Englilh expected every day to be facrificed to their cruelty. In 
this diftrefs their chief employment was to look out to fea, in hopes of finding fome 
means of efcape, or recruit; and, when they were almoft fpent with want and watch¬ 
ing, hunger and cold, in Auguft they difeovered Sir Francis Drake’s fleet, who was re¬ 
turning from an expedition again!! the Spaniards in North America, and had been 
commanded by the Queen to vifit this plantation in his way, and fee wlfat encourage¬ 
ment or affiftance they wanted. 

The fight of Sir Francis’s fleet was moft joyful to thefe poor people: their firft 
petition to him, was to grant them a fupply of men and provifions, with a fmall fhip 
or bark to attend them, that, in cafe they could not maintain themfelves where they 
were, they might embark in it for England. Sir Francis granted their t requeft; and 
they fet all hands to work to fit the fhip he had given them, and furnilh her with 
all manner of ftores for a long, ft ay; but a ftornt arifing, which drove the vefiel from 
tier anchor to fea, and the fhip fuffering fo much in it that fhe was not fit for their ule, 
they were fo difeouraged, that, notwithftanding Sir Francis offered them another fhip, 
they were afraid to ftay, and earneftly intreated him to take them with him, which he 
did: and this put an end to thtf firft fettlement. 
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It was not at all owing to any negligence in Sir Walter Raleigh that this misfortune 
happened; for he continually prefled the company to refled on the neceffity of fup- 
porting the colony jin time, and fo iplicitous he was in this bufinefs, that, finding the 
.fleet which was preparing under the command of Sir Richard Greenville went on but 
flowly, he propofed that the firft: fhip that was completely manned and equipped, fhould 
be fent, without flaying for The reft, which was done; but when fhe arrived at the 
ifland Roenocke, fhe found it deferted. A few days after came Sir Richard Green¬ 
ville with his fquadron of three finall veflels, and found not a man upon the place, 
to ( his great difappointment; however, he refolved to fettle again, and therefore left 
behind him fifty men, with directions to build a houfe, or rather fort, for their own 
fecurity, furnifhing them befides with all neceflaries for two years, and giving them the 
ftrongeft affurances, that they fhould be conftantly and regularly fupplied. 

This fecond colony had no better fortune than the firft, for the Indians, taking 
advantage of the fmallnefs of their number, and the difficulties they had to ftruggle 
with, attacked, and cut them off; fo that when Mr. John White came thither with 
three fhips and confiderable fupplies, on the 22d of June, '1587, he found their fort 
demolifhed, fome huts they had erefted near it deflroyed, and not far from them the 
bones of a dead man. In all thefe revolutions Manteo, the Indian, remained firm to 
the Englifh inter eft, and it was from his information that Mr. White learned what was 
become of this laft colony. 

The misfortunes that had attended thefe two fettlements, would certainly have dif-. 
couraged a man of lefs conftancy and fortitude than Mr. White ; but he had a com- 
miflion to be governor, and Sir Walter had ftrongly recommended to him the keeping 
pofleflion of the place. He therefore erected a new habitation, and, chufing eleven 
of the moft capable perfons that came along with him, conftituted a regular focicty, 
to which he gave the title of the Governor and Court of Affiftants of the City of Ra¬ 
leigh in Virginia, hoping they might be able to retrieve the credit of this undertaking, 
and conduce to the improvement of the commerce and navigation of his country, 
and thereby anfwer the expectations of his honourable patron, whofe name he had 
given to his new plantation. On the 13th of Auguft, Manteo the faithful Indian, was 
chriftened, and created by the governor Lord of Daffumonpeak, an Indian nation fo 
called, as a reward of his fidelity and fervice to the Englifh j and on the 18th of the 
fame month was born the firft child that was the iffue of Chriftian parents in that 
place, being the daughter of Mr. Ananias Dare: fhe was after the name of the country 
chriftened Virginia. Good government rid induftry foon rendered Mr. White and 
his men formidable to the Indians, who courted their friendfhip, and made league* 
with the corporation, which they kept or broke as they thought themfelves too weak 
or too ftrong" for the Englifh, who, as much as they feemed to thrive, underwent fo 
many hardfhips for want of due fupplies from Europe, that nothing but the invincible 
conftancy, which is the diftinguifhing character of their nation, could have fnpported 
them in the midft of fo much mifery. 

Yet fo far were they from repenting of their undertaking, or defiring to. return, 
that they difguted for the liberty of remaining at Roenocke, and obliged Mr. White 
their governor to return for England, and folicit the company to fend them recruits 
of men and provifions. Mr. White undertook to negociate their affairs; and, leav¬ 
ing one hundred and fifty men in the corporation, fet Tail for England,* where he ar¬ 
rived in fafety, and was two years there before he could obtain a grant of the neceflary 
fupplies. At laft he had tlyee fhips fitted out fox him, with provifions and more men 
for the colony. And on the 15th of Auguft he arrived at tape Hattaras; and, landing 
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oif the ifland Roeaocke,jbund by letters cut oa tjrees, in large Roman chambers, that 
the Englifli were removed, but he could not tell wjhete. They faw the letters C,R.O. 
on feveral trees; and, fearchjng farther, on one off he pallifadoes of the fort which they 
had quitted, they found cut in large capital letters’the word Croatan, one of the iflandf 
forming the fouth, about twenty leagues fouthward of Roenocke. On this advice, 
they embarked in queft of their fellows at Croatan; but they were fierce all of them 
aboard, before a dreadful ftorm arofe, which feparated the flaps one from another. 
They loft their anchors and cables, and durft not venture in with the fhore, fo they 
all fluffed for themfelves, and, with various fortunes, arrived in England and Ireland. 

Thi? dreadful blow proved the ruin of the third fettlement, of which I do not find 
that the company took any farther care, or that any new attempt was made for pre¬ 
ferring the poffeflion of this country to the’ crown of England, which had been fo 
highly magnified, and the advantages thereof painted in fuch ftrong colours at the be¬ 
ginning. Some have attributed this to Sir Walter Raleigh’s troubles; but furely they 
were but indifferently acquainted with his hiftory, fince it was during the latter part of 
Queen Elizabeth’s reign that he flood in the higheft credit at court, and was moil 
capable of procuring favour from it. But that I may not leave this fubje£t altogether 
dark and imperfect, I fhall venture to fuggeft what appears to me to be the true reafon 
why there was no more care taken of fo promifing a fcheme as thi^ was of which we 
arc writing. Sir Walter Raleigh, as very clearly appears from his manner of con- 
•dudting it, had the public fervice alone in view, which induced him to throw the con¬ 
cerns of this colony into the hands of a company, in which, no doubt, he thought he 
had provided for them effectually, and therefore turned his own thoughts and moft 
vigorous endeavours to other purpofes, in which he was fo entangled, that he found it 
impoflible to difengage himfelf, when he faw their negligence, and forefaw the confe- 
quences of it, which were fatal to a fettlement that coft him fo much pains, and of 
which he had once fo great hopes. u 

1 3. But neither the bufinefs of planting, nor the profits refulting from military ex¬ 
peditions, could hinder fuch as were addicted to the ftudy of maritime affairs from 
wifhing to fee the new paffage to the Indies fairly opened. And notwithftanding many 
attempts had been made to very little purpofe, yet no confiderable mariner, no man of 
reputation for cofmographical learning, could propofe any reafonable fcheme for this 
purpofe ; but there were merchants enough ready to lend their affiftance, and to lay 
down whatever money was requifitc for carrying it into execution. This freedom 
and readinefs of venturing their private fortunes for the public fervice, was certainly 
fery honourable and commendable, but they did ftill more, for they did not only 
profecute fuch attempts like merchants, but adhered to them with a philofophic firm- 
nefs; fo that when a man returned without fuccefs, and plainly lhewed that he had 
done his duty, and thht there were ftill hopes, they encouraged, they rewarded, they 
fitted him out again and again: but this was an age of public fpirit; the people went 
eagerly into whatever great minifters propofed; moft of thofe minifters had only the 
fervice of their miftras at heart} and the Queen herfelf was truly the mother of her 
people. , 

In fuch a reign i{ was natural that wonders fliould be done, and it happens very 
luckily for thole who celebrate thefe wonders, that they are able to maintain all that 
they affert, by Inconteftable evidence; an inftance of which we foal! give in a fuccinft 
account of the voyage? of Captain John Davis, for the difeovery of the north-weft paf¬ 
fage ; which, however, fhould not have been brought in hare, but have been referred 
to another chapter, if we had not found than necefiary to Ihew the limits of our d& 
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coveries in the northern parts of ^merica; and having thqs opened the true defign 
of his attempts, me {hail proceed to the narrative of them, in fuch a manner, as to 
render the niatureand fuccefs of his enterprises as clear as it is poffibie. In order to 
this, it is requiiite to obferve, that before his firft voyage was undertaken, there was 
a defign" of attempting to difcover a north-weft paffage, formed by fome traders of 
the weft of England} who, when they underftood th$t the like projed had bfcen fet 
on foot it London, propofed joining their forces, which was. accepted, and Mr. Wil¬ 
liam Sanderfon, merchant of London, who was both a principal man in the under¬ 
taking, and a large contributor towards the expence, recommended Captain John. 
Davis, as a proper perfon to have the direction of this enterprise j and he was accord- 
' iiujly appointed commander of the Sunlhine of London, a bark of fifty tons, on board 
or which Were three and twenty perfons, and, in conjunction with the Moonfliine, of 
Dartmouth, a veffel of thirty-five tons, with nineteen perfons on board, they failed from 
the laft mentioned port on their voyage for difcovery, June 7, 1585. 

On the 14th of the fame month they were forced into one of the Sylley, or, as it 
is how written, the Scilly iflands, where being detained for a fortnight. Captain Davis 
{hewed his aftive and indefatigable genius, by making an accurate chart of them, which 
was a thing, at that time, very much wanted. On the 28th they failed from thence, 
and continued thejr courfe to the north-weft, till on the 19th of July they came into a 
whirling tide, which fet northwards, and failing about half a league into a very calm 
fea, which bent fouth-fouth-weft, they heard a mighty roaring, as if it had been the. 
breach of fome Ihore, which could not but be very terrible, fmce the weather was fo 
foggy that they could not fee from one fhip to another, though at a very fmall diftance. 
Upon this the Moonfliine was ordered to hoift her boat out to found, but they could 
find no ground in three hundred fathoms and better; then the captain, the raafter, 
and Mr. Jane, who wrote this account, went towards the breach to fee what it was, and 
it proved fo be feveral iflands of ice which were broke loofe, and floating in the fea; 
they got out upon thefe, and walked upon them, and when they went back into their 
boat, they carried feveral large pieces of ice, which melted into very good freflt 
water. 

On the 20th the fog breaking up they difcovered the land, which looked like a 
fugar-loaf, and made fo uncomfortable, or rather fo horrid an appearance, that Captain 
Davis called it the Land of Defolation. On the 21ft they were forced to bend their 
courfe fouth again, to clear themfelves of the ice, which they did, and then ran along 
the foore. On the 2 2d the captain endeavpured to go afhore, but was hindered by the 
ice; the water on the coaft was ve y bLas, and though the feamen made ufe of their 
lines, they could catch no fifli. ’On the 24th the captain caufed the men’s allowance 
to be increafed, to encourage them; but it is very remarkable, that he allures us the 
weather was far from being cold, but like ours in Aprils very fljarp, when the wind 
blew from the Ihore; and on the contrary, very hot, when it blew from the fea. 

On the 25th they bore away north-weft, anti continued their courfe for four days. 
On the 29th they difcovered land in the latitude of fixty-four degrees fifteen minutes 
north, the fta quite free from ice, and the weather very temperate. .Upon viewing 
the coaft they found many pleafant bays and commodious ports, .but judged it not a 
continued land, but rather an archipelago, and therefore they rdblved to go aftiore on 
one of thefe fmall iflands, in order to feareh for wood and Water, and’to gain a better 
iaoa/ledge of the country; they were no fooner on ihore, than they found evident 
marks of the country’s being inhabited, by there lying upon the ground a fmall fhoe, 
feveral pieces of leather fewed with finews, a piece of fir and wool like beaver. They 
1 10 went 
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went next upon another Hand, Where, getting ppof a high rock, they were feen by 
the people or the ccmntfy, who fet tip thereupon $ moft Hideous 'howling; when they 
perceived this, the Engfflh ! l^keWfife ^d<anoife,jo give notice ofwhat had happened 
to their own people; upon which Captain Bruton, of the Moonfrane, prefently came 
to their afliftance, with a good ntiHber of his feaifteQ ; and jjrefetftly after their arrival 
there,appeared ten boats full fcflP^the patives coming from si" neighm>uribg ifiand, and 
two of tnefe canoes advanced fo near the fhore, that they could eafily talk with thofe 
that were in them; their language was much in the throat, and their pronunciation 
harfh and unpleafaht; one of tffem however, feetned inclined to come on fhore, 
but firft pointed to the fun, and then ftruck his breaft fo hard, that dhey could 
hear the blow; upon which, Mr. John Ellis, mafter of the Moonfhine, Was appointed 
to treat with him; and he going to the fea-fide, pointing to the fun, and linking his 
breaft, as the favage had done, he at length ventured on fliOre, and they threw him 
caps, ftockings, gloves, and what elfe they thought might pleafe him; but the night 
drawing on, they took their leaves on both fides. 

The next morning there came thirty-feven canoes rowing by their (hips, calling them 
to come alhore. The Englilh however did not make great hafte; upon which one of 
he favages leaped on Ihore, and went to the top of a rock, where he danced and 
beat a drtim, to Ihew his joy. The Englilh then manned their boats,end came to them 
to the water-fide, where they waited in their canoes; and after the formal ceremony of 
Swearing by the fun, the favages made no fcruple of trailing them; but on the 
contrary, mewed all poffible figns of kindnefs, and even of pomenefs; for when the 
author of this voyage offered to lhake hands with one of them, he firft took his hand 
and kiffed it. They readily parted with any thing they were afked for, and were con¬ 
tent with whatever was given them, Ihewing no figns of greedinefs, much lefs of trea¬ 
chery or infidelity. They bought of them five of their canoes, and feveral of their 
ftockings and gowns, which were made, fome of feal and other of bird ikins,‘all of 
them well dreffed and neatly made; fo that it plainly appeared they had variouctrades 
amongft them. They had plenty of furs; and when they faw that the Englilh ad¬ 
mired them, they gave them to underftand, by figns, that they would go up into their 
country and comp down and bring them more, but the wind proving fair in the night, 
Capt. Davis,defpifing profit, on the ill of Auguft failed ftill farther to the north-weft; 
and on the 6th of the fame # month they entered into a very fair road, free from ice, 
in the latitude of fixty-fix degrees forty minute, where they landed under a high 
mountain, the cliffs or which (hone like gold. 

"• Captain Davis, having taken a view of every thing, began to think of bellowing * 
names on the places he had difcovered. He' gave to the hill the name of Mount 
Raleigh; the retd where the fhip lay he called Totnefe Road j the found at the foot 
of the mountain, Exeter Sound; the north-foreland, Dier’s Cape; and the fouth-fore- 
land, Walfhiftgham. Here they difcovered four wHte bears of a prodigious bignefs, 
two of. which they killed and brought on board; the fore-paw of one of which 
meafured fourteen inches. They faw a raven upon Mount Raleigh, aft||K foe bot¬ 
tom of the HU they found fome fhrabs and flowers like prrmrofes; tfiRpaft how- 


fulnefs of the inland 
indeed probably was 


ana 



DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS 


l8€ 

ing their ftomachs* had upon Tjjewipg their dong, that they were not ravenous, but 
fed upon grafe, / ' 1 

- They weighed on the 8th from ^Mount Raleigh, failing ftill along the coaft, which 
lay fouth-fouth-weft, and eaft-rtorth-eaft. On the i ith they came to the moil foutherly 
point of this land, which they called the Cape of God’s Mercy, and here they 
Were furprifed with a very thick fog; upon the breaking up of which, they found 
that they were fhut into a very ftreight or paffage, in fome places fixty miles broad, 
ill others ninety; the weather very fine and temperate, and the water of the fame 
colour with that of the ocean, which filled them with hopes. They failed through 
this ftreight for fixty leagues, and then difeovered feveral fair iflands in the midft 
of it, with art open paffage on both fidjes, through which they failed; one bark 
taking the north, the other the fouth fide; but the wind changing, and the wea¬ 
ther growing foggy and foul, they were forced to lie by for five days, in thofe 
which have been ever fince called Davis’s Streights. On the 14th they went 
afhore, and faw evident marks of the country’s being inhabited; for they found 
part of a ftone wall and a human fkull. On the 15th they heard a great howl¬ 
ing on fhore, which they fuppofed to be wolves, and therefore went afnore to kill 
them; when they came to land they found the creatures they had taken for wolves 
were dogs, and they came inftantly running to the boat to meet them, wagging 
their tails, and fhewing other figns of joy, as is ufual for thofe animals to do at 
the fight of men. There were twenty of them in all, and as they were of the 
fize of maftiffs, with fhort ears, and long bufhy tails, the feamen being afraid of 
them, fifed and killed two, one of which had a leather collar on. They found 
likewife there two fledges, one made of feveral kinds of boards 1 that were fawed, 
and the other of whale-bone. They likewife law larks, ravens, and partridges. On 
the 17th they went afhore again, and in an oven built with ftones, they found a 
fmall canoe made of wood, an image, a bird made of bone, beads for "necklaces, 
and other trifles. The coaft made no very promifing appearance, as having neither 
wood nor grafs; but the rocks were of a fine bright ftone, like marble beau¬ 
tified with veins of different colours. Upon the Ihore they found a feal or fea- 
calf juft Head and thrown under a heap of ftones. 

Captain Davis and his mafter were extremely well pleafed with the appearance 
of this ftreight, though they began to doubt whether the feafon would permit 
them to continue long in it; which neverthelefs they took for the very channel into 
the South Seas, in fearch of which they came, and refolved to report fo much upon 
their return to England. The rei'fons Auich confirmed the probability of there being 
a paffage in this ftreight, and upon which they grounded their hopes 'of future fuc- 
cefs, were, firft. That this place was all iflands, with great founds between them. 
Second, That the water remained all of the fame colour with the main ocean, with¬ 
out altering 5 Whereas they never came into any bay before nor after, but the colour of 
the water was altered very blackilh. Third, Becaufe they faw to the weft of tHofe 
iflands thrm or four whales in a fkull, which they imagined came from the Weftem 
Sea, becauPto the eaftward they had feen no whales. Fourth, Becaufe a&tljcy were 
•rowing into a very great found lying fouth-weft, from Whefrce thofe ^™fes came, 
there came fuddenly a violent counter-check of a tide from the fou(rapid, againft 
the ffood which they came in with, not knowing frOfla’jWh^ice it its fourCe. 

"■SSj|^fl^aRjie in failing twenty leagues within the tnouth of thktfpi&hcc, -'they 'had 
founding in ninety fathoms on a grey and oufy fand; Mid the farther th«Y ran into 
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the weft ward, the deeper was die Water: fo that imopg the iflands they had near the 
fhore no ground in three hundred and thirty fathom. Sixth, Becaufe it ebbed 
and flowed fix or feven* foghorn, the flood coming from divers parts, fo that they 
could not with any certainty difcem the chief fource of it 

On the 19th it was refolved by the officers to continue the profecutkm of their dif- 
coverjes; but the wind changing on the 20th, they were obliged to remain at anchor ; 
and the weather growing very foul, they, on the 24th, hoifted fail for England. On 
the 10th of September they fell in with the Land of Defolation; on the 27th they 
had fight of the Englifh coaft, and in a ftorm loft the Moonfhine that night. On 
the 30th captain Davis came fafely into Dartmouth, where he found the Moonfhine, 
which arrived about two hours before. Upon his return to London, captain Davis 
gave a very clear account to his owners, of his expedition, and of what he had done; 
obferving, that at the time he put to fea he had only general inftruftions to fearch 
for a paffage to the nortlvweft, without any intimation where that paffage was moil 
likely to be found; that he had accordingly entered a {freight which he thought 
might poflibly be that paffage ; but the weather rhanging, and the feafon of the 
year being too far advanced, he judged it requifite to return home. 

His owners were fo well fatisfied, that they procured him an audience of feere- 
tary Witlfmgham ; who approved very much of the enterprize, apd of the manner 
in which he had condu&ed it; but at the fame time recommended it to him to 
•complete this difcovery, to which he was alfo preffed by thofe who were concerned 
in bis former undertaking, and by fome merchants of Exeter, who defired to join 
in the expences neceflary for a fecond expedition; to which he willingly confented, 
and accordingly Undertook it; and as he has written himfelf an account of this voyage, 
which was a very remarkable one, I fhall give it the reader as near as may be in his 
own words. 

“ On the 7th of May, 1586 ,1 fet out from Dartmouth with four fail, viz. the Mer¬ 
maid of one hundred and twenty tons, the Sunfhine of fixty tons, the Moonfhine of 
thirty-five tons, and a pinnace of thirteen tons, called the North Star. We coafted 
the fouth fide of Ireland, and on the thirteenth fleered away north-weft, till we came 
to the latitude of fixty degrees. At which time 1 divided my fleet, and ordered the 
Sunfhine and the North Star, to feek a paffage northward between Greenland and 
Iceland, to the latitude of eighty degrees, if land did not hinder them. I departed 
from them the 7th of June, and on the 15th difcovereJ land in fixty degrees lati¬ 
tude, and in longitude from the meridian of London weftward forty-feven de¬ 
grees. The ice lay, in fome ten, in fome twenty, in fome fifty leagues off the fhore; 
fo that we were conftrained to bear into fifty-feven degrees to double the lame, and to 
get a free fea, which through God's favourable mercy we at length obtained. 

“ On the 29th, after many {forms, we again difeovered land, in longitude from 
the meridian of London fifty-eight degrees thirty minutes, and in latitude fixty- 
four degrees, being eaft from us, into which lince it pleafed God by contrary winds 
to force us, I thought fit to bear in with it, and to fet up our pinnae^ which we 
had provided in, the Mermaid to be our fcout for this difcovery, anCfo much the 
rather, becaufe tho year before I had been in the fame place, and found it very 
convenient for fuch a purpofe, bring inhabited by a people of tra&able converfation, 
and the fea vqid of ice. The fhips bring within the founds, we feat our boats to fearch 
for fhoal-water, where we might anchor, which in this place is very hard to find. The 
people of the country efpying them, came in their canoes towards them with fhouta 
and cries; but when they faw in the boats fome of our company that were there 
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the laft: year, they rowed to the hoat, and taking hold of the oar, hung about the 
boat, expreffing a great deal of jpy; and making figns that they knew all thofe 
that had been there the year before. I went afhore lyith others of the company, 
and took with me twenty knives. We had no fooner landed but they leaped out of 
their canoes and came running to us, and embraced us with many figns of hearty 
welcome; there were eighteen of them, and I gave to each of them a knife, and they 
offered me dins for a reward j but I made figns that they were not fold, but freely 
given to them; and fo difmiffed them for that time, with figns that they {hould 
return after certain hours. 

“ The next day, with all poffible fpeed, the pinnace was landed upon an iiland, 
there to be finifhed ; and while it was feting up the people came continually to us, 
fometimes a hundred canoes at a time, bringing feal-fkins, ftag-ikins, white hares, 
feals, falmon-peal, fmall cod, dry caplin, with other filh, and fome birds. I fent 
one of the boats to fearch one part of the land, while I went to another part, 
with ftrift command that there {hould be no injury offered to any of the people, nor 
any gun {hot. They formed tents made of feal-fkins, wherein was {lore of dried 
caplin, being a fmall fifii no bigger than a pilchard, fome bags of train-oil, many 
little images cut in wood, and feal-lkins in tan-tubs, whereof they diminifhed nothing. 
When they had palled ten miles within the fnowy mountains, they came to*a plain 
champaign country with earth and grafs, like to our moory and wafte grounds in 
England; they went ten leagues up into a river, which in the narroweft place ' 
was two leagues over, finding it ftill to continue they knew not how far. But I with 
my company took another river, which, although at firft it afforded a large inlet, yet 
it proved but a deep bay, the end whereof I attained in four hours ; 'and there leaving 
the boat well manned, went with the reft of the company three or four miles 
into the country, but found nothing, nor faw any thing but gripes, ravens, and 
finall birds, as larks and linnets. The 3d of July I manned my boat, and went with 
fifty canoes attending upon me into another found, where the people, by figns, willed 
me to go, hoping to find their habitation. At laft they made figns that I {hould go 
into a warm place to fleep; at which place I went on fhore, and defired they would 
leap with otir men, which they agreed to, but ours did over-leap them; from leap¬ 
ing they went to wreftling ; we found them ftrong and nimble, and to have {kill in 
wreftling, for they call fome of our men that were good wrpftlers. 

“ On the 4th the mafter of the Mermaid went to certain iflands to ftore himfelf 
with wood, where he found a grave with divers buried in it, covered with feal-fkins 
only, and a crofs laid over them, fhe people are of good ftature, well proportioned, 
witn fmall {lender hands and feet,* broad vifages, fmall eyes, wide mouths, the moft 
part unbearded, great lips and clofe toothed; they are much given to bleed, and 
therefore flop their nofes with deer’s hair, or that of an elan. One of them kindled a 
fire after this manner; he took a piece of a board wherein was a hole half through; 
then he put into the hole the end of a round ftick like a bed ftaff. Wetting 
the end thereof with train-oil, and, (as your turners do,) with a piece of lea¬ 
ther by the violent motion he fpeedily produced fire; this done, he made 
a fire with turfs, into which, with many words and ftrange geftures, he put 
divers things which we fuppofed to be a facrifice;. they defired me to go into 
the'fmoak, and I willed them likewife to ftand in the fmoak, which they would by no 
meatis do > I then thruft one of them into the fmoak, and commanded one of my men 
to tfekd out the fire and fpum it into the fea, to {hew them that we did contemn their 
forcery; They are very fimple in their converfation, but'marveloufly thievifh, cfpecially 
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of iron, which they have in great efteem. They cut away the Moonfhine’s boat from 
her ftem; they cut our cables and our cloth whde it lay to air, though we did care¬ 
fully look to it; they,, ftole j our oars, a caliver, a boat, a fpear, a fword, with divers 
other things, which io grieved the company, tharthey defired me to diffolve this new 
friendfhip; whereupon I ordered a caliver to be Ihot among them, and immediately 
upon the feme a falcon; which ftrange noife did fo amaze them, that they departed 
with’all fpeed; but within ten hours they returned and intreated a peace, which being 
granted, they brought us feal-lkins and felmon-peal, but when they few iron they could 
not forbear healing ; which when I perceived, I commanded that m no cafe they fhould 
be any more hardly ufed, but that our own people fhould be more vigilant to keep 
their things. 

“ They eat all their meat raw; they live moft upon fifh, drink felt water, and eat 
grafs and ice with delight; they make fifhing-nets with whale-fins; it is probable 
they have wars with thofe on the main land, many of them being fore wounded, which 
wounds they received upon the main land, as by figns they gave us to underftand. 
The 17th of July I went ‘afliore in our new pinnace, and with the moft part of my 
company went to the top of an high mountain, hoping from thence to fee into the 
country,; but the mountains were To many and fo lofty that we could not fee far j we 
returned to our pinnace and few a ftrange fight, which was a mighty whirlwind, con¬ 
tinuing three hours with little intermiffion, which taking up the water in great quan¬ 
tities, furioufly mounted it into the air. The next morning, the ftorm being over, we 
failed into a mighty great river, dire&ly into the body of the land, and found it to be 
no firm land, but huge, vaft, and defert iflands, with mighty founds and inlets paffing 
between fea and fea. On the 9th we returned to our fhips, where our mariners com¬ 
plained heavily againft the people, that they had ftolen an anchor from us, had cut 
one of our cables very dangeroufly, and fpared not to fling ftones at us of half a pound 
weight: the next day I went afhore and ufed them with much courtefy, and when I 
returned they followed me in their canoes; I gave fome of them bracelets, and feven 
or eight of them came on board, whom I ufed kindly, and let them depart; as foon 
as fun was fet they began to pra&ife their dcvilifh nature, and with flings threw ftones 
very fiercely into the Sunfhine, and knocked down the boatfwain; whereupon we 
purfued them ’with our boats, and (hot at them ; but they rowed fo fwiftly, that 
we could not reach them. 

“ On the uth five of them came to make a‘new truce; the mafter acquainted 
me with their coming, and defired they might be kept prifoners until we had our 
anchor again; but when he few the chief ring-leader and mafter of mifehief was one 
of the five, he was then very urgent to have him ftized, and fo it was determined to 
take him ; he came crying Iliaout, and, ftriking* his breaft, offered a pair of gloves to 
fell; the mafter offered him a knife for them: fo two of them came to us, one we 
difmiffed, but the other was foon made captive among us; then we pointed to him 
and his fellows for our anchor, which being had, we made figns to him he fhould be 
fet at liberty; about an hour after the wind came fair, and we fet fail and brought 
him away with us. One of his companions, following our fhip in his canoe, talked 
with him, and‘fepraed to lament his condition; weftillufing him well, and faying 
to him Iliaout , i.e. we mean no harm; at laft he aboard fpake four or five words to the 
other, and clapped both his hands on his face, the other did the like,' and fo parted; 
we judged the covering his face, and bowing down his body fignified his death 5 
after fome time he became a pleafent companion among u$; I gave him a new fuit of 
hieze of the Englifh fefhion, of which he was very fond ; he trimmed up his darts and 
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all his fifhing tools, and would make oakum, and fet his hand to the rope’s-end ; 
he fed upon caplin and dry Newlaifd fifh. The 1 7th, being in latitude of fixty-three 
degrees eight minutes, we fell in with a mighty mafs of ice, very high, like land, 
with bays and capes; and, fuppofmgdt to be land, we fent our pinnace to difcover it; 
but on ner return, we were aflured that it was only ice, which caufed great admi¬ 
ration to us all, and the rather, becaufe in this place we had very tickle and ftrong 
currents. We coafted this mafs of ice till the 30th, finding it a great bar to 
our purpofe. The air was now fo foggy, and the fea fo peftered with ice, that 
all t hopes of proceeding was banifhed; for on the 24th of July our fhrouds, 
ropes, and fails, were fo frozen and compaffed with ice, only by a grofs fog, 
as feemed to us very ft range, who the laft year found this fea free and navigable 
without impediments. 

“ Our jnen, through this extremity began to grow fick and feeble, and with- 
all hopelefeof good fuccefs; whereupon, very orderly and, difcreetly, they intreated 
me to regard our prefent ftate, and withal advifed me, that in confcience I ought 
to preferve my own life and theirs; and that I fhould riot, through my own bold- 
nefs, leave their widows and fatherlefs children to give me bitter curfes. This 
did move me to commiferate their condition, yet confidering the importance of 
this difcovery, if jit could be accomplifhed, the great hopes of a paffage <by what 
we had feen the laft voyage, and that there was yet a third way to be at¬ 
tempted, I thought it would turn to my difcredit if the a&ion lhould fail through, 
my negleft, therefore refolved to profecute it; and confidering the Mermaid, by 
reafon of her burden, was not fo nimble and convenient for this purpofe as a fmaller 
bark, and was one hundred pound a month charge to the adventurers ; I determined 
to re-vi&ual the MoonKhine, and proceed as God lhould dired me: whereupon I 
altered my courfe to recover the next fhore, where this might be performed ; and 
the 1 ft of Auguft difcovered land without fnow or ice, in latitude fixty-fix de¬ 
grees thirty-three minutes, and in longitude, from the meridian of London feventy 
degrees. 

“ On the 2d we anchored in a very good road, where, with all fpeed, we 
graved and re-vidualled the Moonlhine; we found it here very hot, and we were very 
much troubled with mulkitos, which did fting grievoufly. The people of the coun¬ 
try caught a feal, and, with bladders fait tied to him, fent him to us with the 
flood, fo as he came right with our lhip, which we took* as a friendly prefent from 
them. On the 5th I went on top of a bill, and efpying three canoes under a rock, 
went to them, and found in then. Ikins, darts, &c. whereof we diminilhed nothing; 
but left upon every boat a filk'point,' a bullet of lead, and a pin. The next day 
the people came to us without fear, and bartered with us for Ikins; our favage 
kept clofe, and made Ihew that he would fain have another companion. Being 
thus provided, I departed on the 12th, leaving the Mermaid at anchor; her crew 
finding many occafions of difcontent, and being unwilling to proceed, here forfook 
me. 

* “ The 14th, failing weft fifty leagues, we difcovered land, in latitude fixty-fix 

degrees 19 minutes; and the next day we flood to the fouth; $nd on the 18th dif- 
covered a very fair promontory north-weft from us, in fixty-five degrees, having no 
land on the fouth, which gave us great hopes of a paflage. The 20th I went to the 
top ©f a high hill, whence I perceived that this land was ail iflands; We coafted this 
iflaitd towards the fouth, from fixty-feven to fifty-feven degrees. The 28th, having 
great diftriift of the weather, we arrived in a fair harbbur, and failed ten leagues into 
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the fame, being two leagues broad, with fair W0s,ds on both Tides: here we continued 
to the ift of September, in which time we had two very great ftorms; I went fix 
miles into the country, and found the woods Were fir, pine-apple, elder, yew, wi¬ 
thy, and birch. Here we faw a black bear, and ftore of birds, as pheafants, partridges, 
wild geefe, bucks, blackbirds, jays, thrufhes, and other fmall birds. The ill we 
fet fail, and coafted the Ihore with fair weather. The 4th we anchored in a good 
road, among many iflands. Tight leagues to the north of this place we had flrong 
hopes of a paffage, by reafon of a mighty fea palling between the two lands, welt; 
we greatly defired to go into this fea, but the wind was direftly againft us. 

“ The 6th we fent five young men alhore to an ifiand, to fetch fome fifli which 
we had left there covered all night. The-lavages who lurked in the woods fuddenly 
alfaulted our men, which we perceiving let flip our cable, and under our fore-fail, 
bore in to the Ihore, and difeharged a double mulket upon them twice j at the noife 
of which they fled, having killed two of our men with their arrows, and grievoufiy 
wounded two more; the. other efcaped by fwinuning, with an arrow fhot through 
his arm. 

“ This evening it pleafed God farther to increafe our forrows with a furious 
ftorm ^t north-north-caft, which kilted to the 10th: we unrigged our fhip and in¬ 
tended to cut down our malls; the cable of our flieet-anchor Eroke, fo that we 
expedited to be driven on fliore, and become a prey to the cannibals ; yet, in this 
deep dillrefs, God gave us fuccour, and fent us a fair fea, fo that we recovered 
our anchor again, and new-moored our fhip ; where wc faw that God had manifeltly 
delivered us, for two Itrands of our cable were broken. The 11 th the wind com¬ 
ing fair at welt-north-weft, we departed with trull in God’s mercy, fliaping our courfe 
for England, and arrived in the Weft-country the beginning of October, where the 
Sunlhine arrived a few days before us ; Hie had been at Iceland, and from thence to 
Greenland, and fo to Eftotiland, and thence to Defolation, where Ihe trafficked with 
the people. Haying in the country twenty days. They loft fight of the pinnace 
called the North Star, on the third of September, in a very great ftorm, and lay a-hull 
to tarry for her all the next day; but faw her no more: the faid pinnace never 
returned home.” 

We find annexed to this account of Capt. Davis’s fecond voyage, a letter of his to 
Mr. William Sanderfcm, who feems to have been his patron, in which he excufes his 
want of fucccfs in this voyage, declares his confident hope, that fuch a paflage might 
yet be found, the improvement of his knowledge by this hill voyage, and his refolution 
to profecute this difeovery to the utmoft, though it* Ihould coll him the little paternal 
fortune he had in the Weft ; and concludes with an afl'urance, that he would com¬ 
municate to him a fair and clear chart of his voyage, w hich would give him a perfect 
comprehenfion of the arguments he had to oiler in lupport of his notion, that this 
paflage fo often attempted in vain might ftill be found. This letter is dated from 
ExCter, the 14th of October 1586; and it had all the good effe&s that Capt. 
Davis could expeft from it, fince his friend ftill continued to have as good an 
opinion of him as ever, and fo it appears the reft of his owners had j but it went 
no farther than the ’approbation of his conduct in his lall voyage, for when he came to 
propofea third, expedition, the Weft-country merchants, and moft of thofe in London, 
grew weary of the expence, and would be concerned no longer. He propofed how¬ 
ever, to the reft of the adventurers, a new fcheme, which look eft'ett, and it was this: 
that they Ihould fit ojit three vaffels, one of which only Ihould be employed on the 
difeovery, and the other two in fifhing; by which he propofed to defray all, or at leaft: 

vol. xii. c c, the 



DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS 


194 

the beft part of the expence. It is .very remarkable that Mr. Bruton, who ferved 
with Capt. Davis in his firft voyage, accompanied him alfo in this, and fo did Mr. 
John Jane, who has been his merchant or fupercargo, and many of his old feamen ; 
which (hews the confidence they had* in his fkill, and how fenfible they were of 
his care and good uiage. 

‘ The vellels provided for this laft voyage were the Elizabeth of Dartmouth,, the 
Sunfhine of London, and the Ellen, which was but very fmall. As for the hiftory 
of the voyage, which is but fhort, we (hall give it as we did the former, in the 
words of the author. “ We departed from Dartmouth the 1 oth of May, and dil- 
covered land on the 14th of June. On the 16th we anchored among many low 
iflands which lay before the high land; 'the people came to us crying, Ilia out, and 
(hewing us feal-lkins. On the 20th 1 left the two (hips to follow their filhing, taking 
their faithful promife not to depart till I returned unto them, which (hould be in 
the end of Auguft; but they finilhing their voyage in fix-teen days, prefcntly re¬ 
turned for England, without regarding their promife, whil(t 1 , not diltrufting any 
fuch hard meafure, proceeded on the difcovery. On the ?-jth, in latitude fixty- 
feven degrees, forty minutes, the weather was very hot, thirty lavages came to us 
in their canoes, twenty leagues from the land, intreating us to go alhore. I coafled 
the (hore of Greenland, from the 21ft to the 30th, having the lea all open towards 
the weft, and the land on the (larboard fide, ealt from me, the weather extremely 
hot and very calm. The fun was five degrees above the horizon at midnight, latitude 
feventy-two degrees twelve minutes; the compafs in this place varied twenty-eight 
degrees towards the weft. The 3d of July we fell in again with ice ; and on the 
6th put our bark through it, feeing the fea free on the weft fide • and when we 
had failed five leagues weft we fell in with another mighty bank of ice which we 
could not pafs ; therefore returning again, we got clear on the 8th at midnight, and 
recovered the open fea through God’s favour, by giving us fair winds and calm 
weather. On the 15th, in latitude fixty-fevcn degrees forty-five minutes, a great 
current fet us to the weft fix points from our courfe. 

“ On the 19th we had light of Mount Raleigh. On the 30th we crofted over a 
great inlet or paffage, being twenty leagues broad, and lituate between lixty-two 
and fixty-three degrees, in which place we had eight or nine great races, currents, 
or over-fells, like the water under Lomlon-bridge. and bending their courfe into the 
inlet. The 31ft, in latitude fixty-two degrees:, coining clofe by a foreland, we fell in¬ 
to a mighty race, where an i/land of ice '"as carried by the force of the current as 
fed as our bark could fail with ah fails bearing. This cape, as it was the ibuthern 
limits of the gulph we palled over yefterday, lb was it the north promontory, or 
beginning of another great inlet which we palled over this night, where we few the 
fea felling down towards the inlet with a mighty over-fall, and circular motion, like 
whirl-pools, in the fame manner as forcible {{reams force through the arches of 
bridges. On fhe 10th of Auguft, as we were feeking our (flips that went to filh, 
being among many iflands, we (truck on a rock, and had a great leak: the next 
day we (topped our leak, in a (form; and on the 15th, being in latitfide fixty-two 
degrees twelve minutes, and not finding our (hips, nor (according to their promife) ■ 
any mark or beacon which I willed them to fet up,’and they proinifed to do, upon 
every headland or cape within twenty leagues every way from their filhing-place, and 
we having but little wood # in our (hip, and but half a hogfhead of frefh water, ] 
fhaped my courfe for England, and arrived at Dartmputh the 15th of September.” 

Upon his return from this, as after his fecond voyage, he wrote a letter to Mr. 

11 Sauderfon, 
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Sanderfon, dated from Sandridge, September 15875 wherein he tells him, that 
he had returned i'afe with all his company: that he had failed fixty leagues farther 
than he intended at his depyture : that he had ,reached the latitude of feventy-three 
degrees north, finding the fea all open and the ftreight forty leagues broad; -con¬ 
cluding from thence that the paffage was mod certain, and the execution molt 
eafy»; but, as we lhall fee hereafter, he was in this miftaken, which however, does not ‘ 
at all leffen his merit or the great difcoveries he made, by which he entitled his 
country to all this coaft of North America, the value of which may hereafter prove 
as great as any difcovery made in this reign. Neither ought we to efteem it any* di¬ 
minution of his merit, that he was lb confident of finding a paffage this way to the 
very lalt; becaufe as far as he, or any man, could judge, there was indeed great 
probability of the thing, and nothing but fuch a fpirit as his will ever be able to 
effect this difcovery whenever it fhall be made. 

But he was not only.an able officer and a molt fkilful feaman, but had like- 
wife a head perfectly well, turned for making all poffible advantages of the fervice 
in which he was employed ; as appears from the minutes of a memorial of his which 
1 have feen, addrefled to Secretary Walfingham ; wherein he tells him, that he found 
many ignorant and malicious people had a very mean opinion of what he had done, 
becaufe his voyages had not anfwered the expence 5 but he perl'uaded himfelf that fo 
wife and honourable a ftatefman, would think in a manner different from the vulgar, 
and efteem his fervices capable of producing great advantages to the nation, even 
fuppofing that no fuch paffage as he expected fhould be found 5 in fupport of which 
he laid down the five following points. 

I. That it wobId redound very much to the honour of the Queen and her fubje&s, 
if the people in thel'e northern regions were converted to the Chriftian faith; in 
which pious work many of thole bufy and fiery fpirits might be profitably employed, 
that, by their factious I fir rings at home, ferved only to create confufion in church 
and date: for if tliefe people, who feetned neither deftitute of wit, indultry, or valu¬ 
able commodities, were once brought over to the Chriftian faith, they might foon be 
brought to relifh a more civilized kind of life, and be thereby induced to take off great 
quantities of our courier woollen manufabtures ; which would employ the poor at 
home, increafe our (hipping, and augment the number of our feamen. 

II . That in the judgment of fuch as were bell acquainted with the fifhing trade, 
the cod he caught were the fatteft and (inert that were ever feen; and that the plenty 
of thefe fifti was fo great as might well encourage the eftablifhing an annual fifhery at 
the mouth of the Streights, which would afford iiujneciiate profit, and might lead to 
future difcoveries of greater importance. 

III. That notwithftanding the ihores of the countries he had feen were bleak and 
barren, yet the inner part of the country might, notwithftanding, be very rich and 
fertile : that as the people he had conversed with had fome of them utenfils of different 
metals, it might be prefumed there were mines of value in thel’e countries; apd that 
how little profit foever thefe people might make of them, they might be wrought to 
great advantage hy fuch as underftood them better. 

IV. That it was very evident from the feveral voyages he had made, that there was 
nothing intolerable in thefe northern climates, and that it would be of great fervice to 
the nation to keep up a cord tan t fucceflion of enterprizes on this fide, fince it might be 
done with very little cxpence at firft; would contribute to make thefe parts of the 
world better knowp, and fecurq the advantages derived from them to the Englifh; 
whereas, if they were difeontinued or abandoned, other nations would not fail to make 
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attempts of the like kind, and fo come, in procefs of time, to reap the fruits of other 
men’s labour. ' 


V. That the furs brought from thence were much eftgemed, and allowed to be 
richer and more valuable than any that*came from Mufcovy ; and that if the falhion of 
wearing them at court were encouraged, it might prove a means, when all others failed, 
*of promoting this commerce; for you know right well, moll honourable Sir, concludes 
he, that it is a great fecret in policy to make the follies of the extravagant, and the 
vanity of the ambitious, contribute to the maintenance of indultry ; fo that even the 
vicious and the lazy, may of their own accord furniih the rewards of labour and 
virtue. 


I lhall, hereafter, take occafion to fhew, that he has very wifely and fenlibly re¬ 
commended the propagating the Chrillian religion, as the molt proper means for ex¬ 
tending, as well as eftablilhing, our colonies, and rendering them highly beneficial. 
There is no queftion that the fending a few preachers to convert any of thefe nations 
to Chriftianity, would be a thing of greater confequence to this nation, than building 
many forts to lecure our commerce with lavages ; for thefe people would then live in 
towns, wear cloaths, cultivate their lands, and, inltead of deilroying and extirpating 
each other, as at prefent, they would live peaceably, and confequently grow daily more 
numerous; which (.vould occafion inch a confumption of our manufactures of all 
kinds, and l'uch a return of their commodities, which is the only true and jult Itandard 
of trade, as neither fraud nor force can any other way attain. Mis reflections, with re- 
fpeci: to the expediency of keeping up this northern navigation, are highly fallible, 
and it would have been much tor our interell, if, even at the public expence, they had 
been continued; for then .Sir Jofiah Child would not have let down ‘this north filhery 
among the number of our loll trades, as he does with juft rcafoii. That our neigh¬ 
bours would be wifer in this refpect than ourielves, was in itlelf a very fhrewd, and in 
fact has proved a prophetic obfervation ; for the Dutch and other nations Hill frequent 
Davis’s Streights, which we have in a manner dela ted, and employ thereby a vail 
number of people at home, befides raiftng annually frefh fupplies of lkilful and wcll- 
feafoned feamen, which a maritime power ought to regard as a point of the high oft 
confequence, and in that view ought to favour tuofl luch branches of commerce as are 
known to contribute thereto, efpeciallv if they are not at a great diltance. With thefe 
remarks we fhall difmifs this fubjed for the prefent, and, a,s the nature of our plan 
directs, proceed from thefe dil'coveries in the molt northern parts of America, to the 
attempt made for fixing a fettlement mor to the fouth than any we have yet ob¬ 
tained. 

i<{. The fpeaking of this fouthern fettlement brings us back to Sir Walter Ra¬ 
leigh, a gentleman whofe name inuft often occur in all books that any way relate 
to Englith hiflory, and whofe memory will be ever celebrated by Inch as can diflin- 
guilh any kind,of worth ; for he had all, and excelled in all. Ainongft the relt, the 
completeft courier of his time, which perhaps drew upon him more envy than all his 
other great qualities; and I am induced to think fo from the nature of thofe calum¬ 
nies by which he was moll hurt; for though deeply malicious, they, wtve fo indiffer¬ 
ently forged, that they could not hear the lead infpedion; fo that notwithftanding k 
they coft him his favour often, and his life at laft, from the credulity of princes, 
yet they never had any veiled upon his reputation with wife men in „ his life-time, 
nor have injured his reputation in the Jeaft with pofterity. 

He was always ui'eful to* his country, but molt fo < when he had leafl credit at 
court. At fuch tinges he did not relinquilh bufinefs to go ana hide himfelf in 
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country retreats, and thence write pitiful letters and poems to fcrew himfelf again 
into the affections of the Queen his miftrefs, ak 'fome other of her great men did, 
and which he could have done better than any of them ; nor did he form in¬ 
trigues againit her minifters, and force himfelf iAto power and his fovereign’s pre¬ 
fence ; but he took another road peculiar to, and worthy of Sir Walter Raleigh: 
he applied himfelf to contrive, and not to contrive only, but to execute, fuch great 
and glorious enterprizes, as railed his fame l’o high, that the whifpers of envy could be 
no longer heard ; and, when the Queen recalled him to her favour, it never appeared 
as an act of grace, but as a Itroke of juflice; fo that after thefe recedes, he fhone,at 
court with double lullre, and his miftrefs, haughty as the was, could not help appear¬ 
ing upon thel'e occafions proud of the poffellion of fuch a man, and Shamed of his 
ablence. . 

It was in one of thefc voluntary exiles that Sir Walter Raleigh executed a defign 
fie had long meditated, I, mean his expedition to Guiana, an expedition great in it- 
felf, though unfortunate in its confequcnces; formed upon the molt nibble princi¬ 
ples, and performed with equal valour and prudence, and in a word every way equal 
to the genius of its author, and, experience has lince fatally fliewn, fuperior to every 
genius but his. lie law, with regret, the plantation of Virginia abandoned, and he 
law tliat'the want of immediate profit was the cattle ; he relblved therefore to ftrike 
out the means of fettling a new colony in another part of America, which fhould 
'be free from this inconvenience, and which fhould transfer the riclieft products of 
that country to the Englifh, il they had but courage and conduct enough to fetch 
them. In order to this he inquired, 1 with the grcatelf diligence, into the flate of 
the country before mentioned ; he fought from books and papers all the afliltance 
that could be had oi that kind; he drew from perfonal informations, which were 
more in his power than perhaps they ever were in any other man’s, all the notices 
that they could give; but he drew the greatelt lights from his own profound know¬ 
ledge and extenlivc experience. 

lie was undoubtedly as well verl’ed in all parts of philofophy and natural hiilory, as 
any man of his time, and perhaps much better; for, befides all the knowledge which 
refulls from reading, he had likewife a gre..t practical lkill, whence, without doubt, 
arole his confident belief, that this country of Guiana was the richefl in America, 
and by conle<|uence, according to the opinion of thofe times, and indeed of thefe, 
the richefl in the world. 1 le did not go thither, therefore to iatisfy his own mind 
upon that head, but that he might furnifh himfelf with the means of iatisfying others ; 
lor he very well knew that it would have been an idle and ridiculous thing in him to 
think of moving people to attempt a plantation merely by a rational and philo- 
iophical argument, which he knew few would be able to underhand, and of thofe 
that did, many would oppofe his fentiments from p’-ide, and more from prejudice. 
He chole therefore to treat the riches and \alue of this noble country in the plainefl 
way, and as a point of fact; and forefeeing that it would be objected, that if it 
were fo, and the fads fo notorious as he reprefented it, the Spaniards would cer¬ 
tainly have Itttied there, and not have left it to fall into the hands of any other 
- .o... t jjj s induced him to draw up a very clear and fuccind account of the fe- 
veral methods ufed by the Spaniards to difeover and gain this country, which at 
once anfwered.* the objedion, and proved to fuch as had an high opinion of the 
judgment formed by the Spaniards of the wealth and importance of thefe countries, 
that Guiana was one that deferved the higheft commendations. 


Thefe 
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Thefe accounts of his are difperfed through various pieces written by him upon 
this fubjeQ:; bur for the eafe of th£ reader, we lhall colled and range them in their 
natural order, by which means they will become a kind of fupplement to what ha : 
been already delivered of the Spaiiifk difcoveries and conquefts; this being the mi<: 
reafon of our omitting them there, becauie we ford'aw the neceflity of repeating, .»? 
at leaft of recapitulating, them here, for the fake of explaining Sir Walter Raleigh - 
expeditions. We have fhewn in that chapter how the Marquis Pizarro overthrew tlie- 
empire of the Incas, and made lumfelf mailer of all their territories, and of a great 
part of their treafures,; and we have likewife fhewn that this was lb far from iativ- 
fying his avarice and amnition, that he prop ped to extend his conquefts beyono 
'the limits of Peru, in order to penetrate jnfo the heart of South America, from th<- 
hopes he had conceived of finding richer countries there than any he had yet met with. 

It was with this view that he ordered his brother Gonzulo, after he had take;\ 
pofieflion of Quito, which was the lait conqueft of the Incas, to continue his ex¬ 
peditions oi#that fide, though he was lenfilie that he could receive little or no 
afliftance from the informations of the natives; his brother accordingly entered the 
province of Los Quixos ; and after making himfclf mailer of that country, the 
people of which were downright barbarians in companion of thole of Peru, he de¬ 
termined to pal's $ie high mountains which bound that province on the north, and 
affembled a great many Indians, and a good quantity of cattle for that purpofe ; but 
when he had al'cended half way up thefe mountains, he found that he had taken his 
meafures w’-ong, and that the cold was fo intenfe, that it would be impoflible for 
him to profecute his march in that manner. He therefore quitted his cattle and the 
beft part of his baggage, refnlving to make ail the lrafte lie could into the plain 
countries on the other fide, and trull to the provilions he might meet with there. 

Accordingly he defeended into the valley of Zutnaque, which he found very plen¬ 
tiful, and in which therefore he refrefhed his forces for two months, endeavouring 
then to continue his march northward ; but finding the road extremely rough and 
mountainous, he turned directly eaft, in hopes of meeting with an ealier palfage; 
this opened a way into a new province well peopled and very rich ; the inhabitants 
of which w'ere dreadfully amazed at the coining of the Spaniards -amongIt them, 
and indeed they very well might, for they behaved towards them in a manner bar¬ 
barous beyoad expreflion ; for Gonzalo Pizarro exercifetf the greateft.** cruelty ima¬ 
ginable on the inhabitants of thefe regions, infomuch that he gave men to be eaten 
alive by his dogs. This engaged all the n: 1 fives to put themfelves in arms again!! him, 
fo that he was obliged to encamp himlelf as in an enemy’s country ; and his cru¬ 
elties, together with the defpair lie was in of ever being able to find what he was 
feeking after, had like to have put an end to his enterprize at once, lie was en¬ 
camped on the bank of a river, which fwelled fo much in one night, that if the 
fentincls, who perceived the water was a-pace getting ground, had not warned them 
of their danger, they had been all drowned; but at the alarm they foon fecured 
fhemlelves, by making towards the cottages of the wild people; and Pizarro re- 
folved to return to Zumaque, not knowing what other courfe fo take. *From thence 
he proceeded again with all his men, and after a march of fwur leagues he met 
with a great village called Ampua, governed by a cazique, and found a great 
number of the inhabitants in a pofture of defence, expelling their enemy ; but there 
was another and greater ubllacle in his way than this cazique and all his troops, and 
that was a river fo wide and deep that he could have no thought of venturing to fwim 
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over it. He could therefore find no better expedient than to enter into a treaty 
with the people of the country, and to defire the help of their canoes to crofi; 
this river. . 

The cazique received this propofal with great civility, offered them what they 
aiked, and gave them as many of thefe little boats as they defired ; and on this, 
Pizarro made him a return of a great many little Spanifh toys, by way of requital. 
This cazique having received advice of the ill treatment many of his neighbours had 
received from the Spaniards, thought of nothing more than how to get rid of them, 
and to deliver himfelf from the danger of fuch bad guefls, endeavoured to make them 
believe there were great riches to be found among the people that dwelt upon the 
river, fome days journey lower. Pizarro, by his actions and by his guides, who 
were his interpreters, returned him thanks for his courtefy ; but finding no appear¬ 
ance of thole pretended riches, he returned to Zumaque very much dillatislied with 
his expedition; however he had too much courage to retire back to Quito jui't rs 
he came. lie had a mind therefore to attempt fome great exploit, Tmd, by the 
difeovery of fome other part, to render himfelf as conliderable as the Marquis Pizarro, 
his elder brother: lie opened his mind to Francis Orellana, a gentleman of Truxillo 
in Spain, who was come to join him in the valley of Zumaque; and, having taken 
one hundred effective l ; fliers, and fome Indians for guides and to, carry provisions, 
he marched directly to the calf. 

Either the ignomnee of his guides, or the hatred they bore him, engaged hint 
in a country ail full cf mountains, forells, and torrents, lb that he was con drained 
to make ways where he found none, and to open himfelf a pafiage through the 
woods with hatchets, where none had ever gone before. At length, after many 
days’ march, he pierced t!trough as far as the province of Coca; the cazique of 
which province came to meet him, and offered him all the accommodations the 
country afforded for his refrefhment ; Gouzalo promifed himfelf much from this 
kind entertainment, and by the abidance of his guides entered into coavcrfation with 
the cazique : he informed him that the country through which lie laid palled, which 
was fo full of mountains, forells, and brooks, was the only pallage he could have 
taken to come thither, that it was extremely difficult to get through it; but that if 
he was willing to embark on th ■ river he law before him, or to follow it by land, 
he might allifre himfell, that along the hanks oi another river much greater than 
this, he ftiould find a country abounding with all things, whole inhabitants were co¬ 
vered with plates of gold. There was no need of faying any thing more to Pizarro, 
to incite him to any kind of enf.t rpri/.e, who. prefeiaiy lent two of his guides to 
’Zumaque, with orders to his officers to come and join him, who marched imme¬ 
diately ; and furmounting all the difficulties of the wav, arrived much fatigued, at 
the town of Coca. 

Pizarro 'having re ft on fome few davs, afterwards put them in battalia before the 
cazique, who was io much terrified umi them, that he amafied alinoft all the pro- 
vifions of his whole province to make a prelent of them to Pizarro, that by this 
magnificence he might civilly acquit himfelf of his new acquaintance, who was 
more impatient ot his llay than the other; ami the next morning, having filed his 
troops along the river, lie took his leave of the cazique, prefenting him with a fine 
fword, and put Jtumfelf at the head of his cavalry, and followed the pleafant courfc of 
the river. This good way did not l.vlt long, but they had rivulets to fwim over, and 
were forced to march in uneven ways, and for forty-three days, without finding 
any provifions, or 'any fords, or canoes by which to pafs the rivej. This long march 
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having mightily fatigued our travellers, they were flopped by a very furprifing fight; 
the river was prefled by two rocks, and on each fide its paflage, at no more than 
twenty feet diftance from one another; and the water, going through this ftreight 
precipitated itfelf into a valley, and fnade a leap of two hundred fathoms: here it 
was that Pizarro caufed that famous bridge to be made for his troops to pafs over, 
which is fo much boafted of by the Spanim hiftorians. 

But finding the way not at all better on the other fide, and the provifion grow¬ 
ing more and more fcarce every day, Pizarro refolved to make a brigantine, to carry 
by water all his fick men, provifions, baggage, and the gold which they had got 
amongft them. This was no fmall difficulty ; but induftry and neceflity furmounted 
it, and the vcfl'el being finifhed, Pizarro .embarked all in it that hindered his march, 
and gave the command of it to Francis Orellana, with fifty foldiers ; giving him ex- 
prefs order not to part far from him, but to come every night to the camp. lie 
obferved this order exactly, till his general, feeing all his •men much pinched with 
hunger, commanded him to go and feek fome provifions and cottages where his 
men might be refrefhed. Orellana had no fooner received his orders, but lie launched 
out into the middle of the river, and the rapidity of the ilream carried him as faff 
as he could wifh, for he made above one hundred leagues in three days, without 
the ufe of either /ails or oars. 

The current of Coca carried him into another river which w as much larger, but not 
near fo fwift: he made his obfervations of it one whole dav, and feeing that the 
farther he went down, the more the river widened ; he made no doubt but this was 
that great river which had been fo often and in vain fought after. The joy he 
conceived at his good fortune, fo tranfported him, that it made' him quite' forget 
himfelf, fo that dreaming only of the enjoyment of this good I'uccefs, and trampling 
upon his duty, oath, fidelity, and gratitude, he had now nothing in view but to 
bring about the enterprize he was contriving. To this end he perfuaded his com¬ 
panions that the country was not the fame with that which their general had deferibed ; 
that it had not that plenty the cazique had told him he fliould find at the joining 
of the two rivers; that they mull certainly float along farther, to find thal pleafant 
and fertile country, where they might (tore themfelves with provifions; and befides 
that they all faw there was no likelihood of getting up this river again which they 
came down in three days, but as he believed, could nvt make the fame way back 
again in the fpace of a whole year; that it was much more reasonable to wait for 
their company pn this new - river; am’ that in the mean time it was neceflary for 
them to go and feek provifions. . 

Tims concealing his defign, he hoifled Jail; and abandoning himfelf to the wind, 
to his fortune, and to his refolution, he thought of nothing but purfuing the courfe 
of the river, till he fliould difeover it quite to the fea. Ilis companions were amazed 
at the manner of his putting in execution the defign he had been propofirig to them, 
and thought themfelves obliged to tell him, that he went beyond the orders of his 
general; and that in the extreme want he was in, they ought to carry him the 
little provifions they could find ; and that he had given fufficientr evidence he had 
fome ill defign, becaufe he had neglected to leave two canoes* at the bank of the 
two rivers, as the general had appointed him, for his army to pafs qver in. Thefe 
remonftrances were made chiefly by a Dominican friar named Gafpar de Carvajal, 
and by a young gentleman of Badajos in Spain, called Fernand Sanches de Vargas. 
The confederation they had for thefe two perfons, qecafioned a divifion in the com¬ 
pany in this little veflel into two parties; and from words they were like to have 
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falfen to blows, but that Orellana, ftifling their gratitude by his diffimulation, by*falr 
protellations, and great promifes, appeafed this diforder. 

By means of his friend he had in the veffel, he gained mod of the foldiers that were 
againft him to his fide; and*feeing the two heads 'of the other party left almoft alone, 
he caufed Fernand Sanches de Vargas to be fet afhore, leaving him quite alone, with, 
out visuals and without arms, in a difmal wildernefs; bounded, on one fide, with 
high mountains, and with a river on the other. He had more prudence than to treat 
the friar after the fame manner, yet he gave him to underhand, that it was not for 
him to penetrate any more into the intentions of his commander, unlefs he had a mind 
to be feverely chadded. After this he continued his voyage ; and the next day, being 
willing to know if he might depend upon all that were with him for the fuccels of his 
refolutions, he let them know that he afpired to a much higher pitch of dignify than 
what he might have obtained in the fervice of Pizarro: that he owed every thing to 
himfelf and to his king; and that his fortune having, as it were, led him by the hand 
to the groateft and moll delirable dil'covery that was ever made in the Indies, munch „ 
the great river upon which 'they were failing; which coming out of Peru, and run¬ 
ning from weft to eaft, was the lined channel in the New World, through which they 
might pais from the fouthern to the northern fea; that he could not, without betray¬ 
ing then! all, and without ravidling from them the fruits of their voyage and induftry, 
make others (hare in a favour which heaven had referved for therfi alone. By this 
means he ealily quieted thefe murmurs, and brought his men to have a Ihare or that 
ambition which flamed in his own bread. His necellities forced him alhore for pro- 
vilions, and, as he did not take thefe with that gentlenefs and prudence that became 
him in a drange country; the natives unanimoufly took up arms, and with great bold- 
nefs fell upon the Spaniards, who defended themfelves with much courage, and killed 
many of their antagonids with their crofs-bows; and upon infpecling their bodies, 
found that feveral of them were women ; as indeed it was no uncommon thing for the 
Indian women, in that country, to fight by the fidcs of their hulbands; but our Spa¬ 
niard, having a romantic head, improved this flight incident into a formal hiftory of 
a great nation of Amazons, fettled upon this river : by which fable he overturned his 
great defign of bellowing his own name upon it, and thereby perpetuating the 
memory of his paflage; for from this ftory of his it received the name which it Hill 
bears, and will always bear, of the river of Amazons. 

He took care, in the remaining part of his paflage, to behave with more prudence 
and mildnefs to the people he met with, among whom were many gentle, and even 
polite nations, as well as others fierce and warlike. In fine, he palled quite down the 
river to the fea ; and having coafted about a cape, now called the North Cape, which 
by the way is the name the French have bellowed on the country of Guiana, two hun¬ 
dred leagues from the ifland of Trinidada, he failed dire&ly thither, and there bought 
a fhip to carry him to Spain ; where he made filch a report of the countries he had 
feen, to the Emperor Charles V. that he obtained as ample a commiflion as he. could 
defire; and, in the year 1549, failed with three (hips for the river of Amazons; but 
this fecond expedition was the very reverfe of the firft, as being unfortunate from the 
beginning; for a* cpntagious diftemper, ipreading among his men, obliged him to quit 
two of his three fhips, and afterwards his company was fo reduced as to fail in a fmall 
bark, with which he propofed to profecute his difeovery; but being fhipwrecked on 
the coaft of the Caraccas, he there loft the reft of his men, and foon after died him- 
felf on the ifland of St. Margaret, of downright defpair. , . 

The ill fuccefs of Orellana’s voyage cooled the ardent defire the Spaniards had for 
vol. xii. d n the 
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the difcovery of the river of Amazons, and it feemed quite extinguiffied by the civil 
wars of Peru, till the Marquis de Caguete, being viceroy of that kingdom, a gentle¬ 
man of Navarre, named Peter de Orfua, who had always entertained thoughts worthy 
of his great courage, turned his dtefigns on this great river, and believed he fhould 
be more fortunate than Orellana. He prefented hitnfelf to the viceroy, and propofed 
his defigns to him, who, being well acquainted with his merit, commended his refo- 
lution; and was perfuaded that if fo difficult a matter ffiould fuccecd, it mull be by 
the conduct of fo wife and brave a commander. Mott of the gentry came to offer 
their fervice to Orfua, who was fo much in every one’s efteem, that there was no foi- 
dier fo old but would leave his retirement with pleafure, to ferve under fo excellent a 
general; he made choice of fuch among!! them as were fit for his purpofe; and to 
carry on the famous conqueft he defigned, he made all neceflary provifions, to which 
all the lords and inhabitants of the towns contributed with a great deal of liberality, 
being well perfuaded that Orfua had qualities that well deferved to be obliged. 

He departed from Cufco in 1560, with the acclamations and good wiffies of all the 
inhabitants of that place: he was attended with above feven hundred good foldiers, 
and with a confiderable number of good horfes. Being well verfed in the map of 
Peru, and having been for fome time laying the fcheme of his journey, he marched 
direCtly to the province of Mofilones firit, to meet the river Moyabamba, by which 
he was fure of entering into the river of Amazons. One would have hoped, an at¬ 
tempt fo wifely laid, and fo univorfally approved, fhould have had a happy ifi’ue, yet* 
never was any project more unfuccefsful; for Orfua had taken with him one Don 
Femand de Gufman, a young man lately come from Spain, and another more ad¬ 
vanced in years, named Lopez d’Aguira of Bifcay, a little ill-favoured man, whom ho 
had made his enfign. Thefe two wretches fell in love with their general’s lady, 
whofe name was Agnes, and who had accompanied her hufband in all his travels; and 
thinking they had a favourable occafion to l'atisfy their lull and ambition together, they 
engagad Orfua’s troop to revolt, and aflailinated hint. 

After the tragical fact, the traitors who committed it, who to the number of feven 
or eight were in a Uriel confederacy, elected Don Fernand de Gufman for their king, 
whofe mind was vain enough to receive that title which became him fo iittle ; but he 
did not enjoy it long ; for thofe very perfons that had given him the quality of king, 
-gave him his death wound too; and D’Aguira fucceeded him ; who made himfelf king, 
notwithftanding the remonftrances of others. Flo gave all thofe he had gained to his 
party to underhand, that he intended to make himfelf mailer of Guiana, of Peru, and 
of the new kingdom of Grenada; and promifcd them all the riches of thofe great 
kingdoms. His reign was fo bloody and barbarous, that the like tyranny was fcarce 
ever heard of in the world. Therefore the Spaniards, to this day, called him the 
tyrant. However, he commanded Orfua’s vefiels, and went clown the river Coca into 
Amazon, hoping to obtain one of thofe kingdoms, and to make a confiderable pro- 
grefs into it: but having entered the Amazon, he was not able to matter the current 
of it, and fo was conftrained to fuffer himfelf to be carried down to the mouth of the 
river above a thoufand leagues from the place where he embarked, and was driven into 
the great channel which goes to the North Cape, being the fame way Orellana had 
takqn before him. Going out of the Amazon he came to the ifland of St. Margaret, 
which is, to this day, called the Tyrant’s Port. There he killed Don Irean de Villa 
Andrada, governor of the ifland, and Don John Sermiento his father. 

After their death, with the afiiftance of one John Burg, he made himfelf matter of 
the ifllod, plundered it entirely, and there committed unheard-of barbarities; he killed 
* all 
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all’that oppofed him, and paffed from thence to Cumajpa, where he exercifed the lame 
cruelties. He, after that, defolated ail thofe coafts that bear the name of Caraccas, 
and all the provinces along the rivers Venezuella and Bacho. He then came to St. 
Martha, where he put all to‘the fword, and entered the new kingdom of Grenada, 
defigning to march from thence through Quito into Peru. In this kingdom he was 
forced to a battle, in which he was utterly defeated and put to flight, and all ways 
being flopped, when he found he mull perifh, he thereupon begun his tragedy with a 
fort of barbarity, without example. He had a daughter by his wife Mendoza, that 
had followed him in all his expeditions, and whom he loved entirely: daughter (faid 
he to her) I muff kill thee; I defigned to have placed thee on a throne, but fince 
fortune oppofes it I am not willing thou fhouldft live to fuller the fliame of becoming 
a Have to my enemies, and of being called the daughter of a tyrant and a traitor:— 
“ Die my child, die by the hand of thy father, if thou haft not courage enough to 
die by thy own:”—She, fur prized at this difcourfe, defired him, at leaf!, to give her 
fome time to prepare for death, and to beg of God the pardon of her fins. This lie 
granted, but, thinking her foo tedious in her devotion, as Hie was praying upon her 
knees he fhot her through the body with a carbine; but having not killed her out¬ 
right, he ftuck his dagger into her heart, and fhc falling down at the ftroke, cried, 
“ Ah Father, it is enough.” Soon after her death he was taken prifoner, and car¬ 
ried to the ifland La Trindada, where he had a confiderable eftate.' His procefs was 
made, and he condemned to be quartered. J Ie was publicly executed; his houfes 
razed to the ground, and the places where they flood lowed with fait. 

I chofe to mention the attempts of the Spaniards to penetrate into this country 
on the fouth-fido, , firft ; that l might end with thofe attempts made by the fame nation 
upon the north, by the great river Oronoco, or, as moil of our Englilh writers write 
it, after the French manner, Oronoquc, by which aifo Sir Walter Raleigh made his 
attempt. The firil perfon we read of who engaged in this defign of finding and 
making hitnfelf mailer of the inca’s new city of Manoa, was Diego de Ordaca, who 
failed from Spain with a great force for this purpofe, in the year 1531 ; which, by the 
way, (hews how early this notion was taken up, and that it was not, as is commonly 
believed, invented by the Indians, ro rid themfelves of Gonzalo Pizarro. This Diego 
de Ordaca, with fix hundred foot and thirty horfe, reached the Oronoco, where, by 
a feries of unlucky accidents, too long for us to relate, his expedition was totally 
ruined : yet one of thefc accidents proved the means (as the Spaniards pretend and 
believe) of making a full difeovery of this famous city; and the ftory is thus told:— 
When Ordaca came firft upon this coaft, and anchored in the harbour of Morequito, 
his magazine of powder, by fome mifchance, blew up; and this being imputed to 
the carelelfnefs of Juan Martinez, his mailer gunner, he was condemned to be fhot for 
it; but the feamen prevailed to have this punilhment changed into his being put alone 
into a little canoe, with his arms only, and without any provifions, and fo committed 
to the mercy of the wind and waves. 

In this wretched addition he was found by fome of the Indians, or favages, who, 
having never feen a white man before, pafled him about from one place to another, till 
he came to the royal city of Manoa, where the King no fooner few him than he knew 
him to be a Chriftian and a Spaniard, for this happened but a very little after the Mar¬ 
quis Pizarro h$d dellroyed the empire of the inca’s in Peru. This prince, however, 
received him civilly enough, though he was far from forgetting the cruelties exercifed 
by the Spaniards on his countrymen. He kept him feveri months at Manoa; but in 
all that time he was never fuffefed to go without the city, or even to pais, through the 
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ftreets of it without a guard, jmd a cloth bound over his eyes. At the end of this 
fpace, when it was perceived that Martinez had acquired, in fome meafure, the lan¬ 
guage of the country, the King fent for him, and propofed two things to his choice, 
viz. either to remain with him as loijg as he lived, or to return into his own country, 
and he chofe the latter; upon which the King fent him under a guard the ihorteft 
way to the river Oronoco; but, at the time he difmiffed him, he was pleafed to bellow 
on him, as a mark of his favour, a confiderable quantity of gold, which, however, was 
taken from him by the favages on the frontiers, and by the Oronocoponi, a nation fo 
called from their living upon the banks of that great river. They left him, however, 
two large bottles, in which they thought he kept his drink, but which were really 
filled with gold dull, and thefe he brought along with him to the ifland of Trinidada, 
from whence he went afterwards to St. Juan de Puerto Rico, where he lived for fome 
time, and from whence he intended to have procured a palfage to Spain ; but being 
feized there with a mortal difeafe; after he had received the extreme unction, and faw 
no hopes of life, he caufed his two bottles of gold to be brought, and the account he 
had written of his voyage: the gold he gave to the church for mafl'es to be laid for 
his foul, and the relation of his voyage was entered at large, in the regilters of the 
chancery of St. Juan de Puerto Rico. 

To this Martinez the Spanilh writers unanimoufly aferibe the difeovery* of this 
famous city, which he Riled Manoa el Dorada, or the Golden Manoa, on account of 
the prodigious quantities of that metal which he had feen there, in their palaces, tern- - 
pies, and other public edifices, but move especially in their drunken fealts, of which 
he gave the following very lingular account:—that thole who drank with the King 
were quite naked, and having their bodies rubbed over with a kind of thin gummy 
balfam, they were then powdered with gold-dull, fo as to be gilt from head to foot:— 
this relation, whether true or falfe, proved of very fatal confequence to the Spaniards, 
for it gave occafion to (fome fay twenty, others lixty) feveral expeditions in fearch of 
this golden city, all of them with very indifferent l’uccefs. Juan Cortez attempted it 
with thirty men, but neither he nor they were ever heard of more. Gafpar de Sylva, 
and his two brothers, failed with two hundred men, from the Canaries, to reinforce 
Diego de Ordaca ; and, after taking a great deal of pains, to no purpofe, returned to 
the ifland of Trinidada, where they died. 

Another adventurer, in the fame way, was Don Pedro Hernandez de Serpa, who 
landed at Cumana, and afterwards marched bv land on tin? banks of the Oronoco till 
he came to an Indian nation called Wikiri, who oppofed his further paflfage, and at¬ 
tacked his men with fuch fury, frat oi.L eighteen of his Spaniards efcaped from the 
battleyet this enterprife was of particular fervice to Sir Walter; for it fell out 
that when Captain Amias Preffon took the city of St. Jago de Leon by Horn), he 
made one of thefe adventurers prifoner, who gave him a large account of the valt 
riches the Spaniards hoped to find in this country, which coming to the ears of Sir 
Walter Raleigh, induced him to make diligent and Uriel fearch into the original of 
this (lory, whence he came to collect a multitude of hillories, reining to this matter of 
which we have given the reader only a few, that he might fee upon .what grounds 
this expedition was undertaken, or rather what reafbn Sir Walter'Raleigh thought 
lit to aflign for his voyage, in order to draw fuch an approbation of it as was ne- 
ceflary, from thofe whom nothing but a fliow of Vaft and immediate profit could 
tempt; for, I muff confefs, it feems very doubtful to me, whether Sir Walter Raleigh 
gave entire credit to thefe accounts, or not; but whatever his own opinion was, he 
had certainly a right to ufe them as popular arguments for promoting his defign, 
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frn'ce no politician ever doubted that it is lawful to cheat men as well as children 
for their own good. But he took care to provide reafons of another nature, for 
men of other minds: he /hewed them that of all the countries in America, the 
molt profitable, the belt fituated, the eafieft planted, the molt defenfible, was Guiana. 
Thefe notes of excellency I have collected from his writings upon this fubjeft, which 
are very artfully unmethodical, and, under an apparent careleffnefs of flile and order, 
are fo wrote, as to affeft the mind of the reader with an opinion, that he has made 
difcoveries in Sir Walter’s treatife, by penetrating into thofe fecrets which he meant 
to conceal; while, alas! the true fecret is, that he meant thus to catch us, and 
make every man’s underftanding revolt in his favour. 

It was necelfary, in his time, and more cfpecially to him; and therefore his de- 
lign is as commendable as his execution is inimitable. But that he might proceed 
cautioufly in an affair of fuch importance, he lent before him one Captain Whid- 
don to take a view of thg coaft, that he might be perfectly informed of the ftate 
things were then in, and thereby become more able to take the proper meafures 
for overcoming thole difficulties, which a man of lefs fagacity would have efteemed 
infuperablo. This gentleman did his bufineis effectually, though he met with fome 
obltrudion from the force, and fullered much greater inconveniences from the 
frauds iff the Spaniards, who were at that time bent upon the fame defign, and 
labouring with the utmolf diligence to difeover and l’ecure this valuable country. 

Among other adventurers there was one Gonzales Tumenes de Cafada, a man of 
greater courage than good fortune ; who, after having had a large lhare in the 
conquelf of New Grenada, attempted to penetrate into Guiana ; but after a great 
expence, and incredible fatigue, to no purpofe, was obliged to return, difappointed 
indeed, but not in delpair. This gentleman had an only daughter, whom he 
married to Don Antonio de Berreo ; to w hom, with a large fortune, he bequeathed 
this expedition, taking from him an oath, that he would profecute the difeovery 
and conquelf of Guiana to the hill hour of his life. He, to fulfil this obli¬ 
gation, undertook this enterprize, with l’even hundred horfe, attended by a vaft 
number of Indian Haves ; but after marching five hundred leagues in purfuit of 
this project, he, was obliged to return, but brought with him from the frontiers 
of Guiana forty plates of gold, and many other valuable curiofities, fufficient to 
fortify him in his refolution not to abandon the defign. It was this Berreo that 
Captain Whiddon had to deal with, and of whom he made a very bad report on his 
return. 

When Sir Walter’s project was ripe for execution, he was aflifted by the Lord 
Admiral Howard and Sir Robert Cecil, fo that in* the beginning of the year 1595 
he was ready to proceed; and it appears, from his relation, that he had in the 
whole five Blips. He does not tell us the name of his own, which he commanded 
in perfon; though as to the reft, he diflinguiffies them plain enough j fo that 
we perceive the Lion’s Whelp, which was the Lord Admiral’s, was commanded by 
Captain George Gilford; Captain Keymis had the command of a galego, befides 
a bark, which was committed to Captain Crofs, and another to Captain Calfield. 
The whole number /ft men in this fleet is not mentioned ; but the feleft company of 
officers, gentlemen, and foldierg he ufed in his difeoveries, exceeded not one 
hundred. ‘ ' 

Thus prepared he departed from Plymouth on the 6th of February following, 
and failed to the Grand Canaries, and fo to Teneriff, wh»re he waited awhile for the 
Lion’s Whelp, and for Captairt Amias Prefton. But this captain difappointed him, 
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and went upon another adventure, which proved fome difadvantage in the profecution 
of his difcoveries. After waiting feven or eight days, to no purpofe, he failed 
with his own {hip and a bark, commanded by Captain, Crofs, to the ifland ofTri- 
nidada, where he arrived the 22d df March, and fpent a confiderable fpace of time 
in viewing that ifland, examining all its ports and havens, and even every little 
creek, with infinite care and exa&nefs. The reafons which moved him to this ftay 
were two ; the firft, that he might revenge himfelf upon Berreo for the injuries he 
had done Captain Whiddon’s people, eight of whom he betrayed into his hands, 
and then ufed them barbaroufly ; the other was, that he might obtain fome account 
of the continent, and of the moil proper method for entering into Guiana, in both 
of which he fucceeded, in fpite of all the care the Spanifh governor could take to hin¬ 
der it. At laft, perceiving that the Spaniards were contriving meafures for his de- 
ftru&ion, and knowing there could be nothing more fatal than to leave an enemy 
at his back, he refolved to make himfelf mafter of this place, which he knew 
would gain him the friendlhip, as well as fecure him the obedience, of the Indians, 
who by the Spaniards were molt cruelly opprefled. Accordingly he font Captain 
Calfield to attack the main-guard with fixty men, and following himfelf with forty 
more, reduced the town of St. Jofeph without much trouble. 

The inhabitant^ he fet at liberty, keeping only the governor and his Spaniards 
prifoners ; and afterwards, at the requeft of the Indians, burnt the place ; but though 
he gratified them in this refpeft, yet, in all others, he added towards his prifoners, 
and more efpecially towards the governor, with fo much civility and kindnefs, that 
he drew from him a faithful account of all his adventures in purfuit of the defign 
before mentioned. The fame day that Raleigh made his conqueft arrived Captain 
Gifford and Captain Keymis, and in their {hips divers gentlemen, and others, which 
to his little army was a great fuccour and folr.ce. Then proceeding upon his dif- 
covery, Raleigh firft called all the chiefs of the ifland together, who were enemies 
to the Spaniards ; for fome of them Berreo had brought out of other countries, and 
planted there to eat out and wafte the natives ; then by the Indian interpreter, whom 
he carried out of England, he made them underftand, “ He was the fervant of a 
Queen, who was the greateft cazique in the north, and a virgin, who had more ca- 
ziques under her command than there were trees in that ifland; that fhe was an 
enemy to the Caftelans, in regard of their tyranny an<,l oppreflion; and, having 
freed all the coafts of the northern world from their fervitude, had lent him to 
free them alfo; and withal, to defend the country of Guiana from their invafion 
and conqueft.” Then he ftiewed them Her Majefty’s picture, which they fo admired 
and honoured, that it had been eafy to have made them idolatrous thereof. 

The like and larger fpeeches he made in a folemn manner to the reft of the 
nations, both in his paflfage to Guiana and to thofe of the borders, fo as in that 
part of the world the Queen of England’s fame was diffufed with great admiration. 
This done, Raleigh returned to Curiapan ; and though he had learnt of Berreo that 
Guiana was fome hundred miles further than the accounts he had received of Captain 
Whiddon had reprefented it, he kept the knowledge thereof from ‘his company, 
who he much feared would have been difeouraged thereby from'profecuting the dif- 
covery. When Raleigh had further gathered from. Berreo the proceedings of the 
paft adventurers and his own, he told him he was come upon the fame defign, and 
was refolved to fee Guiana. Berreo ufed many arguments to diffuade him ; as 
that he muft venture in very light and fmall boats, to pafs fo many dangerous {hal¬ 
lows, and could not carry victuals enough above half the way; that none of the 
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country would l'peak with him, and if he followed them would bum their towns ; 
befides, the way was long, the winter at hand, and the rivers beginning to fwell; 
but, above all, that the kings and lords who bordered upon Guiana, had decreed that 
none of them fhould trade with any Chriftians for gold, becaufe the fame would be 
their own overthrow. Raleigh, refolving however to make trial, dire&ed his vice- 
admiral Captain Gifford and Captain Calfield to turn ealhvard againft the mouth of 
the river Capuri, and gave them inftrudlions to enter at the edge of the Ihoal, and 
upon the bell of the flood to thruft over, but they laboured in vain, nor did the flood 
continue fo long, but the water fell before they could pafs the fands, though they 
ufed all the {kill and diligence they could. 

Then Raleigh fent one King, mailer of the Lion’s Whelp, to try another branch, 
called Atnana, if either of the fmall (hips would enter; but when he came to the 
mouth, he found it like the reft ; after him went John DoWglas, who difeovered four 
fair entrances, but all Ihoal and (hallow in the bays leading to them. In the mean 
time Raleigh, fearing the word, caufed his carpenter to cut down an old galego 
boat; to (it her with banks for oars, and fo as (he might draw but five feet. 
In this went Raleigh with gentlemen and officers, to the number of threefcore; 
in the Lion’s Whelp boat and w'herry they carried twenty; Captain Calfield, in 
his wherfy, carried ten; and a barge of Raleigh’s ten more; this was all the means 
they had, having left their (hips at Curiapan, to carry a hundred lfien with weapons 
and provilions for a month, expofed to all the extremes of the weather, all the 
hazards of the wafer, to lie open to the air, and upon hard boards by night in 
dorms of rain, or under the burning fun by day, to fmell the wet clothes of fo 
many crowded together, the dreiiing of their food, and that moftly dale fi(h, in the 
lame place, to be in fuch a labyrinth of rivers, in fuch a remote unknown region; 
what prifon could be more loathfome and unhealthy, what profpecl more fear¬ 
ful and defolate ? At firil jetting out they had twenty miles of a high fea to crofs 
in thefe crazy boats, fo that they were driven before the wind into the bottom of 
the bay of Guanipa, inhabited by inhuman cannibals, who (hot poifoned arrows, and 
from thence to enter one of the rivers of which Dowglas had brought tidings. 
After four days they got above f he force jf the tide, and might have wandered a 
year about, and never been able to extricate themfelves; in fuch a general con¬ 
fluence or rendezvous of dreams were they now bewildered, and fo refembling one 
another, as not to be diftinguifhed, but imperceptibly circulating and driving them 
about into the fame place where they had been before, palling between many iflands 
and (traits, whole borders were fo thickly arched and overftiadowed with trees, 
as bounded their fight to the breadth of the riveY and the length of the avenue, 
while the gloominefs of the profped added horror to the loathfomenefs of the places 
in which they were confined. 

At length, on the 2id of May 1595, they fell into a river, which, becaufe it bad 
no name, they called the Red Crofs River, thefe being the firft Chriftians who 
ever entered the fame: when they drew into a creek, which led to a town upon this 
river, their Indian pilot, named Ferdinandc, landing, was fet upon by his countrymen, 
who hunted him wjth dogs; whereupon Raleigh feized an old man paifing that 
way, and threatened to cut off his head, if he did not procure his pilot’s liberty; 
but he, by his Agility, foon efcaped them, and fwam to Raleigh’s barge; however, 
they kept the old man, and ufed him kindly, affuring themfelves of uieful informa¬ 
tion from a native, fo long converfant in thofe parts. %And indeed, but for this 
accident, they had never found their way forward to the country they fought, 
10 ’ nor 
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nor back to that where their fhips lay,; the old man himfelf being often in the 
utmoft perplexity which river to take, fo numerous and intricate they were. The 
people who inhabit the countries at the mouth of this great river, are compre¬ 
hended under the general name of Tivirivas, a bold and hardy race of people, who 
know the value' of liberty, and have courage enough to defend it: they live in 
houfes during the fummer, or dry feafon, but in the wet or winter months, they 
live in little huts, which are built upon trees, a thing common enough on this 
coaft, and even in the Eaft Indies, where the countries are exceffively wet. 

After this, Raleigh’s barge ran a-ground, and that with fuch force, that it did not 
feem very probable they fhould be able to get her off; fo that the difeovery feemed 
at a Hand ; but on the fourth day after this accident happened they fet her on float, 
and, ftriking into the Amana, one of the nobleft branches of the Oronoco, they 
continued their voyage, but with incredible fatigue. As they were now within 
five degrees of the Line, Sir Walter was forced to keep up their fpirits by directing 
his pilots to give them hopes from time to time that their labours would foon have 
an end. At length the old Indian pilot they had on board, perceiving that their 
provifions were quite exhaufted, and that they were in danger of perifhing with¬ 
out an immediate fupply, told them that if they would venture up a river on their 
right hand, he would bring them to a town where they might be furt? of re- 
frefhmcnts, and lie able to return before night. Sir Walter took him at his 
word, and went immediately into his boat with eight mulketeers, followed by the 
Captains Gifford and Calfield in their wherries, with eight men a-piece. But it 
appeared that the Indian pilot had learned Sir Walter’s art, for they not only rowed 
all day, but all night, without feeing any town, and a lefs prudent captain than he 
would have been tempted to have punilhed the pilot for giving them falfe hopes. 
Yet about one the next morning they reached this long expected town, and ob¬ 
tained thofe fupplies of which they Hood fo much in need. In the mean time the 
company in the galley manned out a boat in fearch of them, but next day they 
returned and continued their courfe. After they had made this hungry and ha¬ 
zardous voyage for fourfeore miles in that river, which, befides other ftrange filhes 
of marvellous bignefs, abounded with crocodiles, w'hence the people named it the 
river of Lagartis, Raleigh had a very proper young negro attending upon him in 
his galley, who, leaping out to fwim in the mouth of this river, was in the fight 
of them all inftantly devoured by one of thefe amphibious animals. 

Not long after, being again in want < r victuals, they took two canoes laden with 
excellent bread, being run afhore by the Indians in them, called Arwaycas, 
who fled to hide themlclves in the woods, tearing, through the prepoffelfions of the 
Spaniards, that Raleigh and his company were cannibals. Raleigh, purfuing them 
in hopes of fome intelligence, found, as he was creeping through the bufhes, a re¬ 
finer’s bafket; in which were quickfilver, falt-petre, and divers other materials for 
the trial of metals, and alfo the dull of fome ore that had been refined. But in 
two other canoes that cfcaped them, they heard of a good quantity of ore and gold. 
Raleigh then landed more men, and offered five hundred pounds to any his foldiers 
who Humid take one of the Spaniards. He found the Arwaycas hidden in the woods, 
who had been pilots to the Spaniards, of W'hich Raleigh kept the chief for his pilot, 
and carried him to Guiana; by whom he underltood in what parts the Spaniards 
laboured for gold, which he divulged to two of his company, knowing both the 
feafon of the year and otfeer conveniences would be wanting to work any mine 
hiuifelf. After recruiting his people with wholelbme •refrclhments, he continued his 
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voyage: the men feemed now quite as well pleafed as their commander had been 
from the beginning, and of their own accord offered to go as far as he would; 
fo that on the fifteenth day from their leaving their {hips he entered the great 
river Oronoco, and had an opportunity of fatisiying himfelf as to the number and 
names of the Indian nations that inhabited both fides of it. 

After having palled the mountain Aio, and a great ifland which he mentions, 
he reached on the fifth day of his entering the great river aforcfaid, as high as 
the province of Aroinaia, and anchoring at the port of Morequito, which is full 
three hundred miles within the land, upon the faid great river Oronoco, he fen: a 
meflenger to the old king of Aramaia, named Topiowary, who came the next day before 
noon on foot from his houfe, and returned the fame evening, being twenty-eight miles 
backwards and forwards, though himfelf was one hundred and ten years of age. He 
had many attendants of both fexes, who came alfo to wonder at the Englifh, and 
brought them great plenty of flefh and lifh, with divers fort of fruits. When the old 
king had refreihed himfelf awhile in the tent, which Raleigh had caufed to be 
pitched for him, they entered by the interpreter into difcourfe about the murder 
of Morequito his predecelfor, and the other barbarities of the Spaniards. Then 
Raleigh acquainted him with the caufe of his coming thither, whole fervant he 
was, and that it was his Queen’s pleafure he fltould undertake this voyage for their 
defence, and to deliver them from the tyranny of the Spaniards, dilating at large 
(as he had done before at Trinidada) on Her Majefty’s power, her juftice, and 
her clemency towards all opprefl'ed nations ; all which being with great reverence 
and attention received, he began to found the old man touching Guiana, as what 
fort of commonwealth it was ; how governed ; of what ftrength and policy ; of what 
extent; with whom in alliance or enmity ; laftly, the dillance and way to enter the 
heart of the country. The King gave fuch an ample and perfect account of thefe 
particulars, that Raleigh wondered to find a man of fuch gravity, judgment, and 
good difcourfe, without the help of learning or breeding. 

After his departure Raleigh failed well ward to view the famous river Carol!, both 
becaufe it was fo wonderful in itfelf, and led to the ftrongeft nations of all the 
frontiers, who were enemies to the Kpumnei, fubjeds to the Inca or Emperor of 
Guiana, and Manoa: even when he was Ihort of it, or lower dowm than the port 
of Morequito, he heard the roaring falls of this river; but when he entered it 
with his barge and wherries, thinking to have gone up fomc forty miles to the 
Cafiagotos, he was not able, with a barge of eight oars, to row' one ilone’s-throw 
in an hour, and yet the river is as broad as the Thames at Woolw'ich. Therefore 
encamping on the banks, he fent off an Indian to acquaint the nation upon the river 
of his arrival and his purpofe, and that he defired to fee the lords of Canuri, 
who dwelt in that province. Then one of the princes came down, named Wanu- 
retona, with many of his people, and brought great {lore of provifions, as the 
reft had done. By him Raleigh found the Carolians were not only enemies to 
the Spaniards, but moft of all to the Epuremei, who abounded in gold ; and that 
there were three mighty nations at the head of that river which would join them 
againft them; he yvas further informed by one Captain George whom he had taken 
with Berreo, that near the banks of this river there was a great filver mine, 
but the rivers Were now all fo rifen, that it was not poffible for the ftrength of men, with 
any boat, to row againft the ftream. Therefore he difpatched a party of between 
thirty and forty to coaft the river by land, while himfeff, with a few officers and 
half a dozen {hot, marched c#ver land to view the ftrange apd wonderful over- 
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falls of the faid river Caroli, which roared at fuch a diftance, and the plains adjoining, 
with the reft of the province of Canuri. 

When they had got to the top of the firft hills, overlqoking the river, they beheld 
that prodigious breach of water which poured down Caroli, and how it ran in three 
ftreams for twenty miles together ; no lefs than ten or a dozen of the fteep catarafts 
appeared in fight, each as high above the other as a church tower, which rulhed 
down with fuch violence, that the very rebound of the waters made the place feem as 
if it had been all over covered with a great Ihower of rain; and in fome places 
they took it at firft for a thick finoak which had rifen out of fome great town, till 
• they drew nearer down in the valley to this thunder of waters, where they better dil- 
cerned and diftinguilhed the effects of it. And here Raleigh fays he never faw a 
more beautiful country, nor more lively profpe&s; the hills fo raifed up and down 
about the valleys; the waters winding into fuch various branches; the plains fo clear 
of brulh and Ihrub, and covered all with fair green grafs; the ground of hard land, 
and eafy for the march either for horfe or foot; the deer eroding in every path; 
the birds towards the evening finging on every tree a thoufand fcveral tunes, with 
cranes and herons, of white, crimfon and carnation, perched along the river-banks; 
the air refrelhed with gentle eafterly breezes, and every ftone they (looped to take 
up, promifmg either gold or filver by its complexion. His company, at their re¬ 
turn, brought feveral of thofe ftones home, which they rather found coloured out¬ 
wardly like gold, than any of that metal fixed in them ; for thofe who had lead 
judgment or experience, kept only fuch as glittered, and would not be perfuaded 
but they were rich, bceaule they (hone; and thereby bred an opinion that all the 
reft were no better. Yet fome of thofe ftones Raleigh (hewed afterwards to a Spa¬ 
niard of the Caraccas, who told him it was El Madia; del Oro, that is, the Mother of 
Gold, and that the mine was farther in the ground : he received alfo many other 
informations from thefe people, fome of which, however, feemed to border upon 
thofe fabulous accounts delivered by antiquity, but always (ufpected by men of fenfe; 
which Raleigh reports, but with due caution. 

While he lay at anchor near the banks of the Caroli, he fpared no pains that were 
requifite to gain a thorough knowledge of the names and manners of the feveral Indian 
nations that lay farther within the country, which was all, in that refpecl, left in his 
power; there being many reafons which rendered his farther (tay improper, and his 
return to his fleet a point of abfolute nocellity ; for he had been now abfent above a 
month, had wandered in that (pace abow four hundred miles from the lea coafts ; and 
befides the winter was coming on very fait, and the greater river began to rife. Be- 
fides all this they had no inftruments with them to open mines; and if they ad¬ 
vanced farther, were to aft againft a numerous, civilized, and warlike people; fo that, 
having done more wirh a handful of people, and that too in fewer days than the 
Spaniards had been years in fearching for this country, he very wifely refolved to 
fubmit to nefeeflity, and feek the (horteft way back to his (hips. Yet as he re¬ 
turned to the eaft, he (pent fome time in difeovering the river towards the fea, 
which he had not furveyed, and which he thought alio neceffary fo do; in a day’s 
time he arrived again at the port of Morequito ; for, gliding down the dream, he 
went without labour, though againft the wind, little lefs than one hundred miles a 
day ; when he came to anchor, he was very delirous of farther conference with old 
Topiowary, who foon came with a multitude of his people flocking down to Raleigh’s 
tent upon the Ihore, loaded with prefents. 

When the old King was refrelhed, and the croud retired, Raleigh, by his interpreter, 
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entered into a long conference with him, telling him, that as both the Epuremei and 
the Spaniards were his enemies, the one having conquered Guiana already, and the 
other endeavoured to get it from both, he defxred to be inHrutted, both in the beft 
way to the golden parts of‘Guiana, and the cHlized towns of the Inca. The King 
anfwered, he could not perceive Raleigh meant to proceed to the great city of 
Manoa, becaufe neither the feafon of the year, nor the ftrength of his company, 
would enable him; for he remembered that in the plains of Maqureguarai, the firfl 
town of Guiana, where all the gold plates were made which were fcattered over the 
neighbouring nations, and above four days journey from his own, three hundred Spa¬ 
niards were deftroyed who had no friends among the borderers; he therefore advifed 
Raleigh never to invade the ftrong parts of Guiana without the help of all thofe na¬ 
tions which were their enemies. Raleigh alked, if he thought the company he had 
with him were fufficient to take that town ? The King thought they were, and of¬ 
fered to affilt him with alljiis borderers, if he would leave him a guard of fifty men 
upon his departure. 

But Raleigh, knowing if they fhould efcape the Guianians, the Spaniards, expett¬ 
ing fupplies, would repay upon him his treatment at Trinidada, very plaufibly excufed 
himfelf. Hereupon the King defired he would forbear him and his country at this 
time; fcfr if the Epuremei fhould know he had given Raleigh any aid or intelligence, 
he fhould loon be overrun by them, nor could he avoid the Spaniards if they fhould 
return, who had before led hint, feventeen days, in a chain like a dog, till he paid a 
hundred plates of gold and feveral chains of fpleen-flones, for his ranfom; but if Ra¬ 
leigh would return in due feafon next year, he would engage all the borderers in the 
enterprise ; for that he could not more defire to make himfelf mailer of Guiana, than 
they to aflift him, having been plundered in their wars by the Epuremei, of their 
women, whom to recover, they would willingly renew the war, without hopes of far¬ 
ther profit; for the old King complained of it as a matter of grievous reflraint, that 
now they were confined to three or four wives apiece, who were wont to enjoy ten or 
a dozen, while the lords of their enemies had no lefs than fifty or a hundred ; but they 
feem to have had a political reafon for this recovery, to flrengthen their alliance, and 
increafe their forces ; thofe frontiers having been much depopulated, between the fub- 
jetts of the Inca and the Spaniards. 

Raleigh, after farther confultation, finding it abfolutely improper either to leave 
any of his company, or to* attempt war upon the Epuremei till the next year, ap¬ 
plied himfelf now, only to learn how thofe people wrought thofe plates of gold, which 
were difperfed about, and how they divided it from the Hone. The King told him, 
that moll of their plates and images were not fevered from the flone •, but that, on the 
lake of Manoa, and many other rivers thereabouts, they gathered the perfett grains of 
gold, and, mingling a proportion of copper, the better to work it, put it in a great 
earthen pot, under which they increaled the fire by the breath of men through long 
canes faflened to the holes under the laid pot, till the metal diffolved, which then they 
call into moulds of Hone and day, and fo made thele plates and images; whereof 
Raleigh brought ^two forts into England, more to fliew the manner of them, than the 
value; for he gaVe. more pieces of gold of the twenty {hilling coin, with the Queen’s 
effigy upon them, among thefe people, to wear in honour of Her MajeHy, and to en¬ 
gage them in her fervice, than he received, fo little did he make his delign of gold 
known to them. He brought away with him, however, various famples both of the 
lpar and of the ore, which were fufficient to juHify his .reports of the riches of this 
country; and be iikewife brought with him the highefl teHimony that could well 
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be given him of the fincere love and entire confidence of the natives, fince old Topio- 
wari, one of the wifeft, and none of the leaft powerful, princes in that country, lent 
over his own fon Cayworaco into England, where he was baptized with much cere¬ 
mony by the name of Gualtero. On «the other hand. Sir Walter left behind him, at 
their own requeft, two of his c#mpany, viz. Francis Sperry who was an excellent 
draftfman, and undertook to defcribe, as he did, all the country very exactly; and 
Hugh Goodwin, a boy who waited upon Sir Walter, and who was to learn the lan¬ 
guages of the Indian nations, which he did to great perfection, but was unfortunately 
devoured by a wild bealt. 

After this, a cacique whofe name was Putoma, and another whofe name was 
Warapana, offered to conduct him to a gold mine, which they accordingly per¬ 
formed ; but the weather being extremely bad, Sir Walter was dcfirous to make as 
much halte back as it was pollible to his Ihips, which he accordingly did ; but when 
he found hhnfelf on the fea coaft, and in a manner at the cn,d of his labours, he met 
with a moft dreadful and dangerous florin, which drove them aimoft to their wits-end; 
and at length, in a dark night, and in the rnidlt of the temped, he quitted his 
galley, which he found amongft fhoals and lands, and in his boat thrull out to fea, 
with fo much good fortune, however, that the next morning, by nine o’clock, they had 
fight of the ifland of Trinidada, and rowing cautioufly under the Ihore, arriv'ed fafely 
at Curiapan, where their veflels lay at anchor. In all this tedious and furpriling expe¬ 
dition, wherein they went through fuch a variety of dangers, being always alike ex- 
pofed to the feverities of the weather, and to the attempts of their enemies, abfolutely 
wanting moft of the conveniencies, and frequently even the necell'aries ol life, except 
the negro devoured by the crocodile, he loft not fo much as a fingle man, which 
amazed the Spanilh governor Berreo to the higheft degree, who openly prolelled 
his admiration of Sir Walter’s conduct and courage, which fo vifibly furpalfed thole 
of all the Spanilh captains employed in this fervice, f rom Orellana down to hirt^elf. 

After a fhort ftay, to put his little fquadron in order, he failed from Trinidada 
on his return to England, and in his pafiage home, landed and burnt feveral of the 
Spanilh towns upon the coaft; and on the 13th of July he met with Captain Prefton, 
under Cape St. Antonio, in the ifland of Cuba ; and on the 20th of ,the fame month 
purfued his voyage to England, where he fafely arrived, his expedition being exceed¬ 
ingly applauded, in profe and verfe, by all the reputed wits of thole times. 

But it was not long before thofe who envied Raleigh began to circulate new 
calumnies, framed on purpofe to deprecitr * his difcovery. It is of fome confequence, 
even at this day, to examine anJ txpofe thefe lying ltories, becaufe they have moft 
unaccountably found fo great credit with the generality of mankind, that though they 
commend Sir Walter’s defign, as fuppofing it againft the Spaniards, yet they queltion 
his veracity with regard to the produce, value, and expediency of fettling Guiana, 
which is the reafon (at leaft it ought fo to be) why it was not afterwards attempted, 
when the importance of plantations were better underftood. The firft fuggeftion was, 
that this was a favourite fcheme, perhaps a pleafing vifion of Sir Walter Raleigh’s; 
and there was no reafon to yield implicit credit to any man’s dreams,.how wife and 
learned foever. It is really itrange, how far fuch foolilh infiniwtions as thefe pre¬ 
vail, and how bafely mankind repay the greateft fervices that can be done them. 
When Colon opened his fcheme in Portugal, it was reputed a mete fancy and a 
contrivance to gain employment; when Fauftus invented printing, he was treated by 
foibe as a conjurer, and by others the art was condemned as prejudicial to the book- 
fcriveners ; and at the time Harvey taught the circulation of the blood, he was aimoft 
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generally run down ; and that, according to the phyficians of thofe times was treated 
as a ridiculous fi&ion, which is now regarded as the very foundation of the art of phyfic. 
The truth feeins to be, that what is pervaded and clearly comprehended by a firft-rate 
genius, is a mere cloud, vifion, or airy appearance, in the judgment of common men, 
who, either really forgetting, or affefting not to diltinguifli, this difference in capacities, 
would, have their judgments take place, and the ignorance of the many rather reputed 
wifdoin than the i'entiments of a fmgle man ; and thus, between folly and arrogance, 
the advantages which might be drawn from fuch high and rare fpirits, if due diftinc- 
tion were made, are abfolutely loft, and the difcoveries in the world of lcience (always 
achieved by fuch men) poltponcd for ages. Sir Walter Raleigh was aware of this, 
which induced him to take fo much pains in tracing the knowledge of the Spaniards, 
and in making what they knew, and had endeavoured on this fubjett, public, by which 
he thought he plainly proved this was no invention of his, but only an improvement 
on the notions of other men. He obferved likewife, that the French, at the very lime 
he attempted it, had a view to this difeovery ; and, it is very certain, that fince his 
time. Count Pagan recomm'ended fuch a fettlenient to Cardinal Richelieu, fo that the 
calling this a whim of Sir Walter’s, as many did then, who are believed ; now is to 
talk childifhly and ignorantly on a very important fubjech 

The irt'xt infmuation was, that there was no fuch thing as gold duft, gold plates, 
or gold mines there, bur that all was mere invention, calculated 1o recommend the 
project. To this Sir Walter oppofed three reafons, each of which was a fair and 
full anfwer, and indeed wholly deftroyed the objection. For firft, he (hewed from 
the fituation, it was impoftible this country ftiould not be rich, as having New Grenada 
on one fide, Peru* at its hack, and in that climate which affords the richeft mines of 
gold and filver in America; to which, we rnav add, the difeovery of the Brazil trea¬ 
sures unknown in his age. He next pleaded the authority of the Spaniards; and that 
with refped, not to opinions only, but as to fads; for he annexes to his voyage cer¬ 
tificates of confiderable quantities of gold, which they had drawn from that country, 
and which made them fo eager to difeover it fully. This too has been confirmed by 
Father D’Acughna, and other writers, fince his days, who very pofitively maintain the 
very fame thing. He lallly urges his own uclual experience, producing very ample 
Ipeeiniens of gold ore from thence. Upon Come doubt whether the (tones by him 
produced were gold ore or not, he caufed them to be examined by refiners. From 
fume, Mr. Wdtwood, who* lived in Wood-ftreet, drew at the rate of twelve or thir¬ 
teen thoul’and pounds a ton ; (nine, tried by Meflrs. Bulmar and Dimock, held after 
the rate of twenty-three thouland pounds a ton, and l'ome, examined by Mr. Palmer, 
comptroller of the mint, and Mr. Dimock, held alrrtoft twentv-feven thoufand pounds 
in a ton. Yet after all this, another queftion was darted, whether Raleigh did not 
carry this gold from Africa as well as bring it from Guiana; to which he anfwered, 
that from the very mines in that country, he helped to dig it himfelf, though with no 
fitter inftrument than his dagger. 

Another head of calumny was, that he chiefly aimed at attacking and plundering 
the Spanifh tqwns upon the coafts; and that thefe were in reality Raleigh’s gold 
mines in Guiana.* Jim this was fo far from the truth, that one principal reafon, 
which Kir Walter afligns (or fixing here, was, that the Catholic King had neither any 
right to, or poflellion of, this ‘country. It is alfo mod evident from Sir Walter’s 
own accounts, that, except at San Jofeph in Trinadada, he took nothing in the places 
which he plundered in that country, and from this very inftance he recommends 
planting rather than privateering. On the whole, therefore, this affair has been inif- 
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taken from firft to iaft: Sir Walter’s propofal was wife and well-founded; his defec¬ 
tion of this country true and very exa&, his expectations, though fanguine, perfectly 
well grounded; and his own voyage a very pregnant proof that fuch an eftablilhment 
is highly practicable. If any fhould enquire what views 'i have in labouring this topic 
lo much, I Ihall fairly anfwer, many: I thought the nature of my fubjeCt led me to it; 
I conceived that Sir Walter’s memory demanded this piece of juftice; and I remem¬ 
bered that we are at war with Spain, Guiana ftill unfettled ; and that we may, as the 
phrafe once was, “ take and hold.” 

, 15. We are now to fpeak briefly of fuch other tranfaCtions under the reign of this 
great Princefs, as may contribute to explain fome paffages in this chapter, and fet what 
follows in a clear light. She encouraged privateers immediately after her coming to 
the crown, as the molt effectual means of raifing a fleet in a fhort time; but when flic 
found this end anfwered, fhe brought that practice under due regulations. She was 
extremely careful in giving all poflible encouragement for difeoveries, and it was with 
this view that fhe promoted, as we fhall fee hereafter, feveral enterpizes for finding out 
a paffage to the Eaft Indies, by the north-eaft and by the north-weft. The Ruflia 
trade fhe encouraged; and her conduct in refpect to that nation was fuch as railed her 
credit in thofe parts of the world, to the higheft degree that can be imagined. The 
King of Sweden was fo charmed with what fame reported of the Queen, that he put 
hiinfelf into the number of thofe who were fuitors to her for marriage. The King of 
Demark afked her leave to tranfport com through the narrow feas, which, to fliew her 
dominion over them, Ihe once refufed; and the Hanfe Towns having prefumed to fend 
a fleet through them without her leave, fhe feized and confifcated their (hips; as for 
the Dutch, they more than once offered to fubmit themfelves to her government, and 
in the moft public manner acknowledged that they owed the recovery of their liberty 
to her fuccour and protection; but fhe was wife enough to forefee, that as they grew 
in power they might alter their notions, and flic took care to provide againfl this, by 
procuring the keys of Holland and Zealand to be put into her hands, by which means 
fhe was able to lock up their commerce, and naval force, at her pleafure. 

She kept France in great awe, even when it was governed by Henry IV., the vvifeft, 
braveft, and beft monarch of the houfe of Bourbon. She ruined the naval power of 
Spain, then the moft formidable in Europe, and under the direction of a Prince whole 
abilities were equal to every thing but his ambition: flie encouraged expeditions to the 
Weft Indies, as long as they proved beneficial to her fubjeCts; and when they ap¬ 
peared to be no longer fo, fhe very prrdently reftrained them. It was under her 
reign, that the Englifh firft attempted the paffage into the South Seas by the 
Streights of Magellan; which proved of great confequence, not only in that part 
of the world, but affo in opening a way to the Eaft Indies, as we have already 
fhewn in the former parts of this work, to which thofe paffages properly belonged. 

She brought, by affording the means of employing them, the building of fhips 
into ufe, and by degrees to great perfection, which was of infinite benefit to the na¬ 
tion, and at the fame time delivered us from the heavy inconvenience of hiring veffels 
from foreigners whenever the public occafions demanded a large fleet j but moft of 
thefe things (though incident to my purpofe) have been already infilled on by others, 
and therefore I am content barely to mention them, that I may have room to mention 
fome other things of no lefs importance, though not fo much attended >to. We have 
fhewn how wretched a fituation things were in at the beginning of her feign, and how 
fuddenly and how effectually Ihe changed the face of our affairs; and we have in fome 
meafure pointed out the manner in which this was done; but there remain fome 
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other points worthy the reader’s confideration, which 1 fhall next handle with all 
imaginable brevity. 

Queen Elizabeth taught all her fubje&s induftry and application by her perfonal 
conduft; fhe was conftantly attentive to every branch of her government; knew ex¬ 
actly what was done, what might be done, and what was omitted; (he underftood 
moft things herfelf, and what flic did not underhand, fhe committed to the in- 
fpedion of fuch as were reputed to be belt acquainted with them; fhe was 
flow in refolving, and quick in execution; fhe heard all that could be faid for, or 
againfl. Sir Francis Drake, before flic went on board his fliip, or gave him any pub ¬ 
lic marks of her favour; but afterwards fhe would never permit his conduct to be 
cenfured. 

She was iparing in her honours, becaufe fhe was refolved to ufe them as re¬ 
wards ; and fhe knew that in order to this it was requifite they fhould not become 
cheap; fhe never employed any but capable minifters ; for fhe had men for fhew 
and men for lervice; and in nothing demonftrated her great capacity more than 
in her choice of fervants. ’ Secretary Walftngham, and after him Secretary Cecil, 
had the department of the marine, and both underftood it well, fo that who¬ 
ever applied to them, was to make out the reafon and probability, as well as the pro- 
fitablcnefs of his project. This produced the many excellent pieces which are pre¬ 
ferred in Hackluit, particularly Sir Humphrey Gilbert’s difcourfe of the north-weft 
paffage, Sir George Peacham’s benefits of Weftern planting, with Mr. Harriot’s ac¬ 
count of Virginia, and many fuch things. By this means a fpirit of ufeful know¬ 
ledge was promoted and kept up ; all things were thoroughly fifted before encou¬ 
ragement was given, and due regard had to what fucceeded, to what did not, and 
to the reafon and caufcs of both. 

She took fomc fhare of moft expeditions of confequencc, as well to keep up the 
fpirits of thole concerned, as in cafe any good prizes were made, that the public might 
have its part, in which we find her always ftrict, and fometimes a little fevere: 
but with all her frugality and good management in this r el pod, fhe found war 
an expenfive and ruinous thing, which demanded conftant and great fupplies, bring¬ 
ing in but flowly and inconfiderably. She \-as the better able to dilcern this, be¬ 
caufe flie took care to have the treal'ury books as regularly kept as thofe of a merchant, 
whence fhe was very well able to tell how far her revenues anfwered her expences, 
in what articles her cxcefibs were incurred, and even the lofs and gain on par¬ 
ticular expeditions ; as for inftance, that of Cadiz, or Calcs, reputed the mofl for¬ 
tunate in her long reign, which neverthelefs coil fixty-four thoufand pounds more than 
it brought in. The balance, in this refpect was always againit her, notwithflanding 
the vaft found her prizes made in the world ; for according to a minute of an account 
made up by the famous Lord treafurer Burleigh, from the thirtieth to the thirty-fourth 
year of her government, it appears, that the bare expence of the navy amounted to two 
hundred feventy-five thoufand, feven hundred and fixty-one pounds, and all received 
by prizes within thofe years, which were the moft profperous in that refpeft of 
the whole Sppnifh war, came to no more than fixty-four thoufand and forty-four 
pounds. * 

Yet, confidering what mifehief was done the enemy, how much his commerce 
was embarrafl'ed, his merchants ruined, his credit leffened, and his power decrealed, 
there was no great caufe to repine ; and in truth, we no where find the Queen did 
fo, but fhe always endeavoured to put her nobility upoi\ fuch enterprizes, as well 
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to keep them employed, as to throw a part of the expence upon fuch as fne judged 
were much more able to afford it than the common people. 

But there was another great and ufeful died which flowed from this affiduous care 
in the Queen, and this generous conduct in her nobility,’ and that was, the eftablifhing 
a juft regard for public fpirit. It was the mode in her days, to do every thing with a 
view to the welfare of the date, and it was impollible for any man to make a figure at 
court, or to appear with dilfindion in his country whole adions as well as words 
did not difeover fomewhat of the patriot. Some ol the nobility ferved in Holland, 
to learn the trade of war, at the fame time that they contributed to break the power 
of Spain, and to raife the Englilh reputation for courage, fteadinefs, and other mi¬ 
litary virtues. The Earl of Efl'ex, and other men of quality, ferved the Queen at fea 
in various expeditions of great importance. Others again, fuch as the Earl of Cum¬ 
berland, embarked in particular enterprizes at their own expence; and by this means, 
after the formidable invafion in 1588, the King of Spain found himfolf fufficiently 
employed at home, and perceived, when it was too late, that he had wafted the 
blood and treafure of all his kingdoms to raife up two new powers in Europe, viz, 
England and Holland, which neither he nor his fucceflors would be able to cope 
with. 

But the Queen and her miniltcrs, when the dangers of war were thus? removed 
or kept at a diftante, knew how to divert the fame fpirit to other good and lalutary 
purpofes. In former reigns there had been little care taken to explore the riches oi 
this kingdom; but now every part of it was examined, and every kind of improve¬ 
ment fet on foot. The lord treafurer fent for feveral Germans over, who were 
employed in erecting iron works, in difeovering and working lead mines, and in 
making faltpetre. We formerly exported mod of our commodities raw and un¬ 
wrought, but now the perfecution in the Low-Countries furnifhed us with multi¬ 
tudes of able workmen in every branch of the woollen manufactory, who had all ima¬ 
ginable encouragement given them, and with very confiderable privileges were fettled 
in different parts of the kingdom, more efpecially at London, Norwich, Colchefter, 
and Canterbury. The like care was taken with reiped to other trades, and this was 
attended with fuch fuccefs, that whereas in the beginning of the Queen’s reign we 
bought our artillery abroad, towards the end of it we furnifhed all Europe with 
ordnance ; fo that at length it grew a queftion, whether it might not be requifite 
for the public fafety, to put a ftop to the exportation of ii'on cannon. 

There was now fcarce a fellion of arliament held in which there were not ads 
parted for promoting new branches of trade, or for preferring or regulating the 
old; and though it may be, ami I believe is, true, that i'ome of the laws then made, 
have become in procefs of time rather dangerous and delirudive than profitable or 
advantageous to commerce, yet certainly they were made with a good intent; and 
we have reafon to believe were well enough fuited to thole times, fo that we have 
no reafon to cenfure thole who made; them, on account of the inconveniencies they 
produce, but ought rather to blame ourfelves lor not repealing them. By thele 
fteps the face of things in this country was quite changed : inftead of fieing ferved by 
the Venetians and Genoefe, with all the commodities of the Kart, \ve brought them 
home ourfelves, and even furnifhed them to others; inftead of fullering all our do- 
meftic trade to be managed, as formerly, by Germans and other foreigners, we began 
to fettle fadories abroad, and there was hardly a nation in the known world, with 
which, before the death ojj this Queen, we had nor lbme correlpondeuce. 
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Yet inftead of fetting down quietly with thefe acquifitions, ami falling into a no¬ 
minal trade amongft ourfelves, like the modern Itock-jobbing ; we were then continu¬ 
ally contriving and executing new fcliemcs, either for improving our country or ex¬ 
porting its produce; our people, even then, began to think the trading world too 
narrow for them, and admired nothing fo much as finding out new markets, where 
goods always fell belt, where novelty and variety often procure high prices even for 
indifferent commodities. We need not at all wonder, therefore, that in thefe times 
there were men of fuch extenfive abilities produced, as feemed to grafp the whole 
circle of commercial knowledge ; fuch as Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Robert Dudley, S,r 
Thomas Grelham, and many others; fome of whom have left us treatifes in this way, 
that are both read and admired in more enlightened times. We may therefore lately 
pronounce, that the feeds of all our traffic, which have iince fo happily come up, and 
from which the nation has reaped fuch mighty profits, were fown in this reign, and 
cultivated when they needed cultivation molt, by the royal hand of the matchlefs 
Elizabeth ; the mother of her fubjetts, the terror of her enemies, and the benefactor 
of polterity. 

16. We are now to take a view of the ftatc of Englifh affairs in regard to America, 
at the dole of this Queen’s reign, when it will appear, that there was fcarcely any 
part of if, whether of the northern or fouthern continent, or iflands, with which we 
had not fome acquaintance ; though we had made no fettlements any w here. Drake 
and Candilh examined the whole backfide of America from fouth to north, and it ap¬ 
pears very clearly from Sir Richard Hawkins’s Hiitory of his own Voyage, that we 
were almolt as well acquainted with thofe countries as the Spaniards themfelves; this 
will appear lei’s ftrnnge, when it is obferved, that fome of our feanien being furprifed, 
others being lent alhore by their commanders, and feveral draggling when landed in 
parties, on particular deligns, fell into the hands of the Spaniards; and being lent from 
place to place, travelled through more countries than moll of the Spaniards that were 
lent thither by their government, < >r were driven thither by their neceflities, fome of 
whom coming home, related, and feveral of them, particularly Miles Phillips and David 
Ingram, wrote accounts of their adventures, as we lhall have occafion to Ihewin another 
place. 

By this means we gained very 'dear and dillincl deferiptions of the countries bor¬ 
dering on the limits of Magellan, of Chi'\ Peru, the bay of Panama, the feveral 
provinces of the kingdom of Old Mexico, iome knowledge of the New, and even of 
California : nor were we lefs acquainted with the other fide of the continent, as the 
reader may learn from the Englilh voyages of the firft chapter of this work, in which 
are contained very dillinft accounts of the moll fouthern parts, from the river of Plata 
to the mouth of Magellan’s Itraits. We have likewife a fufficienr knowledge of the great 
country ol Brazil, from Mr. Knivet, and other travellers; though it mull be allowed 
that they gave great fcope to their imagination, in what they have written, or at leall 
what is publilhed by Purchas, if it w'as by them written, upon this fubjeCt. As to 
Guiana, or the country of the Amazons, Sir Walter Raleigh, and Capt. Laurence 
Keymilh, whonj lie. lent thither foon after his return, have written as good deferiptions 
of them, if not bettqr, than any that are extant in other languages. 

As for the coalt, from the illand of Trinity up to Carthagena, it was the chiel 
feene of moll of our privateer ‘expeditions in this reign, fo that we had repeated 
relations ol all that was neceffary to make this part of the new world perfe&iy 
knowm. The remaining part of the coalt, as far as the* gulf of Honduras, was 
likewife explained and deferibed by feveral Englilhmen, who had vilified thole coalls, 
particularly Captain Barker ; and as for the bay of Mexico, it was often rel’orted to ; 
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but more particularly by Captain, (afterwards) Sir John, Hawkins, in the year 1568, 
at which time he fet on fhore David Ingrain, before-mentioned, at about one hundred 
and forty leagues weft-by-north from the cape of Florida. From thence he travelled 
with feveral other perfons of his company by land, to with'in fixty leagues of Cape Bre¬ 
ton ; where they found a paflage home by a French fhip, in 1369, and foon after their 
arrival, David Ingram, Richard Brown, and Richard Twede went to vifit Captain 
Hawkins, who had fet them on fhore, and related to him their adventures. I have 
been more particular on this head, becaufe this Ingram has given the cleared account 
of any man concerning the north-weft paflage, as the reader will fee hereafter in 
its proper place, where I fhall give his account at large. The remaining part of the 
coaft of North America, from the cape of Florida to the utmoft extent of the conti¬ 
nent northward, was examined by feveral of our feamen, as appears by what has 
been already faid in this fe&ion, and will farther appear from the account we are 
yet to give of fome voyages that were made in the iaft years of the Queen, and 
which 1 thought proper to referve for this place. 

The firft of thefe, in order of time, is the glorious expedition of Captain William 
Parker of Plymouth, who undertook, at the expence of a few private perfons, an en- 
terprize againft the Spaniards, in which he was accompanied by Captain Giles and 
Captain Ward, land officers ; and by the Captains Fugars, Loriman, Afhty, and fe¬ 
veral other gentlciinen as volunteers, which, all circuinltances confidercd, will appear 
one of the hardeft undertakings, as well as one of the moft fuccefsful, in that reign, or in¬ 
deed'ever attempted by our own nation or any other of which there remains an account 
in hiflory. This fquadron of his conftfted but of three linall barks, fcarce equal in 
ftrength to a fifth-rate man of war ; of thefe the Prudence, Riled the Admiral, was of 
the burden of one hundred tons, and a hundred and thirty men, commanded by Mr. 
Parker hiinfelf; the Pearl, vice-admiral, of fixty tons, and fixty men, Captain Robert 
Rawlins commander; the Pinnace of twenty tons and eighteen men. They failed in 
November 1601, and off the fbuth cape had the misfortune in a violent guff of wind 
to lofe their pinnace with all her men but three; fleering their courfe from thence to 
the iflands of Cape Verd, they landed one hundred men, and took one of them called 
St. Vincent, with a town of the fame name ; and, after having given the fpoil of it to 
the foldiers, fet fire to the place. Hence they haled over to the coaft of the con¬ 
tinent, and coming to La Rancheria, or Pearl Fifhery, in the fmall iflarul Cu- 
bagua, they there found the governor of Cutnai.a, with*a fmall company of foldiers. 
This did not difeourage them from lam -: ng, and though at full they were received 
with great warmth, they got at iaft the better of them, and took the place with fe- 
ver.d prifoners, barks, and boats, all which they ranfomed for the value of five 
hundred pounds, which was paid them in pearls. 

They failed from thence directly for Cape de la Vela, where they took a great 
Porluguefe fhip of 250 tons, coming from Angola and Congo, and bound for Car- 
thagena ; which, having little of value in her except three hundred and feventy ne¬ 
groes, they ranfomed for five hundred pounds. After this they went to the ifland 
of Cabecas, where they embarked one hundred and fifty of their rm;n in two fmall 
pinnaces and tw r o fhallops, and failed to the Baflimentos, wlipre they landed, and 
picking up fome negroes for their guides, with their boats and pinnaces, they en¬ 
tered the river of Puerto Bello the 71 h of February T 602 j it being*moon-light the 
watch difeovered them at their firft entrance into the haven, and haled them by the 
ftrong caftle of St. Philip*; in which were thirty-five brafs guns, and foldiers enough 
to manage them. JJaving fome on board who lpoke the Spanifh tongue, they pre¬ 
tended they were Spaniards coming from Carthagena. 
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The officer of the caftle bid them come to anchor, which they did, but about an hout 
after Captain Parker gave them the flip with his two boats and above thirty men, leaving 
the pinnaces at anchor before; the caftle. With this force he went directly to the fuburb 
ofTriana, and, though the alarm was given, landed his thirty men, and letting it on fire 
left it burning, and inarched into the great and rich town of Puerto Bello. As foon 
as he entered, he marched directly to the King’s treafury, where he found a guard of 
foldiers drawn up to receive him, with two brafs field pieces on their carriages; the 
fight was long and obflinate, and Parker had loft the belt part of his men, when Cap¬ 
tain Fugars and Captain Loriman, who commanded the pinnaces, hearing the none, 
came timely to his relief, with one hundred and twenty men. This afliftance foon 
turned the fcale, and the Spaniards began to, think of fecuring themfeives by flight; 
a good number of them got into the King’s houfe, which they defended very re- 
l'olufely for four or five hours; but at length the Englifh became mailers of that, 
as well as of the whole town. They found but ten thoufand ducats in the trea¬ 
fury, though there were often fix millions in it; and if they had been feven days 
1’uoner they would have found one hundred and twenty thoufand, which had been 
embarked in two frigates for Curthagcna. 

The fjjoil of the town, which in money, plate, and merchandize was confiderable, 
was by Captain Parker given to the foldiers. But two frigates, which he took far¬ 
ther up the-river, he carried away with him; after having kepi poll'd lion of the 
town two days, Captain Parker generoufly (pared it with its churches, buildings, 
and forts from burning; and releafed the priioners, among whom were Don Pedro 
Melandez, the governor, the King’s fecretary, and feveral perfons of quality, with¬ 
out ranfom; fatislied with the honour of having taken with a handful of men, in 
fo little time, and with fo inconfiderable a lofs, one of the find! towns the King 
of Spain had in the Wert Indies. His rcalbn for this was to give the Spaniards 
an example of civil and generous deportment towards their enemies; and the go¬ 
vernor he releafed, becaule he had fought fo bravely, having received eleven wounds 
in the aition. 

The town had at this time two churches, fix or feven fine flreets, three fmail 
forts on one fide, befides the great cable of St. Philip; all which the\ might have 
demolifhed, and have left the whole a heap of ruins. During their itay in the town 
ihey hail not the leaft diftyrbance from any forces of the Spaniards, nor any alarm 
given; only as they were failing away the enemy began to appear, but it was only 
to exchange a few bullets, and to take leave of each other from the mouths of their 
great guns. Thus Captain Parker returned fafelv home with much honour, and 
not without realbnable profit; and not only our own, but Spanilh writers {peak 
of his expedition in very honourable terms. 

I’ll e next year fomc of the Virginia company refolded to fit out a vefTel for that 
country, and accordingly made choice of Captain Bartholomew Gofnold for their 
commander, who had been formerly there. lie failed from Falmouth on the sfiili 
of March 1602, in a linall veil'd, and no more than thirty-two perlbns on board, of 
whom it was propoled that twelve fhould ftay behind and form a fettlement, in cab- 
lie fhould meet with any place which he fhould judge convenient for that piu- 
pofe. This Captain Gofnold was an excellent mariner, and therefore he did not go 
the former cowrie, but a much fhorter one; and on the nth of May he arrived 
in the latitude of forty-two degrees and fome few minutes, among the iflands, forming 
the north fide of Mailachufet’s Bay, in New England ; where, not finding the conve- 
niencies he defired, he fet fail again ; and when he thought Ik; had got dear of the 
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land, he fell upon the bay of Cod, now part of New England. He went afhore on 
a fmall uninhabited ifland, which he called Elizabeth Ifland, and on another ifland, 
which he named Martha’s Vineyard, where the natives had left fome marks of 
their habitations. Here fome of his company fowed Englilh corn, and faw it come 
up very kindly ; he built a little fort for his, and his mens’, fecurity, and traded from 
thence with the favages, to whom Europeans were no ftrangers; for the commander 
of the firft body of them that came to trade was drafted with waiflcoat, breeches, flioes, 
{lockings, hat, and all accoutrements befitting an Englifhman ; but his attendance had 
only deer-fkins about their fhoulders, and feal-fkins about their waifts; their hair was 
very long, and tied up with a knot behind; they were painted all over, but their na¬ 
tural fwarthy colour was eafy enough to ,be difeerned. 

On the north-weft fide of Elizabeth’s Ifland the captain found a lake of frefh water, 
about a league in circumference, and very near the fea; in the midft of which was an¬ 
other little ifland of about an acre of ground ; and this they, pitched upon as the mofl 
commodious place for building their fort above-mentioned, and they begun it accord¬ 
ingly. About this lake they found an infinite number of tortoifes, with feveral forts 
of fifh and fowl; fo that thofe who propofed to fettle there had a fair profpect of hav¬ 
ing provifions enough. They vifited the main land adjoining to this ifland, winch they 
found, in all refpe&s, as charming as meadows, groves, brooks, and rivers could make 
it. They had forfie communication with the Indians of the main land, who came and 
bartered with them for fome of their European rarities, and there was nothing hardly 
but what was fo to thefe people. The commodities they gave in exchange for knives 
and other toys, were beavers, lucains, martens, otters, foxes, conies, finds, deer, and 
fkins. The affairs of this plantation might have gone on very well, had all the 
planters been unanimous and eafy in their fettlement here; but they were intent upon 
their private interefls, and contrived to make only a profitable voyage. The captain 
laboured againit it, but to no purpofe; fo having gotten a large cargo of faffafras, 
cedar-wood, furs, and other good commodities, they fet fail for England. They left 
their little fort on the 18th of June, and they arrived at Plymouth the 23d da}- of July 
following, A. D. 1 602. 

What the confequences were of this voyage and difeovery will appear in the next 
chapter; and therefore wc- lhall pafs on to the la(t voyage, which we arc concerned to 
take notice of here; and that was made in the fame year ] 602, by one Captain Mace 
of Weymouth, fitted out by Sir Walter Raleigh ; and as the fliort account we have 
remaining ferves to correct all tfr.t ha. oeen laid by different authors upon this fub- 
jecl; and does a very Angular piece of juftice to the memory of Sir Walter, who 
might feetn to have abandoned thofe who went upon his faith to fettle in Virginia; I 
have judged it both reafonable and requifite to infert the whole paper here, with this 
farther obfervation, that Mr. Richard Hackluit received, as lie acknowledges, great 
afliftances from Sir Walter Raleigh, in compiling his excellent collection, and the 
papers of Mr. Hackluit falling, upon his death, into the hands of Mr. Samuel Pur- 
chas, he made fuch ufe of them as he thought fit, having by no means a capacity 
adequate to his undertaking ; and from his fourth volume, page 16 r}, 'wc tranferibe 
the account before mentioned, which feems to be no more than a •memorandum from 
a larger relation of the voyage to which it refers ; and which, if it had been given us 
at length in the manner that fuch things were given by Mr. Hackluit, would very pro¬ 
bably have furnifhed us with other curious particulars. As it is, thus it runs : 
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A brief Note of the fending another Bark this prefent Tear 1602, by Sir Walter Ra- 

leigh, for the fcarching oat of his Colony in Virginia. 

* 

“ Samuel Mace of Weymouth, a very fufficient mariner, an honeft, fober man, who 
had been at Virginia twice before, was employed thither by Sir Walter Raleigh, 
to lin’d thefe people which were left there in the year 1587 ; to whole fuccour he hath 
font five different times at his own charges. The parties by him fet forth performed 
nothing, fome of them following their own profit elfewhere, others returning with fri¬ 
volous allegations; at this lall time, to avoid all excule, he bought a bark, and hired 
all the company for wages by the month, who departed from Weymouth in March 
1602, fell forty leagues lrom the fouth-wellward of Hateralke, in 34 degrees, or there¬ 
abouts; and having there (pent a month, when they Ihould have come along the coall 
to feck the people, they did it not, pretending the extremity of weather, and lofs of 
fome principal ground-tackle, forced and feared them from feeking the port of Ha- 
teraike, to which they were lent. From that place where they abode, they brought 
faffafras, radix China, or the China root, benjamin, caflia lignea, and the bark of a 
kind of a tree more ftroiig than any fpiee as yet known, with divers other commodities, 
which lftreaftcr, in a large difeourfe, may come to light.” 

17. It may be very natural for the reader to think that l ought to have changed 
tile order of the two laft paragraphs, and that 1 fhould have concluded my account of 
the voyages to America, before 1 had drawn up a general view of fuch naval tranf- 
uclions as happened in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; but I dare affure him that 1 
conlidered this attentively, and that 1 quitted what I faw was the regular method, in, 
order to obtain what appears to me to be the great end of method, clearnefs, and being 
perfectly underltood. By drawing together the naval tranfaftions in the time of this 
famous Queen, I have fhewn how flic was occupied throughout the whole courfe of 
the government, fo as not to have it in her power to attend to the elfablilhment of 
colonies, which are a work of time, of leifure, and of recollection. Bur what the 
nature and circumflances of her adminilfration would allow' her to do for trade, lhe 
moll certainly did; and that lhe did it by fits and Harts, was owing not to any fault 
in her or in her minifters, but to the faults of the times, vdiich did not permit her 
to do it otherwife. This, js I have dilpofed the thing, will, to the reader, appear at 
lint fight to be the truth, becaule he will fee that in the latter part of her reign the 
delire of planting revived, and in the courfe of it all the different parts of America, 
fome from one motive, and fome from another, were vifited and difeovered. 

This 1 take to be the true itare of the matter; for though there are many wri¬ 
ters, who, in their general characters of that Queen, have aicribed to her the beginning 
of our plantations, yet undoubtedly they were therein either miitaken themielves, or 
delivered their fentiments in fuch a manner as occafioned their being miitaken by 
others. The glories of that period of time are fo many, and fo great, that they 
need no fallc colours to heighten them ; on the contrary, they are leffened thereby : 
lor when, upon, enquiry, it is found that part of them are mil’reprefented, it naturally 
leads people to doubt of the reft; and, as in all other cafes, fo here, flattery debates 
what it meant to exalt, and really lelFcns what it feems to extol. The bufinefs of 
planting is indeed highly advantageous; and 1 believe it will appear from the follow¬ 
ing chapters, that no nation has gained more by it than our own ; but then it is the 
bufinefs of peaceable and fettled times, when nations gtow full, and difeharges of 
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people become neceflary, which was not furely the cafe under this great Princcfs. 
The great and real excellency of her adminiftration confided in this, that fhe always, 
and in all things, conlulted the good of her people; and.the wifdom of her miniders 
is vifiblc chiefly from hence, that they did not obflinately purfue good things in l'eafon 
and out of fcafon, but chofe, as the circumdances of things directed, to do the bell 
for the nation that their fituation would allow. It was the opinion of feveral • great 
men in her time, and upon their authority it has grown to be a received and fettled 
notion fince, that the Queen went rather too far into the Spanifli war, and that her 
fubfeds would have been greater gainers, if Ihe had either avoided that war entirely, 
•or if Ihe had ended it fooner, which perhaps might be true. 

But after confidering, as maturely as it-is poflible for me to do, all that has been 
laid by Sir Robert Cotton and other able writers upon this fubjed, 1 am thoroughly 
convinced that the Queen acled upon right principles, and that Ihe began and con¬ 
tinued the war with no other view than the good of her people. I am at the fame 
lime, however, perfuaded that Ihe extended her views in tjiis refpeef, very far beyond 
her own times, and that fhe was fenfible enough {he might have ended the contcfl with 
Spain earlier, and with a profpect of much more quiet to herlelf, than to her dying 
day file enjoyed. But this was not the difpofition of Elizabeth ; ii it had, tfye whole 
turn of her condgct would have differed widely from what it was; and flic lacriliced 
willingly and knowingly the tranquillity of her own government, to fix the welfare of 
her fubjeefs upon a folid foundation. In this confuted the fllength of her mind and 
the greatnefs of her genius; whoever confiders her in another light will miftake her 
character. She faw plainly, that extenlive trade and fuperior naval force were things 
neceflary to the felicity of the inhabitants of this ifland ; but fhe taw- at the fame time 
that it was impoflible thefe fhould be attained, if the power of Spain was not deffroyed. 
This therefore became her fettled point, which, once gained, fhe knew the other muff 
follow, and therefore from this fhe never departed ; fhe w'as very fenfible that if the 
Spanifli povyer was once removed, the trade and naval force of this nation would have 
room enough to grow' and prolper, and then fore fhe refolved to remove it: fhe could 
not but know that this u'ould prove a work of great difficulty ; that it would expole 
her to a long and expenfive war abroad, and, which was work: flill, to., many commo¬ 
tions, plots, and confpiracies at home; but that did not at all move her ; file was bent 
upon doing what the fafety and well-being of the nation required ; and though fhe 
could not but forefee that the advantages fhe laboured to procure mull belong rather 
to pofterity, than to the people fhe governed, yet fhe refolved to hazard all things to 
procure them. 

This was her fyflem, vaft and extenfive in itfelf, big with difficulties and dangers, 
extremely liable to be mifunderftood, mifinterpreted, and mifreprefented; full of un¬ 
certainties, and requiring a great length of time, and a conflant feries of labours, to 
accomplifh it. If it had been poffible to have let fuel) a feheme as this before the 
eyes of a monarch of ordinary qualities and virtues, it would, without doubt, have 
raifed aflonifhment and terror; but to a mind like her’s, capable of looking through 
the miff of prefent events, and difeerning the face of things beyond them *, though few 
obftacles were hid, yet none feemed unfurmountable; the toil was«great, the journey 
long, the road extremely rough, and it was impoflible for her to know how far fhe 
fhould be able to proceed; but, however, fhe thought it neceflary to let forward, and 
though for a time things grew worfe and worfe, yet fhe knew that by perfifting they 
mu ft grow better and better.’ This refolution, this conftancy, this magnanimity, car- 
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ried her through all, and fhe had the great comfort of feeing before lhe died all the 
great ends accomplifhed, which, in the dawning of her government, her admirable un- 
derftanding had prefenfed to her view; and, like the fun, Hie fet when flic had accom¬ 
plifhed that round propofed at her rifing. 

We are told of Augultus, that he boafted of leaving Rome built with ftone, 
whereas he found it of wood only. Queen Elizabeth might have boafted of much 
greater things, and with much greater truth ; for lhe did not rife to empire through 
blood and ulurpation, but came to it by fucceflion, and with the acclamations of all her 
people : acclamations that were fure omens of fuccefs ; for without doubt there ne’er 
was a kingdom in a lower, meaner, and more dejected (late than this; when the crown 
was placed upon her brow, and her fubjeds could not have either joy or hopes, but 
what arofe from feeing it fixed there. She diofe for her motto, femper cadcm ; that is, 
always the fame; and 1 hope I have ftiewn what lhe meant by it. Her conduct is the 
evened that we meet with in hiitory ; (he met with many difficulties, but (he created 
none; (lie experienced misfortunes, but they were trials and not punifhments ; (he met 
with much profperity, but all vifiDly derived to her l y the blefling of God upon her 
wife endeavours. 

We will fupport a few of thefe particulars by facts. She found fcarce any navy; 
lhe left a great one. Sue found the government much in debt, and though pollibly 
her power might have borne ,ier out, if die hail expunged it; vet Jhe paid it, even to 
the pendons granted bv her father, to thole who were excluded from their monaltcries. 
She found her people poor and herfelf necvflitous ; yet (he fpared them till they grew 
rich ; and in the mean time grew rich herfelf, by managing frugally a very (mail re¬ 
venue ; for at the time die entered into the war with Spain (he had levcii hundred 
thoufand pounds in her coders. She fpent above two millions in the war. She lent 
the dates eight hundred thoufand pounds at different times, and half that dim to the 
French King, and yet die did not raife quite three millions upon her fubjeds. She 
law the inhabitants of her capful city doubled in her life-time, as appears from the 
computations, publiihed by Sir William Petty. She found the cultoms producing no 
more than tiiirty-dx thoufand pounds per ennum ; fhe left them worth more than 
double that fern, without heightening of divies. At the time of her nccelhon there 
were fcarce any* Englifh merchants in England ; but before iter dead; du re were con- 
ddcrable traders in every port of England. It is very tre-, mat at the death of Queen 
Elizabeth our commerce was very trilling, to what it is; but it is no lei's certain, 
that if fhe hau not lived, our commerce would have fallen very far fliort of what we 
find it. 

The next chapter will fully (hew that our great improvements were made in the 
two fucceeding reigns; hut, in this, we have made it evident, that no fuch improve¬ 
ments could have been made il this reign had not gone before them. It was in Queen 
Elizabeth’s time that the foundation of Englifh commerce was hud, though the luper- 
ftrudure was raifed in the days of King James and. King diaries. It was under her 
that our fhips viflted all parts of the known world. It was fhe that protected the 
Ruflia company; one of the 1110ft ufeful ever formed in this nation, and bevond com¬ 
panion the Beft’conftituted. She founded the company trading to the Eaft Indies; 
and, in a word, fhe*encouraged every branch of trade that had been opened before her 
time, projedod many, and made way for all. The room I had was much too little, 
to afford a juft account of all that we owe in this rofpeft to her memory, but 1 have 
made the beft ufe of it I could, and am only lorry that I could not make a better. 
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If what I have done expreffes my fenfe of the advantages derived to us, and which 
will defcend to our pofterity, from what Ihe and her minifters, who were truly fuch ; 
I mean the inftruments, and not the directors of their miftrefs, did, it will afford me 
great fatisfa&ion; for to praife Queen Elizabeth, with judgment, is a character l'uffi- 
cient to gratify the ambition of the inofl afpiring author, and to have attempted it is 
the greateft merit I dial I have to plead. 
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C,II A P T E R II. 

THE HISTORY OF THE DISCOVERIES, SET ELEMENTS, AND OTHER TRANS- 
• ACTIONS, OF THE ENGLISH NA TION IN AMERICA, 

FROM THE ACCESSION OF KING JAMES 1. TO THE RESTORATION. 

i. A fuccviii i'icw of the Slate of Affairs at the AcccJJion of King James; the Voyage.) 
of Captain Martin Fringe, ar,J of Captain Gilbert, to Virginia, and the Cunfe- 
c/uenci.. of their D/fcovcncs .— 2. The Earl of Southampton, anti Lord Arundel 
of Ward our, fend Captain Weymouth thither; his profperous Voyage, and the Patent 
granted by the King for creeling two Virginia Companies. — 3. The London Company 
ft out Captain Chrijh'pher Newport •with a /mail Squadron, who fettles a Colony at 
James Town in Virginia, in 1607, and the -v,.rion> unlucky Accidents that hefel this 
Colony. — 4. Tin y defert James Town, embark for England, and arc met at the Mouth 
of Chcfapcal- Bay by Thomas Weft, Lord de la War, who carries them back, rcfettlcs 
the fit, and effaJua/ly fccurcs this valuable Cl .entry to the Crown of Great Britain. 

— 5. A Jhort Diferip/ion of this Colony, _//>• .ring it.) /everal Advantages, the Nature 
of its Trade, and its great Confeejuenee to this Nation. — (>. The firjl Attempts of 
the frond, or North Virginia Company, to fettle within the Bounds '[their Grant, and the 
Difficulties and Difouragements they met with in tbofc Attempts. — 7. The Colony is at 
tail fettled, imder the Direction of the famous Captain Smith, and the Country named 
by Prince Charles (afterwards Charles I.) New England. — X. A funnel A1 taunt of 
the 'Tranfictions in this Colony, from its Ejlablfihmnit to the Reft oration. — 9. The 
Situation, Climate, Soil, Produce and Trade' of New England, briefly repref nted, and 
the Importance of 1 his Colo. tv fet in a true Light .— 10. The Difeovery and fir(l 
Settlement of the Bermudas, or Summer {/lands, with fame Account of them before they 
came into our Pof eft am .— 11. A Jhort De fieri plum of (ha/e I/lands, with an Account 
of their Commodities, and their Trade to England and to the Plantations .— 12. The 
Difeovery of Hud/on's Bay, and the Countries in America, to which the Names of New 
North Wales, and New South Wales, were given by the firjl Difcovercrs .— 1-5. The 
Recovery of Acadia, of- Nova Scotia, and the Hi/lory of this C untry within this 
Period, wherein is demon/lrated our clear and indubitable Right to the I/land of 
Cape Breton .— 14. The fevered Voyages to Guiana, down to the Death oj Sir Walter 
Raleigh, after his la ft Expedition thither, and an'Account of our Settlement at Surinam. 

— 15. A [sort Ace aunt of the firjl planting the rich and fruitful [/land of Barba does. 

— 16. The Hiftory of this advantageous Settlement d„wn to the Re/h,ration .— 17. The 
Situation, Climate, Soil, Produce, and incredible Advantages that have accrued to 
Great Britain from this Colony, which is proved to he the heft in the World .— iS. The 
Difeovery, Conqucft, and Settlement of St. Chri/lopher •, Nevis or Mevis, Mont- 
ferrat, &c .— 19. The Grant of the Province of Maryland to the Lord Baltimore, 
and the Settlement of that Country, with other Particulars relating to it within the 
Compafs of this Period. — 20. The Expedition by the J) ire A ion of the Protcflcr Crom¬ 
well, for 4 he taking Hifpaniola from the Spaniards, with the true Caufes of its Mif- 
earriage .— 21. The Hiftory of the Conqmjl and Settlement of the moft noble and moft 
important Jfland of Jamaica.— 22. A Jhort Defer iption, of the IJland, a View of the 
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vaji Profits derived to Great Britain from the Pojfejfion of it , and other Particulars . 
— 23. The Conclufion of the Chapter , with fome Remarks and Obfervations on the 
principal Events mentioned therein. 

< 

• 

1. AT the time of King James’s Acceflion to the Englifh throne, there were the 
xJL faireft opportunities offered for extending and fecuring the commerce of this 
ifland that could be wifhed; and therefore we need not be furprized at finding fucli 
vaft improvements made, and fuch mighty advantages gained to this nation, under a 
government that has not hitherto been reprefented in the faireft lights to the people. 
We mult, howe'ver, obferve, that the peaceable temper of King James was of great ule 
to the trading part of his fubje&s ; for the power of Queen Elizabeth had railed luch 
a veneration in fome, and itruck fuch a terror into others, that there was fcarce any 
nation which did not willingly embrace the friendlhip of King James, and ofl'er him 
whatever terms could be thought molt fuitable to the commercial views of his lub- 
je£ts; which was extremely agreeable to the Englifh at that time, who began to enter¬ 
tain very true notions of trade; to fee its importance above all things, and to wifh for 
the means of promoting and extending it on all fides, to which they began to think a 
peace with Spain would not a little contribute. At the time of the Queen’s deceale 
there was a fleet preparing under the command of Sir William Monfon, intended for 
the Spanilh coaft ; for it was a wife and juft policy in that Princefs, to keep the war at 
a diftance from her own dominions, to find her enemies work enough at home," and 
thereby prevent their difturbing any of her territories. But upon the acceflion of 
King James this fleet was countermanded ; and, it feems, not without reafon ; for the 
archduke, who was then governor of the Low Countries, thought lit to recall his let¬ 
ters of reprizal, and thereby opened a free trade between England and Flanders, a 
thing highly fatisfaclory to the merchants, who immediately reaped the benefit of it. 

There was likewife another defign on foot at the time of the Queen’s demife, which 
was the profecuting the difeoveries and trade to North America, in which feveral 
gentlemen and merchants of Briftol were concerned, and amonglt them the Rev. Mr. 
Hackluit, whom we have fo often mentioned ; and who, having a prebend in the cathe¬ 
dral church of Briftol, and having a great genius for promoting fuch enterprizes, was 
fixed upon to apply in behalf of himfelf, and the reft of the perfons concerned, to 
Sir Walter Raleigh, who was ftill looked upon as the proprietor of Virginia, in order 
to procure his licence for this trade. Upon his application to that worthy perfon, they 
received all the encouragement they cou 1 ! delire; for he not only granted them a 
licence under his hand and feal, but alfo made over to them all the profits which fhould 
arife from the voyage. 

After they were thus impowered, they raifed a joint flock of a thoufand pounds, and 
fitted out two fniall veffels, the one called the Speedwell, commanded by Captain Mat¬ 
thew Fringe, of the burthen of fifty tons, with thirty men and boys; the other a bark 
of twenty-fix tons, called the Difcoverer, commanded by Mr. William Brown, who 
had under him a mate, and eleven men and boys befides. Thefe veffels were victualed 
for eight months, and had a large cargo on board, confuting of all forts of goods that 
were thought proper for that country. They failed from King’s Road, near Briftol, 
on the 20th of March, 1683. Being hindered by contrary winds, they put into Mil¬ 
ford leaven, where they continued till the 10th of April following, and then continued 
their voyage. The rout they took was by the Azores, and they arrived without any 
remarkable accident on the coaft of North America, in the latitude of 43 degrees ; 
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and, after having examined the coaft, on which they found nothing for their purpofe, 
they failed on fouth-weft in fearch of that part of the country where Capt. Gofnohl 
had been. 

At length they found, in* the latitude of 41 degrees and fome few minutes, a very 
convenient bay, to which they gave the name of Whitfon’s Bay, in honour of Mr. John 
Whitfon, who was then mayor of Brfftol. Here they landed, and cut a good quantity 
of fafiafras, and carried it on board ; but, left they fhould be furprized in the woods by 
the natives while they were at work, they eroded a little fort or redoubt, wherein they 
left their effects, and four or five men to guard them, while the reft.were at work. 
The natives came and trafficked with the Englilh, forty or fifty in a' company, and 
fometimes upwards of an hundred, who eat and drank, and were very merry with our 
adventurers ; efpecially when they obferve'd a lad in their company playing upon a 
guitar, they would get round about him, and, taking hands,.dance twenty or thirty in 
a ring, after the American manner. 

Our teamen obferved, that the natives were more afraid of two maftift-dogs they 
carried with them than of twenty men; and when they defigned to get rid of their 
company, they let loofe one of thefe maftiffs; whereupon the natives would ffiriek 
out, and run away to the woods. But it is probable this ufage, and the eroding a 
fortification in their country, made the Indians at length look upon the Englilh as their 
enemies: for our adventurers inform us, that a party of Indians «atne and furrounded 
their fort a few days after, when moll of them were abfent, and would probably have 
furprized it, if the captain of the (hip had not fired two guns, and alarmed the work¬ 
men in the woods, who thereupon returned to the relief of the fort. 

The Indians pretended indeed they had no hoftile intentions, but our people never 
cared to truft them afterwards : and the day before the Englilh embarked, the natives 
came down again in great numbers, and fet fire to the woods where they had cut the 
fafiafras; which, it is probable, was defigned to let the Englilh know they would pre- 
ferve nothing in their country which fhould invite fuch guells to vifit them again ; for 
no doubt the great guns and fire-arms had rendered the Englilh very terrible to them, 
as well as their dogs. The account thefe people gave of the country and the inhabi¬ 
tants was, as might very well be expeded, much the fame with what had been given 
before by Captain Golhold, and thofe who had failed with him into thofe parts, and 
therefore we need not dwell upon the fubjed. Amongft other curiofities they brought 
back with them, the molt* remarkable was, one of the boats ufed by the inhabitants, 
made of the bark of a birch tree, fowed together with twigs, the feams covered with 
rofin or turpentine; and though it was feventeen feet long, four broad, and capable 
of carrying nine perfons, it did not weigh fixty pefunds. Thefe boats the inhabitants 
rowed, or rather paddled, with two wooden inftruments like to our bakers’ peels, by 
the help of which they went at a great rate. About the middle of June they had 
completed the freight of their bark, which they fent home before them into England. 
After her departure, they made all the difpatch they could in loading their own veffel; 
for which they procured a very valuable cargo of Ikins and furs, in exchange for the 
commodities they carried. On the 9th of Auguft they quitted the coaft of Virginia, 
and failed for England, arriving in the mouth of the Channel in five weeks; but meet¬ 
ing there, with contrary winds, they could not reach King’s Road before the 2d of 
Odober; bat they had the fatisfadion of finding that their bark was fafely arrived a 
fortnight before them. 

There was another attempt made the fame year, uppn the fame account, which, 
however, did not end fo fortunately. This voyage was performed by the Elizabeth 
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of London, a bark of fifty tons, commanded by Captain Bartholomew Gilbert, who 
had been the year before at Virginia with Captain Gofnold. They departed from Ply¬ 
mouth the ioth of May, and in their paffage traded at St. Lucia, Dominica, and Mevis, 
at the latter of which they cut about twenty tons of lignum-vitae. The third of July 
they fet fail from thence for the coaft of Virginia, and particularly for Chefapeak Bay, 
which Captain Gilbert was very defirous of failing to, that he might make fome en¬ 
quiry after the people near thofe parts. On the 25th they came near the mouth of 
that bay. 

But the wind blowing hard, with a high fea, though they beat about for two or 
•three days, they could not make it, and were obliged to bear more to the eafhvard. 
The 29th, being not far from fliorc, the captain with four of his bell men landed in 
their boat, and, being provided with arms, marched fome way up the country; but 
in this march, being fet upon and overpowered by the inhabitants, they were all killed ; 
and it was not without difficulty that the boat, with two young men who were left in 
her, reached the fhip again to bring the news. They, being now in all bur eleven 
men and boys in the {hip, were afraid to venture the lofs of’any more of their finall 
company ; and their provifions growing fhort, the maftcr, Henry Sute, who had 
taken the command, refolved, though they were in extreme want of wood and 
water, to return homewards, which they did, and arrived in the river of Thames 
about the end of September. 

The peace being concluded with Spain, in 1604, removed feveral obflacles that 
flood in the way of the Britifh trade; and at the fame time opened to our fhips a 
free accefs to many iflands, countries and ports, to which they had not before re¬ 
ferred ; which occafioned a great increafe in our exportations, and 'gave much en¬ 
couragement to fuch as were employed in the different branches of the woollen 
manufacture. As the bufinefs of fettling and planting on the northern continent of 
America, that too was laid open, by the attainder of Sir Walter Raleigh, which hap¬ 
pened at the beginning of this reign, on account of a plot, which appeared very im¬ 
probable then, and with refpect to him especially, very ridiculous ever iince. The re¬ 
ports made by thofe who were concerned in the three laft voyages being very favour¬ 
able to the country, and the profits made by them being very confiderable, induced 
feveral perfous of diflinclion to think ferioufly of promoting thefe difeoveries, inl'omuch 
that fome of the nobility refolved to engage in an undertaking of this kind. 

2. Accordingly Henry Wriothefly earl of Southampton, a'nd Thomas lord Arundel, 
of Wardour, refolved to fit out a fhip f > this expedition. This veffel was called the 
Archangel, and was commanded by Captain George Weymouth, an experienced and 
fkilful feaman, who failed on the lafl day of March, 1605, from Dartmouth, and met 
with nothing of confequence, till fuch time as they judged themfclves to be very near 
the coaft of Virginia; but the winds carrying them to the northward, in the latitude of 
forty-one degrees, thirty minutes, and their wood and water beginning to grow ex¬ 
tremely fhort, they grew very defirous of feeing land. By their charts they had reafon 
to expect it, and therefore bore direttly in with it, according to their inftrudtions, yet 
they found none in a run of almofl fifty leagues. After much expectation, on the 
16th of May, they obtained fight of an illand of no great confequence, and very woody 
along the fhore; but by the fruits they found, it appeared no barren nor defpicable 
fpot, more efpecially as there were ft reams of frefh water running down "the cliffs in 
great plenty, vail numbers of fowls, and fifh enough all along the fhore. This illand 
is now called Long Illand, an^l it was upon the eaftern parts of it they fell, to their 
great fatisfattion. From hence they could difeern a great many other iflands, and the 
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main land ftretching from the weft-fouth-weft, to the eaft-north-eafl. Several of the 
.Ulands adjoining to the continent they vifited, and found very full both of timber and 
fruit-trees, of feveral forts. 

Among thofe illands they met with a harbour, in which /hips of any burthen might 
lie, defended from all winds, in fix to ten fathom water, upon a tough clay ouze. 
This thpy called Pentecoft Harbour, becaufe it was about Whitfuntide they difcovercd 
it. The fir-trees, which were in great numbers on thefe iflands, yielded an exceeding 
fweet turpentine; and the middles which they found about the rocks, afforded fmall 
pearl in abundance, and feme that were large and orient; and the fhell of the!*- 
pearls on the infide refembled mother-of-pearl; but they wanted proper tackle to 
dredge for them, and therefore could not take any coniiderable quantity. The na¬ 
tives from the continent came oft in their canoes to trade with them while they lay in 
this excellent harbour, their commerce being much the fame as in former voyages, 
all forts of fkins and furs .in exchange for knives, beads, and fuch like trifles: and 
fo good chapmen were they at that time, that they would give the value of ten or 
twelve pounds in their goods', for five fliillings-worth of Knglifh iron ware. We fliall 
not enlarge on the manners, habits and cuftoms, fee. of the natives, which were the 
fame we have already feen. Their bows, arrows, and canoes, had nothing in them 
but what was common among other favages. Their tobacco-pipes were fometimes 
made of clay, and fometimes the claw of a lobfler only, but always *of a capacity to 
hold as much as ten or twelve of ours. 

They grew pretty familiar with thole people, but found, as others had done, that, 
amidft all their ipccious fhows of friendfhip, they were very treacherous, and fought 
every opportunity uf betraying them. Of this they had one very evident proof; 
when thole favages, having invited them on fhore to traffic, had very near drawn them 
into an ambulh of near three hundred men, armed alter their manner, with bows 
and arrows; but, they difeovered their treachery in time, and efcaped the Inure. 
But the mofl extraordinary dilcovery made in this voyage was that of a river, eflcemed 
by thofe who found it the molt beautiful in America. They went up it with their 
thips feveral leagues, and gave this account of it; that as it runs up the main, it keeps 
a good breadth for forty miles together, in moit places a mile, in lome three quarters, 
but never lei's than half a mile : i: flows fixteen or eighteen feet; at low water it is 
from fix to ten fathom deep ; it has abundance of harbours for fhips of all bur¬ 
thens, and will feeure rheiA better from wind and weather than any known in 
Europe. On both 'ides there are, at a fmall diflance one from another, many fine 
coves, fome of them capable of containing more than an hundred fail, where the 
ground is foft ouze, with a tough clay underneath foi* anchor-hold. Nature alfo has 
made feveral convenient places, like docks to grave and careen fhips of all bur¬ 
thens, and fccure them from all winds; the neighbouring land trends along on 
both fides in a fmooth line, and, inftead of rocks and ciifl's, is bordered with green 
grals, and tall trees of .different forts. After they had remained here about fix 
weeks, and during all that time carried on a very profitable trade with the’ natives, 
they thought o£ returning to England; with which view they hoifted fail June the 
1 6th, and arrived "that day month in fight of the I/and’s-end of England. 

This profperous voyage induced many perfons of high rank, and many more of 
great fortune, to defire to fee this new trade thoroughly eflablifhed, who applied 
to the crown for fuch legal authorities as were neceffary ; which defire of their’s was 
very foon complied with, and two companies formed for .fettling this large traft of 
land, which for the prefent was divided into North and South Virginia, and were fo 
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{tiled many years after. It was to this intent King James, by his letters patents dated 
the 10th of April, 1606, reciting that Sir Thomas Gates, and Sir George Summers, 
knights, and Richard Hackluit, clerk, prebendary of Wefttninfter, Edward Maria 
Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, and* Raleigh Gilbert, efquires, William Parker, and 
George Pophain, gentlemen, and divers others his loving fubje&s, had petitioned 
him for leave to fend colonies to Virginia, and fuch Other parts of America as 
either appertained to his crown, or which were not a&ually poffeffed by any other 
Chriftian prince or people, and lying between thirty-four and forty-five degrees of 
northern latitude, and within an hundred miles of the fea-coaft : and for the fpeedy 
accomplilhment of the faid plantation, intended to divide themfelves into two feveral 
companies, the one confuting of the adventurers of the city of London, who were 
defirous to fix themfelves between thirty-four and forty-one degrees of north lati¬ 
tude; and the other confifting of the adventurers of the cities of Briftol and Ex¬ 
eter, and the town of Plymouth, who were defirous tp fettle between thirty-eight 
and forty-five degrees on the coaft of Virginia in America. His Majefty, in order 
to promote fo noble a work, which might tend to the glory of God, by propa¬ 
gating the Chriftian religion among the infidels and favages, and bring them to 
humanity and civility, did gracioufly accept their petition, and for himfelf, his heirs 
and fuccefiors, did grant and agree, that the faid Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George 
Summers, RichUrd Hackluit, and Edward Maria Wingfield, adventurers of the city 
of London, and all others that fhould affociate with them, fhould be called the 
firft colony, and might begin their firft plantation at any place upon the faid 
coaft of Virginia, or America where they fhould think fit, between thirty-four 
and forty-one degrees of latitude; and fhould have all the lands, woods, rivers, 
ports, fifhing, and hereditaments whatfoever to the fame belonging and appertain¬ 
ing, from the firft feat of their plantation, for fifty miles either way along the 
coaft, north and fouth, and an hundred miles to the weftward, within land, with 
all the iflands over againft the faid coaft for the fpace of an hundred miles at fea; 
with all the lands, ports, rivers, harbours, fifhings, and mines thereunto belonging 
or appertaining; and liberty to plant, build and fortify therein; and that no other 
fubje&s of this crown fhould be permitted to fettle themfelves in the lands to the 
weftward of this colony without their leave. And his Majefty did grant to the 
aforefaid Thomas Hanham, Raleigh Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, 
of the cities of Briftol and Exeter* and the town of' Plymouth, in the county of 
Devon, and all others that fhould a fociate with them, that they fhould be called 
the fecond colony, and might begin their firft plantation upon the faid co&ft of 
Virginia, or America, where they fhould think fit between thirty-eight and forty- 
five degrees of latitude; and enjoy all the lands, ports, rivers, fifhings and here¬ 
ditaments thereto belonging, with the like extent of land and fea, from the feat 
of their plantation, as was granted to the firft colony. And it was provided, 
that the laid refpeftive colonies fhould not plant within the fpace of one hundred 
miles of each other; that each company fhould have a council, confifting of thir¬ 
teen perfons, in whom the government fhould be lodged, but limited by certain 
articles under the privy feal; they were impowered alfo ,to dig mines in and 
beyond their refpeftive limits to the weftward, paying the crown a fifth of all 
gold, and a fifth of all copper ore they fhould get; they were" alfo impowered 
to feize all fhips that fhould trade within their refpeftive limits; to coin money, 
raife forces for their defence, &c. 

3. The patentees firft named were commonly ftiled the London Company, find 
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thofe laft named the Weftern Company, who no fooner received this authority from 
the crown, than they began in eameft to provide for making effectual fettlements 
within the bounds prefcribed by their refpe&ive grants. With this view the Lon¬ 
don Company fitted out three veflels, one of an hundred tons, another of forty, 
and a pinnace of twenty; on board of which they embarked an hundred and ten 
land-men, with every thing requifite for fettling a colony. The command of this 
final! fquadron was given to Captain Chriflopher Newport, an experienced feaman, 
well acquainted with the Weft-India navigation; but to prevent any difputes in the 
paflage, the orders which regarded the government of the colony, and the'names of 
the council who were to be intruded with the adminiftration of it when fettled, were 
delivered to them in a box fealed up, with directions not to be opened till they 
were on fhore. 

They failed from London on the 20th of December, 1606; but by feveral un¬ 
lucky accidents, were, for feveral weeks, detained on the coalt of England. At 
laft they continued their voyage, and, having taken in frefli water and other ne- 
ceflaries, at the Canaries, proceeded to the Caribbee Iflands, where they arrived 
on the 23d of February, and fluid amonglt them, but chiefly on the ifland of Ne¬ 
vis, about ljve weeks. On the 3d of April they failed for Virginia, and arrived 
on the 26th of the lame month at the mouth of Chefapeak-Bay. The firft place 
on which they landed was the fouthern cape of that bay, where thlby built a fort, 
which they called Cape and Fort-Henry, as they did the northern Cape-Charles, in 
honour of the two princes; and the firft great river they fearched, the Indian name 
of which was Powhatan, they called James River, after the King’s own name. 

Of this river they* made a full fearch, before they would come to any refolution 
about a fettlenient, and then, by unanimous confent, they pitched upon a peninfula 
about fifty miles up the river, which, befides the goodnels of the foil, was efteemed 
1110ft capable to be made a place both of trade and fecurity, two-thirds of it in- 
vironed by the main river, which affords good anchorage all along, and the other 
third by a fmall river, capable of receiving fmall veflels of one hundred tons burden 
quite up till it comes within thirty yards of the great river again, and where generally, 
in fpring tides, it overflows into the main river; for which reafon the land they chofe 
to pitch their town upon had obtained the name of an ifland. In this back river 
fliips and fmall veflels may ride laflied to one another, and moored afliore, fecure from 
all wind and weather. They gave the fame name to the town as to the river, viz. 
James-Town. The whole ifland thus inclofed contained about two thoufand acres of 
high land, and many thoufand of very good marfh, and is extraordinary good palture 
as any in that country. By means of the narrow paflage, this place was of great 
fecurity to them from the Indian enemy; and to ftrengthen it the more they built 
caftles and a fort there. This was the firft; plantation of the Englifh that fucceeded, 
and which has continued to this day. 

As to the colony, the firft bufinefs they entered upon, after they landed, was to 
open their orders, where they found the following gentlemen appointed of the council, 
viz. Bartholomew Qofnold, Edward Wingfield, Ghriftopher Newport, John Smith, 
John Ratcliffe, John Martin, and George Kendall, of whom Wingfield was chofen 
prefident; but they thought fit to leave Captain Smith out of the council: for it feems 
the reft of the gefttlemen were fo fet againft him, that they had confined him prifoner 
ever fince they left England, which Purchas infinuates was occafioned by their envy at 
his fuperior talents, and becaufe the company in England foemed to rely more upon 
his jkUl and experience than upon any of the reft ; and it appears that the planters 
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themfelyes were fo convinced of his abilities afterwards, that they were obliged act only 
to admitibim into their council, but in a manner refign their adminiftratioa into his 
hands, after they had by their perpetual-- jars and weak management, alaaofl 
ruined the company’s affairs. After about five or fix weeks flay before this their 
intended n*cw town, the fhips being difpatched. Captain Newport departed with 
them for England about the middle of June, leaving upwards of one hundred men 
fettled in the form of government already mentioned ; but when the fhips were gone, 
the fame feuds and disorders broke out again with ixefh violence. 

, In the 'midft of thefc feuds, however, they fell to planting, fowing, building, and 
fortifying; but, above all they carried on a very advantageous trade with the natives. 

" They might neverthelefs have made much greater gains of it, and managed it more to 
the fatisfadlion of the Indians, as well as to the great eafe and fecurity of themfelves, if 
they had been under any rule, or fubjeti to any method in trade, and not at liberty to 
outbid one another. By this means they not only lefi'ened .their own profit, but created 
jealoufies and diflurbances among the Indians, by letting one have a better bargain than 
another; for they being unaccuflomed to barter, fuch of them as had been hardeft 
dealt by in their commodities thought themfelves cheated and abufed. Thence they 
conceived a grudge againft the Englifh in general, and made it a national quarrel, 
which feems to have been the original caufe of moft of their fubfequent misfortunes 
from the Indian^. Thefc Indians proved much the fame as they had been found to be 
in other places, fair and friendly at firft, but treacherous and deceitful in the fequel. 
However, it was chiefly by the help of their provifions that the Englifh fubfifled till 
the return of their fhips. 

The next year two veffels were fent thither full freighted with men and provifions 
for the fupply of the plantation : one of them arrived directly; but the other, being 
beat off to the Caribbce Iflands, did not arrive till the former was failed back for 
England. But what gave the greatefl interruption to their trade was, an object which 
drew their eyes and thoughts entirely, not only from that, but even from taking 
the neceffary care for their preservation, and for the fupport of their lives, which was 
this: they found, in a neck of land on the back of James-tow n iiland, a frefh ft ream 
of water, fpringing from a fmall bank, which wafhed down, with a yellow fort of dult 
ifing-glafs, which, being cleanfed by the frefh ftreaming of the water, lay Aiming 
at the bottom, and llirred up in them an unreaionable defire alter riches;’for they, 
taking all to be gold that glittered, ran into the utinoli detraction, neglecting both 
the neceffary defence of their lives -om the Indians, and the fupport of their 
bodies by fecuring provifions, nbfolutely relying upon the power of gold, and think¬ 
ing that, where this was plenty, nothing could be wanting. Nay, they be¬ 
gan to be fo infatuated with the hopes of mountains of wealth, that they defpifed the 
mines of Peru and Mexico, in comparifon of their own inefliinable ftream. 

They loon, however, grew fenfible of their error, and found that if this gilded 
dirt had been really gold, it could then have been of no advantage, for, by their 
negligence they were reduced to an exceeding fcarcity of provifions, and that little 
they had was loft by the burning of their town, while all hands,, were employed 
about this imaginary golden treafure; fo that they were obliged to live, for fome 
time, upon the wild fruits of the earth, and upon crabs and mufcles, and- fuck-like, 
not having a day’s provifion beforehand. By this neglect, likewife, they,.«||pfi*jpf 
them, became a prey to the cruelty of the Indians, and the reft durft pot 
abroad, and fo were forced to be content with what they could get. k 
ferable condition tljey were, when the firft of the two fhips arrived from 
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their affiftance. They neither thought or fpoke of any thing but gold; and there¬ 
fore they put into this fhip all the yellow dirt they had gathered, and what Ikins 
and furs they had bartered /or, and filling her up with cedar, fent her away. When 
the other fhip arrived, they flowed her likewifd with this imaginary gold duft, and 
filled her up with cedar and clapboard. 

But! being at length perfuaded that they might apply themfelves to other labours 
as profitable, as well as more neceffary than col left ing yellow fand, which, fup- 
pofing it valuable, would be always in their power, if they took carg to fortifv 
themfelves effeftually, they began to beftir themfelves for that purpofe/ and by the 
good management and direftion of Captain Smith, they made feveral difeoveries in 
James-river, and up Chefapeak-bay; and in. the year 1608, they firft gathered In¬ 
dian corn of their own planting. While Captain Smith was out on his expedition 
among the favages, he was treacheroufly fallen upon by three hundred of the Indians, 
under the command of oae of their kings, called Pamaunkee, who put ail his men 
to death, and taking him prifoner, carried him to Powhatan, their chief king, who 
would have put him to death had he not been faved at the interceffion of Powha¬ 
tan’s daughter, Pacahunta. 

Being /eleafed, he returned to James-town, where Mr. RatclifF refigning his pre- 
fidentfliip, he was unanimoufly defired to accept of that office, jWhile thefe dif¬ 
eoveries were making by Captain Smith, matters run again into confufion in James¬ 
town ; and feveral uneafy people, taking advantage in his abfence, attempted to de- 
fert the fettlement, and to run away with the fmall veffel which was left to attend it j 
for Captain Smith was the only man among them who could manage difeoveries 
with fuccefs, or who could keep the fettlement in any order. Neverthelefs, amidft 
all thefe inconveniencies which they brought upon themfelves, the plantation being 
increafed to near five hundred men, they made two other fettlements, one at Nan- 
famond in James-river, above thirty miles below James-town ; and the other at 
Powhatan, fix miles below the falls of James-river; which laft was bought of Pow¬ 
hatan for a certain quantity of copper, each fettlement confifting of one hundred and 
twenty men ; and foon after they made a fourth fettlement at Kiguotan, near the 
mouth of Jatnes-rjver. Captain Smith obferved that two-thirds of the adventurers 
came over with a view of having every thing provided to their hands, without any care 
or labour of their own, and were fubfifted by the labours of the other induftrious 
third, until he compelled them all to take fnare in the work ; and then he foon 
planted ground enough to fubfift the colony in plenty, and, by moderate exercife and 
good food, faw them not only reftored to their healths, but in a very flourifhing 
condition; and as there was now no longer neceflity of procuring food from the 
Indians by violence, they lived and trafficked very amicably together, and Powhatan 
fuffered him to make feveral other fettlements in the country. 

When their afiairs were in this profperous fituation there arrived fix or feven flaps 
from England, with between three and four hundred planters, and fuch ample 
fupplies of ammunition and provifion, as would have enabled the colony to have 
made an entire*conquefl of Virginia, or at leaft to have procured what terms they faw 
fit of the Indians, if they had been under any command; but as chings were ma¬ 
naged, this fupply only brought the colony into confufion. Upon report of which, 
the company ift England, imagining the divifions among the council in Virginia, 
in whom the government there was lodged, were the occafion of molt of the mis¬ 
managements that had happened, procured a new patent from King James, where¬ 
by they were empowered to appoint a governor with a more an pie authority than 
vol. xii. if h they 
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they had by the preceding patent; and prevailed on the Lord de la War to accept 
of the government of their new colony ; who thereupon made Sir Thomas Gates, 
Sir George Summers, and Captain Newport, his deputies, until his arrival; and thefe 
gentlemen fet fail from England with*nine fhips and five Hundred men, in the month 
of May 1609. 

All the three deputy-governors, being embarked in one fhip, were unfortu¬ 
nately cart away on the iflands of Bermudas, being then uninhabited, but they 
and all thq people efcaped to the fhore; where, finding plenty of provifions, 
they took pofl'effion of thefe iflands for the crown of England, and from Sir 
George Summers they have been ever fince called the Summer Iflands. In the 
mean time the reft of their fleet arrived fafe in the bay of Chefapeak, with the 
reinforcement above mentioned ; where they found Captain Smith prefident; but both 
old and new planters gave out they were not obliged to obey him, for there 
was another commiflion granted which had fuperfeded fiL, and they expected the 
arrival of the deputy-governors every day. 

But notwithflanding thefe jars, Captain Smith made a fhift to keep them in 
fome order while he remained among them, for otherwile the colony had been deferred 
over and over; but as this gentleman was extremely active, and almoft continually 
employed in fome fcrvice or other, he had the misfortune to be blown up by accident; 
which, though ir did not colt him his life, yet he was fo wounded and maimed 
thereby, that it was found abfolutely necelTary for him to return to England with 
the veffels that failed not long after; a thing happy for himfelf, but extremely dif- 
advantageous for the fettlement; iince he was no fooner on Chip-board 
than every man took upon him to do what feemed right in his‘‘ own eyes, which 
had defperate confequences, fo that thofe who had given him moft trouble while he 
was amongft them, deeply regretted the lofs of him ; and yet this fenfo of their own 
bad behaviour did not at all incline them fo amendment, or to the fetting up 
any other perfon with Inch powers as might enable him to do what Captain Smith 
had done. 

On the contrary, they emptied their magazines, and lived in the greateft profufion, 
till that brought on want; and then they rambled without order, and under no com¬ 
mand through the country ; taking provifions by force from the natives, who failed not 
to employ all their cunning, of which they had enough, to deflroy and cut them oil ; 
fo that when the deputy-governors arrived, in two iloops which they had built in Ber¬ 
mudas, they found them in a moft deplorable condition ; war, ficknefs, and famine, 
having reduced them from upwafds of four hundred, to fewer than four lcore, and 
thefe too uneafy and difeontented. Sir Thomas Gates, and Sir George Summers, 
took all the pains they could to quiet thefe uneafineffes, and to bring things once more 
into order ; but it was all in vain ; and the people fhewing their empty warehoufes, 
their ruined fetdements, and the number of fick amongit them, induced thofe gentle¬ 
men to confent to their embarking for England, as the only means of faving thofe 
who were left; which they accordingly clid, to the great joy, no doubt, of the 
Indians. 

But juft as they were failing out of the bay of Chefapeak* they met with their 
new governor, who obliged them to return to James-town, to repair their habi¬ 
tations and forts there, and to difpofe every thing for maintaining; the fettlement. 
This worthy governor was the Right Honourable Thomas Weft, Lord de la War, 
of an ancient, as well as noble, family ; in which prudence feerns to have been he¬ 
reditary as well as/itle. He was endued with the virtues molt requifite for his ftation 
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as governor of an infant colony; for, with great mildnefs and humanity, he had 
the warmed courage and the greateft firmnefs of mind, and was equally capable 
of perfuading by words, animating by example, and awing by the jult ufe of his 
authority. He accepted of this commiffion from the company with a view- of put¬ 
ting an end to thefe diftra&ions, which had hitherto dilappointed all their expec¬ 
tations, and defeated all their endeavours, and which they jultly attributed to the 
want of having there fome perfon in fupreme authority ; who might be able to 
direct the induftrious, encourage the deferving, and punilh the factious and dif- 
obedient. / * 

As foon therefore as thefe old, or rather new planters, were once on Ihore again, 
his Lordfhip, in a free and plain difeourfe, fet before them the folly and madnec of 
their proceedings, reproving them for their diviftons, idlenefs, and ill conduct, which 
had occafioned their misfortunes, advifing them to reform, or he fhould be com¬ 
pelled to draw the fword. of juftice, and cut off the delinquents; declaring, how¬ 
ever, he had much rather draw his own fword in their defence; and telling them 
for their encouragement, that he had brought them fuch plenty of provifions, that 
thev would be in no danger of wanting for the future, if they were not wanting to 
themfelv/s, in providing fuch things as the country produced; then he proceeded 
to conftitute a council, confiding of Sir Thomas Gates, his lieutenant-general; Sir 
George Summers, his admiral; the Honourable George Piercy, one of his captains; Sir 
Ferdinand Wen man his mailer of the ordnance; and Chriflopher Newport his admiral: 
thefe, and the reft of his officers, having taken the oaths to the government, and en¬ 
tered on their Jeveral employments, his next care was, to furnilh his people with 
flefh ; for notwitnftanding there ivere not lefs than five or fix hundred hogs in the 
plantation when Captain Smith went to England, there was not one left alive at 
this time ; they had either been eat by the colony, or deftroyed by the Indians, who, 
to diftrefs them, had driven all the deer, and other game, out of the country ; and 
the Engliffi were fo ill provided with nets, that though there was plenty of fiffi in 
the rivers, they knew not how to take them. 

The company had fent over a fupply of ' loathing, bifeuit, flour, beer, and other 
liquors ; but taking it for granted, that they had hogs, venifon, fowl, and filh enough 
in the country, had made no provifion of flelh ; whereupon Sir George Summers the 
admiral, was difpatched tq Bermudas, to bring over live hogs from thence, for of 
thofe Sir George found plenty in that ifland when he was call away there, though 
there were no people upon it. The governor alfo fet fome to lilhing within the bay, 
and others without, where there were flioals of cod-filh ; but their nets and tackle 
were fo defective, that they could not catch any. Hereupon he endeavoured to 
fettle a correfpondence with Powhatan and other Indian princes, that he might pur- 
chafe flefh of them for Engliffi goods; and in fome of thefe negotiations he fucceeded, 
particularly with the king of Patowmack, one of the rnoft potent of the Indian princes; 
but notwithftanding he reprefented to Pow'hatan that he had already promifed to ac¬ 
knowledge the King of England for his fovereign, accepted of a crown and feeptre, 
and other enfigns of royalty from him, with prefents of great value; this prince 
would give him no other anfwer, but, that he expefted the Englifh fhould depart his 
country, or confine themfelves within the limits of James-town ifland, and not range 
through ever^ part of the country, as they continued to do, only with a view of fub- 
duing it, as he apprehended ; threatening to iflue his orders to cut them oft' and de/troy 
them, if ever they were found without the limits he preferibed them ; and commanded 
the meflettgers his Lordfhip fent to him, not to fee his face again lunlefs they brought 
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him a coach and fix horfes ; for in thefe, he had been informed by fome Indians who 
had been in England, their great Weroances were drawn. 

The Lord de la War finding he was to expeft no friendfhip from Powhatan, de¬ 
termined he fhould fear him : having taken an Indian pr'ifoner, therefore, he cut off 
his right hand, and fent him to his mafter Powhatan, letting him know, that he 
would fend all his fubje&s in that manner, and burn all the corn in his country 
(which was ripe at this time) if he did not forbear all aCts of hoftility for the future; 
which had fo good an effeCt, that the colony lived in peace and plenty for fome 
time, every tipy making frefh difeoveries, and forming new alliances with fome Indian 
princes. 

And thus the company’s affairs being happily eftablifhed again by the condudt of 
Lord de la War, Sir Thomas Gates was fent to England, to give an account of the 
{late of the colony ; the fhips being freighted home with cedar, black wallnut, and 
iron ore ; which returns appeared fo inconfiderable, that ,the company were in fuf- 
pence whether they fhould not fend for the Lord de la War and the colony home. 
However they firft defired Sir Thomas Gates’s opinion upon it; who told them that 
thefe were not the only returns they were to expect; that if they would fend over 
men who underftood how to make pitch and tar, and plant hemp and flax, th^y might 
furnilh England with all manner of naval ftores ; and that it would be very eafy 
alfo to fet up a manufacture of filk, the country abounding in mulberry trees, as 
well as filk-grafs; that the foil was exceeding fruitful, producing corn, grafs, grapes, 
and other fruits in abundance; that European cattle and corn multiplied prodigioufly; 
and that there was great plenty of venifon, fifh and fowl, which they would never 
want when they could be provided with boats, nets, and engines to take them. The 
company need then to be at very little charge to fupport the colony ; on the con¬ 
trary, they would in a fhort time meet with returns anlwerable to their expectations. 
Whereupon the patentees refolved to proceed with alacrity to improve their Virginia 
plantation, in which refolution they were confirmed by the Lord de la War, who re¬ 
turned to England about this time (1610) for the recovery of his health. 

He left behind him the honourable Mr. Piercy, as his deputy ; and while he refided 
in England, took as much care of this plantation as if it had been his paternal eftate; 
and was no lefs folicitous about the welfare of its inhabitants than if they had been 
his neareft relations: to fay the truth, it was to the wifdom and forefight of this 
worthy Lord that this nation owes the preferving fo great and fo beneficial an acqui- 
fition ; as it was to his courage and Itcadinefs they were indebted for the plantation: 
itfelf. In fhort, he fpent the whole remainder of his life, which was about eight years,, 
in the fervice of the company and the colony, and actually died in his voyage back 
to Virginia in 1618, with a great fupply of people, cloathing and goods, for that fet- 
tlement, which however, arrived fafe. As I have now given an account of the fettling 
this country, I have executed all that falls within the compafs of my defign; but, 
as I apprehend that it may be both entertaining to the reader, and better anfwer the 
defign of this collection, I fhall juft run over a few of the principal faCts relating to 
the hiftory of this province, and then give a fhort defeription of it as it /lands at pre- 
fent; in order to fhew what advantages have accrued to the nation from an efta- 
blifhment which it coft fo much labour and pains to effeCt; and the fame method I 
fhall take in regard to other plantations, as moft earneftly defiring to render this work 
as agreeable, as ufeful; and as perfeCt, as it is in my power to make it. 

While Lord de la War was in England the colony was governed by his deputies* 
who applying themf^ves to bring about a peaceable correfpondence with the natives,, 
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advanced it at laft fo far, that feveral intermarriages took place, and amongft: thefe 
the Indian princefs Pachahunta efpoufed Mr. John Rolf, an Englifh gentleman, whofe 
pofterity enjoy, at this day, the lands defcended to them from this lady. In the 
year 1616 one Captain Yardly was at the head of affairs ; and the reafon 1 take no¬ 
tice particularly of his adminiftration is, becaufe under it they firft began to cultivate 
tobacco* which is fmce become the ftaple commodity of the colony. He was 
fucceeded by Captain Argoll, afterwards Sir Samuel Argoll; who was a man of a 
military turn, whom we fhall have occafion to mention frequently hereafter: he 
repaired the forts that had run to ruin, and put the colony into fuch a date /if defence* 
that there was no great danger of any attempts that could be made againft them 
by the Indians. 

After the death of Lord de la War, Captain Yardly, who was likewife in England, 
and who, being knighted by King James, had the title of Sir George Yardly, was fent 
over with the title of Governor ; and a very good governor he proved, for to him 
the people owed their being made as free as their countrymen in this ifland, iince he 
augmented the number of the council, and allowed the planters to fend their repre- 
fentatives to the affembly, the firft of which fat at James-town, in May 1620. In his 
time negroes were firft brought into Virginia, the lands divided, falt-works ereCted at 
Cape Charles, and an iron mine wrought with good effeCt. He.was fucceeded, 
in 1621, by Sir Francis Wyat, a young gentleman of a very good difpofition, who en¬ 
deavoured all he could to promote the welfare of the colony, yet in his time 
it was that this fcttleinent ran a very great hazard of being totally deftroyed ; for the 
Indians who had lived amongft them now for feven or eight years with great freedom 
and familiarity, foAned a defign of extirpating them entirely, on account of one of 
their war-captains being killed, though he had committed murder and robbery, and 
died in defending himfelf from falling into the hands of juftice. The method they 
took to revenge this was, by a general maffacre, which they fixed for Friday the 2 2d 
of March, 1622, and, in all probability, it had effectually anfwered their end if it had 
not been difcovered by a converted Indian, the very day on \\ hich it was to have taken 
place; fo that the advanced plantations could not receive intelligence time enough, 
which gave the natives an opportunity of cutting oft’ three hundred and thirty-four per- 
fons. The Englifh revenged this in a manner very unbecoming them, fmce, pretend¬ 
ing to be reconciled to the Indians, and thereby gaining their confidence, they maffa- 
cred likewife in their turn, ana purfued their firft blow fo effectually as to drive inoft 
of thefe poor people to feek for new habitations. 

But it was not long before the Englifh gave them an opportunity of fatisfying that 
vice which is deepeft rooted in their nation, I mean 'revenge; for dividing amongft 
themfelves, and falling into factions and parties ; and, at the fame time, running out 
new fettlements, the Indians fell upon them again, and cut them off in great num¬ 
bers. As this misfortune was chiefly owing to the imprudent grants made in Eng¬ 
land, it occafioncd loud complaints; and the fatal confequences of the company’s 
mal-adminiftration cried fo loud, that King Charles I. coming to the crown of Eng¬ 
land, exprefied » tender concern for the poor people that had been betrayed thither, 
and loft; upon which fonfideration he diffolved the company in the year 1626, re¬ 
ducing the country and government under his own immediate direction, appointing 
the governor and*,council himfelf, and ordering all patents and procefs to ifTue in his 
own name, referving to himfelf a quit-rent of two fhillings for every hundred acres of 
land, and fo pro rata. The country being thus taken into th*i King’s hands, his Ma¬ 
jesty was pleafed to re-eftablifh the conftitution by a governor, council, and affembly. 
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and to confirm the former methods and jurifdiftions of feveral courts, as they had been 
appointed in the year 1620, and placed the laft refort in the aflembly; he likewife 
confirmed the rules and orders made by the firft: aflembly, for apportioning of land, 
and granting patents to particular adventurers. 

This was a conflitution according to their hearts’ defire, and things feemed now to 
go on in a happy courfe, for encouragement of the colony; people flockeck- thither 
apace, every one took up land, by patent, to his liking; and, not minding any thing 
bur to bo mailers of great tracks of land, they fettled themfelves feparately on their 
feveral plantations. Nor did they fear the Indians, but kept them at a greater diflance 
than formerly; and they, for their parts, feeing the Englifh fo fenfibly increafe in 
number, were glad to keep their diflance, and be peaceable. This liberty of taking up 
land, and the ambition each man had of being lord of a valt, though unimproved ter¬ 
ritory, together with the advantage of the many rivers, which afforded a commodious 
road for Slipping at every man’s door, has made the countrry fall into fuch an unhappy 
fettlemcnt and courfe of trade, that, to this day, they have not any one place of coha¬ 
bitation among them that may reafonably bear the name of a town. The next gover¬ 
nor, after the fettling of this new conflitution, was Sir John Harvey, who proved of a 
fpirit very improper for fuch an employment, fince he began early to differ with his 
council and fc^in after opprefled the people to fuch a degree, that they were refolved 
to be rid of him, at all events ; and accordingly in 1639 they feized him, and fent 
him home prifoner, with a long charge againfl him, accompanied by two of the coun¬ 
cil, appointed to manage the profecution againfl him. But as loon as he came to 
London, the King, who highly relented this outrage on his prerogative, fent Sir John 
back again, with the fame authority as before ; but the very next year removed that 
oppreflive governor, and appointed Sir William Berkley to lucceed him. 

This gentleman held the government longer than all his predeceffors put toge¬ 
ther, and deferved it; he was, in all refpefts, an excellent governor; fo careful of 
the colony, and fo kind to the people, that he preferved loyalty in Virginia long after 
it was loll at home; nor did he fubmit to the Hump, till he was forced to it ; and 
then withdrew to his own plantation, where he lived as a private perfon, and would 
have no concern in public affairs at all ; but he was ftill rei'pecled. by the inhabitants 
for the great things lie had performed. He had purfued the war with the Indians 
till he had reduced them fo low as ro be no longer troublefome, after having made 
their Emperor prifoner; he encouraged the making, of pot-afhes, foap, fait; planting 
of flax, hemp, and cotton ; and the manufacture of filk, which he brought to great 
ptrfe&ion. After he retired from the government there were three perfons fent from 
England, who ruled one after another feven years; the firfl of them was Colonel 
Diggs, who acted under the parliament’s authority; then Mr. Bennet was fent over by 
Oliver ; and afterwards one Mr. Matthews, who died governor ; and, upon this acci¬ 
dent, ihe people of Virginia defired Sir William Berkley to refume the adminiflration 
of affairs, lie had a commiffion from King Charles II. then in exile; but he abfo- 
lutely refufed to a&, unlefs the people would acknowledge his matter, to which they 
very readily contented, which will appear the lefs furprizing, when* it is confidered, 
that abundance of gentlemen, who had been ruined in the fupport of the royal caufe, 
had retired into this colony from England. 

In confequence therefore, of this refolution. King Charles II. was proclaimed in 
Virginia, before he was acknowledged in any of his three kingdoms; but it happened 
very luckily for Sir William that his mafler was foon after reflored; and as a mark of 
his affetlion for Ihe province, he wore at his coronation a robe of filk, fent from Vir¬ 
ginia. 
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ginia. Soon after Sir William went over to compliment the King upon his return, 
and left Colonel Francis Morrifon, his deputy; who behaved, in his abfencc, to the 
general fatisfa&ion of the plantation. He ordered the laws to be revifed and collected 
into a body, to be laid before the affembly, at theft next feffion. He took the fame 
care of the church as he did of the ftate; he regulated the parilhes, fettled the mini- 
Iters’ allowance, got a revenue for the fupport of the government, and other laws for 
the encouragement of the linnen and woollen manufactures, the breeding of filk-worms, 
tanning, and falt-works. 

Whillt the deputy-governor was fo buly for the fervice of the colony, Sft William 
Berkley was in England, raking his inftructions from the King for his future conduct. 
His Majelty ordered him to promote hufbandry, manufactures, fdk and vineyards, that 
all Ihips trading to Virginia lhould go to James-town, and be entered at the cullom- 
houfe there before they broke bulk ; which orders were given, with an intent, that by 
them the people might be tempted to come thither, and dwell there for the con¬ 
venient)’ of trade; and had they been obeyed it might have increafed the number of 
buildings in that city, which is now much lefs than it was fourfcorc years ago; every 
body coveting to live at his plantation, and fettle where he thinks he lhall have the 
bell crops tytd conveniency of Ihipping. This is the reafon that there are lb few 
towns in Virginia, and thofe that are there fo very fmall. Sir William, being fully 
inllrucled by the King how to proceed 011 his return to his government, fet fail from 
England to Virginia, where he arrived in the year 1662, and immediately put the 
people upon improving their plantations, and advancing manufactures. He fum- 
moned an aiiembly, and got an act palled for building James-town; each county 
was to build lb matny lioufes, and Ibine actually built their quota ; which, notwith- 
Itanding the act, were converted into taverns and eating-houfes, and the town was 
very little the bigger for them. Sir William Berkley, at his return, gave a function 
to the new body of laws, and took all the* care he could to carry them into execution, 
which was all that he could do, or that indeed could be expected from him. And, as 
we are now come down in the hiflory of this colony as low as this period will permit, 
we are next to give a l'uccincl account of the nature and condition of this plantation, 
that it may appear how well it defen es the pains that have been taken about it, and 
how amply it rewards this nation for all the care and expence bellowed in plant¬ 
ing of it, which will allb acquit us of all the promiles made to the reader upon this 
fubject. 

5. The fituation of Virginia is remarkably happy and convenient, having the river 
Potowmac upon the north-ealt, the Atlantic Ocean on the call, the province of Caro¬ 
lina on the fouth, and the Apalachian Mountains on the well, which ieparate it from 
Florida. It lies from 36 to 39 degrees north latitude, and between 74 and 80 degrees 
of weftern longitude; it extends about 240 miles in length from north to fouth, and 
may be in breadth 120 miles from eaft to well. As to the air of tins country it de¬ 
pends very much on the winds. The north and north-well are either very lharp and 
piercing, or boilterous and itormy, the Ibuth-eafl and fouth being hazy and fuitry. 
The winter is dry and clear, which makes it very pleafant; fnow falls in great quanti¬ 
ties, but it feldom’ lies above a day or two, and their frolls though quick and lharp, 
yet feldom lalt long. Their lpring is fomewhat earlier than ours ; in April they have 
frequent rains; May and June are very pleafant months, the heat being greatly tem¬ 
pered by cooling breezes j July and Auguft are fuitry hot, the air growing in a manner 
llagnant, which produces dreadful thunderings and lightning \ in September the wea¬ 
ther breaks, and there fall prodigious Ihowers of rain, at which feafqn it is that the in¬ 
habitants 
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habitants are molt fickly. It ought, however, to be obferved, that in this, and indeed 
in all our colonies, the climate grows daily better, and thefe thunder feafons lefs vio¬ 
lent, which the inhabitants very juflly afcribe to the clearing the country, and cutting 
down the woods, which gives the air a free paflage, and is attended with many other 
conveniences. 

As to the foil it is generally low towards the fea coafts, and for one hundred 
miles up into the country there is hardly a hill or {tone to be met with, except that 
here and there fonie rocks of iron ore appear above the ground, and fome banks of a 
^ind of pkrified oyfter-lhells, that are of a prodigious thicknefs; the whole country 
before it was planted was either forefl or morafs, which in the Well Indies they call 
lwamps. The bay of Chcfapeak runs directly up the country, almoll due north, for 
three hundred miles; at the entrance it is elleemed about twenty-one miles broad, or 
fomething more; and it continues navigable as long as it walhes the coaft of Virginia, 
and much farther. Into the welt-fide of this bay fall fopr great rivers, which rife in 
the Apalachian Mountains, all of them running from the north-well to the fouth-eaft : 
the moll fourherly of thefe is Jaines-river, the Indian name whereof was Powhatan, 
being generally about two miles over, and navigable, at lead, fourfeore miles. 
York-river, whofe Indian name was Painaunkee, is a little to the nc^thward oi 
James-river, and in fome places they approach one another fo near, that they are 
not five miles Ahmdcr. To the northward of York-river is the river Raphanack, 
which in fome places is not ten miles dillant from York-river, and either of them as 
broad or broader than James-river. North of Raphanack is the great river of Pa- 
towmack, which in fome places is not above feven miles dillant from Raphanack-river, 
and in other places upwards of fifty. This river of Patowmack is Aavigable above two 
hundred miles, being nine miles broad in fome places, but generally about feven. 
The mouth of the river Patowmack, and that of James-river, are about one hundred 
miles afunder; but the heads of all the four rivers rife in the fame hills, pretty near 
each other. There arc great plenty of fprings in all parts of the country, but the 
water is fomewhat hardier than in England. 

As to animals, there were neither horfes, cows, Iheep, or fwine, before the coming 
of the Englilh, but they have now plenty of them all ; and their horfes are very fer- 
viceable, and travel at a great rate. They have likewife elks, but not common ; red- 
djeer in great plenty ; hares, fquirrels of feveral kinds, mulk-rats, rackoons, wild cats, 
beavers, wolves, foxes, and feveral forts of dogs. As for reptiles, they have lizards, 
feveral kinds of fnakes, particularly thf rattle-fnakc, of which an account will be 
given hereafter. As to birds, they have eagles of three forts: the firfl is the grey 
eagle, about the fize of a kite; 'the fecond, the bald eagle, fo called becaufe the upper 
part of the neck and head is covered with a fort of white down j the third, a black 
eagle, refembling thofe in England, very ravenous, and which do a great deal of mif- 
chief; moll forts of hawks, two kind of owls, both very large; and the white owl, 
very beautiful, all the feathers of her back and brcalt being bright as filver, except 
a black fpot immediately below the throat. They have a large bird of prey, which 
they call a bullard, but it is rather a kind of kite ; they have wild turkeys very large, 
fome of them weighing forty pounds; their partridges are fmallej 1 than ours, but to the 
full as well tailed; they have a bird called the mocking-bird, of two forts, grey and 
red, elleemed the fineft finging bird in the world; it receives its nanjte from imitating 
the notes of all other kind of birds it hears: the humming-bird with a long bill and 
very fine feathers. As tg water-fowl they have of all forts, fuch as hems, bitterns, 
curlews, wild fwags, geefe, ducks, teal, wigeons, cormorants, and gulls. 


As 
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As for fi(h, no Country in the world has greater plenty: in February, March, April, 
'and May, there are fhoals of herrings come up into their very brooks, fome of the fize 
of “ours, but for the moft parf much bigger. There are alfo plentyof cod-filh and fting- 
grafs; which laft is faid to be peculiar to this country, being fo called from having 
a fting in its tail; it is efteemed good food. In their rivers there are the old wife, 
the flieep’s-head, an excellent filh; trouts, green-filh, fturgeons in great plenty; 
plaice, flounders, whitings, carp, pikes, mullets, and perch. And for fhell-fifli they 
have oyfters, crabs, cockles, and fhrimps. Of thofe that are not eaten, they have 
in their feas, whale, dog-fifli, lharks, porpoifes, gar-fiih, and fword-fil/: there is 
alfo a fifh they call the toad-filh, front his fwelling monftroufly when taken out of 
the water; ar)d the rock-filh, fome fpecies whereof are poifonous, and have been 
fatal to thofe that have eaten them ; though others, which are not eafy to be dif- 
tinguilhed front the former, are’very wholefome food; the Ikip-jack, fo called 
from his {kipping out of .the water, is tolerable good food ; and fo is the tobacco- 
pipe-filh, fo called from its being long and {lender like a tobacco pipe. They 
have many infetts, fuch as muflritoes, bugs, feed-ticks, red-worms, which lie only 
on old trees and rotten logs; on which if a man fits down in the midft of fummer, 
he is fore /to catch them, but they are eafily got olf with warm water. We may 
add to thefe the worm that eats plank, which has a kind of horn or ferew in its 
head, with which it forces a paflfage through any wood to which it fticks ; and as we 
have heard much of thefe worms, and perhaps not a little concerning them that is 
wide of the truth, it may not be amifs to give an account of them, froia a gentleman 
who refided long in Virginia, and made very exaft obfervations. In the month of 
June, annually, there rife up in the falts vaft beds of feedling worms, which enter 
the {hips, floops, or boats, wherever they find the coat of pitch, tar, or lime worn 
off the timber, and by degrees eat the plank into cells, like thofe of an honey¬ 
comb. Thefe worms continue thus upon the furface of the water, from their rife in 
June, until the firft great rains after the middle of July; but after that do no 
frefh damage till the next fummer fcafon, and never penetrate farther than the 
plank or timber they firft fix upon. 

The damage ofcafioned by thefe worms may be four feveral ways avoided; id, By 
keeping the coat (of pitch, lime, and tallow, or whatever elfe it is) whole upon the 
bottom of the Ihip or vefl’el; for thefe worms never fallen or enter but where 
the timber is naked. 2dly, ’Ey anchoring the large veffels in the ftrength of the tide, 
during the worm leafon, and hauling the fmaller affiore; for in the current of a ftrong 
tide the worms cannot fallen. 3dly, By burning and cleaning immediately after the 
worm feafon is over, for then they are but juft {luck into the plank, and have not 

buried thcmfelves in it; fo that the leaft fire in the world deftroys them entirely, and 

prevents all damage that would otherwife enfue from them. 4thly, By running up 
into the frelhes with a Ihip or veil'd, during the five or fix weeks that the worm is thus 
above water ; for they never enter, or do any damage in frelh water, or where it 
is not very fait. 

We come now to fpeak of what is produced by their foil. And firft with 

refpedt to trees; ’ of which we may affirm, few countries are better flocked, or 

afford greater variety. As to timber, they have oaks, cedars, firs, cyprefs, elm, alh, 
and wallnut; fome of their oaks meafure two feet fquare, and lixty feet in height. 
They have alfo beach, poplar, hazel, &c. befides faffafras, farfaparilla, and many other 
. fweet woods, and luch as are ufed in dying. Their fruits are, grapes of feveral kinds, 
cherries of various forts, plumbs from the bignefs of a damfon to that of a pear; 

vol. xii. ,ii * peaches 
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peaches in Rich plenty that in fome places they feed their hogs with them; quinces 
in abundance, and apples and pears in as great plenty as can be wilhed. Their corn is 
of two forts, Englifh wheat, barley, oats, rye, which all thrive very well, and yield 
from fifteen to thirty fold increafe; *and maize or Indian corn, which is not unlike 
our peafe in tafte, but grows in a great ear or head as big as the handle of a large 
horfe-whip, having from three hundred to feven hundred grains in one qnr, and 
fometimes one grain produces two or three fuch ears or heads ; it is of various colours, 
red, white, yellow, blue, green and black, and fome fpeckled and Itriped, but the 
white and yellow are mod common ; the ftalk is as thick as an ordinary walking 
cane, and grows fix or eight feet high, in joints, having a fweet juice in it, of 
which a fyrup is fometimes made, and from every joint there grow long leaves in 
the fhape of /'edge leaves: The manner of planting is in holes or trenches, about 
five or fix feet difiance from each other ; the earth is opened with a hoe (and of late 
years, with a plough), four inches deep, and four or five grains thrown into each 
hole, or trench, about a fpart diftant from each other, and then covered with earth : 
they keep it weeding from time to time, and as the Italk grows high they keep 
the mould about it like the hillocks in a hop-garden : they begin to plant in April, 
but the chief plantation is in May, and they continue to plant till tht^ middle of 
June: what is planted in April is reaped in Auguft ; what is planted in May is 
reaped in September; and the laft in October. 

But as thegreat produce of this country is tobacco, and as that of Virginia is looked 
upon as thelftft in the world, it is but juft that we fhould give a more particular ac¬ 
count of it. It is certain that the country produced valt quantities of it before any 
Europeans went thither, and that the ufe of it was taught thd.n by the natives ; 
but in what manner they cultivated it, or how they cured it, is now no longer 
known, fince at prefent they buy what they confume from the Englifh, and 
therefore it is of their manner of managing this plant that we /hall fpeak. The 
tobacco feeds are firfl fown in beds, where having remained a month, the plants 
are tranfplanted into the little hillocks, like thofe in our hop-gardens, the firfl rainy wea¬ 
ther ; and being grown a foot high there, within the fpace of another month they 
top them, and prune of! all the bottom leaves, leaving only feven or eight on the 
ftalk, that they may be the better fed; and thefe leaves, in fix weeks time, 
will be in their full growth ; the planters prune off the fuckers, and clean them of the 
horn-worm twice a week, which is called worming anfl fuckering; and this work 
laffs three weeks or a month, by wKich tv e the leaf from green begins to turnbrownifh, 
and to fpot and thicken ; which is a fign of its ripening ; as faff as the plants ripen, 
they cut them down, heap them up, and let them lie and fweat a night, and the next day 
they carry them to the tobacco-houfe, u'here every plant is hung up at a convenient 
diffance one from another, for about a month or five weeks ; at the end of which time they 
ftrike or take them down, in moift weather, when the leaf gives, or elfe it will 
crumble to duff; after which they are laid upon flicks, and covered up clofe in the 
tobacco-houfe for a week or a fortnight to fweat ; and then opening the bulk in a 
wet day, the fervants ffrip and fort them, the top leaves being the beft, and the 
bottom the worft tobacco; the laft work is to pack it in hogfheacls, or bundle it 
up, which is alfo done in a wet feafon ; for in curing of tobacco, wet feafons are 
as necelfary as dry to make the leaf pliant. 

Yet tobacco is very far from being the only thing of value which this country 
produces; on the contrary, they have flax, hemp, and cotton; and /ilk they might 
have if they were^ not fo extremely addicted to their flaple commodity, as never to 
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think of any thing elfe, if tobacco can be brought to a tolerable market. They have 
likewife filk grafs, of which they make very little advantage, though, no doubt, un¬ 
der proper management, moft profitable manufactures might be raifed from it, fince 
its threads are finer than thofe of flax, and ftrongt'r than hemp. We may add to this, 
that all kind of naval ftores might be produced in Virginia with great eafe, and in 
raft plenty : fuch as plank-timber, mails, yards, pitch, tar, rofm, and turpentine, 
befides fails, cordage, and iron. It is commonly laid, and there are fome who have 
lived in Virginia ready enough to affirm it, that there is hardly a {tone to be found 
in the country ; but however, this is far enough from being true; for at/the water¬ 
falls there are Hones enough of different kinds lit for paving, and other ufes; and 
towards the Mills there are quarries of flatc, and a kind of freeftone ; there are 
likewife a fort of fliining pebbles, not at all inferior to Kerry-ftones, and though, ge¬ 
nerally l’peaking, they are foft, yet I have heard that when long expofed to the air, 
they become very hard, and if polilhed are extremely beautiful. As to mines, they 
have feveral of good iron in almoft all parts of the country, more efpecially in the 
Northern Neck, which belongs to Lord Fairfax. There was once a lead mine dif- 
covered, but loll in the firft maffacre; there has been likewife a talk of filver and 
gold mine 1 ;; but it is certain that they have a great many coals, antimony, and other 
tilings of value in the bowels of that country, which they would not fail to fearch 
out if tobacco alone did not l’upply them plentifully. ’ 

Thus far we have defcribed the country itfelf: let us next enquire intp its condition 
as a colony; and in this light we find it divided into twenty-five counties, fome fay 
twenty-nine; of thefe the firlt is James-county, lying on both fides James-river, which 
contains five pariffies and the only two towns that are in Virginia. The firft is James¬ 
town, on the north fide of the river, and about forty miles from the mouth of it; 
it is very far from being confiderable, as it does not contain above fixty or eighty 
houles at moll, and of thefe, as we oblerved before, the greater part are taverns 
or public houles for the entertainment of fea-faring people, the gentlemen of Vir¬ 
ginia making it their choice to live on their plantations, in order to fee how their 
eilates are managed ; and in thefe feats of theirs they live fo handfomely and fo 
hofpitably, that Ijow much foever ftrangers may difapprove their method before they 
come into the country, they are quickly reconciled to it afterwards. The fecond 
is Williamlburgh, to which the feat of government is now transferred, and yet it 
does not confift of above forty houles. The reft of the counties are denominated as 
follows : Henrico county. Prince George, Charles county, Surry, lile of Wight, 
Nanfamond, Norfolk, Princefs Anne, York county, Warwick, Elizabeth, New Kent, 
King William, King and Queen, Gloucefter, Middlefex, Effex, Richmond, Stafford, 
Weftmorland, and Lancafter, Northumberland, Acomack, and Northampton. 

The number of people in thefe counties, taken altogether, men, women, children, 
and negroes, may amount to about half a million; of thefe one hundred and 
twenty thoufand are freemen, or their wives and children, and above twenty thou- 
land are capable of bearing arms. As for the Indians, there are dill many nations 
of them, but forge of them fo fmall, that they do not exceed four or five families; and it is 
thought that amongft.them all, they could fcarce raife feven hundred, fome think not five 
hundred fighting men. As to the government it refembles that of England; for 
the legillative •authority is lodged in the governor, or council and affembly: the 
governor reprefents the King; gives his affent to laws, and has a negative voice. 
As Governor, he is at the head of the civil adminiftratior;, and being by his com- 
miflion a lieutenant-general and vice-admiral, the military and nayal power are like- 

i i 2 wife 



344 


DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS 


wife in his hands. In other refpe&s, the government is very well regulated, and 
the church alfo is well taken care of; neither has any plantation belonging to us 
been under better management, or the people more happy than thofe of Virginia; 
and this appears very plainly froth the face of the country, though there are no 
great towns in it, and but very few villages ; for the gentlemen’s feats are very thick, 
all of them good convenient houfes, many of them large and magnificent. The 
roads are no where better, the country being, for the molt part, level, and fcarce 
any rugged or deep ways; fo that it is a common thing to travel forty or fifty miles 
in an afterrtoon, and fometimes an hundred in a fummer’s day. They have likewife 
as great conveniencies with refpett to water carriage as any country in the world ; 
and it is this that has chiefly hindered them from living in great towns, which, though 
prejudicial to the manufactures, has certainly proved very advantageous to their plan¬ 
tations, which are larger, more frequent, anti better fecured, than in almoft any 
other colony ; and as it has flourifhed extremely hitherto, fo at this time it is as 
thriving a colony, and as likely to continue fo, as any that belong to this nation. 

The laft thing we propofe is, to give the reader fome idea of the advantages that 
arife to the nation from this particular plantation, which I mull confefs is a very diffi¬ 
cult thing to do ; but, however, I ihall labour to give as much fatisfa&ion as I 
can, and if I fhojuld be fo fortunate as to meet with any farther informations, care 
Ihall be taken that the public ffiall not lofe the benefit of them, fince they will come in 
properly enough in the latter part of the work. In the firft place it mult be obferved, 
that as the value of labour differs in feveral parts of this kingdom, fo the labour of a 
man in moft of the plantations is not only as advantageous to his native country as if 
he worked at home, but much more fo : I believe, upon a moderate computation, we 
may reckon that fuch a perfon contributes to the public ffock, by which I mean, the 
income and wealth of the Britifh nation, four times as much : fo that we may with 
reafon reckon, that the white people in Virginia, one with another, produce twelve 
pounds to this nation ; the reafon of which will appear, when we confider the nature 
of their commerce more particularly. But befides this, the negroes are of great advan¬ 
tage to this kingdom, though of infinitely lefs than white people would be, if they were 
employed in the fame work ; for every one of thefe poor creatures confume yearly 
two hilling-hoes, two weeding-hoes, two grubbing-hoes, befides axes, faws, wimbles, 
nails, and other iron tools and materials. On the whole, there can be no fort of quei- 
tion, becaufe it appears a plain matter of fact, that thefe people neceflarily take oft' the 
fum of one hundred and fifty tho"fand pounds, in the commodities of this country. 
How far it might have been more expedient for the infant-colony to have intermarried 
with the Indians, and thereby fo increafed their numbers as to have been in a condition 
to manage their affairs without Haves at all, I will not take upon me to determine ; 
but this feems fo clear as to admit of no difpute, that fuch a fettlement would 
have been by far more beneficial to the mother-country, and out of companion more 
commodious and fecurefor the planters themfelves. But I mention this only incidentally, 
and that it may pafs the consideration of perfons better verfed in thefe things than I 
pretend to be; and, from juft; hinting how things might be, return to the detail of how 
they really are. 

I have before ftated (agreeable to what able authors have aflerted upon this fubjeft) 
fome general principles of computation, fuch as that every head in thisjplantation may 
be reckoned worth twelve pounds a year to this nation, # which mult feem prodi¬ 
gious, and indeed fo does,every thing grounded on calculation, to fuch as have not 
applied themfelves thereto ; and fo they always will, unlefs clearly explained, which is 
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what I flhall next attempt, as defiring to inculcate ufeful truths, capable of influencing 
men’s pra&ice, and not to write paradoxical difcourfes for my own, and other people’s 
amufement. In order to uQtie thefe knots, we mull confider that the people in 
Virginia live exactly as we do, or rather more freely, in that generous, open, hofpi- 
table, and confequently expenfive method that prevailed here in the laft age. But as 
they are fupplied both with neceflaries and conveniences, with the inltruments of 
labour, as well as the means of luxury, from England ; it follows of courfe that they 
mull employ an infinite number of hands to provide thefe. For it is generally known 
that thefe demands mull be fupplied from thofe handicrafts and mechanic,£ that ha^<e 
moll hands in their fcrvicc; fuch as weavers, Ihoemakcrs, hatters, ironmongers, 
turners, joiners, taylors, cuttlers, liniths, bakers, brewers, ropemakers, hofiers, and 
indeed all the mechanics in England; their manufactures being good merchandize in 
Virginia. The commodities fent thither, befides linnen, filks, India goods, wine, and 
other foreign manufactures., are cloth, coarle and fine ferges, fluff's, bays, hats and 
all forts of haberdalhers’ ware; hoes, bills, axes, nails, adzes, and other iron ware; 
cloaths, ready made ; knives, bilket, flour, dockings, Ihoes, caps for fervants, and. 
in Ihort, every thing that is made in England. 

But if they employ thefe people they mult feed them likewife, and pay them their 
wages; and not only them, but thofe who take the pains to go between the planters 
and thefe workmen ; by which I mean the agents, merchants, or faftors; who, though 
fewer in number, yet have their fervants and dependents; who, from the nature ol 
their employments, expetl to be paid at a better rate. Neither is this all, for when 
things are made and brought to the factor, they are never the nearer to the planter 
in Virginia, but bluff be put into the hands of a new fet of people, who are to be 
paid for the carriage of them; fo that now 1 think the molt common capacity may 
underffand how the labour of every head in any plantation mult be worth four times 
as much to the community of his mother-country, as if he wrought at home; for 
if he fpends fo much, and pays for what he has, both of which are undeniable, his 
labour mull produce fo much. This fhews the benefit of plantations to their mother- 
country ; and I hope there is no need to fay that this thews how much regard and 
refpe£t is due from thofe who manage the affairs of the mother-country, to thofe who 
live and labour for her in the plantations. But becaufe it is not impoflible we may 
err a little in the meafure of thefe computations, and as I am far from defiring to 
magnify thefe advantages beyond the truth, I fliall lay it down as a thing certainly to 
be depended upon, that every white perfon in Virginia, one with another, is worth 
to this nation ten pounds, which will make the value of the whole plantation equal 
to an annuity of i,2oo,oool. to Great Britain. 

This I think is already, in a great meafure, demonftrated ; but as I am very fenfible 
that many people will ftill think full fatisfadion is not given upon this head, if they are 
not Ihewn how this, or at lead the greateft part of it, is received; that we may not 
do things by halves, my next care lhall be to remove this difficulty likewife. In order 
to this, we mull confider that the trade of this colony, as well as that of Maryland, 
confifts almoff .entirely of tobacco; for though the country would produce feveral 
excellent commodities fit for trade, yet the planters are fo wholly bent on planting 
tobacco, that they feem to have laid afide all thoughts of other improvements. This 
trade is brought to fuch perfedion, that the Virginia tobacco, especially the fweet- 
fcented, which grows on York-river, is reckoned the belt in the world, and is what is 
generally vended in England for a home confumption; the qther forts, called Oronoac, 
and that of Maryland, are hotter in the mouth, but they turn tp as good account, 
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being in demand in Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and Germany; it is therefore from 
this commodity that we are to look for the beft part of that vaft fum which we have 
mentioned ; and if we proceed diligently, and with attention, I dare fay we lhall not 
fearch in vain. * 

In time of peace, I am perfuaded, from feveral different calculations, and from the 
comparifon of (he informations I have fought and received from fuch as are, or ought 
to be, beft acquainted with thefe matters, that there is very little lefs than one hundred 
thoufand hogfheads of tobacco exported every year from this colony; that between 
three and fc^r hundred fhips are employed in this trade; and upwards of four thou- 
fand feamen. If we take things upon this foot, then the hundred thoufand hogfheads 
of tobacco will produce about the fum at which I have fixed the produce of this 
colony to the nation; but it may be faid, that if we take tobacco for the commo¬ 
dities and manufactures that we fend to Virginia, it differs very widely from an annuity; 
and that inftead of receiving 1,200,000b from the perfons inhabiting this plantation, 
we return them the molt valuable things we have, to 60,000,000 of pounds of tobacco, 
which in itfelf is no neceffary of life, and which we might very well do without: thus 
we are all at fea again, and it is my bufinefs to fct us once more afhore; and if I am 
able to clear up this laft mill, I hope there will, for ever after, be fair weather for the 
plantations. 

In anfwer therefore to this objection, which feems to deftroy all, and to demolifh 
entirely that ftrudture which I have been crefting, I fay, that (IriCtly confidered, it 
makes more in favour of the colony of Virginia, than all that I have been faying for 
it; and this I {hall be able to make as plain as any thing can be made, in a very few 
words. It is, I think, generally agreed, that Sir Walter Raleigh firft brought tobacco 
into England, or rather, as 1 apprehend, had it brought over to him from this colony ; 
and we find the ufe of it much recommended by the learned and worthy Mr. Harriott, 
whom he fent over thither. But we mud not infer from thence that Virginia 
tobacco was always ufed here, fince the contrary is very certain ; for, as the reader 
has been told, it was Sir George Yardly who introduced the planting and cultivating 
tobacco in that country by the Europeans, in the reign of King James I. 

Yet before this time the practice of taking tobacco was become fo common in 
England, that King James wrote a book againlt it. I do not concern myfelf in the 
controverfy, whether he was right or wrong in his opposition to this practice; but 1 
mention it to {hew that it was become common, and that the fafhion of ufing it was 
growing ftrong. We had molt of our tobacco then from Brazil, and fome from the 
Span.fh plantations ; the price of.it was from four to feventeen {hillings a pound, and 
if we had come to ufe as much of it as we do of the Virginia tobacco, and had paid 
for it at the rate only of five {hillings, this Angle article of luxury would have flood 
us in upwards of feven millions every year. I very readily allow that this would be a 
very abfurd and improbable fuppofition, fince it cannot be imagined that, in fuch a cafe, 
the common fort of people either could or would have finoaked tobacco ; but then let 
us confider what a number of people there arc to whom the deamefs of this commodity 
would have proved no reftraint; and let us fuppofe that we fhould? in this refpeft, 
have been no wifer than our neighbours, which I look upon to be a very model! and 
rational fuppofition ; we might then, inftead of forty thoufand hogfheads, have con- 
fumed ten or twelve thoufand, which would have amounted to a million or upwards, 
and confequently fo much ready money is hindred from going out of the nation by 
the bringing in of Virginia tobacco, which, viewed in this light, is equivalent to the 
importing of fo much filver. 

But 
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But to proceed, befides the money faved to the nation by the ute of this tobacco, we 
export one way or other fixty thoufand hogfheads, which, at five pound per hogfhead, 
amounts to 300,0001. exclufive of the duty of this tobacco, which is not drawn 
back. I might have taken another method of reafoning upon this fubjeft, by (hewing 
that whatever exchange of commodities contributes to the maintenance and employment 
of a certain number of people, is not only equal to, but is really much better than, an 
annuity’that would maintain the fame number of people in the fame way, had I not 
been inclined to render this matter as evident as it is poffible. After this I (hall make 
but two (hort obfervations, and fo quit this part of my l'ubjed. /’ 

The firft is, that in cafe what we receive from Virginia in tobacco (hotlld fall (hort 
of the fum 1 have computed we derive from thence, this deficiency is certainly made 
up fome other way; or, in other words, the Virginians fend us other commodities, 
or pay us with the balance of their trade with other places. The fecond obfervation is, 
that there is not the leaft danger of feeing this country over-peopled, and thereby 
finking the value of tobacco, becaufe there are a multitude of things to which the 
people may turn their hands; feveral of which have been enumerated already, and 
therefore 1 (hall only obferve that in the articles of filk and iron the inhabitants of 
this colony might lave us 300,0001. a year, and bring us in very near the fame fum 
from other nations. But it is now time to quit this agreeable topic, which however 
is a very hard talk for one who has any tincture of public fpirit, in order to proceed 
with the proper bufinefs of this chapter. 

6. In what we have delivered concerning Virginia, we have purfued the hi/lory 
only of the firft company eftablilhed by King James’s patent, called alfo the London, 
or South Virginia -company ; but we are next to account for the conduft of the other 
adventurers, or the weftern or Plymouth company, as they are (filed by the writers of 
thofe times, who contented themfelves for fome years with trading with the natives 
of North Virginia for furs, and filhing upon that coall. Two (hips being employed 
in this lilhery in the year 1614, commanded by the famous Captain John Smith and 
Captain Thomas Hunt: Captain Smith went on (hore, and took a particular view of 
the country of the Maffachufetts, and had fome Ikirmilhes with the natives; after which 
he returned to England, ordering Hunt to fail with the other (hip to Spain, and difpofe 
of the fi(h he had' tahen there ; but Hunt, propofing to make a market of the natives 
themfelves, as well as of their filh, after Captain Smith was gone, enticed twenty-feven 
men of the Indians on board his (hip, and then fetting fail with them to Malaga, fold 
them there to the Spaniards for (laves, at the rate of twenty pounds a man, among 
whom was an Indian called Squanto, afterwards very ferviceable to the Englifh. 

This outrage was fo refented by the Indians for' the prefent, that all commerce 
with them became impra&icable; nor was this the firft time the natives had been 
thus violently carried away by the Englifh; for Captain Harlow, in the year 1611, 
furprized one Epenow, and two more of his countrymen, and brought them to 
England; where Epenow learned Englifh enough to impofe upon his mafters; and 
underftanding that the hopes of acquiring mountains of gold was the principal induce¬ 
ment the Englifh had to vifit his country; the cunning Indian, in order to get thither 
again, pretended there was a rich gold mine not far from the country where he was 
born, which he woul'd guide them to if they thought it worth their while to fit out a 
(hip on fuch an expedition. This overture had the fuccefs Epenow expe&ed, and 
Captain Hobfori was difpatched the next year with provifions, tools, and materials, 
proper to make a fettlement, and open the mines Epenow had given them intelligence 
of. This (hip arriving on the coaft of Maffachufetts, feveral Indians came on board, 

pro- 
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promiling to return again the next day with furs and other merchandize; and they 
did, indeed, return, but in an hoftile manner, with twenty canoes full of armed men; 
and Epenow, beckoning to them to approach nearer the Ihip, jumped into the fea, 
and made his efcape to them; whereupon the Englifli fired upon the canoes, and 
were anfwered with a flight of arrows, and feveral were wounded on both fides, among 
whom was Captain Hobfon himfelf; after which the captain, without attempting 
any thing farther, thougt fit to return to England. 

In the year 1619, Captain Dormer was fent to New England, and with him 
^quanto, tqe Indian, as an interpreter, to endeavour to make peace with the natives, 
and fettle a ‘colony in the Maflachufetts bay, but to no purpofe; the Indians would 
not be reconciled, and, in a fkirmifh with them, Dormer received further wounds, 
whereupon he proceeded to Virginia, leaving Squanto on fhore in New England. The 
patentees, having met with fuch difeouragement, were, at laft, fo much difheartened, 
that they gave up all thoughts of making a fettlement; however, other adventurers 
carried on a trade to New England; eight (hips were employed in it by the merchants 
of London and Plymouth, this, and the next year, and the fuccefs was fuch, that the 
feamen, who were fharers alfo, had each feventeen pound in fix months time, as much 
as thirty pounds now, and as good as five pound a month, or mailer's pay. It is 
very probable that the commerce might have gone on in this manner for feveral 
years, without any thoughts of planting, though that was the motive upon which 
their patent was granted, fo early began the fafhion with companies, to make that 
their leaf! care for which they were conftituted. But it fo fell out, that a congregation 
of Independents or Brownifts, that for the fake of their religion had retired to Holland, 
and formed themfelves into a church under one Mr. John Robinfon, who was their 
minifter, found themfelves more uneafy there than they had been in England ; and 
therefore formed a project of feeking an eftablifhment in the New World, where they 
imagined they might enjoy peace and quiet; yet before they could carry this defign 
into execution, it was neccflary to have King James's licence, not only in regard to 
the rights of the crown; but to fecure them, when fettled, from being turned out, 
either by their own countrymen or ft rangers. In order thereto they got Sir Robert 
Nanton to procure the King’s conlent for their tranfporting themfelves to America. 
Sir Robert afked His Majefty that fuch a people might enjoy liberty of confcience 
under His gracious protection in America, where they would endeavour the advance¬ 
ment of His dominions, and promote the Golpel: the 1 King replied, “ It is a good 
and honelt propofal,” and yielded to it 

This congregation, by their agents in England, treated firft with the council at 
Plymouth for a large trad of‘land towards Norembegua and New Scotland; but 
upon better confideration they abandoned their purpofes, and refolved to feat them¬ 
felves more to the fouthward on the bank of Hudfon’s-river, which falls into the fea 
at New York. To this end, they contra&ed with fome merchants, who were willing 
to be adventurers with them, in their intended fettlement, and were proprietors of the 
country; but the contract bore too hard upon them, and made them the more eafy 
in the difappointment they met with in fettling on Hudfon’s-river; feveral of Mr. 
Robinfon’s congregation fold their eftates, and made a common banlt for a fund to 
carry on this undertaking. The agents hired the May-Flower, a‘Ihip of one hundred 
and eighty tons, which was freighted with proper goods and merchandize, and ordered 
to Southampton, where Ihe took aboard the company that came from Holland with 
Mr. Brewfter. The whole company, about one hundred and twenty perfons, failed 
from Plymouth, the 6th of September, and fell in with Cape Cod, on the 9th of 

November, 
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November, an ill time of the year*ceeded beyond their expc&ation; for the charter 
difficult labour; and nothing could ».eledt a governor, a council, and magiflratcs, and 
be: here they refreffied theififelves aboppofite tp ours, or encroached on the prero- 
fouthward for Hudl'on's River; but JonCT the hiftory thus low, and (hewing how, 
bribed by the Hollanders, who intended thJcttlement was founded and fixed in this 
as they did fome time after, inftead of puttinjmofl populous of our plantations upon 
dangerous ffioals and breakers, where, mcetingkirther in this way, bccaule it would 
again to the ('ape, upon which they put into the ‘ and becaufo the hiftory of New 
the feafon of the year, to attempt a i’ettlcment therein, much better informed thereof 
But Cape Cod not being within the limits of" the Iand’Vell content with endeavouring, 
patent, they affociatcd themfelves into a body politic, by k explaining the ffate of this 
having declared themfelves fubjefts of the crown of Engi.. 

fubmiflion to the laws that ffiould from time to time be made feneant by New England, 
The place they made choice of to build a town on was ver) is a general name for 
countrv .Aout it not lefs agreeable ; fo they refolved not to troubkprovince, properly 
friends r.bout obtaining any farther licence, but to rifque their forfion was originally 
deuce had caft them ; in confcquence of which refolution they wend been formerly 
in rar g their new town of Plymouth, for that was the name they gave'le was thus : 
lies m the latitude of 42 degrees north. The planters defigned to day in utfoned, he 
including women and chddren, were about an hundred, of whom only one bo’i of as 
the paffiige. Their hiftorians mention no more than nineteen families that fed 614; 
Plymouth, and give us the names but of forty-one effective men, among whon.and 
chief were John. Carver, whom they chofe governor, William Bradford, Edwii.d 
Winflow, John Brewfler, affiflant to Mr. Robinfon, and ruling elder of his church, 
Ifiac Alerton, Miles Standifh, John Howland, Richard Warren, Stephen Hopkins, Ed¬ 
ward Tilly, Chriftopher Martin, William White, Richard Clack, and Thomas Englilh. 
But fucli were the fatigues this infant colony underwent the firft winter, that out of an 
hundred planters fifty died within the fpace of two months; and had the Indians at¬ 
tacked them, they had probably all perifhed, but they met with no difturbance. 

After they had fixed themfelves at Plymouth Bay, they law very few of the natives 
till the middle of March, when Samofet, one of their fagamorcs, or captains, came to 
them in a friendly manner, and gave them to underhand they were welcome into the 
country, and that his people? would be glad to trade with them ; and coming again the 
next day with other Indians, they informed the Englilh that their great Sachem, whom 
they called Maffaffoiet, had his refidence but three days march to the northward, and 
intended them a vifit. And accordingly Maffaffoiet arrived the 22d day of March, 
with a retinue of fixty people; and, being received by Captain Standifh at the head 
of a file of mufketeers, was condu&cd to a kind of throne they had prepared in one 
of their houfes. 'I'his monarch was of a large ftalure, middle-aged, of a grave counte¬ 
nance, and fparing in his fpeech; his face was painted red, and both head and face 
fmeared over with oil; he had a mantle of deer-lkin, and his breeches and dockings, 
which were of a piece, were all of the fame materials ; his knife or tomohawk hung 
upon his bread on a firing, his tobacco-pouch behind him, and his arms covered with 
wild cat-fkins, and in the fame garb were his principal attendants. They did not ob- 
ferve any marks of diftin&ion between this prince and his fubje&s, unlefs it were a 
chain of fifh-bones, which Maffaffoiet wore about his neck. Soon after the Prince was 
feated, Mr. Carver, the governor, came in, with a guard of mufketeers, whereupon 
Maffaffoiet rofe up and kiffed him, after which they both Yet down, and an entertain¬ 
ment was provided by the Indians, of which no part appeared more acceptable than 
VOL. XII. K k the 
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promifing to return again the next day with furs v 

did, indeed, return, but in an hoftile manner, wilfully of it. In Maffafibiet’s retinue 
and Epenow, beckoning to them to approach j Hunt, and brought to New England 
and made his efcape to them ; whereupon riafledion for the Englifh, among whom 
wereanfwered with a flight of arrows, and frfavourable rcprefentation of the colony, 
whom was Captain Hobfon himfelf ; afti this friendly viflt; and, at this firfl: meet- 
any thing farther, thougt fit to return trand dcfenfive, with the Englifli, and even to 
In the year 1619, Captain Dorvign, and to hold his dominions of him; and, 
jquanto, tS|e Indian, as an interproalfoiet granted part of his country to the planters 
' and fettle a 'colony in the Mafia' 

not be reconciled, and, in a fVupon the mutual interefls of the con trading parties, 
whereupon he proceeded to 5 any years. 'i'he Sachem, who had been informed 
patentees, having met with people the Englifli were, both bv lea and land, promifed 
that they gave up all gainft the Naraganl'et Indians, his enemies; and the Englifh 
carried on a trade to M his friendfliip to eflablifh themfelves in that country. The 
of London and Plvted, Maflaffoiet returned to his capital, leaving Squanto with the 
feamen, who wenxtremely lerviccable to them, not only as an interpreter, but by 
as thirty poundi how to plant and manage their Indian corn, in piloting them along 
very probahi fupplying them with fifli, fowl, and venifon. The Englifli Hill remained 
years, wit’many of them died ; among whom was Mr. Carver, their governor, in the 
their pT April, 1621. The feamen alio had their fhare of illnefs, infbmuch that they 
their lot in a condition to fail till May, when the fhips returned to England to give 
of I r friends an account of the circumflances of the colony. 

a’While thefe fhips were gone to or remained in the Britifh dominions, the 
colony made choice of Mr. Bradford for their governor, who enjoyed that poll for 
many years, and faw the plantation thoroughly eftablifhed; notwithflanding that, in 
his time, there arofe fuch differences about religion as actually occafioued great feuds 
and jealoufies, and feemed to threaten worfe confequences. It may be expected, that I 
fhould give fome competent reafon for the quick progrefs of this colony beyond that 
of Virginia, which met with no fuch fuccefs; and this l'eems to he the rather neceflary, 
becaufe at firfl: fight one might be inclined to think that it ought to be attributed to 
the fuperior diligence and application of the Weftcrn Company, in companion of 
that of London; which is, however, lb far from being true, as in reality this company 
had no fhare at all in the fending over or eflabli/hing this- fiourifhing plantation. On 
the contrary, it was raifed by the fpirit, r.gilance, and ardour of the malcontents in 
the reign of King Charles I. who, before the breaking out of the civil war, and when 
they had little hopes of getting the government into their own hands, projected the 
fecuring to themfelves a fafe retreat in New England, which induced them to fend 
thither fuch regular fupplies, and thofe too under the direction of men very capable 
of anfwering the ends for which they were fent thither. We have feen with what 
wonderful fuccefs their firfl attempts were attended, and how foon their new colony 
was in a condition to defend and fupport itfelf, not only without any affiftance, but 
almoft without any notice from the crown, which in the beginning they did not defire; 
but afterwards, forefeeing many inconveniences that were’ likely to atterid this manner 
of proceeding, they very prudently refolved to alter it, and to procure to themfelves 
fuch farther fecurity as appeared to them requifite towards attaining thofe ends of 
which they were,in purfuit. 

This, therefore, being the cafe, and the colony of Plymouth flill remaining without 
a patent, or any title to the'lands they pofTeffed from the North Virginia (or New Eng¬ 
land) Company, fent over Mr. Winflow, one of their number, to folicit for both in the 

8. war 
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year 1624; and this gentleman fuficeeded beyond their expectation; for the charter 
he procured, enabled the planters to elect a governor, a council, and magi(trates, and 
to make laws, provided they Were not oppofite tp ours, or encroached on the prero¬ 
gatives of the crown. After conducting the hiftory thus low, and flicwing how, 
where, and when the firft regular Englifh fcttlement was founded and fixed in this 
country, now the largeft, beft improved, and mod populous of our plantations upon 
the continent, I muft cxcufe mylelf from going farther in this way, becaufe it would 
extend this fection to an unproportionable length: and becaufe the hiftofy of New 
England has been already written by feveral able men, much better informed thereof 
than 1 can poflibly be; and therefore I fltall be very well content with endeavouring, 
in as finall a compafs as I can, to do as much towards explaining the date of this 
colony, as I have already done for that of Virginia. 

7. In order to this, it will he neceflary to explain what is meant by New England, 
fincc it differs thus far frOm all our colonies, that, in reality, it is a general name for 
feveral of them, though there is no particular plantation, or even province, properly 
Jo called. We are therefore to obferve, that under this denomination was originally 
comprehended that part of the continent of North America, which had been formerly 
diled North Virginia and Norembegua, and the way it acquired this name was thus : 
When Captain Smith made his voyage thither, which has been before mentioned, he 
went afhore, with no more than eight perfons; and at that time drew a plan of as 
much of the country as he had feen. This, as I apprehend, was in the year 1614; 
and upon his return he {hewed the Prince of Wales his account of the country, and 
the map he had drawn of it. His then Royal Highnefs, afterwards King Charles I., read 
the one, and examined the other, giving feveral Englifh names to places diftinguifhed 
by Indian appellations in the book ; and from Captain Smith’s information of the foil 
and climate of the country, called it New England, which name it has ever fince borne. 
This work, thus feen, perufed, and approved by the Prince, Captain Smith publifhed 
to the world, under the title of “ A Delcription of New England,” in which he gave 
a very fair and true account of it, as well as of the advantages that might be hoped 
from a fcttlement there ; in attempting of which, however, he had the misfortune to 
be taken prifoner. by the French : but notwithflanding this, his treatife produced the 
intended died, and a&ually brought about that eftablifhment, of which we have already 
given the hiftory. He likcvdfe wrote and publifhed another book, which he called 
“ New England’s Trials,” which was very well received, infomuch that we may fafely 
aver, that all the advantages derived fince to Great Britain, from the feveral fettlements 
made in this large and fruitful country, are originally due to the virtue and induftry 
of this indefatigable man. 

The name and bounds of this country being thus fettled, it is neceflary next to 
take notice of the feveral plantations made in New England in the proper order of time, 
and then we fliall fhew in what fituation they now Hand. We have already given an 
account of New Plymouth, which was the firlt of them j and we are next to fpeak of 
that which, though later in point of time, is now become the moil confiderable in 
every refpect, and .which had its beginning and progrefs much in the fame manner 
with it. For in the year 1625 (as the New England hiflorian relates) Mr. White, 
tninifter of Dorchcfter, obferving the fucccfs of the Plymouth colony, projected a 
new fctllemenf. in the Maffachufets Bay in New England, and prevailing with 
Mr. Conant, and fome others, to go over, and make choice of a proper l'ettlement, he 
and his friends purchafed or procured a grant from the North Virginia, or New Eng¬ 
land Company, in the year 1622, to Sir Henry Rofwell, Sir John Young, knights.; 
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Thomas Southcot, John Humphreys, and Simon Newcomb, efqulres, their heirs, 
afligns, and affociates, of all that part of New England which lies between the great 
river Merimack and Charles River, <it the bottom of tfie Maflachufet’s Bay, and all 
lands, &c. three miles north of Merimack River, and three miles fouth of Charles 
River, and in length, or in longitude, between thofe rivers, from the Atlantic to the 
South Sea; and obtained a patent from King Charles I. to hold the lame as of his 
manor of Ealt Greenwich in common foccage, yielding and paying to His Majefty a 
fifth part of fuch gold and fdver ore as Ihould be from time to time found within thefe 
limits. Thefe gentlemen having taken in Sir Richard Saltonftal, Mr. Ifaac Johnfton, 
Samuel Addefly, John Van, Matthew Cradock, Thomas Goff, George Harwood, 
Samuel Moor, and feveral more, the following year 1628, procured a new patent with 
the names of the lafl-mentioned gentlemen inferted, as the proprietors; by which 
patent they and all others who Ihould join with them, were incorporated by the name 
of “ The Governor and Company of the Mafiachufets Bay in New Englandand 
were empowered to elect a governor, deputy-governor, and magiltratcs, and make 
laws for the good of the plantation, not repugnant to the laws of England ; and liberty 
of confcience was granted to all that Ihould fettle there. The adventurers, by virtue 
of this patent, ele&ed Mr. Cradock their governor, and Mr. Endicot their deputy- 
governor, and fgnt over the latter immediately to reinforce Mr. Conant, who was 
fettled at Neumkeak (now Salem), fituated on the coaft of New England, between the 
promontories of Marblehead and Cape Anne. 

This new colony was fupported with the fame fpirit and vigour as the former, and 
fuch mighty embarkations made for its fervice, as (hewed plainly enough of how great 
confequence it appeared to thofe who were its protestors in England; and fo much 
they were fet upon having fome man of diftinction on the fpot, that in the year 1630 
they chofe John Winthorp, efquire, governor, in the room of Mr. Cradock, who 
declined going over; and he appointed Mr. Thomas Dudley his deputy-governor: 
both of them embarked the fame year, with Sir Richard Saltonftal. Ifaac Johnfon, 
efquire, and the Lady Arabella his wife, Mr. Eaton, and feveral other patentees, on 
board a fleet of ten fail of large (hips, with about two hundred planters every way com¬ 
pletely furnilhed ; fo that loon after their arrival they erefted two new fettlements, the 
one ftiled Charles Town, on the north-fide of Charles River, and the other Dorchefter, 
at the bottom of Mafl'achufct’s Bay; and in a fhort time part of the inhabitants of 
Charles Town palling over to th ■ opposite ftiore, erected Bofton, which is now the 
capital of New England. As new planters arrived every year, the colony quickly be¬ 
came over-ftocked; and divifioils breaking out amonglt them, one Mr. Roger Wil¬ 
liams, who was pallor of a church of Brownifts, went and fettled without this govern¬ 
ment, and called his new plantation Providence, which afterwards was united to the 
government of Rhode Ifland ; of which we (hall fpeak in its proper place. 

In 1635, arrived a larger fleet from England than at any time before, and amongft 
other perfons of diftinStion, who came over in it, was Henry Vane, efquire, fon to Sir 
Henry Vane, fecretary of ftate to King Charles I. with whom the people were fo taken 
that they ele&cd him governor, in the room of Mr. Winthorp^ but as he had the 
misfortune to have a very roving and extravagant genius, he quickly loft his credit with 
them, and faw his predeceflbr reftored: upon which he formed a projeSt of eretting 
a new plantation to the north-weft of the Mafiachufet’s, which, however, he did not 
carry into execution ; but returning into England, was knighted, and made an extra¬ 
ordinary figure under the name of Sir Henry Vane the younger, as every body knows 
that is acquainted at all with our hiftory. But the project for a plantation on Connec¬ 
ticut 
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ticut River was not dropped, though Sir Henry Vane did not proceed in it. This fet- 
tlement was become the more neceflary, becaufe the Pequet Indians began to grow 
very troublefome; and as tile building a town and fort on that river would make a 
good frontier on that fide, agents were fent to view the country, who made fuch an 
advantageous report of the fruitfulnefs of the foil, and largenefs of the river, as made 
many ’of the planters of Newton, Dorchefter, Weatherton, and Roxbury entertain. 
thoughts of tranfplanting themfelves thither, being already ftraightened for room 
where they were. * 

Mr. Hooker, minifter of Newton, put himfelf at the head of thefe new adventurers, 
about a hundred in number, who fet out in the month of July, and travelling on foot 
with their children and baggage, about nine or ten miles a day, came in ten or eleven 
days to the banks of the river, where they began a town, which they called Hartford j 
after thefe came another draught from Dorchefler, who built a little town, which they 
called Windl'or; a third ’detachment, from Waterton, built Weathersfield; and a 
fourth from Roxbury, built Springfield. The town* the planters built on this river 
were fifty and fixty miles from its mouth, fo that the fhip freighted with provifions for 
thefe planters at the Maffachufets, came fo late in the year that it was frozen up at the 
mouth of it, fixty miles from the plantation ; upon which many of the new adventurers 
travelled back in the depth of winter, and others who attempted it were frozen to death. 
The calamities which attended them are fuch as all new fettlements are liable to ; but, 
however, thofe that had courage to flay till the fpring, carried on their fettlements with 
fuch fuccefs, that they were not only in a capacity of fubfifting, but making head 
againft their enemies. They had a fort of cominiffion from the government of the 
Mafi'achufets Bay ; but finding they had extended their plantations beyond the limits 
of that colony they entered into a voluntary ailbciation to obey the laws that fhould 
be made by proper perfons for the common good, and chofe Edward Hopkins, efq. 
their governor; ami in this fitualion they remained as to conftitution, till John Win- 
thorp, junior, cfquire, obtained an ample charter for them from King Charles II. 
authorizing them to eleCt their own governor, council, and magi ft rates; and ena£t 
fuch laws as they thought moft advantageous to the colony, not oppofite to the laws of 
England ; the benefit whereof they enjoy to this day. 

8. By that time this fettlcment was brought into tolerable order, George Fenwick, 
efq, was fent to New England, in order to make choice of the moft commodious fpot 
he could find, for the heads of that party which had hitherto fupported ali thefe 
colonies; and it was conceived he would execute his cominiffion the more readily, 
fince the Lord Vifcount Say and Seal, and the Lord Brook, two heads of the party, 
held lands on Connecticut, by virtue of a grant from the Earl of Warwick, another 
Puritan, who held a patent for all that part of the country, extending from the river 
Naraganlet forty leagues, in a ftrait line near the fea-fhore towards Virginia, as all the 
continent fouth of New England was then called, as far as Florida. The Earl of 
Warwick affigned his grant to thefe two lords, Brook and Say, Charles Fiennes, efq. 
brother to the Lord Say, Sir Nathaniel Rich of the Warwick family, Sir Richard 
Saltonftall, Richarrd Knightly, efq. John Pym, efq. John Hampden, efq. and Herbet 
Pelham, efq. Mr. Fenwick ieated himfelf at the mouth of the river, and built a town 
which he called Say brook, in which he was affifted by Mr. Winthorp, junior, fon of the 
governor of th6 Maffachufets ; but the gentlemen for whom Mr. Fenwick acted, finding 
matters grew more to a head at home, and forfeeing they fhould be more ufeful there 
for their country and their caufe, gave over the thoughts of Removing to New England, 
and authorized Mr. Fenwick to difpofe of their lands to the cotony of Connecticut, 
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who were the more willing to buy them bccaufe they had no title to their plantation 
without the limits of the Maflachufets patent than what pofleflion gave them. The 
very next year there came over fucfunuinbers of people’to fettle in New England, that 
the old colonics were over-ftocked, and there was an abfolute ncceflity of looking out 
for new plantations. 

Amongft thofe who put themfelves at the head of fuch as were inclined to 'remove 
irt the fummer of the year 1637, were Theophilus Eaton, efquire, a noted merchant of 
London, arid the Reverend Mr. Davenport. Thcfe gentlemen finding there was not 
room at the Maflachufets, and being informed of a large bay to the fouth-weflof Con¬ 
necticut River commodious for trade, purchafed of the natives all the land that lies 
between tha£ river and New York or Hudfon’s River ; thither they removed, feated 
themfelves in the bay over againll Long lfland, and built New Haven ; from whence 
that colony, province, and government were fo denominated, as alfo Guilford, Milford, 
Stamford, and Brainford ; they alfo went over to Long lfland, and made there feveral 
fettlements, ereCting churches in all places where they fettled; but being without the 
limits of the Maflachufets jurifdi&ion, they had no charter, and no other title to the 
lands than what they had from the natives ; the men who fettled in this colony were 
generally Londoners and merchants, who applied themfelves firfl to trade, after the 
example of Governor Eaton, who had been an eaft-country merchant, and travelling 
into Denmark, was employed by the King as his agent at that court. But the new 
comers met with fo many lofles, either as novices in the American trade, or fume 
unfortunate accidents, that they were difeouraged in their trade, and were going to 
tranfport themfelves to Maryland or Ireland, until at lafl turning to hulbandry, they 
thrived wonderfully, and thought no more of removing. 

While the fouth-weft parts of New England were thus filling with inhabitants, the 
north-eaft were not neglected: the Englifh very much frequented the coalt for the 
benefit of fi/hing and the fur trade, for which that part of the country lay convenient. 
This put fome of them on attempting a fettlement between the rivers Merimack and 
Sagadahock, and it fucceeded fo well in a few years that there were two counties laid 
out. New Hampfhire and Main, and feveral towns built, as Dover, Hampton, Wells, 
Kittery, &c. Thefe planters and traders being fettled without the limits of the Maf- 
fachulets colony, entered into a voluntary combination, and formed themfelves into a 
body politic, after the example of Connecticut colony ; thus they continued, till being 
wearied out with feuds and divif ons, mey petitioned the general court of the Mafla- 
chufi ts to be brought within their jurifdiction, which was done : yet, in 1684, they 
made an abfolute refignation of their charter, and the government has remained in the 
hands of the crown ever fince. Thus the reader has feen, in few words, the rife and 
progrefsof the feveral plantations raifed in New England, which had a quicker growth 
than any that were ever attempted from hence, or perhaps from any other country ; for 
in the fpacc of about twenty years, they had above twice as many good towns, well fettled, 
and the people in a very happy and thriving condition; and indeed it mull be allowed, the 
inhabitants were the molt laborious and induftrious that were any where fettled in 
America; for though they had fcarce any ftaple commodity, yet they made every thing 
turn to account, and that chiefly, as I have been informed, by purfu'ing Readily thefe two 
maxims: firfl, to fix themfelves well, and to raife one or more good towns in conve¬ 
nient places, and next to build and freight fhips with fuch commodities as they had, 
and to fend them any where to find a proper market. 

9. The country of New England comprehends, at prefent, four confiderable colonies, 
or governments, viz. the Maflachufets, which with New Plymouth and the Main are 
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now included in one charter; New Ilamplhire, which remains a feparate government; 
Connecticut, which likewife comprehends New Haven ; and Rhode Ifland, with Pro¬ 
vidence Plantation. The whole country extends from 41 to 45 degrees north latitude, 
and lies betwixt 67 and 73 degrees of weftern longitude; bounded on the north-weft 
by Canada ; on the north-cad by Nova Scotia; on the eafl and fouth by the Atlantic 
Ocean, *and on the weft by New York ; ftretching in length fomewhat more than three 
hundred miles, and in fome places it is near two hundred in breadth. The air of this 
country is fliarper than ours, though it lies lb much farther to the fouth, and the winters 
are longer and feverer than they are here ; but then their bummers are warjner, though - 
fliortcr titan ours; and, at the fame time, the inhabitants have the advantage of a clear 
Iky, which renders the country very wholefome; fo that none of our plantations agree 
belter with an Knglifh conflitution. Their longeft day at liofton is about fifteen hours, 
and their fhorteft about nine ; the land, next the lea, is generally low, and in fome 
places marlhy ; but farther up, the land riles into hills ; along the north-call the country 
is rocky and mountainous. 

As it is wafhed by the ocean on the call and fouth, it has many good harbours, fome 
of them fo capacious as to be able to receive large fleets. There are few countries 
better watered ; for, befides l’everal fntall lake's and rivulets, there are no lefs than feven 
navigable rivers. The moll weftern of thefe is Connecticut ; which, rifing in the north 
of New England, runs almoft directly fouth, till it falls into the fea, dnd runs, at leaft, 
two hundred miles, and navigable to a great height, having at its mouth two large 
towns, called Saybrook and Lime : to the ealt of this lies the River of Thames, though 
Ids conliderable titan the former ; it likewife runs fouth, and falls into the fea a little 
below New London, 't he river Patuxet riles in the north-well of the country of 
Mafl’achufcts, and running foulh-ealt, lulls into a noble bay near Swanfey : the river 
Merimack riles in the north of New England, and runs dire&ly fouth for near one 
hundred miles, and then turning call, falls into the fea between Salilbury and Newbury. 
The river Pifcataway runs from welt to call, and falls into the fea atPortfmouth, where 
the opening is lb large that it allbrds a port capable of receiving the largeft fhips: the 
river Saco riles in the north of New England, and running fouth, falls into the fea 
between tile capes. Porpus and Elizabeth : the river Calco runs parallel thereto, till it 
falls into a bay of its own name. 

It is owing to the convcniepcy of fo many fine rivers that this country is fo full of 
large and populous towns; and in the country between the rivers there is fuch plenty 
of finall brooks and fprings, that there is lcarcc any place where water may not be had, 
by finking a well to the depth of ten foot; and, which is another lingular advantage, 
tlie water is almoft every where good and fit for all kinds of ules. 

As to quadrupeds or four-footed animals, they are here in great plenty, both tame 
and wild ; among the former are cows, Iheep, goats, hogs, and hori’es, all originally 
brought from England, but now very numerous here; the latter are, generally fpeak- 
ing, of a much fmaller breed than ours, but they are fomewhat larger than the Wellh : 
they are, notwithftanding the inferiority of their fize, extremely ferviceable; and, 
though they hav* bpt one pace, and that too not very agreeable, being a kind of a 
Ihuffle, yet they go at a very great rate ; fome fay, not lefs than twenty miles an hour, 
which would be a little incredible, if fome New England horfes had not been brought 
over to Britain, \vhich are faid to have put the matter beyond difpute ; but though 
there are plenty of thefe horfes, yet they fell at a good rate, twenty pounds being looked 
upon to be a very low price for a found horfc at the prime of. his age. As for btafts 
of the forefts they have almoft all forts, fuch as deer, elks, rackoons, bears, wolves, 
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which feem to be only a kind of wild dogs; which, when they are taken very young, 
may be made tame; foxes, hares, rabbets, lquirrels, beavers, martins, opofTums, which 
are fmall beafts about the fize of a,fox, and grey as a badger; remarkable for having 
a falfe belly, in which they hide their young, and from whence they may be taken 
without any prejudice either to them or to the beaft itfelf. They have alio a great 
many cur-dogs, but thefe I fuppofe were originally from Europe. When the' Englifh 
firft fettled here, they made a great profit of furs, but they are fince much fallen in 
( their valui. 1 have been the Ihorter in the accounts of thefe creatures, which arc com¬ 
mon enough in other countries of America, that I might have the more leifure to 
deferibe a creature which is peculiar almofl; to New England ; and which feems there¬ 
fore to deferve a more particular defeription. 

The moofe is found no where but in North America, and is one of the nobleft 
creatures in the foreft : there are two forts, the; common grey moofe, by the Indians 
called wampoofe, (thefe are more like the ordinary deer, ahd like them herd fometimes 
thirty in a company) and the large and black moofe, of which wc have the following 
account: He is the head of the deer kind, has many things in common with other deer, 
in many differs, but in all very fuperior. The moofe is made much like a deer, parts 
the hoof, chews the cud, has no gall, and his cars large and erett; the hair of the 
black moofe is a,dark grey, upon the ridge of his back ten or twelve inches long, of 
which the Indians make belts; he has a very fliort tail. The New England hunters 
have found a flag moofe of fourteen fpans in height from the withers, reckoning nine 
inches to the fpan, that is ten feet and an half; a quarter of this venifon weighed more 
than two hundred pounds. A few years ago a gentleman furprifed one of the black 
moofe in his grounds, within two miles of Boflon. It proved a doe or hind of the 
fourth year; after fhe was dead they mcafured her upon the ground from the nofe to 
the tail between ten and eleven feet; fhe wanted an inch of l'cven feet in height. The 
horns of the moofe, when full grown, are about four or five feet from the head to the 
tip, and have (hoots and branches to each horn, and generally fpread about fix feet; 
when the horns come out of the head they are round, like the horns of an ox, about a 
foot from the head they begin to grow a palm broad, and further up dill wider, of 
which the Indians make good ladles, that will hold a pint. When a moofe goes through 
a thicket, or under the boughs of trees, he lays his horns back on his neck, not only 
that he may make his way the eaficr, but to cover the body from the browfe or fcratch 
of the woods. Thefe prodigious horm are fhed every year. 

A moofe does not fpring or rife in going as deer, but fhoves along Tideways, throwing 
out the feet like a horfe, in a raking pace. One of thefe large black moofe, in his 
common walk, has been feen to ftep over a large gate, five feet high : after you 
unharbour a moofe, he will run a courfe of twenty or thirty miles before he turns 
about, or comes to a bay ; when they are chafed they generally take to the water. 
The common deer, for a fhort fpace, are fwifter than a moofe ; but then a moofe foon 
out-winds a deer, and runs much farther. The meat of a moofe is excellent food ; 
and though it is not fo delicate as the common venifon, yet it is more fubftantial, and 
will bear faking ; the moofe is looked upon as a great dainty. The* black moofe are 
rarely found above four or five together ; the young ones keep with the dam a full 
year. A moofe calves every year, and generally brings two ; they bring forth their 
young ones llanuing, and the young fall from their dam upon their feet. The time of 
their bringing forth is generally in the month of April. 

The moofe being very'tall, and having very fhort necks, do not graze as the common 
deer, other cattle, «c. do, and if at any time they eat grafs, it is the top of that which 
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grows very high, or “on fteep rifing ground ; in the futnmer they feed upon plants, 
•herbs, and young fhrubs, tlijt grow upon the land, but moftly, and with the greateft 
delight, on water plants, efpecially a fort of wild colt’s-foot and lilly that abound in 
their ponds and near the banks of rivers, and for which the moofe will wade far and 
deep ; and by the noife they make in the waiter, the hunters often difcover them. In 
the winter they live upon browfe, or the tops of bullies and young trees, and being 
very tall and ftrong, they will bend down a tree as big as a man’s leg ; and where the 
browfe fail them they will eat off the bark of ionic fort of trees as high as they can 
reach ; they generally feed in the night, and lie ftill in the day. The fkinof the moofe, 
when well dreifed, makes excellent buff; the Indians make their luo\v-fhoes of them. 
Their way of dreffmg it, which is very good, is thus : After they have haired and 
grained the hide, they make a lather of the moofe’s brains in warm water, and after 
tliey have foaked the hideior feme time, they ft retch and fupple it. 

There is hardly greater variety and plenty of fowl any where, fuch as turkies, geefe, 
partridges, ducks, herons, ftorks, heath-cocks, fwans, wigeons, dapers, black-birds ; all 
forts of barn-door fowl, crows, ravens, cormorants, &c. Vaft flights of pigeons come 
and go at certain feafons of the year. 

The fdh in the fea and rivers here are excellent, and in vaft abundance, as cod, thorn- 
back, fturgeon, fahnon, haddocks, herrings, mackrcl, fmelts, eels* lampreys, fliarks, 
feals, porpufles, grampuffrs, whales, and other fifli, great and fmall. The bell months 
for fifliing are March, April, May, and June. Six or feven ftar-fifh were formerly 
taken off the fhore near Nantucket, of which Governor Win thorp gave the Royal 
Society an account, having obferved that this fifh divides itfclf into no lefs than 81,920 
fmall parts by branchings, and is one of the moft wonderful works of the creation. 
Some years fince there ftranded on the coaft of New England a dead whale, of the fort 
which in fifher’s language is called trumpo, having teeth like thofe of a mill, its mouth 
at a good diflance from and under the nofe, and feveral partitions in the nofe, out of 
which run a thin oily fubftance they candied ; the remainder, which proved a thick fat 
fubftance, being feraped out, was faid to be the fpennaccti. We have feme very 
curious accounts., not only of this, but of other kinds of whales, by the ingenious Mr. 
Dudley, which for want of room I omit; and alfo, bccaufc, 1 fhall be obliged to men¬ 
tion this fubjeft again more largely in another place. 

We will now proceed from the animal to the vegetable kingdom, which is in full as 
flourifhing a condition, and yields very little to any country in America. There is 
plenty of good timber in the woods and fwamps of New England; but that plenty is 
fo much leffened within ten or twelve miles from the fea,_that, we are told, there is a 
neceffity of a law to prevent the wafte of woods, which three or fourfeore years ago 
the planters would have been glad to have feen wafted. Oak, elm, fir, afh, cyprefs, 
fine chefnut, walnut, cedar, beech, afpin, faflafras, and fhumack, are common here; 
their fir is of an extraordinary growth for mails, yards, and planks. The fhumack is 
of ufe for dyers and tanners ; and as there is no want of hides or {kins, nor bark, 
there muft be much leather in New England, if thofe advantages are improved ; the 
oak has fupplied the Shipwrights for building; the fir produces pitch, tar, rofin, and 
turpentine. All forts of garden and orchard trees grow in perfe&ion, fo that it is no 
hard thing forgone planter to make a hundred hogfheads of cyder in a feafon, and the 
export of apples to the fugar iflands is one of the conftant articles in the trade of the 
province. • 

It is affirmed, their apples are larger and fweeter than ours ift England ; and the 
fame obfervation extends .to‘their plums, cherries, peaches, pears, &c. All forts of 
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roots for the table are in great plenty here, as turnips, parfnips, carrots, radifhes, much 
larger and richer than in England, though originally their feeds came from hence. 
There are alfo pompions and onions, ’good ftore of water-melons ; and fquafhes grow 
here, perhaps from feeds that were firft brought from Portugal; whither the traders 
here haVe long font, and ftill fend, their fifh in great quantities. Flax and hemp grow*,, 
as naturally here as in any country on the Baltic, and in as great perfection '; oats, 
barley, peas, beans, and indeed every thing of this kind, fucceed as well as can be 
• wkhed; but amongft them all, there is nothing fo much planted as Indian corn, of 
which Mr. Winihorp having given a large account to the Royal Society, we fhall take 
as much as is neceffary for ours, or the reader’s purpofc, from thence, and infert it here. 

The natives called it Weachin, and in fome fouthern parts of America it is known by 
the name of maiis or maize; the ear is a fpan long, compofed of eight rows of grain, 
or more, according to the goodnefs of the ground, about thirty grains in a row; it is of 
various colours, as red, white, yellow, blue, olive, greenifh, black, lpeckled, ftriped, and 
fometimes in the fame field, and in the fame year; but the white and yellow is the moft 
common; the ear is defended from the cold and ftorms by ftrong thick hulks, the 
ftalks grow fix or eight feet high ; that of New England is not quite fo tall as that of 
Virginia, and at Canada it is lhorter than at New England ; ’tis jointed like a cane, and 
full of fweet juice,''like the fugar cane, and a fyrup as fweet as fugar may be made of 
it, as has been often tried ; at every joint there are long flags, and at the top a branch 
of flowers like rye bloffoms. 

It is generally planted from the middle of April to the middle of May. In the 
northern parts the Mohawk corn is not planted till the middle of June, and yet is ripe 
mfeafon. The ftalks of this fort are fiiort, and the ears near the bottom, and are of 
feveral colours. The manner of planting maize is in rows, at equal diftance every way, 
about five or fix feet; the earth is opened with a hoc four inches deep, and four or five 
grains are thrown into it, at a little diftance from one another in the breadth of a hoe, 
then they are covered with earth ; if they grow the crop will anfwer. The corn is 
weeded at a hand’s length, and the earth is loofened about it with a hoe. This labour 
muft be repeated as the weeds come up; when the ftalk begins to grow high, a little 
earth fhould be drawn about it, and on putting forth the ear fo much as to make a little 
hill, like a hop-hill. It is ripe about the middle of September ; it muft be ftripped as 
foon as gathered, unlefs it is laid thin, to prevent its growing mouldy or fprouting. The 
common way is to move the ear together, in long traces, by fome part of the hulks left 
thereon, which is called tracing. Thefe traces they hang upon bearers, without doors, 
and will keep fo all winter good and fweet. The Indians thrafli it as they gather it. 
They dry it well on matts in the fun, and bury it in holes in the ground, lined with 
mofs or matts, which are their barns. The Englilh of late plant it with the help of the 
plough; they turn up fingle furrows, fix feet diftance; then plough acrofs, at the 
feme diftance, throw in the com where thefe meet, and cover it with a hoe, or run 
another furrow over it with the plough. 

The Indians boil it till it becomes tender, and eat it with fifh or vevifon inftead of 
bread ; fometimes they bruife it in mortars, and fo boil it. The jnoft ufual way is to 
parch it in afhes, ftirring it fo artificially as to be very tender, without burning; this 
they fift and beat in mortars into fine meal, which they eat dry, or mixed with water. 
The Englifh mix it into a ftiff pafte, make bread of it, which they bake all day or all 
night. The belt fort of food which is made of it is called lamp: to make it, the corn 
is Watered half an h6ur, beaten in a mortar to the bignefs of rice, fifted, boiled, and 
eaten with milk, or butter and fugar, like rice; and this feems to be fo good and whole- 
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fome a diet, that ’tis a ftrange fort of folly in fome that defpife it bccaufe it is Indian 
corn ; and the Indians have no other corn to eat. The Englifh have alfo made good 
beer of it by malting it, or making it of bread > when they malt it, it mud chit both 
ways, root and blade; to do which they heap it up at a convenient time, then take 
away the top of the earth of a garden-field, two or three inches deep ; after which 
they cfiver the ground with the corn and the corn with the earth ; when the plat j ; , 
green all over with the corn-fprouls, which it will be in about ten days, it mud be 
taken up, the earth fliaken from it and dried, and then walhed and dried again on, a 
kiln ; this makes the malt and that the beer, which will be pleafant, whalefome, and of 
a brown colour. The beer made of bread is more durable, and altogether as pleafant; 
to make this they cut the bread into great lumps as big as a man’s fift, mafh and 
manage it as they do mall; adding or omitting Imps, of which they have enough, and 
as good a fort of their own as is defircd. No Indian corn grows wild now; but both 
that and kidney-beans were found among the natives. The Indians have a tradition 
that the firft grain of corn was brought thither by a black-bird, and the firft bean by a 
crow. 

We are now to proceed from the dcfcription of the? country, and an account of its 
produce, in which we ought by all means to include iron ore, of which there is in this 
country great plenty : 1 fay our method leads us to go on to the political ftate and con¬ 
dition of this colony, that the fituation of the Englifh therein may be rendered more 
obvious, and be the better apprehended. In order to do this as fuccindtly as poflibie, 
we lhall obferve there arc very few countries in which lb many different forms of 
government have prevailed within fo narrow a l'pace of time as in New England. Ac 
the firft going over of the people thither they f ramed a government of their own, and 
afterwards procured, as themfelves boaft, or fome of their writers have boafted for 
them, the crtablifhment of a republic, by virtue of a patent from King James I. which, 
however, they managed fo indifferently, and were guilty of fuch flagrant oppreflions, 
on account of differences in religion, that their charter was in the reign of King 
Charles II. declared forfeited; and though it was renewed under the reign of King 
William, yet it was under various reftrictions, and with fevcral material alterations; fo 
that we may fafely affirm that there are at prefent three kinds of governments eftablifhed 
by law in thofe four colonies; which,as we before obferved, are eftablifhed within the limits 
of New England. The firft kind of government I fhall mention is that old form of charter 
government which allows the people to chufc annually their own governors, deputy- 
governors, council, and affembly, with all their officers, civil and military, and to make 
fuch laws as to them Avail fectn expedient, provided they are not repugnant to the laws 
of Great Britain. This kind of government, which, I believe, is more independent 
than that of any colony belonging to any other nation in the world, is enjoyed in its full 
extent by the people who inhabit the plantations of Connecticut and Rhode Ifland ; but 
they make a very different ufe of it; for thofe of the firft-mentioned colony are very 
ftrict in point of religion, whereas thofe in Rhode Ifland arc the freeft in that refpeft 
of any in the \^orld ; for there are among them people of all religions, or rather of 
all thofe fetts into’which Proteftants are divided, but without the leaft prejudice to their 
temporal concerns, every man being alike capable of magiftracy ; and with refpeft to 
an eftablifhed shurch there is none, but each body of Chriftians live according to their 
own fyftem, and chufe and pay their minifters as they think fit. The great colony of 
Maffachufets is likewife a charter-government, but the appointment of the governor, 
lieutenant-governor, fecretary, and all the officers of the admiralty, is veiled in the 
crown. The people have not only the choice of the affembly but of the council; 
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upon which, however, the governor in his turn has a negative ; and, by virtue of his 
tommiffion as captain-general, has the power of the militia ; fo that here the fupireme 
authority refts neither in the governor nor the people, But in them both, whenever 
they can agree to exert it.' The government of New Hamplhire is entirely in the 
hands of the crown, in the fame manner as that of Virginia and other colonies. 

The capital of this country is Boilon, in the county of Suffolk, and within the pro- " 
vince of Maffachufet Proper : it is fituated in the latitude of 42 degrees 20 minutes 
.north, and ih 71 degrees of longitude weft front London; it ftands on a peninfula 
about four milvs in circumference, at the bottom of a fine bay of the fea, at the 
entrance whereof are feveral rocks which appear above water, and above a dozen fmall 
iflands, fome of which arc inhabited. There is but one fafe channel to approach the 
harbour, and that fo narrow that two Ihips can fcarce fail through abreaft ; but within 
the harbour there is room enough for five hundred fail to lie at anchor. The entrance 
is defended by the caftle of Fort William, on which are one hundred guns mounted, 
twenty of which lie in a platform, level with the water, fo that it is fcarce poffible for 
an enemy to pafs the caftle ; and, to prevent furprize, they have a guard placed on one 
of the rocks about two leagues diftant, on which alfo there ftands a little houfo, from 
whence they make iignals to the caftle when any fhips come near it : there is alfo a 
battery of great guns at each end of the town, which commands the harbour, to the 
fire whereof any enemy would be expofed if he fhould be lo fortunate as to pafs the 
caftle. 

At the bottom of the bay there is a pier near two thoufand feet in length, with ware- 
houfes for the merchants on the north fide of it; and fhips of the greateft burden may 
come up clofe to the pier and unload, without the help of boats. The greateft part of 
the town of Bofton lies in the form of a crefccnt about the harbour, the country beyond 
rifing gradually, and affording a molt delightful prolpect from the fea. There are in 
it feveral flreets, not much inferior to the belt in London, the chief of which runs- 
from the pier up to their town-houfe or guild-hall, a handforne building, where are 
walks for the merchants, as on the exchange ; and there alfo are the council-chamber, 
the houfe of reprefentatives, and their courts of juftice, the exchange being furrounded 
with bookfcllers-fhops, who have trade enough to employ five printing-preffes. There 
are ten churches of all denominations, of which fix are Independents, the inoft pre¬ 
vailing party in New England ; and the number of fouls ill the town of that perl'uafion 
may be' about fourteen or fifteen thoufand. The epifcopal church is handfomely built 
and adorned, and the congregation laid to be about a thoufand in number. Their 
church furniture and fome pieces of plate were given them by King William and 
Queen Mary, and their organ by Thomas Brattley, efquirc. There is alfo in this 
church a magnificent feat for the governor, who comes thither when he happens to be 
of the church of England. Bofton is the moll flourifhing town for trade in Englifh 
America, and there are feveral hundred fail of fhips, brigantines, and other veffels, 
annually loaded here with timber, beef, pork, fifh, and other commodities, for Europe 
or the American iflands : their merchants and tradeftnen are a polite Jort of people, 
many of them having travelled into Europe, or converfed with foreigners of feveral 
nations at home: their houfes are elegantly furnifhed, and their tables as well ferved as 
thofe of the merchants and tradefmen of London; all manner of provjfions being as 
plentiful as in any town in Old England. 

A late writer tells us in relation to the fortrefs before-mentioned, that it is a beautiful 
caftjp, by far the fineft piece of military architecture in Britifh America; being a quarry 
furrounded by a covered way, and joined with two lines of communication to the main 
. battery. 
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battery, as alfo a line of communication from the main gate to a redoubt, to prevent 
any enemies landing; and the battery is fituated fo near to the channel, as to hinder * 
{hips coming up to the town, which mull all come within piftol-fhot of it. In time of 
peace there is but one company on duty in the caftle; but in time of war, there are 
.five hqndred able bodied men, exempted from all other military duty, to attend the 
fcrvice of the caflle at an hour’s warning, when the fignal is given from the night- 
houfe of the approach of an enemy. The caftle thereupon makes a fignal to the 
town; and if five {hips or more appear in time of war, the neighbouring country is 
alarmed, by firing a beacon. In this city commonly the governor refides; here the 
general court and nflembly meet, and almoft all the public bufinefs of the province is 
here tranfacled. The number of houfes is computed at four thoufand four hundred ; 
the number of people at about twenty-four thoufand; and the {hipping of this port is 
computed at between fix and feven hundred. There are, befides this, feveral great 
towns and good ports and a multitude of fmall ones, in New England ; but I have not 
room to enter into more particular accounts. 

As to the number of people, writers differ extremely, and it is not eafy to know 
which is in the right; but the following about twenty years ago was faid to be the 
bed authority; viz. that in the Maffachufets colony there were eighty thoufand fouls; 
in that of Connecticut, thirty thoufand; and in Rhode Illand, to® thoufand; in the 
whole, one hundred and twenty thoufand : but I am perfuaded that, at prefent, they 
amount to one hundred and fi.xty thoufand at leafi. 

The commerce of thefe colonies is very confiderable, and extends itfelf over all 
America, and into fome parts of Europe; they furailh our fugar-colonies with fifh, 
cattle, boards, hoops, pipe-ltaves, bark, {kins, butter, cheefe, oil, tallow, corn, apples, 
turpentine, <kc. and this in fuch valt abundance, that it is computed the ifland of Bar- 
badoes alone takes off to the value of two hundred thoufand pounds every year; they 
deal befides with the other fugar-colonies, fometimes with the French, largely with the 
Spaniards, and they {hip off prodigious quantities of fifli to Italy, Spain, and Portugal. 
They take from us all kinds of mercery goods, linen, {lockings, flioes, fail-cloth, 
cordage, habcrdjifhery ware, and a vail many other things; in return they build a 
prodigious number of fhips, and export a valt quantity of mads, plank, and yards, for 
the royal navy ; pitch, tar, turpentine, fkins, furs, oil, whale-fins, logwood, and other 
commodities. 

The obfervations made by the famous Sir Jofiah Child, in reference to this colony, 
are very well worthy our notice, as they will lead us to form the trued judgment 
poflible, as to that important point, what the profit* is which refults to this kingdom, 
from our plantations in New England ; upon which he reafons in the following manner: 

“ id. All our American plantations, except the New England, produce commodities 
of different natures, as fugar, tobacco, cocoa, wool, ginger, fundry forts of dyeing 
woods, &c.: whereas New England produces generally the fame we have here ; viz. 
corn and cattle ; fome quantity of fifli they do likewii'e kill, but that is taken and 
cured altogether by their own inhabitants, which prejudices our Newfoundland trade; 
where, as has been fciid, very few are, or ought, according to prudence, to be employed 
in thefe fifhcrics but the inhabitants of Old England. The other commodities we 
have from them are fome few great mads, furs, and train oil, of which the yearly 
value amounts to very little; the much greater value of returns from thence being 
made in fugar, cotton, wool, tobacco, and fuch like commodities, which they firft 
receive from fome other of His Majedy’s plantations, in barter, for dry cod-fifh, fait, 
mackarel, beef, pork, bread, beans, flour, peafe, &c. which they fupply Barbadoes, 
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Jamaica, &c. with, to the diminution of the vent of thofe commodities from this king¬ 
dom ; the great experience of which, in our own Weft India plantations, would foon 
be found in the advantage of the value of our lands in England, were it not for the 
vaft and almoft incredible fupplies thofe colonies have from New England. 

“ adly. The people of New England, by virtue of their primitive charters, being 
not fo ftridly tied to the obfcrvation of the laws of this kingdom, do fomeliincs 'alliime 
the liberty of trading, contrary to the ad of navigation; by reafon of which many of 
our .American commodities, elpecially tobacco and fugar, are tranfported in New 
Fnglifh fliippirg, direCtly into Spain, and other foreign countries, without being landed 
• in England, or paying any duty to His Majelty; which is not only a lofs to the King, 
and prejudice to the navigation of Old England, but alfo a total exclufion of the Old 
Englilh merchant from the vent of thofe commodities in thofe ports where the New 
Englifh veffels trade; becaufe there being no cuftom on thofe commodities in New 
England, and a great cuftom paid on them in Old England; it mult necetlarily follow 
that the New Englifh merchant will be able to afford his commodity much cheaper 
than the Old Englifh merchant; and thofe that can fell cheapcit, will infallibly engrofs 
the whole trade looner or later. 

“ 3dly. Of all the American plantations. Ilia Majefty has none fo apt for the build¬ 
ing of {flipping as New England, nor none comparably fo qualified for the breeding of 
feamen, not only by reafon of the natural induftry of that people, but principally by 
reafon of their cod and mackarel fiflieries; and, in my poor opinion, there is nothing 
more prejudicial, and in prolpcct more dangerous, to any mother-kingdom, than the 
increase of fhipping in her colonies, plantations, and provinces. 

“ 4thly. The people that evacuate from us to Barbadocs and the other Weft India 
plantations, as was before hinted, do commonly work one Englifh to ten or eight 
blacks; and if we kept the trade of our laid plantations entirely to England, England 
would have no lefs inhabitants, but rather an increafe of people, by fuch evacuation, 
bccaufe that one Englifhman, with ten blacks that work u ith him, accounting what 
they eat, ufe, and wear, would make employment for four men in England, as was 
faid before; whereas, peradventure, of ten men that blue from us to New England 
or Ireland, what we fend to or receive from them docs not employ one man in 
England.” 

But with great fubmiflion to fo knowing a man and fo'able a judge as he was in 
thefe matters, what he has delivered upon this fubject, though hitherto received with 
general approbation, is liable to many objections, which, being duly confideral, will 
give th * ftate and utility of this colony another afpeCt. For with refpect to his firft 
head of objections, it is not the fault of New England that they have not a ftaple com¬ 
modity, as well as the fugar and tobacco plantations, but it is our own; fince we 
might be furnifiled from thence with as great plenty, and in as great perfection, as 
from any part of the Baltic, with all the naval ftores, which are fo neceflary, and for 
which we actually pay yearly a vaft fum of ready money. It is therefore very unjuft 
to call New England a ulclcfs province, becaufe we will not make ufe qf her commo¬ 
dities, which we might command for our own manufactures, at our ‘own time and on 
our own terms, but rather pay our money for them to foreigners, who, whenever an 
opportunity oilers, never fail to force their own terms upon us. As to the provifions 
furniflied to our fugar colonies by the people of New England, it is fo far from being 
a difadvantage to the nation, that it is a very great convenience ; for without it they 
could not poflibly fuhfift. This, at firft fight, may feem a very bold affertion, but I 
am Very confident that it is true; for in time of peace, if the fugar colonies were to 
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draw all their provifions from hence, it would make their commodity much dearer, 
and confequently enable foreigners to beat us out of that trade entirely, and in time - 
of war the people in thofe colonies would be in danger of ftarving, as the inhabitants 
of the French l'ugar iflands generally are; to avoid which inconveniency, they are now 
labouring to render Louvifiana as ufcful to their fugar colonies, as New England is to 
^iburs : and after all, what the New England people get by this trade comes hither. To 
this we may add, that if we had not fettled New England the French certainly would; 
the confequcnces of which may be more eafily conceived than dcfcribed. • 

The fecond objection admits of the fame anfwer. We have the benefit of all the 
trade the people in this colony carry on in Europe, as well as America; and while 
we have this certain advantage, there feems to be no juft caufe for our difturbing our- 
fclves with the thoughts of the advantages that might be gained if this trade ran in 
another channel; fince thefe are uncertainties, as to which, however, our government 
has already taken all the precautions that are poflible, or at leaft that are practicable, 
without running into greater inconveniences than thofe they are calculated to guard 
againft. The breeding of fcamen and the building of (hips are not found by expe¬ 
rience to be attended with the inconveniences that were feared from them; but, on the 
contrary, have had many advantageous confequences, both in time of war and of peace. 
The fourth objection, which feems to have the greateft weight of any, we know now 
by experience has in reality no weight at all; for without having colonies compofed en« 
tirely of white people, it would be itnpoflible for us to defend our other colonies 
againft our enemies in America j and, as we fliall ftiew hereafter in fpeaking of 
Georgia, inflead of repining at the want of negroes in New England, we ought rather 
to wifit that there were fewer negroes elfewhere. The reader will eafily perceive that 
I do not affeft to contradict this great author, I only exprefs the reafons why his argu¬ 
ments do not convince me, and, from the lights of experience fliew that it is not im- 
poffible even for the greateft men to be miftaken. 

Sir Jofiah Child law this himfelf, as appears by the manner in which he finilhes his 
remarks, which I look upon to be one of the fineft paflages in his whole work. “ To 
conclude,” fays he, “ and to do right to that molt induftrious Englilh colony, I mult 
confefs, that though we lofe by their unlimited trade with our foreign plantations, yet 
we are very great gainers by their direct: trade to and from Old England. Our 
yearly exportations of Englilh manufactures, malt, and other goods, from hence 
thither, amounting, in my opinion, to ten times the value of what is imported from 
thence ; which calculation I do not make at random, but upon mature confideration, 
and peradventure, upon as much experience of this very trade, as any other perfon 
will pretend to do ; and, therefore, whenever a reformation of our correfpondency in 
trade with that people fliall be thought on, it will, in my poor judgment, require great 
tendernefs and very ferious circumfpe&ion.” 

1 fliall not dwell much longer upon this fubjeCt, or pretend to give the reader any cal¬ 
culation of the value of thole advantages which from this colony are derived to Great 
Britain, becaufe I am fenftble that though the thing may be practicable in itfelf, yet 
fufficient inforniatiens are not hitherto fallen into my power; I defire therefore to 
leave only thefe three remarks with the ingenious and impartial reader: the firft is, that 
we have it in our power to bring from this colony all the naval ftores that we now bring 
from the Baltic ; which, whenever it is thoroughly confidered by our parliament, will 
produce feme law, which cannot fail of rendering this colony twice as beneficial to the 
nation as it has hitherto been, or could be till enabled by luch a .law. In the fecond 
place I mull obferve, that as we derive a great part of our fugars from the aflifttfice 
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given to the*colonies which produce them by New England, fo this part of their 
produce ought to be placed to the New England account. I am to remark laftly, that 
the complaints which have been made of the inhabitants of this colony dealing in goods, 
and employing themfclves in manufactures which interfere with thofe of Great Britain, 
is a complaint which, though well founded, is ill applied ; for though it be true that 
this may be an injury to us, yet the fault lies in ourfelves, and not in the people of 
New England, who only raife and manufacture for themfelves what they cannot pur- 
chafe from 11s ; fo that not content with having their all, (for, as we have fhewn, the 
whole balance of their trade comes hither) we feern to be angry that they endeavour 
• to fupply themfelves with what we could fell, and they want wherewithal to purchafe ; 
which want, however, might be removed by taking their naval ftores. But it is now 
fit that we fhould give a Ihort view of the plantation of our next colony, which though 
we cannot call it one of the molt profitable, yet it mult be allowed one of the moll 
pleafant of our plantations. 

10. The Mauds of Bermudas were difeovered by one John Bermudas, a Spaniard; 
after which they were frequently touched at by his countrymen in their paffage to the 
Welt Indies, but were quite unknown to us till the year 1593, when one Henry May 
was fhipwrecked upon them in a French veffel, whofc report made them very famous ; 
but they became more fo by the like misfortune of Sir George Summers, and Sir 
Thomas Gates, in Their pafi’age to Virginia in 1609, of which we have before given a 
particular account, as well as of his being fent thither a fccond time to fetch hogs, 
it was with great difficulty he found thefe illands, and not long after he breathed his 
laft in them, being upwards of thrcefcorc, and much fatigued for many months before. 
It was from him their name was changed to Summers’s Illands, which our mariners 
call the Summer Illands ; a name they very well deferve for their pleafantnefs and fer¬ 
tility. Sir George directed his men to return to Virginia with black hogs for the 
relief of that colony, but they rcfolved otherwife after his death ; and ltoring their 
cedar fit ip with fuch provifions as they had, they fet fail for England, where they 
arrived at Whitchurch in Dorfetffiirc, having Sir George Summers's corpfc on board, 
only the heart and bowels they left at Bermudas, where Captain Butler, twelve years 
afterwards, built a handfome monument over them. 

Thefe men, at their return, gave fuch an account of the country to the Virginia 
Company, that they thought it worth their while to eftublilh a correfpondence between 
England and Bermudas; accordingly they lold thefe illands to one hundred and 
twenty perfons of the fame focicty, who obtained a charter from King James, and 
became the proprietors of them.. When Sir George Summers was lirlt here, two of 
his men flaid behind, having committed fome crime for which they would have been 
put to death. They were Hill there when Sir George returned, and had ever fince 
his departure, fupported themfelves on the productions of the place, and built them 
a hut, and took polfeffion of St. George’s Illand. Thefe two men, whofe names 
'S v were Chriltopher Carter and Edward Waters, /laid alfo behind Sir George’s fecond 
company, of whom they perfuaded one Edward Chard to remain with them : and now 
Carter, Waters, and Chard, were foie lords of the country, but foon r fell out among 
themfelves ; Chard and Waters were coming to a pitched battlebut Carter, though 
he hated them both, yet not liking to be left alone, prevented it, by threatening to 
declare againft the man who ftruck firft. At laft neceffity made them good friends, 
and they joined together in making difeoveries, in one of which expeditions they found 
. the largeft piece of ambergreafe among the rocks that ever was feen, weighing eighty 
pounds, befides other fmaller pieces. This treafure made them almoft mad; they 
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grew giddy with the thoughts of it; and, that they might have an opportunity to make 
uft of it, refolved on the moft defperate attempt that men could run upon, which w is to 
build a boat after the beft manner they could, to fail to Virginia or Newfoundland, 
accoi ding as wind and weather fhould prefent. 

But before they could put their projed in execution, a fhip arrived from England ; 
for Captain Mathew Summers, Sir George's brother, had promifed to come to them, 
or fend a veffel to their relief. The fhip they difcovered Handing in with the ftiore 
was the Plough, which had ftxty perfons aboard, fent by the new Bermudas Company 
to make a fcttlement, of which Mr. Richard Moor was governor, who Was an honeft 
induflrious perfon. He pitched upon a plain in St. George’s Ifland to fettle on, and 
there full built himfelf a houfe, or rather a cabin, for the building was only of pal- 
meto leaves ; yet he made it large enough for him, his wife, and family ; and the refl 
of the adv'.iiiurers following his example, it became a fort of a town, which in time 
grew to a conliderable bignels, and is now St. George’s Town, one of the ftrongeft and 
bell built in our American colonies; for all the houfes are of cedar, and all the forts 
of hewn ftone. This man proved an excellent governor in every refped ; and in the 
year 1614 dilappoimed the Spaniards in a defign they had formed of landing upon and 
conquering thefe iflands. 

He was Succeeded by Captain Daniel Tucker, who was a perfon #f better education 
and more experience in the world who took upon him to eilablifh a regular form of 
government; to diflinguifh and trace out plantations; to oblige every man to build 
uniformly in the town, and to plant regularly in the country ; by which method the 
iflands were very much improved, and the exportations for England increafed ; he 
likewife eftablifhed a tolerable militia, and put the iflands in fuch a pofrure of defence 
as, together with their firuation, put it out of the power of any of their enemies to 
difetnbark fuch a force as might hurt them. But the fbverity of his government was 
fo grievous to feme licentious perfons, that five of them executed as defperate a defign 
to elcape him, as Waters and his companions had projected ro get away from the 
ifland. They knew the governor would not give them leave to go off. and therefore 
invented this contrivance to effett it : —Hearing Captain Tucker had a great defire to 
go a fifhingout at fea, but was afraid to do it, becaufe feveral fifher-boats had been 
driven off by the weather and the men periflied, they propofed to him to build a boat 
of two or three tons, with a Heck, and fo fitted that fhe fhould live in all weathers. 
The governor confenting to it, they fell to building in a private place, pretending it 
was convenient for getting timber and launching the boat. They fiuifhed it fooner 
than was expe&ed; and the governor fent hands to fetch it, intending to go in it aboard 
a {hip which he was then difpatching for England. When his men came to the place, 
neither the boat nor the builders were to be found ; all that they could hear of them 
was that the boat being finifhed the night before, thofe that built it went off to fea in 
it, to try how it would fail. At laft they found, by fome letters they left behind them, 
that they were gone for England ; and the ftory of their adventure is told us in this 
manner. , 

They borrowed*a compafs-dial of a neighbour, on fome pretence or other, and went 
on board the fhip bound for England, where they trucked with the feamen fuch things 
as they had for provifions. One of them, at parting, told the mariners, that though 
they were forbidden to go with them, yet they hoped to be in England before them. 
At which the mafter of the fhip laughed, and away thefe fjearlefs adventurers failed, 
with a fair wind and weather for one and twenty days; they then met with a 
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which reduced them to extremity for eight and forty hours, and obliging them to bear 
up afore it drove them a little out of ther courfe to the wcfhvard; but the wind coming 
fair again, and continuing fo ten days, they went on cheerfully. In that time they met 
with a French privateer, where they went aboard to beg fome relief; but inftead of 
helping they plundered them of the little they had, took away even their inftnmicnt 
of navigation, and turned them adrift. In this miferable condition they faded on, 
growing every day weaker and weaker; their provifions were almolt fpent, their fire- 
y/ood quite’gone, not a drop of frefh water left, nor food for above a day, when at laft, 
'in the very hour they expelled to perifli, they made laud to their unfpeakable joy. 
This land was Ireland, where they went afhore in the county of Cork, and were 
nobly entertained by the Earl of Thomond, to whom they related their voyage, which 
had then lafted forty-two days. 

There were but five perfons concerned, of whom there was one Mr. James Barker, 
a gentleman, Richard Saunders who contrived the defign, William Goodwin, a fhip- 
carpcnter, who built the boat, and Henry Puet, a common failur, who undertook to 
navigate this veifel. Both thefe ftorics may feetn a little befide our prefent purpofe, 
but I have inferred them as belonging more immediately to a Collection of Voyages, 
and becaufe 1 look upon both thefe incidents to be very well worth preferring. Captain 
Tucker refigned, iu the year 1619, to Captain Butler, who arrived at that time with four 
good Ihips, in which he brought five hundred paflengers, and there being as many Englifh 
on the illand, the colony began to make a confulerabie figure. This governor raifed 
a noble monument over the remains of Sir George Summers that were left in the 
ifland, depofiting them in the church in St. George’s Town. He divided the iflands 
into diftrids; and now the government by governor, council, and aflembly, was efta- 
blilhed, which before had been only the governor and council. The laws of the 
country were alio fettled, as near as the circumfhmces and conveniences of the place 
would admit, to the laws of England ; as is done in all the colonies in America. After 
bringing down the hiftory of thefe iflands to their becoming a regular and fettled 
colony, 1 am next to give an account of the iflands thentlelves, in order to fliew the 
value of them. 

11. There are fome who would perfuade us, that thefe iflands have received their 
name from the vafl quantity of black hogs found upon them : Bermudas, in the old 
Spanilh tongue, fignifying a black hog; but though this* derivation be plaufible, yet 
the fad upon which it is founded e moff certainly falfe; for when the Spaniards fir ft 
difeovered them there was not a lingle hog upon thefe or perhaps upon any other 
ifland whatever; neither is it well 'known upon what part the Spaniards landed. Thefe 
ifl.mds lie very contiguous to each other ; but authors differ 1b much as to the number 
of them, that it is very difficult to fpeak of them with certainty; for fome fay there 
are but three hundred, others affirm there are more than five hundred. They lie in 
the latitude of 32 degrees 30 minutes north, and in 35 degrees of weltern longitude, 
at a vail diflauce from the continent, fince the nearelt land, which is Cape Ilatteras in 
Carolina, lies at leaft two hundred and fifty leagues to the weft of them, and they arc 
above fix;ecu hundred leagues from England. The air here has always been thought 
extremely wholefome, and the country wonderfully pleafant, infonnich that people 
were wont to remove hither from the other colonies, in order to recover their broken 
conftitution. The heat in fumtner is very fupportable, and with refpect to winter, they 
have really none; nay, fome go fo far as to affirm, that there is but one feafon in the 
ifland of Bermudas,, and tfiis is a perpetual fpring j which, however, may be in fome 
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ineafure afcribcJ to the foil, which though it be thin is very rich and very fruitful, 
though remarkably ftony. The earth is of feveral colours, brown, white, and red ; 
the firft is the bell, and the fall the word. Two or three feet under the mould they 
find a white hard body, which the inhabitants call the rock, but which feems more 
to referable chalk, or a pumice-ftone, through which the roots of their trees force a 
paflagtf; and a kind of clay is generally found under it. 

Maize, or Indian corn, which is the main fupport of the people here, is tw’ice reaped ; 
for what they low in March they cut in July, in a fortnight after they fow again, and 
reap in December. They have all the plants peculiar to the Weft Indie*, and all kinds 
of herbs, roots, flowers, and trees, brought from Europe, thrive to perfection. They 
have fume tobacco, but it is of an indifferent fort, and therefore does not yield them 
any great profit; but certainly, with a little care, they might be able to produce any 
kind ul tobacco, or other vegetables that turns to account almoft in any climate. 
They have pahnetos, a kind of wild palm, that is extremely ufeful, the leaves being 
eight or ten feet long, and near as broad, with which they cover or thatch their houfes; 
it produces a very lulcious fruit, which in Ihape, fize, and colour refembles a damfon. 
Laurel, olive, mulberry, and date trees, are very common; and their forefts abound 
with variety of odoriferous woods, fome black, fome of a yellow, and fome of a red 
colour : the berries of thefe trees have the ftiptic quality of a floe, and are much ufed 
by the Englilh to cure the flux, which they frequently get by eating the lufcious palm- 
berries too greedily. But amongft a multitude of flirubs and trees peculiar to thefe 
iflands, and equally valuable for their timber and fruit, there are two which, though 
found in other parts of the world, have a peculiar excellence here; the firft is their 
orange, which in point of fize, feent and flavour, far exceeds any either in the Weft 
or Eaft Indies : the fecond is their cedar, which, from the nature of the foil wherein 
it grows, is firmer and more durable than any of its kind that we are acquainted with ; 
anfwers in every refpcct to oak-timber, and is found of extraordinary ufe in fhip- 
building, fo that the beft Hoops, brigantines, and other finall veflfels, both for fervice 
and failing, which are in ufe throughout the Weft Indies, are built at Bermudas. 

They have likewife two very Angular plants, one ufeful the other noxious, but both 
fo remarkable as? to deferve particular notice; the firft is called the Summer Ifland 
redwood, the berry of which is as red as the prickle-pear, giving alfo fuch 1 tinfture; 
out of which berry come iiilt worms, which afterwards turn into flies, fomethnes bigger 
than the cochincel fly, and a medicinal virtue much exceeding it. The poifon-weed is 
the other flrangc plant, which grows much in the fame manner as our ivy, and, if we 
may depend upon a gentleman who lived long in thefe iflands, and fent an account 
of what was remarkable in them to the Royal Society, there is not a more furprifing 
product ion than this in nature: he fays he had feen a man fo infe&ed by it as to have 
all the fkin of his face peel off, though he palled by without touching it, and yet he 
affirms that he had chewed it in his mouth without feeling any inconvenience, whence 
he infers that it is not hurtful alike to all conllitutions. In this all who have been 
upon thefe iflands agree, that this weed is very prejudicial, but then they agree likewife 
that there is nothing venomous bclidcs in any of thefe iflands. 

As for animals, tnere were none in Bermudas but hogs, infects, and birds, when Sir 
George Summers was fhip-wrecked there: he found out that there were fome hogs 
in the ifland, by fending out two or three of his own to feed, and when they rambled 
home, a huge wild boar followed them, and being killed was found to be excellent 
meat: the hogs they killed afterwards were found to be all black, and from thence 
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it is concluded that the Spaniards had left them there to breed, becaufe they were of 
the fame kind with them they carried to the continent of America: they now fat 
them at Bermudas with palm and cedar berries; but their number is very much de- 
creafed. 

Thefe iflands abound in more and greater variety of fowl than any in America. 
There are hawks of all forts, herns, bitterns, oftspreys, cormorants, baldcootsj' moor¬ 
hens, fwans, teal, fnipc, duck, and wigeons ; bats and owls are alfo very common here, 
with multitudes of fmall birds; as wood-peckers, fparrows, Ac. The Englifli, at their 
iirft coining found a fort of fowl here they called cowkoes, which bred in the holes 
of the rocks, and in burrows like rabbits, and were fo numerous and gentle, that they 
were taken by hand. They are now almoft deftroyed, being very eaiy to be caught. 
This bird is of the bignefs of a fca-mew. There are alfo the tropic-bird, and the 
pemlico, feldom feen by day, and when it is, held to be the unwelcome foreteller of a 
ltorm. 

Fifh there is as plenty as fowl, of which there are fo many forts that authors have 
not yet found out names for them. They have of the fcaly and the fhclly kind ; the 
whale and lword-filh, and the threfiter; but particularly the tortoife abounds to a 
wonder, and is as good and great, of the fort, as any in the world. Whale-fifhing has 
been attempted, but without fuccefs. The whales about Bermudas arc found only in 
the months of February, March, and April; the female whales have abundance of 
milk, which the young ones fuck out of the teats that grow by her navel; they have 
no teeth, but feed on grafs growing on the rocks at the bottom during thefe three 
months, and at no other fealon of the year; when this is confumed and gone, the 
whales go. There have been fpermaceti whales driven upon the fliorc, which fperma, 
as they call it, lies all over the bodies of thefe whales: thefe have divers teeth, which 
may be about as big as a man’s wrift. Ambcrgreafc and fpermaceti have been found 
here in great quantities, and pearl: all which are almoft as rare here now as elfe- 
where; which is a little wonderful. 

The inlefts in thefe iflands are, generally fpeaking, the fame as before mentioned 
in other plantations, except it be the fpidcr, which is thought to be larger here than 
in any other country in the world, and fo adorned with beautiful colours, that it takes 
off" very much, il it does not entirely remove, that diftafle which otherwiie the fight of 
creatures of this kind, and of fo enormous a fize, would’naturally occafion. One of 
thefe fpiders, with its legs extended, would take up a fpace equal to the breadth of a 
man’s hand. Their bodies are compofed of two parts, one fiat and the other round, 
not uni sc, either in fhape or lize,' to a pigeon’s egg. On their backs they have an 
orifice, which ferves, as well as in lome kinds of hogs, for a navel; their mouths are 
covered with a kind of grey hairs, intermixed fometimes with bright red, and on each 
fide of their mouths they have a kind of crooked tooth, of a fine polifhed fubftance, 
extremely hard, and of a bright fliining black, and therefore they are often fet in filver 
or gold for tooth-picks. "When thefe creatures grow old, they are covered all over 
with a kind of dark brown or black down, fmooth, foft, and finning ]jke velvet; on 
the flat part they have their ten legs, five on each fide, each of which has four joints 
and two fmall claws at the ends. They call their Ikins every year, together with thofe 
hard teeth-like lulltances before-mentioned ; they live upon flies and gnats, in catching 
of which they fhtw great cunning and no lefs agility. Their webs, which are very 
large, they fpirt into the ajr, by which means they are lodged upon trees at fome 
diftance, and then run along the threads, and weave them fo ftrorig, that birds of the 
fize*of a thrufh are fometimes caught in them. 
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There is fcarce an eighth part of thefe iflands inhabited, and all but St. George’s, 
St. David’s, and Cooper’s Ifles, have only a few houfes fcattered up and down they all 
together make the figure of & fhcep-hook, and gre within the circuit of fix or feven 
leagues at inoft. 1'here are none of tliem of any confi Jerable bignefs, yet lbirve much 
bigger than others ; as time and the lea continually waffling upon them, have worn 
them avVy in different proportions. The main or grea: ,’fl.md of all is called St. George’s, 
and is a : ' >ut fixteen miles in length, from call-north- all to weft-fouth-weflj it is not a 
league over in the broadefl place, but is fortilied by nature all round, the rocks every 
way extending themfelves a gnat way into the lea. To natural flrength, cfpecially 
tovvar Is the eaftward, where if is moft expofed, the inhabitants have added that of 
forts, batteries, parapets, and lines ; the cannon of the forts and batteries being fo well 
difpofed as to command the feveral channels and inlets into the fea. There are no 
more than two places where fhipping may falely come in, and it is not eafy for a man 
to find thofe places out; the rocks lie fo thick in fuel) a manner, and feme fo undis¬ 
covered, that without a good pilot from the ihorc, a veffel of ten tons could not find 
the way into thofe harbours, which being once known the biggefl fliips in the world 
may enter. Thefe two havens are fo fortified, that if an enemy Ihould attempt either, 
he might ealily be kept out. The rocks, at moll places, appear at low water ; it ebbs 
and ilows there not above five feet; the very fhore itielf is, for the moft part, a rock, 
and it is impoffible to find out any iflands better guarded by rocks than thefe ; indeed 
they are all of them fo environed with them, that they feetn to threaten all fhips who 
venture on thatcoaft with prefent deflruclion, and fomany have been fhipwrccked upon 
them, that the Spaniards gave them the name of Los l)iabo)os, the Devil’s iflands j 
this place having been fatal to them and all nations. 

The town of St. George Hands at the bottom of the haven of the fame name,, 
covered by no Ids than fix or feven forts and batteries, as King’s Caftle, Charles Fort, 
Pembrook Fort, Cavendilh Fort, Davie’s Fort, Warwick Fort, and Sandy’s Fort, 
mounted with above feventy pieces of cannon ; and they are fo difpofed that they can 
be all brought to bear upon any fhip before fhe can make her entrance. In this town 
there is a lair church with a fine library, for which the inhabitants are indebted to 
I)r. Thomas Bray. There are near a thoufand houfes in it handfomely built, and a 
ftate houfe for the meeting of the governor, council, and affembly. Befules the town 
and divifion of St. George,* there are eight tribes, Hamilton’s tribe. Smith’s tribe, 
Devonlhire’s tribe, Pembrook’s tribe, Paget’s tribe, Warwick’s tribe, Southampton’s 
tribe, and Sandy’s tribe, of which Devonlhire in the north, and Southampton in the 
fouth, are pari flies, have each a church and a particular library. In the whole iiland 
there are plantations of oranges, mulberries, and other productions of the country, 
which render it a very delightful prolpect. There is a haven in Southampton tribe or 
diftrid which is aifo called Southampton, and other harbours, as the Great Sound, 
Harrington’s inlet in Hamilton’s tribe, Paget’s port in Paget’s tribe, and others. 
There are no parifh churches in any of the lelfer iflands, and all the inhabitants are 
ranged under oije or the other of the eight tribes. The number of people in the 
whole who inhabit* thefe iflands has been computed to be nine thoufand, and it is 
thought they do not much increafe, many of the younger fort removing, for the fake 
of making their fortunes, into other colonies. 

The government is like that of Virginia ; the crown appointing both a governor and 
council, but the people, by their reprefentatives, compofo the afifembly j they have 
fewer byc-laws than any of our other iettlements, which we* impute to the fmallnefs of 

their 



DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS 


270 

their trade; for this colony produces no confiderable commodity by which the inhabi¬ 
tants may be enriched ; and their commerce confilts chiefly in limber and provifions, 
which they fend to the other parts of .America that dan'd in need of them, and forne 
tobacco imported to England ; fcvcral families retired thither formerly, on account of 
their religion or health, from England, and carried confiderable effefts with them. 
The building of fhips and Hoops is the mod advantageous branch of their trade ; and 
the people of Bermudas feem to content themfelvcs with the pleafure and plenty of 
their country, with a fafe and quiet retreat from the troubles and cares of the other 
• part of the world, without any ambition to enrich themfelvcs; and if they had any 
fiich defire, it is to be queftioned whether they have any opportunity of gratifying it: 
be that as it will, the inhabitants have conftamly maintained a mod excellent reputa¬ 
tion ; infomuch that I knew a very ingenious gentleman, as well acquaint 'd with this 
and our other plantations as thirty years trading to them all could render him, who 
was wont to fay that Bermudas was the lined country, and inhabited by the bell people 
he ever knew. 

It was this report of the place and people that induced the Reverend D an Berkley, 
who is fince become, very worthily, a bidiop of our church, to think of ('reefing an 
academy there for promoting ufeful learning and true religion in the Weil Indies; and 
the fociety for propagation of the gofpel had fo good an opinion of the proposal made 
them by the bifhop of erecting a college or feminary at Bermudas, that they aflided 
him in procuring a patent for it from King George I., and contributed to the cxpcnce 
of the undertaking. And the Doctor, with three fellows of Trinity College, in Dublin, 
viz. the Reverend Mr. William Thompfon, Jonathan Rogers, and James King, mailers 
of art, with feveral of the Doctor’s relations, who were people of fortune, embarked 
for Bermudas, in order to lay the foundation of the intended college ; but they were 
unfortunately driven by a dorm to Long Illand, in the province of New York; from 
whence the Doctor, with his companions, vifited Bodon and feveral other great towns 
in New England, where they preached, and performed other parts of their function. 
But the defign of creeling a college was laid afide, the expencc appearing larger than 
it had been firft calculated, and many of thole who had promifed fubferiptions failing in 
their performance; fo that Dr. Berkley found himfelf obliged to return home, and 
was not long after promoted to the fee of Cloyne, in the kingdom of Ireland, which he 
ftill enjoys. 

There remains nothing farther fo be .aid of this plantation, which, though it has 
flouriflied exceedingly, and is dill in a very good condition, yet has no great trade 
with Great Britain, abriead that w ; e can obtain any account of, though undoubtedly we 
receive very confiderable advantages from thence annually, as the people make ufe of a 
confiderable quantity of our goods, arc cloathed with our manufactures, and employ 
tools fentfrom thence in all kinds of work. There might perhaps, if due encourage¬ 
ment was given, be a poflibility of railing feveral rich commodities in this country, but 
more particularly two, for which it feems fitter than any of our plantations, viz. 
cochineal and filk; and with this view, as I have been informed* a very worthy 
merchant of this city has col lofted, digeded, and printed the bed accounts that are to 
be met with on thefe heads, and alfo with refpeft to indigo, ami has fent them to be 
diftributed at his own expcncc in Carolina and the Bermudas Iflancfs, which is an 
Indance of public fpirit that deferves to be mentioned with honour, and it is hoped may 
be likewife thought worthy of imitation. A very few attempts of this kind, fupported 
with fubferiptions inferior to thofe made for fome diverfions, might produce immenfe 
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public advantages to this nation, and prove the means of making multitudes of people 
happy. 

12. All the mifcarriages that had happened in attempting difcoveries to the north- 
eaft and north-wed for a new paffage to the Indies, could not fo far difcourage the 
merchants of England as to oblige them to lay afide their defigns of that fort; and 
therefore when any opportunity offered they never failed to lay hold of it, in hopes 
that fome time or other they might accomplifh one or both of thefe great projects. 
It was with this view that they fitted out Captain Henry Iludfon in 1607, who under¬ 
took to fail dircdly north, which he did to the height of 81 degrees 30 minutes, on the 
coad of Greenland, where he was on the 16th of July, the weather being pretty warm. 
Ilis fcheme, it feems, was to have palled round that great trait of country which the 
Danes call Greenland, and falling into Davis’s Straights, have returned that way home. 
After being difappointod in this, he undertook two voyages for the difeovery of a north- 
cad paffage, in which his conduit was very good, though his fuccefs no better than 
that of thole who went before him; upon which he refolvcd to make an attempt 
towards the north-wed. He failed on this voyage April the 17th, 1610; and thus 
Mr. Pricket deferibes the principal events in that undertaking :— 

“ We continued deering north-wed ; on the 8th of July we raifed land to the 
fouth-wed, covered with fnow, which our mader named Deft re Provokes; lying in the 
latitude of 60 degrees. 1 lere we heard the noife of a great overfall of a tide that 
came out of the land, and were now fcnfible that we had been embayed before ; and 
we were now fo well acquainted with the ice, that in foggy or foul weather we fought 
out the breaded ifland ol ice, and there anchoring, we went out and Iported upon the 
ice, and filled water that duod in ponds upon the ice very fweet and good, being now 
in the tides-way, the ice opened, by being fird carried one way and then another, whereas 
in bays it is immoveable ; and in that bay where we had been fo troubled with ice, we 
law many of thole mountains of ice a-ground in fixty or feventy fathom water. We 
dill plied to we (I ward as the ice would give us leave, and fearing a dorm we found an 
harbour at the wed end of an ifland, whereunto wo went at a full lea, over a rock 
which had then two fathom and a half of water upon it, and the next morning was 
two fathoms above water. Our mader named it The Ifland of God’s Mercies. The 
water Hows here better than four fathoms, and the floods come from the north, flowing 
eight the change day, latitude; 62' 9'. Then plying to fouth-wed we were on the 16th 
in the latitude of 58" 50', but found ourfelves embayed and much pedered with ice ; 
whereupon we Hood to the fouth-wed until we law the land, which our mader named 
Hold with Hope ; and being gotten again into a cleat, lea, our mader dood to the wed 
along the fouth Ihore, and railed three capes or head-lands, lying one beyond another, 
which he named Cape Henry, Cape James, and Oueen Anne’s Foreland ; we alfo 
raifed a high hill, which he named Mount Charles. We palled on in fight of the fouth 
fhore until we raifed a fair head-land, (which our mailer took to be part of the main 
north land, but is an ifland,) and named it Deep’s Cape, and the land on the fouth fide, 
now falling away to the fouth makes another cape or head-land, which our mailer 
called Worluihamls Cape. 

“ The mader fcnt.me, the carpenter, and fome others, adiore near Deep’s Cape; 
we there faw fome deer, twelve or fixteen in a herd, but could not come within fliot of 
them ; we found plenty of forrel and feurvy-grafs, and law fome round hills of dones 
like to grals-cocks; and when we came to them 1 turned off the uppermod done, and, 
found them hollow within, and full of fowls hanged by their necks ; we turned back. 
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and told the mafter what we had feen, and what refrefliment might be had; intreating 
him to flay a day or two in this place, but he was not plea fed with the motion, nor could 
be perfuaded to (lay. Then (landing fouthward we lollTight of the main land that we 
had all this while followed, and came into (hallow wafer, br ken ground, and rocks, 
and paffed downfo farfou'hward till we had land on both (ides, and the water (hoaling 
a*pace we came to an anchor. From hence we flood back again towards the north ; 
and one day a debate arifing concerning our coming into this bay, and how we (hould 
get out again, the mafter took occafion to revive old matters, and to difplace Robert 
Ivet his mate,,and boaifwain, for words fpoken on the firft great bay of ice, and made 
Robert Bilet his mate, and William Wilfon our boatfwain. 

“ We plied to and fro front the north to the fouth, and thence to the north again, 
till we carnc to the (hoal-water, where we anchored in feven fathom, and there lay eight 
days; in all which time we could not get one hour to w : .;h our anchor; but the 
eighth day the wind beginning to ceafe, our mafter wouid have the anchors up again 
againft the minds of all that knew what belonged thoivun o; fu 10 it we went, and 
when we had brought it a-peak, a lea took her, and call us ali oiF from the capftern, 
and hurt many of us; here we loft our anchor, and if the carpenter had not been 
nimble we had loft our cable too ; but he fearing i'uch a matter, was ready with his ax, 
and fo cut it from thence. We flood to the fouth and divers courfes, until we came to 
a bay on the north (hore, where we anchored. While we lay here we faw a ledge of 
rocks to the fouthward, about a league long, which were covered at full fea ; for a ftrong 
tidefet in here. At midnight we weighed, and ftood to go out as we came in, and had 
not gone long before the carpenter told the mailer that if he kept that courfe we (hould 
be upon the rocks; the mafter conceived that he was pall them, when prel'ently we 
ran on them, and there (luck faft twelve hours, but by the mercy of God we got off 
Unhurt. We ftood to the eaft and anchored in a bay ; here the mafter lent me and the 
carpenter in a boat to feek a place to winter in, and it was time, the days being long 
and cold, and the earth being covered with fnow, having lpent three months, to no 
purpofe, and it being now the lad day of October. 

“ On the firft of November we found a place whereunto we brought our (hip, and 
haled her aground ; on the 10th we were frozen in, and now it concerned us to take 
care of what we had, and fo to fpend, that we might have wherewith to keep us alive, 
until we (hould come at the capes where the fowl breed y for there were all the hopes 
we had of finding fubfiftence to bring us home. Our mafter therefore appointed a 
reward to them that killed boat-fifh or fowl. Wc were victualled for fix months, in 
good proportion, and of that which was good ; and if our mafter would have had 
more he might have been fupplied at home and in other places; and it is ftrange he 
did not prevent the hunger we endured, which occafioned the overthrow of himfelf 
and many other honed men.*’ 

It appears very clearly from this relation, which is indeed the only one we have of 
this famous voyage ; concerning which it is not eafy to determine if it was mod for the 
advantage of this nation or ruinous to the brave man who undertook it; that he was 
refolved to ftrike out fomething new, and not to wade his time in retraceing other 
people’s footfteps ; and therefore when he came to the mouth of’Davis’s Streights, he 
continued fleering dircdly weft, and then as the coaft directed him t through thofe 
(heights that fince bear his name, till he doubled Cape Worfenham, and then he failed 
down the weft coaft of New Britain to the very bottom of the bay, where he made 
choice of a place to winter in, t^at was very near as far fouth as any part of the ifland 
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■of Great Britain, and at the very back of the French fcttlements in Canada. Captain 
Hudfon was a very good judge of the importance and confequences of his difeovery, 
which induced him to winter there, in hopes of performing fomething very confiderable 
the nextfeafon, which very probably he would have done if his men had not mutinied, 
and configned him over to the fa eager, to be murdered. 

The-relation we have of his voyage from Pricket, is chiefly calculated to give an. 
account of this mutiny ; but as it i” more to our purpofo to come at as good an account 
as we can of the voyage itfclf, we ilu-.ll endeavour to pick out of it v.-bat relates to that 
matter, and then give a Ihort relation of that accident which dellroyed Captain Iludfon 
and all his hopes. “ It would be tedious (fays he) to relate the hardfhips we endured 
whillf we wintered in tin's place; the; cold was fo extreme that it lamed moil of our 
company ; but I mud not forget God’s great mercy to us in fending fuch /lore of 
white partridges during the firit three months, that we lulled above one hundred dozen, 
betides other fowl of lundry forts. 

“ The fpring approaching the partridges left us, and were fuccceded by other fowl; 
as fwans, geefe, ducks, and teal, but hard to come by ; they came from the ibuth and 
■flew to the north ; but if they be taken Ihort by a northerly wind, then they fall, and 
flay till the wind ferves them, and then fly to the northward. As rhe fummer came on 
the fowls were gone, and few or none to be feen. Then we learche^ the woods, hills, 
and vallics, for any thing that might ferve for food, though ever io vile ; the lrogs 
(in tile time of their engendering, as loathfome as toads) were not fpared, nor the mols 
that grew on the ground ; but among!! divers forts of vegetables, Thomas VYoodhoufe 
brought home a bud of a tree full of a turpentine fubftance ; of this our furgeon made 
a decoction to drink, and applied the buds hot to fuch as were troubled with aches in 
any part of their bodies ; and I muft confefs 1 received thereby prefent eafe of iny pain. 
As foon as the ice began to break out of the bays, a lavage came to our lliip, being the 
iirfl we had feen in all this time; our mailer entertained him well, promifingto hitnfelf 
great matters by his means, and therefore would have to his own ufeall the knives and 
hatchets that every man had, but received none except from John King the carpenter, 
and myfclf. To this lavage our mailer gave a knife, a looking-glal's, and buttons ; 
who leceived thefn thankfully, and made figns that after he had flop? he would come 
again, as he did. When he came again he drew after him a fledge, and upon it two 
deer-lkins and two beavcr-lkms ; he laid the knife upon one of the beaver-lkins, and 
his glafs and buttons upon the other, and fo gave them to the mailer, who received 
them ; and the lavage took thofe things the mailer had given him, and put them into 
his ferip; then the mailer (hewed him an hatchet, Idr which he would have given the 
mailer one of his deer-lkins ; but the mailer would have them both, and fo he had, 
i>ut not willingly. 

“ After many figns of people to thefouth and to the north, and that after fo many 
fleeps he would come again, he went his way; but never came more. The found 
being now clear of ice, fo that our boat could go from one place to another, Willon, 
Green, and five^more, were ordered to go a hilling with our net. They caught the 
firft day five hundred fillies as big as large herrings, which put us all in good hopes to 
have our wants fupplied ; but thofe were the molt that ever they caught in one day, and 
many days they got not a quarter fo many, in this time of their filhing, Green, 
Willon, and fome others plotted to take the net, and the lhallop which the carpenter 
had newly fet up, and fo to Unfit for themlelves; but the lhallop being ready, our mailer 
would go in it himfelf to the fouth and fouth-well, to fee if h*e could meet with people; 
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for that way we could fee the woods burning : fo taking with him as much provifion as 
would ferve for eight or nine days, he went towards the fouth, and fet no time for his 
return ; becaufe he was perfuaded it he could meet with people he fliould have fielh of 
them, arid' that good (lore; but he returned worfe than he went forth ; for although 
he was fo near them as to fee them fet the woods on fire, yet could he not by any means 
come to the fpeech of them. 

“ Being come on board, he fitted all things for his return; and firft delivered all the 
.bread out of the bread-room, which came to a pound a piece for every man’s (hare; 
• and dclivemhalfo a bill of return, willing them to have that to fhew, if it fliould pleafe 
God they fliould come home, and wept when he gave it to them : but to help us to 
fonte relief in this poor citato, our boat went to work on Friday morning, and (laid till 
Sunday noon, and brought fourfeore fmall fifties; a poor relief for fo many hungry 
bellies. Then we we ighed, and flood out of our wintcring-place, and anchored without 
at the mouth of the bay : where, our bread being gone, what ftorc of cheefe we had 
was to flop a gap, whereof there were five, at which time the company grudged, becaufe 
by their reckoning there fliould have been nine, but thofe that were left were equally 
divided by the maftcr, although he was advifed to the contrary, becaufe there were 
feme who could not govern thcmfelvcs.” 

It vas this refolution of the mailer’s, to make all fare alike for the' fake of profecuting 
the voyage with cfl'ect, than which no man was more like to do it than himfelf, that 
drew upon him his deftrudion ; for his old mate, one Green, and fome other people 
in the (hip, refolving to leflen the number of hands, and fo get all the provifions that 
were left to thcmfelvcs, mod barbaroufly contrived to turn Captain lludfon, the 
carpenter, and all the fick men, out of the fhip ; after which they determined to make 
the heft of their way for England. This they performed the 19th of June, 1611, by- 
forcing Captain Hudfon and eight more into the (hallop without provifions, though 
noft of them were taken fick out of bed, who after that time were never heard of, but 
were either drowned, ftarved, or murdered by the favages : neither did the leaders of 
this mutiny cfcapc much better ; for being obliged to land frequently on the defart 
coaft, in order to obtain fomc fubfiftence, they fell there into a fray with the favages, in 
which Green and fome others were killed ; fothat very few, and thofe'too in a miferable 
condition, returned to England, where Pricket wrote that account of the voyage for his 
own jollification, from which we have made thefe extract's. 

At firft there fell great imputations upon this man, becaufe he adminiftered the oath 
to the confpirators; but upon an enquiry it appeared very clearly, that this oath con¬ 
tained nothing in it contrary to the duty of tiie feamcn ; and that the true reafon why 
they preferved him was, becaufe that being fervant to Sir Dudley Diggs, who was a 
man of great power and reputation, they were in hopes lie would interpofe and fave 
their lives, which they ought to have forfeited as pirates. Upon this impeded account 
ol lludfon’s Bay, feveral perfons who had been engaged already in expeditions for the 
dilcovery of a north-weft pafiage, began to hope that now they had a fairer profped 
than ever of bringing this project to bear, in cafe they could find any y,ble mariner who 
would undertake to profecute the difeoveries made by lludfon. 

His Royal Highnefs Henry Prince of Wales was the great patron of learning and 
virtue at that time •, and being applied to by the perfons concerned in this project, he 
refolvcd to fend one Captain Button, his own fervant, a man of great abilities, courage, 
and experience, and having the countenance of fo great a perfon, was moll likely to 
maintain difeipline amonglt his feamen. Accordingly, in the year 1611, he failed on 
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this expedition, in which he parted Hudi'on’s Streights, and leaving Hudfon’s Bay to 
the fouth failed above two hundred leagues to the north-weft, through a fea above 
eighty fathoms deep, and difeewered a great continent called by him New Wales; where, 
after much mifery and rteknefs, wintering at Port Nelfon, he carefully fearched all the 
bay, from him called Button’s Bay, back again, almoft to Digg’s Ifland. He dif- 
covered, the great ifland called Cary’s Swans-neft. He loft many of his men during 
his flay in the river called Port Nelfon, in fifty-feven degrees ten minutes north latitude, 
though he kept three fires in his fhip all winter, and had great ftore of white partridges 
and other fowl, befides deer, bears, and foxes. Upon his return from this voyage he 
received the honour of knighthood, and great expectations were raifed'from lus dif- 
coveries, which had certainly been profecutcd with effect, if Prince Henry had not died 
foon after. 

It was a great pity that Sir Thomas Button, who was certainly a very underftanding 
man, formed private views ®f his own from the knowledge he obtained in his voyage ; 
which were of fuch a nature, that he affirmed he had convinced his mafter, King 
James, that there was a paflage this way into the South Seas. The reafons upon which 
this opinion was founded, as well as notes of his voyage, he promifed to give to Mr. 
Briggs, the famous mathematician, who had turned his thoughts much upon this 
fubjed, but never did ; which was the rcafon that all the expeditions undertaken on 
that fide afterwards failed; but, however, we have fuflicient grounds to affirm, from 
the knowledge derived to us from another quarter, that the dil'coveries of Sir Thomas 
Button, if profecutcd, might have proved highly advantageous to this nation, notvvith- 
ftanding the leaning rigour of the climate, and barrenness of the country. 

The French were in poffeffion of Fort Bourbon, which we call New York Fort, 
upon St. Thcrefa, the eaftern branch of Nelfon River, from the year 1697 to 1714. 
Monfieur Jeremie, who was lieutenant there from 1697 to 1708, and afterwards 
governor till he gave it up in 1714 to us, gives a very particular account of that river 
and the adjoining countries, great part of which he affirms to be of his own knowledge, 
having travelled a great way fouth-weft into the country, among the rivers and lakes. 
The Uanilh, or Churchili’s River, upon which ( he Hudfon’s Bay Company have lately 
built a ftrongllone.fort, he fays, is fituatedin fifty-nine degrees north latitude, and is about 
five hundred paces wide at the entrance for about a quarter of a league, and very deep; 
but within it is much broadef, and navigable into the country a hundred and fifty 
leagues ; there is but little wood upon the river near the bay, except in the iflands. At 
a hundred and fifty leagues diftance is a chain of high mountains, with great catarads 
and falls of water ; but beyond thefe it is again navigable, and has a communication 
with a river, called the River of Stags. Fifteen leagues northward of this river is the 
river of Loup Marine, or River of Seals. Betwixt thefe rivers is found a kind of ox, 
called the mulk ox, which fmells at feme time of the year fo ftrong of muik that it 
cannot be eat: they have very fine wool, which is longer than that of the Barbary 
fheep : they are fmaller than French oxen, with very crooked horns, which turn round 
like ram’s-horns, and are fo long that they weigh fometimes fixty pounds ; they have 
fhort legs, and then; wool trails upon the ground : they arc not numerous. 

This river comes from a nation he calls Platfcotez de Chicns, who makes war againft 
the Savanna Indians, who traded with the French. In that country they have a large 
copper mine fo* fine, that without fmelting it they make copper of it, by beating it 
betwixt two (tones: he faw a great deal of it, which their Indians got when they went 
to war againft that nation. This nation has a fweet humane afped, but their country is 
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not good. They have no braver, but live by fifliing, and a kind of deer they call 
cariboux (rein-deer); the hares grow white in winter, and recover their colour in 
fpring ; they have very large ears, and are always black 5 their Ikins in winter are very 
pretty, of, fine long hair, which does not fall, fo that they make very fine muffs. He 
fay§ he can fay nothing pofitively in going farther northward, but only that their 
f^vages reported that in the bottom of the northern bay there is a {freight, where they 
can eafily difeover land on the other fide : they had never gone to die end of that 
{freight; they fay there is ice there all the year, which is drove by the wind, fometimes 
“one way, fometimes another. According to all appearance this arm of the lea has a 
communication with the Welfern Ocean ; and what makes it more probable is, that 
when the winds come from the northern quarter, the fea is difeharged by that (freight 
in fuch abundance, into Iludfon’s Bay, as to raife the water ten feet above the ordinary 
tides; infomuch that when they find the waters rife, f!tips take fhelter againfl thefe 
northerly winds. The favages fay, that after travelling dome months to weft-fouth- 
wefl, they came to the fea, upon which they faw great vefl'els with men, who had 
beards and caps, who gather gold on the fhore that is at the mouths of rivers. In 
palling to the fouthward from the Danifh River, at fixty leagues difiance, is the River 
Bourbon or Nelfon, in latitude fifty feven degrees. 

There is nothing remarkable in the country betwixt thofe two rivers, but a great: 
number of the deer, called cariboux, which being drove from the woods by a great 
number of mufchetocs or midges, come to the fhore to refrefh theinfclves ; they are 
in herds of 10,000 together, and fpread through a country forty or fifty leagues in 
extent. They might have as many of their fkins as they pleafed, and fmne have been 
dreffed, which have been very fine. They have there all forts of wild-fowl, as fwans, 
buftards, geefe, cranes, ducks, and thofe of the fmaller kind in fuch great numbers 
that when they rife they darken the fky, and make fo loud a noife that they can fcarce 
hear each other fpeak. He fays, that this may appear fabulous, but affirms he fays 
nothing but what he faw himfelf, for he would not truft to the report of others, but 
went himfelf to almoft every place he mentions. The River St. Therefa, upon which 
they built Fort Bourbon, is a branch of Nelfon River, by which the natives come 
down to trade. This river is of fo great extent that it paffes through many great lakes -j 
the firft is 1 t;o leagues from the entrance of the river, and is 100 leagues in circuit; 
the natives call it the Lake of Forts (or rather Forcfis). On the north fide a river 
difeharges itfclf, called the Rapid River* this takes its rife from a lake 300 leagues 
from the firft, which they call JVhohinipi, or the Great Waters ; becaufe, in effect, it 
is the greate ft and deeped lake, being 600 leagues in circumference, and receives into 
it many rivers, feme of which have a communication with the Danifh River, and others 
with the Plafcotez de CL tens; about this lake and along thefe rivers are many Indians, 
who call themfelves the Nation of the Great Waters, or of Aflinibowls ; it is to be 
remarked, that thefe are as humane and affable, as the Llkitnaux arc fierce and bar¬ 
barous, as are alfo all other nations along I ludfon’s Bay. At the extremity of the Lake 
of Fori-Its the River Bourbon continues its courl’e, and comes from another lake, called 
the Junction of the two Seas, becaufe the land almoft meets in the ipiddle of the lake ; 
the eaflfide of this lake is a country full of thick forefls, in which are great numbers 
of beavers and elks. Here begins the country of the Chriftinaux. 

This is in a much more temperate climate. The weft fide is full of* fine meadows, 
filled with wild oxen. The Aflinibowls live here : the lake is 400 leagues in circum¬ 
ference, and 200 from tilt other lake: 100 leagues farther wed-fouth-weft along this 
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river is another lake, which they call Ounipigouchih, or the Little Sea; it is almoll 
the fame country and climate with the other, inhabited by the fame Indians, the Affini- 
bowls, the Chriftinaux, and Souteurs ; it is 30a leagues in circumference; at the 
further end is a river, which comes from Tacamiouen, which is not fo great as the 
other; it is into this lake' that the River of Stags is difeharged, which is of fuch a 
length that the natives have not yet difeovered its fource; from this river they can go 
to another, which runs weft ward, but all the reft run either into the bay or river of 
Canada. lie endeavoured to fend the natives to difeover if it went to the weftward 
fea, but their enemies lying in the way prevented them ; however, they.brought fome 
of them prifoners, who faid they alfo were at war with another nation farther weft j 
thefe faid they had neighbours with beards, who lived in ftone-houfes and forts, that 
they were not clothed like them ; that they had white kettles ; and (hewing them a 
ftlvcr cup, they laid it was of that metal; they faid they tilled their land with tools of 
that metal. According to their defeription it was maize they cultivated. 

The intendant of Canada was very defirous to difeover thefe countries from thence; 
but it is much rafter from Fort Bourbon, as it is fhorter; and though a fine country full 
of beads and wild fowl, befides fruit, which grow wild, as plums, apples, and grapes, 
and great variety of fmaller fruit. On the fouth-weft fide of this lake, Tacamiouen, 
is a river which comes from another, called the Lake of Dogs, whi^h is not far from 
the fuperior lake. The River St. Thcrefa is but half a league wide where the fort is 
built; two leagues higher is Fort Philipeaux, built for a retreat; there the river begins 
to be interfperfed with iflands; twenty leagues above the fort the river divides into two 
branches, one which comes from the north-weft fide communicates with Nelfon or 
Bourbon River, by which the natives come down to trade by the means of a land 
carriage from the Lake of Forefts to this river. Twenty leagues above the firft fork 
there is another that comes from the fouth-eaft, which the natives call Guicomatouang, 
or the Great Fork. This has a communication with the River St. Huiles ; the weftern 
branch, though ftill called St. Thercfa, is but of a finall extent, coining from its lburcc 
by fevcral fmall brooks, in each of which arc great numbers of lynx, beavers, martins, 
and others of fmaller furs. Betwixt the two forts is a finall river, called Fgaree, from 
whence they get their wood for firing, it being fcarce at the fort. Hear the mouth of 
the river is another fmall one they call Gargoufle; there comes in at high water a great 
number of porpoifes. The* river being narrow here, there might be a good fifhing, 
where they might make above fix hundred barrels of oil annually. 

From this river of St. Hailes, or New Severn, is 100 leagues fouth-eaft. It is fifuated 
in latitude 56 degrees ; the entrance is but fhallov, only capable of veflels of fixty 
tons ; here might be made good houfes, for wood is very plenty here ; and there are 
great numbers of beavers higher up the river. As to the climate of Fort Bourbon, it 
being in latitude 57 degrees, is very cold in winter, which begins about Michaelmas 
and ends in May. The fun fets about three, and riles about niacin the winter. When 
the days grow a little longer, and the cold is more temperate, the lportlinen kill as 
many partridges and hares as they pleale. One year, when they had eighty men in 
garrifon, they had the curiofity to reckon the number, which amounted to ninety 
thoufand partridges, and twenty-five thouland hares. At the end of April, the geefe, 
buftards, and.ducks, return in fuch numbers, that they kill as many as they pleale; 
they alfo take great numbers of cariboux, or rein-deer ; in March and April they come 
from the north to the fouth, and extend then along the river fixty leagues: they go 
again northward in July and Auguft ; the roads they make in the fnow are as well 
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padded, and crofs each other as often as the ftreets at Paris. The natives make hedges 
with the branches of trees, and leave openings, in which they fix fnares, and thus take 
numbers of them: when they fwim.tho rivers, in returning northwards, the natives 
kill them in canoes with lances, as many as they pleafe. In fumincr they have the 
pleafure of fifhing, and with nets take pike, trout, and carp, and a white filh fomething 
like a herring, by much the heft fifn in the world : they preferve thofe for their winter 
provifion, by putting them in fiiow, or freezing them, as alfo the flelh they would pre¬ 
serve. They keep thus alfo geefe, ducks, and buftards, which they roaft with the 
hares and partridges they kill in winter. So that, though it be a cold climate, there 
is good living there, by getting bread and wine from Europe. 

Though the fummer be Ihort they had a garden, and good coleworts, with falads 
and final 1 herbs, which they put in their ibups in winter. He had one hundred and 
twenty thoufand livres profit out of eight thoul'and lent him in goods in one feafon ; 
they have alfo bears, elks, and all forts of beads, whole {kins and furs are valued in 
France; and, according to him it is 01c of the moil, profitable polls in North America, 
confidering the cxpence. Thus far this French writer, from whom we have borrowed 
a very clear and copious account of the advantages that might have accrued to us, if 
our original difeovery of Iludfon’s Bay had been properly confidcred. 

But there were*and will be always, a j ace of people decrying thofe projects they 
want courage to attempt; and who. by ridiculing the pains taken to vilit the frozen 
climates and barren countries, lender thofe improvements which might otherwife 
follow from fuch kind of expeditions. But they ought to confider before they run 
down fuch attempts, that we have numbers of poor people here who want em¬ 
ployment, and for whom employments ought to be found; that il this be not done, 
they will either ftarve to our lhamc, or llrike out ways of living at our cxpence; 
whereas, it they were thus employed, they would both maintain thcmfelves and benefit 
the public : befides there is this advantage that attends northern expeditions and dif- 
coveries, that they breed a race of hardy arid ufciul feamen, who are nearer at hand, 
and confequently more capable of forving their country upon any emergency than 
fuch as are employed in other branches of navigation. As to the fuppoled difficulties 
that are to be in this way encountered, it is a Ihame to hear them mentioned amongft 
people who pretend to maritime power. 

If men are afraid of ice, cold, and rocks, they mult rerinquifh all thoughts of being 
great at fea, and leave it to thofe who t'u. not only endure but even defpife fuch hard¬ 
ships : the Dutch, the Danes, and the llamburghers, fail every year on the whale 
filhery, near 20 degrees farther ribrth than the bottom oi Iludfon’s Bay; and the 
French front Canada travel through and live in thele very countries of which we are 
fpeaking, with as much cafe as the lavages thcmfelves; and, indeed, why fhould they not, 
or why fhould we imagine that one man, or one race of mi n, can do more than another ? 
Our anceflors were of this opinion, or at leaf! they thought that if fuch a race of men 
there were, they might be found in this illand : and here, if properly encouraged and 
due regard fhewn to their virtue, they will be always found, for it is not the people 
but their governors that alter, and therefore we have a right to blame‘thofe who took 
fo little notice of what Sir Thomas Button performed, and fo little attended to what 
might be made of thefe countries, as we certainly ought to commend fuch as contrived 
or promoted the law lately patTcd for encouraging private perfons to attempt once 
more the difeovery of a north-weft palfage, by fecuring to them a reward from the 
public, which, without doubt, they will juftly deferve. 
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13. The next thing that occurs in order of time, is the aflerting our right to that 
part of the continent of America which lies north from New England, and which is 
now called Nova Scotia, but was then looked upon as part of North Virginia, and as 
fuch within the charter of the Weftern Company,’ who gave ftridt orders to thofe in 
their fervice to prevent foreign nations fettling in their limits; by which means this 
country, of Acadia, or Nova Scotia, which is of fo great confequencc in itfelf, and for 
the fecurity of our other plantations on the main, was preferved. The bounds of this 
province are the ocean to the north, Cape Breton Ifland, and the Bay of St. Laurence 
to the eaft, Canada to the weft, and New England to the fouth; it lies from 43 to 
51 degrees north latitude, and from the river St. Croix, the neareft to New Ilamp- 
fhire, to the great river of St. Laurence, has almoft fix hundred miles of coaft, but 
moft of it uninhabited and dcl’art, the Indians themfelves making little or no ufe of it. 

Sir Samuel Argali, then governor of Virginia, made a fort of cruizing voyage 
round the coaft northwards, as far as Cape Cod in New England, in the year 1618, 
five or fix years before the Englilh, who intended to fettle, arrived in that country. 
The Indians informed him that lbme white men, like himfelf, were come to inhabit to 
the northward of them. Sir Samuel Argali, who took all that country, as far as it 
had been difeovered by Cabot, to belong to the Virginia Company his employers, 
failed thither, found a lettlement and a fliip riding before it, which belonged to fome 
Frenchmen : Argali drew fo clofe to it, that, with his final! arms, lie beat all the men 
from the deck, fo that they could not ufe their guns, their fhip having but one deck; 
among others there were two Jefuits aboard, one of which endeavoured to fire oft' one 
of their cannon, and was Ihot. Argali having taken the fliip, landed his men, marched 
to and fummoned the fort to furrendcr: the French afked time to confider of it, which 
was denied, upon which they got privately away and fled into the woods. The 
Englilh entered it, and lodged there that night, and the next day the French came and 
yielded to Sir Samuel, cancelling the patents that had been granted them for their 
lettlement by the French King. Sir Samuel permitted fuch of the French as were 
fo difpofed to take palfage for Europe in the filhing Blips, and took the reft with him 
to Virginia, according to their choice. 

The French lu-#cl another fettlement at a place they called Port Royal, on a bay on 
the lbuth-weft coaft of Acadia, which the two Jefuits had left out of pique to their 
governor M. Bicncourt; and. with thefe Frenchmen feparated from the others. Father 
Biard, the furviving Jefuit, out of malice to Biencourt, informed Sir Samuel of the 
fettlement at Port Royal, and the cafe with which he might reduce it, which he found 
to be true; and, on the furrendcr of the French, he did no damage to their houfes, 
their barns, and mills, but obliged them to quit the country they had fowed and 
reaped ; and thofe of them that did not care to return home, removed to the river of 
St. Lawrence, where now is the capital of Canada or New France. 

When Sir Ferdinand Gorges was prefident of the New England Company, he pro- 
pofed to Sir William Alexander to procure a particular grant for the land to the north¬ 
ward of .heir patent, which was eafily obtained of King James l. and a year after, 
1622, Sir WilliSny, and fome others whom lie had got to be concerned with him, fent 
a fhip with paftenger.i to plant and fettle there. Newfoundland was then very well 
known on account of the liihery, and the flfip being late in her voyage the mailer put 
in and wintered there. The next year they let fail, and made the promontory at the 
north fliore of Cape Breton Bland : they coafted it along till they came to Cape Sable 
in Acadia, where they found three good harbours, and went alhore at one of them, 
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which they called Lake’s Bay; in which was a large river that had eight fathoms 
water at ebb. This (hip failed up one of thefe, and according to the accounts that 
were pnblifhed by thole that were to be (havers in the patent, this country is deferibed 
as a kind of paradife; with a view* no doubt, to have engaged people to go over 
thither to fettle, to which end Sir William Alexander, the original proprietor, afterwards 
created Earl of Sterling, wrote and pnblifhed a book, and his foveivign king James 
creflxd a new order, called the Knights of- Nova Scotia, to facilitate this plantation. 

But, notwithflamling all the care that was taken of it, this project proved abortive, 
.'and, which is very extraordinary, modern authors have taught us to condemn and cen- 
fure l’uch as forefaw the confequence and importance of this country to the Britifli 
nation, when unfed!, d and unimproved, and to treat as weak and p-ifillanimous the 
conduCt of thofe times, when in full peace the French were, by force of arms, com¬ 
pelled to quit a country, which, though fettled by them, was diicovercJ by us; and 
from thefe fugitives it was that the more norihen iUtlemcni ol the E'rendi took birth. 
The expedition of Sir Samuel Argali was certainly both a vigorous and a right mea- 
fure; and the grant to Sir William Alexander was a very fenfible thing, though the 
defign of it is now not well tmderflood, or rather forgot ; and therefore, though it 
may take up feme room, 1 dial! endeavour to revive and explain it. It was fuggefled 
to King James that the tract of country on the continent of North America, belonging 
to his crown, being very large, and not likely to be planted in any rcafonable (pace of 
time by the Englith, it would be a very wife and prudent meafure to grant under the 
great feal of Scotland a part of it to his fubjects of that kingdom, upon a fuppofition 
that it would be more beneficial for them and more for the intereft of the united king¬ 
doms if they went over and fettled there, than if, as to that time they had frequently 
done, they tranfported thcmfelves to Poland, Sweden, and Rudia, in which countries 
there were at that time many thoufand Scotch families. 

Such was the original fchetne of fettling and planting Nova Scotia; and if rhe 
courtiers of thofe times made a job of this, and thereby defeated the feheme; how¬ 
ever this may reflect on their memories, it ought to draw no fort of odium on the 
project itfelf, w hich was very well and wifely laid, if it had been as honeflly and wifely 
executed. There was afterwards another grant made of the northern part of this 
country, to Sir David Kirk, from whom the French King bought it, or at lead con¬ 
tracted to give him five thoufand pounds for it; a very plqin proof that even the French 
acknowledged the right by which he held it; and a French nobleman likewife bought, 
many years after that, Sir William Alexander’s property. It may be enquired why 
the crown of England did not interpofe and prevent thefe falcs, as might no doubt 
have been done; and the plain anfwer to this is, that the French proteflanis being 
principally concerned in thole fell foments, the crown had a tendemefs for them. 

But Oliver Cromwell font Major Sedgwick to diflodge the French from Port Royal, 
which be did ; and though the Protestor afterwards confented that a French proprietor 
(hould enjoy the country, yet it was upon condition that he lhould make out this right by 
purchafe from the Earl of Sterling; which he afterwards did, and then fold it to Sir 
Thomas Temple, who was both proprietor and governor at the Jleftoration : after 
which the French fettled there again, and remained there in quiet pofleflion till the 
year 1690, when they were dipoflefled by Sir William Phips, then governor of New 
England; but it was afterwards given up again to the French by King William’s 
treaty of Ryfwick. It is not, however, to be underftood that either King Charles II. 
or King William III., by their refpective treaties with France, gave up the claim of this 
1 nation 
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nation to that country, nor did the French fo underfland it, but only permitted that 
■poffeilion, becaufe, as the circumflances of things then flood, they were unwilling to 
contefl it. In all thefe changes, however, the iflorid of Cape Breton followed the fate 
of Nova Scotia, and both continued in the hands of the French till the year 1710, 
when Governor Nicholfon made himfelf maffer of Port Royal, which was become a 
place of very great importance in many refjvcls, more efpecially in this, that it gave 
the French ati opportunity of difturbing and did re fang our trade to fuch a degree, that 
it was very properly fly led the Dunkirk of America. 

We need not wonder, therefore, that the taking this place was looked upon as a 
very remarkable fervice, or that the Oueen fhould beflow her name upon it to fhew 
that Ihe never meant to part with it. Upon the fame principle, Colonel Nicholfon, 
upon his return to England, had a comtniflion granted him to be governor of Nova 
Scotia and of Annapolis Royal, and commander of all Her Majefty’s forces there and 
in Newfoundland. While things were in this fituation, a negociation for peace- was 
let on foot, which afterwards produced one that, has fince made a great deal of noife, more 
efpecially with regard to the flipulations therein, in reference to this province; and 
therefore it is requifite for us to foe what relates to Nova Scotia in the Utrecht treaty, 
the words of which, in the twelfth article, arc, “ All Nova Scotia, or Acadia, with all 
ancient boundaries, as alfb the city of Port Royal, now called Annapolis, and all other 
things in thefe parts which depend on lands and iflands, together with the dominion, 
property, poileflion of the laid iflands, lands, and all rights whatsoever, by treaties or 
by any other way obtained,” &c. To which the French King added the exclufion of 
the fubjeUs of France from billing on the coall of Nova Scotia, and within thirty 
leagues, beginning from Cape Sable and firetching along to the lbuth-wefi; there is no 
doubt but this article, as it is worded, contains tile refiitution of Cape Breton, which 
ought to have gone along with Nova Scotia, as it had hitherto done; neither is this a 
bare conjecture, or my particular notion, but the general fentiment of fuch as were 
beft acquainted with this affair, and with the negociation that concerned it; which in¬ 
duced the Oueen, in her inflruclions to the Etc Duke of Shrewsbury, when he went 
ambaffador to France, to declare that flic looked upon Cape Breton to belong to her, 
and reckoned that ifland a part oi the ancient territory of Nova Scotia. But notwith- 
flanding this article in the Oueen’s inflruclions, the French were fullered to keep Cape 
Breton, but, molt undoubtedly, this gave them no right to it. 

1 am very far from thinking that in this cafe, I mean in the cafe of plantations, pof- 
feflion is the only or even the bed right, becaufe fuch a doctrine might confer right upon 
pirates. The bell claim of civilized nations, with refptcl to new' countries, was always 
allowed to be the firfl difeovery. This right is that on which is founded our title, 
and very juflly; for we have certainly difcovered all the countries that border on 
Davis’s Straits, Hud foil’s Bay, and fo forwards to the limits of Georgia ; and this 
right being in the crown of England, and inherited with the crown of England, could 
never be granted away, yielded to a foreign power, or othcruife transferred, without 
the confent of parliament; though the temporary poileflion might. For, in thole 
treaties by which Acadia was left to France, the crown only flipu’atcd not to deprive 
the French of their pofl’ellicn, during the continuance of the peace, but the right (till 
remained in 114;, and mult always remain in us. 

We have before fhewn that the French acknowledged this, as appears by the King 
of France’s purchafing under our title; nor was it ever dilputed till the treaty of 
Utrecht, that the ifland of Cape Breton belonged to Nova Scotia, nor could it be dif- 
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puted, becaufe the very charter which eftablifhcd Nova Scotia as a diftin£t province, 
included the ifland of Cape Breton in exprefs words. Wc may add to this, that our 
title to Labrador or New Britain is uuqueftionable, of which country Nova Scotia was 
a part, till feparated by the charter; and our claim to Newfoundland has been always 
maintained, as we {hewed in the former fed ion : fo that on the whole it may be juftly 
affirmed, that our right to the ifland of Cape Breton is as clear and as unqueftionable 
as that of any European nation to any of its Englifh lettlemcnts in America, or elfe- 
Y/herc. But if it fhould be demanded of what ule this reafoning is, 1 anfwer, that 
having now recovered the pofleflion of that ifland to which we had always a right, 
and out of which we were cheated at the treaty of Utrecht, the French have no colour 
to demand the reftitution of it; nor is the cafe the fame now that it was when King 
Charles II. concluded his treaty in 1666, when King William concluded the treaty 
of Ryfwick, in 1697, or when the treaty of Utrecht wa$ made by Queen Anne, in 
1712. 

14. We gave a large account, in the former feftion, of the attempt made by that 
great man and good patriot Sir Walter Raleigh, to eftablifh an Englifh plantation in 
Guiana ; and of his fending, after his return to England, a fhip to profecute that dif- 
covery ; of which lecond voyage wc have likewife a long account, publifhed by Cap¬ 
tain Keymifh: but this defign met with continual interruptions; or otherwile. Sir 
Walter himfelf tells us in his Apology, there had been, before the death of Queen Eli¬ 
zabeth, a fufficient number of Englifh fettled in that part of the world to have lecured 
the pofleflion of it for ever to this crown and nation. The very next year after Sir 
Walter’s return, he was employed in the expedition to Cadiz: the two following 
years, his time was taken up in that which was called the Ifland Voyage. Then the 
great rebellion broke out in Ireland, which rendered Queen Elizabeth unwilling to 
encourage any private expeditions that required a confiderable force; and this rebellion 
lafted till the Queen’s death. Immediately after this. Sir Walter himfelf was im- 
prifoned, and fo continued for many years. Which very fairly accounts for this noble 
defign remaining fo long unpurfued. 

But things delayed are not always loft : the defire of fettling Guiana revived in a 
few years after peace was reftored ; and, as I do not know it has ever yet been done, 
1 (hall give a fuccinct account of the ieveral attempts made to carry this defign into 
execution, to the time they were wholly given over, and the fmall intereft we had in 
that part of the world furrendereu up to the Dutch. In the year 1604, Captain Charles 
Leig i undertook a voyage to Guiana, at his own and his brother Sir Olive Leigh’s 
charge: he had a bark of about fifty tons, called the Olive-Plant; and his company, 
about forty-fix men and boys. They failed from Woolwich the 21ft of March, with 
a defign to make a more complete difeovery of the country of Guiana than had been 
yet done, and to fix an Englifh colony there. On the 22d of May they came into the 
river of Wyapoco, in the latitude of 8 degrees 30 minutes to the north of the line, 
and the town of Wyapoco, which lies on the coaft of Guiana, was the place in which 
they intended to take up their abode. Here the captain came to an.>agrcement with 
the inhabitants, who received him very kindly, that they fhould allow him a good fpace 
of ground, and fome houfes for the prefent; in confideration of which he was to affift 
them againft their inveterate enemies the Caribbees, who greatly diftrefikl them. 

This agreement was made by means of two of the natives of Guiana who had been 
in England and could fpeaik fome Englifh ; and for the better fecurity of performance 
on the part of the favages, they confented to give five of their body, among whom 
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were two perfons of note, as pledges to be fent to England. Their firft fcttlement 
was on part of the mountain that lies on the weft fide of the entrance of the river, to 
which they gave the name of Mount Howard., The captain might have lived here 
a very quiet life, and been very ufeful to his country too, had he not had a mutinous 
and difeontented company. The next year after, he fent his {hip to England, in the 
month-of June, for frefli fupplics of fuch things as he wanted, retaining thirty-five of 
his men and boys with him, to fettle his fmall village, and thereby fet this colony upoo 
a better footing than it had till then been. They had fomc trade with the natives, 
well round about their fettlement, as farther up the river ; and the chief merchandizes 
they obtained were wax, fine white feathers, tobacco, parrots, monkeys, green and 
black, cotton-yarn, and wool, fweet gums, red pepper, fpleen and mafatc ftones; with 
fcveral forts of wood, roots, and berries, partly for medicine, and partly for dyeing; 
but the flux, and other diftempers, carried off a good number of the company ; and 
the captain being feized with it himfelf juft as he wa'' going on board for England, to 
fetch a complete loading of fuch things as were needful for his colony, died of it. It 
was by this unhappy ftroke the whole undertaking was quafhed, and every one fhifted 
for himfelf; fome returned to England in their own vcffel, others in a French fhip, 
and others in two Dutch {hips, very much to the regret of the Indians, and to the 
no fmall lofs of Sir Olive Leigh, and detriment of the Englifh nation. 

Sir Olive Leigh refolving to fupport his brother in the eftablilhment of his colony 
at Guiana, before he had any account of his fuccefs, fitted out another fhip called the 
Olive-Bloffom, under Captain Catalin and Captain St. John, to carry him a frefli fupply 
of men and neceffarics. The fliip fet out from Woolwich for Wyapoco, the 14th of 
April, 1605; but, between contrary winds and currents, by the unflcilfulnefs of the 
mafter, Mr. Richard Chambers, they were put fo far to the leeward, that they defpaired 
of ever recovering their intended port in any due time; and therefore they put in 
firft at Barbadoes, and afterwards at the ifland of St. Lucia, defigning from thence to 
return to England: however, examining their ftores of provifions, and finding not near 
enough to ferve fo large a company as they were for fo long a voyage, Captain St. John 
himfelf, with fcveral of the paffengers, to the number of fixty-fevon, rcfolved rather to 
ftay, and take thdr lot upon that ifland, than to run the hazard of their being ftarved 
at lea. 

They foon made an acquaintance with the Indians, who furnilhed them, in exchange 
for trifles, with roots, fruits, and fome fowls ; and they every night had an opportunity, 
with very little trouble, of taking delicate tortoifes upon the fands ; fo that they were 
in no want of food. They lived five or fix weeks in little huts, or houfes which they 
had built, without making any excurfions into the country ; but the captain feeing one 
day certain plates of metal upon the arms of fome of the Indians, and being informed 
by one Brown, a refiner in their company, that they w'ere at leaft three parts gold ; and 
enquiring of the Indians from whence they had it, they pointed to a very high moun¬ 
tain, in the north-weft part of the ifland. Upon this, the captain himfelf, with feveral 
of. the chief of jiis men, went in queft of this golden mountain, the reft being ap¬ 
pointed to keep guard at home, and affured they would return in a week’s time. 
When this part of the company was gone, the other expected the Indians would have 
brought them^provifion as they ufed to do ; but they heard nothing of them for three 
days together. They had, it feemed, obferved when the captain went, followed him, 
and moft barbaroufly cut him off with his whole company. 

They were now intent upon making the fame difpatch 0/ their companions, and to 
this end had got one Augramart, a defperate lavage, and captain of the ifland of 
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St. Vincent, to head them in this enterprize. To cover their defign, however, they 
carried it fair to them, and vifited them frequently ; till one day Augramart, having 
dined with them, would have the Englilh go with him to his quarters; where he pro- 
mifed to fumilh them with whatever provilions they wanted. Mr. St.John, with feven- 
teen others, accepted of the invitation ; but inftead of carrying them to their quarters, 
they led them into an ambufh of five hundred lavages ; where, being furrounded, and 
attacked on every fide’with vollies of arrows, after doing all that men could do in 
cheir own defence, they were overpowered, and all flain but one John Nichols, who 
'made his efcape from this bloody daughter, and was forced to hide himfelf in a wood, 
then fwimming a lake, and fo with great difficulty returned •home, juft time enough 
to give his companions the alarm; for it was not long before they appeared before 
their houles; yet letting fly their final 1 pieces of ordnance they quickly marched off 
again. In two or three days time they returned, to the number of thirteen or four¬ 
teen hundred men ; who, after having attacked their little fort and houfes for feven 
days together, with little fuccefs, thought of throwing in fire with their arrows, which 
in a fhorr time reduced the habitations of the Englilh, and all they had, to a heap of 
allies. They continued, however, to defend themfelvcs in fo brave a manner, that the 
Indians, feeing they could not accoinplilh their defign againft this handlul of men, 
refoived at hit to abandon the enterprize. 

After their departure, fome of the neighbouring favages were prevailed upon, for a 
reward of hatchets, knives, and beads, to furnilh them with an old pitiful boat; this 
they fitted up as well as they could, and nineteen of them, the miferable remains of 
lixty-eight, of which twelve were wounded, ventured out to fea in her, without chart 
or compafs, and having only four or five gallons of water, with a few plantains and 
potatoes, about twenty bifeuits, and a little rice; and what was world than all the reff, 
not one mariner among them. In this little boat they were fo overladen jhat her 
gunnel lay almoft even with the water: they lived at fea ten days, four of them being 
obliged by turns to keep fcooping of the water. The tenth day, when all hopes began 
to fail them, they difeovered land ; but when they came upon it the land proved to 
be an uninhabited ifland, which afforded no manner of fuftenance. In this miferable 
Hate they had no remedy, but to repair their boat again as well as they could, and to 
fend five of their men to the continent to feek reliel. After many difficulties thele 
men came to an Indian town on the continent, called Tocoyo; from whence, after 
fifteen days abfence, they carried fuccour to their miferable companions. They were 
now reduced to thirteen, who got together to a Spanilh town, called Coro, where they 
were treated with great humanity ; two more of them died ; three of them went from 
thence to Carthagena, and were followed thither by two more; where they procured 
a paftage to Spain ; but what became of the reft does not any where appear. 

One would have imagined, that fuch a feries of misfortunes as had attended the 
attempts made for eftablilhing this fettlement, would have worn out all defire of running 
further hazards; but fuch was the credit of Sir Waiter Raleigh, luch the fettled 
opinion of the vaft riches to be found in this part of America, and fuah the remains of 
that Tpirit which prevailed through the whole nation in the time of Queen Elizabeth, 
that in the year 1609, a new attempt was made, at a much greater cxpence than the 
former, with the participation, at leart, if not under the influence of Sir Walter Raleigh. 
This voyage was performed under the direction and command of Robert Harcourt, of 
Stanton-Harcourt, in the county of Oxford, eiquire; and the veflfels employed in it 
were, the Rofe, a Ihip of eighty tons ; the Patience, a fliip of fix-and-thirty tons ; and 
the Lilly Ihallop, of nine tons. They let fail from Dartmouth the 29^ of March, and 
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arrived the 17th of May in the Bay of Wyapoco. It was not long before feveral 
canoes of Indians came to fee, what they were; and finding they were Englilh, came 
on board them without any fear or ceremony: fuch an advantageous idea had Sir Walter 
Raleigh by his courteous behaviour imprinted in them of the Englilh nation. 

Thcfe people, who were very forward and ready to traffic with the Englilh, were of 
the town called Caripo, on the ealt fide of the hill, at the mouth of Wyapoco River. 
Their king, or chief, who had been many years in England, was then with Mr. Har- 
court, and another of his countrymen came paffenger with him, though he had not 
difcovered his quality, till the joy of his fubjects at the fight of him made, him known. 
Among the Indians who came firft on board was one who f’poke the Englilh tongue 
perfectly well, and was known to forne of the fhip's companies, having ferved Sir John 
Gilbert in England many years; and the Indian who accompanied the king or chief, 
having been fourteen year? in England; thefe two were of Angular fervicc to the 
adventurers. 

The firfi ceremonies being pall, Mr. Harcourt acquainted them that the occafion of 
his coming among them was to fettle a colony there, and to take poffeffion of the 
country for the King of England, by virtue of their grant of it to Captain Leigh, and 
by fome of their countrymen before to Sir Walter Raleigh ; alluring them at the fame 
time, that HisMajelty intended no unjult ufurpation over them, nor to treat them in any 
way like Haves and vaffals; but only to be their friend and protector, and to deliver 
them from the inlolcncies and oppreffions of the Caribbees. After fome debate the 
Indians gave their confent that they might live among them, and proinifed to furnifh 
them with houfes, and all other neceilaries, as far as they were able ; but could not 
forbear expreffing fome diffidence in their performing their promifes, fince Sir Walter 
Raleigh had been fo dilatory in accomplilhing thofe he made them. 

This being done they all went afhore, where they met the beft reception the Indians 
could give them ; and were difperfed up and down the town, on the fide of a hill, 
while their fhips rode at anchor at the foot of it. The great rains, which confined them 
near a month, being over, the captain fet himfclf to difeover the Golden Mountains, 
which had been the fpurs to this undertaking; but their guide, who had promifed fuch 
great things, failed in the performance of them and either had wilfully deceived them, 
or had been deceived himl'elf; for when he came to the fpot he had built his hopes 
upon, nothing was to be found: and yet they were convinced the country afforded 
gold, as well by the aifurances given them by the natives, who Ihewed them certain 
images, which upon an effay appeared to contain at leaft one-third gold, as by ocular 
demonllration of great quantities of the white fpar in which the gold is contained, and 
which they found to hold both gold and filver ; but they had reafon to believe thefe 
mines were too far up in the higher parts of Guiana, and perhaps too ftrongly guarded 
for them to hope they fliould be able to reach them. And, befides, they had then 
neither time nor power to iearch in the manner requifite for finding thele mines. 

This difappointtnent had like to have excited a mutiny among thofe who came out 
with no other view than to tumble at once into riches ; but the captain, with great 
prudence and with n<? lefs conduct, prevented its running fuch a length ; and to keep 
them employed, not only went himfelf up the river of Wyapoco upon dilcovery, but 
font his brother with lome others on the fame errand to the river Arrawary, and the 
country bordering upon it, which adjoins to the river of Amazons. He went alfo and 
took poffeffion of the mountain Gomoribo, which is the utmoft point of land to the 
northward in the Wyapoco. This he did, according to cuftom, by the ceremony of Twig 
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and Turf, in the prefence both of his own people and the Indians. After poffeffion 
taken, the mountain was delivered over to an Indian, to hold and poffefs the fame for 
himfelf and his heirs, of His Majefty .Tames King of England, paying the yearly duty 
of a tenth part of the tobacco, cotton, wood, annotto, and all other commodities 
growing within the limits of the fame. The attempt of the captain’s brother, and 
Captain Harvey, in difcovery of the River Arrawary, was attended with great diffi¬ 
culties and hazards; for the length they run by fea to this river was near one hundred 
_ leagues, through terrible breaks of flats and fhoals. They went likewife fifty leagues 
up the river^ and all this only with flat-bottomed canoes, fomething longer than the 
common Thames wherries, but not fo broad. 

The Indians they met with in this river plainly difcovered they had never feen any 
Europeans before. It was long before they could be brought to any fort of trade or 
converfation with them, though they had other Indians in their company : but at laft 
the fight of their toys wrought upon them, and induced" them to exchange for pro- 
vifions; a want of which however at laft obliged them to return to Wyapoco. They 
took poffeffion nevcrthclcfs of the country in form, as Mr. Harcourt had done of 
Gomoribo. Not long after this, Mr. Harcourt was obliged to return for England, 
purely for fear of wanting calks to contain fulficient beer and water for the voyage, 
the mafter having.ncglcded to have his calks iron-bound before their departure, which 
occafioned many of them to burft their hoops in that hot country. 

Mr. Harcourt left his brother to command in chief in his abfence, to whom Captain 
Harvey was joined as affiftant, and Mr. Gifford as his lieutenant, and with them he left 
fifty or fixty of his men. He departed the 18th of Auguft; and Mr. Harcourt, in 
his way homewards, made feveral difeoveries upon the coalt, and in fome of the rivers; 
returned to Ireland the 29th of November; and came from thence to England. Being 
come to London, by the favour of Prince Henry, he obtained a large patent for all that 
coaft, called Guiana, together with the famous River of Amazons, to him and his 
heirs: but he was involved in fo many troubles, that he was not able to fupply his 
colony, and only fent over fome few people, with eighteen Dutchmen, but to little 
purpofe. Captain Harcourt, however, kept poffeffion of that part of the country in 
which he was fettled for full three years, in all which time he loft but fix of his people. 

The reader will obferve, that we have now brought down the hiftory of our expe¬ 
ditions to Guiana from 1595 to 1612, which is within five years of Sir Walter 
Raleigh’s laft embarkation, it it however certain, that fome other voyages had been 
made to this country ; for Sir Walter Raleigh, in his apology, fays, that the Spaniards 
at St. Thomas’s had, fome years before his laft attempt, murdered many Englifh, under 
pretence of trading with them, and fome of thofe who were thus murdered he mentions 
by name. He had fuftered a very long imprifonment in the Tower of London, when, 
by the help of many friends, and perhaps by the laying out of a great deal of money, 
he procured his liberty, and therewith a commiffion to execute his laft expedition to 
Guiana. In order to this, he turned into money the beft part of his own fortune, 
which he employed in fitting out fhips for this fervice. He engaged many of his beft 
friends to do the fame; and embarked feveral of them, and his own eldeft fon, on 
board the fleet; and all this from a perfuafion that the country he was going to was 
very rich in gold, and if they could gain poffeffion of it, would tpake all their 
fortunes. 

The famous Count Gondomar, who was then the Spaniffi Ambaffador here, and, as 
all the world knows, had a' great influence over King James, did all that lay in his 
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power to hinder this expedition ; and as he did not fucceed therein, it very plainly 
proves that King James did not credit what he fuggefted to the prejudice of Sir Walter 
Raleigh. And indeed, what he gave out upon this fubjedt, of Sir Walter’s having no 
intention to make either difcovery or fettlement, but merely to engage in a piratical 
attempt upon the Spanilh colonies in America, was abfurd and ridiculous, fince no man 
had ever, a meaner opinion of fuch exploits, or had fo fully expofed the folly of hoping 
for great riches from the plunder of Spanilh towns than Sir Walter had done. Butin 
all probability the Spanilh minifter had not fo much in view the making thefe fug-' 
geftions of his pafs for truth, as obtaining, by this means, under colour of refuting, 
this charge, a diftinct account of Sir Walter’s true dcfign,and of the force with which 
he was to undertake it; in which he had but too great l'uccefs ; for Sir Walter giving 
the King a Ihort but true fcheme of what he intended, that very paper was delivered 
to the Spanilh ambaffador, and found its way to Guiana long before Sir Walter 
Raleigh. 

The commillion granted to this excellent man was very full, and free from limita¬ 
tions, which has been generally underftood to be defigned to his prejudice. But I 
mull confefs I fee no reafon for that opinion. On the contrary, I am perfuaded that 
Sir Walter himfelf was well fatisfied with his commillion ; and that in refpe£t to the 
law of the land, and the law of nations, it fully juftified the defign he went upon, and 
all that followed in the execution of it. Certain it is that the contents of his commif- 
fion were no fecrets, fince by publifhing them, he brought numbers at home and abroad 
to fubfcribe large Turns towards the fupport of his undertaking ; which he could never 
have done if the form or words of that commillion had been liable to exception. It 
was fcven months after his commillion was granted before his fleet was in condition to 
put to fea. 

As to the ftrength of this fleet, it is clear from a furvey taken by the order of the 
Earl of Nottingham, then lord high-admiral, that it confilted of fcven fail, of feveral 
fizes. It appears that the firll of them, or admiral, a fine lhip, built by Raleigh him¬ 
felf, was named the Delliny, of four hundred and forty tons, and thirty-fix pieces or 
more of ordnance, Sir Walter Raleigh general, and his fon Walter captain, befides two 
hundred men, whereof fourfcore were gentlemen volunteers and adventurers, moft of 
them Sir Walter’s relations ; which number was afterwards encreafed. Second, the 
Jafon of London, two hundred and forty tons, and twenty-five pieces of ordnance. 
Captain John Pennington vice-admiral, eighty men, one gentleman, and no more. 
Third, the Encounter, one hundred and fixty tons, feventeen pieces of ordnance, 
Edward Mailings captain (no men more except the mailer mentioned) ; but he dying 
in the Indies, was fucceeded in the command by Captain Whitney. Fourth, the 
Thunder, one hundred and fifty tons, twenty pieces of ordnance, Sir Warham Sentlegor 
captain, fix gentlemen, fixty foldiers, ten landmen. Fifth, the Flying-Joan, one 
hundred and twenty tons, fourteen pieces of ordnance, John Chidley captain, twenty- 
five men. Sixth, the Southampton, eighty tons, and fix pieces of ordnance, John 
Bayley captain, twenty-five mariners, two gentlemen. Seventh, the Page, a pinnace, 
twenty-five tons, three rabnets of brafs, James Barker captain, and eight Tailors. But 
before Raleigh left tile coaft of England, he was joined by as many (hips more ; fo that 
this whole fleet confilted of thirteen fail, befides his own lhip. 

But for this' remaining part of his fleet he waited long, and it had been better if he 
had left them behind, for they proved a burthen to him, and fome of them deferted 
the expedition. It was the beginning of July before he lefPthe coaft of England, and 
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•meeting with a ftorm, was obliged to put into Cork, from whence he failed on the 
19th of Auguft following. lie proceeded from thence to the Canaries, where, though 
infulted by the Spaniards, he committed no hoftilities; ‘but, on the contrary, behaved 
fo well that he obtained a certificate thereof from the governor. After this his {hips 
grew very fickly ; and before he arrived at Trinidada, he had loft many of his men, 
and was himfelf dangeroufly ill. In this weak and low condition they arrived at the 
north cape of Wyapoco on the nth of November. 

The firft thing he did after his arrival was, to endeavour to find out Leonard the 
t Indian, who had been in England three or four years with him, but was removed fo 
far up into the country there was no procuring him; therefore he flood away for 
Caliana, on the coaft of Guiana, at the firft difeovery called Port-Howard, where the 
cazique was alfo his fervant, and had lived with him in the Tower of London two 
years. There he arrived in a day or two, having paffed the ifland noted for its multitude 
of birds and filk-bearing trees ; and from thence fent for his fervant, Harry the Indiau, 
who with other caziques came and brought him great ftoreof caffavi-bread, androafted 
mullets, with plantains, pines, and piftachios. But Raleigh ventured not to eat of the 
pines, which tempted him exceedingly, till after a day or two’s airing on the fliore, in a 
tent which was there pitched for him. Then he alfo cat fome armadillo and a • little- 
pork, and begun to gather ftrength. Here he alfo landed his fick men, and recovered 
many ; and here he buried Captain Edward I ladings, (the Lord Huntingdon’s brother) 
who died ten days, or more, before; and with him his ferjeant-major Hart, and Captain 
Henry Snedale, the charge of whofe {hip Raleigh gave to his fervant Captain Robert 
Smith of Cornwall. Here he alfo let up his barges and fhallops, which they brought 
from England in quarters, cleanfed his {hip, trimmed up his calks and fupplied them, 
with water, fixed up a forge, and made fuch iron works as they wanted. Thus on that 
fhore and this river they employed and refreshed themfelves for about three weeks, 
during which time Raleigh was very much careffed by the Indians, of his old 
acquaintance aforefaid, and other natives of this place, who furnifhed him daily with the 
beft provifions that the country yielded, and offered him all kind of obedience, even to 
the making him their Sovereign Prince and Ruler, if he would abide and fettle among 
them; fo frdh continued his memory, and fuch impreflions of homage and refpect had 
his {ormer behaviour {till left upon them ; which offer, he mentions with the greateft 
modefty and indifference, in the difpatch he fent loon alter this to England. 

On the 4th of December they left fiiis river, and on the 5th came to the Triangle 
Iflands, where Raleigh’s fln'p ran on fliore, and was with difficulty got off. Here they 
held a council to confider what they fhould do next, and as Sir Walter was extremely 
ill, and it was found impoffiblc to carry the larger {hips any higher, it was refolved 
that the five fmaller veffels, with as many companies of loot, of fifty men each, fliould 
enter the river. According to this determination the fleet was divided; that is to 
fay, Captain Whitney, in the Encounter; Woolalton, in the Confidence ; King, in the 
Supply ; Smith, in a prick; and Hall, in a caravel. The companies had for their 
leaders Captain Charles Parker and Captain North (brothers to the Lord Mounteagle 
and the Lord North), young Raleigh, Captain Thornhurfl: of Kent, Captain Pen¬ 
nington’s Lieutenant, who feems to be another Hall, and Captain Chidley’s lieutenant, 
Prideaux. Sir Warham St. Legar, Raleigh’s lieutenant, who had the charge of thefe 
.companies, fell fick at Caliana, fo it was conferred on George Raleigh, Sir Walter’s 
nephew, who had ferved with great commendation in the Low Countries; and Captain 
iKeymilh had the chief charge for their landing within the river; but Keymiih having 
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laid down the plan of his intended attempt upon the mine, and undertaking to difcover 
it with fix 'or eight perfons in Sir John Feme’s fhallop; Raleigh, upon confideration, 
difliked that method of procedure, determined t® alter it, and therefore gave him his 
inftru&ions to go to the mine, bring him a fample, and avoid fighting the Spaniards if 
poffible. 

With thefe inftru&ions thofe five Ihips fet forward, parting from Raleigh and the 
reft of the fleet at theiflands aforefaid, with a month’s provifion, on the 10th of Decem¬ 
ber. But when they found a new Spanifli town, called St. Thomas, confifting of about 
one hundred and forty houfes, though Rightly built, with a chapel, a convent of Fran- 
cifcans, and a garrifon, eroded on the main channel of Oronoco, about twenty miles 
diftant from the place; where Antonio Berreo, the governor, taken by Raleigh in his 
firft difcovery and conqueft here, endeavoured to plant; Keymifli and the reft, thought 
themfelves obliged, through fear of leaving the enemy between them and the boats, to 
deviate from their inftrudions, which enjoined them firft to take a fmall party to make 
trial of the mine, under a fhelter of their own camp, and then to deal with the town as 
it fhould give caufe; l'o they concluded to land in one body and encamp between the 
mine and the town, whereby they themfelves were nothing ftrongcr, their boats were 
as much expofed, and the mine left untried, contrary to Raleigh’s order. 

For about three weeks after their departure, landing by night nearer the town, it 
feems, than they fufpc&ed, and meaning to reft themfelves by the river-fide till the 
morning, they were, in the night time, fet upon by the Spanifli troops, apprized of 
fheir coming. This charge wasfo unexpeftcd, and (truck the common foldiers with 
1 'uch amazement, that had not the captains and fome other valiant gentlemen made a 
head, and animated the reft, they had all been cut to pieces: But the reft, by their 
example, foon rallying, made fuch a vigorous defence againft the Spaniards, that they 
drove them to a retreat; till, in the warmth of their purfuit, the Englilh found them¬ 
felves at the Spanifli town before they knew where they were. Here the battle was 
renewed, being aflaulted by the governor himfelf, Don Diego Palameca, and four or 
five captains at the head of their companies ; againft whom Captain Walter Raleigh, 
a brave and fprightly young man, now twenty-three years of age, not waiting for the 
mulketcers, rulhe'd foremoft at the head of a company of pikes, and, having killed one 
of the Spanifli captains, was mortally wounded by another ; but prefling ftill on with 
his fword upon Erinetta, probably the captain who had (hot him, this Spaniard, with 
the- butt end of his mulket, felled him down to the ground; and after thefe words, 
“ Lord have mercy upon me, and profper your enterprize,” young Raleigh fpoke no 
more: Hereupon John Pleffington, his ferjeant, thruft the Spanifli captain through 
with his halbert. Two commanders more of the Spaniards were flain, one by John of 
Morocco, another of young Raleigh’s company; and laftly the governor himfelf alfo 
loft his life in the engagement, which happened, as Cambden informs us, upon the 
2d of January. 

The leaders being all thus difpatched, and many of their foldiers, the reft difperfed ; 
fome took fheltet about the market place, from whence they killed and wounded the 
Englilh at pleafurej fp as they faw no way left to be fafe but by burning the town down 
about their ears, and driving them into the woods and mountains, whence they ftill 
kept the Englilh waking in perpetual alarms; others were more careful to defend their 
pafiages to their mines, of which they had three or four not far diftant, than they had 
been to defend the ijjgwn. Captain Keymifli found the pafiages, leading to the mine he 
had in his eye, very difficult, and the rivers fo low, that he could not approach the 
banks, in moft places near, the mine, by a mile ; and where he found anafeent, a volley 
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of mufkets came from the woods, and at one time flew two of the rowers, hurt fir 
others, and wounded Captain Thornhurft in the head. Kevmifti feeing fo much hazard 
in attempting to find the mine, the.paffage to it being'full of thick and unpaffable 
woods; and thinking the Engliffi, who were left at St. Thomas’s, would not be able 
to defend it, efpecially if the enemy fliould be recruited, the country being all in alarm, 
he gave over the enterprize and returned. Befides the difficulty of finding the mine, 
he pretended, that if he had found it, he had not a man to work it; and, being a 
great way up in the land, men would have been got thither with great danger and dif¬ 
ficulty ; but tljis fliould have been thought of before, and it was ill advifed to take fo 
much pains, and run fo much hazard, to get and poffefs that, which when they had it 
they could not make ufe of; fo that which Keymifli pleaded, when he returned, for an 
excufe, refleftcd upon him as a great mifcarriagc. 

Sir Walter very much blamed him for it, and, among other things, told him if he 
had but brought one hundred weight of the ore, though with the lofs of one hundred 
men, it would have given the king fatisfacbon, and preferved his reputation; and 
befides, would have given the nation encouragement to have returned the next year 
with a greater force, and have held the country for his majelty, to whom it belonged. 
As foon as they returned to St. Thomas’s, the F.nglifh pillaged the town, carried away 
the belt and moft portable things, and the enemy not daring to appear for the redemp¬ 
tion of it, they fet it on fire, leaving behind them an infinite mafs of treafure, which, 
either for want of knowledge or power, they could not attain. Sir Walter, upon the 
news of his fon’s death, and Keymilh’s return, finding himfelf difappointed thereby of 
his hopes, was perplexed to the very foul, and threatened Keymiih with the king’s 
indignation, telling him he had undone him, and wounded his credit with his majelty 
pad recovery. This had fuch an effect upon him, that it threw him into defpair, and 
a few days after he made away with himfelf. Some fay he retired immediately into 
his cabin and Ihot himfelf, with a piftol, into the body ; but that being too flow for h.’s 
fury, defperately thrull a large knife into the fame wound up to the haft. 

Thefe accounts may belaid both to be true, for, after Sir Walter’s firft reproof, he 
went away difeontented, and continued fo feveral days. He came then a fecond time 
with his cxcufes, and fhewed him a letter which he had written to the'Earl of Arundel, 
in his own junification, praying Sir Walter to allow of his reafons, which he refilling, 
and telling him he would not favour or colour his folly; ‘upon that he retired into his 
cabin, and immediately committed the fact. The defign being thus defeated, the Ihips 
leaky, victuals failing, and, above all, having miffed thofe golden Ihowers they gaped 
after, fome of the men began to mutiny againft their general, while others were for 
him ; fome would have him go home, others ftay ; the major part forced him not to 
go home, but with their content, and yet his Ihips flipped away one after another, till 
from ten they were reduced to four, and thofe on board would do juft what they lift ; 
fome would go to Italy, fome for France, and fome few for England. When they 
arrived at Kinfalein Ireland, Sir Walter, it is pretended, would have perfuaded them 
to go with him to France; but inftead of liftening to this propofal they carried him, 
againft his will, to Plymouth, where he was arrefted by Sir Lewis Stlikely hiskinfman, 
by the king’s order, and conveyed to the tower of London. 

All the world knows what followed afterwards, when, under colour pf his former 
judgment. Sir Walter was put to death on the 29th of O&ober 1618; an a&ion fo 
black and bafe, fo mean, fo unworthy of a government, and fo utterly inexcufable, that 
one really wants words to exprek the fouinefs of the a&ion; but \ith regard to the 
caufe of his death, or rather with rcfpect to the manner of it, I differ fomewhat in my 
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judgment from moft of thofe who have written about it; and therefore I fhall take the 
liberty of explaining myfelf aipon it, in as few words as I can. It is very certain that 
King James was very well fatisfied that the firfl judgment againft Sir Walter Raleigh, at 
Winchefter, was very ill founded ; and of this Raleigh himfclf was fo fenfible that he 
neglected obtaining a pardon before he left England, which he might have obtained for 
700 1 . When he came back it was refolved to facrifice him to the Spanilh match, to 
the fears of King James, and the jealoufies of his minifters; and in order to this, with* 
out doubt, it was intended a new profccution fhould commence; and in that cafe there 
is the greateft reafon in the world to believe no jury would have found lam guilty; but 
Sir Walter Raleigh, from an eagernefs to defend himfelf, wrote an apology, in which 
he moft clearly proved that Guiana belonged to the crown of England; that his going 
thither was no breach of treaty ; that the Spaniards in America always behaved towards 
the Englilh as enemies, and confequently ought not to be confidered as allies; that his 
whole defign was betrayed to them from the beginning, which occafioned their fending 
forces into thofe parts, and all the blood-fhed that afterwards happened; that even in 
refpetl to this the Spaniards were aggreiTors; and that, throughout the whole expe¬ 
dition, he had done nothing but what he was warranted to do by his commiflion. This 
it was that drove the miniftry from their firft purpofe, and forced them upon that mea- 
fure, which they afterwards took, of calling him down to his fonher judgment, con¬ 
trary to law, reafon, juftice, and the king’s own fenfe of the thing, as he afterward* 
teftified under his hand. 

But, however, though by this barbarous meafure our great difeoverer loft his head, 
yet the title of the crown of England to his difeovery remained abfolutely unimpeached, 
as appears clearly by King James’s granting a new commiflion to Captain Roger North 
for fettling in Guiana a year after Raleigh’s death; which, however, he afterwards 
recalled by a proclamation, and fent the Lord North, who was at the expence of that 
expedition, to the fleet, for making too much difpatch in it. Such a fluctuation of 
councils there mult always be, where a foreign intereft is regarded, as the cafe was 
then, when the politics of Britain were dictated by Spain. Yet even this did not put 
an end, to all thoughts of maintaining the rights of the crown of England to this valu¬ 
able country, where the people (till remembered and enquired after Sir Walter when he 
had been many years in his grave. 

The accounts we have, however, of thefe expeditions, are fo imperfedt, that we 
can fay very little with certainty till after the Reftoration; when the Lord Willoughby, 
who was governor of Barbadoes, obtained a grant from King Charles II. of this coun¬ 
try, and adhially made a confiderable fettlement on the river of Surinam, where they 
might have continued much longer than they did if it had not been for their own indif- 
cretion : for when the firft Dutch war broke out, in which the French took part with 
the Republic againft us, both thefe nations would have contented to a neutrality in thofe 
parts; but our people were bent upon a war which turned to their ruin: for the coaft 
of Guiana, from Cape Orange to near the river Oronoco, was, about the year 1666, 
pofleffed by thfee.European nations: the Dutch were about the river Aproague; the 
French had the ifland of Cayenne, and the rivers of Ovia, Corrou, and Sinamary; 
this laft is about twenty-five leagues north-weft frqm Cayenne, and fifty-three eaft from 
Surinam; aifd the Englifh had a l'mall colony and redoubt on the river Maronny; their 
chief fettlement being then at Surinam river, which is fo good and deep that fhips of 
three hundred tons run twenty leagues up it. The Zealanders were pofleffed of the 
river Berbiche, and had repulfed the Englilh, who attacked them there, with cori- 
fiderable lofs. 
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The fame year, 1666, the States of Zealand being provoked at the Englifh having 
invaded and taken from them all the lands they had been pofleffed of in America except 
the river Berbiche, fent thither Commodore Greiflen, witfi four men of war and three 
hundred men to attack Surinam. He failed from Zealand at the latter end of January ; 
arrived at Cayenne in March; went thence for Surinam ; failed up the river under 
Englifh colours, and came to the fort of Paramorbo, three leagues up the river, 4 with¬ 
out being taken for an enemy ; but being difcovered there for want of fignals, the fort 
began to fire on his (hips, which he anfwered with broadfides from all the vefiels, and 
immediately landed his forces. The Englifh, who had lived long in profound fecurity, 
found themfelves too weak, and the fort in no pollute of defence on the land-fide, and 
their habitations being difperfed along the river for thirty leagues up, the fort could not 
be fuccoured but by water, where the Zealanders were matters: upon which confider- 
ation they furrendered it, capitulating for the inhabitants of the^river of Surinam and thofe 
of Kamomioque; flipulating that all thofe who fhould take the oath of fidelity to the States 
of Zealand fhould enjoy their eflates peaceably; the habitations of luch as abfented 
themfelves, and thofe belonging to the Lord Willoughby, fhould be forfeited to the 
faid States; all foreigners who had no eflates there fhould remain prifoners of war; 
and all the Englifh to be obliged to deliver up their arms. When the capitulation was 
executed, Creiflen put aboard a fly-boat he had taken in the river, the mod valuable 
part of the booty he found in the places that were confifcated, and the prifoners aboard 
a man of war; and after caufing the fort to be repaired and put into a pofture of defence, 
and leaving it in the hands of Sieur de Rome with one hundred and fifty men, he failed 
for the iflands. 

Afterwards, when the peace was made at Breda, it was agreed that the Dutch fhould 
keep Surinam, and that in return we fhould keep New York, which was then called 
the New Netherlands. Thus we have traced this point fairly, from beginning to 
ending; from the firft fettlcment, nay from the very firfl thoughts of a fettlement, to 
the giving up of all the fettlements we then had, and which might be fly led the legacy 
of Raleigh to this nation, into the hands of the Dutch. It may not be amifs, however, 
before I quit the fubjedl, to obferve that the Dutch have fucceeded very happily in a 
plantation that was not very beneficial to us; and that if ever we fhould be inclined to 
try our fortunes again upon this coaft, for without queflion our ceffion of Surinam does 
not preclude us from vifiting the reft of Gu'ana ; if this, I fa*y, fhould ever be attempted, 
it muft be either by the South Sea Company or under their licence, fince all this great 
country, as well as many other valuable places, lie within their charter, which covers 
them from all the reft of this nation, and leaves them open only to all the world 
befides. 

15. We are now to pafs to the mother-colony of that which we mentioned laft, the 
famous ifland of Barbadoes, which may be juflly efteemed the faireft, beft peopled, 
and beft cultivated fpot of ground, not in America only, but in the whole known 
world: when or by whom it was firft difcovered is a point not eafily fettled, and, in 
my judgment cannot be determined at all farther than by conjefture. The Portuguefe 
were certainly the firft difeoverers of Brazil, and it is not very probable that they fhould 
make many voyages thither, or at leaf! fhould eftablifh a regular commerce with that 
country* without falling in with this ifland, which lies fo much in the way.. It is the 
more probable that they were the firft difeoverers, from the name by which this country 
has been always known; Barbadoes having apparently a Portuguefe termination, but 
what it fignifies is very doubtful. Some fay the ifland was fo called from its barbarous 
inhabitants; to prove which they fhould have fhewn us that it was inhabited at all, 
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which in thofe times undoubtedly it was not; but, however, it is not impoflible that 
the thing might be fo, fince the Caribbees certainly vifited that ifland from St. Vincent, 
which is within fight, and the Portuguefe might poilibly land when they were upon it, 
and fright them off this ifland, whence they might from thefe people give it the name 
of Barbadoes, which it has ftill retained, and is fo called, without any variation, at 
leaft that I know of, in all the languages of Europe. 

The firfl Englifhmen that landed here, it is faid, were fome of Sir William Curteen’s 
featneu, that were cruizing in thefe feas in the latter end of the reign of King James I. 
who reporting, at their return to England, that the foil was fruitful, fome adventurers 
went thither with intent to plant it; but finding the ifland covered with wood, and 
fcarce any other animals upon it than hogs, it did not anfwer their expectations a great 
while. The property of this ifland was afterwards granted by King Charles I. to James 
Earl of Carlille, in the firfl year of his reign; of whom feveral adventurers purchafing 
fliares, tranfported themfelv'es thither, and firfl fell to planting tobacco; which not 
thriving here as they expected, they proceeded to try cotton and indigo, which yielded 
them aconfiderable profit; but they made little fugar till 1647, when ColonelModi- 
ford. Colonel Drax, Colonel Walrond, and feveral other cavaliers, finding there was 
no living with any fatisfaftion in England under the Ufurper, converted their eftates into 
money, and tranfported themfelves to Barbadoes with fuch machines and implements 
as were proper to carry on fugar-works there. Colonel Drax, it is faid, in a few years 
acquired an eflate of feven or eight thoufand pounds per annum, and married the Earl 
of Carlifle's daughter, then proprietor of the ifland; and the adventurers fixing their 
principal fettlcment on the great bay in the fouth-weft part of the ifland, gave it the 
name of Carlifle bay, in honour of their proprietor, which it ftill retains. 

The ifland was afterwards divided into four circuits and eleven parifhes, each parifh 
being allowed to fend two reprefentatives to the General Affeinbly, and every parifh 
had its church and an incumbent, with a handfome maintenance afligned him. In the 
year 1650 the white inhabitants of the ifland are faid to have increafed to between thirty 
and forty thoufand, befides negroes, who were much more numerous, and frequently 
plotted the deftruftion of their mafters; but their plots were conftantly difeovered, and 
the moft terrible j 5 unifhments inflicted on the ring-leaders; which did but increafe the 
difaffeftion of the reft, and laid the foundation of frefh confpiracies. But notwith- 
ftanding the repeated plots of* their flaves, never any plantation of fo fmall an extent, 
arrived to'hat riches and grandeur as Barbadoes did, in the fpace of twenty or thirty 
years. The Rump apprehended this ifland of fuch confequence during their ufurpation 
that they fent a ftrong fquadron of men of war thither, anno 1651, under the com¬ 
mand of Sir George Afcue, who compelled the Lord Willoughby, (appointed governor 
by King Charles 11 .) to furrender the ifland upon condition the royalifts fhould remain 
in the poffeflion of their eftates and liberties, and Mr. Searl was appointed governor by 
them. 

The Dutch war fucceeding foon after, the colony was prohibited trading with the 
Hollanders, with whom they had principally trafficked hitherto; for the Dutch it feems 
conftantly furnifhed the ifland with negroes till this time, and taught the Barbadians to 
plant,* and manage th’eir fugars to the belt advantage, taking moft of it off of their 
hands, with which they fupplied themfelves and the reft of Europe; but after the 
Ufurpers’s quarrel with the Dutch, the Barbadians were compelled, by an ordinance 
of parliament, to bring all their fugars direftly to England, which was imitated by the 
Miniftry after the reftoration of King Charles II. and was the foundation of the aft of 
navigation, which requires, all the Britiih colonies to bring their fuears and tobaco^p 
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direftly to England, and forbids their trading with foreigners in thefe, and fome other, 
lUled enumerated articles. 

16. In the year 1661 King Charles II. purchafed the property of this iiland of the 
Lord Kinowl, heir to the Earl of Carlifle, and appointed the Lord Willoughby of Par¬ 
ham governor; ever fince which, Barbadoes has been a regular government; and the 
Colony granted a duty of four and a half per cent, for the fupport of the civil govern¬ 
ment of that ifland, and maintaining the forces and fortifications thereof; which duty 
(according to my information) amounts to ten thoufand pounds a year; but inftead of 
being applied to the purpofes for which it was given, it is difpofed of in penfions to 
courtiers, to the irreparable damage of that colony; no other ifland having laid fo high 
a duty on their fugars. In the year 1664 De Ruyter, the Dutch admiral, with a great 
fleet of men of war, treacheroufly attempted to furprife the ifland of Barbadoes, though 
England was then in full peace with Holland ; but he was bravely beat off by the Bar¬ 
badians, and obliged to abandon that enterprize. 

In the year 1674 Sir Jonathan Atkins, being made governor, had orders to feize all 
the fhips trading in Africa for negroes, that trade being granted to the Royal African 
Company about that time, exclufive of all others. And fevcral fhips belonging to the 
merchants of Barbadoes, bringing over negroes afterward, were condemned and for¬ 
feited, being denominated interlopers; which that colony complained of as a great 
grievance, the African Company fetting what price they pleafed upon their negroes; 
but this was not redrefl'ed till after the revolution, when that trade was laid open to all 
the fubjedts of England, paying ten per cent, towards the charge of their forts. The 
Barbadians alfo fuffered great Ioffes by a terrible hurricane which happened there on the 
10th of Auguft 1674, when three hundred houfes were blown down, two hundred 
perfons killed, moft of their fugar-works and plantations fpoiled ; and all their wind¬ 
mills for grinding of canes were blown down, except thofe that were built of flone; 
eight fhips alfo fuffered fhipwreck in the harbour ; infomuch that the Barbadians were 
difabled from making much fugar the two fucceeding years. Another calamity, with 
which the Barbadians were afflicted, was an epidemical diffemper that feveral years 
raged in the ifland, differing very little from the plague. This beg^n about the year 
1691, and occalioned a great decreafe amongft the white inhabitants, which they have 
not recovered from that day to this. It feems the Miniftry of England, fending a fqua- 
dron of men of war to Barbadoes, with 1. body of land forces on board, to prote£t the 
trade of the Caribbee iflands, which had fuffered very much by the depredations of the 
French privateers; the Barbadians, on their arrival, concerted an enterprize with the 
commanders againft the French iflands pf Guadaloupe, Martinico, St. Chriftopher’s, 
&c. and joining the king’s forces with fome of their own, formed a body of four or five 
thoufand men, with which they made a defeent on Guadaloupe and St. Chriflopher’s, 
and ruined many French fettlements, but did not make a conqueft of them, as was 
expefted; and what was Hill more unfortunate, the diffemper above-mentioned broke 
out in the army, which the foldiers brought back to Barbadoes, and almoft depopulated 
that ifland of white men. The king’s fhips alfo loft fo many of th<jir*men that there 
were not hands enough to carry them home. 

If we fhould purfue this hiftory lower, it would not contribute very much tS the' 
infpnifetion, entertainment, or fatisfa&ion of the reader, becaufe it would involve us 
in long and perplexed relations of the difputes between the inhabitants of this cdlony 
and their governors, appeals from both parties to the government at home, and other 
fuch-like tedious and difagreeable fubje&s. We will therefore content ourfelves with 
gfcferving, that till fome very different method is taken from that which has been hitherto 
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in ufe for appointing governors in this and other colonies, fo that men are now fent 
over with a view to repair their own fortunes, inftead of enquiring into, and redreffmg, 
thofe grievances that affect fhe properties of thg perfonp they are fent to govern* we 
can never hope to fee the plantations flourifh, or this country reap thofe advantages 
from them which otherwife fhe might. What is the nature of thofe advantages, and 
what their degree in reipeCl to this noble ifland, juftly efteemed the moft valuable 
plantation for its fize, that ever this nation poffefl’ed, fhall be our next bufinefs to 
explain, by entering into a particular dcfcription of this ifland and its product. 

17. The Ifland ofBarbadoes is fituated in the Atlantic Ocean, in 13 degrees north 
latitude, and 59 degrees of weftern longitude, being of a triangular form; about, 
twenty-live miles in length from fouth to north, and fifteen in breadth from call to 
weft, where broadeft; it is a plain level country for the moft part, with fome fmali 
hills of an eafy afcent, and fcarce any wood upon it at prefent; it was covered with 
woods, indeed, when the E’nglifli firft fent colonies there, but they are all cut down to 
make room for plantations of fugar canes which take up almoft the whole ifland at 
prefent, nothing elfe being cultivated in any great quantities. Their very corn, flefh, 
and fifh, being imported for the moft part from the northern colonies: there is fcarce 
an harbour in the ifland, the belt is that of Bridge Town in Carlifle-bay, on the fouth- 
weft part of the ifland, and this lies open to the weftward ; however it is fecure from 
the north eaft, which is the conftant trade wind here, and blows from morning to 
evening, except their tornades and hurricanes, which happen ufually about Midfummer, 
and in July and Auguft, and blow from every quarter. The fliips in the bay, at fuch 
times, are in the utmoft danger of being wrecked on fhore, if they cannot get out to 
fea, and therefore l’eldom attempt to ride out thofe ftorms. 

The coaft is defended on the eaft by rocks and fhoals, from the invafion of an 
enemy j and on the weft, where it is moft expofed to a defeent, breaft-works and re¬ 
doubts are erected for its fecurity, but the repair of them is too much negleCted. There 
is fcarce a ftream in the ifland that deferves the name of a river ; however, we find two 
on the eaft-fide, to which they have given the names of Scotland river, and Jofeph’s 
river; they have good water in their wells almoft all over the ifland, and do not dig 
very deep for it’; they have alfo large ponds and refervoirs, where they preferve 
rainwater. They have generally fine ferene weather ; their rains fall a c in other parts 
of the torrid zoffe, chiefly when the fun is vertical; and after the rains are the proper 
feafons for planting ; their heats are not fo exceffive as in the fame latitude on the 
continent, being conftantly refrefhed by the fea breezes in the day-time, which in- 
creafes as the fun advances, and abates as the fun declines. And they have this 
further fatisfaCtion, that their days feldom exceed twelve hours; but there being no 
mountains on the ifland, there are no land-winds in the night as in Jamaica. 

The only town of any confequence in the ifland, is that of Bridge Town or 
St. Michael’s, fituate in Carlifle-bay : it was formerly encompaffed with a morafs which 
rendered it unhealthy, but this has been drained in a great meafure; however, the low 
fituation makes ihe town flill fubjeCt to inundations: it is faid to contain a thoufand or 
twelve hundred houfes tolerably well built of brick or ftone. They have commodious 
wharfs and keys for loading and unloading of goods, and three forts or caftles of 
defence, whigh, if kept in repair, would render them no eafy conqueft. The chief 
produce and manufacture of the ifland, as has been intimated already, is fugar ; of the 
molaftes or drofs whereof they make great quantities of rum. They have alfo fome 
cotton, indigo, ginger, and pimento, and formerly tobacco was planted here in good 
quantities, but very little .at •prefent; foreft trees they have fcarce any left: their firaiw 
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are oranges, limes, citrons, pomegranates, pine-apples, guavas, plaintains, cocoa-nuts, 
indian-figs, prickle-pears, melons, and almoft all manner of roots and garden fluff, but 
very few flowers. 

Their horfes they import from New England, &c. and have a flight breed of their 
own: they have alfo fome affes, cows, and fheep, but the taft do not thrive here. They 
have a good number of hogs, the flefh whereof is the beft meat that is eaten in thofe 
hot climates.; Here are alfo good fea fifh and poultry, but no frefh-water fifh; 
and, in general, all manner of provifion is very dear. There is no dining at an 
ordinary under a crown a-head ; frefh meat is a rarity, and chiefly the food of 
people of condition; the reft are glad of falt-beef, pork, and fifh, imported from the 
northern colonies; from whence alfo comes their wheat, flower, indian-corn, peafe, 
beans, &c. They make bread alfo of the caffavi root, and the negroes feed on yams, 
potatoes, and other roots and fruits. The liquor drank by the gentry here, is chiefly 
Madeira wine, or wine and water, and great quantities of punch are drank by the vulgar. 
They have alfo ftrong beer imported from Old and New England, and liquors made of 
their maize and fruits as in Jamaica. The government here alfo rcfembles that of 
Jamaica, and the reft of our American ifiands, having the governor and council 
appointed bv the crown, which, with the houfe of reprefentatives, are veiled with a 
legiflative power, and make laws for the government of the ifland. 

The number of white people are faid to have been once forty thoufand and 
upwards, and are computed to be near thirty thoufand at prefent. The negroes, 
mulattoes, and meftive flaves, about an hundred thoufand. Their militia confifts of 
fifteen hundred horfe, and three thoufand foot, or thereabouts. 

After this general reprefentation of the prefent ftate of the ifland, it is requifite that 
we Ihould proceed to a more clofe enquiry into the ftaple commodity of this ifland. 
We are to obferve, that before the year 1626, the Portugueze fupplied all Europe with 
fugar from theiT colonies in Brazil, to their immenfe profit; but the firft fettlers 
finding the foil to be fertile, and the producing of fugar advantageous, they encouraged 
more people to come over and plant the fame commodity. This inducing the 
merchants at home to fend over Chips'with provifions and other neceflaries for thofe 
new planters, which their agents and factors exchanged with them for the produce of 
the country, and from thence a reciprocal trade and*correfpondenc<j 5 was ellablilhed 
between Great Britain and this ifland. ' 

The growing fuccefs of this new fugar colony promoted the fettlement of the others; 
and as the fugar plantations encreafed, more hands were required to carry on the works, 
than could, at that time, be fpared'from home. This gave birth to the Guinea trade, 
for fupplying thofe colonies with negro flaves; and as the planters flourilhed and en¬ 
creafed, lo did their demands for all forts of Britilh manufactures, and fuch neceflaries 
of life as they could not produce in thofe climates, which opened another feene of trade 
to the Britilh merchants, to furnilh thefe new colonies with wine from Madeira.' Thefe 
branches of trade were of the utmoft advantage to Great Britain, forafmuch as they 
took no money out of the kingdom, but yearly brought in large foms for Britim 
manufactures carried out. The trade to this ifland was commonly open and free; for 
we find, that before the civil war in England, the Dutch (hips came hither to purChale 
fugara|,as well as the Englilh. This freedom in trade made the country flourilh, and 
made money plenty among the inhabitants. But fince the reftoration, feveral ads 
of parliament have been made to^pnfine the trade of the fugar colonies to Great 
Britain, and Britilh Ihips oilly; which reftraints foon made London the chiefeft mart in 
Europe for fug§r $ and as there was yearly more imported than was nqceffarv for 
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home confumption, the merchants exported the furplus to foreign markets, and by 
underfelling th% Portuguese, they in time beat them almoft out of all their fugar 
trade to the northward of Cape l'iniftcrre. * * 

Thi£ trade of re-exporting fugars was carried on for many years with great fucccfs. 

, Mr. Jofliua Gee fays that by this trade only fuch an ihcreafe or treafure and wealth was 
‘brought into this kingdom, as yearly added three or four hundred thoufand pounSs 
to the flock of the nation, which in thirty years time amounted to upwards of ten 
millions fterling. And a )ate author computes the clear profits, accruing to'Great 
Britain from the fugar trade, and thofe other branches which chiefly depend upon thofe 
iflands, to amount to more than one million a year. He tells us farther, that it appears 
by the cuftom-houfe in London, that the value of the exports from Great Britaip to the 
fugar colonies were a few years ago upwards of five hundred thoufand pounds fterling 
every year; and their importations from thofe iflands more than twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds per annum. In thefe computations the author has taken no notice 
of the vaft quantities of Britifh manufactures yearly exported to Guinea and Madeira ; 
but if they were to be added to the exportations of the fugar colonies, where the greateft 
part of their produce is taken off with an advantage to the Britifh merchant, it 
would greatly augment the fum, and confequently enlarge the profits whi£h otg 
mother country receives from the fugar colonies, and the fevered branches of trade 
depending on them. I fliall not take upon me to determine whether this gentleman’s 
calculations are exa& or not; but it is evident beyond difpute, that while the fugar 
trade flourifhed, both planters and merchants grew immenfely rich, and the trade and 
navigation of Great Britain was carried on to a. much greater height than it ever was 
before. And this great fource of wealth and treafure to their mother country, arofe 
from fo final 1 a beginning as a few families feeking flielter in a dgfolate ifland. 

This fhews what may be done by induftry and trade rightly applied. Now if the 
trade and navigation of Great Britain have received fuch an addition from the fugar 
colonies, as added greatly to the riches and ftrength of the kingdom ; and if Barbadoes 
has the honour to Hand foremofl in the fi:gar trade fas the firft founder of it) how- 
well has file deferved of her mother country. When the fugar trade was at the height 
which we deferibed above, the flourifhing ftate of Great Britain alarmed her neighbours, 
and put them upon ways to circumvent her in trade, as the only means to put a flop 
to the growing ftrength of the kingdom, which they feared might become too formidable, 
from the great increafc of feamen and ihipping employed in the Weft India and Guinea 
trades, both flourifhing at the fame time. Upon a parliamentary enquiry into the ftate 
of trade to Africa, in the year 1728, it appeared to the Houle, that in three years 
time only, the number of negroes imported at Barbadoes, Jamaica, and Antigua, 
amounted to forty-two thoufand, befides what were carried to St. Chriftopher’s, Nevis, 
and Montferrat. * 

But we are now to enquire into the caufes of the general declenfion of this trade. 
And here I beg leave further to obferve, that the French fpared no coft or labour to 
rival Great Britain, they well knowing, if that funk, her Guinea and Madeira trade 
muft fall with itfor which purpofe they embraced every opportunity to enlarge and 
lmp*ove their fugar plantations ; and, if I am not mifinformed, where the planter was 
not able to cpmplete his works himfelf, proper utenfils were fent over from Frifnce at 
the i«public charge, and the crown trufte#them for feveral years without intereft ; what 
fuch an affiftance will Enable men to do, we may gather from the flourifhing flat# of 
the linen manufacture in Ireland, fince the public allowed them a fond to fupport it; 
Having by thefe means eftablifhed their fugar colonies, the next thing they had in view 
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was to,beat the Britifh merchants out of the foreign markets for fugar; and therefore 
deftroy their trade for exportation; and this they have effeded, by giving liberty for 
their fhipsto carry their fugars diredly to the foreign markets, while ours were obliged 
to import all into Great Britain, which enables them to fell fo much cheaper than our 
merchants can carry it from London, as has almoft put an entire flop to that valuable 
branch of trade to their mother country; and the utter ruin of the Britifh fugar 
colonies muff neceflarily follow, unlefs they are relieved fome way or other. 

The very firft. declenfion of their exportation trade was attended with ill ron- 
fequences to thg fugar colonies. It lowered the price of fugar fo much at home, as 
difcouraged the merchants from fending to purchafe fugars here. This obliged the 
fugar planters to turn merchant adventurers in a declining trade, and to fhip their 
fugars upon their own account and rifque ; this put a hop to the currency of cafh, 
which was before brought over yearly to purchafe fugars, and laid the whole burden 
of freight, duty, and commiflion, upon the plantation, that w ere formerly paid by the 
Britifh merchants. And fuppofe but fifteen thoufand hogfheads of fugar to be fhipped 
in a year from this ifland, on gentlemens own accounts, thefe three articles will amount 
to upwards of fixty thoufand pounds fterling. Another great evil that has likewife 
folloWfed from the fame caufe is, combinations among the buyers, by which the price of 
fugars is funk fo low as greatly to prejudice the planters, and yet turning to the 
benefit only of a few private perfons, who are the firft buyers, and not at all to that of 
the confumers in general, by which that ifland is hurt, and this receives no benefit, or 
very little. 

Thefe are the particulars which we have collected from books ; but we will now add 
fome few remarks, from the informations we have received, which will ferve to give 
light to the prefen t ftate and importance of this ifland; and thefe will come chiefly 
under the three following heads. In the firft place, we fhall fhew that this colony 
throve the fafteft, became the beft peopled, and by far the moft wealthy in America. 
We fhall next fhew the advantages formerly derived from thence to the Britifh nation, 
clearly, and in a .very few words. And laftly, we fhall take notice of the prefent con¬ 
dition of this ifland, and of the infinite conlequence thereof to this government of 
Great Britain. In the firft place then, it is to be confidered that the ifland of Barbadoes 
is generally efteemed to be a very little bigger than the lfle of Wight, and to contain, 
according to a round computation, one hundred thoufand acres. It has been fhewn, 
that about the year 1626 this country was not only unfettled, but actually uninhabit¬ 
able, as affording nothing for the fupport of life, and over-run with a brulhy kind Of 
fhrub wood, which gave a great deal of trouble to the firft planters; yet in the fpace 
of fifty years, this plantation came to its greateft height, and by a calculation that was 
made with much exadnefs, there were in it fifty thoufand white people of all forts, 
of whom twenty thoufand were able to bear arms, and eighty thoufand negroes: nay, 
we are told that in twenty years after the colony was fettled they, muftered eleven 
thoufand horfe and foot; which would be altogether incredible if we had not fuch 
proofs of thefe fads as put them beyond all doubt or queftion. » ' 

This fufficiently proves, that never any colony of ours, or any other nation, was fo popu¬ 
lous as this ifland. But to make this ftill clearer to an Englifh reader* we fhall ohferve 
that Barbadoes is rather lefs than the county of Rutland, the finally!!: county in 
England^ and that, according to the higheft ■ computation, the number of people in 
tba4 county in 1676, did not exceed twenty thoufand: but this may be made ftill 
clearer, by comparing, that "whole ifland with this, in point of extent; for if England 
and. Wales, takea together, confift of near forty millions of acres, then if they were as 
• 8* populous 
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populous as Barbadoes they ought to contain fifty millions of people; ■whereas Sir 
William Petty, who was a v,ery able man in computations, and is thought not to have 
undervalued this country, but rather the contrary ; never reckoned the people higher than 
eight millions; which fhews what a vail difproportion there is between the peopling 
of the two countries. 

But to’ proceed farther (till; the fame great man aflerts, that in Holland and 
Zealand, which are looked upon to be the bell peopled countries in Europe, there are a 
million of fouls inhabiting about as many acres; and confequently it appears from 
hence, that even this country was not fo well peopled as Barbadoes. In point of wealth, 
the comparifon holds full asltrong ; for in the year 1661 king Charles II. created on 
the fame day thirteen baronets in Barbadoes, none of them having lefs than one 
thoufand, and feme of them ten thoufand pounds a year. At this time their trade 
actually maintained four hundred fail of (hips ; and it was computed, that the running 
cafli of the illand might be about two hundred thoufand pounds; and their atmual 
exportation fo Great Britain, in fugar, indigo, ginger, and other commodities, at leall 
three hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. Thefe are facts that may be depended upon, 
that deferve in every refpect the greatell confideration, and that plainly demonftrate at 
once the great value of this illand, and the prodigious confequence of our plantations in 

• 

gradual increafe of the colony upon this illand, it has, fince we firll pofTefied 
it, contributed beyond conception and belief to the riches of its mother country; and, 
as I know not any fubjecl that either can or ought to give an Englilh reader more 
pleafure than the confideration of what has been obtained by the bleffing of God, upon 
the virtue and indullry of his countrymen; fo, I think, an endeavour to {hew what has 
accrued in the whole to Britain, by ellablilhing a colony here, wiil be allowed to b4 
equally milrutlive and pleafant, ufeful and entertaining. 

What has been faid before, gives us a fufficient general notion of the importance 
and value of the illand ; what we now aim at is, to come at a more particular account 
of what it has yielded in the whole. When this colony was in its moll flourilhing 
condition, which we fix to the year 1676, there were four hundred (hips of one 
hundred and fifty tons, one with another, employed annually in this trade; and I 
believe it will be thought a very moderate computation, if we reckon that the feamen, 
fhip-builders, and other trades that live by thel'e veflels, amounted in the whole to ten 
thoufand fouls. The fugars that came from Barbadoes, were either fpent at home or 
ffent abroad ; and I reckon, that in the manufacturing the fugars, and vending them at. 
home and abroad, there might be twenty thoufand people more employed. To thefe 
we imift add, fuch as got their bread by the goods and manufactures yearly exported 
from hence to Barbadoes; for almoll all that the people eat, drink, and wear there, 
are, the product of England; fo that the computation cannot be thought to rife too 
high, if we allow, that in this way twenty thoufand more got their bread ; which will 
make about fifty thoufand in the whole: all fupported here by the labour and indullry 
of the whites «and negroes in that country. We are next to compute the money 
brought into this nation by the export of the commodities imported from thence, which 
was* that year allowed to be abpve two hundred thoufand pounds, and it was alio 
agreed, that .as much or more had been gained every year, between that time chid the 
reiteration. ■ * 

I fhatl fay nothing of the money arifing to the exchequer from the duties, though 
this might be computed at thirty-five thoufand pounds par annum; but- upon there 
principles fhall proceed in my computation thus ; I will fuppofe, that from the yeir 
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1636‘to 1656, which is twenty years, this colony produced but halffo much, and 
though it may be true, that before the year 1640 it did not; produce a quarter fo much, 

. yet, in the remaining part of that period, it certainly brought in a great deal more ; 
and therefore we cannot be far from the truth, in computing that this nation acquired 
two millions in money, by Barbadoes, in that twenty years. In the next twenty, that 
is, from 1656 to 1676, when it is allowed this ifland was in its mod flourilhing* con¬ 
dition, there mult have been gained four millions of'money; an4 allowing for the 
•gradual falling off of this trade, by a multitude of unlucky accidents, but more par¬ 
ticularly by th(j fettling the French fugar iflands, we lhall compute the laft feventy 
yearjs, from 1676 to 1736, at the fame rate we did the firft twenty years, and the gain 
will then amount to fix millions ; fo that in the fpace of one hundred years, the inha¬ 
bitants of Great Britain have received twelve millions in filver, by the means of this 
plantation ; and had fifty thoufand of her inhabitants maintained by the people in that 
colony all the time. It is highly poffible, that in fomc of thefe articles we may-be 
'wrong 'one way, and it is more than probable, that in other articles we may err the 
other way; which is fo far from making againit the credit of our computation in 
general, that it really makes for it, fince we may very well fuppofe thefe errors balance 
each other, and that the fum total is very near right. 

We are now come to the laft head, which is, afligning the comparative excellence of 
this colony with regard to our own and other plantations in America; and this, at firft 
fight, may appear a thing very difficult, if not impoffible to be done; however we may 
come fufficiently near it for our purpofe. It is thought that Barbadoes contains one 
hundred and forty fquare miles, and if fo it is in proportion, as 1 to 34,771 in refpect to 
the Spanilh plantations; as 1 to 12,000 in regard to our own; as 1 to 11,000 in 
reference to the French ; as 1 to 7,000 as to the Portuguese ; and as 1 to 4 as to the 
Dutch. This I fay, as to the extent of territory, is as juft a comparifon as can be 
made; but with regard to the value of thefe colonies, it is very ealy to perceive that 
there is hardly any computation to be made at all, for we may truly affirm that the 
produce of Barbadoes is very near equal to a twentieth part of what Spain receives from 
her Indies annually, in time of peace, and from thence we may eafily judge of the reft. 

I have infilled the longer upon this topic, becaufe it may enable us to form fome 
notion of what might be made of our plantations, if we attended to them as much as 
they deferve ; for though it may be, and p rhaps is, impoffible to improve any of them 
in proportion to what has been done in Barbadoes, yet we may well enough difeern, 
from hence, that they might be made inconteltably more profitable to us than they noto 
are, or indeed, than the whole trade that we now poffefs; and if, at the fame time we 
refleft on this, we likewife confider that there is nothing fo abfolutely in our power, as 
the improvement of our colonies ; it will moft certainly appear to be the point, which, 
of all others imports us moft; and if I have done any thing towards proving tins, 
1 fliall account all my labour well bellowed. 

18.. We are next to fpeak of the ifland of St. Chriftopher, which was called 
I.iamuega by the favages, and was difeovered by Chriftopher Columfeusj in the firft 
voyage ne made to America. He gave it the name of St. Chriftopher from the figure 
of its mountains, there being in the upper part of the ifland a very high mountain, 
whichrtjears on its fummit another lefs mountain, as St. Chriftopher is painted like a 
giant, with our Saviour on his back. It is fituated in the latitude of 17 degrees 15 
miptee ,on this fide the^line, and is about 75 miles in circuit; the Caribbeans in¬ 
habited Sir Thomas Warner, an Englilh adventurer, went thither. Monfieur 

.Defnlwhpr, a French gentleman of the ancient houfe of Vauderop, who commanded 
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for the French in America, arrived at St. Chriflopher’s the fame day with Sir Thomas 
Warner, and both took poffeflion of the ifland in the names of their refpe&ive 
mailers, that they might have a place of fafe retreat, and a good haven for the receipt 
of fuch fhips of both nations, as mould be bound for America, it being well provided 
with harbours. The Spaniards ufed to put in there in their Weft India voyage, to take 
in frefh .water ; and they were on fo good terms with the Caribbeans, that fometimes 
they left thejr fick there, of whom the lavages took a great deal of care. 

The two gentlemen before mentioned, left fome of their men upon the place, and 
returned, Sir Thomas Warner to England, and Monfieur Defnambue to France, for 
recruits. Their mailers approved of their conduft, and fent them back* with fupplies 
of men and provifions, and commiflions to be governors of the new fettlements. This 
company continued in France till the year 1661, when they fold St. Chriftopher’s, and 
the other illands, to the knights of Malta; but in the year 1664, the Weft India 
company, by the king’s orders, bought out the lall proprietors. Sir Thomas Waiter, 
and Monfieur Defnambue, failed in the year 1626, and the latter arrived there about 
January 1627, having had a long lickly voyage. The French were about three 
hundred in number, the Englilh colony as many ; Sir Thomas had proceeded a good 
way in his fetdement before Monfieur Defnambue arrived; and the two governors, to 
prevent differences among the people about the limits of their terito^ics, figned articles 
of divifion on the 13th of May 1627 ; they then fet boundaries to their fevcral divifions, 
with this particular provifo, that lilhing and hunting lliould be equally free to the in¬ 
habitants of both nations ; that the falt-ponds, and moll valuable timber, Ihould be in 
common, together with the mines and havens ; alio a league offenlive and defeufive was 
concluded between, them, again ft all their enemies ; after which they fet to work, each 
in his ftation to advance his fettlement, and went on very harinonioully. 

The Englilh received fupplies of men and provifions from London, by which means 
they throve better than the French, and not only became ftrong enough to keep what 
they had, but to be able to fpare men for new plantations at Nevis; of which Sir 
Thomas Warner took pollellion, and left people upon it for a fettlement in the year 
1628. And in that which followed, Don Frederick de Toledo was fent with a fleet 
of twenty-four (hips and fifteen frigates, to dii'pofi'efs the Englilh and French of the 
ifland of St. Chriftopher’s. The Spaniards were alarmed at the progrefs of the Englilh 
in the Caribbee illands, and drought it concerned the iafety of their own plantations, 
to prevent thofe nations from fettling in the neighbourhood. Don Frederick meeting 
fofne Englilh fhips lying near the lile of Nevis, feized them, and then came and 
anchored in the road of Marigot, under the canfion of the BafTe Terre, where 
Monfieur Rofley commanded. Neither the French nor the Englilh forts were in a 
condition to oppofe fuch an enemy; their llores of ammunition fell fliort, and their 
numbers were not a match for the Spanilh army, had they been ever fo well provided 
with powder and Ihot. Roffey, after a fmall oppolition, abandoned the Bafle Terre, 
and retreated to Cabes Terre, another fort, where Monfieur Defnambue was in perfon, 
who could nbt prevail with his men, either to defend themfelves there, or to retire 
to the forefts and fountains, where a few men might have refilled a thoufand. He 
remonftrated to them’that Don Frederick could not aH'ord much time, being bound to 
the Havannafy to bring home the flota. Yet this was to no purpofe, nothing would 
content them but embarking and leaving the place, which he was forced to comply 
with, and fo all the French deferted their fettlement, as did their allies the Englilh t 
who were in a great confirmation, and the diforder enc/eafed, upon the hews *01 
of Defnambue’s being gone .with his colony; fome endeavoured to elcape by*fea, others 1 

fled * 
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fled to the mountains, and all who were left fent deputies to' treat with the Spaniards* 
The Don knowing he had them in his power, commanded them to leave theHfflatod 
immediately, or he would put them to the fword ; he fent them their own /hips, which 
he had taken at Nevis, to embark in, and was perfuaded to give leave to thole to flay 
that had not room in the (hips for themfelves and their families, till they could be 
tranfported; upon which Don Frederick weighed anchor, carried with him fix hundred 
Englilh who were fitted for his fervice, and he was no fooner gone but the Englilh 
rallied, and refolved to go on with their fettlement. The French, who were got no 
farther than i^ntigua and Montferrat, fent a Ihip for intelligence to St. Chriftopher’s, 
and underftanding the Spaniards were gone, and the Englilh bufy in rebuilding and 
planting, rejoiced at this happy and unexpected turn of fortune, failed back to St. 
Chriftopher’s, and retook pofleflion of their former habitations. 

The Englilh continued carrying on their colony till they .were in a condition to fpare 
more men for fettlements, at Barbuda, Montferrat, and Antigua, which Sir Thomas 
Warner peopled and planted. And the fame year the Dutch made themfelves 
mailers of St. Euftace, and the French took pofleflion of fome other iflands. The 
Englilh built themfelves good houfes at St. Chriftopher’s, and had wives and families; 
whereas the French contented themfelves with huts, after the Caribbean manner; few 
■of them were married, and confequently took little pains to furnifh themfelves with all 
things neceflary and convenient for life. Monfieur Defnambue died about the year 
1637, and Sir Thomas Warner did not long furvive him. Before the Englilh 
governor’s death the colony was fo increafed, that there were between twelve and 
thirteen thoufand fouls of his own nation in the illand. He was fucceeded in his 
government by Colonel Rich, who, by following his predeceffor’s fteps in governing the 
colony, invited more people to come and fettle there. T he chief employment of the 
firft planters was cultivating tobacco, by which they got a competent livelihood ; but 
afterwards, the quantity that was made bringing down the price, they fet themfelves 
in feveral places to plant fugar, ginger, indigo, and cotton, and in a little time became a 
rich and flourilhing people, both French and Englilh living cordially together till the lait 
war broke out, when the Englilh drove the French entirely from their fettlements ; 
and the country being yielded to the Crown of Great Britain by the'peace of Utrecht, 
all the French territory was fold for the benefit of the public, which mull have produced 
a very large fum, fince out of it then were eighty thbufand pounds paid, for the 
marriage portion of her royal highnefs the Princefs of Orange. 

There were indeed fome who pretended, that notwithstanding the French part of 
the illand of St. Chriftopher’s wa*s by far the richeft, we were no gainers by obtaining 
it; but that on the contrary, the French received benefit thereby, becaufe it enabled 
them to people the reft of their iflands more efledually; but whoever confiders that 
the fugars of this illand are the very bell in all America; that the plantatihns were in 
perfect order $ and that the French ventured a war, to prevent our fettling St. Lucia 
and St. Vincent, will fcarce be brought to believe, that they parted with a country 
ready fettled, and more valuable than both thofe iflands, with their good will. The 
treaty of Utrecht was fo indifferent a treaty that, I think, there is ho fort of neceffity 
for making it appear worfe than it really was. The fame perfons who firft fettled 
St. Chrift'opher’s, likewife fettled Nevis or Mevis, about the year 1628 j and notwith- 
ftanding the misfortune of being difpoffefled by the Spaniards m the manner before- 
unentioiyed, in twenty years time there were at leaft four thoufand people upon the 
illand, r a*|J they continued increafing in the fame manner, by a fucceffion of prudent 
fer a confiderable fpace. After the reft oration, when trade and peace 
^ flouriihed, 
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flc^rjihed, thjsifle enjoyed its ihare of the benefit, and increafed in inhabitants and 
ricfh»v the only enemy they had to ftruggle with was the hurricane, which generally 
vilked them once a year. . 

On the 19th of Auguft 1667 there was a terrible one in this ifland; at which time 
Sir John Berry, captain of the Centurion man of war, was in the harbour with that and 
feveral other fhips, of which one was commanded by Captain Langford, who having 
learned fome of the prognoftics of a tornado from a Caribbean, perceiving them, he 
told Sir John and the reft of the commanders of it, who depending on his intelligence, 
made their (hips ready, and in the morning, about four o’clock, the wind coming very 
hard northerly, they put to fea, and caine all back within four or five da*ys time fafe to> 
the road again; Captain Langford was afhore, and being confident of the hurricane^ 
took fuch care in fecuring his fugars and goods in the ftore-houfe, that when the hur¬ 
ricane had carried away the roof of the houfe, all except one hoglhead of fugar 
remained fafe. *, 

When Sir William Stapleton was governor of thefe iflands he ufually made this the 
place of his refidence. Here courts were kept, and the governor living upon it, moft, 
of the affairs of this government were tranfacted here; for every one of thefe iflands- 
hath a particular lieutenant-governor, council, and aflembly; and the general govern¬ 
ment centers only in the authority of captain-general, Sir William Stapleton, who was 
governor in King James’s time, made Sir James Rufiel lieutenant-governor of this ifland, 
and he enjoyed the place till his commifiion was fuperfeded by that of captain-general, 
granted to Sir Nathaniel Johnfon, who alfo refided at Nevis; and at this time none of 
the Leeward Iflands flourilhed fo much as this; it fupplied the others with almoft all 
their wines and negroes, and was computed to have contained at that time near two 
thoufand fighting men, which will make the number of fouls, by common computation, 
to be above ten thoufand, befides negroes, of which number there were not lefs than 
twenty thoufand. A prodigious improvement of an ifland fcarce fix miles long, to 
maintain between thirty and forty thoufand men, women, and children i 

We are to proceed next to the ifland of Monrferrat, which name the Spaniards gave 
to this ifland, from the refemblance it has to a mountain in Catalonia, not far from 
Barcelona, famous? for a chapel dedicated to the Blefied Virgin, in the greateft reputa¬ 
tion with the Roman Catholics of any, except that of Loretto. The Englilh have not 
thought fit to give it another name ft nee they were mailers of it. It lies in 17 degrees, 
north latitude, is about three leagues in length, and almoft as much in breadth ; fo that 
it feems to be of a round figure. It was difeovered by the Europeans at the lame time 
with St. Chriftopher’s; but no fettlement was made Upon it till the year 1632, at which 
time Sir Thomas Warner, firft governor of St. Chriftopher’s, procured a fmall colony 
to fettle there, of the lubjeCts of England, for we cannot aflfure ourfelves they were 
Englilhmen, this ifland being generally looked upon as an Iriih colony. This ifland 
flourilhed at firft more than Antigua; but fince the Lord Willoughby’s time die latter 
has got and kept the ftart of it. There werefeven hundred men in Montferrat, fixteen 
years after it was,firft inhabited; the rolls of the militia at this time amount to three 
hundred and fixty. * We find but one battery for the defence of the coaft, and other old 
difmounted cannon at’feveral landing places. As to the climate, foil, animals, trade, 
and productions of this ifle, they are much the fame with thofe of the other Caribbee 
Iflands, only, this is fuller of mountains, which are covered with cedars and other trees, 
that make it a lovely profpeCl from the fea; the vallies are fruitful, and better ftored, 
with frelh water than thofe of Antigua. According to the btflEl account* that have been 
received from this Mland of late years, it is rather mcr eating, both in the number of 
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people and in the value of their fettlements, than not; as to the fotm#i. i 
there may be about four thoufand five hundred white p?rfons, and about 
fand negroes in this country; and as for the latter, I mean the value of 
* we (hall have occafion to fpeak of it hereafter. 

„The ifland of Barbuda lies in the latitude of 17 degrees 30 minutes north, is about 
fifteen miles long, and lies north-eaft from the ifland of which we were laft fpeaking. 
The land is low and fruitful, and the Englilh began to plant it as early as Nevis, Mont- 
ferrat, or any other of the Leeward iflands, St. Chriftopher’s excepted; for Sir Thomas 
Warner, who firft fettled there, placed a ftnall colony in this ifland, but the Caribbdans 
difturbed them fo much, that they were often forced to del'ert it and their plantations. 
There hardly parted a year but they made one or two incurfions, and that generally in 
the night, for they durft not attack them by day; the damage the Englilh luftained by 
them made them weary of dwelling in a place where they were fo much expofed to the 
fury of thofe barbarians, who diminilhing daily in number, and the Europeans increafing, 
the Englilh again poflefled themfelvcs ot Barbuda, and in a few years there were five 
.hundred inhabitants. There are now a thoufand or twelve hundred fouls upon it, and 
their number is daily increafing. The proprietor is the Honourable Chriftopher Co- 
drington,Efq.; and he puts in a governor here, having the fame prerogative as the other 
lords proprietors in their feveral jurifdiftions in America. This ifland has bred great 
itore of cattle, and the inhabitants employ themfelves moltly in that fort of hulbandry; 
corn and provifions coming almoft always to a good market in the fugar iflands. There 
is plenty of all forts of tame cattle, as in Europe; and the Englilh live here much after 
the lame manner as they do in the countries in England; only their labour in the field 
is not fo hard as here, the country being fo much hotter. 

The next plantation to this, if it may be properly fo called, is Anguilla, or Snake 
Ifland, fo called from its figure, being a long trad of earth, but narrow, winding 
almoft about; near St. Martin’s, from whence it may eafily be feen; it lies in 18 de¬ 
grees 1 2 minutes. The country is level and woody, the foil fruitful, and the tobacco 
that grew there formerly was reckoned very good in its kind. There is not a mountain 
in it; where it is broadeft there is a pond, about which the Englilh fettled in the year 
1650. Their bufinds, like the inhabitants of Barbuda, was to plant corn and breed 
tame cattle, for which purpofe they brought ftock with them. They were poor, and 
continue fo to this day, being, perhaps, ‘he lazieft creatufes in the world. Some people 
have gone from Barbadoes, and other Englilh Caribbee iflands, thither, and there they 
live like the firft race of men, without government or religion, having no minifter or 
magiftrate. They are faid to make up, altogether, about one hundred and fifty families, 
or nine hundred fouls; and their condition in that place is lingular enough to deferve 
particular notice, if we had any room to fpare; but as we have not, it fhall fuffice to fay, 
that they have*no great quantities of fugar upon the ifland, but addi& themfelves rather 
to farming, in which they have had very good fuccefs; and this it is that enables them 
to live in the did patriarchal way, every man being a kind of fovercign in his own 
family, and no other government there is in Anguilla. • 

We iiafe now gone through all the Leeward Iflands, Antigda, or Antcgo, only 
excepted, of which we are to fpeak in the next fe&ion, as not having been fettled within 
.the period to which we have confined this. As to the general produce or value of thefe 
iflands, which may ferveto ihew of how great confequence they are to Great Britain, 
the beif account 1 have been able to obtain is to the following effeft : St. Chriftopher’s 
js the largeft of all the iflhnds, but the middle part of it bang extremely mountainous, 
it is, thought that there are not above twenty-four thoufand acres of land fit for fugar in 
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tbewhole iflariM, which^produces aboot ten thoufafnd hogfheads of that valuable com- 
. nfodhy.' Antego contains about feventy thoufand acres, and produces fixteen thoufand 
fcsgffiteads of fugar yearly. Nevis is faid to be about twenty miles in circumference, 
ana produces fix thoufand hogfheads. Montferrat, which is lefs than any of them, 
produces two thoufand five hundred, and fometimes three thoufand hogfheads of fugar. 
In Barbuda they breed cattle, and in Anguilla they raife corn. 

19. We are now, according to the method that we have hitherto purfued of fpeaking 
of our plantations, in the order of time in which they were fettled, obliged to return 
to the continent of North America, in order to give an account of the noble colony of 
Maryland, which remained a part of Virginia till the year 1632, which was the eighth 
of King Charles I. when that monarch was pleafcd to grant all the country to the north 
of Potowmack river, not then planted, unto Cecilius Calvert, Lord Baltimore, of the 
kingdom of Ireland, and hjs heirs; and this part of the country was afterwards called 
Maryland, in honour of the then queen confort, Henrietta Maria, youngeft daughter of 
the French king, Henry the IVth. The Lord Baltimore having obtained his grant, 
fent over his brother, the Honourable Leonard Calvert, with fome Roman Catholic 
gentlemen and other adventurers, to the number of two hundred, to take pofleffion of 
the country; who, fetting fail from England on the 22d of November 1633, arrived 
at Point Comfort in the hay of Chefepeak, on the 24th of February following, where 
being kindly received and fupplied with provifions by theEnglilh of Virginia, they con¬ 
tinued their voyage northward, to the river Potowmack, appointed to be the boundary 
between Virginia and Maryland, on the eaft fide of the bay. 

The adventurers failed up this river, and landing on feveral places of the northern 
fhorc, acquainted the natives they were come to fettle amongft them and trade with 
them ; but the natives feemed rather to defire their abfence than their company; how¬ 
ever, there were no ads of hoftility committed on either fide, and the Englifh returning 
down the river Potowmack again, made choice of a place near the mouth of a river 
(which falls into it, and by them called St. George’s river) to fettle their firft colony. 
They advanced afterwards to an Indian town called Yoamaco, then the capital of the 
country, and at a conference with the weorance or fovereign of the place, to whom 
they made confiderable prefents, the weorance confented that the Englifh fhould dwell 
in one part of the town, referving the other for his own people till the harveft was over, 
and then agreed to quit the whole entirely to the Englifh, and retire farther into the 
country, which they did accordingly. And the March following Mr. Calvert and the 
planters were left in the quiet pofleflion of the whole town, to which they gave the name 
of St. Mary’s; and it was agreed on both fides, that if any wrong was done by either 
party, the nation ofFending fhould make full fatisfaftion for the injury. The reafons 
the Y oamaco Indians were fo ready to enter into a treaty with the Englifh, and yield 
them part of their country, was in hopes of obtaining their prote&ion and afiiftance 
againfl the Safquahanah Indians, their northern neighbours, with whom they were then 
at war; and, indeed, the Yoamaco Indians were upon the point of abandoning their 
country, to avoid*the fury of the Safquahanah nation, before the Englifh armed. From 
whence it appears ‘that the adventurers fent over by the Lord Baltimor* cannot be 
charged with any injuftice in fettling themfelves in this part of America, being invited 
to it by the orjgmal inhabitants. 

The inhabitants who were thus fettled at St. Mary’s applied themfelves with great 
diligence to cultivating the ground, and ralfed large quantities of Indian com, while the 
natives went every day into the woods to hunt for game, bnnging home venifon and 
turiries to the Englifh colony in abundance, for which they received knives, tools, and 
von. xii. as * toys 
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toys in return. Anil thus both nations lived in the greate'fl: frifendfhfo; i 
offices to each other; till foiiie of the Englifh in Virginia* envious of line || 
this thriving colbny, fuggefted to the* Indians that thefe Grangers were not rea 
as they pretended, but Spaniards, and would enflave them as they had done 
their countrymen; and the Indians were fo credulous as to believe it, and appeared 
jealdus of Mr. Calvert, making preparations as if they intended to fall upon the ftran- 
gers, which the Englifh perceiving, ftood upon their guard, and erefted a fort for their 
fecurity, on which they planted feveral pieces of ordnance; at the firing whereof the 
Yoamacos were fo terrified, that they abandoned their country without any other com- 
pulfion, and left the Englifh in full poffeffion of it; who receiving fupphes and rein¬ 
forcements continually from England, and having no other enemy to contend with than 
agues and fevers (which fwept off fome of them before they found out a proper regi¬ 
men for the climate) they foon became a flourifhing people, many Roman Catholic 
Emilies of quality and fortune tranfporting thcmfelves thither to avoid the penal laws 
made again ft them in England; and Maryland has been a place of refuge for thofe of 
thatperfuafion from that day to this. 

While the civil war lafted in England the Lord Baltimore’s family were deprived of 
the government of this province, but were reftored to their right by King Charles II. 
foon after his own rcftoration. Whereupon the Lord Baltimore fern over his fon, 
'Charles Calvert, afterwards Lord Baltimore, to be governor of Maryland, who con¬ 
tinued in that poll: upwards of twenty years, and long after his father’s death. By whofe 
prudence the colony became almoft as considerable as Virginia, for its tobacco and other 
produ&s of the foil; and all the Indian nations on that fide put themfelves under their 
jstttte&ion. The Indian chiefs were appointed, or at leaft approved and confirmed in 
their commands, by the Lord Baltimore the proprietor, whofe fuccefs is to be aferibed, 
in a great meafure, to the endeavours he ufed to cultivate a good correfpondence with 
the Indian nations, and to give them as little offence as poffible. * 

In the reign of King James II. we are told that Father Peters, a Jefuit, whom that 
prince admitted into his councils, which contributed not a little to his lofing firft the 
hearts of his fubje&s, and after that his dominions, took fuch a prejudice to the then 
Lord Baltimore, though of his own religion, but a nobleman of great wifdom, juftiee, 
and moderation, that he refolved to deprive him of the power of nominating a gover¬ 
nor, by extending the royal preogati/c at the expence of the grant made by the croWn 
to the anceftors of his lordfhip. But before this could be effected, the revolution inter¬ 
vened, but the change of government did not prove ferviceable to his lordfhip; for the 
Crown profecuting the former project, deprived him of his power of nomination, which 
Was fo much the harder, becaufe it is univerfally allowed that no people were ever better 
governed than the inhabitants of this colony, while they depended folely upon this 
noble famiWv , 

The pretext ‘Load Baltimore is a Profeftant, and inherits the virtues as well as the title 
Wfthis ancefttSjft, Sbefog In all refpefls a bleffmg to that country as he is the proprietor of 
' k. His logjKhip ’druSeteok the pains to vifit his colony, was received With all due marks 
®f refpeft on account of his quality and intereft in that country; but When he left it the 
Jpedple gave him much ftronger teftimonies of their affe&ion, and their regret ^pairing 
-with him, on account of his mildnefs, public fpifit, and fmcere gobd will towards 
them, of which he gave them fo many inftances, and teftified, upon all ocqafiana, fuch 
W jOadiftefs'fcot only to cotpply with bttt to go bftyohd their requefts, that there Was not 
-iAatter in Maryland who did not otefide^hlm rather as a father and a- friend than %s 
proprfetor-j and to feyfthe'ffdUi,' they had fo tench experience of him % the 
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fijjfE&er characters,, and felt fo, little of hint in die lattes, that it was extremely natural 
fotthgmto behave as they did. 

Whatever the great deugn might be when this fattlement was firft made, moft certain 
it fetthftt no country in America can boaft of having had fewer difturbances on the fcore 
of religion. There are, indeed, of all perfuafions in the colony; but notwithftanding 
this, they live together in the greateft tranquillity, as if they made it their bufmefs to 
forget the points about which they differ, and to remember that they agree in thofe of 
being Englifhmen and Chriftians, as fufficiently appears by their kind behaviour towards 
the Indians, who have fcarce ever had any difference with them, and^ of whom the 
colony have no fort of apprehenfions, though they are much more numerous in that 
country than in Virginia. But after fhewing how this country was firft planted, what 
remarkable accidents have fince happened therein, and in what ftate the colony now is. 
with refpect to the government; the next thing is to give a fuccindft view of the place 
itfeif, in order to bring it the better to the acquaintance of every Englifh reader who is 
curious on this fubje£t. 

This province is fituated between 38 and 40 degrees of northern latitude, and between 
44 and 48 degrees of weftern longitude, as is generally computed; but it muft be 
confefled the weftern boundaries are very uncertain, feme extending them beyond the 
Apalachean mountains. The north end of the bay of Chefepeak diodes Maryland into 
two parts, called the eaftern and weftern fhores. It is bounded, at prcfent, by part of 
Penfylvania and the Atlantic Ocean on the eaft, by Virginia Proper on the fouth, and 
by the Apalachean mountains on the weft. It is Separated from Virginia on the fouth. 
by the river Potowmack on the weftern fhore, and the river Pocomoac on the eaftern 
fhore, the length from north to fouth being about an hundred and forty miles, and the 
breadth from eaft to weft, if we extend it no farther than the country already plantfd, 
will not be fo much, though, its future limits poflibly may extend much farther. As to 
the face of the country, this, as well as Virginia, may be divided into, iff, the Low¬ 
lands next the fea; 2dly, the hilly country towards the heads of the rivers; and 3dly, 
the Apalachean mountains, which are exceeding high, and run parallel to the Atlantic 
Ocean, viz. from the north-eaft to the foulh-weft. The Lowlands heretofore confided, 
of fwarnps or wocfds, being one continued foreft almoft, till the Englifh cleared part 
of it, either to make room for their plantations, or for building of ihips and houfes, 
and the making tobacco cafks and pipe-ftaves for exportation, which has made fuch 
havock among their woods, that feme of them begin to apprehend the want of timber, 
efpecially near their forts and rivers j for as to that which lies remote from the water it 
is of little ufe to them, the price of the carriage exceeding the value of the wood. 
Towards the heads of the rivers there is a mixture of hills and valleys, as in Virginia, 
well planted with variety of timber and fruit trees; and where thele arc wanting there 
are large meadows or favanahs, where the grafs grows to a moft furprizing height. 

This country, like Virginia, is watered by innumerable fprings and a great many 
fine rivers, of which the chief are, ift, Potowmack, which, rifing in the mountains 
north-weft, runs,to the fouth-eaft, and feparates Maryland froin Virginia- on the fouth? 
weft, falling into the middle of the bay of Chefepeak. 2dly, The river *Pocojmoac, 
which rifing near the‘ocean, runs alfo diredtly fouth, and then turning to the weft, 
falls alfo into the bay of Chefepeak, near Watkins’s Point. A line drawn from the 
mouth of the ‘river dire&ly eaft, to the Atlantic Ocean, is the true boundary between 
Maryland and Virginia on the eaftern fhore, idly, The river Patuxent, which rifing, 
in Anne Arundel county, runs to the fouth-eaft, and falls ,irifo the bay of Chefepeak*; 
about twenty miles to the northward of the mouth of Potowmack river. 4thly, Severn, 
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river, which, rifes on, the north-weft part of Maryland, running foutb-eaft, falls . 
the upper part of the faid bay. 5thly, -Cheptonk, which rifes on the eaftern {bore, 
runs to the wuth-weft, and fells into* the fame bay. 6thly, Saflafras river, .which rife# 
in the north-eafl: of Maryland, and running almoft due W£ft, fells into the north end 
of the faid bay. 7thly, Wicomo river, which rifes on the eaftern fhore, rims to the 
fouth-weft, and fells into the bay almoft againft the mouth of Potowmack river. The 
dth and iaft river I Ihall mention is St. George, on the weft fide of the bay, which, 
running from north to fouth, fells into the mouth of the river Potowmack. Here the 
Englilh firft fettled, and built the town of St. Mary’s. There are a great many more 
river., capable of receiving large {hips, which, with the numerous bays and creeks that 
indent the land on every fide, give the Teamen at: opportunity of bringing their veffels 
up to the very planters’ doors, to receive their freight, as in Virginia. 

- The air of this country is exrvHKr hot feme part of thefummer, and very cold in 
;..$d|feter when the north-well wind blows; but the eativo- fell us that they are happily 
'^fijaited; that their heats are very feklum troublefome, .aid then, only by accident, in a 
perfetft. calm; but that this does a- % happen above two? or three days in a year, and 
then lafts but a few hours at a time; end even this inconvenience is made very tolerable 
by their cool {hades, their open and an y rooms, arbours, and grottos; and in Spring 
.and Fall the weather is as pleafam as c m be wilhed; that their winters are not of more 
yfhan three or four months dura; ion. an ' i:r thefe they feldom have one month’s bad 
weather, all the reft they are happy hi .. clear air and a bright fun, and are fcarceever 
troubled with fogs; it is acknowledged ihey have hard frofts fometimes, but they laft 
no longer than while the wind blows from the north and north-weft points, which is 
feldom more than three or four days. 

•At other times they have no froft at all; and their frofts are attended with bright and 
ferene weather; and in the Spring, Summer, and Winter, their winds are only cool 
pleafant breezes. Their rains, except in the depth winter, ate very . 'cciimt and 
refrelhing; in Summer they laft but a few hours, mu .do-’ bright weather fucceeds: 
however, it is acknowledged that the {hr.-.# . vkb fell in bummer are very heavy for 
the rime they laft: and the part ox the ce .,u \» nich lies on the bays of the fea and the 

mouths of the rivers, which b much belt peopled., is certainly hot and moift; 
indeed, higher up the country. windier th*. u> are now extended, the air is 

much more healthful, efp"t iai.y fi -'ce the'^h-i.L- -i;\. ( .i . red of wood. They have here, 
however, dreadful vhumLr in rh. he it crVur-c .. r: but ..r it cools and refreihes the 
ait they, rather willi for i. th ’ 1 ; s< (1,,-jgh r f mcames docs rmrii mifcliief, butlefe 
t^att formerly. . <f- 

fS&jmqi the Indians transferred, or yielded, tins province to the Englife, it has beert 
divic&d into ten counties, fm on the weft fide of the bay* anh four on the eaft fide of it | 
thofeon the weft fide, taking them from fouth to north, are, ,i. St. Mary’s county} 
2. Charles county; Prince George county; Calvert county.; 5. Anne Arundel 
(JEwmty; and 6. Baltimore county. Thecountk. oh theeafeAtley ci this bay, lying 
«pm the fouth, are; 1. Somerfet county.; 2. IXsittfeften ^otmty; 3. Talbot 
ihohrity,; 4, Cecil county, Asyfor the county of Kent, jhatpr the greateft part of it 
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upon the decline; for the fame humour prevails here as in Virginia, of gentlemens’ 
living on their refpcftive plantations, and not in towns. 

In this county alio are the parifhes of Hervington, St. Clement’s, and St.John’s j 
and here fa a nofa|klp, ! #|fe. propriety, «#ed Mettapany, fituate 

on the mouth of Jp Prince Charles county. which lies north of 

St. Mary's, are 1 mAh *«at of* Prince George, 

the parilh pfJMajppj^,, J.ap&Mrt cb«dy, 4 p fa divided fata, Charles county 
by the river PptKdifot, are the primes of dfongiop, Warrington, mi Calvei ton. I a 
the county* of .APhe Aiundfal* winch lies north Of Charles county, the chief town is 
Annapolis,' now tpe capita of the province, and formerly called Severn, being fituate 
on the river of that name, in. 39 decrees and {fame minutes north latitude. Here the 
courts of juiliee and the general aflemblies were ordered to be held in the year 1699} 
and this has ever fince been the refidencp of the governor; notwithftanding which, 
there are not yet an hundred houfes built in the town. 

In Baltimore county, which lies between Anne Arundel county and the province of 
I\nf) 1 vania, is the parifh of Baltimore, fituate o'* the north-weft; part of the bay of 
Chdepeak. In Somerfet county, which is the mod foutherly county on the eaft fide 
of the bay, are the town and parifli of Somerfet. In Dorcheftei county, wliich lies 
north of Somerfet, ire the town and parifh of Dorchefter, befules ^ great many Indian 
towns. In Talbot county, which lies north of Dorchefter, are the parilhes of Oxford, 
St. Michael’s, Bolittgbrooke, ind Cecil, the moft northerly county on the eaft fide of 
the bay, is bounded both on the north and eaft by the province of Pen!) 1 vania. 

Throughout the whole colony of Mir) land, as in that of Virginia, the Englifli live 
at large at their feveral plantations, which hinders the increafe of towns; indeed every 
plantation is a little town ltfelf and can very well fubfift with provifions and neceffaries ; 
every confiderable planter’s warehoufe being like a Ihop, where he fupplies not only 
himlelf with what foj wants, but the inferior planters, fervants, and labourers; and has 
commodities to barter for tobacco and othet goods, there bang little money in this 
province, and little occaiion for any, as long as tobacco anfwers all the ufes of filver 


and gold in trade. There are few merchants or fliopkeepers, who may bp properly fo 
called, apdfore wholly by their trade; the tobacco of this province, called Oronoko, 
isftrongor than that of Virginia; and no Engiiflunan, who ms not a very coarfe relifh, 
will bear fa; y#t it & as profitable to the planter, and to the trade of the nation in gene¬ 
ral, being fa demand in the eaftem and northern parts of Europe, where it is preferred 
before tha^reet-fooited tobacco of JamesandYork rivers, in Virginia. The planters 
in Maryland jSndiifpfo good vent for then: commodity ip foreign markets, haVcufai. 
vated it fo mj|ch that the province fa thmfgibt to produce as much tobacco as Virginia. 
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laid down in the foregoing account of die colony of Virginia; which may likewife ferve 
with refpeft to all the other colonies that do not interfere with their mother-country, in 
their manufactures. , 

20. When Oliver Cromwell, after fubverting entirely the conftitution of his country, 
took upon him the title of ProteCfor, he refolved to obliterate the memory of what was 
part, by undertaking fomewhat that might be of great and lafting advantage to his 
country. It was with this view, and to rid himfelf of many officers whom he fufpefted, 
that he framed a projeCt of attacking the Spaniards in the Weft Indies, and of taking 
from them the noble ifland of Ilifpaniola or St. Domingo; in the adjufting of which 
defign he depended chiefly on the information he received from one Father Gage a prielt, 
who had been many years in the Spanilh America, and who died in this voyage; for 
which though great preparations were made yet they went on very flowly, and it was 
certainly thought the belt conceived, yet the worft executed of all his enterprizes. 

The fquadron commanded by General Penn being ordered to rendezvous at Portf- 
mouth, where the land forces were to embark, complaints were made to Venables of 
diforders and difeontents among the people, and more particularly about the badnels of 
the provifions; which, by his means, being made known to General Defborrow, he, 
by very harffi expreffions, fignified his dilcontent thereat j and particularly charged 
Venables with a defign of fruftrating the intended expedition, by being the author of 
reports which were falfe ; while he, on the other hand, endeavoured to juftify himfelf, 
and to ffiew that he intended no otherwife than for the public good; and there was a 
Ihrewd fufpicion that Delborrow’s diffatisfa&ion herein arofe from his being concerned 
with thofe who had the management of victualling the navy. After Venables had 
attended near four months without any pofitive alfurance whether the Government was 
determined to go on with the defign or not, although it was publicly difeourfed of, and 
the Spaniards had thereby not only the knowledge thereof, but opportunities of pro¬ 
viding for their defence; he was fome time after lent to, and directed to hold himfelf 
in a readinefs to proceed; and though he then requefted that the draughts which were 
to be made out of the regiments might be men in all refpefts fitting for the intended 
fervice, yet the colonels were permitted to pick and cull them as they pleafed, infomuch 
that molt of them were raw and altogether undifciplined; and amcfngft them many 
Irilh Papifts; nor had not half of them arms in any degree ferviceable; and fo far 
were the Council from permitting him 0 flay till better could be furnifhed in their 
room, that they fent him pofitive orders to leave the town next day, upon pain of 
imprisonment. 

Before he came to Portfmouth * many of the troops were emhgjked, and the reft 
jhipping oft' with the utinoft hafte, fo that he had no opportunity of viewing, much 
lefs of exercifing, them on fhore; and thereby informing himfelf of their condition, 
with refpeCt to their abilities or otherwife j and although he was promifed that the 
ftore-fhip, with arms and other neceflaries, fhould join him at Spithead, he was at laft 
told that no delay muft be made in flaying for her, but that he might expeCt her 
coming to him at Barbadoes. He was likewife allured that he fhould carry out with 
him, at leaft, ten months provifion for ten thoufand men, but the *moft part thereof 
was fent back to London, to be (hipped off there, under pretene'e that there was not 
fufficient room for the fame in the mips at Portfmouth, although the officers in the 
fleet found paffage in them for no inconfiderable quantities of goods, with which they 
defigned to traffic when they arrived at the aforefaid ifland. 

The forces being embayed, and the wind prefenting fair, the fquadron failed, and 
arrived at Barbadoes on the 29th day of January 1654 j foon after which General 

■is* . Venables 
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.tfefiables wrote to the Prote&or, the Lord Prefident of the Council Laurence, the Lord 
■ ffijjnfcflth, and feveral others, letting them know in what a miferable condition the 
*rmy was, and how deftitute they were, not only of provifions but arms and other 
neceffaries proper for carrying on the intended defign; infoniuch that they were con- 
{trained to make the hardeft fhifts to fupply them with the final 1 quantities either of one 
or the other that could be had in thefe parts. The firft thing that was done after the 
fleet’s arrival at Barbadoes was the feizing fuch Dutch {hips and veffels as were found 
there, and General Penn appointed a nephew of his to take an account of their cargoes 
and all things belonging to them, without admitting any check • on Jiim as General 
Venables defired and infilled on, that fo no embezzlements might be made. 

The 18th of March Venables thought it neceffary to hold a council of war of the 
land officers, to confider of the ftate of the army; and it was refolved to make thefe 
propofitions to Penn, amqng feveral others, viz. i ft. That as the officers of the army 
had refolved not todefert the fleet, ho with his officers would reciprocally refolve not 
to leave the army, at leaft not till fuch time as their expected lupplies arrived from 
England, adly, That it ffiould be propofed to the commiflioners, that a fit quantity erf 
ihipping might be taken up for tranfporting the forces. 3dly, That they might not 
proceed on 1'ervice withlel's than twenty tons of ball, and that they might likewife be 
furniffied from the fleet with two hundred fire-arms, fix hundred pikes, befides piftols, 
carbines, and two hundred half-pikes. To this Venables received no fatisfa&ory 
anfwer from Penn, and the ftores not arriving from England, he again defired to know 
from him what arms, {hot, match, and other necefl’aries he could furniffi from the 
fleet; General Defborrow having allured him, when in England, that the commiffionefs 
had power to difpofe of what might be on board the Ihips to the necefi'ary ufe of the 
army; but to this Penn returned him an anfwer, that fifteen Ihot a man, and a few 
tons of match, was all he could fpare; befides which, he at length prevailed with him 
to add thereunto a few half and quarter pikes, which gave occafion to one of the com- 
miffioners to let fall fome words, as if he doubted they were betrayed. 

Befides all thefe difappointments, and the badnefs of the provifions lent from Eng¬ 
land, yet even of them the foldiers were put to Ihort allowance, while the feamen were 
at whole, which occafioned no little difeontent, and rendered them very fickly and 
weak; and as the commiflioners were empowered and required to difpofe of all prizes 
and booty taken towards decaying the charge of the expedition, and only a fortnight’s 
pay was offered to the officers and foldiers in lieu of whatever booty Ihould be taken at 
St. Domingo (whither they were firft defigned from, Barbadoes) it very iftuchincreafed 
•the diflatisxadtion of the army; for molt of the officers, when they fet forwards on tie 
expedition, were in hopes of bettering themfelves very confiderably. At length Gene¬ 
ral Venables prevailed with the officers and men to accept of fix weeks pay inftead of 
their plunder; and thereupon himfelf and Penn iffued out orders, reftrajntng all perfons 
iirom pillaging without orders, or from concealing the fame on pain of death and for¬ 
feiture of their pay. But although the officers were willing to fubmit ta thfe, yet the 
commiflioners rfcfufed to fign it, infomuch that the foldiers publicly declared they would 
return to England’, and never more ftrike a ftroke where there were commiflioners who 
Ihould have power to controul the army. 

The fleet being now in a readinefs to fail, General Venables, with fome of the com- 
miffioners aid the officers of the army, propofed that they might proceed to the harbour 
of St. Domingo (but for what reafon it doth not appear, unlefs it Was for want of expe¬ 
rienced pilots). That was refufed, - and a refolution taken toHand the troops at the river 
'Hindj that fo they might endeavour to force the fori -and trench. It was alfb refolved 
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among the land officers, 1 ft. That the regiments fhould call lots which of them fhould 
go on fhore firft. 2dly, That two or three regiments fhopld be landed at once. 3<Uy» 
That the feconds to each regiment lhould be appointed. 4thly, That the fhips wherein 
the regiments were, fhould keep near each other, for their more regular landing. And 
it was further determined, that if the furges of the fea ran high, and that the enemy 
were prepared to defend the fort and trench, the army fhould be landed behind the 
fecond point to leeward, and that when on fhore, one regiment fhould be ordered to 
march eaftward of the city, provided General Penn would engage to furnifh the army 
with all necefiaries. 

Lots having been caft as aforefaid, it fell to Colonel Buller’s regiment to land firft, 
and there was one Cox who had lived in thofe parts many years, who was to have been 
their guide, but he had been fent of fome errand by Penn, fo that he was at this time 
abfent; and Vice Admiral Goodfon declaring that he neither had orders to go into 
Hind River, nor pilots to conduit the fhip there-into; the army were conftrained to 
land at the weft point (which Venables protefted againft) and by that means were 
expofed to a tedious march of forty miles, through a thick woody country, without 
any guide, infomuch that both horfc and men, by the fatigue and extremity of heat 
fell down with thirft, and were miferably afflicted with the llux, by their eating oranges 
and other green fruit, having no water to moiften their mouths with. After four 
days inarch the army came to the place where they might firft have been put on 
fhore ; but by that time the enemy had fummoned in the whole country to their 
affiftance j and even now many of the foldiers had no more than one day’s provifions 
of the three that had been promifed them from the fhips. 

Colonel Buller being fent with his regiment to a particular ftation near Hind River, 
and ordered not to ftir from thence until the reft of the army joined him, he was fo far 
from complying with thofe commands from the general, that he marched away under 
the guidance of Cox, who was now arrived from the fleet; infomuch that for want of 
the laid guide, the general, miftaking the way, marched ten or twelve miles about j 
and Buller having fuffered his men to ftraggle, they fell into, and fuffered much by, 
the ainbufcades laid by the enemy. The hardfhips the forces had undergone for want 
of provifions, and their being denied what plunder they might happ'en to take at St. 
Domingo, fo exafperated them, that the feauien who had been firft fent afhore, and 
foon after thofe on the land, wc-e in .. general mutiny *. however, in this condition 
they forded the river Hind, with a refolution to march to the harbour, that fo they 
might be furnifhed with provifions and ammunition from the fhips, but they were 
ftrangers to the way, neither had tfiey any water to drink. At length Colonel Buller, 
and Cox the guide, joined them, promifed to conduct them to a place where they might 
be fupplied with water. But fome of the faid colonel’s men having rambled about for 
pillage, encouraged the enemy to lay ainbufcades for them in their march, who, falling 
upon the forlorn, routed them, and killed feveral officervS; but they were foon after 
beaten back with lofs, and purfued within cannon-ftiot of the town; yet when the action 
was over, many men, as well as horfes, perilhed with thirft. * 

A council or war being called to confider of the condition of the army, it was found 
that many of the men had eat nothing for four days together, unl’els it were fome fruits 
they gathered in the woods j and that they were without water, the Spaniards having 
flopped up all their wells within feveral miles of the town. Neither knew they the 
country, or how to get to their fhips, for Cox the guide was flain in the laft fkirmifh; 
however, after mature consideration, it was refolved to march to the harbour in the beft 
manual ifeey could, and at length arriving there, they (laid three or four days to 
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Ifemiffi themfelves with provifions and other neceflaries, and then advanced with a 
mortar piece, in order to reduce the fort; but the enemy having laid an ambufcade, 
they charged the van, which was to have been led by Adjutant General Jackfon, very 
vigoroufly, and were anfwered in like manner ; whereas Jackfon’s party running away, 
and the paflage through the woods being very narrow, they fell upon the general’s own 
regiment, who, to no purpofe, endeavoured to (top them with their pikes ; for they firft 
difordered that regiment, and foon after Major General Haynes’s: mean while the 
enemy followed very eagerly, and giving no quarter, the faid major general, and the 
beft of his officers, who preferred death before fight, fell in the action., 

At length the general’s own regiment making head againft them, as alfo that of the 
fearnen, commanded by Vice Admiral Goodfon, they, with their fwords, forced the 
runaways into the woods, rather chilling to kill them than they ffiould diforder the 
reft; which the enemy perceiving, they retreated, and our men kept their ground, 
though the Ihot from the fort killed many of them. The troops, neverthelefs, were fo 
very weak and diffieartcned, that not many of them could be brought to play the mortar 
againft the fort; and though the general was reduced to a very low condition by the 
flux, he caufed himfelf to be led from place to place to encourage them ; but fainting 
at laft, was forced to leave the care to Major General Fortefcue, who foon found that 
he could prevail no more than the general himfelf. It was refolVed foon after, at a 
council of war, that fince the enemy had guarded every pafs, and that the army were 
under very great neceffities for water, they fhould march to a place where they had 
been informed a fupply thereof, and of other neceflaries, had been put on fhore for 
them from the (hips. But in that march the foldiers accompanied their officers no 
farther than till they found them in danger, and then left them, infomuch that the 
commiflioners owned, in a letter they wrote to the governor at Barbadoes, that had 
not the enemy been as fearful as our own men, they might, in a few days, have 
destroyed the whole army; and withal they let him know, that thofc who had occafioned 
the greateft diforder, were thofe of Barbadoes and St. Chriftophers, infomuch that they, 
the faid commiflioners, who were Penn, Window, and Buller, had refolved to leave the 
place, and try what could be done againft the ifland of Jamaica. 

21. The army was accordingly in little time embarked, but the fick and wounded 
were kept on the bare decks /or forty-eight hours, without meat, drink, or dreffing, in¬ 
fomuch that worms bred in their fores ; and even while they were on (bore the pro¬ 
vifions font to them were not watered, but candied with fait, notwithftanding they had 
not water fufficient to quench their third. Nay, aftsr this misfortune on Ihore, Venables 
averred that Penn gave Rear Admiral Blagge orders not to furnifti them with any more 
provifions of what kind foever, lb that they eat up all the horfes, dogs, and afles, in the 
camp, and fome of them fuch things as were in themfelves poifonous, of which about 
forty died; and before the forces were embarked, Adjutant General Jackfon was tried 
by a court martial, and not only fentenced to be cafhiered, and his lword broken over 
his head, but to £o the duty of a fwabber, in keeping clean the hofpital {hips; a puniffi- 
ment fuitable to Jiis notorious cowardice. The fleet and troops arriving at Jamaica, 
orders were iflued by General Venables, that where it ffiould be found any man at¬ 
tempted to run away, the next roanto him ffiould put him to death, or that if he failed fo 
to do, he ffiould be liable to be tried for his life; and now all the troops being ready 
for fervice they advanced towards the fort, which they made themfelves mailers of 
with little lofs; and next morning when the fun rofe, th^y began to march towards 
the Savannah, which was near the town, when fome Spaniards came towards them, 
and defired to treat; but the general refufed fo to do, unlefs they would fend them 
vol. xii. s s a conftpt 
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a conftant fupply of provifions, then much wanted ; which they pun&uaQy did, ac*' 
cording to the promife they had made. The articles agreed on at lafl were thefe, viz. 
i ft. That all forts, arms, ammunitions* and neceflaries for war, and all kinds of {hip¬ 
ping in any harbour in the illand, with their furniture, &c. as alfo all goods, wares, 
merchandize, &c. {hould be delivered up to general Venables, or whom he {hould 
appoint for the ufe of the protestor, and the commonwealth of England. 2dly. That all 
and every of the inhabitants of the illand (except fome that were particularly named) 
{hould have their lives granted, and as thofe who inclined to ftay had leave fo to do, 
fo was it agreed-to transport the others to New Spain, or fome other of the dominions 
belonging to the king of Spain in America, together with their apparel, books, and 
papers, they providing themfelves with victuals and neceflaries. 3dly. That all com- 
miffion officers, and none others, ffiould be permitted to wear their rapiers and poniards. 
4thly. All artificers, and meaner fort of people, {hould be permitted to remain on the 
ifland, and to enjoy their goods, provided they conformed themfelves to the laws which 
{hould be eftabliffied. 

By thefe means the noble ifland of Jamaica was fubdued, and though the Spaniards 
continued to lurk in fome parts of the ifland for feveral years afterwards, and once 
made a bold attempt to recover the place; yet Colonel Doyly forced them to with¬ 
draw, and reduced foe whole ifland fo effectually, that at the Reftoration the Spaniards 
yielded it to the crown of Great Britain, to which it has belonged ever fince; and is, 
beyond queftion, the nobleft poffcffion we have in thefe parts. The hiltory of this 
country, fince it came into our poffeffion, is fo well known, and would alfo take up 
fo much room, that we cannot enter into it here, nor indeed is it neceffary, becaufe 
our chief bufinefs is to {hew the value and importance of our colonies, with refped to- 
their mother country, which is always beft done by deferibing the plantation, explain¬ 
ing the nature of its product, and giving as good att~3ccount as may be of the nature 
of its trade and the number of its inhabitants; and as this appears to be the moft 
material part, to an Englifh reader, where we cannot infert all that relates to a colony, 
we prefer this part to any other. 

22. We have a very large and accurate account of this nobfc country, written by a 
learned, candid, and indefatigable perfon, who refided long thel'e, I mean Sir Hans 
Sloane, from whom others have taken their materials, and fo muft I; as not knowing 
where to find any fo good, or that may be fo well depended u pon; which acknow¬ 
ledgment, as it is due to his merit, I think it but juftice to mak£> as I hope it will add 
fome degree of credit both to his work and mine. 

It is from him, therefore, that we learn moft of the particulars, which follow, and 
are every way fufficient for our purpofe. Jamaica is iitutated on the Atlantic Ocean, 
between 17 and 18 degrees north latitude, and between\ 76 and 79 degrees weftem 
longitude, about twenty leagues eaft of Hifpaniola and as\ many fouth of Cuba, and 
upwards of an hundred and fifty leagues to the northward of Porto Bello and Cartha- 
gena, on the coaft of Terra Firma. This ifland ftretches from eaft to weft one hundr/* 
and forty miles in length and about fixty in breadth in the muddle; growing lefs tov 
each end; the form is pretty near oval. * s 

The whole ifland has one continued ridge of hills running t?£om eaft to weft throtyr 
the middle of it, which are generally called the Blue Mountain^ ; the tops of fome<?^ 
higher than others; one of the higheft is called Mont DiaboloV other hills there p 
on each fide of this ridge^pf mountains, which, however, are mud'h.lower. The out¬ 
ward face of the earth feems to be different here from what it is in EuVope, the valleys 
wing.very level, little or no rifing ground or fixtali hills, without rocks or 
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$ones; the mountainous part is very fteep, and furrowed by very deep channels on 
the north and fouth fide of the higheft hills ; thefe channels are made here by frequent 
and very violent rains, which every day almoft fall on the mountains, and firll wearing 
a ftnall trough or courfe for their paflage, walh away afterwards whatever comes in 
the way, and make their channels extraordinary fteep. The greateft part of the high 
land of this ifland is either ftoneor clay, which refills the rains, and fo is not carried 
down violently with them into the plains, as the mould proper for tillage and friable 
earths are: hence it is, that in thefe mountainous places one fhall have very little or 
none of fuch earths, but either a very ftrong tough clay or a honey-comb, or other rock, 
upon which no earth appears. All the high land is covered with woo’ds, fome of the 
trees very good timber, tall and ftraight; and one would wonder how fuch trees 
Ihould grow in fuch a barren foil, fo thick together among the rocks; but the trees 
fend down their fibrous roots into the crannies of the rocks, where here and there they 
meet with little receptacles of rain water, which nourilh their roots. 

It is a very llrange thing to fee in how fhort a time a plantation formerly cleared of 
trees and fhrubs will commonly grow foul, which arifes from two caufes; one, the 
not flubbing the roots, whence arifes young fprouts, and the other the fertility of the 
foil. The fettlements and plantations not only of the Indians but the Spaniards being 
quite overgrown with tall trees, fo that there would be no footifeps left were it not 
for old pallifadoes, building, orange walks, &c. which evidently fhew plantations have 
been there. There are the fame layers of earth, one over another, in the fruitful part 
of the ifland, as are to be met with in Europe; and the fame difference of foil appears 
as in England, in digging of wells, and other occafionsof opening the ground. Moll 
of the favanahs, or plains fit for pafture and cleared of wood, are like our meadow 
land, lie near the fouth fide of the ifland, where one may ride a great many miles 
without meeting the leaf! afcent; fome of thefe plains are within land, incircled with 
hills. Thefe favanahs after rain are very green and pleafant, but after long droughts 
are very much withered, and look ycliow and parched. 

The chief ports in the ifland arc, 1. Port Royal, a fine capacious harbour, a. Old 
Harbour, which lies leven or eight miles fouth-weft of St. Jago. 3. Port Morant, at 
the eaft end of the ifiand ; and, 4. Point Negril at the weft end of this ifland ; befides 
which, are fevcral more on the fouth and north fides of the ifland ; but it is dangerous 
approaching the coaft withdut a pilot, on account of the coral rocks, which almoft fur- 
round it. There are near an hundred rivers in Jamaica, but none of them navigable; 
for rifing in the mountains in the middle of the ifland, they precipitate themfelves 
down the rocks to the north or fouth, falling into the lea before they have run many 
miles, and carrying down with them frequently great pieces of rock and timber. Yet 
frefh water is very fcarce in dry years in the favanahs diftant from rivers, fo that many 
of their cattle die with driving to water. Near the fea the well-water, as at Port Royal 
is brackiih; this brackilh water, which is very common in wells on fea fhores, is not 
wholefome, but the caule of fluxes and other difeafes in failors by their drinking it. 

Their river w&ter carries with it much clay or earth, and has an odd tafte, which in 
St. Jago gives occafion to the Spaniards to call it Rio Cobre, and the Englifh to fay it 
is not wholefome, and taftes of copper ; whereas, on the trial of the fand, there is no 
metal found # therein; this river-water, however, if fuffered to fettle fome days in earthen 
jars is good; fpring-water, at a diftance from the fea, is preferred to river or pond- 
water. There are fome fprings as well as rivers, which putrify their channels, and ftop 
their courfe by a cement, uniting the gravel and fand in theii bottoms. There is a hot- 
bath or fpring near Port Morant, in the eaft part of the ifland, fituate in a wood, which 
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hath been bathed in, and drunk of late years for the belly-ach, the common difeale of the* 
country, with great fuccefs. A great many fait fprings a?ife in a level ground under 
the foils in Cabbage-tree Bottom, about a mile or two diftant from the fea, which 
united, make what is called the Salt River. Salt is made here in ponds, into which 
the fea or fait water comes, and by the heat of the fun the moifture being exhaled, 
leaves the fait which is in great plenty; at the fait ponds about Old Harbour the 
fait is not perfectly white, or in fmall grains, but in large lumps, and has an eye of red 
in it, as lome Sal Gemma from Spain, or what comes from the ifland of Salt Tortuga 
near the main of America, which is here reckoned the (Ironger and better. Salt 
Lagunas, or great ponds, there are many here, one whereof, Riottoa Pond, receives a 
great deal of water by a river, which yet has no vifible rivulet or difcharge runs from 
it; lome rivers in the mountains rife above and go under ground again in a great 
many places. f Rio d’Oro particularly falls and riles two gr three times, and fo it is 
in many others. At Abraham’s plantation on the north fide is a river, which has ftopt 
its own courle by letting a fettlement fall, and putrifying its own bottom. It is very 
common to have ca tar ads or cafcades in rivers among the mountains fifty or fixty 
feet high. 

This ifland being feven degrees within the tropic, has the trade wind continually 
there, which is on the fouth fide of the ifland, called the fea breeze. It comes about 
eight o’clock in the morning, and increafes till twelve in the day ; and then, as the 
fun grows lower, it decreafes till there is none at four in the evening. About eight in 
the evening begins the land breeze, blowing four leagues into the fea, and continues 
increafing till twelve at night, and decreafes again till four. The fea breeze is now 
and then more violent than at other times, as at new or full moon, and encroaches 
very much-on the land winds ; and the Norths when they reign, viz. in the months of 
December, January and February, blow over the ridge of mountains with violence, 
and hinder the fea breeze, which blows ftronger and longer near the fea, as at Port 
Royal, or PaflageFort, than within land as at St.Jago do la Vega, or Spanifh Town;, 
as on the contrary the land wind blows harder at the town than at Pafl'age Fort, or 
Port Royal., The land wind blowing at night, and the fea breeze in, the day-time, no 
flapping can come into the port except in the day, nor go out, but at break of day, 
or very foon after. 

The Norths, as they call them, come in when the fun*is near the tropic of Capri¬ 
corn, and fo fartheft off foutherly, and are very cold and unhealthy winds, more 
violent in the night becaufe it is then they have the additional force of the land wind. 
They check the growth of canes, and all vegetables on the north-fide, but are hindered 
by the ridge of mountains from fhewing much of their fury on' the fouth, where it 
feldom rains with this wind. The fouth winds bring the molt lading rains. The rains 
from the fouth are lading on the fouth fide of this ifland. As at fea with the trade 
winds one meets with tornadoes, fo at land here fometimes will be a violent weft, 
dire&ly contrary to the trade wind; but this happens feldom, and is foon over. The 
fea-breeze, when it blows hard, is thought to hinder the rain from comihg to the plains, 
it for the raoft part then raining on the hills. On this account it is that there are in 
the mountains many fprings and rivers, and few or none in the plains. .And this- is 
likewife the caufe why there is never any want of water in the rivers coming from them 
through the plains, and likewife that, fometimes rivers fuffer very great increa% and 
inundations in the plains when no rains have fallen in the places where fuch inun¬ 
dations appear. r 
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' Earthquakes, as they are very frequent in Hifpaniola, where they have formerly 
thrown down the town of St. Domingo *, fo they are too common' alfo here; the inha¬ 
bitants expeft one every year, and fome of them* think they follow their great rains : 
one happened on Sunday the 19th of February 1688 ; as if people had raifed the 
foundation of the houfes, it was felt all over the ifland about the fame time, fome 
houfes being wrecked, and very near ruined, and very few efcaped fome injury ; the 
people were in a very great confternation, and the {hips in Port Royal harbour felt it: 
it was obferved, that the ground rofe like the fea, in waves, as the earthquake palled 
along. But this was nothing to die earthquake which happened at Port Royal in the 
year 1692, by which that town was almoft fwallowed up. Thunder is heard almoft 
every day in the mountains, with the rains there, fo that any perfon in the plains may. 
hear if, as well as fee the rain; it does not fo ordinarily accompany thofe rains that 
come from the fea, although when it does it is very violent. Lightning t for the molt 
part precedes thunder in this ifland, as elfewhere ; and, if it be fair weather, efpecially 
in the hotted feafons, it lightens almoft all the night, firlt in one part of the iky or 
horizon, out of fome clouds, and then out of others oppofite to them, as it were 
anfwcring one another. Froft or fnow are never fern- in this hot climate ; but 
ibmetimes hail, and that very large ; it comes with very great norths, which reach 
with great violence to the fourh fide, and throw down every thing .before them. 

The dews here are fo great within land, that the water drops from the leaves of the 
trees in a morning, as if it had rained ; a man riding in the night, will find his 
cloaths, hair, &c. very wet in a lrnall time; but there are feldonvany fogs in the plains 
or fandy places near the fea. The rains there are violent, and the drops very large ; 
according to the different pofitions of places, fo the rains are more or lefs violent, and 
come at different times, but generally {’peaking the great rainy feafons are in May and 
October; in which months, at new or full moon they begin, and continue day and 
night for a whole fortnight, fo that the earth in all level places is laid under water for 
fome inches, and it becomes loofe for fome inches deep, and confequently the roads 
are almoft impafiable. “ In the town of St. Jago de la Vega, in thofe rainy feafons, I 
“ was forced to ride on horfeback (fays Dr. Sloane) although but from door to door, 
“ to vifit the lick.” And thefe feafons, as they are called, from being fit to plant in, 
are generally fo over the whole ifland, though they are much altered in their time and 
violence of late years, which arifes from the clearing much of the country of wood; 
In the month of January is likewife expeded a feafon, or rain ; but this is not fo 
conftant and violent as the other two, and probably .may come from the violent norths, 
at that time palling over the mountains, with part of their rains with them. 

As to the produce of the ifland of Jamaica, it is not eafy to give a very clear account 
thereof in a narrow compafs ; however, I fhall do the beft I can. In the firft place I 
{hall mention cocoa, of which there ftill comes more from this than from any of our 
plantations ; and as it is known to be a very rich and valuable commodity, the reader 
will probably be pleafed with a particular account of it. Cocoa grows on a tree in 
cods, green, refl, and yellow, every cod having in it three, four, or five kernels, about 
the bignefs and Ihape of fmall chefs-nuts, which are feparate from each other by a 
fubftance like the pulp of a roafted apple, moderately {harp and fweet, from which its 
nuts are taken when ripe, and by drying cured. The body of a cocoa tree is com¬ 
monly about four inches diameter, five feet in height, and about twelve to the top of t 
the tree. Thefe trees are very different, for fome {hoot up in two or three bodies j 
others in one ; their leaves are, many of them, dead and itioft difcoloured, uniefson 
very young trees; a bearing tree generally yields from two to eight pounds of nuts a 
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year, and each cod contains from twenty to thirty nuts. The manner of curing them 
is, to cut them down when ripe, and to lay them to fweat three or four days in the 
cods, which is done by laying them m heaps; after this the cods are cut, the nuts 
taken out and put into a trough covered with plantain leaves where they fweat again about 
lixteen or twenty days; the nuts that are on each cod are knit together by certain 
fibres, and have a white kind of pulp about them, very agreeable to the palate, as has 
been hinted before; by their turning and fweating, their little firings are broken, and 
their pulp is imbibed and mingled with the fubftance of the nut; after which they 
are put to dry three or four weeks in the fun, and then they become of a 
' reddifh-dark colour. The cods grow out of the body, or great limbs and boughs; 
at the fame place there are blofioms, and young and ripe fruit. It is planted firft 
in fhe night, and always under fhade; fome fet them under caflave, others under 
plantain trees, and fome in the woods. The Spaniards ufed a certain large fhady 
plant, called by them Madre di Cocoa, the mother of cocoa; the Englifh ufe the 
others only. 

It mud always be Iheltered from the north-eaft winds. The people at Jamaica 
feldom tranfplant it, only when it falls, as it does often, in open, poor and dry lands ; 
for this tree requires to have a flat, moift, low foil, which makes them be planted 
commonly by rivers, and between mountains. It is an obfervation, that it is ill living 
where there are good cocoa walks. In a year’s time the plant becomes four feet high, 
and has a leaf fix times as big as an old tree, which, as the plant grows bigger, falls 
off, and a leffer comes in its place. The trees are almoft always planted at two feet 
diftant; and fometimes at three years old, where the ground is good, and the plant 
profperous, it begins to bear a little, and then they cut down all or fome of the 
fhade. The fruit increafes till the tenth or twelfth year, when the tree is fuppofed to 
be in its prime. The root generally fhoots out fuckers, they fupply the place of the 
old dock when dead, or cut down ; tuilefs any ill quality of the ground, or air, kill both. 

The manner of planting them is, in order, like our cherry-gardens; they place 
a plantain by every tree, and when it is grown up it refembles a cherry-tree ; 
it delights in fhade, and for that reafon has the plantain fet by it. The cocoa- 
walks are kept clear from grafs by hoeing and weeding. The' trees begin to 
bear at three, four, or five years, and, did they not almod always die before, 
would come to perfection at fifteen years growth, a*nd lad till thirty; which 
renders them the mod profitable tree in the world, one acre of them having cleared 
above two hundred pounds in a year ; but the old trees planted by the Spaniards 
being gone by age, and few now thriving, as the Spanilh negroes foretold, little or 
none now is produced worthy the care and pains in planting and expecting it. 
Thofe flaves aferibe its not coming to perfection to a fuperditious caufe, many 
religious rites being performed at its planting by the Spaniards, which their flaves 
were not permitted to fee. But it is probable that wary nation, as they removed 
the art of making cochineal, and curing venelloes, into their inland provinces, which 
were the commodities of the iflands in the Indians time, and forbade the opening 
any mines in them, for fear fome maritime nation might be tempted to conquer 
them ; fo in tranfplanting the cocoa from the Caraccas and Guatamala on the continent, 
they might conceal, wilfully, fome fecret in its planting from their flaves. 

There is alfo more indigo produced in Jamaica, than in any other colony, by reafon 
of the great quantity of favanah land, for it thrives baft in fandy ground. The feed 
from whence it is railed is fellow and round, fomething lefs than a tare. The ground 
is madasiight by hoeing; then trenches are dug like thofe our gardeners prepare for 
* peafe, 
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peafe, in which the feed is put about March; it grows ripe in eight weeks time, and in 
frelh broken ground will fpring up about three feet high, but in others to no more 
than eighteen inches. The ft'alk is full of leaves of a deep green colour, and will, from 
its firft fowing, yield many crops in one year. When it is ripe it is cut and fteeped in 
fats twenty-four hours, then it muft be cleared from the firft water and put into proper 
cifterns, where, when it has been carefully beaten, ft fettles about eighteen hours. In 
thefe cifterns are feveral taps, which let the clear water run out, and the thick is put into 
bags of about three feet long, made commonly of ozenbrigs, which being hung up, all 
the liquid part drops away; when it will drop no longer, it is put into wooden boxes, 
three feet long, fourten inches wide, and one and a half deep; thefe* boxes muft be 
placed in the fun till it is very hot, and then taken in till the extreme heat is over; this 
muft be done continually till it is fufficiently dried. In land that proves proper for 
indigo, the labour of one hand, in a year’s time, will produce between eighty and one 
hundred weight, which may amount from twelve to fifteen pounds to the planter, 
if no accident happen; for indigo, as well as other commodities in thofe parts, is fub- 
ject to many; the moft common are blafting and worms, by which it is frequently 
deftroyed. 

Pimento is another natural production of Jamaica, from whence it is called Jamaica 
pepper, alluding to its figure and the chief place of its growth ; the trees that bear it 
are generally very tall and fpreading, having a trunk as thick as one’s thigh. It rifes 
ftrait, about thirty feet high, is covered with an extraordinary fmooth fkin of a grey 
colour; it is branched out on every hand, having the end of its twigs fet with leaves 
of feveral fizes, the large!! being four or five inches long, and two or three broad, in 
the middle, where it is broadeft, and whence it decreafes to both extremes, ending in a 
point fmooth, thin, fhining, without any incifures of a deep green colour, and Handing 
on foot-ftalks an inch long; when bruifed very odoriferous, and in all things like the 
leaves of a bay tree. The ends of the twigs are branched into bunches of flowers, 
and each ftalk fuftaining a flower bending back, within which bend are many ftamina of 
a pale green colour ; to thefe follows a bunch of crowned berries, the crown being 
made up of four fmall leaves, which are bigger, when ripe, than juniper berries; at 
firft, when fmall,’greenilh, but when they are ripe, black, fmooth and Aiming ; con¬ 
taining in them a moift, green, aromatic pnlp, two large feeds feparated by a membrane, 
each of which is a hemifphete, and both joined make a fpherical feed. 

It grows on all the hilly part of the ifland of Jamaica, but chiefly on the north fide ; 
and wherever thefe trees grow, they are generally left Handing when, other trees are 
felled ; and they are fometimes planted where they never grew, beeaufe of the great 
profit from the cured fruit exported yearly in great quantities into Europe. The 
Jamaica pepper tree flowers in June, July, and Augull, but fooner or later, according 
to their fituation and different feafon for rains; and after ft flowers the fruit foon 
ripens: but it is to be obferved, that in clear open grounds it is fooner ripe than in 
thick woods. There is no great difficulty in curing or preferving this fruit for ufe; 
it is for the moft* part done by the negroes. They climb the trees and pull off the 
twigs with the unripe green fruit, and afterwards carefully feparate the fruit 
from the twigs and leaves, which done, they expofe them to the fun, from the 
rifing to the fetting for many days ; fpreading them thin on cloths, turning them now 
and then, and carefully avoiding the dews which are there very great. By this means 
they become a little wrinkled, and from a green change to a brown colour, when 
they are fit for the market; being of different fizes, but commonly of the bignefs of 
black pepper ; fomething like in Imeil and tafte to cloves, juniper berries, cinnamon and 
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pepper, or rather having a peculiar mixt fmell, fomewhat a-kin to all of them, from 
■whence it is called all-fpice. The more fragrant and (mailer they are, they are 
accounted the better.. . 

It is defervedly reckoned the belt and molt temperate, mild and innocent, of all 
•fpices, and fit to come into greater ufe, and to gain more ground than it has of the 
Eaft India commodities of this kind, almoff all of which it far furpalfes, by promoting 
the digeflion of meat, attenuating tough humours, moderately heating and flrengthening 
the ffomach, expelling wind, and doing thofe friendly offices to the bowels, which 
we expe£t from fpices. 

The wild cilinamon tree, commonly called, though falfly, cortex winteranus, grows 
in this ifland; its trunk is about the bignefs of the pieinento tree, and rifes twenty or 
thirty feet high, having many branches and twigs hanging downwards, making a very 
lovely top; the bark confiffs of two parts, one outward and another inward; the 
outward bark is as thin as a milled (hilling, of whitilh afh or grey colour with fome white 
fpots here and there upon it, and ieverai ffiallow furrows of a darker colour running 
varioufly through it, of an aromatic talte; the inward bark is much thicker than 
cinnamon, being as thick as a milled crown piece, fmooth, and of a whiter colour than 
the outward, of a much more biting and aromatic taffe, fomething like that of cloves, 
and not glutinous,like cinnamon, but dry and crumbling between the teeth; the 
leaves come out near the ends of the twigs, without any order, Handing on foot-ftalks, 
each of them two inches in length, and one in breadth ; near the end where broadelt 
and roughed:, being narrow at the beginning, from whence it augments in breadth to 
near its end, of a yellowifh green colour, fhining and fmooth, without any incifures 
about its edges, and fomewhat refembling the leaves of bay. 

The ends of the twigs are branched into bunches of flowers, Handing fomewhat 
like umbels, each of which has a foot-Halk, on the top of which is a caiix made up 
of fome little leaves, in which Hand five fcarlet or purple patala, within which is a large 
Hylix ; to thefe follow fo many calculated berries of the bignefs of a large pea, roughilh, 
green, and containing, within a mucilaginous pale green thin pulp, four black Ihining 
feeds of an irregular figure; all the parts of this tree, when frelh, are very hot, 
aromatic, and biting to the taHe, fomething like cloves, which is lb troublefoine, as 
fometimes to need the remedy of fair water. It grows in the favanah woods, very 
frequently on each fide the road, between Palfage Fort and the town of St. Jago de la 
Vega, The bark of the tree is what is chiefly in ufe, both in the Englilh plantations, 
between the tropics in the Welt Indies and in Europe, and is without any difficulty 
cured, by only cutting off the bark, and letting it dry in the lhade. The ordinary 
fort of people in the Welt Indies ufe it inftead of all other fpices, being thought very 
good to confume the immoderate humidity of the Homach, to help digeltion, and expel 
wind, &c. Rum loofes its difagreeable fmell if mixed with this bark. 

The true cortex winteranus, for which the druggifls fell this wild cinnamon, was 
brought by Captain Winter, who accompanied Sir Francis Drake in his voyage round 
the world from the Streights of Magellan. v 

There is plenty of cotton in Jamaica, and it is finer than that in the Carribbee 
iflands. The tobacco that was planted there was better than at Barbadoes; but there is- 
fo little, it deferves not the name of a commodity. Very good tanned leather is made 
there; the tanners have three barks to tan with, mangrove, olive barks,‘and another. 
They tann better than in England ; and in fix weeks the leather is ready to work into 
Aloes. There is abundance of dyers woods, as fuffick, red-wood, logwood, and others; 
?vith jfeveral forts of fweetwoods. The ifland abounds in drugs and medicinal herbs, as 
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guaiacum, china, farfaparilla, caflia, tamarinds, venilloes, many forts of miffclto; as alfo in 
falutary gums and roots ; the plant of which cochineal is made, grows in Jamaica j 
and yet the inhabitants, for want of knowledge h&w to cure it, make no advantage of 
it; befides the eaft wind blafts it fo, that it feldom or never comes to maturity. 

It is not doubted but that there are copper mines in the ifland; and the Spaniards fay 
the bells of the great church at St. Jago were made of Jamaica metal; it is fuppofed 
there are filver mines in it, as well as at Cuba, and on the continent; and there is a 
place in the mountains of Port Royal, or Caguag, where it is reported the Spaniards 
dug filver, but the Englifh have not been fo happy as to find it. The; Spaniards alfo 
found ambergreafe on the coaft, but the Englifh have not often had that good fortune ; 
yet fome years ago an ignorant fellow found 180 pound weight of ambergreafe caff 
upon the more, at a place called Ambergreafe Point, where the Spaniards came ufually 
once a year to look for it. . This vaft quantity was divided into two parts, fuppofed by 
rolling and tumbling in the fea; fome fay it is produced from a creature, as honey 
and filk; and Mr. Tredway, who viewed this piece, writes, he faw, in fundry places 
in this body, the beak, wings, and part of the body of the creature, which he preserved 
for fome time; he was alfo told by a man, that he had feen the creature alive, and 
believed they fwarmed as bees on the fea fhore, or in the fea; others fay it is the ex¬ 
crement of the whale, and others, that it iffues out of the root of a tree. 

But, after all, it is the fugar cane that is the glory of Jamaica, by which the inha¬ 
bitants have acquired fuch immenfe riches. It is generally faid, that the fugar from 
St. Chriflopher’s is the bell in the Leeward Iflands; but, I think, it is agreed on all 
hands, that the fugar made in Jamaica exceeds that of all our plantations, though it is 
made there with much greater eafe, fince it cures falter in ten days at Jamaica than in 
fix months at Barbadoes. There were in the year 1670 upwards of threefcore mills 
in Jamaica, which were computed to make about two millions of pounds weight of 
fugar; but fome writers tell us, they make ten times as much at prefent; whether 
that computation be right or not, is impoflible for me to decide; but this is certain, 
that there is ground enough unoccupied in that country to make much more, fince 
it is an hundred ^ud forty miles long and fixty broad ; and it contains, according to a 
moderate computation four millions of acres, of which, though there may be about 
one-fourtli in which Englifh fubjefts have property ; yet, it is certain, that not above a 
fourth of that fourth is a&ua’lly planted, and a great deal of this is employed to other 
purpofes, than that of raifing lugar. It is impoflible to fay precifely what quantity 
may be made here, becaufe feafons differ, and other accidents intervene; fome have 
thought they did not rife beyond the truth, in affirming, that it produces one hundred 
thouland hogfheads, which, though it appears a mofl prodigious quantity, yet there are 
many circumftances that concur to render it credible. As for the number of people in 
this ifland various computations have been made ; but according to the beft accounts I 
have been able to gain, there may be at this time, feventy thouland white people 
therein, and one # hundred and twenty thoufand negroes. 

We may from hence judge of the almoft inexpreflible advantages which this ifland 
affords to Great Britain ; for, as all our hiftories of Jamaica, and almoft every voyage 
thither, that has been printed, fpeak largely of the luxury and expence of all degrees 
of people there, which is a plain proof or their wealth and vaft acquifitions; fo we may 
reft fatisfied, that whatever fhew they may make, whatever appearance there may be of 
magnificence there; yet the real produce of all their labour, and of all their commerce, 
comes over here to Britain, and maintains and enriches tflle induftrious part of our 
people; fo that there can be nothing more abfurd or unreafonable, than to grudge or 
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envy the people fettled there, the great fortunes they acquire and poflefs, or to repine 
at the pomp and fplendor in which they live; becaufe, whatever it may be in 
appearance, it is perhaps an indifferent reward for their dwelling at fuch a didance from 
home, and for the hazards and labours they run through to acquire fuch fortunes, but 
this will appear much more clearly if we advert a little to the lituation of Jamaica, and 
confider the vail benefits that accrue from thence, in all times, and under all circum* 
ftances, of war as well as peace. 

As we are at prefent in the former fituation, wc will treat firft of that. There is 
conftantly in time of war a confiderable naval force kept here, and though this be 
attended with a great expence to the Britiih nation, yet it certainly is, or at lead ought 
to be, a great comfort to us, that our money is (‘pent with our countrymen, that it in* 
creafes the value of their plantations, and which is dill more to our purpofe, that, 
fooner or later, all that is Jpent and circulated there, by fome channel or other returns 
hither, fo that at the long run the nation lofes nothing by the vad charge foe is at in 
maintaining fleets upon this coad. We ought likewife to r ell eft, that in a time of war 
there are many prizes taken and carried into Jamaica, which makes an unufual and almoft 
incredible plenty of filver, and is the true caufe of the dearnefs and high price of 
neeeffaries in that country, all which alio in time conics over hither; fo that when 
we hear of vad efta’tes raffed there in a ihort fpace of time, it ought to afford us the 
highed fatisfaftion ; becaufe, thofe who make thofe large fortunes, or their immediate 
defeendants, come over hither, and either vdt their money in our funds or purchafe 
lands here. Thus, a date of war, which implies a lufpenfion of trade, produces few of 
the inconveniences that ufually attend fuch a fufpeniion ; becaufe in Jamaica, the very 
confequences of war become a kind of trade, and the wealth arifing from them takes 
the fame courfe, and runs in the very individual channels that any other trade would 
do, that is, they finally enrich and tend to the benefit of the mother country. 

But, in time of peace, befides what we draw from Jamaica, confidered barely in the 
light of a fugar plantation, we are to confider likewife whatever accrues to the inha¬ 
bitants from their intercourfe and dealings with other people, fince whatever they gain 
is for us ; and therefore, it may not in inis place, be improper to fay fomething of the 
trade carried on by the Englilh at Jamaica with the Spaniards on the continent, which is 
thus managed: the merchant or mailer of the Englilh foip bound for this voyage 
being furnifoed with a proper cargo of dry goods and negroes, commonly makes firft 
for the coaft near the harbour of lor to Bello; and in war at the Grout, within 
Monkey Key, a very good harbour, within four miles of the town; from thence it is 
ufual for the merchant or mailer of the foip to fend one who can fpeak Spanilh, as 
many of thefe traders do to the town, to give notice of her arrival to the dealers, who 
appoint the time and place for the Spaniards canoe to attend them; they come accord¬ 
ingly, and having purchafed as many negroes and as much dry goods as they think fit, 
they return to the town, fetch the money, bring it aboard, and take the goods. Here 
fuch a foip lies fometimes five or fix weeks trading with the Spaniards; for after the 
firft market is pretty well over, the dealers, who have loon information of her being on 
the coaft, come from Panama over the ilthmus to trade, travelling like peafants, with 
mules bearing their filver in jars ; and if any of the king’s officers meet them nothing 
appears but meal, which they pretend to be carrying to Porto Bello ; but for the molt 
part they travel through woods and bye-ways for fear of being difeovered by thofe 
offifet:^| When they hay bought what negroes and goods their money will purchafe, 
which J$ey foil again up in the country, and get very well by it; the goods are made 
tip inulittle pack! fit for one man to carry, and the Englilh lupply them with as much 

preufions 



OF THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA. 3*3 

provifions as will ferve them home, crofs the ifthmus to the South Sea, for they come 
very far off. 

A Angle familiar inftance will make all this'very plain. An Englifh (hip lying 
between Chagre and Porto Novo, a fignal was given from the caftle of Chagre, and fhe 
anchored two miles from it. The Spaniards came to her, and one merchant bought 
feventy negroes and a good quantity of dry goods, amounting to three or four thoufand 
pounds,'which was brought on mules to the water fide, part gold and part filver. 
From the Grout the Englilh fhip failed to the Brew near Carthagena, where file lay to 
trade with the merchants of that city, from which it is about eight miles diffant. The 
people of the ifland Brew gave their merchants notice of her arrival, and they came and 
traded as the others did at the Grout; this trading fhip in about two months difpofed of 
one hundred and fifty negroes, and a good cargo of dry goods, by which, probably, the 
proprietors cleared two thoufand pounds more than would have been got in any other 
market; a plain proof of the very great advantage of this trade between Jamaica and 
New Spain, of which we fee the Spaniards are fo fond, that they run as great hazard* 
in buying the merchandizes as the Englifh do in felling it to them. 

There is likewii’e in time of peace a great deal of money brought into Jamaica by the 
Afliento trade, or fale of negroes, granted to us by the Spaniards in the treaty of 
Utrecht, which, whatever it may be in other refpe&s, has certainly proved a very 
beneficial trade to that ifland. 1 have indeed heard fome very able and intelligent 
perfons intimate, that if inftead of erecting a new company for the management of this 
trade, it had been put into the hands of one already erefted, I mean the Royal African 
Company, it had prelerved that once famous corporation from falling into its prefent 
melancholy condition, as well as fecured much larger profits to the nation, which are 
things that deferve to be confidered before we fet in earned: about any negotiation 
with Spain, that we may indemnify ourfelves from the heavy Ioffes and vaft expences 
of this war by the fruits of a folid and well regulated peace ; which, without doubt, 
may be as eafily obtained as one of a loofer and more precarious nature; it being 
the intcreft of the Spaniards as well as of ourfelves, to have all matters fo adjuited, as 
to prevent not only wars, but difputes for the future. 

Before I quit this fubject I find it abfolutely neceffary to take notice of another 
branch of trade carried on from Jamaica, which has been made the fubjeft of much 
debate ; 1 mean the cutting 6f logwood in the bay of Campeachy. This matter came 
to be confidered with the utmoft care and circumfpeftion by the Board of Trade and 
plantations in the year 17x7, who folemnly reported that we had an undoubted right to 
that trade, in which the fubjetts of the crown of England had been maintained and 
fupported by former kings, his majefty’s royal predeceffors. They obferve, that 
logwood is the product of Jucatan, a peninfula that extends itfelf an hundred leagues 
into the North Sea, on each fide whereof are the bays of Campeachy and Honduras, 
where the wood is chiefly cut by the Englifh. 

The Spaniards are poffeffed only of the town of Campeachy, and two more fmatl 
places in this part of America, and that the reft of Jucatan was an uninhabited defart 
until our logwood cutters fettled at Cape Catoch, the north-eaft promontory of 
Jucatan, or at Trift, or the Laguna de Terminos in the bay of‘Campeachy, before, 
or in the yegir 1667, when a treaty of peace was concluded between Great Britain 
and Spain; and thereupon the privateers of Jamaica, who ufed to difturb the Spanifh 
trade, being obliged to quit that way of life, became logwood cutters, and fettled with 
others of their countrymen at Trift, and the Lake de Terijunos aforefaid, and great 
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quantities of logwood were afterwards imported from thence to Old and New 
England. 

They obferved that Sir Thomas Lynch, governor of Jamaica, under whofe direction 
that trade was carried on, in the year 1671, gave his majefty king Charles II. the 
following reafons for his encouraging this trade. 1 ft. That the Englifli had then ufed 
it for divers years. 2dly, That the logwood was cut in defolate and uninhabited 
places, gdly. That it was a right confirmed by treaty with the Spaniards. 4thly, That 
thereby wc excluded the French and Dutch from that trade. 5thly, That the 
Spaniards had not then made any complaint of it. Cthly, That this employment made 
the reducing our privateers, who ufed to commit hoftilities againft the Spaniards, more 
eafy. Laftly, that this trade employed an hundred fail of (hips annually, and en- 
creafed his majefty’s cuftoms, and the trade of the nation, more than any of his 
American colonies. 

Sir Thomas Modyford, the fucceeding governor of Jamaica, informed the lords of 
the privy council in the year 1672, that the Engliih logwood cutters had ufed that trade 
for three years, and that they had planted corn, and built houfes for their conveniency; 
and though they frequently hunted deer in the country, they had never feen a fingle 
Spaniard, or any other man in that part of the country, in all the time they had been 
there; and concludes, that their felling of wood, building of houfes, and clearing and 
planting the ground, was fuch a poffeflion, as in the Weft Indies gave them an un¬ 
doubted right to the countries they thus occupied. And Sir Thomas, to juftify his 
conduct in encouraging this trade, in the year 1672 (when the Spaniards firft com¬ 
plained of it) fent home the copies of feveral depofitions he had taken from the mafters 
of (hips, and others concerned in the logwood trade, with a proclamation he had iffued 
for the regulation and fecurity thereof, as a confirmation of what he had afferted ; 
and the lords of the council thereupon let the governor know that they approved what 
he had done. 

The lords commiftioners of trade further obferved, that there is a claufe in the 
abovefaid American treaty, which provides that the king of Great Britain fhall keep 
and pofl'efs, in full right of fovereignty and propriety, all places fituate in the Weft 
Indies, or any part of America, which he and his fubjefts were then in pofleffion of; 
and that they actually were then, and had been for feveral years in poffeflion of 
Trift and the Lake de Terminos, and feveral other places in the province of Jucatan, 
which the Spaniards began to fet up a title to about this time, notwithftanding they 
enjoyed the full benefit of what preat Britain ftipulated on her part, viz. ift, The 
fecuring the trade oi the Spaniih Weft Indies to them; a point which had never before 
been yielded. 2dly, The obliging the privateers to ceafe their depredations, whereby the 
Spaniih trade had been iniferably haraffed ; and this had been effected chiefly by the 
care of his majefty’s governors, and the employing thofe people in the logwood trade. 

That in 1680 the Spaniards proceeded in a hoftile manner to difpoffefs the Engliih 
logwood cutters of their fettleinents of Trift, &c. and even of the Ifland of Providence, 
a Britiih plantation to which they had no pretence; but thefe were foon repoffeffed 
by his majefty’s fubje&s, and the logwood trade, in 1682, was greater than ever, 
and was maintained and carried on by the Engliih, till the treaty of Utrecht 1713 ; 
when the adjuftment and fettlement thereof came again under confide?ation; and it 
was ftipulated that only fuch places ihould be reftored to the Spaniards, as had been 
taken <|*ring the preceding war, (in the reign of queen Anne), among which Trift 
could fSi be rjekoned ode, becaufe the Engliih were in pofleffion of it many years 

2*. before 



ok the Ingush in America. 


3*5 

before that war commenced, and, indeed, had been in the a&ual poffeflion ofit,from 
1699 to 171$, except for two or three months in the year 1689, when the Spaniards 
furprized and expelled them by force, as related above. 

They farther reprefented it by a claufe in the treaty of commerce concluded in No* 
vember 1713; the American treaty of 1670 is confirmed and ratified; and it was 
thereby declared that this fliould be underftood to be without prejudice to any liberty 
or power which the fubjedts of Great Britain enjoyed before, either through right, 
fufferance, or indulgence; and the Englilh having long enjoyed the liberty of cutting 
logwcxxl, whether through right, fufferance, or indulgence, they are by this treaty 
entitled to the fame in as plain and exprefs words as can be imagined. ’Then the Lords 
Commiflioners proceeded to (hew the importance of the logwood trade to Great Britain, 
by the following account of what logwood had been imported fince the late war: 


. 

Tons. 

Cwt. 

Qrs. 

lb. 

In 1713 

2189 

*5 

3 

22 

In 1714 

4848 

14 

3 

24 

In 1715 

5 86 3 

12 

1 

14 

In 1716 

2032 

*7 

2 

0 


*4935 

0 

3 

4 


This is, communibus amis , 3,741 tons, which cannot be computed at lefs than 60,000 1 . 
per annum, though the price is already reduced from 401. to 161. per ton; and before 
your majefly’s fubjedts were fettled there it was worth 100 1 . a ton. Nor is this trade 
lefs neceflary than beneficial to your majefty’s dominions, by reafon of the great encou¬ 
ragement it gives to our feamen and (hipping, which at all times require a particular 
attention; but now efpecially, when it is daily obferved that very many Britifh mari¬ 
ners, cither through defect of the laws, or for want of employment at home, or in 
hopes of greater advantage abroad, enter themfelves into foreign fervice. 

Upon the whole, they gave it as their opinion, that fome time before and long after 
the year 1670, the fubjedts of England were poffeffed of and quietly enjoyed part of the 
country of Jucatan, uninhabited by the Spaniards, and confequently the right of Britilh 
fubjedts to cut logwood, and even to fettle in that country, was not only certain and 
apparent, but was alfo fettled and confirmed by treaty. 

This rcprefentation is certainly more than fufficient to convince us here at home of 
our being well entitled to this trade; and therefore, it is a point that deferves to be 
maturely reflected upon, before any new negotiation for peace with the Crown of Spain 
is commenced ; for, without doubt, care ought to be taken that our right in this refpeft 
be acknowledged and admitted, in fuch exprefs terms, that hereafter no difputes may 
arife about it, or afford pretences for fitting out guarda coftas to impede and difturb our 
navigation. We know and have heard, what high and loud complaints were made 
againft the Mini^ry, in the reign of Queen Anne, for not obliging the French to 
reftore Cape Breton, and for not compelling the Spaniards to make fuch conceffions in 
favour of our trade as were neceflary for the carrying it on with fafety and advantage. 
But at prefent Cape Breton is ours, and the fuperiority of our naval force in the Welt 
Indies is fo great, that it would be certainly an unpardonable omiffion fhould there be 
any thing left to object on any of thefe heads for the future. The capital trade of this 
nation at prefent, that which employs molt fhips, moft feamen, and molt manufactures, 
is our commerce to our plantations; and therefore the touring, encouraging, and 
improving this commerceought to be the principal obje& of our ftatefmen j who, as they * 
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often lay heavy burdens upon the fubjecls to carry their projects into execution, fo they 
are in intereft and in confcience bound to pay the utmoft: attention to thofe points which 
regard the filling again the purfes of thofe to whom they have conftant recourfe for the 
public fervice. * 

* r 23. We have now gone through this fech'on, and have fhewn when, how, and with 
what views our fettlements within this period of time were made. It is eafy to perceive 
from thence what prodigious advantages have been derived from them to the people of 
this kingdom. If we confider that at the death of Queen Elizabeth we had not a fingle 
cottage erefted in America, and that at the time of the refforation of King Charles II. 
we had fettled from Nova Scoria to the utmoft bounds of Virginia, bolides peopling 
many of the iflands, it muft appear an amazing thing. The vaft change in our circum- 
flances in the fpace of fixty years, the mighty augmentation of our I hipping, the vaft 
increafe of our coin, and all the other certain and indubitably figns of an extended and 
profitable conrtnerce, fufficiently prove the value and importance of our plantations; 
for I make no fcruple of affirming that we owed them all to thefe. To fay the truth, 
the civil war which was fo ruinous and fatal to thefe kingdoms was, by the kind dif- 
pofition of Providence, highly ferviceablc to the plantations. In the firft ferment of 
the nation, we have feen that New England was planted and peopled as it were at 
once; and in fuccasding times, when the conftitution was overturned, and the loyal 
nobility and gentry, who were deprived of their eftates by thofe the fortune of war had 
made their mailers, and had not even the liberty of ftarving here in peace, Virginia 
and Barbadoes were their refuge ; there the wicked ceafed from troubling, and there 
the weary were at reft. The fpirit and vigour with which they fet about improving the 
places of their exile foon changed them into habitations of delight, and where they 
ooked only for a quiet and a bare fubfiftence, the bleffing of God upon their indullry 
sroduced them vaft eftates. 

We may fafely venture to affirm, that a little after the Reftoration the fugar colonies 
•ofe to their greateft height, Jamaica only excepted. Since then the tobacco colonies 
lave increafed greatly, and fo have the bread colonies likewife; for the reader is to 
abferve, that Jamaica, Barbadoes, and moll of the Leeward lllands, .are furnifhed with 
provifions from the northern colonies, and with garden fluff from the iflands of Ber¬ 
mudas. But it has fo fallen out, that though thefe colonies have fuch a natural depen¬ 
dence upon each other, yet complaints have arifen, and we have feen both fides appealing 
to the Britifli parliament, the o* i foi relief, and the other for prote&ion. The occa- 
fion of thefe difputes was this: 

A bill was brought into the Houfe of Commons on the petition of the merchants and 
planters concerned in the fugar colonies in the year 1731, for feeuringand encouraging 
the trade of the faid colonies. The intent whereof was to enable them to fupply foreign 
markets with fugar as cheap as the French, which they fuggefted might be done by 
prohibiting the exportation of horfes, provifions, and lumber, from our northern colo¬ 
nies on the continent of America to the French and Dutch plantatiops, and by prohi¬ 
biting the importation of all foreign fugar, rum, and moloffcs, to our northern colo¬ 
nies; for the permitting of this, they fuggefted, was giving the French and Dutch at 
baft: twenty-five per cent, upon the whole produce of their fugar colonies, and thereby 
enabled them to afford their fugar at foreign markets cheaper than our fugar colonies 
aiu It was finding them plantation neceffaries as well as money to pay for them; that 
a, the ftweign colonies paid our northern colonies for their horfes, provifions, and 
'"Hjfofri nuMnfles and rum, which otherwife the French muft throw away as they 
idrormerly. To induce the parliament to paf6 this bill, the fugar colonies endeavoured 
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to fhew the vaft importance thofe colonies are of to Great Britain, obferving that they 
produced, at an average, eighty-rive thoufand hogfheads of fugar annually at leaft, 
which, at ten pounds a hogfhead, amounted to eight hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. 
This fum, or tnuch the greatefl part of it, as they affirm, is fpent here by the feveral 
proprietors of eftates in the Weft Indies, who live in England, or is fent out annually 
in the manufactures of Great Britain, either direftly to the fugar colonies or to the 
Coaft of Guinea, to purchafe negroes for the ufe of thofe colonies. 

Befides this neat produce of lugar, another vaft advantage arifing from the fugar 
colony trade is the large number of ffiips and Teamen employed and maintained in the 
courfe of our cofnmerce with them ; and they calculate that there are ’three hundred 
fail of fliips fent from Great Britain (not to mention thofe from oth^j places) every 
year, to our fugar colonies, which are navigated by about five thoufand five hundred 
feamcn; and that the freight from the fugars brought hither amounts to an hundred 
and feventy thoufand pounds a year; and the duties, commillions, &c. to little lefs 
than two hundred thoufand pounds more, which upon the whole is a good one million 
two hundred thoufand pounds a year profit and advantage to Great Britain. But 
befides this confiderable article of fugar, they obierve that thefe iflands produce great 
quantities of cotton, ginger, indico, aloes, Su:. which art* all brought to Great Britain, 
where the whole profit of all our plantation product does and mult centre. They have 
been equal, they infill, to the mines of the Spanilh Weft Indies, and have contributed, 
in a particular manner, to the trade, navigation, and wealth of this kingdom. 

But at prefont they were in a very bad and languifiiing condition ; their duties high, 
their planters poor, their foil worn out, and their fortifications deftrovetl. They ob- 
ferve farther, that the French fugar iflands are much larger, more beautiful, better 
inhabited, pay lefs duties, and have greater encouragement from France than ours 
have from Great Britain. And that if our fugar iflands, for want of being put in a 
pofture of defence, fliould either be taken, as feme have been, or moulder and come 
to ruin, it would be one of the greateft blows this kingdom ever received, It would 
then lofe the benefit of all their product imported hither; it would iole the exports of 
our woollen and o.ther manufactures thither, to the amount of feveral hundred thou¬ 
fand pounds a year; it would lofe, in a great meafure, the trade to Guinea; it would 
lofe the employing and maintaining of many hundred Bririlh fliips, and many thoufand 
Britifh feamcn every year; and laltly, it would lofe one of the molt confiderable and 
main branches of our funds, the deficiency of which mult be made good, and the 
weight and burthen fall on our lands here at home. . 

To this bill, however, many objections were made by fuch as were employed here 
in behalf of the northern colonies, and amongft them the moft material were thefe; 
x ft. That fuch a prohibition as was defired by the bill would put the French upon Ap¬ 
plying themfelves with lumber from their own fettlcments, and the Britifh colonies on 
the continent would thereby lofe the trade in which many fliips and feamen were em¬ 
ployed. adly, That the Britifh colonies could not take off their Amber, or fupply 
them with runi for their fifheries, their trade with the Indians, and \v fiat they wanted 
in the harveft-tiine. 3dly, That the reftraining the northern colonies from dilpofing of 
their horfes, provifions, and lumber to the French and Hollanders, might draw them 
into employments prejudicial to Great Britain. 4thly, The Frenclx would diftil their 
moloffes themfelves, and Apply the fifheries with rum, if the northern colonies did 
not. 5thly, If the northern colonies did not take oft' the French fugars, they would 
carry them to market themfelves. 6thly, If the importation of French and Dutch rum 
and moloffes into New England was prohibited, and they could go to no other market 
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for rum, or fell their lumber and provifions any where elfe, the Englilh fugar colonies, 
like other monopolies, would exaft an unreafonable price'for their rum, and beat down 
the price of lumber and other goods as low as they faw fit. 7thly, That the French 
and Dutch colonies furnifh the northern colonies with money, which they bring to 
Great Britain and lay out in our manufactures. 8thly, That the luxury and extrava¬ 
gance of $he fugar colonies was the occafion of this decline. And 9thly, That the 
trade of the fugar colonies was Hill vaftly increafing; inftancing in Barbadoes, which, 
in the year 1730, imported twenty-two thoiifand feven hundred and fixty-nine hog- 
Iheads of fugqr into England, valued at .£340,396.; and that this was the neat 
profit they infilled, becaufe it was admitted that the rum and moloffes of fugar plan- 
tatidhs bear thecharges of them; the fugar planters therefore have no reafon to com¬ 
plain, when fo fmall an illand as Barbadoes produced fo vaft a neat profit. 

As there is nothing can contribute more to make this fubjed thoroughly underftood, 
and to point out effectually what the inhabitants of the colonies take to be their refpec- 
tive interefts, I think it will be neceffary to add the replies or folutions given by the 
friends of the fugar colonies to thefe objections. As to the firft, That the French, if 
not fupplied from the northern colonies, would fumilh their own fettlements with 
lumber, they faid, That the French could not be fupplied with lumber from their own 
fettlements •, or, if‘they could, it muff be at great charge and expence, fince the only 
places they can pretend to be fupplied from are Cape Breton and Quebec. Some 
indeed have gone fo far, and been fo extravagant, as to imagine that the French iflands 
may be fupplied with lumber from the bay of Apalachi, or the fettlement of Millifippi; 
but we mull confider that great fnows are neceffary for drawing down trees to the fides 
of rivers; and likewife (upon the fnow’s melting) for floating them down to the mills j 
and, if they had fnows, thefe countries do not produce any quantity of fuch kind of 
wood as is proper to work into lumber; nor have they any fuch mills, which are ex- 
penfive to build, and the labour and time required to manufacture fuch trees into 
lumber, would make it extremely dear to the French ; befides, the navigation to and 
from fuch places to Martinico, and the French iflands fo much to windward, would be 
fo difficult and long for fuch veffels as are proper to carry lumber,. by reafon of the 
calms, contrary winds, and ftrong currents againff them, that fuch a project would 
probably end in the ruin of the people concerned in it; which would put an end to fuch 
endeavours of the French. 

0 As 30 Cape Breton, though it has the advantage of fnows, yet it has no other con- 
veniency ; it produces little wood ? they have few rivers, and thole longer frozen and 
fooner dried than in New England; it is thinly inhabited, and is a final], and in that 
light but an inconfiderable illand, commodious only for filhing. And as for Quebec, 
allowing all the advantages the other places want, and all that our northern colonies 
have, with refpeft to wood and mills; yet the navigation of the river St. Laurence 
(which is practicable only a few months in the year) is fo very long and dangerous, 
that all the lumber from thence mull be exceeding dear; and though fome may think 
that thefe difficulties in time may be removed, and the navigation of the river become 
both fafe and eafy, it may be wilhed the French had no fupply of lumber till thefe 
difficulties were removed; for thofe difficulties mull always continue from the nature 
of the coaft, the rocks, Ihoals, and fands in that river, and from the inclemency of the 
air and other natural caufes; which will make that navigation for ever unfafe. If then 
the French cannot be fupplied with lumber, or at leall not upon any reafonable terms, 
how muclt%ill this give bur fugar colonies an advantage over the French ? But let us 
fuppqfe dWSutmoft-*n{l worft that can be; that they can be fupplied with lumber from 

their 
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their own fettlements; yet. What mu ft the lumber be bought with ? Not with rum 
and molofles, but with money. So that if this prohibition of foreign rum and molofles 
takes place, fo much will be loft to the French plantations, becaufe they can have no 
vent for their rum, as interfering with brandy, the product of France. 

But what ftronger argument can we have, that the trade carried on by fome of the 
northern colonies is a prejudicial trade, than the permiflion of it by the Ffench thein- 
felves ? They underhand the whole compals of trade perfectly well, and fteadily pur- 
fue their interefts; they know that their colonies either cannot be fupplied at all with 
horfes, lumber, and other neceffaries, or elfe they mult purchafe them at a great 
expence; they find they have them for rum and molofles, which is all clear gain to 
them ; that they fave at leaft twenty-five per cent, in having lumber and horfes fo con¬ 
veniently from the northern colonies ; and get twenty-five per cent, by their rum and 
molofles, which elfe would be all lofs to them; and what is more, they plainly per¬ 
ceive that this trade muft fliortly and effectually ruin and deftroy our fugar plantations, 
by inhancing the price of our plantation neceffaries, and flopping the product of our 
manufacture; however fpccious therefore the argument may be in favour of this trade, 
nothing lefs than a prohibition of horfes and lumber, as well as of foreign fugar, rum, 
and molofles, will be of any real fcrvice or benefit to the fugar colonies. 

For if you allow them to carry lumber, what muft they have in Exchange for it but 
fugar ? And how will it be poflible, on fo long a coal! as feven or eight hundred 
miles, as that of thofe northern colonies, where there are fo many bays, creeks, and 
rivers, and fo few officers to prevent the running of thefe goods, let your penalties be 
never fo ftrid. But it may be faid, perhaps, that France will allow them to carry their 
rum to their own fettlements on the Continent; but that is altogether as improbable and 
as unlikely as that we fhould fuffer Ireland to fupply our plantations with woollen 
manufactures. Thole colonies there are abundantly fupplied with brandy from France^ 
very cheap, and which is a Ipirit much better liked, and what they have bees 
ufed to. 

As to the fecond objection, that the Englifh fugar colonies cannot fake off the lumber 
they have, or fupply them with the rum they want, they anfwered, if the trade and 
navigation from the Britifh colonies on the Continent, to the foreign colonies, be preju¬ 
dicial to the fugar colonies and to Great Britain, and if the reftraining it will effectually 
diftrefs the French in the lugar trade, it ought to be prohibited, though fome few traders 
ffiall fuller hardfhips and inconveniency by it. As to difpofing ot their lumber, the- 
fugar colonies have more reafon to apprehend that they (hall find a'want of it, than that 
the New England people will have much upon their hands; at leaft, if what they fay 
be true and founded in fact. For we have for many years been alarmed with fcarcity of 
lumber in New England, and we have felt the elleCts of it in the advanced price we have 
paid for it for fome time, upon this pretence. Thofe who were principally concerned 
there, in the lumber trade, complained laft year, 1730, of the great want of oak and 
fir near the rivers^ on which their faw-mills ftand; and as they are reftrained by feveral 
acts of parliament from cutting the king’s trees, they will hardly be able to fupply us 
long with lumber, of private property, at any reafonable rate, which deferves con- 
fideration. The other part of this objection. That our fugar colonies are not able to 
fupply them with a fufficient quantity of rum, is as groundlefs as the former. A gen¬ 
tleman of diftindion, of St. Chriftopher’s, informed the committee, that himfelf made 
two thoufand gallons of rum a year, but that if he had encouragement he could make 
twenty thoufand gallons; and the other gentlemen of St. Chriftopher’s, Nevis, and 
Montferrat, who made little or no rum now, could make a very great quantity, if, there 
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■was a demand for it. Therefore the queftion that was alked by a New England gen¬ 
tleman, whether we have any rum left on our hands at the .end of the year, is not at all 
to the purpofe, though at firlt fight it 1‘eems fo. 

The diftillers in New England find this trade in fpirits, made of foreign moloffes, 
very profitable, and for that reafon raife objections which have nothing in them, in 
order to mafce Boffon the great ftaple of rum. For fiiould the prohibition take place on 
foreign rum and mobiles, then our fugar colonies might fend again their rum to Vir¬ 
ginia, Maryland, Carolina, and Newfoundland, as they did before, and fave the lives 
of many hundred of poor wretches, who, if this trade be not Itopped, will probably be 
deltroyed by this pernicious fpirit, made of foreign mobiles, which is very unwholefomc. 
If we fiiould admit, for argument lake, that the Fiench fugar colonies, and Surinam 
(belonging to the Dutch) do take,off one half of the New England lumber (which by 
the way is more than can be proved), the deficiency then of the demand of lumber will 
be one moiety. Now if it can be proved that the Britilh fugar colonies, upon a proper 
encouragement, might be improved fuflicicntly to make as much more rum and fugar 
as they now do, it will follow that the Britilh fugar colonics may take oil' all the New 
England lumber. 

Barbadoes is allowed to be at its perfedion, and perhaps incapable of being farther 
improved, fo as to iircreafe its annual product of fugar and rum. Antigua is capable 
of farther improvements, and may enlarge its produd of fugar, according to the belt 
computations, at leaft, one fifth part per annum ; as to the produd ol rum there, it may 
certainly be enlarged near one half upon proper encouragement, for the rum it now 
makes is not quite one half of its produd of fugar ; that is to lay, if Antigua makes 
twenty thoufand hoglheads of fugar per annum, its produd of rum is not quite ten 
thoufand. But it is evident from the experience of Barbadoes, that out of twenty thou¬ 
fand hoglheads of fugar, there ought to be made near fourteen thoufand hoglheads of 
rum. And this increafe, both of fugar and rum, would certainly be made if there was 
proper encouragement. Montferrat, Nevis, and St. Chriftopher’s, for want of encou¬ 
ragement, do not make one hoglhead of rum for three hoglheads of fugar. Whereas, 
it is evident, by the experience of Barbadoes, that three hoglheads of fugar ought to 
produce two hoglheads of rum; confequently the produd of rum in thele three illands 
might be, upon proper encouragement, cncreafed to as much more as it now is. Add 
to this, the improvement to be made in thole illands, by which the quantity of fugar 
would be encrcafcd. It will folic .v Hill larthor, that the quantity of rum which thofe 
islands are capable ofmaking, would be as much more as they now make, and confe¬ 
quently the demand for lumber would be proportionable. Jamaica, the largelt of all 
ihe Britilh fugar colonies, is yet but in its infancy ; having now as much land unculti¬ 
vated as would produce above three times its preient produd if cultivated, as it certainly 
would be upon proper encouragement. 

But farther it appeared by the cuilom-houfe books, that all the Britilh fugar colonies 
do produce about one hundred thoufand hoglheads of fugar per annum; and they 
ought, in proportion, to make about ftventy thoufand hoglheads of rum; a quantity 
more than fufficient to fupply the New England filhery and Indian trade, even according 
to their own computation. But the prefent produd of the fugar colonies, under all 
the incumbent disadvantages, is. more than they of New England can prove,to be necef- 
fary to both thofe trades; nay, on the contrary, they will have a proof fooner than 
delired, that tJteir filhery and Indian trade do not take off' one half of the rum now 
actually mad^Ufthe fugarfooIonics. South Carolina trades with eight thoufand Indians, 
and yqjt nine taifedred Jjpglheads is the moll they ever imported in one year, both to 

a* ivpply 



OF , THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA. 


33 * 


fupply their home confumption, all their trade with thefe eight thoufand Indians, and 
to trade to other ports with ; and yet this is a colony that is the hotteft, has the larged 
harveft of rice, 8cc. and is not fo well fupplied'with beer, &c. as the other northern 
colonies; fo let us allow this colony of South Carolina thefe nine hundred hogfheads; 
North Carolina one thoufand hogfheads; Virginia and Maryland three thoufand hogf- 
heads; New York and Philadelphia four thoufand hogfheads; Rhode Ifland and New 
England ten thoufand; which calculations both by their refpeftive cuftom-houfe ac¬ 
counts, and by the greateft eftimates that ever have been made, are too large, and yet 
the whole amounts but to eighteen thoufand and nine hundred hogfheads; whereas the 
fugar colonies produce forty thoufand, and might fifty-five thoufand hogfheads. It 
was obferved all'o, that the New England people thus taking from the French their 
moM'es, rum, and fugar, and fupplying all the other northern colonies, as well as 
Newfoundland, Great Britain, Ireland, and Africa, with large quantities thereof, was 
a very great hurt to the revenue; for if thefe places were not thus fupplied, they muft 
be fupplied by our own fugar colonies, and then every thoufand pounds value of rum 
or mobiles of our own growth inufl pay his majefty a duty of forty-five pounds, and 
every thoufand pounds value of fugar a duty of one hundred and twenty pounds. It 
might have been added, that it was likewife a great hurt to the trade and navigation 
of this kingdom, as well as to the fugar colonies, that we cannot*fupply tliofe places 
with rum, fugar, and molafles of our own growth, and in fltips and velTels of this king¬ 
dom, without the difadvantage of paying for our rum and molafles a duty of four and 
a half per cent, when New England can fupply all the markets with rum, fugar, and 
mobiles, of foreign growth, without paying any of thefe duties. Was it not for this 
advantage they have over us, a great many of our veifels that niifs a freight of fugar 
in the Weft Indies for London, would take feme rum, molafles, and fugar, and go to 
Newfoundland and barter it for fifli or oil, and then proceed to fome other market 
with it, and might probably employ themfelves to advantage, or might, with a little 
rum, fugar, and molafles, go to North Carolina, &c. and barter them for a cargo of 
pitch, tar, and Ikins, and bring them to Great Britain. 

As to what is jillqdgcd, that the reftraining the northern colonies from the difpofing 
of their horfos, provifions, and lumber to the French and Hollanders, might put them, 
upon fome employment prejudicial to Great Britain, it is anfwercd. That it hath been 
/hewn already, that there is more reafon to fear the iflands will not be fupplied with 
lumber as they ought to be, than that the northern colonies will want a vent for their 
lumber; but if the Britifh colonies could not take off their lumber, they might fend it 
to Spain or Portugal, or to Great Britain, where it might be imported duty-free. They 
might employ themfelves in railing naval ftores; the Government hath given them a 
large bounty upon that trade, which would be of vail advantage to our navigation, and 
fave the nation three or four hundred thoufand pounds a year, which is fent out 
annually to purchafe naval ftores with from the north. But this favourite trade with 
the foreign fugar colonies hath diverted them from that excellent defign, to the enrich¬ 
ing of the French, and to the great prejudice and almoft ruin of our own. As to the 
fourth objection, That the French would diftil their molafles themfelves, and fupply 
the fifheries with rum, if the northern colonies did not; it was anfwered. That the 
French diftil but very little rum at prefent, and know little of the matter; worms, 
ltills, and other diftilling utenfils coft a great deal of money ; and this inufl be a work 
of time and very great expence; however, a poflibility of an inconvenience that might 
happen, ought not to have that regard paid .to it as to prevent our colonies from being 
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relieved in a point fo very prejudicial to them, as well as to the malt fpirits of Great 
Britain, with which their fifheries were formerly fupplicd. t 

To the 5th, That if the northern colonies did not take off the French fugars, they 
would carry them to other markets theinfelves; it was anfwered, the French do already 
carry many fugars to foreign markets; if fo, they may fell to advantage, and the fur- 
plus which foreign markets will not take off, goes to our northern colonies to purchafe 
what is abfolutely neceffary for them, and what they could not have conveniently from 
any other place ; but even here the profit of the freight is gained not by Great Britain, 
but by the northern colonies only ; which is a very l'mall advantage in comparifon of 
the damage dofie by this means to our fugar colonies, efpecially as the French can 
afford their fugars cheaper than ours, and as the high duties paid for fugars in our 
plantations, make it impofliblc for us to vend any to the northern colonies. 

To the next obje&ion, That if the importation of French and Dutch rum and 
molaffes was prohibited, and they could have none but what they bought of the Englifh 
fugar iflands, or fell their lumber and provifions any where elfe, then the Englifh iflands 
would fet what price they pleafed upon their rum, and beat down the price of their 
lumber and other goods as they thought fit; it was anfwered, if the cafe was as the 
objection ftates it, the Britifh fugar colonies would be only upon a level with New 
England; for, as that place is the only market from whence lumber is imported to the 
fugar colonies, New England, by a parity of reafon, is a monopoly of the lumber 
trade, and therefore does exact in the price of its lumber. But this is not, nor ever 
can be the truth of the cafe, either with regard to New England or the fugar colonies; 
for as in a place of fuch extent as New England, where the lumber trade is carried on 
by a multitude of people, with a view to each trader’s faparate intereft, a monopoly of 
lumber cannot properly be made; fo in the fugar colonies that lie at a vaft diftance 
from, and are rivals to each other, by the production of the fame commodities, a mo¬ 
nopoly is impracticable. The New England traders have no Icls than fix Britifh iflands 
to go to for rum and molaffes; each of thefe iflands is as independent on the other in 
its polity as diftant in fituation. There is little or no intercourfe, and lefs commerce, 
between thofe of them which are fituated the neareft, and no intercourfe at all between 
the remoteft of thefe iflands; becaufe the produce of them all being the fame, there 
can be no exchange of commodities, and confequently no commerce or intercourfe. It 
follows, therefore, where there is no intercourfe there can be no combination, no mono¬ 
poly. On the contrary, each ifland is a rival to its neighbour, producing the fame 
commodities, and will in common prudence ufe all proper means to have its full /hare 
of trade; to which end nothing can be more conducive than to fell its produce at the 
cheapeft rate poffible. 

As to the leventh objection, that the French and Dutch colonies furnifhour northern 
colonies with money, which they bring to Great Britain, and lay out in our manufac¬ 
tures, they anfwered, That there is no money among the French and Dutch fugar 
colonies. How therefore they can bring money from places where there is not enough 
for the common ufes of life among the inhabitants, is a paradox which they muff ex¬ 
plain before the world will take it upon their word. If then that affertion be not 
founded on truth, it follows that they do not lay out money brought from thefe places 
in the manufactures of Great Britain; their traffic for fiffi in the Streights (a trade in 
which they have fupplanted Great Britain) may furnifh them with money, but we deny 
that fuch money is laid out by them in the manufactures of Great Britain. On the 
contrary, at is to be prefumed, that their money is laid out with the French and Dutch 
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in Europe for Eaft India goods, French lilks, and other foreign commodities ; for, as 
it appears by their own evidence, at the bar of the Houfe or Commons, they import 
fuch wares into New England ; and we muft fuppt/fe they pay for them in money or 
fifli, till they can prove that lumber is a valuable commodity in France and Holland. 
But fuppofing the New England people do lay out their produft of fiflt in Britiih 
manufactures, is that a fufficient compenfation to Great Britain, for robbing her of the 
filh trade to the Streights ? Do not the New England people, by their cohfeffion, 
acknowledge by implication, that they reap the profit of it both in navigation and trade 
up the Streights, which ufed to be enjoyed by Great Britain itfelf? What advantage is 
it to Britain to have this money laid out in her manufactures ? Would *it not be a far 
greater to be the carrier of thefe manufactures to the Streights, and to bring home this 
money in her own fhips, navigated by her own failors ? 

The inhabitants of the fugar colonics, it is faid, are very rich and very luxurious. 
That the produCt of thefe colonics are of the richeft fort, and a mine to,Great Britain, 
is allowed, and has been fully proved ; but that the proprietors of the foil and manu¬ 
factures are far front being rich, is evident from the proofs already made to the par¬ 
liament, that they do not clear five findings for every hundred pounds weight of fugar 
they make. This the New England traders would think but a moderate profit upon 
one of their fliort voyages ; but it is too much for an inhabitant of,the fugar colonies, 
who runs infinitely more rifle in the heat of the torrid zone, does the duty, and is liable 
to run the hazard of a camp in the time of war, and in time of peace live the hardeft life 
of all the inhabitants under the fun. That this is truly the cafe of the planters in the 
fugar colonies, all mankind that are acquainted with them will atteft; but it may be 
evinced from the? nature of the Weft Indian eftatc itfelf, which is fubjed to ruin by the 
French, to fire f ront the coinbuftible nature of the fugar-canes, which are its produCt; 
f ront the vaft expence of materials and edifices for making fugar and rum, and from the 
like expence in negroes, cattle and mules; from the rifk of mortality in this part of their 
property, which is always half the value of a well fettled plantation: and laftly, the 
expence of feeding, the care, anxiety, and prudent condud of governing two or three 
hundred negroes, with ftriCl juftice and humanity, and with advantage to himfelf, is the 
llation of a planter; and is not this aftation that requires as much fortitude, induftry, and 
economy, as catching filh, or buying {kins from the Indians of New England ? In fliort, 
without a good {hare of all tin/qualifications neceflary to condud an affair, the moft com¬ 
plicated in its nature, furrounded with difficulties and hazards, and in which the niceft 
economy and order muft be obferved, it is impoflible a planter fhould reap any profit 
from his eflale; therefore, if planters are rich, they muft be the beft economifts, and the 
moft induftrious men in the world, and therefore deferve what they acquire. 

To the ninth objedion, that the trade of theEnglifli fugar colonies is at prefent vaftly 
profitable; for the little ifland of Barbadoes in the year 1730 imported twenty thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty nine hogfheads of fugar, of which they made .^340,396. clear 
profit. It is admitted to be true, when rum and molafles bear a reai'onable price; 
then a plantation* may, with the niceft economy, pay its own charges out of thofe 
articles. But if the New England traders take rum from foreigners, and molafles to be 
diflilled into rum by themfelves, then the rum and molafles will be fo far from bearing 
fuch a charge, that on the contrary, they will bear no price at all; but the molaffcs 
muft be given to the hogs, as the French ufed to do, until New England taught them 
how to make a bettor profit of it. Have not then the Barbadians reafon to complain ? 
By the afliftance ofthe New England traders the French nojw have that great advan¬ 
tage, and the French plantations are now increaled above one third of the annual 
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valuer purely by that pernicious trade. This increafe to foreigners is a proportionable 
diminution of our own fugar colonies, and confequently 4 difadvantage to Great Britain. 
But is the produft of that little illaftd Barbadocs no lefs than <£340,396. brought into 
the ports of Great Britain in one year, what a fountain of treafure muft this be to 
the kingdom, even by the confeffion of the enemies to our Britilh fugar colonies ? Do 
therefore the New England traders imagine that the parliament of Great Britain will 
facrifice* this immenfe treafure to the advantage of a few New England diltillers ; of 
if it was a difadvantage to all New England (from whence Great Britain derives no 
Advantage in comparifon of that), would it not be juit policy to fupport the fugar 
colonies ? but 'when the prefent oppofition is considered, as founded on a trade with 
the French, The natural and implacable enemies of this kingdom, what honeft Englilh- 
man will look upon it but with difdain? efpecially after it has appeared evident from 
reafon, from undoubted teftimony, and even by the implicit confeffion of the New 
England people concerned in this oppofition, that the French have increafed one third 
per annum in their wealth by this very trade; that our fugar colonies have declined in 
proportion, as has been proved already; and to complete the misfortune, the New 
England traders have drained even the Britifli fugar colonies of all their current cadi, 
for no other purpofe but to purchal'e molofles and rum of the French. This is a faft 
known by all the inhabitants of the fugar colonies, who are ready to prove it in the moll 
folemn manner. 

The two houfes having heard the feveral facts ftated, with the proofs; and con- 
fidered the arguments and inferences drawn from them, palfed an ait of the following 
tenor : That after the 25th of December 1738, there ftiouid be paid a duty of nine-pence 
a gallon for all rum and fpirits made in the plantations, not fubjeit to Great Britain, on 
the importation of them into any of the Britifli plantations; that fixpence a gallon 
fhould be paid for all foreign molofles and fyrups imported, and five fliillings for 
every hundred weight, Englifli money, for fugar and paneles imported ; and that no 
fugar, paneles, fyrups or molofles, fhould be imported into Ireland, unlefs (hipped in 
Great Britain. And an allowance of two fliillings per hundred weight more than 
heretofore granted, on the exportation of refined lugars. But the importation 
of Spanifh or Portuguefe fugars into Great Britain is ftill permitted by the 
faid aft. 

Since the aft, the merchants and planters concerned In the Britifli fugar colonies 
preferred a petition to the Houfo of Commons, letting forth, that by two afts of 
parliament paflfed in the 12th and 2 2d of Charles II. the inhabitants of the faid 
colonies were reftrained from fending fugar to foreign markets before they are firft 
landed in Great Britain. That how prudent foever this -reftraint mgy have been at 
the time the fugar trade in the Weft Indies was entirely in our hands, yet now our 
fugar iflands are in a declining condition, from the increafe of the French fettlements, it 
would be highly beneficial not only to them but to Great Britain, to put the Britifh 
fubjeft in a capacity of difputing foreign markets with the French, and to permit him 
to carry his fugars earlier and cheaper to thole markets than he can do, under the 
reftraint aforefaid. That the fugar colonies import yearly into this kingdom fugar 
enough for our home confumption, and alfo a large furplus for re-exportation to 
foreign parts; but the demand from abroad, has greatly decreafed within thefe few 
years, and the markets for that commodity have been foreftailed by. the French, not 
only to the prejudice of the fugar trade but alfo of the general tipde of Great Britain, 
which muft affeft the balance thereof. That if Britilh Ihips were permitted to go to 
^eeign markets under proper reftriftions, without unloading here, the whole charge, 
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and in a great meafure the rifle, of a double voyage would be faved; and the obliging 
fuch Ihips to return to Great Britain, unload, and take their clearance here, before their 
proceeding on another American voyage, would be attended with this further good .. 
efFeft,,that they muft afford to carry freight at the cheapeft rates, or return home 
empty; ib that this regulation would extend our navigation, and contribute to make us 
1 he carriers of Europe, without perjudicing the revenue, all the duties on fugar being 
drawn back on the re-exportation of it to foreign parts. For thefe reafons the petitioners 
prayed that liberty might be granted of carrying Britifh fugar from our fugar colonies 
in America dire&ly to any foreign markets to the fouthward of Cape Ffoifterre, upon 
the fame conditions that the people of Carolina are permitted to carry their rice to the 
laid markets, and alfo carrying fuch fugars to any foreign markets to the northward of 
Cape Finifter re, after firft touching at Great Britain, before they proceed on another Weft 
India voyage. But the great tendernefs parliament has always had for the famous ad of 
navigation, has prevented thefe indulgences from being granted, that might otherwife 
perhaps have been yielded to in behalf of the fugar colonies. 

But the prefent war with France will afford the bell means of coming at the truth, 
in refped to the fads aliened in the papers before-mentioned ; and therefore, whenever 
a general peace flail 1 be made, and parliament is at lcifure to look into affairs of this 
nature, we have all the reaibn in the world to exped that this commerce will be put 
upon fuch a foot as that the inhabitants both of Great Britain and the plantations, 
may reap from it the greateft advantages poffible. In order to this, the intelligent 
reader will eafily difeern that the following fteps are neceflary. In the firft place, 
due care muft be taken to give the inhabitants of the fugar colonies all the relief" that 
is poffible from any hardfhips of which they have, or with good reaibn might have 
complained ; fuch as heavy and exorbitant Hilaries to their governors, large furns levied 
upon them, without being applied for their fervice, and the difficulties they are under, 
in obtaining fpeedy and effedual juftice, when perlbns in public ftations are inclined 
to extend their power too far, with a view to promote their private intereft. They 
Jhould likewife have all poffible encouragement given them for recovering their foreign 
trade, and beating,out the French and other nations who have interfered in it; fince, 
in regard to both heads, it ought to be confidcrcd that the public benefit, that is to 
fay, the enriching the fubjeds of Great Britain by the balance of trade in general, is 
the great point to be held in view ; from the attaining of which, all other incidental 
advantages, fuch as advancing the revenue of the crown, enriching particular families, 
and railing private fortunes, would certainly and . neceffarily follow, without their 
entering at all into the motives upon which laws for the good of the plantations are 
enaded. For if it could be fence brought about, that either the old markets for fugar 
were retrieved or new ones opened, there is no doubt that Jamaica and other iflands, 
where there are lands fit for that purpofe uncultivated, would be more fully planted, 
the inhabitants become more numerous, and their demands from Great Britain con- 
fcquently larger than they are at prefent. On the other hand, the fame care, the fame 
diligence and alacrity are requifite, with regard to the colonies on the Continent; 
but, at the fame time it ought to be remembered, that whatever is done to promote 
the welfare and trade of the fugar colonies, muft neceffarily tend to the benefit and 
advantage of tfie plantations on the Continent, which f upply the fugar colonies with 
lumber, and other things requifite for the carrying on their trade ; and if, befidesthis, 
ways and means could be found to open new channels for the benefit of thefe colonies 
alfo, it ought molt certainly to be dpne. 
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' We havS fp&tf£a gr^% 4 of time indeed in furveying thus far jdKjl^^^oflgr. 
Wfy in the Wen Indn^bittlh a work of this nature time could 'jrnt well 
temiHhey are, if I be alldwed the expreflion, the pacific' conqudis ( br 
#a^Lv Territories acquired,'and for themoft part, at lead, acquired •*itho\^f^^g 
bmSfi, which thews that induftry is as capable of rendering a nadon povr^rol;^ a 
"jMfft of war j and that a martial is not a more noble than a trading fpirit, Whatjs 
^gained by one war is frequently loft by another; and even while it is kept, the isiq>d|& 
created by a difputed title are greater than the value of the poffeffion; but what 
becomes ours, by this method of planting, remains always ours, and pafles without 
d^ate to our pofterity, the very power by which we acquire it i'ecures its continuance, 
ind the longer we hold fuch acquifitions the more valuable they are rendered, and 
#e more elettually annexed to our empire. They are out-works well garrifofted, 
. which yet put us to little or no expence; they are diftant; dominions, and yet clofely 
^eonne&ed to us by the commerce which they create; they are continually drawing people 
without prejudice to their mother country, becaule the more populous they grow the 
greater their demands from hence, consequently the quicker our trade here, which 
will always bring over hither people from other countries. o 

We may therefore fafely affirm, that nothing can be of fuch confequenee to 
Britain as the improvement of her colonies ; and which, at the fame time, is a confi- 
deration that mud powerfully recommend this to our attention, that it lies wholly in 
pur power. We may be difappointed in our views, with refpeft to other branches of 
trade, by the intrigues of our enemies, or from the want of a right difpofition in our 
friends, but with regard to this great branch of our commerce, nothing can injure, 
nothing can difappoint us, nothing can abridge or defeat our fucceffes therein, if we are 
not wanting to ourfelves. We can, from our plantations, bring moft of thofe com¬ 
modities that are requifite for the fupport of our foreign commerce; and this is, as 
well, or rather better, than if we had them here at home; we can, from our colonies. 


fupply ourfelves with thofe neceflaries, for want of which only foreigners coltid 
diftrefs us, fuch as iron, plank, hemp, pitch and tar, and if we fo pleafed there are 
few things we might not fetch 'from our plantations; fmee, it is certain, that indigo, 
cochineal, and filk, might be had from our fouthern colonies, and many things from 
our northern fettlements, that have never been fo much as talked of, but might be 
eafily' dHcovered, ifmen well verlcd in minerals and metal!; were fen t thither. In a word, 
thfe rotations were an honour of the laft age, and fhould be our ftudy to make 
th«tf|be*glory of this. 
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CHAPTER III. 

AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE BRITISH SETTLEMENTS IN AMERICA, 

FROM THE RESTORATION OF KING CHARLES II. TO TIIE REVOLUTION. 

• 

i. A ftccinft Account of commercial Affairs at the King’s Return , and of the 
Circum/ianecs that favoured the fettling new Colonies. — 2. The State of the Country now 
ended Carolina , from the. Time of its fhjl Difeovery to the granting of it to the Lords 
Proprietors by King Charles II. and thence to the Surrender of that Patent. —3. A 
jhert Deferiptm cf the Country of Carolina, and .he principal Places in that Colony .— 
.1, An Ac:sunt of the Produce, People , Commerce, Shipping and Importance of this 
('.deny to the lintifh Nation. —5. The Grant cf the (//and of Antego to Lord Willoughby, 
the planting tint [/!.>>'•/, its Produce, Commerce ami Shipping. —6 . The Conqucjl of 
Nova Belgia frvu t< c Dutch , the Grant of that Country to the Dul:b of York, whence is 
cL rived its prcful Name of New York, and a Defence of our Title to that Plantation.— 
7. An Account of that Country, its Situation, Climate, and Product. —8. Of its Trade , 
Intcnjh, and Importance to Great Britain. —9. The Grant of the Eaji and Wcjl Jerfeys 
to f veral Proprietors, and the Extent, Product and Trade of theft Plantations.— 
to. The Settlement of the Iff and of Neva Providence and the Bahama (/lands, their 
prefeui Situation, and the Advantages that may he expedit'd from them. —11. An 
An count of the Char, r granted to the 1 InJfen's Bay Company for facilitating the Dif¬ 
eovery of a Nia-ih-wejl PafJ'agi, and of the Settlements that have bicn made under it .— 
12. The Motives upon which were founded the Grant of the noble Country of Pen- 
fv.hania to William Penn, Efq. by King Claries II. —13. An Account of the Extent, 
Climate, Sod, If reduce, anil State cf that Jl Tariffing Colon.-. —14. The Commerce, 
InLr.jh, and Importance of Peufylvania to Britain. —15. Remarks and Obfervations 
on the foregoing Events. 

1. A T the time King Charles II. returned to the pofl’clhon of his dominions, the 
J \ nature of trade and the importance of the plantations were generally underlined, 
and by very few better than the king himfelf, who 'had a head mighty well turned for 
the comprehending whatever related to maritime affairs ; had improved his notions on 
that lubjeiff in Holland, and had eonverfed much with perfons of quality and character, 
who had found it neceffary to feck Ihelter lo>m their enemies in thofe parts of the 
world. We need not wonder, therefore, that foon after the Reltoration various 
fchemes were let on loot for enlarging, and effedually peopling the colonies already 
planted in America, as well as for fettling new colonies in fuch places as were not 
already occupied by our own or any other European nation. The king was advifed by 
Rune, and folicited by others, to grant charters to new colonies from various motives. 
Prince Robert, or as we ufually call him, Prince Rupert, Duke of Cumberland-, who 
had fpent lbme years in America, had great notions of raifmg a naval ftrength there, 
capable of diftrefling the Spaniards, and of obtaining a fhare of the gold and filver 
they bring from thence. He was likewife perfuaded, that there were very rich mines 
vol. xii. xx * in 
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in Florida, and was therefore for promoting, at any rate, difcoveries and fe'ttlements in 
that country ; theEarl of Clarendon,Lord Afhley, and fcveral others of his firft miniftry, 
confidered things in a very different light: they thought that plantations might be 
made ufeful drains for carrying off warm and turbulent fpirits; and that by granting 
liberty of confcience there to all the different feds who were retrained at home, they 
might fecure peace in Britain, and at the fame time procure vaft profit from America; 
for it was a fettled maxim with them, £ that indulfry was the befit cure for enthufiafm 
which experience Ihewed was extremely well founded. 

There were fome other reafons that contributed not a little to render projeds of 
this nature acceptable to the king; for at that time there were numbers of people 
that wanted fome effablifliment of this kind for their fupport, and whom it was much 
eafier to difpofe of in this manner, than to find means of rendering them eal'y and 
content at home. As, for inilance, multitudes of royalifts who were undone by the 
war, and who feeing the luccefs that had attended the planters in Virginia and Barba- 
docs, were better pleafed to feek new fortunes in the Weft Indies, than to continue 
in a Hate of indigence and neceffity in England. Many likcwifc of the army that had 
been lately diibanded, were alfo inclined to take the fame method for obtaining a 
comfortable fubfiltance ; and were not afraid of danger and fatigues abroad, to which 
they had been long inured at home. There were a third fort, of people who, either 
from a diiaffeftion to the government then newly re-cllablilhed, or for fear of being 
called to an account for what they had done in former times, were very willing to 
tranfport themfelves into thele diffant parts of the king’s dominions, that they might 
have a chance of raifing eftates there, and at the fame time be fecure from any after 
reckonings for what, during our long feene of public confulions they had been doing 
here; we need not wonder therefore, that as foon ns the government was a little 
fettled, many propofals fhould be made for gratifying the friends to the government, 
who had very high pretenfions to the royal favour, with grants in America, which 
colt the crown nothing, and which afforded probable means of inriching particular 
perfons at the fame time that it opens a lure and certain means of extending the 
power, increafing the trade, and augmenting the wealth of the nation. We may add, 
that befides all thefe reafons, expedients, and advantages, there were likewife fome 
of neccfiity ; for it was evident even to fuel) as were no great politicians, that if fome 
meafures were not taken to prevent it, the Dutch and otlyjr foreigners,would infallibly 
fix themfelves in thole countries which belonged of right to this crown, and which had 
been hitherto neglected; and 'herefc.e it was very wifely judged, that the plantations 
firlt lettled. Humid be in thofe parts* of the continent that were in moft danger of falling 
into the hands of other nations. 

Upon thefe conlidcrations, therefore, the adminiftration liflened very willingly to a 
propofal that was made within two years after the king was reftored, for planting the 
country now known by the name of Carolina; which feemed the more worthy of 
being fecured, as lying indifputably in the fined: climate in the world; and thereby 
protnifing the higheft advantages to that European nation which fhould fettle and 
cultivate it. Neither was it at all improbable, that when the property of this country 
was once fixed by a charter from the crown, and large privileges offered to fuch as 
would go thither and fettle, it might be very foon peopled ; fince amongft the many 
things for-which that country was undoubtedly fit, they were likely to fall upon foine- 
what that might fupport and maintain them ; it is true that many things were given out 
of the country at that time, which have not hitherto been verified by experience; but. 

a* then. 
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then, as we fhall (hew hereafter at large, it feems to be rather imputable to the want of 
induftry and application in the inhabitants, than to any defect in the foil or dimate : 
but to have juft notions of this, and from thence 10 form a right idea of the value of this 
noble country, than which the globe affords not a better, it is neceffary that we fhould 
enter into a few particulars, that we may thoroughly apprehend by what right wc poffefs 
it ; how it came to be abandoned by another nation that feized it while unoccupied by 
us ; after what manner our firft plantations were made ; what great changes have hap¬ 
pened in the conftitution of the colony ; tile ftate it is in at prefent ; the benefits which 
Great Britain reaps from it, and what reafonable hopes there are, that it may yet turn 
more to our advantage. Of all which heads we fhall treat as clearly and ns concifely as it. 
is poflible. 

2. The country of Carolina is part of that vaft region of North America which was 
formerly comprehended under the name of Florida, a name bellowed by John Ponce 
de Leon, in the Year 1512; of whofe adventures and difeoveries we have already 
fpoken largely : He advanced, however, no farther northwards than the river of 
St. Marheo, and therefore it is plain, that the Spaniards never had any juft title to 
Carolina : But it is, however, very true that they flattered themfelves, that his having 
touched upon this continent, gave them a right to it; which notion,,, if well founded, 
would give us a better right, fince Sebaflian Cabot had been feveral years before on 
the northern coaft of this very country, though it is doubtful whether he advanced fo 
far fouth as St. Matheo. The Spaniards, who deiired to l'ecure if to themfelves eight 
years afterwards, fent Vafquez de Ayllon to make a farther difeovery of it: He came 
upon the north coaft, and called the north-north-weft river by the name of Jordon. 
He did nothing except inviting many of the natives on board his fhips, where, when he 
had got them, lie hoilted fail, and carried them into miferable bondage. In the year 
1526, Charles V. Emperor of Germany and King of Spain, fent Pamphilio Narvaez to 
Florida, who ltaid 1 b long in the fouth-vveft part of this country, which is the moft 
barren, that his people eat one another, his crew having i'pent their provifions. Ten 
years afterwards, Ferdinando Soto came hither in f'earch of gold and ftlver mines, 
having a little army of nine hundred foot and five hundred horfe. Himfelf and three 
parts of his fbldicYs died through want, by licknd’s, and the Indians, and the reft, were 
led back by Lewis Mofcos to New Spain, though not without great difficulty, the 
natives fetting upon them federal times in their march, and killing all that fell into 
•their hands. This unfortunate and expenftve expedition fo difeouraged the 
Spaniards, that for feveral years they made no more attempts in thofe parts, and 
indeed they fearchedno farther than that part of the'continent which lies oppoftte to the 
gulph of New Spain, and not within, and beyond the Streights of Bahama, which is 
the moft fertile and rich, abounding in many valuable commodities. 

The French perceiving the Spaniards neglected this long tract of land, Admiral 
Coligny, in the reign of Charles IX. procured two of the king’s fhips to be fent thither; 
the command of which he gave to Jean Ribaut, who, after a voyage of two months, 
arrived at the River Dolphin, between that of St. Matheo and that of May ; lying 
about the 30th degree. The next river to that of May he called the Seine, the next 
to that, the Somme, then Loire, then the Charente and Garonne, at the mouth of 
Albemarle River, then called the Great River. The port being fafe and commodious, 
he built a fort, which he called Charles Fort, and gave it the name of Port Royal, in 
32 degrees, bordering on Virginia, now North Carolina, where the firft fettlement 
was made by any European nation. The civil war raging in France, Ribaut’s foldiers 
mutinied for want of fupplies; the natives, it is true, were‘very kind to them out of 
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hatred to the Spaniards ; but they could not furnifh them with many neceffaries that 
they wanted ; and the admiral was fo engaged in politics at home, that he had not 
leifure to provide for the wants of his colony, fo Ribaut, having made fome difcoveries, 
in the north-eaft part of Florida, relumed to France ; and in his return his company 
were reduced to fuch extremity, that they killed and eat one of their own men, and 
probably would have done fo by others, had they not accidentally met with an Englilh 
{hip ; the mailer of which furnilhed them with fome provifions. A peace being con¬ 
cluded two years after in France, between the papifts and the proteftants, Coligny, who 
was then in favour at court, procured other {hips to be lent to this country, which was 
now called Carolina, from Fort Charles, as that was from the French king. 

The command of thofe Ihips and men on board, was given to Lewis Laudoner, who 
was ordered to carry on the fettlemcnt. He arrived here the 20th of June, 156.1, with 
three {hips, and was kindly received by the inhabitants ; but could find no gold or 
filver, though he fpent much labour and time about them. Ills provifions being almofl 
all gone, and the natives either unwilling or unable to furnifh him with more, Laudoner 
refolved to return all'o to France ; and as he was preparing to depart, Jean Ribaut 
arrived with three {hips, which had fo good an effeft on the Indians, that they fecmetl 
to be as welcome to them as to the French : The Kings of Ilomoloa, Servararri, 
Almacam,Malica, and Caftri, waited upon Ribaut to congratulate his arrival, and pro- 
mifecl to conduff him to the Apalachian mountains, which part Carolina from Virginia. 
The French conceived great hopes from this fettlcment, but. all vaniflied on the arrival of 
the Spaniards, who with a fquadron of Ihips and land forces drove the French out of 
their forts, killed Ribaut and fix hundred men, after having given them quarter, and 
obliged Laudoner, with a few of his countrymen who remained alive, to return to France. 

The French king was lefs moved with this outrage committed on his fubjects, becaufe 
they were proteftants ; and indeed, it is thought, Coligny intended by this fettlemcnt 
to fecure a retreat for himfelf and his brethren of the reformed religion in cafe they 
were conquered in France. Peter Melanda commanded the Spaniards, who diflodged 
the French, and fo provoked the Indians, by his cruelty and injufticc, that they were 
very ready to revenge themfelves when opportunity offered, as it did not long after. 
For Captain de Gorgucs, a French gentleman, at his own coft, fitted out three flout 
{hips, and with two hundred and eighty men failed to Carolina, where he took the fort, 
and put the Spaniards therein all to the fvvord. They had*built two other forts, which 
he eafily reduced, and ferved the garrifons as he did that of Fort Charles ; he demolifhed 
them, and was aflifted by the k”igs c.f Homoloa and Servaratri. The French travelled 
in*o the dominions of the Great King of Apalacha, near the mountains, where they 
converted many Indians to Chriftianity. Thefe Indians were more civil than thofe to 
the northward, their king’s dominions larger, and their manners, in a great ineafure, 
refemblcd thofe of the Mexicans, from whom they were thought to be delcended. We 
do not find that Monfieur de Gorgucs made any fettlemcnt here, or that the Spaniards 
endeavoured to recover the country, which from the year 1567 lay deferted by all 
European nations until the reign of King Charles If. of England. ^ 

In the year 1622 feveral Englifh families flying from the MalTacres of the Indians in 
Virginia and New England, were driven upon thefe coafts and fettled in the province of 
Malica near the head of the river of May, where they became a kind of miflionaries 
among the Malicans and Apalachites. The king of the country is faid to have been 
baptized ; and in the year 1653, Mr. Brigftock, an Englifhman, went to Apalacha, 
where he was honourably entertained by his countrymen, who were there before him, 
and from his relation of the country ours is taken. 

8 * 
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Such was the fituation of things, and it had been abandoned by the French for near 
one hundred years, when king Charles the Second made a grant thereof, bearing date 
March 24, 1663, to Edward Earl of Clarendoh, then Lord High Chancellor of 
England, George Duke of Albemarle, William Lord Craven, John Lord Berkley, 
Anthony Lord Afhloy, Sir George Carteret, Sir William Berkley, and Sir John 
Colli ton-, from the north-end of the ifland called Luck IHand, which lies in the 
Southern Virginia Sea, and within 36 degrees of north latitude, and to the welt, 
as far as the South Seas, and fo foutherly as far as the river San Matheo, which borders 
on the coaft of Florida, and is within 31 degrees of north latitude, and fo weft, in a 
dired line, as far as the South Seas aforefaid, with all royal fifheries, rflines, {tower of 
life and limb, and every thing neccfiary in an abfolute propriety, paying a quit-rent of 
twenty marks yearly. Tlielc proprietors afterwards obtained another grant, which 
foinewhat varied the bounds of the province, by fixing its northern frontier at Carotoch 
River in 26 degrees 30 minutes north latitude, and extending it to the latitude of 29 
degrees to the fouth, within which bounds both the Carolinas and the new province of 
Georgia are included. 

The plan of government for this new colonv was ftruck out bv that great ftateftnan, 
Anthony Earl of Shaitlbury, and digefted into form by the famous Mr. John Lock ; fo 
that great-expectations were railed by it. But without entering into, a long detail upon 
mis fubjech, it is fuflieier t to fay, that how fair foever it might appear in theory, it was 
found bv experience iinpoikhle to carry it into practice ; fo that alter ftruggling' with the 
inconveniences produced by it lor about fixtv years, to the prejudice or the planters and 
proprietors ; the only remedy that could at hill be found, was to get rid of this tine ipun 
tvnftitukon, in which it was pretended all the errors of out own were cured, and to put 
die province under the protection and into the hands of his majeitv, which was accord¬ 
ingly done ; and this r uiedy has anfvvered all the ends that could be expected from it in 
lb few years. 

This furrendcr was made by the proprietors to Edward Bertie, Samuel Ilorly, Henry 
Smith, and Alexis Clayton Ei'qrs. in truft for the crown. 'J'he proprietors, in their 
own right, or in trull, wore then Henry Duke of Beaufort, William Lord Craven, 
James Bertie Ef'q. ‘Doddington Greville Kfq. Henry Bertie Efq. Mary Daulbn, Eliza¬ 
beth More, Sir John t'.olliion, John Cotton, and Jofeph Blake Efqrs. who were pof- 
ielled of feven-eigluhs of the pr.o]'rieiy of the province, and fold it to the crown for 
17.500]. Each proprietor, who had a whole fhare, having 2,500k The outftanding 
quit-rents, and other incomes, due to the proprietors from the people of the province 
amounting to fomewhat above 9,000b alio were fold to the crown for 3,000k which 
w as paid to the above mentioned proprietors alter the tale and furreuder iiad been con¬ 
firmed by a particular act of parliament, in the rear 172U, (.'milled, “An ad for 
“ eflablifning an agreement with liven of the lords proprietors of Carolina, for furrendcr 
“ of their title and intereft in that province to his majeftv.” It will appear by the fol¬ 
lowing claufe in the act of parliament, that the remaining one-eighth of the propriety, 
and arrears of qfiit rents aforefaid, were refervid to the right honourable John Lord 
Carteret, now earl of Granville, “ Saving and relaying always to the ikid John Lord 
“ Carteret, his heirs, executors, adminiilrators, and afligns, all luch ellate, right, 
“ title, &c.^to one eighth-part of the laid province or territories, and to one-eighth 
“ part of all'arrears, &c.” 

In confequencc of the powers granted to his majefty by this ad, he has ever fince ap¬ 
pointed governors of North and South Carolina, and there is a great profped of its 
becoming a purchafe highly beneficial to the crown, which will, however, in a great 
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meafure depend on the capacity and conduct of the governors they fend thither, who 
ought to have true notions of the interells of king and people, and a firmnels of mind 
equally capable of refilling flatterv and defpifing clamour, to both which Ik* will be as 
much cxpofed in thefe, as in any other countries in the world, if from what has already 
palled, we may form any judgment of what, will happen in fucceeding times. 

3. After having given the reader an account of the time and manner in which we 
became poffelfed of this colony, and the means by which its government has been 
changed lince it was fettled, we are next to enter into an exact description of the 
country itlelf, that the reader may be the better able to judge of the value of this 
plantation, and of the certainty of thofe rules, for determining the belt climates, and 
the commodities that may be expected, either from the bounty of nature, or the 
induftry of the inhabitants ; with relpecl to which, more rational hopes could fcarce be 
formed of any place in our poll'eflion, or, indeed, of any European nation in America, 
than of this ; which, in point of fituation, as I have hinted more than once, is as happy 
as could be wilhed, and in that refpecl certainly merits the reader’s particular attention. 
Carolina is lituated between the extremes of heat and cold, hut the heat is more 
iroublefome in furnmer than the cohl in winter, their winters being very fhort, and their 
frolty mornings frequently fuccceded by warm days. The air is, for the moll part, 
ferene and clear, tyoth in l'ummer and winter ; yet they have their winter rains, and 
fometimes very heavy Ihowers about niidfummer ; and efpecially if the wind changes 
fuddenly from the fouth-eaft to the north-well, for then it blows exceeding cold, and 
brings dillempers on thofe who do not take care to guard againlt it ; but the country is 
generally healthful, where people live regularly, and ul'e any precaution : Thole, indeed, 
who after a hot day expofe theml'elves to the cool breezes of the evening, ufually feel 
the effects of it, as others do that indulge their appetites in eating fruit, and drinking 
pernicious liquors to excefs. 

They are fubjecl to hurricanes as well as the Caribbee Ifiands, but thefe do not 
happen every year; and fometimes are fo favourable as not to do much mil'chief in 
feven years. There was a very terrible one which happened in the year 1729. This 
province is now divided into North and South Carolina; and, as we have before 
(hewn, the country now known by the name of Georgia is alfo vfithin the original 
limits of this colony. At prefent we lhall concern ourfelves only with the two firll men¬ 
tioned provinces, intending to fpeak more of the lajb in its proper place. North 
Carolina is bounded by Virginia on the north, the ocean on the eall, by a line drawn 
in 34 degrees from the ocean t j the mountains on the fouth, and by that part of Florida, 
pollefied by the Indians, on the well, and is fubdivided into fourteen townlhips or 
parilhes. llut there is not one town or church, as I can learn, in the country ; and 
it is but very lately that the fociety for the propagating the gofpel has lent itinerant 
preachers amongft them. South Carolina is divided from North Carolina, by the above- 
laid imaginary line on the north, by the ocean on the eall, by the river Savannah, which 
feparates it from Georgia, on the fouth, and by the country of the Indians on the weft, 
being fubdivided into fourteen parilhes or townlhips, each of them havhig a good church 
of brick or timber. 

But the chief and alraoft the only town in both Carolina’s, is Charles Town, fituate 
in 32 degrees 45 minutes north latitude, and "on the point of a peninfula, formed by 
Alhly and Cooper Rivers; the former of which is navigable for fhips 'twenty miles 
abovd the town ; and for boats and pettyaugers (large canoes) near 40 miles. The 
other river is not navigable for fhips fo far, but for boats and pettyaugers much farther; 
the bar before the harbodr has fixteen feet water at a low tide, and there is good 
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riding when a fhip is got clofe to the town, the harbour being fecured by a Fort called 
Johnfon’s Fort, which has about twenty guns in it, level with the furfacc of the wates. 
The town was regularly fortified foine years ago, and feveral of the baftions, near 
the water^ fj^ 'iUll P beitig, and in good repair. But ■ the baftions, pallifadoes, and 
fofle, neatt tififr lanc^ bang much damaged by a hurricane, and deemed of too great 
an extent to be defended by the inhabitants, General Nicholfon caufed them to be 
demolifhed. The town now contains upwards: of fix hundred houfes, generally well 
built, forne of them of brick, but more of timber, and moft of them fafhed, forming 
regular and fpacious greets ; and their church is much the moft magnificent in Englifh 
America, having three ifles, an organ,, and gallery all round the churcfii 

'i’he town of Beaufort is fituated on the illand of Port Royal, in 31 degrees 40 
minutes north latitude, an hundred miles fouth of Charles Tci^ri ; the continent and 
illand forming, a fine capacious harbour, which might hold the Royal-Navy of England. 
The illand on which the town Hands, confifts of near one thoufand acres, and is 
navigable all round for boats and pettyaugers, and one half of it for fhipping, having 
Tour fathom water clofe to thehigh bluff, fo that (hips may load and unload from the 
Ihore, without the affiftance of boats. The harbour is fecured by a fort built fome 
years fince, on which twelve culverins are mounted, but the town and illand have no 
fortification ; nor is the harbour fo well fortified as a-place of this importance defervcs, 
efpecially as it lies fo nigh Spanilh Florida, and is faid to be demanded by the Spaniards 
as part of their territories. There is not, indeed, above fifty or three fcore houfes in 
the town of Beaufort at prefent, but from its advantageous fituation, and the goodnefs 
of the harbour, it is expedted that this town will one day be the capital of Carolina : It 
is already the ftation for the Britifh fquadron in thofe feas. There is another port town 
lately ere&ed at Wingaw, about fifty miles to the northward of Charles Town, to which 
they have given the name of George Town, and the fociety for the propagation of the 
golpel have a miflionary here. 

It would be needlel's to enter into a large defcription of this country, or of the towns? 
that are ere&ed in it ; only it may not be amils to lay that North Carolina is within thefe 
few years become quite a different country from what it was, and the number of people 
therein is continually increafing ; fo that there is good reafon to believe that whenever, 
the inhabitants are blefled with a wife, active, prudent, and public ipirited governor, 
this country may be fo improved. as to become infinitely more valuable than from any 
of the accounts hitherto received of it could be expected. Indeed it may jultly be 
affirmed that the welfare and profperity of all our colonies depend fo much upon the 
choice of governors,, that we can fcarce conceive any fhing of fo great importance as,the 
crown’s bang extremely careful to veil none with luch authority, but men of known* 
capacity, eftablifhed reputation, and competent fortunes. 

4. As to the produce, ftrength, and commerce ol Carolina, the beft account wa 
have, is from Colonel Purry, a man of great judgment, induftry, and integrity^ wfyo 
went thither with a view to fettle, as he did, and therefore his accounts may b*j 
fafely depended upon. He obferves that all forts of trees and plants will 
well as can be wifhed; particularly vines, wheat, barleys ©ats^ .pestie, beans, hempi ffa r, 
cotton, tobacco, indigo, olives, orange trees, and citrob tfi^-*s alfotfplf htidbeEry 
trees for feeding of filkwofms; and that the lands are not difficult tof%l#|r,*becaide 
there are neither ftones nor brambles, but only great trees, whkfi,db*nk very, 
thick, fo that more, land cleared 'there in one be done in; 

Europe in a monthi c The cuffipm of the country is, that* cut down thefe; , 

great trees, tfiey lesfe&tfie ftumpoior four, or five years to rot, -and afterwards eafiHfc 
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root them up, in order to manure the land. It is therefore very certain that Carolina 
is in general an excellent country. ,»■ 

It is true the ground is fandy, but then it is a fand impregnated with fait or nitre, fo 
that it brings forth in great abundance, as the like foil does, in divers parts of Europe. 
But what feems peculiar to Carolina, there are a great number of plantations that have 
been continually cultivated for near feventy years, which yet produce great plenty, with¬ 
out ever being manured by the leaft dung, for they never lay any on their grounds; the 
planter only turns up the fuperficies of the earth, and all that he plants and fows therein 
quickly grows and thrives : Thofe who undcrfland ever fo little of agriculture will be 
obliged to owrf, that if the lands in Europe were nor conftantly manured, their ftrength 
would be fo exhaufted that at length the Crops would not pay for their feed; but a man 
who has a little land in Carolina, and is not willing to work above two or three hours in 
a day, may very eafily live there, even on fo little labour. Another confideration 
deferving our notice is, the progrefs of the fir ft colonies; their fudden advancement ; 
the riches of the prefent inhabitants ; the great number of public expences for which 
they provide ; the great trade they carry on at prefent ; and laftly, their misfortunes 
and lofies, which are entirely repaired. The better to comprehend thefc matters, we 
fhallonly make the following oblervations : That there v/ere no people in Carolina til! 
near fourfeore years ago ; for the Englifh did not fend any thither till the year 1670 : 
That they had at firft a very fatal beginning ; aflliCted with ficknefs, and even the 
plague, which daily diminilhed the number of the people: That cruel deftrudive divifions 
broke out amongft them: That they had a very bad government under the lords pro¬ 
prietors, being alfo without juftice, order, or difeipline : That at a certain time the 
pirates interrupted their trade and navigation : That they have often had great droughts: 
That a terrible fire confumed almoft all Charles Town : That they have been at great 
expence in fortifications, public edifices, churches, &c. That they have often fuftained 
long wars with the French, Spaniards, and particularly with the Indians, who once 
united together to deftroy the whole province. 1'hat notwithftanding all thefe misfor¬ 
tunes, the people of Carolina, except thofe who give thcmfelves up to debauchery, are 
all rich, either in flaves, furniture, clothes, plate, jewels, or other merchandizes, 
but efpecially cattle ; which fhews the goodnefs of the country they’inhabit. 

Silk-worms, in Carolina, are hatched from the egg, about the midle of March ; at 
the fame time that the mulberry leaves, which are tjwir food, begin to open ; being 
attended and fed fix weeks, they eat no more ; but have fmall bufhes fet up for them 
to fpin themfelves into balls , whicti thrown into warm water, are wound off into raw 
filk. Rofin, tar, and pitch, are’ all produced from the pine trees ; rofin, by cutting 
channels in the ftanding green trees that meet at a point at the foot of the tree, where 
is placed a receiver; the channels are cut as high as one can reach with an ax ; and the 
bark is peeled off from all thofe parts of the tree that are expofed to the fun, that the 
heat of it may the more eafily force out the turpentine, which being taken from the 
receiver, and melted in kettles becomes rofin. Tar is made thus : They prepare a 
circular floor of clay declining a little towards the center; from which is laid a pipe of 
•wood, the upper part of which is even with the floor, and reaches ten feet without the 
circumference; under the end the earth is dug away, and barrels placed to receive 
the tar as it runs; upon the floor is built up a large pile of dry pine wood fplit in pieces, 
and furrounded with a wall of earth, which covers it all over only a little at the top, 
where (he fire is firft kindled: After the fire begins to bum, they cover it likewife with 
to the end there may be no flame, but only heat fufficient to force the tar down¬ 
ward into the door ; th*ey temper the heat as they pleafe, by thrufting a ftick through 
• • the 
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the earth, and letting the air in at as many places as they fee convenient. Pitch is made 
by boiling tar in large iron kettles fet in furnaces,* or by burning it in round clay holes 
made in the earth. 

Black cattle have mightily increafed fince the firft fettling of the colony. A out. 
forty years ago it was reckoned a great deal to have three or four cows, now fome 
people have a thoufand head ; and for one man to have two hundred is very common. 
The cows graze in the foreft, and the calves being feparated and kept in paftures fenced 
in, they return home at night to fuckle them ; they are firft milked, then fhut up in 
a fold all night, milked again in the morning, and then turned out into the woods. 
Here are hogs in abundance; they go daily to feed in the woods, where they rove feveral 
miles, feeding on nuts and roots; but having a fhelter made at home, to keep them 
warm, and fomething given them to eat, they generally return in the evening. The beef 
and pork that are raifed here find a good market in the fugar iflands. 

The trade of Carolina is'now fo confiderable, that of late years there have failed from 
thence, annually, above two hundred fhips laden with merchandize of the growth of 
the country, befides three fhips of war, which they commonly have for the fecurity of 
their commerce ; and laft winter they had conftantly five, the leaft of which had above 
an hundred men on board. It appears from the cuftom-houfe entries, from March 
1730 to March 1731, that there failed, within that time, from. Charleftown, two 
hundred and feven fhips, moft of them for England ; which carried among other 
goods, forty-one thoufand nine hundred and fifty-feven barrels of rice, about five hun¬ 
dred pounds weight per barrel; ten thoufand feven hundred and fifty barrels of pitch; 
two thoufand fixty-three of tar; and feven hundred and fifty-nine of turpentine ; of 
deer-fkins, three hundred cafks containing eight or nine hundred each ; befides a vafl 
quantity of Indian corn, peafe, beans, &c. beef, pork, and other faked flefh ; beams, 
plank, and timber for building, molt part of cedar, cyprefs, faffafras, oak, walnut, 
and pine. 

They carry on a great trade with the Indians, from whence they get their great 
quantities of deer-fkins, and of other wild beafts, in exchange for which they give them 
only lead, powder, coarfe cloth, vermillion, iron, ftrong waters, and fome other goods, 
by which they have a very confiderable profit. The great number of flaves makes 
another part of the riches of this province, there being above forty thoufand negroes, 
which are worth, one with anther, twenty.five pounds each. Artificers are fo fcarCe 
at prefent, that all forts of work is very dear ; tailors, fhoemakers, fmiths, kc. 
would be particularly acceptable there-, a fkilful carpenter is not afhamed to demand 
thirty fhillings a day befides his diet, and the common wages of a workman is twenty 
/hillings per day, provided he fpeaks Englifh, without which he cannot be underftood, 
and confequently not fo ufeful as others; and when a workman has but ten fhillings per 
day, he thinks he labours for almoft nothing, though he has his maintenance befides -, but 
this is Carolina money. Moft of their fhoes are brought from England, and generally 
fell for forty fhillings per pair ; not but that they have hides enough, and very cheap, 
an ox’s hide being fold for twenty fhillings ; neither are they deftitute of the 
tan them, for they make very good lime with oyfter-fhells, and the bark of oak trees is 
fo plentiful, that it cofts nothing but the trouble of gathering ; they therefore want only 
a fufficient number of good tanners and fhoemakers. I might fay the fame of leather- 
tlreffers, fince they fend every year to England ahove two hundred thoufand deer-fkins 
undrefled ; yet Carolina produces ochre naturally, and good fifh-oil may be-bad from 
New York, or New England, very cheap ; fo that they might be drelled and made up 
mto breeches in the country, for which thofe {kins are very proper, being cool in 
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fummer, and warm in winter. There is not one potter in all the province, and no 
earthen-ware but what comes from England, nor glafs of,any kind; fo that a pot-houfe 
and a good glafs-houfe would fucceecf perfeftly well, not only for Carolina but for all the 
colonies in America. There is a kind of fand and earth which would be very proper 
for thofe purpofes, as alfo wood and fern in abundance, if they had but workmen to 
make ufe of them. 

It may feem ftrange to affirm this, in an age when it is well known, that men are 
inclined to go almoft any where, and may be tempted to almoft any thing, from the 
hopes of money. Thefe feds, however, are very true, neither is it very difficult to 
account for them ; for if without much labour and pains not only a bare fubfiftence may 
be gained, but in time alfo good eftates may be raifed by methods already in ufe, we 
are not to exped that our people in the colonies will either run hazards or give them- 
felves much trouble to ftrike out new ways to wealth, even though they Ihould be con¬ 
vinced that fuch ways, at the fame time they inereafed their own fortunes, would prove 
beneficial to their mother-country likewife. There are indeed forne people who take a 
pleafure in running down the countries we have planted in America, and in making 
their countrymen believe that they are amufed with fine ftories, without truth, or which, 
at lead, have but a fmall mixture of truth in them. They fay, for inftance, that though 
Englifh wheat will grow in Carolina, yet it is apt to mildew, and almoft always runs up 
into ftraw, and produces but a fmall grain, and that it is very difficult to keep it from 
the weevil. Thefe, however, are inconveniences felt in other countries, where very 
good wheat grows, for which many remedies have been found and applied with fuccefs, 
as doubtlefs they might be there, if the planters went about it. The truth of the matter 
is, that rice is raifed without fo much trouble, and as they can exchange this in Pen- 
fylvania and New York, almoft weight for weight for flour, they are content, and 
indeed think it a happinefs they can have bread without being at much pains in 
procuring it. 

The fame thing may be faid of wine, which it is now generally agreed cannot be made 
there, becaufe their grapes ripening in June, when their great heats and heavy rains 
come On, are very feldom fit for preffing. But it is very certain, that this is no better 
than an excufe, fince the wild grape ripens in October, and perfons ikilful in vineyards 
would foon teach them the means of making ufe of thefe. The very fame objections 
wfere raifed in reference to the country about the Capt>of Good Hope; and it was as 
pofitively faid that no wine could be made there, but the Dutch have Ihewn what 
ftrength there was in the objection, by their improving into a paradife a place we 
depifed, and thought not worth the keeping 5 and while Madeira is to be had fo cheap, 

I am convinced no grapes will ripen kindly in Carolina. As to filk, the fame objec¬ 
tion does not lie 5 for it is well known, there are woods of mulberry-trees there, upon 
which the worms feed and fpin as well as in any place in the world ; I may add, that 
filk has been brought over from Carolina, as good, in the opinion of the belt judges, 
as any that comes from Piedmont, for which we pay large fums of money every year j 
but it falls out unluckily, that from the end of March to the beginning of May, when 
the worms want molt attendance, all the hands in Carolina are employed in planting 
and hoeing their rice, fo that they have no time to fpare for procuring a commodity, of 
which hitherto they do not feem to know the true value. 

But all the faults do not lie on that fide of the water ; fince it is true, that though 
there copses a great deal of pitch from thence, we have but little tar from Carolina; 
whereas, there have been formerly many thoufand barrels brought in a year, not at all 
faferior to the beft tar from Norway ; which was, by this means, reduced from three 
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pounds to fifteen {hillings a barrel, with which redu&ion, it feems, we are content to 
have recourfe again to the north country tar, and no longer make ufe of what might 
come from this plantation. *We may from thefe few hints fee clearly, that as great as 
our trade to thefe colonies is, it might ftill become much greater, and that how bene¬ 
ficial foever they may be to Great Britain, we are far from deriving from them all the 
benefits we might do ; and though confidered, in one light, this feems a little diftafteful, 
yet, if we view it in another, it affords us a very comfortable profpeft ; fince, when 
we are difpofed to apply ourfelves heartily to the improvement of this commerce, we 
have a moral certainty, that our endeavours will fucceed, and that Great Britain can 
never feel any fenfible decay of trade, while fhe preferves and cherifhes'her plantations. 

5. Among other perfons of quality and diltin&ion who were juftlyentitled to the favour 
of king Charles, there were few who had a better title than Francis Lord Willoughby, 
who was governor of Barbadoes, and who in 1663 obtained a grant of the ifland of 
Antego, in which he fettled a colony about three years after. The country had been 
known before, and if 1 am not miflaken. Sir Thomas Warner had attempted to fettle it. 
How it came to pafs that after thv death of Lord Willoughby, who removed hither, this 
ifland came again into the hands of the Crown I cannot fay, but without all doubt, the 
fa£t is true, and this ifland now makes a part of the government with the reft of the 
Leeward Iflands, and is faid to owe its prefent happy fituation to t the care, induftry, 
and fldll of Sir Chriftopher Codrington, who made it the feat of his government when 
he was General and Commander in Chief of thofe iflands. It was here, that in the 
latter end of the the late Queen’s time Governor Park was killed by the people ; an 
affair that will be ever remembered, both in that part of the world and this, though it 
does not feem to be well underftood in either ; the faQ: moft certainly was barbarous 
and bloody enough ; but, at the fame time, it is as certain the provocations the people 
had received were great, which Was the reafon that moft of thofe concerned in this 
murder efcaped with impunity. 

But our bufinefs lies not fo much with men as with things, and therefore we (hall 
proceed to the defcription of the ifland Antego, or as it is fometimes written Antigua, 
which lies in 16 degrees 11 minutes north latitude, and in 63 degrees of longitude weft 
from London. If is of a circular form, about twenty miles in diameter, and near fixty 
in circumference. The climate is not to be boafted of, fince it is allowed to be hotter 
than Barbadoes, and very fubje^: to hurricanes. The foil too is fandy, and a great part of 
the ifland is overgrown with wood ; but the worft of it is, that there are but few fprings, 
and not fo much as a Angle brook in the whole ifland, fo that the people depend chiefly 
upon rain-water, for which they are fometimes diflfreffed ; yet, notwithftanding thefe 
inconveniences, it is a very confiderable and very thriving plantation. 

This ifland is divided into five parilhes, four of which are towns j as St. John’s Town 
to the northward, and Falmouth, Parham, and Bridge Town to the fouthward ; the 
other parilh is St. Peter’s. St. John’s Harbour is the moft commodious, befides which 
there are feveral other good harbours, as Five Ifland Harbour, fo called from five little 
iflands to the weftward of the ifle of Carflile Bay ; Englilh Harbour, at the bottom of 
which is Falmouth Town, defended by Charles Fort; next to it is Willoughby Bay ; 
on the eaft Ihore is Bridge Town, the Green Bay, off which is Green Ifland; then 
Nonfuch Harbour, a fpacious bay. On this coaft, on the north-eaft fhore, are feveral 
little iflands "called Polecat Iflands and Goat Ifland, and more to the northward Goana 
Ifland, Bird Ifland, Long Ifland, Maiden Ifland, Prickle-Pear Ifland. The^oits are 
now in pretty good repair j Monkihill Fort is mounted with thirty pieces of ordnance, 
it has a magazine with about four hundred and ten mulkets, anti eight hundred bayonets, 
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in good order; the other fort erected at St. John’s Harbour, is mounted with fourteen 
pieces of cannon; there are feven other batteries raifed .for the defence of fo many 
landing places, in all mounted with twenty-fix guns. 

The capital of the ifiand is St. John’s Town, which confifts of about two hundred 
houfes ; and the number of fouls in all this colony are one thoufand five hundred at 
prefent. It has greater plenty of cattle and other beads, efpecially venifon, than any 
other of our Caribbee Illands; the animals of which are much the fame, as alfo their 
productions. Sugar, indigo, ginger, and tobacco, were the chief growths and com¬ 
modities of Antego, when it was firft planted, but now indigo and ginger are very 
rarely cultivated there. The fugar and tobacco were both bad of the fort; the former 
fo black and coarfe, that one would fcarce have thought any art could have refined it; 
and, as if our fugar bakers fcorned to put fuch dirt into their coppers, it was generally 
ihipped off for Holland and Hamburg, being fold for fixteen {hillings a hundred weight, 
when other Mufcovado fugars fetched eighteen or nineteen' {hillings a hundred. The 
planters of Antego have fince improved their art, and as good Mufcovado fugar is now 
made there as in any of our fugar illands. They have alfo clayed fome fugar, which 
was not known to have been done in Antego forty years ago. 

Though there is not much tobacco planted in this ifiand, what there is now is not fo 
bad as was formerly, when it was fold for no other ufe but to make fnuff. The wild 
cinnamon tree is laid to grow in the lowlands, or favanah woods in Antego. After 
Jamaica and Barbadocs, this has been confidered by fome as the moft confiderable of 
our illands in America; and as there is ftill a great quantity of land capable of im¬ 
provement, and it is allowed the people there might make a third more fugar than they 
do, we may venture to allow, that it either is, or may be fo ; and if we confider what 
muft; have been gained by our commerce with this ifiand for upwards of fburfeore 
years, we cannot but judge that it has been highly advantageous to this nation, and 
very well deferves all the care and concern that can pofiibly be exprefl’ed for its pro¬ 
tection and prefervation. 

6. The next colony in America, which our method leads us to confider, is that of 
New York, which is ours by a double right, viz. of difeovery and conqueft. It was 
undoubtedly part of the country, the coafts of which were firft vidtoed by Sebaftian 
Cabot, and as fuch made a part of the original province of Virginia, I mean the 
country known under that name in the reign of queep^Elizabeth, and was afterwards 
within the limits of the country, granted by king James to the weftem company. But 
before it could be fettled, that is about the year 1608, the famous navigator Hudfon 
difeovered that river which has firice borne his name, and the country adjacent, which 
he afterwards fold to the Dutch who planted there; but this was looked upon as illegal, 
becaufe they had not king James's licence, which it feems they afterwards obtained. 
There are fome Englilh writers fo very partial in favour of this republic, as to be angry 
that this fettlement fhould be looked upon by us as a kind of invafion, but furely this 
is without reafon; for if the fubjecls of any country were at liberty to fell and difpofe 
of places they had but juft feen, which was the cafe of Captain Hudfon, the incon¬ 
veniences would be fo great as to produce endlefs wars, and therefore this pra&ice 
muft be underftood to be contrary to the law of nations. 

But however that matter might be, king James was fo great a lover of peace, that 
very probably he was glad to rid himfelf of the prefent difficulty, by granting them a 
licence; yet if we duly confider this, the granting fuch a licence was a thing very 
deftrurave to the intereft of Great Britain, and might have proved extremely pre¬ 
judicial to our northern? colonies, and have been fuch a bone of contention* as muft 
■ *2 have 



or THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA. 


349 


have for ever prevented any harmony between the maritime powers. Thefe reflections, 
which rofe naturally out of the fubjeft, have led me a little from my purpofe, which 
was to explain the firft fettling here, which the Dutch made a little before we planted 
New England ; and from their firft coming, being feated in iflands and at the mouth 
of a good river, their plantations were in a thriving condition, and they began in 
Holland to promife themfelvcs vaft things from their new colony. The Englilh 
puritans in Holland, who firft removed to America, intended to fettle here, having 
had an inviting defcription of the river, climate and foil, from the Hollanders, who did 
not care however, that the Englilh Ihould be fo near their plantations, as to be tempted 
to encroach on them, confidering the flaw that was in their title. The Englilh that 
went from Holland, intended to fettle on the coaft near Fair Field County in New 
England, lying between Connecticut and Hudfon’s river, but the Dutch apprehended 
they would there be too near neighbours. Thefe Englilh as has been already related, 
falling in wiih Cape Cod, 'after having refrefhed a little, tacked about to the fouthward 
for Hudfon’s river ; but Jones, who was the mailer of the Ihip they came in, having 
been bribed by the Hollanders to carry them and land farther to the northward, inftead 
of putting to fea entangled them among dangerous Ihoals, which made them willing, to 
get alhore where they were, and give over the defign upon Hudfon’s river. The 
Dutch had two or three years before been infulted here by Sir Samuel Argali, in his 
way from Virginia to New Scotland. 

He deftroyed their plantations, and it was to prevent the like for the future, they 
applied to king James for his licence to ftay there to build cottages, and to plant for 
traffic as well as fubfiltence, pretending it was only for the convenience of their fliips 
touching there for frelh water and frelh provifions in their voyage to Brazil; but they 
by little and little, extended their limits every way, built towns, fortified them, and 
became a fiourilhing colony. In an illand, called Manahattan, at the mouth of 
Hudfon’s river, they built a city which they named New Amfterdam, and the river 
was called by them the Great River. The bay to the eaft of it had the name of 
Naflau given it; about one hundred and fifty miles up the river they built a fort, 
which they called Orange Fort, and from thence drove a profitable trade with the 
Indians, who calne over land as far as from Quebec, to deal with them. Henry 
Chriftian, the mailer of a Ihip, the fame who gave the name to Martha’s Vineyard, 
which he difeovered, as the flitch fay, was the firft governor there, and his fuccefl'or 
was Jacob Elkin, put in by the Weft India Company in Holland, to whom the 
Ilates-general granted this country. The firft bounds of Nova Belgia were Maryland 
on the fouth, the main land, as far as could be ’difeovered weftward, which would 
ftretch to the nations bordering on the Miflilfippi, the great river of Canada north¬ 
ward, and New England eallward; but, as will appear hereafter, the limits of New 
York are not fo large at prefent. 

The Dutch colonies were in a very thriving condition when they were attacked by 
the Englilh, which was at the opening the fiift Dutch war in king Charles’s reign. 
We find fome Writers very willing to reprefent this as a very unjuft war, becaufe Sir 
Robert Carr was fent to attack this plantation before they, in that part of the world, 
could have any notice of the war ; but then it ought to be remembered, that it was 
after the Dutch Admiral de Ruyter attacked our fettlements in Africa, and therefore I 
cannot think that this is fo very bad as it has been reprefented, or that it can at all 
prejudice our title to this country. The commilfion of Sir Robert Carr, iajjxnvering 
him to aft againft the Dutch, was dated on St. George’s day 1664, but he did not 
arrive till the latter end of die year. He brought with hfr n between two and three 
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thoufand men, and offering protection to fuch of the inhabitants as fubmitted, he 
became matter of the whole country without a blow 5 apd it does not appear that the 
people were at all difpieafed at changing their matters. His majefty, after it was re¬ 
duced, gave leave to fuch of the inhabitants to ftay as were inclined thereto, and 
fuffered the reft to depart freely with their effects. The number of the latter was but 
very inconfiderable in comparifon of the former; and Colonel Richard Nichols, who 
was left governor of the province, and continued fo twenty years, brought the people 
not only to relilh, but to be in love with the Englifh government; fo that there never 
was the leaft difturbance among the inhabitants on the fcore of their being fubjects to 
England. • 

The Duke of York granted away a part of this province, as will be fhewn hereafter; 
but the remainder, which is what we now ftyle New York, continued a royal govern¬ 
ment, as it ttill is, but very much changed for the better; fince from being one of the 
pooreft, it is become one of the molt confiderable that we have in America, in con¬ 
sequence of the colony’s becoming one of the molt flourifhing, and this, though it has 
bad the misfortune of being fometimes governed by men of molt arbitrary principles, 
and capable of doing fuch violent things, as nothing but their diftance from Great 
Britain could, I think, induce them to venture upon. The laft governor of the Jerfeys, 
who is lately dead, t felt the effeCts of fuch a fpirit when in another ftation, and rofe to 
that government by fuffering with decency and dignity the outrages of one clothed 
with that authority; but when he came himfelf to execute that office, he fhewed, 
what we very feldom fee, that there are fome natures which even power cannot 
corrupt; for he behaved fo well as to abolilh the memory of paft grievances, and 
to leave a perfect model for his fucceffors in that government. 

7. The country of New York, properly fo called fince it became Engliffi, is thus 
bounded, viz. by Canada on the north, New England on the eaft, the ocean on the 
fouth, and the five nations and New Jerfey on the weft, and is about two hundred, 
miles in length from north to fouth, that is, from the mouth of Hudfon’s river to the 
Lake of Champlain or Corlaer, and it might be extended two hundred miles farther 
north if we poffeffed all the country we claim, as far as the river St. Laurence; but 
the French having built forts on the Lake Champlain, have in a manner, expelled us 
from the north part of this country ; the Englifh only poffefs the country fouth of that 
lake at prefent, and this is exceeding narrow in mo (^-places ; particularly between 
Conne&icut colony on the eaft, and New Jerfey on the weft, it is fcarce twenty miles 
broad. But to this we mutt add the ifbad Manhattan, which the city of New York 
ftands upon, Staten Ifland and Long Ifland, all which lie before the mouth of Hudfon’s 
river, and are comprehended in New York proper. 

This province is divided into ten counties, which going from north to fouth down 
Hudfon’s river, areAlbany,Ulfter, Duchefs, Orange, King’s County, Chefter, New York 
County, Queen’s County, Suffolk County, and Richmond County, which are pretty 
well replenifhed with provilions and farms, but have not many great towns in them. 
The chief towns of New York city, Scheneftida, Albany, Weftchefter, &c. in all, or 
moft of which towns, are miffionaries, either minifters, fchool-mafters, or catechifts, 
fent over and maintained chiefly by the fociety for the propagation of the gofpel, who 
have taken moft laudable care in this refpeft. New York city is fituated in 40 degrees 
40 minutes north latitude, and 47 degrees 4 minutes weftern longitude, at the louth 
end of Y§>rk County, being an ifland at the mouth of Hudfon’s river, about fourteen 
miles lotlg and two or three broad. As this town ftands upon an eminence, and con¬ 
tains upwards of a thoufaftd houfes well built with brick and ftone, with a wall and 
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forts, which ferve as well for ornament as defence, there is fcarce any town in North 
America that makes a better, and but a very few fo good an appearance. It has alfo 
an excellent harbour, furnifhed with commodious quays and warehoufes, and employs 
fome hundreds of fhips and veffels in its foreign trade and fifheries. The public 
buildings are the feveral churches belonging to thofe of the church of England, to the 
Swedes of the Lutheran perfuafion, to the Dutch calvinifts, the French refugees, and 
the Englifh fe&aries $ but the church of England may well be looked upon as the 
eftablifhed religion, becaufe the conftitution of the government is the fame as in 
England ; the reft, however, are tolerated, and capable of pofts in the government, and 
of fitting in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, as I apprehend. The other public buildings 
are the Town Houfe, and that where their general affemblies and courts of juftice are 
held. As to their fortifications, they are not, I doubt, capable of defending them 
againft an European enemy, any more than thofe in the reft of the plantations, for 
this unanfwerable reafon ; becaufe they were fome years ago confelfed to be fo bad, 
that it was not fit to enquire into the ftate of them, left foreigners fhould be acquainted 
with our weaknefs on that fide. There are, indeed, four hundred regular troops fent 
from England to garrifon this, and fome other towns of this province ; of which two 
companies always are, or ought to be, upon duty in this city ; but admitting they were 
always compleat, and ever fo well difciplined, this feems to be but a very inconfiderable 
force to defend a province of this importance againft an invafion, unlefs their country 
militia be more to be depended upon than that of other places. 

As New York may be looked upon to be the frontier garrifon in the fouth againft an 
invafion from any maritime power, fo Scheneftida town and fort, in the county of 
Albany, twenty miles north of the town of Albany, may well be deemed their 
frontier on the north againft the French of Canada, and their Indian allies, who, in the 
year 1688, furprifed and almoft demolifhed the town, with the works about it j but 
they have fince been repaired and enlarged, and fort Nicholfon and fome other forts 
erefted ; in which, and in Albany, the reft of the regular troops are quartered, for the 
defence of that frontier. Albany is a confiderable town, fituated on Hudfon’s river, an 
hundred and fifty miles north of New York, having a fort erected for its defence; 
and here it is that *the Sachems, or kings of the five nations, meet the governors of 
our northern colonies, to renew their alliances, and concert meafures for their defence 
againft their common enemy, as has been intimated already. South-weft of the ifland 
and county of New York, lies Staten Ifland, being about ten miles in length and fix 
in breadth, and in it are a great many good farms and plantations, but not one town 
that I can meet with in the accounts of this province! 

Long Ifland lies eaft of Staten Ifland, and fouth-eaft of that of New York, oppofite 
to the colony of Connecticut, being an hundred and fifty miles in length, and 
generally about twelve in breadth, and contains three of the counties above mentioned, 
viz. Queen’s County, Suffolk County, and Richmond County; the chief towns in 
Queen’s County, are Jamaica and Hempftead; in Suffolk County the chief town is 
Oyfter Bay. Thetown of Richmond gives name to Richmond County, in which alfo 
is the town of Southampton, in the fouth-eaft part of the ifland ; and there alfo are 
fituated the towns of North Caftle and New Windfor. There is a celebrated plain 
in the midft of Long Ifland, fixteen miles long and four broad, to which they have 
given the name of Salisbury Plain; having, as it is faid, as fine a turf as that on 
Salifbury Plain in old England; and there being an excellent breed of horfog in the 
ifland, they have races here every feafon, to which the gentlemen of New England and 
New York refort, as they do to Newmarket with us, TJiert are other good towns 
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which lie in the county of Weftchefter, on the continent eaft of the mouth of Hudfon’s 
river, the chief whereof are Weftchefter and Rye. 

8. At the time we became mafters of this country it' was very thinly peopled, in 
comparifon to what it is at prefent, and in no fmall danger , from the French, who 
fettled at the back of it, and the Indians who were fettled on its frontiers, but at 
prefent, it is fafe enough from both ; the number of people being vaftly encreafed, 
fome fay to fifty thoufand, taking in all forts, fo that the French apprehend danger 
from us in their turn; and the Indians think themfelvcs very happy under our pro¬ 
tection ; and fuch care has been taken to treat them with proper kindnefs, as to pre- 
ferve them in our intereft, as effectually as if by force they had been reduced to be our 
fubjects. They lupply the Englilh in the fummer with venifon, fifh and fowl, very 
cheap. The trade from New York to the fugar illands, particularly Barbadoes, which 
is very confiderable, is in corn, flour, bread, beef, pork, peafe, bacon gamons, frnoked 
beef, apples, onions, board and pipe-ftaves, for which they receive in return, fugar, 
inoloffes, rum, ginger, &c. 

The New York merchants drive alfo a very advantageous trade with Madeira and 
the Azores in pipe-ftaves and fifh, for which they load their fhips back with wine and 
brandy ; and, generally fpeaking, there is fcarce a more profitable trade in the Britiih 
commerce. I am very well warranted in faying this, by what the agents for the colony 
alledged upon the'difpute with the fugar plantations, of which we have given fo large an 
account. They affirm, that their winters being fevere they take off more of the 
woollen manufactures of this kingdom than all the illands put together, Jamaica excepted; 
and return more gold and filver to pay for them, which I never heard was denied. 
What they alledge in junification of their dealing with the French fettlemcnts is lingular 
enough, and deferves particular notice. They fay that they trade with what they have, 
with thofe who will purchafe it, and that while they do this they fhall live well, clothe 
themfelves in Englifh fluffs, and pay for them honeftly ; but if they are deprived of 
this trade, the profits of which enable them to pay for Englilh clothing, they muft 
endeavour to make ufe of their own wool, and fupply themfelves as well as they can. 
If this fhould be prohibited, they affirm, they muft abfolutely go naked. 

This, perhaps, is ftraining the matter a little beyond the truth; but beyond all doubt, 
this colony is very ufeful to Great Britain, and in conjunction with the other bread 
colonies, as they are called, the foie fource of our foreign fugar trade, as in a few 
words may be fhewn. The fugar illands muft depend for their l'ubfiftence, either upon 
the Britifh illands or upon thefe colon : es ; fince it is very certain, that if they were to 
draw all their maintenance from hence, granting that to be poflible, it would make 
labour in thofe iflands fo dear that no fugar at all could be exported. On the other hand, 
if the people of New York fhould be forced to fet up manufactures of their own, this 
would employ fo many hands as muft neceflarily raife the price of provifions, and this 
confequently would have in a great meafure, the fame bad effeCt in making labour dear 
in the iflands. It is therefore the bufinefs of Great Britain to take care of both, and not 
to fide haftily with either. 

But it is more efpecially our bufinefs to prevent fetting up manufactures in the plan¬ 
tations on the continent; becaufe this would injure the trade - between us and them, 
leflfen the fhipping employed therein, decreafe the number of our feamen, and detach 
thole colonies in a great meafure from their mother country ; which, as .they are evils 
not to be borne, fo too much diligence cannot be ufed to avoid them. As things ftand at 
prefeflff there is not a colony in America which makes a better figure than New York, 
jot where the people feem to have a greater fpirit of induftry, or more hearty affe&ion to 
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the Britllh nation ; and it is univerfally agreed, that the city of New York is, in point of 
good government and politenpfs, at leaft equal, if not fuperior, to any thing we poffefs 
in that part of the world ; and as for the inhabitants of the inland part of the colony, 
they are our bell defence againft the French, and are every day gaining upon them in 
point of trade with the Indians j which are certainly circumftances that deferve the 
utmoft confideration, and ought above all others, to recommend this plantation to the 
protection and favour of the Britifh government; which no doubt they will always meet 
with while they continue, as they have hitherto done, to ftudy by every method to 
deferve it. 

9. The countries now called the Jerfeys, or with greater'propriety, the Eaft and Weft 
Jerfeys, come next in our way. Thefe fell under the dominion of the crown of Great 
Britain by conqueft, at the fame time with, and as making a part of Nova Belgia; and if 
to this right, acquired by war, or rather vindicated by it, for I conceive that the 
dominion of this country, which was all that we gained by the war, we had a very juft 
title to before ; if, I fay, there was any thing wanting to fill up the meafure of our 
claim, it was certainly made up by the peace, fmce an equivalent was then given to the 
Dutch ; fo that both nations had very good reafon to be content. In order, however, 
to obtain a juft and clear notion of the hiftory and condition of this tract of country, it 
is neceffary to obferve, that even the Dutch were not the original inhabitants of it; the 
feveral voyages that had been made for the planting of Virginia, made thefe coafts 
very well known to multitudes of Englifh feamen, and thefe being difperfed into 
different parts of the world, carried the news of thefe rich and pleafant lands in America 
along with them wherefoever they went, which infpired ftrangers with flrong defires 
of occupying what we feemed to have abandoned, or the fettling of which was beyond 
our ftrength, at leaft at that time. 

The firft Europeans that fettled here were the Swedes, who had three towns in this 
province, Chriftina, called by the Indians Andaftaka, Elfinbourg, and Gotteinbourg. 
Their fettlements were chiefly on the fouth-fide of the river towards Penfylvania; 
oppofite to which there is a place, to this day called Fort Elfinbourg ; but the Swedes 
made very little of their plantation, and the Dutch, always induftrious for their own 
advantage, workdd them fo far out of it, that Bergen, the northern part of the New 
Jerfey, was almoft entirely new planted by Hollanders. King Charles II. gave this 
trad, in his grant of Nova B 4 gia to the duke of York; but the Englifh never made 
any fettlement in it till feveral years after they were in the pofl'effion of that province, 
and had mightly extended their plantations. 

The Duke of York having inverted this province by the name of Nova Caneria, in 
John Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret, they or their aflignees, agreed to divide 
it into two parts, denominated Eaft and Weft New Jerfeys, which remained two diflinct 
proprieties and governments for many years afterwards, as will be fhewn : Eaft New 
Jerfey, or that part of it which borders on New York, fell to Sir George Carteret; 
whofe family being of the ifle of Jerfey, this province on that account took its name 
from thence. Weft New Jerfey, that part of it which borders on Penfylvania, fell to the 
Lord Berkeley. This whole province, containing the two Jerfeys, is thus bounded; it has 
the main ocean on the fouth-eaft, the river Delawar on the weft, Hudfon’s river on the 
eaft, and the main land on the north; it lies between 3g and 40 degrees north latitude; 
extends itfdlf in length on the fea coafts, and along Hudfon’s river, one hundred and 
twenty miles, and is almoft as broad as long where it is broadeft. We muftjiow take 
fome notice of the province as it was under the divifion of eaft and weft, 3 hd was 
divided into two proprieties; of thefe, the larged and moft inhabited, was Eaft -Jerfey, 
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which extended eaftward and northward all along the fea coaft and Hudfon's river, 
from Little Egg harbour to that part of Hudfon’s river which is 41 degrees north lati¬ 
tude ; and fouthward and weftward was divided from Weft Jerfey by a line of partition 
from Egg harbour, or Crefwick river, Stony river, and the fouth branch of Raritan 
river; it extends in length along Hudfon’s river, and on the coafts, 100 miles; in 
breadth it is very unequal; it is divided into counties, for which there was little occa- 
fion, as Bergen County, Effex County, Middlefex on the north fide of Raritan river, 
and Monmouth County on the fouth. According to fome writers, Weft Jerfey is 
divided from the other by a line from north to fouth ; contains the like number of 
counties, viz. Burlington, Gloucefter, Salem, and Cape May. 

Thefe two provinces are in the hands of different proprietors, who made many affign- 
ments of their rights, which would take up too much room to enter into the detail of 
here, and therefore we {hall content ourfelves with obferving, that the proprietors both 
of the Eaft and Weft Jerfeys, on the 2 2d of April 1702, put them into the hands of 
Queen Anne, and they have been ever fince governed by the royal authority, having 
a governor, council, and affembly; which governor has power of appointing a deputy. 
We muft alfo remark, that fometimes this government has been granted by a feparate 
commiflion to the lame perfon intruded with that of New York; but at prefent they 
are in different haijds. The chief towns in the Jerfeys are Perth Amboy, the capital 
of the county of Middlefex, and of all Eaft Jerfey, pleafantly fituated at the mouth of 
Raritan river, and, had it been built according to the intended model, would have 
been one of the fineft towns in North America; but planters have not reforted to it, as 
was expe&ed; notwithftanding, it is fo commodioufly fituated for trade, that (hips of 
three hundred tons may come up in one tide, and lie before the merchants doors; but 
the town of Elizabeth, fituate to the north of it, flourifties much more, and may {till 
be deemed the molt confiderable town; in the county of Bergen, the capital of the 
county of the fame name; Elizabeth town, capital of the county of Effex, and formerly 
of Middlefex; Middleton, Shrewfbury, and Frehold, in the county of Monmouth; 
Burlington or Bridlington, the capital of the county of Burlington, and of all Weft 
Jerfey; this town is fituate 40 degrees 40 minutes of' north latitude, on an ifland in the 
middle of the river Delawar, to the northward of Philadelphia in Penfyivania, and on 
the oppofite fide of the river; the houfes are handfomely built of brick, and laid out 
into fpacious ftreets, with commodious quays and whaj&, to which {hips of tvfo or 
three hundred tons may come up ; it has alfo a handfome market-place, a town-houfe 
or guildhall, where the courts c f jufuie were heretofore held, and two good bridges 
over the river; the one called Loiuion-bridgc, and the other York-bridge, and having 
an eafy communication with Philadelphia and the ocean, by the river Salem, which 
falls into Delawar bay, it is faid to be one of the belt towns in Weft Jerfey, whether 
we confider its fituation, building, or trade. 

The trade of the two Jerfeys, as alfo the foil and conveniences of rivers and creeks, 
are much the fame, except that Weft Jerfey, by its fituation on Delawar river, 
abounds more in the latter. The country yields plenty of all forts of grain, and the 
inhabitants are faid to have been fo fcrupulous, that they would not enter upon a new 
plantation before they had purchased it of the Indians, which they did at no very dear 
rate. It is computed that they are about fixteen thoufand fouls, and about three thou- 
fend men fit to bear arms. There are not two hundred Indians in this province, indeed 
neither hpre or elfewhere in the Britifh empire, are the Indians of any force, unlefs in 
conjunction with the French at Canada, or the Spaniards in Florida. The Indians are 
now rather an help than 5 n hurt to the Englifh, and here efpedally they wilh there 
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were more of them than there are, fo nfeful have they found them. Befides provifions 
for the lugar iflands, the inhabitants drive a trade in furs and Ikins, and a little in 
tobacco ; but it would be well if the colonies cultivated that lefs and provifion more, 
or any other commodities that are fit for foreign markets, which are much clogged by 
the product of our tobacco plantations; they fhip off train-oil, fifti* corn, and fome 
other provifions for Portugal, Spain and the Canaries; Ihips may be built at Perth, 
but New England engrofles that trade, and has the belt and the moft materials for it; 
and it muff be owned that New York is the bell market New Jerfey has, for the buying 
and felling any confiderable quantity of goods of any kind. 

This may poflibly keep the Jerfeys a little under, but notwithftandinglhe difficulties 
they have had to ffruggle with, it is very certain that within thefe twenty or thirty 
years paft they have increafed prodigioufly, and nothing can give a check to it except 
fome fudden fufpicion of their dealing in commodities and fetting up manufactures 
which may interfere with th’ofe of their mother country. I do not deny, that if there 
were any juft grounds for fuch a fufpicion care oug'nr to be taken and fome remedy 
applied, but then this requires great caution. In former times, when we were lefs 
ufed to trade we encouraged all; and provided our people were but employed, and 
traders bufy, we took it for granted that profit muff enfue, and fo very probably it did. 
But the prefent age is fo unacquainted with the caufe of the increafe qf our riches, that 
they rather interrupt than encourage it, and inltead of inlarging lay hold of fome final! 
trifling things which they think may touch their private intereft rather than promote the 
general good ; and if they think any commodity from the plantations interferes with 
fomething we have at home, fome hafty ftep is taken to prevent it; fo that for the fake 
of laving one penny we often debar ourfelves of things of a thoufand times the value. 
This misfortune will happen to any trading nation, if the perfons who have the regula¬ 
tion of the commerce cfo not underftand it well enough to diftinguilh nicely between 
thofe channels by which riches flow in upon them and thofe that carry them away; 
and therefore, when things are carried into a wrong channel by fome of the planters, 
merchants are afraid to mention thole diforders for fear the remedy fliould prove worfe 
than the difeafe. The gentlemen that would judge of thefe things ought to inform 
themfclves what this nation was one hundred and fifty years ago, how we have increafed 
in riches fince that time, what price com, cattle, and land bore then, and what now; 
and what concurring circumftaepes have put us in fo flourifhing a condition, who were 
then fo inconfiderable in trade, that even London, the metropolis of this kingdom, 
made but a fmall figure to what Bruges, Antwerp, and other Iianfe Towns did, as well 
as the great cities in the Mediterranean. 

If we examine into the circumftances of the inhabitants of our plantations and our’ 
own, it will appear that not one fourth part of their produCt redounds to their own 
profit; for, out of all that comes here, they only carry back clothing and other 
accommodations for their families, all which is of the manufa&ure and merchandize of 
this kingdom. If there is any thing to fpare it is bid up here, and their children are 
fent home to be educated; if there is enough to fupport the family they come here, 
and only an overfeer is left upon the plantation to direct, and the whole produce is 
remitted home, and if enough to purchafe an eftate, then it is laid out in Old England. 
All thefe advantages we receive by the plantations, befides the mortgages on the 
planters eftates, and the high intereft they pay us, which is very confiderable; and 
therefore very great care ought to be taken in regulating all affairs of the colcof^s, that 
the planters be not put under too many difficulties, but encouraged to go on cheerfully. 
They are bora with us, or the defendants of fuch, and we krfbw nothing but the want 
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of the means to Jive at home keeps them abroad. There are very few trading or manu¬ 
facturing towns in the kingdom but have fome dependence on the plantation trade. It 
is true, thefe, and in general all the northern colonies, have not commodities and pro¬ 
ducts enough to fend us in return for purchafing their neceflary clothings, &c. but 
are under very great difficulties, and therefore any ordinary fort fells with them; and 
when they are grown out of fafhion with us they are new-faflrioned enough there; and 
befides thole places are the great markets we have to difpcfe of fuch goods, which are 
generally fent at the rilk of the fliopkeepers and traders of England, who are the great 
exporters, and not the inhabitants of the colonies, as fome have imagined. As the 
colonies are markets for thofe forts of goods, fo they are receptacles for young mer¬ 
chants who have not flocks of their own, and therefore all our plantations are filled 
with fuch who receive the confignments of their friends from hence; and when they 
have got a fufficient flock to trade with they return home, and other young men take 
their places, fo that the continual motion and intercourfc'our people have into the 
colonies may be compared to bees in a hive, which go out empty, but come home 
loaded; by which means the foundations of many families are laid. The numbers, of 
lailors, and other tradefinen, who have all their dependance upon this traffic, are pro- 
digioufly great. 

Our fattors, wjio frequent the northern colonies, being under difficulties to make 
returns for fuch goods as they dilpofe of, what gold, filver, logwood, and other com¬ 
modities they trade for upon the Spanifh coaft is fent home to England, as alfo oil,, 
whale-fins, and many other goods j likewife another great part of returns is made by 
fhips built there, and difpofed of in the Streights, and other parts of Europe, and the 
money remitted to us. Now all thofe (hips are called New England fliips, and our 
factors, after they undertake any bufinefs, are no longer called Englifhmen, but New 
Englanders, and the Ihips they build, we are informed, are regiflered as New England 
fhips. I fliall therefore humbly recommend it to fuch gentlemen as are guardians of 
the trade of the nation, that our own intereft is not miftaken for thofe of the planters ; 
for every reftraint and difficulty put upon our trade with them makes them have recourfe 
to their own products, which they manufacture, a thing of great confequenee to us, 
and ought to be guarded again!! ; for if they are fupplied with their dwn manufactures, 
a great part of the advantages we (hould otherwife receive is cut oil' j and therefore, as 
it is elfewhere obferved, if care is taken to find them- employment, and turn their 
induftry another way, now they are in their infancy, this may with a very little trouble: 
be avoided. 

There is another advantage we receive by our plantations,, which is hardly fo much 
as thought of j I mean the prodigious increafe of our Ihipping by the timber trade, 
between Portugal, &c. and our plantations, which ought to have all poffible encou¬ 
ragement, for by it we have crept into all the corners in Europe, and become the com¬ 
mon carriers in the Mediterranean, as well as between the Mediterranean, Holland, 
Hamburg, and the Baltic, and this is the caufe of fo great an addition to our fhipping, 
and the reafon why the Dutch, &c. are fo exceedingly funk. But ifever a flop fhould 
be put to the building of Ihips in New England, &c. and carrying our timber from 
the nee, we fhould foon fink in our navigation, and that of the Dutch flourifh in its. 
former height and grandeur. The numbers of Englifh fhips, we fo often read of, that 
are at Lifbon, or the Streights, is a fufficient demonftration of the truth of rhis; doubt- 
lefs a gre^t many of thefe fliips are laden upon account of the Dutch, for nothing is 
more ciJmmon than their hiring our fliips (which difeharge their loading in the Streights), 
to tranfnort their goods B om Spain, &c. to Amftcrdam, and other places. 
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We have a great many young men who are bred to the fea, and have friends to fup- 
port them; if they cannot get) employment at home they go to New England, and the 
northern colonies, with a cargo of goods, which they there fell at a very great profit, 
and with the produce build a (hip, and purchafe a loading of lumber, and fail for Por¬ 
tugal, or the Streights, &c. and after difpofing of their cargoes, they frequently ply from 
port to port in the Mediterranean, till they have cleared fo much money as will, in a 
good part, pay for the firft coft of the cargo carried out by them; and then, perhaps, 
fell their fhips; come home; take up another cargo from their employers; and fo go 
back and build another fhip. By this means multitudes of feamen are brought up, and 
upon a war the nation is better provided with a great number of failors,*than hath been 
heretofore known. Here the mafter becomes merchant alfo, and many of them gain, 
by this lumber trade, great eftates; and a vaft tveafure is thereby yearly brought into 
the kingdom, in a way ne\y and unknown to our forefathers, and, indeed, it is gaining 
the timber trade (heretofore carried on by the Danes and Swedes ), our plantations 
being nearer the markets of Portugal and Spain than they are. Thofe advantages have 
made fome people think that though we efteem New. England, and the northern colo¬ 
nies, of fmall advantage to us, yet if things were truly ftated, they are as profitable as 
molt other of our plantations, or, which amounts to the fame thing, the caufe of the 
profits we reap from thofe other colonies, which, however, coming ,to us immediately 
from thence, feem to enrich us more than they really do, at the fame time that they 
hide from us the true fources of their own wealth. But, 

We will now quit this fubject, in order to follow the thread of our hiflory, which 
leads us next to fpeak of the fettling the Bahama Iflands, places that have not hitherto 
anfwercd in any proportion to the great expe&ations that were raifed upon the firft 
grant of them; though this is certainly fo little to be afcribed to them, that about 
twenty-five years ago there was a general difpofition in the moft knowing people of 
this kingdom to attempt a new fettlement there, which degenerating into a bubble, all 
hopes of that kind feem to be loft. Our bufmefs, however, is not with the modern, 
but with the antient, ftate of thefe iflands; of which, and of the motives for fettling 
them, we Avail give the cleared: account we can. 

10. The Lucayos, or Bahama Iflands, are fituated in the Atlantic Ocean, and to 
the north of the ifland of Cuba, ftretching from the north-eaft to the l’outh-weft, between 
21 and 27 degrees of northeituvlatitude, and between 73 and 81 degrees of weftern 
longitude. The ifland of Bahama, which communicates its name to the reft, is feated 
in the latitude of 26 degrees 30 minutes, at the diftance of about twenty and thirty 
leagues from the continent of Florida. It is about fifty miles in length, but very nar¬ 
row, fcarce any where fixteen, and in many places not half fo broad, but very pleafant 
and fruitful; the air temperate and ferene; the foil remarkably rich, and the country 
every where abounding with brooks and fprings of i'refli water. 

Though thefe iflands were the firft fruits of the new world, Columbus arriving firft 
at Guanahani, wjiich is one of them, and to which he gave the name of St. Salvador, 
yet the Spaniards never thought of fettling there, but contented themfelves with extir¬ 
pating the native inhabitants; a moft barbarous proceeding furely, fince at this time 
they were the beft people of any part of all America; fo that they wantonly murdered 
many thoufands to no purpofe in the world. As thefe iflands lie pretty much out ot 
the courfe of Ihipr. bound to the continent of America, it was long before we bad any 
notice of them; but in 1667 Captain William Sayle, being bound to Carolina, was 
forced by a ftorm amongft thefe iflands, which gave him an opportunity of examining 
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them carefully, particularly a large ifland, to which at that time he gave his own name, 
and is that which has been fince known by the name of New Providence. 

Upon his return to England, he acquainted the proprietors of Carolina with the 
fituation and circumftances of thefe iflands; obferving, that in cafe they were fettled, 
they might prove a great benefit to this nation, and at the fame time a conftant bar and 
check to the French and Spaniards, in cafe of a breach with either or both of thofe 
nations. Thefe reafons being fuggefted to King Charles the lid. his majefty was gra- 
cioufly pleafed to make a grant of the Bahama iflands, between the latitudes of 22 and 
27 degrees, to the following proprietors; viz. George Duke of Albemarle, William 
Lord Craven, Sir George Carteret, John Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord Alhly, and 
Sir Peter Coliiton, whofe heirs or afligns are, as I take it, poffeffed of thefe iflands at 
this day; by which I mean the foil and property, for as to the government, it has been 
for fome time in the hands of the crown; upon a fuppofitipn that this change would 
render thefe iflands more beneficial to the nation, as in procefs of time it very probably 
may ; but hitherto they have not been of any great fervice to the proprietors, the crown, 
or the nation; as we (hall Ihew, by entering a little into their hiflory, from their firlt 
fettlement to the prefent times, for reafons that in this hiflory will appear. 

Providence Ifland lies in the center of fome hundreds of iflands, fome of them many 
miles in length, others no bigger than knolls or little rocks, rifing above water; fo that 
one may imagine it mud be very dangerous for fhips to be forced amongft them in tem- 
pefts. The moll confiderable profit made by the inhabitants of Providence was, by 
the misfortune of fuch as were ihipwrecked, or fuch as, in a winter voyage for the 
continent of America, were driven to the Bahama Iflands, and put into Providence for 
provifions; for want of which, after they had lain a long while beating off the iflands, 
they ufed to be in great diftrefs. It is true, this ifland had little or none but what came 
from Carolina; however, the traders here kept ftore-houfes to fupply thofe that wanted, 
and they were a great relief to the unfortunate mariners, of whom we are fpeaking. 
The lfle of Providence lies in 25 degrees north latitude* is twenty-eight miles long and 
eleven miles broad, where it is broadeft. 

It had the name of Providence given it by Captain Sayle, after he had a fecond time 
been driven upon it, when he was bound for the Continent. The firft governor that 
was fent thither by the proprietaries, was Mr. Chillingworth; the time of his going 
there was about the year 1672 ; feveral people went front England, and the other colo¬ 
nies, to fettle there, and living a licentio is life, they were impatient under government; 
Mr. Chillingworth endeavouring to bring them to reafon, they affembled tumultuoufly, 
feized him, and {hipped him off for Jamaica, and lived every man as he thought beft 
for his own pleafure and intereft. The proprietaries found they had got an unruly 
colony to deal with, and it was a very fmall encouragement for any man to put himfelf 
into their hands after the treatment Mr. Chillingworth met with from them. 

However, fix or feven years after, the lords proprietaries made Mr. Clark governor, 
whofe fate was worfe ftili than his predeceffor’s; for the Spaniards, at t that time, being 
jealous of every new colony of the Englifh towards the fouth, came upon them in Pro¬ 
vidence, deftroyed all their {lock which they could not, or would not, carry off; and 
burnt feveral houfes that were upon the place. The inhabitants deferted it after this, 
and removed to other colonies. Mr. Trott, one of Governor Clark’s fucceffors, always 
afferted, that the Spaniards roafted Mr. Clark on a fpit, after they had killed himj 
but perijaps that is laid to increafe the terror of the {lory; but it is certain they killed 
him, end that after this invafion the ifland was uninhabited till about the time of the 
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Revolution, when feveral perfons removed thither from Europe and the Continent; 
among whom was Mr. Thomas Bulkley, who has printed a large account of his fuffer- 
ing there, during the arbitrary government of one Cadwallader Jones, whom the 
lords proprietors made governor upon this fecond fettlement of Providence in 
the year 1690, where he arrived on the 19th of June; but his adminiftration proved 
very unfortunate both for himfelf and the colony, in which there arofe fuch 
troubles and diffenfions, that he was once depofed and made prifoner, and again 
reftored. 

Nicholas Trott, Efq. fucceeded Mr. Jones in his government, and he built a fort in 
the town of Naffau ; notwithftanding which, the famous pirate Avery, forced the inha¬ 
bitants to let him have what victuals he wanted ; but fome time after, governor Trott 
put the ifland of Providence into fo good a condition, that though the French made 
feveral attempts, yet they yere always obliged to retire with lofs. In 1697 Nicholas 
Webb, Efq. was fent to fucceed Mr. Trott, and he held the government about 
three years; in which time thefe iflands were in a better condition than they 
have ever been fince; and there was, in his time, in Providence and the adjacent 
iflands, near one thoufand inhabitants; fome tobacco was planted, a fugar mill fet 
up, and other improvements made; but, as we lhall fee hereafter, thefe were foon 
deftroyed. . 

To Mr. Webb fucceeded Elias Hafcott, Efq. who was fo little liked by the inha¬ 
bitants, that they took upon them to feize him, and put him in irons; and, having font 
him away, affutned the liberty of chufing a governor for themfelves, one Elias Light- 
good, Efq. in whofe time the fettlements were deftroyed; for, in July 1708, the 
Spaniards and French, from Petit Guaves, landed, furprizcd the fort, took the gover¬ 
nor prifoner, plundered and ftripped the Englifh, burnt the town of Naflau, all but 
Mr. Lightgood’s houfe, together with the church, fpoiled the fort, and nailed up the 
guns ; they carried off the governor, and about half the blacks, the reft faved themfelves 
in the woods; but in Oftober they came again, and picked up moft of the negroes. 
Mr. Lightgood having procured his liberty, by exchange or ranfom, came to Carolina, 
and going oft' thence in a veffel, on fome adventure, was never fince heard of. The 
Englifh inhabitants of the Bahamas, after this fecond invafton, thought it in vain to 
ftay longer; fo they removed, fome to Carolina, fome to Virginia, and fome to New 
England, and other places. * „ 

The proprietors having appointed one Mr. Birch to go over governor to Providence, 
who, not having heard of the defertion of the inhabitants, went thither; but finding 
it a defart, he did not give himfelf the trouble to open his commifiion ; he remained there 
two or three months, and was all that while forced to fleep in the woods; after which 
he returned back, and left the place uninhabited. This and the other Bahama Iflands, 
were looked upon to be fo neceffary for the fecurity of our trade in the Weft Indies, 
that the parliament of England have not thought them unworthy of their care, as well 
to have them cleared of pirates, as to defend them againft both Spaniards and French, 
who find their fituation very convenient to annoy or befriaid their commerce. In 
Queen Anne’s war both Spaniards and French over-ran and plundered the Bahama 
Iflands twice. Upon which, in March 1714, the TIoufe of Lords addreffed her Majefty, 
that the Ifland of Providence might be put in a poll tire of defence. Their lordftups 
obferving it Vould be of fatal confequence, if the Bahama Iflands (hould fall into the 
hands of an enemy, they therefore prayed her Majefty to take the faid iflands i$to her 
hands, and give fuch order for their fecurity as in her royal wifdom fhe fhould think. 
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fit; but nothing was done. And for the future guidance of fuch as have it in their 
power to do good offices for our American colonies, it js not improper to remember, 
that their lordlhips, four years after, took notice of that neglect in an addrefe to his late 
Majefty King George ; in which they fay there were not any the leaft means ul'ed in 
compliance with that advice, for fecuring the Bahama Iflands, and that then the pirates 
had a lodgment with a battery on Harbour Ifland; and that the ufual retreat, and 
general receptacle for the pirates, was at Providence. Hereupon his Majefty was 
pleafed to give direftions for diflodging thele pirates, and making fettlcments, and a 
fortification for its fecurity and defence. 

Purfuant to this addrefs, Captain Woods Rogers was appointed governor, the fame 
perfon which went with the Duke and Duchefs of Briftol to the South Sea, and, made 
a profperous voyage, eight years before. He failed for Providence in 1718, taking 
with him a naval force for fubduing the pirates; in the mean time Colonel Bennet, 
governor of Bermudas, fent a {loop to that ifland, requiring them to furrender them- 
felves, purfuant to the late proclamation. The pirates who were then on the ifland, 
very gladly accepted of the mercy offered them thereby, and promifed to furrender 
themfelves as foon as they could get paffage to the Englifh colonies ; adding that they 
did not doubt but their fellows, who were at fea, would gladly do the fame after their 
example. Accordingly, Captain Henry Jennings, and fifteen others, immediately 
followed the floop to Bermudas, and furrendered themfelves ; and Captain Lallie, and 
Captain Nichols, with a good number of their pirates, fent word that they would alfo 
furrender. The above-mentioned proclamation was brought hither by Captain Peers, 
in the Phoenix frigate, then lately ftationed at New York ; befides the above, Captain 
Hernigold, Captain Burges furrendered, and in the whole as many of their men as 
amounted to one hundred and fourteen, which were followed by many more ; how¬ 
ever piracy was not fuppreffed, nor did Captain Rogers anfwer the expectations of 
thofe that employed him; though at his arrival here he feemed very zealous in the 
fervice he was fent for. 

He arrived at Naffau, in Providence, in July 1718. Vane, one of the captains of 
the pirates, knowing what errand he came upon, to reduce thofe robbers by the pro¬ 
clamation or by force, caufed a French {hip of twenty-two guns, which he had taken, 
to be fet on fire, intending to make ufe of her as a ftre-fliip, to burn the Rofe frigate, 
which came with governor Woods Rogers; and, indeed* the Rofe would have been in 
much danger, had fhe not got off in time, by cutting Her cables. But Vane’s bold and 
ra{h attempt could not have fecured nim ; for befides the Rofe, there was at hand the 
Milford man of war, and anothef, aboard which was the governor. Thefe were foon 
after feen ftanding in for the harbour of Naffau, upon which Vane, and about fifty of 
his men, made off in a {loop. The governor fent a floop of fufficient force after 
them, but the pirates got off; and the Milford, and the other man of war run aground. 
The 27th of July Mr. Woods Rogers came on fhore, took poffeflion of the fort, and 
caufed his Majefty’s commiffion to be read in the prefence of the officers, foldiers, and 
about three hunched people, whom he found there at his arrival‘ which had been 
almoft daily exercifed in arms for their defence, in cafe of attack by the Spaniards or 
French. As for the pirates, they were not in fo great fear of them, moft of them 
having been themfelves of the fraternity, who had furrendered and made their peace 
with the government. Woods Rogers brought with him above one hundred foldiers, 
and this^oint force which was, and might have been ftill further, recruited, being 
fuffici&t to fecure the Bahama Iflands againft any enterprize of the French and 

Spaniards j 



OF THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA. 


36 r 

Spaniards; Mr. Rogers fet hiinfelf to regulate the government, and reftore order in it, 
which had been negle&ed feveral years part. 

Of the adventurers who came with him, fix were nominated to be of the council, as 
alfo fix of the inhabitants, who had never been pirates themfelves; and thus the appear¬ 
ance of government was renewed. As foon as the governor and council had fettled 
the board, about two hundred of thofe that had been pirates furrendered themfelves 
to them, had certificates of their furrender, and took the oaths of allegiance, as did, 
voluntarily, the greateft part of the inhabitants of Providence ; wherein, a few years 
after, were computed to be one thoufand five hundred fouls, out of thefe were formed 
three companies of militia, under officers of their own ifland; thefe companies took 
their turn every night in the town guard at Naflau, and the independent company was 
always upon duty in the fort here, and another of eight guns ere&cd at the eafternmoft 
entrance into the harbour. 

It was by thefe methods that the face of affairs, in this part of the world, was entirely 
changed ; the town of Naflau rebuilt; a regular force eftablifhed in Providence, and 
plantations fo laid out, that the country looked like an Englifh fettlement. Within a 
fhort time after, the neighbouring ifland of Eluthera was fettled likewife, upon which, 
about fixty families fixed themfelves, ere&ed a fmall fort for their defence, and raifed 
a company of militia under their deputy governor, Mr. Holmes, by whofe prudent 
management matters were chiefly brought to bear ; the like was done in Harbour Ifland, 
where the plantation foon grew more confiderable, and a larger fort Was built for the 
protection of the inhabitants. Captain Woods Rogers returning to England, was 
iucceeded in his government by Captain Fitzwilliams, in whofe time an independent 
company, that had been feat thither mutinied, which had like to have produced fome 
very fatal confequences, but was happily fuppreffed ; and by the moderation of the 
governor, only few of themoft guilty were made examples. 

This happened in the year 1736, from which time thefe iflands have been improving, 
though flowly. It may well be wondered at by confiderate perfons, that confidering 
the number of poor people and men out of employment, which before the war peftered 
the ftrects of this city, and of all the great towns in the kingdom; fome methods 
were not taken foi* fending them over to thefe iflands, which would have been a relief 
to the people here, afforded them a comfortable fubfiftence, and have contributed to 
augment the ftrength and inersafe the riches of this nation. I fhall content myfelf with 
juft hinting this as it falls in my" way, and proceed to the next corporation formed for 
enlarging our commerce within the period of time afiigned to this feCtion. 

11. This was the Hudfon’s Bay Company, ere&Sd by King Charles the lid. upon, 
the following occafion; Monfieur Radifon, and Monfieur Goofelier, two Frenchmen, 
meeting with fome favages in the lake of Aflimponals, in Canada, they learnt of them 
that they might go by land to the bottom of the bay, where the Englifh had not yet been ; 
upon which they defired them to conduct them thither, and the favages accordingly 
did it. The two Frenchmen returned to the upper lake the fame way they came, 
and thence to Quebec, the capital of Canada; where they offered the principal mer¬ 
chants to carry fhips to Hudfon’s Bay, but their projedt was rejected; thence they 
went to France, in hopes of a more favourable hearing at court; but after prefenting 
feveral memorials, and fpending a great deal of time and money, they were aafwered 
as they had *been at Quebec, and their projed looked upon as chimerical. The King 
of England’s ambaffador at Paris, hearing what propofal they had made, imagined he 
Ihould do his country good fejjvice by engaging them to ferye the Enghfn? who 
had already pretences to the Bay, perfuaded them to go fsr London, where they 
vol. xn. 3 a • .met 
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(net with a favourable reception from fome men of quality, merchants and others, who 
employed Mr. Gillam, a perfon long ufed to the New England trade, to perfect this 
difeovery. 

He failed in the Nonefuch ketch, in the year 1667, into Baffin's Bay, to the height 
of 75 degrees, and from thence fouthward to 51 degrees, where he entered a river, to 
which he gave name of Prince Rupert’s River; and finding the favages difpofed to a 
friendly commerce, he ere&ed a (mall fortrefs there, which he ftyled Charles Fort. 
The fuccefs of this expedition was fo remarkable, that the perfons concerned in 
fitting out this vcffel, upon the return of Mr. Gillam, applied themfelves to King 
Charles the lid. for a patent, who accordingly granted them one, dated the 2d of May, 
in the 22d year of his reign, A. D. 1670. The fir ft directors of what was called the 
Hudfon’s Bay Company, were Prince Rupert, Sir James Hayes, Mr. William Young, 
Mr. Gerrard Weymans, Mr. Richard Cradock, Mr. John JLetton, Chriftopher Wren, 
Efq. and Mr. Nicholas Haywood. 

The bay lies from 64 degrees north latitude, to 51 degrees, and is 10 degrees or 
fix hundred miles in length. The mouth of the (freights lies in about 61 degrees 
north latitude, and is fix leagues over. At the mouth is an ifland called Refolution; 
Charles Ifland, Salilbury Ifland, and Nottingham are in the (freights, and Mansfield 
Ifland is in the mouth of the bay. Hudfon’s Streights, which leads to the bay, are about 
one hundred and twenty leagues in length; the land on both fides inhabited by 
lavages, of whom wc have little or no knowledge. The fouth coaft is known by the 
name of the Terra de Labrador, the north by as many names as men of feveral 
nations have been there, and pretended to the difeovery. On the weft fide of the 
bay the Englifh made a lettlement, built a fort at Port Nelfon, and all that country 
goes by the name of New South Wales. The bay here is called Button’s and Hudfon’s 
Bay, which is broadeft in this place, and may be near one hundred and thirty leagues.. 
On the other (here, or the coaft of Labrador, lie feveral iflands, called the Sleeper’s 
lfles, and the Baker’s Dozen. The bottom of the bay, by which we underftand all 
that part of it from Cape Henrietta Maria, in New South Wales, to Redonda, below 
Prince Rupert’s River, is about 80 leagues long, and all the way between 40 and 50 
leagues over. Here are feveral iflands to which the firft adventurers gave the names 
of fome great men in England, or fome that employed them; as Lord Wefton’s Ifland, 
Sir Thomas Roe’s Ifland, Charleton Ifland, and others. * 

The two oppofite fhores are called the Eaft Main and Weft Main ; the former is 
Labrador, and latter New South Wales. The Continent at the bottom of the bay 
is, by the French pretended to be part of New France; and, indeed, to crofs the 
country from Saint Margaret’s River, which runs into the river of Canada, to 
Rupert’s River, at the bottom of Hudfon’s Bay, is not above one hundred and 
fifty miles. At Rupert’s River the Englifh built their firft fort, which they 
called Charles Fort. They never had any towns or plantations here, but live 
within their forts in little houfes or huts, wherein the builder^ confider nothing 
but how to defend them from the cold and rains, though they are not fo much difturbed 
by the latter as by the former. There is an ifland about five or fix leagues from the 
Weft Main called the little Rocky Ille, it being a mere heap of rocks and ftones, with 
fome fmall brufh-wood growing upon it; it is fuppofed to overflow with great north- 
Weft winds, which make a high tide all over the bay; "in this ifle is plenty of gulls 
and &a fwallows ; about three miles from the fouth-fouth-eafl: part of the ifland lies a 
dangerous reef of fand ; which is dry at low water. Charleton Ifland is a dry white 
fand, covered over t with a white mofs, full of trees, juniper and fpruce, though not 
very large. This ifland affords a beautiful prolpect to fuch as arc near it in the fpring, 
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after a long voyage of three or four months, in the mod uncomfortable Teas in the 
world, occafioned by the vaft mountains of ice which drive in the bay and freights ; 
againft: which, if (hips happen to ftrike, they are dallied in pieces, as certainly as- if 
they ran againft rocks; for, indeed, they are rocks petrified by the violence of the 
continual frofts. To fee one day the fliore on the Weft Main bare, the mountains 
covered with fnow, and nature looking as if frozen to death ; and the next to behold 
Charleton Ifland fpread with trees, and the branches making, as it were, a green tuft 
of the whole, is a change capable of giving the greateft pleafure, after the fatigues of 
an intolerable winter voyage. 

The air, even at the bottom of the bay, though by the latitude it is’nearer the fun 
than London, being in 51 degrees, is exceflive cold for nine months; the other three 
months very hot; but on a north-weft wind the foil on the Eaft Main, as well as the 
Weft, bears no manner of grain; fome fruits, goofeberries, ftrawberries, and dewberries, 
grow about Prince Rupert’s River. The commodities for trade here are guns, 
powder, Ihot, cloth, hatchets, kettles, tobacco, &c. which the Englilh exchange with 
the Indians, for furs, beavers, martins, foxes, rnoofe, and other fkins and furs. The 
great profits acquired by this trade, and the profpett of ingrofling it, wholly engaged 
the new company to profecute their meafures vigoroufly, and to do all that lay in their 
power to fettle a good correfpondence with the natives, whom they found very tradable 
in that point, and willing to do any thing they could exped from them upon reafon- 
able terms; for the Indians about Rupert’s River, and other places in the bay, are 
more fimple than the Canadans, who have had longer commerce with the Europeans; 
they are generally peaceable, and not given to quarrel, either amongft themfelves or 
others, except the Nodways, a wild, barbarous people on the borders of Hudfon’s 
Streights, who fometimes, in flight parties, make incurfions on the other Indians, and 
having murdered eight or ten, return in triumph. 

The Indians of certain diftrids, which are bounded by fuch and fuch rivers, have 
each an okimah, as they call him, or captain, over them, who is an old man, con* 
lidered only for his prudence and experience; he has no authority but what they 
think fit to give him upon certain occafious ; he is the fpeech-maker to the Englilh, 
as alfo in their own councils, when they meet every fpring and fall to fettle the dif- 
pofition of their quarters, for hunting, fowling, and filhing; every family have 
their boundaries adjufted, which they feldom quit, except they have no fuccefs there 
in their hunting, and then they join in with fome family who have fucceeded. Their 
notions of religion are but very (lender; they fay there are two Monetoes,or Spirits, the 
one fends all the good things, and the other all the bad. Their worlhip confifts in 
fongs and dances at their feafts, in honour of their Monetoes that have favoured 
them; but if they are fick or familhed, they hang fome little bauble which they fet 
a value upon, on the top of a pole near the tent, to pacify the fpirit offended, as. 
they conceive. 

But to return fo our hiftory : in the year 1670 the company fent over Charles- 
Bailey, Efq. as their governor, who with Mr. Radifon, fettled at Rupert’s River, and 
another factory was eftablilhed at Fort Nelfon. Some years after William Lydall, Efq. 
was fent to fucceed Mr. Bailey, and one Mr. Bridger was fent to Fort Nelfon. In 1683 
Henry Serjeant, Efq. was made governor at Rupert’s River, with orders to be very 
careful of tHe French, who began now to Ihew themfelves very jealous of the trade 
carried on by the Englilh company with the natives; and at the fame timetlvy were 
not a little perplexed by fome bad practices among their own fervants; who confider* 
ing the hardlhips they endured in that miferable cold country,, thought they might 
* 3 a 2 ’make 
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make bold with fome part of the profits, which were entirely owing to their labour and 
negociations with the natives; for the company by theii* governors and agents, made 
fuch contrafts with the captains, or kings of rivers, or territories where they had 
fettlements for the freedom of trade there, exclufive of all others, that the Indians 
could not pretend they had encroached upon them. Thefe contra&s were as firm 
as the Indians could make them by fuch ceremonies as were moft facred and obliga¬ 
tory among them. 

In the year 1686 we find the company in poffeffion of five fettlements, viz. Albany 
River, Hayes I {land, Rupert’s River, Fort Nelfon, and New Severn; their trade at 
each of them was very confiderable. From Albany River they had generally three 
thoufand five hundred beavers a year, and by Mr. Serjeant’s great care and fidelity, 
their commerce increafed fo much, that the French began to be afraid all the upland 
Indians might be drawn down to the bay. They knew they could do any thing with 
King James II. who then reigned in England ; and therefore they refolved to drive the 
Englifh out of all their places in the bottom of the bay. Firft they took Hayes Ifland, 
and then the fort on Rupert’s River. The French company at Canada procured a 
detachment of foldiers to be fent, under the Chevalier de Troyes, who came over land 
from Quebec, and in a time of profound peace committed thefe ads of hoflilities. It 
is worth obferving, that the French have fo good an opinion of their American colonies,, 
as to take not only all lawful, but even unlawful means, to preferve and enlarge them, 
as contemptible as they are in themfelves; whereas theEnglifh, who, next the Spaniards, 
have the richeft plantations in this part of the world, have been as negligent of them as if 
they were not worth keeping. 

The 8th of July, the Chevalier de Troyes came before the fort at Albany River, 
where the governor Mr. Serjeant, then refided. Two Indians having informed him- 
of their having furprized the forts at Hayes Ifland and Rupert’s River, and had 
brought with them the great guns from thefe places, the governor did all that was in 
his power to defend the place, but was not able to keep it above a week, as appears by 
the articles of his furrender, dated July the 16th, 1686, which articles were but 
indifferently kept. In 1693, the Hudfon’s Bay Company, beipg aflifted by the 
government, retook all the forts and fa&ories of which the French had deprived 
them in time of peace j but they were foon after driven out of them again by 
the French. . * , 

In the year 1696, the Company app’ied themfelves to King William, reprefenting 
their own incapacity to maintain themfelves againft the French, and praying the affift- 
ance of the crown for their fupport; upon which two men of war were ordered to 
their aififtance, under the command of Captain Allen, who coming into the River 
Hayes, fent to fummon all the forts to furrender; and the French governor, finding he 
could not defend them againft the Englifh, capitulated; and on the 2d of Auguft, in 
the fame year, furrendered Albany Fort upon certain articles, the chief of which werej 
that all thofe in the fort, as well French as Indians, and one Englishman, the gover¬ 
nor’s fervant, fhould have their lives and liberties; and that no harm or violence fhould 
be done to their perfons, or any thing that belonged to them ; that they fhould march- 
out with their arms, drums beating, colours flying, match lighted at both ends, ball 
in mouth, and carry with them the two guns brought from France; that they fhould 
all embark with their clothes, and goods, without being vifited or pillaged m any things 
and, i&ftby met with any French veffels, there fhould be a truce between the Englifh 
and them ; and the faid french veffels fhould be permitted to take aboard the perfons 
that came out of th$ fame fort, with all that belonged to them. Thefe conditions 

were 
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were a little too honourable t» grant, though they were complied with. Captain Allen 
took the governor, andfome.of his men, aboard his own fhip, the Bonadventure j 
fome he put aboard the Seaford, and the reft aboard a merchant-man, called the 
Doring. 

In his return he fought the Mary Rofe frigate, then a French privateer of fifty 
guns, and was killed in the engagement; which gave the Frenchman an opportunity 
to bear away. As to the other two forts, they followed the fate of Albany, and Mr. 
Knight was reftored to the government of Fort Nelfon. Mr. Knight had ferved Mr. 
Sergeant while he was governor of Fort Albany, and was acquainted with the trade. 
In the year 1697, the Hampftiire frigate, and Owners Love fireilup, two of the king’s 
fhips, were loft in this bay, and all the men drowned. Indeed the ice rendered it fo 
dangerous, that the commerce feemed not to be worth the rilk that was run for it. 
Whether thofe two fhips rup againft thofe frozen mountains that float in the fea, or 
foundered, is not known; but it is certain they were loft, and that all the men 
perifhed; which was the caufe of fome inconvenience. After this time it appears 
very clearly, that the trade of the Hudfon’s Bay Company declined extremely, but 
whether from any advantage gained in trade by the French, or from any ill manage¬ 
ment of their affairs at home or abroad, I cannot pretend to fay. This, however, is 
certain, that in the next general war the French had renewed their, attacks upon the 
fettlements of the Hudfon's Bay Company, and this with fuch effect, that they foon 
left them nothing but Fort Albany, which very well accounts for the low ftate of 
their trade to the end of the war, and fome time after. At the making the treaty at 
Utrecht, great care was taken of this company, who by the 10th and nth articles 
have every thing reftored to them that had been taken hom them, and an equitable 
jatisfaftion ftipulated for their Ioffes. Since which time the trade of the company 
has wonderfully encreafed, infomuch that it became, at lead, treble to what it was 
at the time that peace was made, and is ftili in a very flourifhing condition. 

It is very natural for fuch as reap the benefit of any branch of trade, to be as filent 
and fecret about it as pollible, which is the reafon that till within thefe few years both 
the country and the commerce of Hudfon’s Bay were very little, and indeed fcarce 
at all known here,’ though carried on entirely by this nation. As for the French, they 
had fo little notion of it that they treated all Mr. Iberville’s projects upon this fubjedt 
as mere chimeras ; and when a memorial was prefented to the Regent Duke of Orleans* 
fetting forth the great dangers theFrenoh fettlements in North America muft run, if the 
F.nglilh fhould ever lay open this trade, or think of tranfporting their felons into this 
part of the world, it was looked upon as a mere vifion. But fince that time they are 
become much better acquainted with this part of America, as appears from the account I 
have already given from one of their authors. 

But as to the product and prefent condition of this country, the bell account I 
ever faw of it, is that publifhed by Mr. Dobbs, from the mouth of one experimentally 
acquainted with it, and from whom I Ihall borrow as much as I think may fuffice to 
give the reader a general notion of its nature and importance. “ The Indians being 
obliged to go afhore every day to hunt for provisions, delays them very much in their 
voyages; for their canoes are fo very fmail, holding only two men and a pack of one 
hundred beaver (kins, that they cannot carry provifions with them for any time. If 
they had lafger canoes, they would make their voyages ftiorter, and carry many more 
beavers to market, at leaft four times as many, befides other (kins of value,-which are 
too heavy for their prefent canoes ; this, and the high price of the F.uropean goods* 
by the company in exchange, difcourages the natives fo much, that if they were not 

* ' ’ abfolutely 
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abfolutely under a neceflity of having guns, powder, and {hot, hatchets, and other iron 
tools for their hunting, and tobacco, brandy, and fome.paint for luxury, they would 
not go down to the faftory with what they now carry. At prefent they leave great 
numbers of furs and fkins behind them. A good hunter among the Indians can kill 
fix hundred beavers in a feafon, andean carry down but one hundred} the reft he ufes 
at home, or hangs them upon branches of trees, upon the death of their children, as 
an offering to them, or ufe them for bedding and coverings. They fometimes burn 
off the fur, and roaft the beavers like pigs, upon any entertainments, and they often 
let them rot, having no further ufe for them. The beavers, he fays, are of three 
colours, the brown reddifh colour, the black, and white ; the firfl is the cheapeft, the 
black is moft valued by the company in England, the white the moft valued in 
Canada, giving eighteen {hillings, when others give five or fix {hillings; it is blown 
upon by the companies fattors at the bay, they not allowing fo much for thefe as for 
the others, and therefore the Indians ufe them at home, or burn off the hair, when they 
roaft the beavers like pigs, at an entertainment when they feaft together. He fays 
thefe fkins are extremely white, and have a fine luftre, no fnow being whiter, and have 
a fine long for or hair. He has feen fifteen taken of that colour out of one lodge 
or pond. 

“ The beavers-have three enemies, man, otters, and the carcajon, or quecquehatch, 
which prey upon them, when they take them at advantage ; the laft is as large as a very 
great dog, it has a fhort tail like a deer or hart, and has a good for, valued at a beaver 
and a half in exchange. The beavers chiefeft food is the poplar, or tremble, but 
they alfo eat fallows, alders, and moft other trees, not having a refinous juice. The 
middle bark is their food ; in May, when the wood is not plenty, they live upon a 
large root which grows in the marches a fathom long, and as thick as a man’s leg, 
the French called it volet; but the beavers are not fo good food as when they feed 
upon trees. They will cut down trees about two fathoms in girth with their teeth, 
and one of them obferves, when it is ready to fall, and gives a great cry, and runs the 
contrary way, to give room for the reft to get out of the way. They then cut off all 
the twigs and fmaller branches, two or foree fathoms in length, and draw them to 
their houfes, which they have built in tneir ponds; after having raifed or repaired 
their pond head, and made it {launch, and thruft one end into the clay or mud, 
that they may lie under water all the winter, to 'preferve the bark green and 
tender, for their winter provifion. After cutting off the fmall branches, they cut 
and carry away the larger, until they come to the bole of the tree. The beavers 
are excellent food, but the tongue and tail the moll delicious parts of the whole. 
They are very fat from November until the end of March; they have their 
young in the beginning of fummer, at which time the females are lean by fuck- 
ling their young, and the males are lean the whole fummer, when they are making 
or repairing their ponds and houfes, and cutting down and providing timber and 
branches for their winter {lore. They breed once in a year, and .have from ten to 
'fifteen at a litter, which grow up in one feafon, fo that they multiply very fall; and 
if they can empty a pond and take the whole lodge, they generally leave a pair to 
breed, fo that they are fully flocked again in two or three years. The loup corvier, 
or lynx, is of the cat kind, but as large as a great dog ; it preys upon all beafts it can 
conquer, as does the tiger, which is the only bead in that country that will not fly 
from-afiian. The American oxen or beeves, have a large bunch upon their backs, 
which is by for the moft delicious part of them for food, it being all as fweet as marrow, 
juicy and rich, and weighs feveral pounds. 

“ The 
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“ The Indians weft of the bay, living an erratic life, can have no benefit by tame 
fowl or cattle; they feldorn ftay above a fortnight at a place, unlefs they find plenty 
of game. When they remove, after having built their hut they difperfe to get game 
for their food, and meet again at night, after having killed enough to maintain them 
that day; they do not go above a league or two from their hut. When they find 
fcarcity of game, they remove a league or two farther, and thus they traverfe through 
thefe woody countries and bogs, fcarce miffing one day winter or fummer, fair or foul, 
in the greateft ftorms of fnow, but what they are employed in fome kind of chace. The 
finaller game, got by traps or fnares, are generally the employment of women and 
children, fuch as the martins, fquirrels, ermins, &c. The elks, rein deer, 

bears, tigers, wild beef, wolves, foxes, beavers, otters, corcajon, &c. are the employment 
of the men. The Indians, when they kill any game for food, leave it where they kill it, 
and fend their wives next,day to carry it home. They go home in a dired line, 
never miffing their way by obfervation they make of the courfe they take upon their 
going out, and fo judge upon what point their huts are, and can thus dired themfelves 
upon any point of the compafs. The trees all bend towards the fouth, and the 
branches on that fide are larger and ftronger than on the north fide, as alfo the mofs 
upon the trees. To let their wives know how to come at the killed game, they from 
pi ice to place break off branches, and lay them in the road, pointing diem the way they 
ihould go, and fometimes mofs, fo that they never mifs finding it. 

“ In winter when they go abroad, which they muft do in all weathers to hunt and 
llioot, for their daily food, before they drefs they rub themfelves all over with bear’s 
greafe, or oil of beavers, which does not freeze, and alfo rub all the fur off their beaver 
coats, and then put them on ; they have alfo a kind of boots or dockings of beaver’s 
Ikin, well oiled, with the fur inwards, and above them they have an oiled {kin laced 
about their feet, which keeps out the cold, and alfo water where there is no ice or fiiow, 
and by this means they never freeze or fuller any thing by cold. In dimmer alfo, 
when they go naked, they rub themfelves with thefe oils or greafe, and expofe them- 
felves to the fun without being feorched, their (kins being always kept foft and fuppie 
by it, nor do any Hies, bugs, or mufkctoeSj or any noxious infed ever moleft them. 
When they want to get rid of it they go into the water, and rub themfelves all over 
with mud or clay, and let it dry upon them, and then rub it off. But whenever they 
are free from the oil, the flies and mulkeyies immediately attack thfem, and oblige 
them again to anoint themfelves. 

“ The Indians make no ufe of honey ; he faw n<? bees there but the wild humble- 
bee ; but they are fo much afraid of being flung with them, as they go naked in 
fummer, that they avoid them as much as they can. Nor he did not fee any of the 
maple they ufe in Canada to make fugar of, but only the birch, whofe juice they ufe 
for the fame purpofe ; boiling it until it is black and dry, and then ufing it with their 
meat. They ufe no milk front the time they are weaned, and they ill hate to tafte 
checfe, having taken up an opinion that it is made of dead men’s fat; they love 
prunes and railins, and will give a beaver ikin for twelve of them, to carry to their 
children, and alfo for a thrum or jew’s harp. 

“ He fays the women have all fine voices, but have never heard any mufical in- 
ftrument. They are very fond of all forts of pidurcs or prints, giving a beaver for the 
ieaft print, and all toys are like jewels to them. When he got to the natives, fouth- 
ward of Pachegoia, he had .about thirty cowries left, and a few fmall bells? It^s thaa 
hawks-bells. When he Ihewed one of them, they gave him a beaver’s {kin for it, and 
they were fo fond that fome gave him two lkins, or three marten {kins, for one, to 
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give their wives to make them fine. The martens they take in traps, for if they (hoot 
them their (kins would be fpoiled; they have generally five or fix at a litter. He fays 
the natives are fo difcouraged in their trade with the company, that no (kins are worth 
the carriage; and the fined furs were fold for very little, when they came to the 
faftory in June 1742. The prices they took for the European goods were much 
higher than the fettled prices fixed by the company, which the governors fix fo to (hew 
the company how zealous they are to improve their trade, and fell their goods to ad¬ 
vantage. He fays they gave but a pound of gunpowder for four beavers; a fathom of 
tobacco for feven beavers ; a pound of (hot for one ; an ell of coarfe cloth for fifteen; 
a blanket for twelve ; two fi(h-hooks or three flints for one ; a gun for twenty-five; a 
pidol for ten ; a common hat, with white lace, for feven ; an axe for four; a bill-hook 
for one; a gallon of brandy for four ; a chequered (hirt for feven ; all which were fold 
at a mondrous profit, even to two thoufand per cent., Notwithdanding this dif- 
couragemenr, the two fleets which went down with him, and parted at the Great Fork, 
carried down two hundred packs of one hundred each, twenty thoufand beavers ; and the 
other Indians who arrived that year, he computed, carried down three hundred 
packs of two hundred each, making thirty thoufand; in all fifty thoufand beavers, 
and above nine thoufand martens. 

“ The furs there are much more valuable than the furs upon the Canada lakes, fold 
at New York; for thefe will give five or fix (hillings per pound, when the others 
fell at three (hillings and fixpenca. He fays that if a fort was built at the Great Fork, 
(ixty leagues above York Fort, and a fa&ory with European goods was fixed there, 
and a reasonable price was put upon the European goods, that the trade would be 
wonderfully increafed ; for the natives from the fouthward of Pachegoia, could make, 
at lead, two returns in a fummer, and thofe at greater diftances could make one, who 
cannot now come at all; and above double the number would be employed in 
hunting, and many more (kins would be brought to market, that they cannot now 
afford to bring, for the expence and low price given for them. The dream is fo 
gentle from the Fork to York Fort, on either branch, that large veffels and (hallops 
may be built there, and carry down the bulky goods, and alfo return again againft 
the dream ; and the climate is good and fit to produce grain, pulfe, &c. and very good 
grafs and hay for horl'es and cattle ; and if afterwards any fettlement were made upon 
Pachegoia, and veffels built to navigate that lake, which* is not more northerly than the 
latitude of 52 degrees, the trade would be dill vadly inlarged and improved, and fpread 
the trade not only up the river and lakes, as far as the Lake du Bois and du Pluis, but 
alfo among the Affinibouls, and nations beyond them; and the nation de Vieux 
Hommes, who are two hundred leagues weftward of Pachegoia. He fays the nations 
who go up that river with prefents, to confirm the peace, are three months in going, 
and fay they live behind a range of mountains beyond Affinibouls; he faw feveral of 
them, who all wanted a joint of their little finger, which they faid was cut off foon after 
they were bom, but gave no reafon for it. , 

“ Whild he was at York Fort he got acquainted with an old Indian who lived at 
fome diftance from Nelfon's Bay to the weftward, being one of thofe they call the 
home Indians, who had about fifteen years ago, gone at tne head of thirty warriors to 
make war againft the Attimofpiquais, Tete Plat, or Plazcotez de Chiens, a nation 
lying northward, on the weftem ocean of America ; he was the only one that returned, 
all the left being killed, or perifhed through fatigue or want of food; upon their 
return, ivhen they went, they carried their own families with them, and hunted and 
from place ta place for two winters and one fummer, having left their country in 

jutumn, 



** Afi^ <1^ frartei^h their ftaulitotbey came to a ftreight ■^kht-'a w j ^ iife^ h 
throxaaoM***he fed cpaft iaydtmoft eaft'aad weft) fcfthofeidwtftfe 
AwM"Ad, mrtotnooak was afemft HW Un* as he peffcdshe 
**$» the 4 to» 1 Aker* paffing the ftreight, they coafted afoog%he* l fea foa^thnlfc 
graft feto the country and woods as they went along to huntfcrp*#yifio«. 
Hftfeid they Am a grest many targe black fifh, fpoutktg up water » Am feto * Aker 
dhjy’ bad thto^coaftedibr near three months, they few the footftepe oft fond* titan-on 
the^fand, by which they judged they were not far from their enemies t upon winch 
they;quitted*their canoes, and went five days through the woods and bum** which 
were but very low and fhrubby, and fo clofe they could with difficulty make way 
through it; and then came to the banks of a river, where they found'a large town of 
their enemies; and, after making their ufual cry, they difcharged their arrows and 
guns againft thofe who appeared; upon which they fled; but finding how few they 
were,* they returned and- killed fifteen of them, and wounded three or four more 5 
upon which they Sedto the woods, and from thence made their efcape to their caaopl 
beflwpf ah mp enemies< overtook them; and, after a great deal of fatigue got to the 


took turn mp about a year a time, having left his gun when his ammunition was ipeaj& 
and, and loft ail his arrows, and upon his return had not even a knife with 
fo that he was reduced to live upon herbs and mofs growing upon the rocks, and. and 
ahnoft fami filed when he reached the river Sakie, where he met his friends, who relieved 
him when he;defp&ired of ever again feeing his own country.” * * -i 

This, fays Mr. Dobbs, is the account fo far as Jofeph la France could inform mg£tf 
timfe countries fouthward of York Fort, which may be brought to trade there in 
IfeJttqft be allowed, that, this relation is equally mitru&tve and entertaining; |t makes 
UMUt onoe acquainted with the country, and with the reafons which fhott*df»d»m: to 
toibinkit worth our while to enquire about k; it fhews us, tint thefe countriesikre ftfr 
fppftbefeg unhofpitabb, or uninhabitable}. that, on die contrary, there are taany 
rations already known, and many more of whom the Europeans have fnd nofioea 
U$**f'.whpm am fuffideatly in want, and have it at the fame time abumUpiitly an wm 
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< 1 fc roaymdeedbeebjoApd, thm the French are very apt to boaft of^mcM 

we ougbrno* to give an implicit crndhAMfeta 
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us by Jofeph la France, and of no lefsauthority than his, finceitis given us by an 
Englilhman of credit,-who reports nothing but from his own experience and obfemdoa r 

** Mr. Froft, who has been many years employed by the company in the bay, both 
at Churchill and Moofe River fa&ory, and who was their interpreter with the natives, 
and travelled a confiderabie way into the country, both north-weft of Churchill and 
Southward of Moofe River fe&ory, and has refided at Moofe River, fmce the fe&ory 
Was made there in 1730, gives a very good account of that climate and country there, 
and up the river fouthward of it: he fays the feSory is built near the mouth of the 
river, in latitude 51 degrees 28 minutes, upon a navigable river, which, at twelve miles 
diftant from tile fort, is divided into two branches; one comes from the fouthward, the 
other from the fouth-weft. Upon the fouthern branch, all fort of grain thrives, as 
barley, beans, and peafe do at the factory, though expofed to all the chilling winds 
which come from the ice in the bay. Upon the fouthern part, above the falls, there 
grows naturally along the river, the fame kind of wild oats and rye mentioned already 
upon the lake of Sieno, the hulk being black, but the grain within perfectly white ana 
clear, like rice ; the Indians beating it off when ripe into their canoes, as they pafs along 
the river, it growing in the water, like rice. In their woods, at the bottom of the 
bay, at Moofe and Albany, as well as at Rupert’s River, are very large timber 
trees of all kinds; oak, affi, &c. as well as pine, cedar, and fpruce; they have 
exceeding good grafs to make hay, which improves every day, as they cut and 
feed it, and may have every where within land all forts of pulfe and grain, and all 
forts of fruit trees, as in the fame climate in Europe ; for all the forts they have tried 
thrive very well. 

“ The ice breaks up at Moofe fe&ory in the beginning of April, but higher up in 
the country in March. It is navigable for canoes a great way up among the fells j at a 
confiderabie diftance there is one fell of fifty feet, but above that it is deep, and 
navigable for a great way ; the climate above the fell is very good, and the river 
abounds with that wild rice. The French have got a houfe, or fettlement for trade, 
near the fouthern branch, above one hundred miles above the factory, where they fell 
their goods cheaper than the company do, although it be fo difficult to carry them fo 
fer ^rom Canada, and very expenfive ; and give as much for a marten’s ikin as they do 
for a beaver, when we infill upon three for one ; fo that the French get all the choice 
Ikins, and leave only therefufe for the company. The*French have alfo got another 
houife pretty high up upon Rupert's R'ver, by which they have gained all the trade 
upon the Eaft Main, except a little the company get at Slude river.” He fays, “ That 
upon the fouth fide of the great inland fea, upon the Eaft Main, which has lately been 
difcovered, there is an exceeding rich lead mine, from which the natives have brought 
very good ore, which might turn to very great advantage, as well as the furs upon that 
coaft, which might bevaftly increafed if the trade was laid open, and fettlements made 
in proper places. He fays, when he was at Ghurchill, he travelled a confiderabie way 
in the country north-weft ward of the River of Seals, that near the river and fea-coaft 
there were fmall fhrubby woods; but for many miles, at leaft fixty farther into the 
country, they had nothing but a barren white mofs, upon which the reindeer feed, 
v md duo the moofe, buffaloes, and other deer 5 and the natives told him, farther weft- 
wardf -beyond that barren country, there were large Voods.* He was acquainted when 
tfiierd. about fifteen years ago, with an Indian chief, who traded at Churchill, who had 
b^mjjfbm at a fine copper mine, which they, ftruck off the rocks with fharp (tones. 
Eteiaidit was Upon iflands at the mouth of tne river, and lay to the northward of that 
country where -they had no night in iunpner. 

, **. A» 
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" As to the trade at Churchill, it is increaiing; it being at too great diftanee from 
theFrench for them to interfere in the trade; in die year 1742, it amounted to twenty 
thoufand beavers. There were about one hundred up-land Indians came in their 
canoes to trade, and about two hundred northern Indians, who brought their furs and 
fldns upon'fledges 5 fomeof them came down the River of Seals, fifteen leagues north* 
ward of Churchill, in canoes, and brought their furs from thence by land. They have 
no beavers to the northward of Churchill, they not having there fucn ponds or woods as 
they choofe to feed upon; but they have great numbers of martens, foxes, bears, ran* 
deer, buffaloes, wolves, and other beafts of rich furs, the country being moftly rocky, 
and covered with white mofs, upon which the rein-deer, or cariboux, feed. 

“ There is a great deal of fmall wood, of the fpruce or fir kind, near the old fattory; 
but the wood improves, as it is farther up the river from the bay ; where they have 
juniper, birch, and poplar, And more foutherly the timber is larger, and there are 
great variety of trees; they are under great inconveniences at the new fort, which is upon 
an elevated fituation, upon a rock without fhelter, clofe by the fhore, furrounded with 
fnow and ice for eight months in the year, expoled to all the winds and florins that 
happen ; where they can have no conveniency of grafs or hay, or gardening, and yet 
they had four or five horfes there, and a bull, and two cows, near the faftory j but 
they were obliged to bring their hay from a marfhy bottom, fome nyles up the river, to 
feed them in winter; but if a fettlement was made higher up the river fouthward, fome 
leagues from the bay, in fhelter, without the reach of the chilling winds, they would 
have grafs and hay fufficient, and might have alfo gardens and proper greens, and roots, 
propagated there. They fay there is a communication betwixt that river and Nelfon’s 
River, at a great diftance within land, or a very fhort land-carriage betwixt them ; for 
the Indians who trade here tell them, each feafon, what chiefs, with their followers, go 
down that year to Nelfon or Albany river.” 

We may juftly wonder that we never had before any clear account of thefe matters, 
eonfidering how long we have had factories in thefe parts; and that on the contrary all 
the accounts hitherto given reprefent the coafts of Hudfon’s Bay, as the moft forlorn 
and dreadful part of the univerfe, hitheito difcovered; as regions freezing and frightful, 
almoft beyond all’ description, and which it would appear dreadful and cruel to fend 
even malefactors to inhabit. But for this the fame gentleman has fully accounted ; and 
it is requifite that the public fhould be very well acquainted with the aocount that he has 
given; for fince the great council of the nation has thought fit to entourage an attempt 
to difcover a paflage this way into the South Seas, it is very reafonable to fuppofe that 
endeavours will not be wanting to pufh that attempt to the utmoft ; to facilitate which 
there is nothing of fo great importance as the proving that the difcouragements which 
have been hitherto represented as infuperable, have been over-rated, and that not- 
withftanding ail that has been faid of them, it is not only poffible but probable, that 
they may be overcome ; towards which nothing furely can contribute more than the 
pointing out the .motives, upon which they have hilhertd been conftandy raprefented, 
m fo ffrong a light, which is very effe&ually done in the following paflage from the 
feme author \ who, as he has fiudied this point, fo it muft be allowed ho has made it 
ns clear as with reafon could well be expe&ed. 

“ The company avoid all they can making difcoveries to die northward of Ghurchflf, 
or extending their trade that way, for fear they ihould difcover. a paflage to. the weftern 
ocean of America, and tempt, by that means, the. reft of the Englijh merchants to Jay 
open their trade, which they know they have no legal right to ; which, if the frafe a w 
was found, would not only,animats die reft -of the merchants to purfue |$e 
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through that paffage, but alfo to find out the great advantages that might be made of 
the trade of the rivers and countries adjoining to the bay,, by which means they would 
Iofe their beloved monopoly. But the profpetit they have of gain to be made by 
trading with the Efkimauk Indians, for whale-fin, whale and fea oil, and fea-horfe 
teeth, induces them to venture a floop annually, as far as 62 degrees 30 minutes, to 
Whale Cove, where thefe Indians meet them, and truck their fins and oil with them. 
But though they are fully informed of a fine copper mine on a navigable arm of the fea, 
north-weftward of Whale Cove, and the Indians have offered to carry their Hoops to it, 
yet their fear of difcovering the paffage puts bounds to their avarice, and prevents their 
going to the mine, which by all accounts is very rich. Yet thofe who have been at 
Whale Cove, own that from thence northward is all broken land; and that after 
paffing fome iflands, they from the hills fee the fea open, leading to the weftward. 
And the Indians who have been often at the mine fay it is upon a navigable arm of the 
fea, of great depth, leading to the fouth-weft, where are great numbers of large black 
fifh fpouting water, which confirms the opinion that all the whales feen between Whale 
Cove and Wager River, all come there from the weftern ocean, fince none are feen any 
where elfe in Hudfon*s Bay or Streight. All along this coaft from the latitude 62 
degrees to 65 degrees, a very beneficial fifhery of whales may be carried on with thefe 
Efkimauk Indians ; who, even without the ufe of iron, can harpoon and kill whales, 
and if they were fupplied with iron harpoons, and proper cordage, they might be 
brought to kill great numbers of them. At prefent all their nets, lines, and fnares, 
are made of whale-bone, and mod; of their boats and other neceffaries of the feal-fkins, 
fifh-bones, and fea-horfe teeth, and in making all things neceffary for them, they are 
very neat and ingenious.” 

The fame judicious perfon, from whom v/e have borrowed fo much already, has 
taken the pains to give, from very authentic relations, a very clear, as well as a very 
copious account or moft of the Indian nations that lie at the back of our northern 
colonies, and between the French fettlements in Canada, and on the Miffiffippi River ; 
with the countries they inhabited, and the product of thofe countries, which I efteem a 
thing of very great confequence, and as material a fervice to this nation, as has been 
rendered for many years *, the account is too long for me to infert,‘but the inferences 
he draws from it are fo juft, and of fo high confequence, that I think it would be an 
injury done the reader not to report them, as it would cectmnly be doing both him and 
the fubjefl great wrong, to report them in any other than his own words, which with¬ 
out farther preface I Ihall ufe ; only it is neceffary to preinife at the time this gentleman 
publifhed his book, the war with France was not a&ually broke out. 

“ How glorious, fays he, would it be for us at the lame time to civilize fo many 
nations, and improve fo large and fpacious a country, by communicating our conftitu- 
tion and liberties, both civil and religious, to fo many numbers, whofe happinefs and 
pleafure would increafe at the fame time, that an increafe of wealth and power would be 
added to Britain. 

“ There is, at prefent, a beginning of this fcheme, by the zeal of* Mr. BarcIay,'who 
IS inftru&ing and civilizing the Mowhawks, among the Iroquefe, who from a warlike 
nation have embarked in trade, and entered into alliances with' all nations round the 
lakes Huron and Errie, and to the weftward as far as the Miffiffippi, which is firmly 
eftablifhed by the gain they make by the trade. The Englifh, from New‘York, have 
fixed at Ofwega, in their country, upon equitable terms with all the Indians, who come 
now great dift^nce to trade at that town; Indians coming now to trade there, 

whofe laUNl were never* before known to the Englifh. This therefore feems to be the 
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critical time to begin this fettlement, on the banks of Cortde River. If there be a wEr 
with France, as we are at a great experice to lave the liberties of Europe, and fupport 
the Houfe of Auftria, fince we can have nothing-in Europe beneficial for us; in cafe we 
are foccefsfol at the conclufion of the war, we ought to ftipulate for fomething 
advantageous in America; and the leaft we ought to claim is our right to the American 
lakes, and fecuring the navigation of them. The French have, at prefent, two little 
forts, and about thirty men in each ; at Niagara, and the ftreights of St. Jofeph ; 
and a few men at Miffiliackinac, and at the 1 bottom of the Illinefe Lake. Thefe we 
ought to have from them, either by force or treaty, which would fecure the inland 
trade to us, and prevent their future incroachments, either there or in Hudfon’s Bay ; 
and to do this effectually, would be to make a fettlement near the lake Errie, which 
may be done with little or no expence, confidering our prefent barrier and alliance, and 
trade with the natives ; and, whenever our troops are dilbanded, fome of them may be 
fent over upon half-pay, to fix in proper places and make good our poffeffions, which 
would be a fine retreat to our foldiers, who cannot, fo eafily, after being dilbanded, 
bring themfelves again to hard labour, after being fo long difufed to it. 

“ By thefe fettlements, and thofe adjoining to Hudfon’s Bay, and by opening the 
trade to the bay, many thoufands more would be employed in trade, and a much 
greater vent would be opened to our manufactures ; whereas, all the trade we have at 
prefent, whiift it is thus confined to the company, Jl the employment of one hundred 
and twenty men in all their factories ; and two or three Ihips in that trade, manned' 
perhaps with one hundred and twenty men in time of war, to enrich nine or ten mer¬ 
chants at their country’s expence, at the fame time betraying the nation, by allowing 
the French to encroach upon us at the bottom of the bay, having given up by that 
means the greatelt part of their trade there to the French. It is therefore humbly fub- 
mitted to the government, whether it is not juft, as well as prudent, to open the trade 
to all the Britilh merchants, and refume, at the fame time, the charter, fo for as to 
take from them all the lands they have not reclaimed or occupied, after feventy years 
poffeflion, leaving them only their factories, and fuch lands as they have reclaimed, 
adjoining to them ; and to give grants, as ufual, in other colonies, to all who {hall go over 
to trade, and make fettlements in the country ; for no grant was ever intended to be; 
made to them, to enable them to prevent other fubje&s of Britain from planting thofe 
colonies, which they themfcfoes would not plant or occupy ; for fuch a power, inftead 
of being beneficial, would be the greateft prejudice to Britain. It is therefore become a 
general law in all the colonies, that thofe who take grants of land, and do not plant them 
in a reafonable limited time, forfeit their right to thofe lands, and a new grant is marfo 
out to fuch others as fhall plant and improve them ; and if this grant be not immediately 
refumed fo for, and the trade laid open, and fome force be not fent to fecure ovfr 


fouthem plantations in the bay by the government, in cafe there fhould be a French 
war, we fhall fee the French immediately difpoffefs the company of all their factories but 
Churchill, and al^ thefe countries, and that trade, will be in poffeflion of the French. 

“ To the making fuch fettlements fome objections have been made by the friends of 
the company, as the great difficulty of getting people to go to fettle and plant in fo cold 
a country, and the difficulty and danger attending the making fettlements higher up 
upon the rivers, and navigating them, as they are fo foil of fells and rapids, that can only 
be navigated by the natives in fmall canoes, made of birch bark,' which cannot contaift 
above two men with any cargo; and in thefe they are often ovetfet, and affc ig fuch 
danger of being drowned, and of fpoiiing their goods, that they are often obliged 
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carry their canoes and cargo from place to place, which obftrufts greatly and delays the 
navigation; and that fcarce five men out of one hundred* and twenty, which the coin* 
pany now have in the bay, will venture themfelves in, or can conduCt fuch canoes, with* 
out imminent danger of being drowned, and confequently thefe hardfhips and diffi¬ 
culties will counter-balance the profit to be made of fettling higher up in the country, 
upon the rivers, in pleafanter and warmer climates. 

“To this I anfwer, that by the accounts already given here of thefe climates and 
countries, by impartial perfons, who do dot want to difguife the truth, it appears that 
the cold is tolerable, even at thefe difadvantageous fettlements at prefent in the bay; 
and that upon palling only five or fix leagues up the rivers into the country, the climate 
is fo altered, as to be equal to thofe of the fame latitudes in Europe ; and that thefe 
prodigious accounts of the effe&s of cold, are calculated only to ferve the company, in 
order to prevent people from going there to fettle, and encroach upon the company’s 
monopoly of trade. And to the difficulty they make about navigating thefe rivers in 
thofe fmall canoes, and the fmall number employed by the company, who will venture 
in them, or can conduCt them, I anfwer, that their fervants being at prefent no gainers 
by trade, will not endeavour to learn to navigate thefe canoes, where there is any rilk, 
and care neceffary to prevent the danger. Befides, the company allows them no time 
to learn, by confining them to their fa&ories, whilft the Indian trade continues, and the 
navigation is open ; and at other tfmes keeps them employed in cutting wood for firing, 
bringing it home, Ihooting, filhing, and digging in their gardens, to fupply themfelves 
with provifions, to leflen the company’s expence, fo that they are allowed no time to 
learn to navigate thefe boats, or to go up the rivers to obferve the foil and climate, or 
what improvements might be made in the country. But if they were mailers of their 
own time, and could"advance their wealth by trade, and found a confiderable profit to 
strife to them by their dexterity in managing thefe canoes, and the great pleafure and 
fatisfaClion they would have by living in a fine climate among thefe lakes and rivers, 
they would be as enterprizing and dexterous as the Cureur de Bois, and be as able to 
navigate among thefe water-falls, as the French. Neither is it impracticable to prevent 
even thofe canoes from overfetting, by outlagers or blown bladders fixed to their fides, 
or other kind of boats may be ufed, fuch as are made at Torneo in Sweden, upon the 
rivers falling into the Bothnic Gulph, and Laplanders might be prevailed upon to go 
there to teach them how to make and manage thefe bb'afs, and train up rein-deer to 
draw in fledges in winter, and al f o to me Lapland fhoes, which are better than thofe 
ufed in America. 


«* If the trade was once made free, the profit made upon it would induce many to 
go and fettle upon thofe rivers, when not only horfes and other conveniences would be 
Sad near the water-falls, to affifl the land carriage in fummer, but alfo horfes and rein¬ 
deer to draw their fledges in winter, as in Ruffia, which is almoft as cheap a carriage 
as by water, when the proper roads are made through the woods, fo that objection muft 
Jbe of no force to prevent our opening the trade, and fettling thefe countries. But fup- 
feofing the worfl, that we could not manage thefe canoes, that could not prevent our 
filing to advantage upon thefe rivers and Jakes above the falls, for the natives might 
frill be our carriers, in navigating thofe dangerous places, and taking our goods from 
one fettlement to another, whilfj: we fhould be employed in navigation and trade among 
* lakes and rivers where there are no falls, in larger vefiels, and pufh our commerce 
hwaref into better climates and richer foils, and put the natives upon improvements 
by civilizing anjl inftru&ing them in building convenient houjfes, andaffociating 
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in towns, making gardens, and tilling their lands ; providing them with horfes and 
tame cattle, arid fowl, for their ufe, and proper tools which our trade would furnifh 
them with. 

“ Another obje&ion is, that it is a difficult and dangerous navigation into the bay, 
and the trade is not worth the rifle. To this I anfwer, that the navigation is not fo 
dangerous as it is apprehended to be, but appears to be more fo by the infinuations and 
report of the company and their friends, who gave it out in order to deter others from 
venturing and interfering in their trade, and for that reafon they oblige their captains, 
under a penalty, not to publifh any charts of the bay and ftreight. Captain Middleton, 
who was in their fervice, made above twenty voyages to different parts of the bay, and 
never loft a flrip, nor had any accident in thefe voyages; nor have I heard that the 
company, in about twenty-three years, have loft any (hips in that trade, but two, and 
the men and cargo were faved by Captain Middleton. Where captains are careful in 
the ice, there is not much danger; it is of great advantage to them that there is no 
night at that feafon they enter the bay, where the quantity of ice is greateft; and when 
they return in September, or even in Oftober, all the ice is in a manner diffolved or 
palled out of the ftreight into the ocean, and none feen that can hinder their paflage. 

“ It is probable, that during the whole winter, from October to March, there is no 
ice in the ftreight to obftruft their paflage into or out of the bay; for a (hip which 
chanced to be clofed up with ice in an inlet, by breaking of the ice got out, and 
came through the ice at Chriftmas, without finding any ice in the ftreight to prevent 
her paflage; for the ice which is formed in bays and rivers, in winter, does not break 
up and get into the channel or ftreight until it begins to thaw upon the fhorein March 
or April; at which time it is carried by the winds and tide into the ftreight, and 
obftru&s the paflage in May or June, until it is diffolved; yet, even then, good 
pilots know how to avoid it and get into the eddy-tide, out of the current; where 
the ice is more open, and not drove together by the winds and current, as it is in 
the channel. But thefe difficulties would leflen every day, if the trade were opened 
and the voyages more frequent, by the great number of fhips, which would make 
many more experienced pilots. And as there is now a more accurate chart publifhed 
of the ftreight ahd bay, by Capt. Middleton, with the iflands, foundings, tides, and 
variation, the navigation will become lefs dangerous daily, and coves, and places of 
fhelter for fhips, will be found out, by the number of fhips which would then pafs, 
and be trading in thofe feas which are now unknown. I therefore apprehend, that 
the danger of the ice is more in imagination than reality, when care and judgment 
are employed; for fhips are moftly inclofed in ice in calm weather and fogs, when 
the ice prevents the motion of the fea; ftormy weather difperfes and breaks the ice, 
unlefs they get under the lee of a large ifland of ice; and then they fallen to it, and 
drive along with it, whilft the fmaller ice to leeward is drove from them by the wind, 
and the large iflands, being many fathoms deep in the water, come on ground before 
the fhips are in danger of being forced on fhore in fhallow water. 

“ The greateft'danger and delay from the ice is in the entrance into the ftreight; for 
the firft forty leagues from thence the quantity is lefs, and they pafs on with lefs diffi¬ 
culty ; and after getting into the bay, the north-weft fide is foe freeft from ice j foe 
bottom of the bay is full of low flat ice, which is all diffolved in foe latter end of fum- 
mer. Upon foe whole, except two fhips, which were loft in King William's reign, 
and a French fhip, after an engagement with our fhips when they attacked JSprtNelftttu 
l have heard of none, except the fhips already mentioned, which have been Idft Mj^ie 
voyage. The two fhips which went out with Barlow, in 171^9, to find foe aorttejweft 
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loft, are Ihyer fince that time in trading with the company’s {loops j which they appre- 
hend to be from a confcioufnefs of guilt* fearing that if it were known they {hould ftill 
bh puuilhed for it. Since* therefore, the greateft danger from the ice, is in palling 
the ftreight, and fo few accidents have happened in fo many years, the navigation, I 
think, cannot be called dangerous, though it has been fo apprehended, and not equal 
to the whale-filhers, who go annually to Spitfberg and Davis’s Streights to latitudes 78 
and 80 degrees', without any objection to that navigation, either by the Dutch, Ham- 
burghers, Danes, Bifcayners, or Englilh.” 

tie concludes from thence, that the opening the trade and fettling in the bay, would 
prove a great benefit to, and great improvement of, our tr^de, which might be vaftly 
mcreafed, as well in refped to furs as to mines, and the whale-fifhery; all which 
might be carried on with the afliftance of the Indians, ano \ mid turn to a very high 
profit, even fuppofing that no paffage to the north-well in* 'v id ever be found; but 
{hould future experience demonftrnte that this gentleman’s notions are, in this r'fpect, 
well founded, and this long fought for paHage {hould actually be dilcovered, it would 
then certainly follow that this country, 1b little known and lo much defpifed til! very 
lately, would become of more confequence to v , than aim oft any colony in America. 
Here let me take the liberty of ( bferving what hitherto, as far . s I know, has never 
yet been confidered; that if fuch a palfage to the nonh-weft {hould be dilcovered 
before thele countries are tolerably planted, the French would have a fair opportunity 
of fupplanting us in the advantages expected fi um that important attempt 5 and perhaps 
we mould then be'forced to fi 0 ht for the poffeffion of countries that are now thought 
not worth the having. 

It may likewife deferve fome thought, whether it be not better to attempt fuch fet- 
tlements without lofs of ‘ime, as muft at all events be highly ufeful and ferviceable to 
this nation, by dividing the French fettlements in Canada, and on the Mifiifiippi, from 
each other, than to wait till the importance of fuch fettlements {hall appear in fo glaring 


time of full peace, for us to acquire any advantage in point of commerce, at the 
expence of the French, who, in fuch a cafe, would not fail to take the fame vigorous 
meafuree that they did in the cafe before mentioned. I have taken the more pains to 
place this matter in a fair and true light, becaufe I am perfuaded this is the time in 
winch only it can be confidered to advantage; for if the cafe now in view (I mean, the 
<Uifcovery of a north-weft paffage) {hould ever come, as I am convinced, fooner or later 
It wtft come to be the cafe in fad, tl. free of affairs will be quite changed, and this 
new rout< to the South Seas andEaft ladies will produce fuch an alteration in the whole 
Ijommercial fyftem of Eur. .pc, that things will be feen to be then of the utmoft confe- 
iquence, which at --efent molt people look upon as dreams and vifions, notwithftanding 
the late ian&ion given them by the wifdom of the parliament. 

•'"Slut it becomes a prudent and fenfible people, and above all, it imports a maritime 
JxSwer, to confider things ? n time, and while what is propofed for their benefit is eaiy, 
df it fcaft ora&icable; and not to defer and delafy things till from being troublefome 
a^f 'ftSKeuit they come to be abfolutyP impoffible.' We know what {harp and cutting 
remarks have been made 'on the mean&efs of Xing James’s fpirit, in fuffering the Dutch 
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16 defpoil us of th£ fprce trade: We cannot but remember the fevere refleCHyw.. 
Queen mlniflty, for not fecuring to us Cape Breton, and therefore we 

be cattfidus of falling a third time into the fame miftake, and of running the h". 
tnaking a great difcovery, fudh as all the world allots that of the north-weft, 
would oft, father for other people’s benefit than our own, fxnce it muft pafs for 
der, greater than ever was made by our anceftore, and would render uttf 
ridiculous in the eyes of lateft poftenty. . 

12. The method we have taken in defcribing the acquifitidns of our m- : h 
tica, leads us next to fpeak of the noble country of Pen I'yl vania $ thej 
and one of the mod flourifhing of our colonies on the continent of V 
We have before mentioned Admiral Penn, who in conjunction witty 
conquered the ifland of Jamaica for this nation; he became afterxwui 
Penn, and flood in as high- a degree of credit with King Charles II. 

Duke of York, as any feaman of hat time, as indeed he very well 
abilities fuperior *o mo.. , he had as great mo 'efty as any man, ana 
occafions, to fcrve his country in any ftaHon that was found p^f| 
excellent difpofitiou of mind tha* fecured him from danger ur.d»je^ 
recommended him to prefe. men under another; for v> hen the®® 
to take the command of the Englifh fleet upon himfelf in the fjjn*j|| 

Admiral, he made choice of Sir William Penn as the molt 
capable officer to ferve under him, which he did with equ^J- •*ysf 
Highnefs, and credit to hind’ If; eftablilhing thereby fuclW^^up, 
lafted during his life, and proved nd lefs ufeful to his fon.mK<Z&'-& 

But Sir William Penn did not long enjoy his high ft * *'*' * 

country where he was born, was buried in Redcliff chtir #;|| 
of his fervices, had a promife of the grant of this coujtffty'fM B n’j’dF'g Ci.'-f'es the Hd. 
Sir William had a kinfman who was one of the firft phtirejfr£ 0 ffi&% i:•, and it is, 
doubtlefs, from him that he had exact and particularmintages that 
might be made of lands and fettlements in this But young 

Mr. Penn did not for foote years 
till at laft finding his friends, the 
courts, he refolved to put himfelf 
remove to this country, of wnich ne ootatneu u SMH|g£;^ 

He save it the name of Penfvlvania fome tima^ffljfisr 
and fo 

tained all that traCt ot land In America, with 
beginning of the 40th degree of north latitu-I|»*5§E&f.- 
from twelve Englifh miles above NewcaftyK^MMgQdiwjB ^^ 
the fide of Delawar river.’’ So that it 
•and the eaftem fea; on the north by ' ---• 

runs a great way above the Jerfeys; on J 
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1680. 

g to it/'frt^pe 
hofe eaffcrn icCffid, 
runs tribal,4g up® 
y tha^&ry pfo riyet. 


„ * 1.. - t ■ 'father Y^ : for-k 

p'wif nation^ fbbj* <be' head* 
of Sufquahanaugh and Delawar rivenfc ftretch^ Bit* within land, 

that river running through it about n^^raSjraqv«i|j^mi!-:‘ ,t , on fouth' it is 
bounded by Maryland, and reachin| m^ ^ S H B^^ ,„i^^.'n f :- 1 . ^ 1 , 1 * of- |rfie river to Han- 
lope, near the mouth of the bay, f but it is 

narrow alt along, being very mucrfSBf ; -/rr> IP 
The bounds and extent we h^rffl » 0 jVjntV in* 

having afterwards obtained partu was ai 
the country in the firft grant, rcuPA 1.; a, which. is tlividfcd 

• * ^nto 
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In three upper and three lower counties; the three upper counties, Buekmgbita/ 
— "idefohie# -iwd Chefter, are the Penfylvania, fo called in Kong Charles’s grant* 
eybptr counties/^ewcaftle, Kent, anddluHe*,’ are taken out of Move Tigia, 
YuceofNew York. The upper counties endat MarcusHook, four nuke 
her Tfltra; the lower run along the onft One hundred and* twenty miles/ 



ted and thirty miles, and in breadth two hundred. The river Belawar, 
f>efow the Falls, for a good length, is called theFrefhes, and new the month 
very fertile and profitable. * 

r. Penn had got his patent, he invited feveral perfons to purchafe lands 
b he did not fatisfy himfelf with the title granted him by Charles the lid. 
“ alfo bought the land of the Indians. The Swedes, who had 
Dutch, the firft planters here, as well as at New York, fettled 
es of Delawar. The Fins, or inhabitants of Finland, patt of 
, applied themfelves chiefly to hufbandry. The king of Sweden 
-re, who had often difputes with the governor that prefidcd over 
feefcapplied themfelves moftly to traffic, living upon, or near, the 
neighbourhood of New York. The Dutch alfo were too powerful 
far finding they could not maintain their ground, fubmitted to their 

.. V mm- f Accordingly John Rifemg,the Swcdilh governor, made a formal 

fin M-I I *o Peter Styerlont, governor lor the States General, after 

which thfapwriai^csttmued fubjeCt to their Republic till the Englilh drove the Dutch 
mit> of or New York, which made the poffeffion of thofe territories 

the more eafy tojWr.JPeim. 

There w *# -*#* ffiMifh here before Mr. Penn fent over the firft adventurers under 


1 * 

to whom bop £ 

diffenters, fa# 
abound# with' 
in great numbers 
tfl#cco merchants 
b#d$edtons» Jk “ 



m #placed, as governor. Colonel William Markham, his nephew, 

1 i(| Swedes fubmitted. Thofe that went over, were generally 

; Liverpool, end eipecially Briftol, for the weft of England 
more than other counties; they fhipped tftemfelves at Briftol 
?#|lp»$av Mr. Thomas Gouldney, and Mr. Duddleftone, two 
Oty, abpttt this time fitted out the Unicom, a fhip of three 
SSiavhfojb putting into Start,''Took in a great many from 
fom thoufand acres of his property to Mr. James 

r, Mr. Philip Ford, and others, who formed a company, 
p »ftreet, fet out for them in Philadelphia, with four hun- 
l&ortig#? They &i up a tannery, a faw mill, a glafs 
... ..w» k#tr ( -I fuppofe, they never made any great profit. 
'T fet 't#jpfa»P caudkfoa^of fide Swe thefe: Buyers purchafed after the rate of 
pounds for one thoufiRribrans* put four hundred pounds in his pocket 

•*—'•’“taf, but that was a prink# whaywent out of i* for the grant and experiments 
and fettle the eopprf^fa qvwsrent was #elve pounds for every hundred 
This Tas cheap en#^h, tfafohtfa renters were not fo well ufed, for 
pay fo much .^®*i*1fi«fe twenty thoufand acres which he 

would, him one thoufand pounds -a-year. 

e the vafoe of that I have been credibly informed «t 

#WBty yeW6‘Purrft||i|^M|^K*Bj^ftant from Philadelphia; and that 

places at meoe than a pound an 
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wore yearly* 
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thy province, next to that of Philadelphia, and has an iron mine in the neighbourhood 
of jt. The town of Apoquinemink lies upon the river Delawar, fouth of Newcaftle, 
and is a place fflf’SfOiQSfeof.-K^n t lies fcutbof that of NewCaftle, the , 



... The molt fouthem couhty 
; a fotfure harbour and a town 


chief to 

is that of’Stglhb' 

of trade.’,-;': :s 

'Hu* air tajflgifwQei W^ CJear ; ft* foil begina^; about ;% of patober, 
ami la Its U£m$. } fi , ofliy’ : ; 'w.eaether, ,'ggad ’ca^.fi?aifoas. are 

lrecju.-nt ; in moft Coupfries where -are inch feafons the air is dry andhungry; 

is fpmetatries frozen over* notwithftamling its . breadth,: The 


the rivet 

i{)nn;> lans from ^xascP’^n lune, but the weather then is more incoiribmt$h#|i-in the 
otlu r feafons, which itgeridally:■■&-.% other countries. The heats ar§ed&wSni*r in 
me iummer months, daily., AugtjE, and Septenifeer, but alleviated Sjr cold breezes, 
which nuke'dtem-mtoler^'| Thewind is %tb-welf during fum^r, but wene- 
i.sily notth-WeJieriyjvijh'ijg, fr.H, winter ; which blowing from the ffefty and fnowy 
m(Min!ains,aad takes or-the lerra Ginadenfis, is, doubt Ids, a main realon of the ex- 
a five cold herein, winter; The fo&Juthis tract of land is in forne places a yellow and 
I .lack land, andinothers a lootny gravel, in others a fat earth, like the vales in England; 
< fjK-<. i.'-lly by ijjda|)d brooks afsdvxiveis,'where the lands in this count iy are moftly three 
u one richer thaniriidfethiu ti» bVnawI<yaKm _- 


U) olu ' f ‘«her tbanifhdfe that tie fey navigable rivers. There is alfo found a black hazie 
mould, on a fto$ybottom. The earth is fruitful, fat, and eafy to be cleared, bccaufe the 
jooib ol the tredflie altnoftOn. thefurface of the ground. Some allowance mult be made 
fet Mr. Penn’s property in the tempting dei'eription he gives us of the country. We 
* Mw hiiu guloredk:* in it* and lhewn how commodious they are 

lor navigation am6itg other waters Mr. Penn mentions mineral 

v ' 1 * • thefe lprii)gsa?€ aboij&two npies from Philadelphia, at a happy diftance from 
\v n o < innkers, butthe nmitber of them at* Cnee that, leifened extremely, and we need 
tan infill; on their virtue. 

Here are trees of almoft all fort®* oak, red, white,, and black afh, beech, Spanilli 
chefnuts, cedar, valknuts, qyprds, and fwamp; die moft durable of all are poplar, 
gmnwood, hickeiy^||p^ and tssfor fhrubs, fnakeroot, larfaparifla, falop, fpruce, and 
< miibei ries;wheat,b^fley, oats, rye, peas, beans, water melons, mufraelons, apples, 
1 <! us, cherries, apntjS^ tiaarlots, tUrraps, parfhips, onions, cucumbers, quinces, &c. 
an-hi j’leatplej^die^^-'ttit.alfolhdfsai corn, hemp, flax, &c. It is common for one 

iOli-l or rom MisM wWn Vutl Cu»»^ rtm cm._J e. _1..:_ r _ 1 n i r. 


In: (In I <>i com fpvyn hereto yiddferty, often fifty, and fometimes fjxty bufliels. One 
Mr. Edward fonea fc^&r of Englifh barley foventy, talks and ears of that 

com. in his t&iuaigoo. pn the Sk:hoplkiH. Of living creatures there are for food 

- raccoons,-peaver; plenty of oxen, 

fenerMi to have four or five hundred 

• |#« w^.4ncwi^» ^ -Of Jbwl here are very 
birdf^yMgeoRs, partridges, 

Mt.. Tk„ i: a. i_ 
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quakers willingly followed Mr. Penn, from a country where they were perfected, to it 
land of plenty and peace. But in time, and indeed in a little time, this argument ceafed, 
and people reforted thither as they did to the other colonies, upon the ordinary mo¬ 
tives of gain and trade j we may, however, venture to aflfert that Mr. Penn’s original 
<**ntra£t, for fo the firft conftitution drawn by him was filled, had a very great influ¬ 
ence in procuring inhabitants, fince it muft be allowed there never was a more benefi¬ 
cent fcheme of government deviled by the wit of man. 

By degrees, however, this alfo has been fomewhat altered, not by the proprietor or 
thofe siiftmg under his authority, but at the defire and on the requeft of the people, 
with refpeft to whom it may pdflibly be true, that fuch alterations, in procefs of time, 
might become neceflary. The fpirit, however, of Mr. Penn’s mftitution is ftill pre- 
ferved, and the people here are as free, and as well, and as cheaply governed as in any 
part of the known world. A very ftrong proof of this maybe drawn from the greatcft 
error in government that was ever committed there,which was laying a tax of fiveffiillings 
a head upon all new comers ; which fhews, that they were once in fome apprehcnfion 
of being over-ftocfeed} but this law was very foon repealed, as it ought to be. At 
pefent it would be a very difficult thing to pretend to compute the number of people 
in this flourilhing colony, but we may form lome notion of it from the following in- 
ftance, which is vhry certain, viz. that the inhabitants of Philadelphia in 1740 were full 
fifteen thoufand. 

14. As to the commerce of Penfylvania with refpeft to Europe and America, the 
cafe, according'to the belt accounts we have, ftands thus ; their merchandize confifts 
of horfes, pipe-ftaves, pork, beef and filh, falted and barrelled up, fkms and furs; all 
forts of grain, viz. wheat, rye, peafe, oats, barley, buck-wheat, Indian corn, Indian peafe 
and beans, pot-alhes, wax, &c. and in return for thefe, they import from the Caribbee 
Hands and other places, rum, fugar, mobiles, f|yer, negroes, fait and wine j and from 
Great Britain houlhold goods and cloathing of all kinds, hard-ware, tools and toys. 
They have.alfo fome rice, but no great quantities, and a little tobacco of the word 
fort. Their trade with the Indians confifts but in a few articles; they receive of the 
natives chiefly (kins and furs of their wild beafts, for which they give them clothing, 
arms, ammunition, rum, and other fpirits in return. This, as well as other northern 
colonies, has alfo a clandeftine trade with the Spaniards upon the coaft of Terra Firma, 
&c. furnifhing. them with European goods and merchandize, for which they receive 
chiefly dollars in return; and they alio trade to the bays of Honduras and Campeachy 
for logwood, by connivance, as the Spaniards fay ; but the' fubjefts of Great Britain 
infill that they have a right to that trade, and as we have already Ihewrtj that they do 
noc infill upon this, without juft grounds, in the opinion of thofe who are the bell and 
propereft judges of that matter. But after all it muft be admitted, that Penfylvania 
has no ftaple commodity, which, however, is not juftly char&fable upon the inhabitants 
of this colony; who, notwithstanding this, have never Kt tip any manufaftures of 
their own. f ' 

But the point to be enquired into is, whether they might ndt have foth a ftaple com¬ 
modity if they went about it themfelves induftrioufty, and recaved front hence proper 
encouragement ? It is a point out of difpute, that no country in thrFvtorld is more proper 
thut< Penfylvania for producing hemp and flax \ tutd wijh refpeft to thefe; we ought 
ferioufly to^confider, that there is nothing plainer than that hemp and flax are fo ufeftil 
m gvtigation and trade tha^we cannot do without them ; die firft for cordage of all 

wdlae for the line* mahU&fttirtt ferried on 
ta tint ktigdwctUlt arcefiity we are under for thefe to put us 


upon 
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apon all imaginable care how tq provide them, that we may not fellunder the Jamie 
lieceffity for them that we did in the year 1703 for pitch and tar, when the govern^ 
ment of Sweden ahfolutriy refufed to let us have them for .our ready money, otherwifi; 
than in d$rir. fhippmg, jfiointhrir tar company here, at their price, and ©fily in fiich 
quantities as they thought ht.. Upon that difappointnient, %e government^ by allow¬ 
ing a confiderabfe encouragement for carrying on th^Kmanufaftures Q f pitch and tar, 
had fuffident quantities from, our own plantations; and it is .grijatly. to betinftied the 
like encouragement was given for raifrag hemp and flax; andltrs all foriR Of naval 
itores may he raifed with fo many advantages to this kingdom, it would be unaccount¬ 
able to leave,us dependent, and at an uncertainty for them. It is very well known, that 
our land is too dear for hemp and flax, and what does grow here (though., it is tough, 
and makes ftrong linen) neither dreffes fo kindly, nor whitens fo well as that which 
grows in hotter climates. , In Ruffia the beft hemp and flax grow in the fouthermoft 
parts of the empire, where the fummer is hot and the air clear, and yet the flax is not 
accounted fo good as that which grows in Egypt or Italy. Egypt has always been 
efteemed for its linen, and even now fupplies Leghorn with large, quantities, and the 
coaft of Syria, Afia Minor, Smyrna, Conitantinnple, and other great cities, have a fupply 
of hemp and flax from thence. 

All our colonies (which run twelve or fourteen hundred miles in length, all the way 
bordering upon the fea) have Very hot fummers, the fouthermoft parts of them lie near 
the fame latitude with Egypt, and the north part much about the fame with Ancona 
or Bologna in Italy, where hemp and flax grow; therefore, we have the greateft prof- 
peft to receive mighty fupplies of hemp and flax from them. Part of the land in the 
colonies is very rich, and of fo frnall value, there will be opportunity of breaking up 
frelh as often as there is occafion to change the ground, which if laid down will recover 
itfelf again without the charge of manning, as we do here, to the very great: damage 
of our ploughing lands. Nothing imPIveriihes land more than hemp and flax; and 
though it is manured, that alone will not do fo well, for the land ought to be changed' 
after three or four crops, and generally the fineft and fatteft pieces are converted to 
that ufe. Thofe .great conveniences of having land fo very cheap, and fo fine a 
climate, which we know produces excellent hemp and flax, fo commodioully fituated 
along the fea coalts, with fuch numbers of large rivers running up the country to the- 
moft inland fettlements, wherti provifions may be raifed at fo fmall a charge, and where 
work may be done by the labour of Haves, almoft as cheap as in India, gives ground to 
hope, that we may manufaQure linen here cheaper than any part of Europe can import 
them upon us, ana the colonies be as profitable to us, by raifmg rough materials to carry 
on the linen manufe&ure, as the Suflex and other downs are, for fupplying woof 
for that manufe&ure, the profits of which we have valued ourfelves. fo much upon* 
that we have fet the reft ofjEurope upon being our competitors therein. 

Now as the woollen maimfa&ure, efpecially the coarfe part, has fpread' Itfelf of late 
into feveral parts of the kmg^ra, which has exceeded the demand, and Gaufed great 
flocks to remain on hand, if thofe rough materials of hemp and flax were prepared in 
our plantations* the people in North Britain, &c~ would foon find the advantage of 
falling upon that rqanufe&ure; die laborious and coarfe part bring performed’abroad, 
the reft would-invite not .only the poor and neceffitous, hut people of better eircum- 
ftances to employ thrir fime in it. If thefe propofitions are fuffiriently confidered, and 
heartily putm pra^e^ w^wiay hope that by jm»*|d^.tfat|ribre{aid ’ rmigh*mKswd^-' 
we ffaall ftsring ttad^flsiih pffi-aa the filk and* lafei ■ 

manufe&ures,: where brought topetfe&lon, are altogetheras profitable to thofempioM 

vox,, xii. ' . 30 . as. 
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as the woollen Is to us; and as we increafe in our linen manufa&ures, thofe of Silefia 
and all the hereditary countries of the lioufe of Auilria* whence we take fuch quan¬ 
tities, mull abate of courfe; their people alfo will refort to us, and help to carry them 
on; for it has always been obferved, where new manufactures are fet up, the manu¬ 
facturers will likewife remove. This was the cafe with the Flemings when Queen 
Elizabeth gave fuch great encouragement to have the woollen manufacture remove 
hither j and ours, when we had that inundation of China and India wrought filks, our 
weavers went to Holland, Flanders, France, &c. fo that feveral ftreets in Spittlefields 
were almoft defolate; but when thefe filks were prohibited, the manufacturers re¬ 
turned again. 

It is fuppofed the Ruffians exported to England, and all other parts, in hemp and 
flax, above the value of a million a year. If hemp and flax be lo valuable a product 
for merchandize with them, there feems to be a much greater profpeCt of its being fo 
to ourfelves, by raifing them in our plantations, becaufe they will not be fubjeCt to any 
land carriage, but ffiipped immediately from the place of growth ; becaufe land is much 
cheaper in our plantations than in the fouth parts of Rullia. The climate, being equal 
with that in Egypt and Italy, is fuppofed to produce hemp and flax preferable to theirs. 
We have before (hewn, that in the cafes of fugar and tobacco, every white man em¬ 
ploys four at home, that is to fay, finds them work to fupply him with utenfils requifite 
for his. If fugar and tobacco employ fuch a number of hands at home, certainly every 
pprfon employed in the plantations, in raifing and dreffing hemp and flax, mull by his 
labour there, return more than twice the advantage that can be produced by fugar and 
tobacco, for they are manufactured in the plantations; the refining the fugar and cutting 
the tobacco, with the little quantity that is rolled excepted. Whereas flax and hemp are 
materials for employing all idle hands ; and of confequence the poors rate will foon be 
abated, and the nation will find in a little timMrhat they fave yearly thereby, will be 
more than fufficient to encourage the people fiPbegin that employment. And if once 
we come to be employed with hemp and flax by the aforefaid methods, every place 
will be filled with flax-dreflfers, and the oyerfeers of the poor of every parifli where the 
wool-fpinning trade is not carried on, may very eafily come at hemp and flax, which 
they will find as profitable to them as the woollen is to the other; and the more diftant 
the employment is, the better ; for many inconveniences have attended one manufac¬ 
ture interfering with another ; befides there will be an fntercourfe of trade created, by 
one part of the kingdom fupplying the other with their diflind manufactures. This 
will give full employment to the whole kingdom, and an univerfal cheerfulnefs to every 
body; for the poor are never happier, nor their minds eafier, than when they have 
full employment; and when they are employed, riches is diffufed throughout the 
whole nation. 

It is a common opinion, that we have above a million of people in the three nations 
deftitute of work; but if thofe rough materials (fo often mentioned in this difeourfe) 
fhould come to be raifed in our plantations, there need Hot be one idle perfon; now, 
fuppofe one million of people were put upon manufaCturingtfcpfe rough materials, and 
each perfon earned but one penny a day, and allowing but three hundred working days 
in the year, it would amount to one million two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds; 
a prodigious advantage to the nation, which is ftill greatly heightened by confidering 
tjiat thefe people would be then employed, at leaft in part, and fo far as they were 
e&pfoyed/ would be the better fubjeds. That all this might be brought about with 
trouble than has been given the nation by one Baltic or Mediterranean expedition, 
Hod at the tenth part*of the expence of a campaign in Flanders, is a thing will be ac¬ 
knowledged 
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Inowledged by all who are capable of judging of this fubjcct; and therefore that it 
.ought to be done, is a point fhat cannot be difputed. I would not iniflead my reader 
by the comparifon, into a bad opinion of fuch expeditions or campaigns; that is not my 
bufmefs or my intention; the juftice of my comparifon turns upon this, that the motfves 
to fuch expeditions and campaigns are, comparatively fpeaking, near and at hand; 
whereas we are 4 efs acquainted, or at leaft lefs affe&ed by the connexion between our 
interefts and thofe of the plantations j though, from what has been faid, I think it will 
plainly appear, that they concern us as much and as nearly, as any interefts can do with¬ 
out the limits of our own ifland. 

15. But it is now time to bring this chapter to a clofe, and after having given the 
reader, from the beft authorities I could find, as clear an account as I was capable of 
giving of thefe noble fettlements, I come next to add a few general remarks, not upon 
this or that plantation, but upon the whole body of our American fettlements taken 
together. We have Ihewn how the outlines were drawn, fo early as in the reigns of 
King Henry VII. and Henry VIII. We have taken notice of the fchemes and prepar¬ 
ations that were made for fettling the countries we had a title to in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. We have given an account how far thefe were carried into execution in 
the fucceeding reigns. And in this chapter we have plainly exhibited the manner in 
which this laft plan was fully accomplifhed. By this means the reader fees that the 
difeoveries of the Cabots, though treated by lonte unfkilful writers as trifling things, and 
matters of no great moment, were in reality the grounds of our preteufions, now con¬ 
verted into the a&ual pofil-flion of that vaft tract of country from the northern coalt 
ofHudfon’s Streights, down to the fouthern limits of the new colony of Georgia, or 
of the old colony of Carolina ; for the limits are the fame. As for the iflands, 1 take 
the fettlement of them to have been occafioned by the old route to Florida, which has 
been fo much ridiculed; but which, notwithftanding, feems to have been the true 
fource of our acquifitions in die LeMrard Iflands. Jamaica is ours by conqueft, and 
which is another circumliance worth remembering, became fo in a great meafure by a 
force raifed in our plantations. Whether it be our interelt to think of making fuch 
expeditions for the future, I lhall not determine ; but care ought furely to be firft taken 
of the colonies we have ; which it never can be till the importance of our plantations 
in general is thoroughly underftood by the bulk of this nation. This is the point 
1 have principally laboured in this work, and 1 lhall clofe all I have to fay with the 
conlideration of three points; which I hope will make the matter plain to every 
underftanding. 

The firft of thefe points is, ‘ What the condition of this country was before we had 
any plantations ?’ In regard to this, I think I may faftly affirm that it was very low and 
despicable. In the vi&orious reign of Edward the 11 Id. there was a balance of trade 
ftruck, and delivered into the exchequer, by which it appeared that the exports of one 
year exceeded the imports by two hundred and fifty-five thoufand two hundred and 
fourteen pounds thirteen fhillings and eight-pence, which for that time was a great deal. 
At the time Queen Ejgiabcth entered upon the government, the cuftoms produced 
thirty-fix thoufand pounds a year ; at the Reftoration they were let to form for four 
hundred thoufand pounds; and produced confxderably above double that fum before 
the Revolution. The people of London, before we had any plantations, and out very 
little trade, were computed at about one hundred thoufand} at the death of Queen 
Elizabeth they were inereafed to one hundred and fifty thoufand, and are npw about 
fix times that number. In thofe days we had not only our naval ftores, but our 1 flajps 
from our neighbours. Qermany furailhed us with all tilings jpade of metal, even to 
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nails; wine, paper, linen, and a thoufand other things came from France. Portugal 
furnifhcd us with fugars ; all the produce of America wgs poured into us from Spain ; 
and the. Venetians and Cenoefe retailed to us the commodities of the Eafl Indies at 
their own price. In fliort, the legal intereft of money was twelve per cent, and the 
common price of our lands ten or twelve years purchafe. We may add, that our 
manufactures were few, and thofe but indifferent; the number of Englifh merchants 
very fmall, and our fhipping much inferior to what now belongs to the northern 
.colonies. Thefe are plain and certain facts; but as foon as we began to extend 
our trade, and to make fettlements abroad, the face of our affairs changed; the 
inhabitants of the City of London were doubled by the end of the lait period, 
and were again doubled before the end of this j our (hipping encreafed in a (till 
greater proportion; we coined within twenty years after that queen’s death about five 
millions at the tower, in twenty years after that feven, and in the next twenty years 
eight, which are indubitable proofs that we had gained a prodigious balance of trade 
in our favour. 

The next point I (hall confider is, c What our condition lias been fmce ?’ and, with 
refpeCt to this, I may boldly affirm that it has altered for the better, almoft to a degree 
beyond credibility or computation. Our manufactures are prodigioufly increaled, 
chiefly by the demand for them in the plantations, where they at lead take off one half, 
iindfurnilh us with many valuable commodities for exportation. Inltead of taking the 
quantities we were worn to do of goods from other nations, we actually export thofe 
very goods, and l'ornetimes to the very lame nations ; fugar, rum and tobacco, arc the 
iburces of private wealth and public revenue, which would have been ib many drains, 
that would have beggared us, had they not been raifed in our plantations. It is no longer 
in the power of the Ruffians to make us pay what they pleafe for flax and hemp. The 
Swedes cannot compel us to pay their own price, and that too in ready money, for 
pitch and tar, nor would it be in their power to dill refs us, (hould they attempt it by 
railing the price of copper and iron. Logwood is funk fevcnty-five per cent.; indigo, 
and other dyeing materials, are in our power, and at moderate prices. In (hort, the 
advantages are infinite that redound to us from our American empire, where we have, 
at lead, a million of Britiffi (objects, and between fifteen hundred and two thoufand 
fail of (hips conftantly employed. Such have been the fruits, luch is the condition of 
our plantations, and let any man doubt of the benefits resulting from them to this 
nation if he can j or when he reHeCls on the numbers maintained here by their in- 
duftry, and even by their luxury* let him deny or envy their wealth if it is in his 
power. 

When our plantations were in their infancy, they were fome burthen and charge 
to this nation, and then it was that fome wife and public-fpirited perfons took upon 
them to become advocates for a thing which they forefaw would prove highly ufeful 
and advantageous. I have read many of their dil'courfes with great pleafure, becaufe I 
confidered them as written with a kind of prophetic fpirit, in which jheir authors have 
exhibited to the eye of the ages in which they wrote, a verjjflfcft picture of what has 
paffed in fucceeding times ; but with this remarkable circumftWe, that though feveral 
of thermwere men as remarkable for bold flights of imagination, as for penetration and 
judgmem, yet in this cafe they have not reached the truth ; the prel'ent (late of the 
plantations exceeding vaftly all that they promifed, or even hoped from them; the 
reafon of y^bich I conceive to be their framing conjectures from the ftate the nation 
wgs thSh in, and our trade was at that time fo inconfiderable in comparifon of what it 
is at prefent, that I. think there is no wonder the writers who flouriffied in thole 
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days fliould fall fo much fhort in their expe&ations from our fettlements in America. 
But, perhaps, it may be objected, that though they did not forefee many things ' 
that have fince fallen out in thofe parts of the world, yet it is Very evident that they 
believed many advantages would arife from thofe colonies that have never yet 
come to pafs; which leads me to the third point I prppofe to mention in thefe 
remarks. 

This third point is, * The improvements and additional benefits that may be ftill made 
in, and accrue from our plantations.’ We ought, in this refpeft, to confider of what a 
vafl extent that country is, which we actually poflefs in the new world, to which I will 
be bold to fay this ifland does not bear a greater proportion than the county of Norfolk, 
to the whole kingdom of England ; whence we may eafily conceive what room there is 
for making new improvements in fuch a vaft traft of country. It is, indeed true, that 
fome of our fettlements on the continent, fuch as New England, New York, 
Penfylvania, Maryland and Virginia, are already tolerably well peopled; but then Nova 
Scotia is fcarce fettled. New Britain is a vaft country, and capable of being turned to 
our advantage; is fo far from being fettled, that it is fcarce known to us; and the 
fame thing may be faid of all the country bordering upon Iiudfpn’s Bay. As to the 
fouthern colonies, by which I mean the two Carolina’s and Georgia, they are very* 
thinly peopled, and very little improved, though beyond all comparison the moil: 
valuable pofTeftions we have in thofe parts. In regard to the iflands of Bermudas 
and Barbadoes, they are thoroughly peopled, and moft of the Leeward Illands 
tolerably inhabited ; but then there are fevcral illands to which we have as clear and as 
good a title, as ro any of thefe, that are not fettled at all, though from the nature of 
their climate, foil, and lituation, they are not inferior to any, but on the contrary, 
fuperior to moft of thofe of which we are poflefled, as will be hereafter fhewrn The 
noble ifland of Jamaica, which of itfelf might fervc to inrich any country to which it 
belonged, is not a third part cultivated, fo that there is every where room for us to 
exert our induftry, for the honour and advantage of the Britiilr nation ; which as it has 
already drawn fuch immenfe profits from its fettlements in America, fo beyond all 
qucftton we may ftill draw much greater, if we proceed with the fame fpirit and 
vigour that our anceftors did, having much more power in our hands, much fairer 
opportunities than they had, befides the light and authority of experience, to guide, 
encourage, anil fupport us. » 

In order to this, and that we may actually add thefe advantages in profpeft 
to thofe which we at prefcnt poflefs, the fteps. Aeceflary to be taken fall under 
the two following heads: the firft is, improving fuch of our colonies as are 
already well fettled; and the next, providing for the thorough planting fuch as 
are at prefent but very indifferently, or fcarce at all peopled. It would require a 
large ticatife to expatiate fully on thefe heads, and therefore I (hall content myfelf 
with only a few hints as to each of them. In refpeft to the firft, I cannot conceive that 
any thing would ]?e imae advantageous than providing every colony with fome ftaple 
commodity, which wij^Hpnfallibly produce the following defirable confequences; it 
would make the inhsHBfits of thofe colonies perfe&Iy eafy, and at the fame time it 
would vaftly inrich us. As for Virginia and Maryland, they are poflefl^ of the 
tobacco trade, in which, if any eafe, encouragement, or advantage can be granted them, 
they moft'certainly deferve it; but with refpeft to New England, Penfylvania, New 
York, and the Jerfeys, ways and means might be found to increafe theft- commerce 
with England dire&ly, by promoting their inclinations to furnifh us with all kinds of 
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naval (lores, and with iron. There was, as to pitch and tar, a cdnfiderable bounty 
given, and it is very remarkable for many years this produced no effeft, which might 
poflibly countenance an opinion, that the friends to the plantations were too fanguine 
in their nptions on this head; but experience afterwards (hewed the contrary. For 
the circumftances of the public making it neceffary to try how far this might be 
practicable, it very foon appeared that the thing could be eafily done j and upon 
fending over perfons well acquainted with the methods of making pitch and tar, the 
people in the colonies foon fell into it, and fuch quantities were imported, as not 
only fupplied our wants, but enabled us alio to fupply thofe of our neighbours; 
and then upon a fuppofition that the trade was effectually eftabliflied, the bounty 
was difeontinued. The confequence of this was, that the importation of thefe com¬ 
modities from Rufiia, Sweden and Norway, was revived; for the people of thofe 
countries building large bulky (hips, peculiarly proper for tranfporting thofe com. 
modities, by navigating thefe fliips cheaper than we can do ours, are thereby able 
to.undcrfell our countrymen in the colonies, by three or four {hillings in a barrel; 
fo that to keep this trade there grew a neceflity of granting a new bounty upon 
pitch and tar from America, or laying a new duty upon what was imported from 
the north. 

We may fay the*fame thing with regard to iron, of which, at prefent, we import 
very near double as much from Sweden as is fold to all the reft of Europe, for which 
we pay moftly in ready money; and yet no queftion can be made of its being very 
practicable to bring the belt part of the iron we want from our plantations, which has 
been hitherto prevented by notions fo frivolous, that I do not care tef mention them. 
Hemp and flax have been fufficiemly infilled upon already, and to thefe we may add 
pot-aflies; fo that the reader will eafily difeern, that there is no difficulty at all in 
the way of enabling the northern colonies to pay us for our manufactures, and 
prevent their fetting up manufactures themfelves, but our fetting heartily about 
it. The fame thoughts may, in a great meafure, i'erve for our fouthern colonies, 
in which tar may certainly be made as good as any in the world; but then there- 
arc other things peculiar to thole colonies, fuch as the planting coffee, tea, cocoa, 
indigo, and the flirub that produces cochineal; but above all, we ought to think 
of filk, for reafons that (hall be given when we come to treat of the colony of 
Georgia; at prefent wc fliall only lav, that there is this great and extraordinary 
conveniency attends the cultivation ut the lull mentioned commodity, that as it is 
proper for the fame foil and dfpate, as hemp and flax, fo they may be both carried 
on together; the filk harveft, as they call it, being over before hemp and flax 
are ripe. 

As to the fugar iflands, though they have already a ftaple commodity of very great 
value, yet this fhould not hinder us from confidcring how that commodity may be 
Hill rendered more ufeful, I mean to the planters and to us; and how far other things 
are capable in the fame countries of being improved. It^as tl\e opinion of Sir 
Jofiah Child (and I think the fubject well confidered, it is nflK to produce a better 
opinion) that fugar may be as much made the commodity nation, as the gold 

and filver of Peru and Mexico are the peculiar treafures of Spain. The reafons he 
gives are very ftrong, but it is very certain that we have not fallen upon the right 
method of bringing his doctrine into practice ; fince inftead of exporting One half of 
the fugar itfte'lJing home, as we formerly did, we do not now export above a fixth, 
M& this got &om falling off of the demand, but becaufe new markets have been found, 
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at which foreigners can buy cheaper. To alter this all heads fliould be fet to work, 
and all arts tried ; and till thefe fucceed, it may not be amifs that the inhabitapjts of 
the fugar colonies would try to bring fome other goods to market. 

Thus much for the firft head, now for the fecond :—it has been computed, by fome, 
that there is a million and a half of white people in our plantations, which computation 
lias been judged by others fomewhat of the highcft ; perhaps it may be fo, but without 
all doubt itwould be our intereft to have two millions of white people there; nor do I think 
that there is any reafon to fear that this would either drain the Britilh dominions, or at 
all endanger the dependancy of the colonies. I am, on the contrary, very firmly per- 
fuaded, that the increafe of people in the colonies, as it would certainly increafe our trade, 
fo it mull necefi'arily increafe the number of our people at home ; and that the methods 
proper to be taken for the better peopling our colonies, and improving them, would 
infallibly render them more dependant. 

But to come clofely to the point, and Ihew how this may be done. Give me leave 
to obferve, that though the general propofition that the number of the people is the 
riches of a country, be true, yet it is true only of induftrious and ufeful people; and it is 
in this fenfe, that the number of the people in Holland is quoted as an example ; fothat 
if there be in any country numbers of people ulelels, they are fo far from contributing 
to the wealth of that country, that they are in fact the caufes of itstpoverty. Now, it 
is certain, that though this nation might become more powerful and more rich, by 
being more numerous than it is; yet there is not any more probable method of 
bringing this about than by employing our ufeful bands, which perhaps may be 
cafier done abroad than at home. We have valt numbers of vagabonds throughout 
the kingdom, who many of them live by pity, but moil of them by the folly of 
better people than themfelves; there cannot therefore be any cruelty in fending 
thefe people where they mult work, and confequently maintain themfelves, and be 
ufeful to otlieis. We have many people convicted of linall crimes, and from the 
ignominy of the convi&ion and punilhment rendered uel'perate; it would certainly 
be a great charity to provide for thefe. We find multitudes relealed from time 
to time out of prifons by ads of grace, which let them at liberty, it is true; but, at 
the fame time, leaves them at little better more than the liberty of ftarving; and 
who can lay, that it would not be highly laudable to find out fome means for giving 
thefe people bread as well as lreedom ? I humbly conceive, that if a proper fund 
was afligned for lending thefe people abroad, not like tranfports or negroes, but like 
unhappy Englilhmen, with due provifion for theii; comfortable maintenance in their 
palfage, and a proper reception in the places they are fent to, this might be found an 
elfedual way of eafing our poors-rates, Hocking our colonies, and enlarging the trade 
of the nation. 

But in doing this, great confideraiion is to be ufed, there ought to be nothing in it 
of lhame, and as little of force as may be. The terms ought to be fuch as may 
encourage people, in dillrefs to accept them, and the accepting them might be in the 
nature of a fuperfedeagip all criminal profecutions, not of a capital nature. They fliould 
be fent abroad for a ffflSn of years, or till they could repay a certain fuin of money to 
the corporation intruded with the management of this lcheme, and confidcruble 
rewards Ihould be given to fuch as behaved well, and gained a competent fettlement 
during thfe time limited for their remaining abroad; and if to this certain honorary 
preferments were added, it would be fo much the better. Thefe are thetiudines only 
of a great defign, worthy the attention of the legillature, who perhaps may think a tax 

on 
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on public diverfions a reafonable fund for fuch a fervice, there being nothing more juft 
than that luxury (hould contribute to relieve neceffity, and,that thofe who are able to be 
idle mould be made willing to help ihofe that muft work. 

Such, at leaft, are my notions of thefe matters, and of the means by which our 
plantations might be improved, and the advantages we derive from them, increafed and 
extended. If what I have faid be rational and practicable, or without much difficulty 
may be altered in fuch a manner as to become fo, I hope it will be thought worthy of 
confideration ; but if otherwife, let fome perfon better verfed in thefe things, and more- 
capable of treating this fubjeCt arife, and let it in its true point of light. For this is the 
critical time, the feafon when the friends of trade and the plantations Ihould exert 
themfelves before a peace takes place, and a new fcene opens, of which it will be im- 
poffible to give our judgment immediately, and as impoffible to think of executing thol'e 
fcheraes then, that are eafv as well as practicable now. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE HISTORY OF THE BRITISH COLONIES IN AMERICA, 

FROM THE REVOLUTION TO THE DEATH OF HIS LATE MAJESTY KING 

GEORGE I. 

i. The Artifices of the French, under the Reign of James II. defeated by the Probity of 
Colonel Dungan , Governor of New York. —2. The Indians, by their In/ligation, and 
•with their Affifiancc, attack the People of New England in 1690, and are repvfid 
with Lofs .— 3. An Account of Sir William Phipps’s unfortunate Expedition agairfi 
(Quebec. — 4. The Hi/lory cj the Indian Wur continued to its Clofc , with other 
remarkable Occurrences. — 5. The Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel incor¬ 
porated by King William HI. and the many Advantages flowing from that excellent 
EJlablifhment. — 6. The Affairs of the Britijh Colonies , during the Reign of Queen 
Anne , briefly conftdered. —7. The unfortunate Expedition againfl Canada , under 
General Hill and Sir Hovenden Walker .— 8. The Methods taken by the French for 
the Benefit of their own Commerce, at the Expcnce of ours to the Treaty of Utretcht. — 
9. An Account of his Grace the Duke of Montague’s Scheme for fottling the Ifiands of 
St. Lucia and St. Vincent. — 1 o. The Hiflory of the Expedition for that Purpofe , under 
Captain Uring, and his Relation cf its Mif carriage. — 11. Colonel Braithwaitc’s Report 
of his being forced to abandon the Settlement of St. Vincent. — 12. The indubitable Title 
of the Crown of Great Britain to thofe Ifiands afferted, and the Importance of maintaining 
it demonfirated. — 13. Renkirks and Obfcrvations on the tnofi remarkable Paffages in 
the foregoing Chapter. 

I I' is generally agreed, that the very word part of King James’s government was the 
inclination that he had to French counfels, and his foiling too readily into French 
meafures, which is the more extraordinary in mailers relating to commerce ; becaufe 
never any prince underftood them better than King James. It mult therefore have 
been his violent zeal for promoting thepopifh caufe, that induced him to go the lengths 
he did, in favour of France ; contrary molt certainly to the intereft of this nation, as he 
would have feen fooner than any body, if that zeal of his had not hindered him. But 
from hence we fee the difference between Englifli and French popery. Our deluded 
prince, though he underftood trade, was inclined to facrifice it, in fome meafure, for the 
fake of his religion ; the French King, though of the fame religion, and pretending to 
be as zealous for it as King James, made ufe of it as a colour to promote his own am¬ 
bitious defigns, and the trade of his fubjedls at our expence. I know that this is a 
delicate fubject to handle, and I ihould not have mentioned it at all, but from a juft 
fenfe of its confequencgfc and a fincere love for truth and the intereft of my country. 

The French, in the wiginning of King James’s reign, finding their colony of Canada 
in the utmoft danger from the Iroquois, a very warlike Indian nation, jealous of their 
liberties, and very capable of defending them by force of arms* refolved, fince force had 
hitherto failed, to try what might be done towards fubduing them by the gentler method 
of converfion *, in order to which they not only employed a multitude of artful jefuits, 
butcontrived likewife, under pretence of extending the Chriftian faith, to engage Ring 
James to countenance .and affift this project. In order to'this an Irijfh gentleman 
vol. xii. 3 e 1 Colonel 
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'Colonel Dungan, fon to the Earl of Limerick, was made Governor of New York } and 
he was directed, by his mailer, to permit the French jefuits to preach to, and convert, 
the Indians under the prote&ion of his government. The fcheme was certainly well 
laid, arid one would wonder how it came not to take effe£t ; which if it had done, 
muft have proved the ruin of that colony at leaft, the conqueft of which had been for 
a long time the object of the French policy. But this Colonel Dungan, unfortunately 
‘ for the French, was a man of very good fenfe, and of 11 rid honour; he obeyed his 
mailer’s commands, though unwillingly, but he kept fo Arid an eye upon the French 
jefuits, that he very foon faw to the bottom of their defigns ; and, finding them in¬ 
compatible with the welfare of the colony he governed, he obliged them to retire; 
telling them that they came to promote the commerce, rather than the religion of their 
nation ; and that if his good friends the Indians were lb much in love with jefuits, that 
they could not be without them, he would fupply them \\;ith thofe who fhould make 
them good Chrillians and good Englilhmen at the lame time. 

This greatly provoked the French governor of Canada, Mr. Denonville, who 
threatened him with the difpleafure of his own mailer, and of the Moll Chrillian King ; 
but this had no effed upon Colonel Dungan, who would not be either cheated or 
bullied ; and therefore when the French governor had trepanned fome of the Indian 
chiefs, and fent them over to be made Haves in the French gallies, by the moll notorious 
breach of faith that ever man was guilty of; the colonel affifled them in a war occafioned 
thereby, which brought the French colony within a hair’s breadth of ruin. This ftory, 
which is very remarkable, we have from French as well as Englilh authors, and which 
is no lefs extraordinary, they agree in every circumltance of it. Only the former are 
fo partial, as to treat the colonel's charader very ill, becaufe he would not facrifice the 
interell of his country, his own honour, and confcience to their views. After the revo¬ 
lution, when he was become Earl of Limerick, King William, who was very well 
informed of his proceedings, procured an offer to be made him of a very confiderable 
command in the Spanilh fervice, but he declined it; and though he liked not the 
meafures, chofe to follow the fortunes, of his mailer King James. 

The French, by the fame kind of artifices had very near difpoflefled the Iiudfon’s Bay 
company of that country entirely ; and, as foon as the war broke out, they adually did 
fo, as we have already fhewn. They alfo made a bold attempt upon the colony of New 
York, with the alfillance of the Indians in their interells, but were repull'ed; and 
Colonel Peter Schuyler, with three hundred Englilh, and the fame number of Iroquois, 
bravely marched from Fort Albany to Quebec, which is four hundred miles ; and 
finding the French Governor with feven hundred regular troops, and as many Hurons, 
an Indian nation always at their devotion in the field, they boldly attacked them, 
fcnd killed three hundred men and thirty officers, with very little lols to themfelves; 
but having no artillery, and the French retiring into their forts, the colonel made a 
very honourable retreat, fatisfied with the blow he had llruck, and fecuring his own 
country from any farther depredations. But it was not only on this fide that the French 
attacked our colonies at that time, on the contrary they had framed a defign of greater 
eonfequence againft the people of New England, of which, as it is a matter of great 
Importance, we will give as full and clear an account of it as we can; for though their 
intrigues began fomewhat earlier than the period affigned for this chapter, yet as our 
expeditionwas not made till'after the revolution, it comes in very property nere. 

2 . The French, in a time of full peace, and when, as we have obferred, they were 
$7fiating||nd obtaining favours from King James, excited the Indians on the frontiers, of 
Hew England, to furprife feveral out fettlements, where they committed feyeral great 
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barbarities ; of this, complaints were made to the French governor at Quebec, who 
gave very good words, pretending that he knew nothing of what had happened; but 
promifed to interpofe, and check the defigns of the Indians as for as was in his power, 
which promife was very indifferently performed. The Englilh thereupon tried what fair 
means, and a peaceable negotiation with the Indians, would do ; in this likewife they 
were deceived and amufed, while their enemies flill perfifled in their depredations,, 
though they continued to treat, and pretended that all difputes fhould be amicably 
fettled, well knowing that the colony would take any meafures rather than engage in an 
Indian war. During thefe tranfaftions, the French and Indians entered into furthe^ 
engagements againft the Englifh, who did what they could with honotfr and juftice, to 
bring matters to a peaceable iffue, which was rendered very difficult by the intrigues of 
the French, who upon King James’s withdrawing to France, reprefented the Englifh 
nation as in a rebellious and perilous condition, which was fumcient encouragement 
for the Indians to continue the war, having the promife of powerful affiftance from 
Quebec. 

They furprifed the garrifon of Quachecho, by the treachery of Mefandonit, a Sachem, 
whom Major Waldern, who commanded there, had generoufly entertained the night 
before; and that traitor lying in his houfe, opened the gates in the morning to a party 
of favages that lay in ambufh not far off, and rufiling in killed the major and twenty-two 
men, burnt four or five of the bed houfes, and carried away twenty-nine perfons into 
captivity, killing Mr. Broughton in their retreat. The government ordered Captain 
Noyes, with a ftrong party, to march to Penocook, and clear the country of the 
favages ; but they cleared it themfelves by running away as foon as they heard news 
of his coming. Captain Noyes purfued them, cut down all their corn, burnt their 
wigwams, and laid every thing watte. A party from Saco was furrounded by a great 
body of Indians, and efcaped with difficulty, having loft fix of their number ; they 
afterwards mattered Pemmaquid Fort, by help of intelligence given them by one 
Mr.- Starkey, who falling into their hands thought to get out of them by that fervice, 
and told of the weak condition the fort was in by the abfence of Mr. Giles, and part of 
the garrifon ; upon whom they fell at Giles’s farm, and killed him and fourteen men. 
They then got upon a rock, when they miferably galled the Englilh, and obliged the 
governor, Capt. Weems, to furrender on promife of life and liberty. But the favages 
broke the capitulation, and butchered the greatelt part of them, as alfo Capt. Skinner 
and Capt. Farnham, who were coming to the relief of the garrifon, and Mr. Pedifiiall, 
as he lay in his floop in the Barbran. Thefe Ioffes caufed the inhabitants of Sheepfcot 
and Kennebeck to abandon thofe places, and return to Falmouth. 

It was time for the government of New England to look about them, and think of 
oppofmg vigoroufly thofe murders and depredations of the Indians : They fent Major 
Swayne with five hundred men from Maffachufet, and Major Church, one of their beft 
officers, from Plymouth, with five hundred more, againft the enemy in the eaft, where 
they had intercepted Lieut. Hutchin, who had drawn off a garrifon he had in thofe parts, 
tofet them to work in the field. The favages coming unexpectedly upon them cut them 
to pieces, being feventeen in number, and then came to the fort, where were only two 
boys, and fome women and children; the boys defended it againft them, wounded 
fcveral; and when they found that the barbarians were about to fet fire to the houfe 
that was in the fort, and to bum them out, they would not yield but oft terms of life ; 
which thefe inhuman "Wretches granted, and afterwards killed three or - four of the 
children, with one of the boys ; the other made his efcape. Capt. Gamer purfugd 
the enemy, but they were too nimble for him. Another party of them aflaulted Ca»% 
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killed Capt. Brooks, and had put the whole town to the I'word, had not Capt. fldl 
come opportunely with relief. The dciigns of Major Sway no and Major Church 
were fruftrated by the treachery of fume Indian confederates, who being lent out as 
fconts, difeovered all that they knew to the enemy ; who underltanding the number of 
the Englilh fled to their inacceflible woods and fwanips ; fo Major Swayne, having gar- 
rifonetl Blew Point, retired to winter quarters. I enter not into the particulars of the 
barbarous treatment the Englilh captives met with from the lavages, there being nothing- 
in it hut what might be expefted from their rage and cruelty, and there was no likeli¬ 
hood of their learning- humanity towards the Englilh, by lefi’ons irons their new allies 
the French, who were very active in inftructing and dii'eiplining them lor the better 
management of the war. 

It is plain they had improved in if, both in arms and in action, and had continual 
afliftance from Quebec, without which the Englilh would loon have chaliiled them lor 
their infolence, and taught them to be quiet. To make liie French Ionic returns lor 
the many mifehiefs the Englilh had fuffered by their means, it was reiolved in New 
England to carry the war home to them. In purluance oi this refill it ion, Sir William 
Phipps, who commanded the fleet and forces, failed Iron New England the 28th of 
April 1690, and on the nth of May following arrived bclore Port Royal. The French 
had then a very flourilhing colony in Acadia, or, as we call it, New Scotland, con- 
lifting of no lefs than fix thoulaml people, who got a bring at lead by their trade in 
lumber, filh, and Ikins ; but for all that the place was io mifcrably provided for 
defence, the town being covered only by a flight palifade, and a little fort ol no force, 
that it was very foon reduced ; and Sir William Phipps had the honour ol recovering 
this country to the. crown of Britain. The people in Nova Scotia had leave by 
the capitulation, either to retire to Canada, or remain in the country ; and about two 
thoufand chofe the latter ; fo that Sir William not only acquired a country, but a 
a people; yet we did. not keep the pofieflion of either, lor any length of time. To 
revenge thefe Ioffes, Monfieur Artel, a French officer from Canada, and one Hoop- 
hood, a leader among the Huron Indians, confederates with the French, with men of 
both nations, afiaulted Salmon Fallkilled thirty perfons, and carried away fifty into 
captivity; which terribly alarmed ; 11 New England, if being llm iirfl time that the 
French had a&ed open-y with the lurbatians. And ;;, Quebec was thought to be the 
fource of all. their calamities in this \va r it was then foie »vl wived to attack that place, 
which being reduced, the Front a would have no city to reft in, and carry on their ill 
deigns agamft their C.hriflian neighbours. >■ 

3. Thefuccefs Sir William Phipps fo lately had, recommended him to the chief com¬ 
mand in this expedition; but it feems to have been as ill laid am! managed as the other was 
well contrived; fork is certain, he had a fliength with him fufheient to have driven the 
French out of Canada, had it been well uled ; he had thir:y-t ..o fail of fhips, and they 
had aboard. two thoufand men, a prodigious armament for fitch a colony, and failed 
from Hull near Bolton the 9th of Augult ; but came not within light, ol Quebec till the 
5th of October. Thus, they were eight weeks in a voyage, that with good winds and 
weather, might have been made in two or three. The Eqglifh were fo long making up 
the river of St. Laurence, that the governor, Coimt,rf^;| i 'i6htenac, had time enough to 
prepare for his defence by drawing all the -colony to Quebec, which 

Sir Williaut extpdSed would have been divided '■'■bf marching over land, and 

attacking jtftiUht afoFort, on the frontiers bjfiCah 4 OT, : While he fell upm the capital. 

This armf*iwtsls tc^nftfi of two thoufand men-from ^Jew York, Corme&icut, and Ply¬ 
mouth colonies, and Qu&fhouliuid five hundred Indians, to whom the Erencii gave the 

name 
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name of Iroquois; but the Englilh diftinguilhed them by the names of their feveral 
nations. The Englilh marched as far as the great lake of Canada; but as there 
were no canoes provided for them to pafs it, they returned; and it is very ftrangcthat 
there Ihould have been no provifion for their paffage fecured, iince the fuccefs of the 
enter prize fo much depended upon it. 

When Sir William arrived within fight of the place, he fancied that the conquoft; 
would have been as eafy as that which he had made of Nova Scotia, and therefore he 
drew' up a paper in the nature of a luminous to lurrender, conceived in very rough 
terms ; for Sir William was originally a carpenter, and afterwards a failor ; fo that he 
was very blunt and unpolilhed, though a very honeft and very brave man; ’but the French 
governor. Count Fomenac, was fo offended at the ftyle and fubjcdt, that he caufed a 
gibbet to be fet up, and would have hanged the major that brought the paper, had it 
not been lor the bifhop’s it tercefiion. lie returned, however, a very infolent anfwer, 
calling Phipps ami his 'ompum heretics and traitoi;;. 

On the 8th oi October site Englilh landed, under Lieutenant General Whalley, to 
tlie number of one thoufand four hundred, for to thefe they were reduced by the fmall- 
pox, and other tbfeafes ; but bad their lull complement been preferved, what were two 
thoufiuui on board the (hips to lour thoufand within the city ; for fo many menFontenac 
had now with him ? Which Whalley underflanding, lie re-etnbarked his troops, though 
they would vtiv fun have attempted one aflault; but their bravery was ill-timed, 
cnnlidering tlie inequali’y of their number to that ol the enemy. Some writers make 
the lull; of the F.nglifh from the oppolition they met with on Ihore, to be fix hundred 
men ; but, 1 believe, that oppolition is heightened for the credit of our nation, that the 
troops might not he thought to abandon this enterprise without looking the enemy in 
the lace. Tlie bed atmimi;. given by the French writers of this matter, do not aferibe 
the «U in erance of Ouebec me re to the courage ol their own people than to the want 
of conduct ami dilcipiinc in the Englilh. The truth of the matter is, the fcheme was 
well enough laid, but thole who undertook to execute it had not capacities fuitable to 
a dciign of this nature ; and belides there 1 - II out tome accidents that were fatal to them, 
as well as wholly upfou ften, and to which in a great meafure we may jullly attribute 
their dilappointment 

'J’lie final 1 -pox did not only carry oft numbers in Sir William Fhipps’s fleet, but 
broke out alio in the otln-r army, that was to have marched by land to attack Mount 
Royal; and this malady infecting thclroquoiscwasthe true reafon why that expedition was-, 
abandoned; and this being foou known to the French, gave them an opportunity of 
throwing their whole force into Ouebec, which was much too great for Sir William 
Phipps to druggie with, it he and thole who attended him, had been better officers, 
than they really were ; io that there is no great wonder the whole expedition mifearried- 
This Ihews, that matters of a military nature cannot be carried on, efpecially againfl 
the French, but by military men and officers well acquainted with lervice; yet the zeal 
and courage of the,people of New England, in undertaking and pulhiag this project of 
theirs fo far as they did, delorves great applaufe, as it fully deinonftrates the fpirit of 
the people,and very plainly proves that with proper encouragement and proper affiltance, 
they are both willing to endeavour and able to perform all that, in their circumftances,. 
a British government can expert from Britifh fubjedts. In the prefent cafe their 
efforts rather exceeded than fell Ihort of their abilities, for their fleet and army were 
numerous enough, well provided, and well paid ; the expence of this fruitfefs. attempt 
lulling little ffiort of one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, every penny of which 
was fumifhed by the inhabitants of this colony, or, which wall worfe, they ran in debt 
for it, and were left to pay it; here at home we do not fuifickntly reflect upon the in¬ 
conveniences 
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conveniences that fuch misfortunes as thefe bring upon our fettlements,,but are too apt 
to charge them with want of vigour, want of application, and want of public fpirit; 
whereas, in truth, thefe wants, generally fpeaking, lie on our fide the water; and it is 
to cover our own negle&s, that we pretend to find faults in them of which they were 
never guilty. 

The fhips in their return met with no better fortune at fea than the men had done 
by land ; feme of them were driven as far as the Leeward Iflands ; one was wrecked, 
another was never heard of, a third foundered with all her crew in her, a fourth was 
driven alhore on the defolate ifland of Anticofta, where Captain Rinsford and his crew, 
forty at firft, were reduced through want and weather to half the number in a month’s 
time, and then faved almoft miraculoufly. The lofs of men in this unfuccefsful en- 
terprize amounted to one thoufand, and thofe as ufeful hands as any in the country. 
During the progrefs of this miferable expedition, a party under Lieutenant Clark, 
venturing out of Cafco, to look for the enemy, met with a body of four or five hun¬ 
dred Indians and French, who killed the lieutenant and thirteen of his men ; the reft 
efcaping into the town, were purfued by the Indians and French, who entering the 
place reduced it to afhes. The garrifon furrendpred the fort upon conditions of fafe 
conduct to the next Englifh town ; but the French bafely broke the capitulation, and 
made them prifoLers of war, under a very foolifh pretence of their being rebels to their 
lawful king. 

The governor, Major Davis, and fomc of his men, were lent to Quebec ; the reft 
were murdered by the lavages. The garrifons ofPapocodack, Spamwick, Black Point, 
and Blue Point, drew off to Cace, twenty miles within Cafco, terrified with the fate 
of that place ; their terror infected that garrifon alfo, and half of them fled, lioophood, 
the Huron, purfued them and deftroyed all the country, burnt feveral houfes at Berwick, 
killed thirteen or fourteen men at Fort Point, and carried off fix prifoners; but 
Captain Floyd and Captain Greenleaf coming up with him routed his party, wounded 
and drove .him off’to a great diftance. He was afterwards fallen on by the French 
Indians, Who talcing him for an Iroquois, killed him and almoft all that were with him. 
The Indians and French had after that an advantage over the Englifh under Captain 
Wifweli, whom they killed, with fifteen of his foldiers, near Wheelwright Pond, the 
reft were brought off by Captain Floyd. Flulhed with this fuccefs, the Indians and 
French made a defeent upon Amcftuiry, near to the Malfachufets, furprifed Captain 
Foot and tortured him to death; but the townfmen returning into the fort, main¬ 
tained it againft them. Major Church pafied by fea with three hundred men to 
Cafco Bay, where he landed, and pafied directly l’echpyfot, an Indian fort, which he 
found deferted, thence to Ainonofcoggin Fort, forty miles up Cafco river, which he 
burnt, after having killed twenty Indians, all that ftaidin it, and releafed feven Englifh 
captives. Having notice that the Indians had agreed to rendezvous on Pechyfet 
plain, in order to attack Wells, he haftened thither to give them battle; which the 
favages avoided, and the Englifh went into winter quarters. Captain Corn ers and Cap¬ 
tain rlaiftead, with one hundred men, remaining in thofe parts, to fcour the woods ; 
and as the Englifh had no reafon to be content with the fuccefs of the war, fo they 
were well pleafed at the fight of a flag of truce, with which the Indians came to Wells, 
ana a ceffation of arms till the May following was agreed on by commillioners on 
both fidcs. 

The 'time of the ceffation of arms with the Indians was fcarce expired; but the 
Stages, inftead of coming as they had*! engaged, to reftore the captives, and turn the 
truce into a peace, began to commit new hoftilities, and killed feveral Englifh at Ber- 

wick, 
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wick, Exeter, and Cape Nidduckf To prevent further mifdhief, Captain Marel, Cap- 
.|ain' King; Captain Sherburn, and Captain Watetsi^^ W hundred men, landed at 
,MaCqudiit, and marched to Speaky;■ but thlefe fortes not meeting the enemy, grew 
• fecure, and draggled out in parties, which the Indians obferving, gathered in a body, 
attacked them and drove them to their fhips, with the lofs of Captain Sherburn and 
feveral men, who could not get aboard in time. They killed feven perfons at Berwick, 
twenty-one at Sandy-Bear, a family at Rowly, another at Haverhill, both in EiTex county. 
Thus, we find them drawing fouthward, and extending themfelves into the Mafiachufets, 
which they had not done before. The garrifon of Cape Nidduck was fo thinned by 
draughts from it, that the remainder thought fit to defert it, though a Tlrong fort. A 
party of popifh Indians aflaulted the town of York, killed fifty EngHfh, and drove away 
one hundred into flavery, and the red fortified themfelves; and though they were but 
a handful, yet the lavages, who were feveral hundreds, durft not attack them. Here 
Mr. Shubaal Dunncr, the miniiter, was (hot at his own door,to the great joy of the French 
pnpifls. A fhip was immediately dilpatched to Sagadohook, with a commiffion, and 
cilecis to redeem the captives, and thole men who remained in the town were now think* 
ing of abandoning it. 

Major Hutchiulbn was in June 16 qi fent with a ftrong party under Captain Convers, 
Captain Iloyd, and Captain Thaxtcr, to alliit them and other Ehglifhmen on the 
frontiers. Captain Convers was polled at Wells with only fifteen men, in the flight 
fort there, and fifteen more in two Hoops in the river, to be aflifling to the others upon 
occafion. Againfl him came no lefs than four Indian kings, Modenkawando, Moxus, 
Edgerement, Warumbo, and {fill two greater men, Monfieur Labrocree and Monfieur 
Bar niff, with fome French foldicrs, and five hundred Hurons. Moxus had not long 
before attacked Wells with two hundred Indians, and had been repulfed by Captain 
Convers, who had not a quarter of that number of men with him, which Modenka¬ 
wando hearing, he faid, my brother Moxus fias milted it now, but I wifi go myfelf 
the next year, and have the dog Convers out of his hole. But he was miflaken, for the 
Engliihmen in the fort, and ch'efs in the floops, behaved fo gallantly, following the 
example of their brave commander Convers, that after feveral fruitlefs attempts of the 
Indians and French to mailer them, by land and by water, Monfieur Barniff, and the 
four Indian confederate princes, were obliged to retire. But Monfieur Labrocree did 
not live to bear the reproach of fo fcandalous a retreat, being killed in the firft of it. 
Fhe enemy happened here to take one John Diamond prifoner, whom they ufed lo barba- 
roufly,that it would occafion too much horror in the* reader to relate it. 

Things continued, however, in this fituation, till Sir William Phipps came over in 

quality of governor of New England, who immediately began to think of ere&ing a 

new fort at Pemmaquid, to cover the frontiers, which he compleated in fix months 

time, though it was one of the flrongefl places in America ; but the expence which 

this occafioned made the people uneafy ; who, it feems, never forgave the raifing of 

the money it coll, though they could not but be fenfible that it was entirely laid out 

for their iafety ; but it feems in New as well as Old England, and indeed in all other 

countries, it is a much eafier thing to ferve a fodety, than to make that fociety fenfible 

of one’s fervice. In the prefent cafe one might have expelled things fhould have taken 

another turn, fince by the care Sir William Phipps took, the frontiers of the plantation 

were bcttei fecured than in times paft, and the Indians more than once defeated in 

general engagements; if the difputes of between two and three hundred men of a fide,, 

may be called lo, a»d 1 fee no reafon why they fhould not, if we confider that the f 

feqpeace* cilJtefaeiigagem'entsTvere of the feme importance to’boeh -nations 4 as if i 

> 
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had been fought by thoufands; and I conceive, that it is the importance of a War, and 
not the number of men employed in it, that renders it worthy of notice. 

Thefe fucceffes, the building the forts in the eaft, and the augmenting the forces 
there, inclined the favages to think in earneft of peace, efpecially upon hearing the 
Macquas threatened to fall upon them, for killing lome of their fquas or princeiTcs on 
Whortlebury Plain. The Indian facherns had a French ambaffador at their courts, 
who was a friar, to ftir them up againft the Englilh, and keep them in heart. This 
prieft did his utmoft to perfuade them to continue the war. But the French not 
affifting them wjth men, arms, and ammunition, as they promifed, the friar con id not 
hinder them from begging a peace, which was concluded at Fort Penunaquid, by thir¬ 
teen fegamores and the Englifh commiflioners, who fet their names to the inftrument, 
Auguft u, 1693. By this treaty the Indians renounced their allegiance with the French, 
owned themfelves fubjefts to the crown of England, confirmed the Englifh in the 
poffeffion of all the lands they had acquired, and iubmitted the regulation oi their trade 
to the next general affembly, which gave great latisfaclion to the people of New Eng¬ 
land ; the rather, becaufe hitherto the Indians had very honedly kept their treaties, 
but it was not long before it appeared that their new Jpiritual guides, the French, had 
taught them other principles. 

4. It was not above a year before the jefuits excited their new converts to break this 
peace, concluded with heretics ; it is true, there was then a war with France, io that as 
ftatefmen and politicians the jefuits may be juftified, but then they mult lay afide all 
pretences to chriftianity ; for it is certain, there is nothing in our religion that counte¬ 
nances a behaviour of this kind, and therefore we may iafely fay, that all their labours 
tended to make thefe poor people rather tools to France than chriflians. The firlt 
breaking out of the new war, which happened in the fpring of 1694, was without any 
previous declaration, or even complaint that the terms had not been kept on the tide 
of the Englilh, nor indeed was this ever fo much as pretended. A body of Indians and 
French fell fuddenly on Oyfter River Town, and feized near one hundred perions, 
twenty of which were of the trained-bands. One Blachford courageoufly defended his 
houfe againft them, who defpairing to reduce him before fuccours game, left him, and 
going to Mrs. Cuts’s farm near Pifcataway, they murdered her and her family. They 
made an incurfion into Middlcfex county, and affaulted Groton, but were bravely re- 
pulfed by Lieutenant Lukin, upon tv! ich they fell to plundering tilt; plantations there¬ 
abouts, killed twenty prifoners, and carried twenty more into captivity. They killed 
one of the children of Mr.' GrefhaVn llobert, the minifter, and carried olf another with 
them; they murdered three perfons at work near Spruce Greek, and eight more at 
Kittery, where they barbaroufiy ufed a daughter of Mr. Downing. The favages fealped 
this young woman, and left her for dead, but fhe recovered, and was living twenty 
years after. Mr. Jofeph Pike, ofNewburry, under-fheriff of Effex, was murdered by 
them, between Amefbury and Haverhill in that county. 

To balance thefe Ioffes the Englifh feized Bomtnaicen, a famous fegamore, one of 
thofe that figned the laft treaty. He pretended to be juft come from Canada, and that 
he came on purpofe to put an end to thefe hoftilities. But it being proved that he was 
a principal aftor in the late murders, he was font prifoncr to Bolton. The taking of 
BommaJfeen Itunned the Indians a little, and mey were quiet for lix or feven months. 
At laft a fjeet of canoes came to an ifland a league from Pemmaquid, and fent propofals 
of peafce to the garrifon. They owned their guilt in breaking the laft articles, but 
' threw the blame oLft 09 the French. As a proof of their fincerity now they delivered 
eight capUves/jdien they had above one hundred ftill in captivity. However* a 

truce 
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truce was granted for thirty days, and (Colonel Phillips, the gallant Major Convers, and 
lieutenant Colonel Howthom, were appointed comauilioners to treat with theqj on the 
part of the Indians, but becaufe they brought not Bommafem with them, whofe releafe- 
ment was all they wanted, the Indian commiffioners broke off the conference, and went 
away in difguft. They had left the Englifh planters in their captivity, contrary to their 
promife to releafe them as a preliminary, which was a plain indication they were not in 
earned. Advice was fent immediately to all the Englifh garrifons in the eaft to be upon 
their guard; notwithftanding which, Major Hammond, of Kittery, fell into an 
ambufcade, and was taken prifoner; but having the good fortune to be tranfported to 
Canada, he was very civilly treated by Count Frontenac, who bought him of his 
Indian mafter, and fent him to Bolton by a veffel that came to Quebec for exchange 
of prifoners. In Augult a party of Indians came down to Belierica on horfeback; this 
was pretty far within the Maffachufets. They killed and took fifteen perfons, and 
plundered Mr. Rogers’s houfe. This was the firft time the Indians ever made ufe of 
horfes. They took nine people out of Newbury in Effex, and being clofely purfued by 
Captain Greenleaf, a valiant and diligent officer, they fo wounded them when they 
found they could not keep them, that they ail died except one lad, which was a fignal 
proof of their barbarity. 

Captain March, governor of Pemmaquid Fort, defiring to lay doyvn his commiffion 
towards the latter end of the year, he was fucceeded in it by Captain Chub. He 
fhewed the bafenefs of his fpirit, as well as the weaknefs of his underftanding, in one 
of his firft exploits, after he had the command of this garrifon, by murdering 
F.dgercmet and Abenquid, and two other principal fegamores, who had figned the 
laft treaty, and came to him on aflurance of fecurity, to confer about a new one. In 
Auguft the French landed fome foldiers out of a man of war, the Newport, which they 
had taken from the Englilh to afiift the Indians in his neighbourhood. 

This news fo frightened the traitor Chub, that he f'urrendered the new and ftrong 
fort of Pemmaquid, without the firing one gun, within or without, though he had near 
one hundred men in it double-armed. The i'urprizing news of this lofs caufed a mighty 
confternation at Bofton and ali over New England. Governor Stoughton and the 
council, immediately ordered three men of war in purfuit of the French, though it was 
not probable that thefe lliips could be fitted for that fervice time enough to come up 
with the enemy, who having cjone their bufinefs at Pemmaquid better than they could 
hope for, were gone far enough out of the reach of the Englifh. Colonel Gedney 
marched with five hundred men to the eaft, but the Indians were gone home, and he 
could do nothing but ftrengthen the garrifons there. The favages, before their retreat^ 
killed five foldiers belonging to Saco Fort, who mult not be with their garrifon. And 
one may obferve, that the greateft milchief the Indians do, is by thefe ambulhes and 
furprizes, which, confidering how they were almoft intermixed with them, it is 
ftrange they Ihould not be aware of, and guard again!!; for the country mull by this 
time, and this means, be in a manner, as well known to them as to the favages. 
Colonel Gedney arbefted Chub, and brought him to Bofton j but nothing treasonable 
being proved againft him, the government only took away his commiffion, and fent him 
thence to his houfe at Andover, in Eftmj: county. 

Some time after this the Indians e|(p‘ed Haverhill, and carried off thirty captives, 
one of which was Hannah Duftan, a woman of a mafeuline fpirit. She had lain in not 
above a week, yet Ihe and her nurfe walked one hundred and fifty miles on foot, to 
the town where the Indian fhe was to ferve lived. Tills woman being afterwards to 
travel with the mafter and his family to a rendezvous* of the army of the favages,* 

' xm _ 3* J v'here. 
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where, according to the diabolical cuftom of them, {he, her nurfe, and other Englifli 
prifoners, were to run the gauntlet j Hannah watched her opportunity in the night, and 
having animated her nurfe, and an Englifh boy who was with her, they three killed ten 
of the Indians with their own weapons, and made their efcapes; for which aftion they 
received a reward of fifty pound, from the general affembly, and prcfents from particular 
perfons to a good value. The Indians continuing their inroads, killed a man at York, 
another at Hatfield, a third at Groton, and a fourth at Exeter; which {hews us that the 
New England people were in conftant danger, and harafl'ed on every fide. The 
Indians grew every day more barbarous and more implacable, as having the intrigues of 
the Jefuits added.to their own fiercenefs and third of blood. 

They furprized and {hot Major Froft and his two fons at Berwick, as they were 
coming from church one Sunday, and going to his own houfe about ve miles off. 
Two men that rid poll to carry this unwelcome news to the governor of Wells, fell 
into an ambufCade as they were returning, and were killed, as were three men near 
Nechawannic, and a dreadful defolation threatened the whole province ; certainly more ’ 
for want of management than of power. The lavages roafled a man to death a mile 
and a half from Wells. Three foldiers, at Saco Fort, as they were cutting fke-wood 
for the fort at Caco lfland, were fhot dead, while Lieutenant Fletcher, with his two fons, 
who were appointed for their guard, were fowling in the woods ; but the lieutenant and 
his fons paid dearly for their negligence, for they fell into an ambufeade as they re¬ 
turned, and were all three taken prifoners. The father and one of his fons died in 
captivity, and the other made his efcape. 

In the beginning of 1697 the government of New England was alarmed with advice 
that the French in Canada intended to make a defeent there ; that a fquadron of men 
of war was come from France to fupport the army of the Indians and French, that was to 
attack the Englifli by land. The lieutenant-governor and council prepared for a 
vigorous defence ; the forts about Bofton were repaired ; the militia throughout the 
whole province were raifed and well difeiplined. Major March was ordered to the 
eaft, with five hundred, to fcour the woods ; the Indians, who were gathering together 
about Cafco Bay, retired as he approached them ; but the Major having put his men 
aboard fome fhips failed up among the eaflern iflands, and landed on the banks of 
Damafcatos river ; a very prudent meafure, for he could not have overtaken the 
Indians by land, before they had been got into their fallneffes. The Indians feeing this, 
fell upon his men as they were getting afhore, but could not hinder their landing; 
upon which a fharp engagement, enft ad, and the Englifli drove the enemy to their 
canoes, a fleet of which was in the river to receive them. The Englifli had about 
twelve men killed, and as many wounded ; the enemies lofs was much greater j but the 
main advantage to the Englifli was, preventing the Indians joining the French, who 
were approaching with the mips of war and tranfports for a defeent; but hearing of the 
rout of their confederates, they made the beft of their way home to Europe, with the 
French troops on board, to their no fmall diferedit. 

A party of favages made an incurfion into Middlefex, and plundered Lancafter, 
killing twenty men, among whom was the reverend Mr. John Whiting, the minifter, 
and carried five into captivity. A month aftqLthey killed a poor man in the woods 
near Oyfler River. In the beginning of ttoi&ext year they made a defeent upon 
Andover, and killed Captain Chub and his family. They alfo killed Colonel Dudley 
Bradftr§et,»took his whole family, and were carrying them off; but being clofely pur- 
fued, they releafed them without doing them any mtfehief. The favages were now in 
an to the weftw<pd/ and killed a man and a boy in the meadows near Hatfield- 

They 
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They were purfued by a party of Englilh from Deerfield, of which one was killed by 
the Indians, who, after that ran to the woods. They had attempted Deerfield on 
Connedicut River, but were beaten off by the inhabitants, headed by their minifter, 
Mr. John Williams. Thefe finall adions feemed to prefage the end of this war, of 
which the favages were as weary as the Englilh, and had no profped of making any 
thing of it againft a people fo much fuperior to them in numbers, arms and ftores; 
but they ended it with the better grace, by means of the peace of Ryfwick, between 
England and France. Upon which Count Frontenac fent to thefachem of the Hurons, 
and told them he was no longer to fupport them in the war againft the Englilh, and 
advifed them to make the beft terms they could for themfelves. * 

The Earl of Bellamont was by this time arrived at New York, and a treaty of peace 
with the Indians being let on foot, he difpatched Major Convers, and Colonel Philips, 
to confer with the Indian fachems at Penabfcot. They began the conferences October 
the 6th, in which the Sachems excufed themfelves for breaking the peace, faying, the 
Jefuits would not let them alone till they had done it ; and if the Earl of Bellamont, 
and Count Frontenac, would not banifli thefe devils, they could not promife the next 
peace would laft long. Major Convers and Colonel Philips concluded it with them on 
the foot with the lail treaty; to which they added a more formal fubmiflion to the 
fovereignty of the crown of England ; wherein after acknowledging themfelves guilty 
of breaking the laft peace, and in not fulfilling their engagements entered into thereby, 
while they enjoyed the benefit of it, which they charge upon the evil counfels and 
mitigations of the French, they proceed thus : 

“ Wherefore we, whole names are hereunto fubferibed, fegamores, captains, and 
principal men of the Indians, belonging to the rivers of Kennebeck, Amonofcogin, 
Saco, and parts adjacent, being l'enfible of our great offence and folly, in not com¬ 
plying with the afojofaid fubmilfion and agreement, and alfo of the fufferings and 
mifehiefs that we have hereby expofed ourfelves unto ; do, in all humble and fub- 
miffive manner, call ourfelves upon his majefty’s mercy, for the pardon of all our 
rebellions and violations of our promifes ; praying to be received into his majefty’s 
grace and protection ; and for, and in behalf of ourfelves, and of all the other Indians 
belonging to the fcveral rivers and places aforefaid, within the fovereignty of his 
Mujelty of Great Britain, do again acknowledge and profefs our hearty and fincere 
obedience to the crown of England; and do folemnly renew, ratify, and confirm, all 
and every the articles and agreements contained in the aforefaid recited fubmiflion ; and 
in teltimony hereof, we, the laid fegamores, captains, and principal men, have here¬ 
unto fet our hands and feals, at Cafco Bay, near Mares Point, the 7th day of January, 
in the tenth year of the reign of his Majefty King William III. A.D. 1698-9. Sub- 
feribed by Moxus, and the reft of the fegamores and petty princes.” 

Thus ended, to the mutual fatisfadion of both parties, the Indian war, with 
refped to which the French writers have undoubtedly given a very falfe account, 
and a ftill more falfe. account of the peace; for they fay pofitively, that the 
Indians infilled upon it, that they were not fubjed to the crown of Great' Britain; 
that they declared againft their occupying any of their lands; and that they openly 
profeffed they were, and would be friends to the French; every tittle of which, as is 
manifeft by their inftrument above recited, and cited for that purpofe, appears to be a 
dired falfdhood; but in one thing I believe the French writers fpeak truth, which is, 
with regard to the policy of the Indians, who made ufe of the fmall-pox for a pretence 
to quit the Englilh army, in its march to attack the French colony of Canada by lani, 
from a forefight that if this expedition had been attended‘with fuccefs, the French 
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muft have abandoned their country, and they were unwilling to be left wholly at the 
mercy of the Englifh. 

Many of Our authors indeed, reprefent the Indians as not capable of fo great a ftroke 
in politics; but I have feen papers of Governor Pudley and William Penn, who were 
very well acquainted with them, that ftem to countenance this opinion ; for they fay, 
they have ftrong natural parts, underftand their own intereft thoroughly, and do every 
thing with great deliberation. It is, indeed, certain, that they are wedded to their own 
fentiments, and to their own manner of living, and therefore we muft refer their 
politics to their maxims, and not pretend to judge of them by our own, with which 
they have not th« leaft affinity or connexion. 

5. We have, in the courfe of this work, given fo full and clear an account of the 
manner in which all our colonies were fettled, and of the motives upon which different 
forts of people reforted to them, that the reader cannot be furprized at hearing their 
religious affairs were in a very indifferent Situation, when in refpecl to temporal con- 
cerns their condition was mod flourifhing. Several worthy perfons in the reign of 
King Charles II. had ufed their endeavours to correct this evil, but their pious deft res 
did not meet with proportionable fuccefs, which, however, was far from difeouraging 
others from following their example; but though they were fomewhat more fortunate, 
chiefly from the aijifiance given them by the pious Queen Mary, whofe character for 
religion and virtue will live as long as there is either religion or virtue in the world, yet 
it was at laft found, that nothing could be effectually done, unlefs the encouragers of 
this noble defign of fpreading the chriftian faith through the Britifh dominions in 
America, were incorporated by charter, the neceffity and expediency of which Dr. 
Thomas Tenifon, then Archbifhop of Canterbury, undertook to reprefent to King 
William III. and upon his reprefentation a charter was obtained, dated the i6rh of 
June, in the 13th year of his reign, by which feveral perfons, equally diftinguilhed by 
their titles and virtues, were incorporated for that purpofe, under the moft honourable 
of all names, “ The fociety for the propagation of the gofpel in foreign parts.” 

This truly, fays the author of the hiitory of this fociety, Dr. Humphreys, was an 
a&ion fuitable to Archbifhop Tenifon’s public fpirit and honeft zeal for the Protcftant 
religion, and exceedingly ^becoming his high flation and authority in the church. The 
American colonies, fure, can never, without the greateft veneration and gratitude, 
remember him, when they (hall, many ages hereafter, feql the happy effects of having 
the chriftian religion planted among them ; and refleCi how hearty and forward 
Archbifhop Tenifon appeared to obtain Jiat charter, which gave life and authority to 
fo glorious an undertaking ; nay, that his zeal and fpirit did not reft here, he continued 
to promote and guide, by his wife councils, the affairs of the fociety; he paid them an 
annual bounty of fifty pounds, during his life, and at his death bequeathed them a 
thoufand pounds, towards the maintenance of the firft bifhop that fhould be fettled in 
America. A charter being thus obtained, the next endeavour was to carry their 
laudable defign into execution ; accordingly his grace the archbifhop, as empowed by 
the charter, caufed fummons to be iffued for the members of the corporation, to meet 
within the time limited ; and feveral met at the place appointed, on the 27th of June 
1701, and chofe proper officers for tranfa&ing the bufmefs. At following meetings 
they made divers rules and orders for their more regular proceedings in the adminiff ra¬ 
tions of their truft, and fubferibed, among themfelves, near two hundred pounds ; for 
defraying, the charges of paffing the charter, making the common feai, and other 
nfceflary expenses; they alfo ordered five hundred copies of the charter to be printed 
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forthwith, and diftributed amongftt the members, to be Ihewn by them to all proper 
perfons, the farther to notify the defign they were engaged in, and to invite more 
perfor.s of ability and piety to affift in carrying it on. 

This ftep was but an opening of the matter to the public; the fociety were diligent 
to confider of farther and more effectual ways and means to obtain fubfcriptions and 
contributions, fufficient to enable them to maintain the expence of fending many 
miffionaries abroad. They immediately agreed that the bell argument to mankind was 
example, and the mo ft effectual means to engage others to contribute, was to lead the 
way thcmfelves, by fubfcribing towards the l'upport of the work. Accordingly Arch- 
bifhop Tenifon, the prefident, the vice-prefidents, all the bifhops mid* members then 
prefent, did fubfcribe a yearly fum to be paid to the treafurer of the fociety for the 
public ufes, according to the form of fubfcription drawn up for that purpofe ; having 
now made this advance thcmfelves, they gave out deputations, under their common 
feal, to feveral of their members, and other perfons of figure and intereft in the 
counties of England and Wales . fignifying their being conflicted and appointed by 
the corporation to take fubfcriptions, and to receive all i'ums of money which fhould 
be fubfcribed or advanced for the purpofes mentioned in the charter ; and here it is to 
be gratefully acknowledged, that feveral worthy perfons did, with a public fpirit, take 
thei'e deputations to help on with a work fo truly for the national .intereft, and the 
honour of common chriflianity ; and did, by their example and inflances, fo influence 
feveral well-difpofed perfons, that confiderable remittances of benefactions to the cor¬ 
poration were foon made, which enabled them to enter on the work with fuccefs. 
There were likewife feveral confiderable fums of money fent into the fociety by perfons 
who defired to conceal their names ; and the fame fpirit and ardour has continued; 
neither has the fociety wanted the encouragement and protection of the fucceffors of 
their royal founder, particularly his late majefly King George 1 . and the fociety have 
(till increafing views of fuatefs through the favour of his majefly now reigning, from, 
his knowui zeal for the Proteflant religion, and royal care for the colonies, fo con* 
fiderable a branch of the Britifh monarchy. 

It is a thing that will certainly excitewonder in the minds of all calm and confiderate 
people, let their religious fentiments or perfuafions be what they will, that this fociety, 
with fcarce any fettled fund, fhould be able to maintain, for between forty and fifty 
years, fo extenfive a fcheme as. that of their charter, which tends to correct almoft all 
die errors and miftakes that have hitherto happened in the management of our colonies j 
for by their prudent and pious care, great check lias been given to atheifm and irreli- 
gion, a thing of great conf’equence in our fettlcments, ronfidered in a political as well 
as chriftinn light; for without it there is no retraining the Indian traders from being; 
guilty of fuch immoralities, as render us defpicable in the eyes of the heathen Indians 
which, as may be eafily conceived, muft tend vaftly to our difadvantage, more efpe- 
cially, if at the fame time we reflect on the management of the French in this particular, 
who are very carcfuUn their endeavours to convert the Indians, and keep up a great 
outward appearance of zeal for religion, which makes ftrong impreffions on the minds 
of the favages, even though they are not converted, nor have any inclination to become 
Papifts. If by fuch methods they fhould fo far compafs their ends, as to convert many 
of the Indians, and by that means awe and influence the reft; it muft be accompanied 
with circumftances very difagreeable to the inhabitants of our colonies, as from the fore- 
.going hiftory of the Indian war will appear. 

But befides the many and great advantages that would refult from the thorough efta-, 
blifhment of the Proteflant religion through the colonies, withf regard to the conduct 
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and behaviour of the people, and the great enlargement of power that would follow in 
cafe the converfion of the Indians was undertaken by praftice as well as preaching, by 
the example of the laymen, as well as the exhortations of the few clergy that are fent 
thither ; there is yet another point that deferves as ferious regard. The negroes in the 
fervice of our planters, are a prodigious body of people, and as there are but too many 
juft caufes given for apprehending the deftru&ion of whole countries from their plots 
and confpiracies, which have been fometimes prevented by accidental, or rather provi¬ 
dential difeoveries, when they were upon the very point of being executed ; fo it is 
certain, that if thefe people, or the greateft part of them, could be converted, it would 
not only prove'a means of taking away thefe apprehenfious, but would alio add a great 
ftrength to the colonies, in which they are obliged to make ufe of negroes; for thefe 
people would then conceive new notions of their condition, and conlider their being 
fervants to Chriftians in the light rather of a blcflmg than a calamity ; it would not 
only make them eafy, but cheerful in their fervitude, and by degrees would be attended 
with more advantages than we can forefee, and yet a very ordinary degree of forefight 
will not fail to fliew us a great many. That this is, and mult be, attended with many 
difficulties, will be readily granted, but that it is very far from being impracticable, will 
appear from what Dr. Humphreys tells us has been in this refpeCt already done, and 
which I take to be as material a point as any that occurs in the hiftory of thus period. 

The negro Haves, fays he, even in thefe colonies, where the fociety fend miffionaries, 
amount to many thoufands of perfons of both fex^s, and all ages, and moft of them 
are very capable of receiving inftruftions; even the grown perfons, brought from 
Guinea, quickly learn Englifh enough to be underftood in ordinary matters; but the 
children born of negro parents in the colonies are bred up entirely in the Englifh lan¬ 
guage. The fociety looking upon the inftrudion and converfion of the negroes as a 
principal branch of their care, elleeming it a great reproach to the Chriftian name, that 
fo many thoufands of perfons fhould continue in the fame flate of Pagan darknels under 
a chriftian government, and living in Chriftian families, as they lay before under in 
their own heathen countries; the fociety, immediately, from their firft inftitution, 
ftrove to promote their converfion, and infomuch as their income would not enable 
them to fend numbers of catechifts fufficient. to inftruft the negroes, yet they rcfolved 
to do their utmoft, and at leaf! to give this work the mark of their higheft approbation. 
They wrote, therefore, to all their miffionaries, that they fhould ufe their beft endea¬ 
vours, at proper times, to inftrud the negroes ; and fhould cfpecially take occafion to 
recommend it zealoufly to the readers, to order their flaves, at convenient times, to 
come to them, that they might be inflru&ed, 

Thefe directions had a good effect, and fome hundreds of negroes have been 
inftrufted, received baptifin, and been brought to the communion, and lived very 
i orderly lives. It is a matter of commendation to the clergy, that they have done thus 
much in fo great and difficult a work. But alas! what is the inftrudion of a few hun¬ 
dreds in feveral years, with refpeft to the many thoufands uninftj-u&ed, unconverted, 
living and dying downright Pagans ? It muft be confeffed, what hath been done is as 
nothing, with regard to what a true Chriftian would hope to fee effected. But the dif¬ 
ficulties the clergy meet with in this good work are exceeding great. The firft is, the 
negroes want time to receive inftrudions; feveral mafters allow their negroes only 
Sundays for reft, and then the minifters of the parifhes are fully employed in other 
duties,* arid cannot attend them. Many planters, in order to free themfelves from the 
• trouble and charge of feeding and clothing their flaves, allow them one day in a week 
to clear ground and ylaht it, to fubfift themfelves and families; fome allow all Satur- 
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day; feme half Saturday and Sunday; others allow only Sunday. How can the negro 
attend for inltru&ion, who, on half Saturday and Sunday, is to provide food and rai¬ 
ment for himfelf and family for the week following; the negro will urge in his own 
excufe, that the fupport of himfelf and all that is dear to him, doth absolutely depend 
upon tills his necefiary labour on Saturday and Sunday; but if this be not Aridity julli- 
fiable, yet it is certain the miferable man’s plea will engage the reader’s compaflion. 

This is the cafe in fome colonies, in others it differs. In fome places the negroes do 
the whole labour of the country in the field, in others they are ufed only as houfe ler- 
vants. Another difficulty arifes from the habitations and fettlements of the mailers 
being at a great diftance from each other in moil places in the colonies,, for which rea- 
fon neither can a minifler go to many families, if the negroes were allowed time to 
attend him, nor can a proper number of them affembie together at one place, without 
a ctmfiderable lofs of time to their mailers. But the greatell obflrudlion is, the mailers 
themfelves do not confider enough the obligation which lies upon them, to have their 
Haves inftrudted. Some have been fo weak as to argue the negroes had no fouls, others 
that they grew worfe ty being taught and made Chrillians. I would not mention th^fe, 
if they were not popular arguments Hill, becaufe they have no foundation in reafon or 
truth. 

After the Society had given the general order mentioned before ; to all their mif- 
fionaries, for the inllru&ion of the Haves, they agreed to ufe another method, which 
they believed would more fuccefsfully promote this work. They opened a catechifing 
fchool for the flaves at New York, "in the year 1704, in which city there were com¬ 
puted to be about one tlioufand five hundred negro and Indian Haves, and many of 
their mailers well difpofed to have them made Chrillians. The Society hoped this 
example fet, might kindle a zeal in fome other good people, to carry on this work 
which they were unable to effect, and to erect fchools for the inffruclion of the negroes, 
and to employ catechiits to teach them at appointed times; and that the legiflature of 
the colonies would by a law oblige all Haves to attend for inftruelion. The Society 
found foon, it was not eafy to procure a perfon proper to be a catechill: Mr. Elias 
Neau, a layman, then living in New York city as a trader, was represented to be the 
properell perfon for that office. He was by nation a Frenchman, and made a con- 
feflion of the Protellant religion in France, for which he had been confined many years 
in prifon, and feven years in the galleys : when he got releafed, he went to New York, 
and traded there ; and had the charuder, from people of all perfuafions, of a man of 
piety, of fober deportment and furious life. He accepted of the oiler of being catechill; 
and his former fufierings on account of his religion did, with great advantage, recom¬ 
mend him to be a teacher of the Chriflian faith, and his humility enabled him to bear 
with the many inconveniences in teaching thofe poor people. 

He entered upon his office in the year 1704 with great diligence. At firll he was 
obliged to go from houfe to houfe to inltrucl the negroes , this was out of meafure 
laborious; afterwards he got leave that they lhould come to his houfe; this was a con- 
fuierable relief. There were two obllructions Hill; the time was much too lhort, and 
the place inconvenient, for teaching the great number of negroes ; a little time in the 
dulk of the evening, after hard labour all day, was the whole time allowed them for 
learning and for relaxation, and to vifit their wives and children, which were generally 
in other,families, not in their mailers. At this time their bodies were fo fatigued that 
their attention could not be great. They were dull and fleepy, and remembered they 
mull rile early the next day to their labour ; the place alfo was incommodious, being 
the uppermoll floor of Mr. Neau’s houfe, and was not able to hold conveniently a linaU 
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part of the flaves that might re fort thither. Befides, the negroes were much difcou- 
raged from embracing the Chriftian religion, upon account of the very little regard 
fhewed them in any religious refpeft. Their marriages were performed by mutual 
confent only, without the bleffing of the church ; they were buried by thofe of their 
own country, or complexion, in the common field, without any Chriftian office, per¬ 
haps fome ridiculous heathen rites were performed at the grave by fome of their own 
people. No notice was given of their being fick, that they might be vifited j on the 
contrary, frequent difeourfes were made in converfation that they had no fouls, and 
perilhed as beafts. 

Mr. Neau contended with thefe difficulties, and notwithftanding all, proved an inftru- 
ment of bringing many to the knowledge of the Chriftian faith : he took great pains in 
reading to them, in making Ihort collections out of books on the catechifm, and in 
making an abftraft of the hiftorical part of the Scriptures; fo that many who could 
not read, could yet, by memory, repeat the hiftory of the creation of the world, 1 he 
flood, the giving of the law, the birth, miracles, and crucifixion of our Lord, and the 
chief articles and doftriues of Chriftianity. This was a work of great pains and 
humanity. Mr. Neau performed it diligently, difeourfing familiarly with thofe poor 
people, and labouring earneftly to accommodate his difeourfe to their capacities. His 
labours were very, fuccefsful. A confiderable number of the Haves could give a J'ufficient 
account of the grounds of their faith, as feveral of the clergy, who examined them 
publicly, before they gave them baptifm, have acquainted the Society. In the mean 
time, while the Society was thinking of farther way& to advance this work, a calamity 
appeared, which mightily difeouraged this country from promoting the inftruction of 
their flaves. 

In the year 1712 a confiderable number of the negroes of the Carmantee and Pappa 
nations, formed a plot to deftroy all theEnglifli, in order to obtain their liberty, and 
kept their conl'piracy fo fecret that there was no fufpicion of it, until it came to the 
very execution; however, the blow was, by God’s afliftance, happily defeated. The 
plot was this: The negroes fet fire to a houfe in York city, on a Sunday night in April, 
about the going down of the moon ; the fire alarmed the town, who from all parts run 
to it. The confpirators planted themfelvcs in feveral ftreets and lanes leading to the 
fire, and fhot or ftabbed the people as they were running to it. Some of the wounded 
efcaped and acquainted the government, and prcfently by the firing a great gun from 
the fort, the inhabitants were called under arms, and prevented from running to the 
fire; a body of men was foon r.pfed, which eafily fcattered the negroes; they had 
killed about eight perfons, and wounded twelve more. In their flight fome of them 
fhot themfelves, others their wives, and then themfelves ; fome abfeonded a few days, 
and then killed themfelves, for fear of being taken, but a great many were taken, and 
eighteen fuffered death. This wicked confpiracy was at firlt apprehended to be general 
among all the negroes, and opened the mouths of many to lpeak againft giving the 
negroes inftru&ion. Mr. Neau durft hardly appear abroad for fome days, his fchool 
was blamed, as the main occafion of this barbarous plot. But upon the trial of the 
wretches, there were but two of all his fchool fo much as charged with the plot, and 
only one was a baptifed man ; and in the people’s heat, upon flender evidence, perhaps, 
too haftily condemned; for foon after he was acknowledged to be innocent by tke com¬ 
mon voice y the other was not baptifed. It appeared plain that he was in. the confpi¬ 
racy, hut guiltlefs of his mailer’s murder, who was Hooglands, an eminent merchant. 

,T 9 f&i full trial, the guilty negroes were found to be fuch as never came to Neau’s 
fchool; and what is.very obfervable, the perfons whofe negroes were found to be raoft 
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guilty, were fuch as were the declared oppofersof making them Chriftians: however, 
a great jealoufy was now raifed, and the common cry was very loud againft inftrucb'ng 
the negroes. 

The common-council of New York city made an order, forbidding the negroes to 
go about the ftreets after fun-fet without lanthorns and candles. This was in effect, 
forbidding them to go to Mr. Neau’s fchool; for none of them could get lanthorns, or 
come to him before iun-fet; but fotne time after, the more ferious and moderate people 
abated of this violence ; it appearing to be a plot of a few only, not a general one of all 
the negroes, no confcqumce attended the aftion, and the people grew more compofod. 
Robert Hunter, Efq. the governor of the province, obforved their fears were ill 
grounded, and that Mr. Neau’s Icholars were not the guilty negroes; and therefore, in 
order to lupport the delign of infl rutting them, he was pleafed to viiit his fchool, 
attended by the Society’s miffionaries and feveral perfeas of note, and publickly de¬ 
clared his approbation of the defign; and afterwards, by a proclamation put out againll 
immoralities anil vice, he recommended to the clergy of the country, to exhort their 
congregations from the pulpit, to promote the instruction of the negroes. This gave 
new life again to the work, and the negroes frequented Mr.Neau’s lchool as before; 
feveral were inf! rufted, and afterwards examined publickly in the church before the 
congregation, by the Reverend Mr. Vefey; and gave a very fatisfiictory account of 
their faith, and received baptifm. 

The Society had accounts from time to time of Mr. Neau’s diligence and fuccefs, 
particularly one very ample teftimdnial, figned by the governor (Robert Hunter, Efq.) 
the council, the lord mayor, and recorder of New York, and the two chief juftices, 
letting forth, That Mr. Ncau had demeaned himfelf in all things as a good Chriftian, 
and a good iubjed ; that in the Ration of cafechift he had, to the great advancement 
of religion in general, and the particular benefit of the free Indians, negro flaves, and 
other heathens in thole parrs, with indefatigable zeal and application, performed that 
fervice three times a week ; and, that they did fincercly believe, that as a cafechift, he ., 
did in a very eminent degree delerve the countenance, favour, and protection of the 
Society. The Society were fullv fatisfied with Mr. Neau’s behaviour, and continued 
to lend him numbers of cat echinus and fuiall tracts of devotion atul mftruction, to give 
among the flaves and fen ants at his diferetion. Mr. Mean perfevered with the fame 
diligence till the year 1722, in which lie died, much regretted by all who knew his 
labours. 

The Society have been very careful in carrying oi\ that great and good work, as far 
as in their power lay, ever fmee; and though they have not been fo fuccelsful as they 
could have wifhed, yet their difappointments have not been of a nature to make them 
defpair, and we may realbnably prefuine, that by degrees, and by a conllant perfe- 
verance, they will, in procefs of time, overcome all difficulties. 

6. After the acceflion of Queen Anne to the crown, and this nation’s engaging in 
another general war againft France, it was thought a thing of very great confequence 
to fecure the five Indian nations bordering upon New England and New York; and 
therefore, inftead of waiting for an application^ from the Society, an order was directed 
to them from the Privy Council upon this fubjefot; and they were directed to fend over 
mifiionaries without delay, with a promile that they fhould be properly fupported ; and 
this in terms that very plainly fliewcd the Government looked upon it as a matter that 
did not only regard the Church, but the State. The Society, upon this, font over, 
very foon after, one Mr. Moor, and intended to haye fent over other miffionaries if hifj 
endeavours had met with any fuccefs. The fcheine was very wife and very good, yet 
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it did not anfwer in the execution, for want, as I conceive, of proper expence about 
it. In a national concern like this, money flioukl not have been fpared, and great care 
ought to have been taken in preparations before any thing had been hazarded in the 
execution ; fo that a number of mifiionaries finould have entered the Indian countries at 
once, fome or other of which would certainly have fallen upon the right way of gaining 
the affection of thefe people, which it feems was not the good fortune of Mr. Moor ; 
who arriving at New York in 1704, was very well received by Lord C.ornbury, who 
was then governor of that colony, and who alfo gave him all the afli fiance he could 
defire in his million; but the Mohocks, to whom he addreffed himfelf, did not treat 
him as he expected; for at firft they feemed to exprefs very great fatisfaftion at his 
arrival, and to be extremely well pleated with his concern for their falvation; but they 
trifled with him afterwards, and at laft gave him plainly to underhand, that his coming 
amongft them would be to little purpofe; for under pretence that religion was a public 
concern, in which all their families and little clans had an equal concern, fo that he 
could not be received by any without the common confent, they put him oil from time 
to time, and would have put him off" for ever, if, after a year’s waiting, he had not 
returned to New York; where he embarked on board a Ihip for England, but was 
unhappily loft in his paflage. 

Thus was the 1 attempt fruftrated; but the Society received accounts that this ill 
fuccefs was owing not only to the averfion of the Indians to Chriftianity, but was very 
much occafioned by the artifices of the French Jefuits, who induftrioufly obftrufted the 
labours of the Englilh miflionaries among them, and left no means untried to feduce 
them from their fidelity to the crown of England, and keep them in a continual war 
with the Englilh. And indeed all the evils that the Englilh colonies have undergone 
during the laft war, have been occafioned by the Indians, that is, thofe Indians which 
the Jefuits have by their artifices corrupted ; for among the five nations there is a great 
number of French Jefuits, who are incorporated, by adoption, into their tribes, and as 
fuch they oftentatioully affuine Iroquois names ; and the chief of the poor filly Indians, 
confidering them as perfons. of their own blood, do intirely confide in them, and admit 
them into their councils, from whence one may eafily imagine what diforders the 
Jefuits make in their affairs. Bolides, the Indians bordering on New England are the 
moll cruel and barbarous of all the favage nations, and have deftroyed all their innocent 
neighbours. They are always unfixed, either rambling for feveral months together, 
or hunting, or upon warlike expeditions; and at their return to their villages, have 
generally forgot all their former inf t ructions, and it is impolfible for any minifter to 
accompany them in their rambles of three or four hundred leagues at a time. After 
this good endeavour was defeated, the Indians remained without inftru&ion, except 
that fome few were taught by the Dutch minifter at Albany. But the year 1709 pro¬ 
duced an event, which the Society hoped might have had very happy confequences, 
and fixed Chriftianity among the Iroquois. Four fachems, or four chief perfons ol 
four nations of the Iroquois, came in the nature of ambaffadors to England, confirming 
the peace made with the governor of New York, and requefting her majefty would be 
plealied to direft that their lubjccts might be inftruCted in Chriftianity, and minifters 
might be fent to refide amongft them. 

The Archbilhop of Canterbury received thereupon, the following letter frqm the 
Earl of Sunderland, then one of her majefty’s principal fecretaries of ftate. * 

“ *My r Lord, Whitehall, April 20, 1710. 

“ The inclofed being a copy of what has been given to the Queen, by the ambafla- 
dors lately arrived from the five Indian nations; I am ordered by her majefty to tranf- 
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mit it to your Grace, and to fignify to you her plcafure, that you lay it before the 
Society for propagating religion, that they may confider what may be the moft proper 
ways of cultivating that good difpofition thefe Indians foein to be in for receiving the 
ChriIlian faith, and for fending thither fit perfons for that purpofe, and to report their 
opinion without lofs of time, that the fame may be laid before her majefty. 

“ I am, &c. Sunderland , &c.” 

The archbifl.op was then much indifpofed, and confined to his houfe with the gout, 
and therefore fignified to the fecretary of the Society to call a committee to meet at 
Lambeth ; a committee met, and it was agreed there, and afterwards by the Society at 
a general meeting, thar two mifiionaries fhould be font to the Mohock and Oncydes's 
Indians, with a falary of one hundred and fifty pounds fterling each, together with an 
interpreter and fchool mafter, to teach the young Indians; and this opinion was humbly 
laid before the Queen ; her majefty was farther pleafed to direct, that a fort ihould be 
built among the Mohocks, at the Government’s expence, with a chapel and a manfion 
houfe for the minillcr, for his greater conveniency and fecurity, and that the religious ' 
offices might be periormed with due decency; a fort was foon after built one hundred 
and fifty feet fquare, and garrifoned with twenty foldiers and an officer, and a hopfe and 
chapel completed. The Reverend Mr. Andrews was appointed miffionary, and Mr. 
Claufen, who had been feveral years employed as interpreter by the government of 
New York, in tranfaclions with the Indians, was received as interpreter to Mr. An¬ 
drews, and Mr. Oliver made fchool-mafter. Mr. Andrews was particularly directed by 
the Society, to ul'e all poffible means to perfuade the Indians to let their children learn 
Engliffi ; and the fchool-mafter was to make it his whole bufinefs to teach them. The 
Society was now in good hopes this attempt would prove fuccefsful, fince her majefty 
was to gracioufly pica fid to provide for the fecurity of the miffionary, by building a 
fort juft by the Mohocks’ caftle, to which the men and children might eafily refort to 
be inftrutted ; and the fachcms, the chief perfons of this people, had been in England, 
received many marks of royal favour, had been eye-witneffes of the greatnefs of the 
nation, had been nobly entertained here, and carried home to their own countries 
fafely and honourably, and had themfelves alfo defired their people might be inllru&ed 
in the Chriftian faith. 

Mr. Andrews arrived at Albany in November 1712. The fachems who had been 
carried home before he went from England, were convened by order of the governor 
of New York, to meet Mr. Andrews and the commiffioners for Indian affairs at Albany, 
in order to give a public authority and fanttion to Mr. Andrews’s million, and that the 
fachems might receive him their minifter with greater folemnity. The fachems came to 
Albany, met the commifiioners for Indian affairs, and Mr. Andrews, the miffionary, 
made a long fpeech to the fachcms, reminding them how gracious her majefty w r as in 
building a fort, fending a minifter to them ; put them in mind how eameftly they had 
requeftedit; and fet forth what advantages they and their children would reap by 
being taught our religion and learning. A letter from the Archbilhop of Canterbury 
was delivered to them, and afterwards read to them in Indian by Mr. Claufen, the 
interpreter of the province. Some of the fachems made fpeeches, and returned thanks 
to the queen, expreffed a great fatisfa&ion in having a minifter fent them, and received 
Mr Andrews as fuch, and promifed him all civil and kind ufage. 

The whole affair was tranfaefted with much ceremony, the fachems returned home, 
Mr. Andrews ftaid fome time at Albany to refrelh himfelf; foon after he went up to the 
fort, tw'o hundred miles from New York, accompanied by Robert Livingfton, Efq, 
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the mayor of Albany, Capt. Mathews, Mr. Stroopman of Schene&ady, the Reverend 
Mr. Barclay, and feveral other gentlemen: he was presently vifited by a great many 
Indians, men, women, and children, who faluted him with abundance of joy, and bid 
him welcome to their country. The calHe or chief town of thefe Mu^pcks is neigh¬ 
bouring co the queen’s fort, confiding of about fifty wigwams or houfes; thefe wigwams 
are huts made of mats, or barks of trees put together with poles about three or four 
yards high. The Mohocks clothing is a fhort cloke, like a mantle, made of a blanket, 
or bear-fkin. Their bed is'a mat, or fkin, laid on the ground. They paint and greafe 
themfelves very much with bears fat clarified. They cut the hair off from one fide of 
their heads, and tie up fome of that on the other fide in knots, on the crown, with 
feathers. The men are very flothful, the women very laborious, mere fervants to their 
hufbands. They carry all burdens, letch the venifon home their hufbands kill (the 
men are too lazy to bring it), get in the wood to burn and drefs it; carry their children 
on their backs in their rambles of many hundreds of miles ; hoe the ground and plant 
all the Indian corn that is railed. The language of thefe people is very dillicult, their 
ideas are very few, and their words therefore not many, but as long as fentenccs, ex- 
prefhng by a long rumbling found what we do in a fhort word. There is here no 
manner of conveniency of life lor a millionary; for four or live months in the year 
there is fcarce any dirring abroad, by realbn of the extraordinary coldnefs of the wea¬ 
ther, and the deep fnows that lull; and in the fummer-time, the Hies and mulketoes are 
almoft intolerable, and the rat!lefnakes very dangerous : the neared place of getting 
any provifions is at Schenectady, twenty-four miles dillant, or from Albany forty-four 
miles off. The road to thefe places is, for the molt part, only a fmall, rough Indian 
path through vad woods, where riding is very dangerous, by realbn of the road being 
in many places flopped with fallen trees, roots, Hones, and boles; belides many deep 
hills, and dead fwatnps or bogs in the way ; there was nothing delirable to be feen ; 
the face of the earth rude and uncultivated, like the wild inhabitants; no pleafure to 
be found but that of doing good to the miferable natives. 

Thefe were the circunidances of the place and people, whither Mr. Andrews w’as 
appointed; and notwirhdanding all thefe inconveniencies he redded there, and invited 
the Indians to come to him ; many came: he ufed very often to d'lfcourle w'ith them, 
indruding them in the chief articles of the faith, and giving them /hurt general accounts 
of our religion. This was done by the help of Mr. Ckiiiien, who alw ays attended and 
interpreted to the Indians. Mr. Claufen had been formerly taken prifoner by the Indians, 
lived long among them, and ujjderaorxl their language diffidently. Mr. Andrews 
uf’d to draw up lliort accounts of the Chriilian dodrincs, and fome hidorical parts of 
the Bible; particularly the creation of the world, and miracles of the Lord. The 
interpreter ufed to read them to the Indians, and divine fervice mod to be performed 
in Englifh to the fokliers in the garrilbn. The fchoolmader, Mr. Oliver, opened his 
lchool; the Indians, at lirlf, lent many of their children ; be began to teach them 
Englidi; the parents obdinately refufed to have them taught Engliffi; all poffible 
endeavours were ufed to perfuade them, they (till perdded. Mr.'Andrews lent this 
account to the Society, and rather than quite break with the Indians, the fchoolmader, 
and interpreter, began to teach the children a little in Indian. The Society were 
forced to comply with the Indians obflinacy: they procured an irnpredion of horn¬ 
books and primers in Indian, for the children, lent them great numbers,> as atlfo lea¬ 
thern iqjc-bjrns, pen-knives, a quantity of paper of feveral forts, and feveral other 
little necelfaries. The children were now taught in Indian, and were treated with great 
-kindnefs; no corre^tic* dared to be ufed, lor the parents were l’o fond of their 
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children, and valued learning fo little they thought it not worth gaining, at the leaft 
dilpleafmg of their children. , 

To engage them farther to learn, Mr. Andrews ufed to give the children who came 
to fchool vifti^s, and fome frnall utenfils for their parents. The children ufed often 
to come for the fake of getting victuals, for the Indians are frequently drove to great 
extremities on account of their making little or no provifion before hand. The children 
had a good natural capacity, and an aptnefs for learning ; many of them begun to read, 
and fome to write. This method of giving them victuals, engaged the parents to feud 
them lor Jbme time to fchool. In the mean time Mr. Andrews proceeded to indrudt 
the grown Indians by help of the interpreter, in fome of the chief arlioics of faith, and 
rules of lift; divine lervice was conlhmtlv performed on Sundays and holidays in Eng- 
lilh, to the foldiers, and Inch Indians as underllood anv Engliih frequently attended in 
the-chapel: the chape! was very decently adorned; Oueen Anne had given a hand- 
fonte furniture for the communion-table ; the imperial arms of England painted on 
oanva.> w 're fixed up in the chap' 1 !. Archbiihop Tendon gave twelve large Bibles very 
linely hound, for the me ol tne chapel, with painted tables containing the Creed, 
Lord’s Prayer, and Ten Commandments. Mr. Andrews was very civil to all the 
Indians who came to hear him ; ufed frequently to entertain them at his houfe, and 
give them provifions home with them when tiny wanted very murji, and that they 
often did. 

The Society, fince they could by no means prevail with the Indians to leant Engliih, 
neither young nor old, laboured to get fome good tranflations made ol parts of the 
Scripture, at lea!), into the Indian language, though exceeding improper to convey a 
due idea ol theChriiiian doctrines ; as being willing, by all methods of compliance, to 
gain lomething upon them : the Society were much ailided in this by Mr. Freeman, 
a very worthy C.alvimb minillcr; he had been live years minifter at Schenectady, to 
a Dutch congregation, and had been employed by the Earl of Bellamouf, in the year 
1700, to convert the Indians. He had a good knowledge ol the dialect of the 
Mohocks, which is underllood by all the Iroquois, w ho reach near four hundred miles 
beyond Albany. The Society applied to him for any proper papers wrote in that lan¬ 
guage, which he might have, lie acquainted the Society, that he had tranllated into 
Indian, the Morning and Evening Prater-; from our Liturgy, the whole Gofpel of St. 
Mathew, the three lird chapter* of (let.ells, feveral chapters of F.xodus, feveral Pfalms, 
many portions of the Scripture relating to the birth, paliion, refurreaion, and alccufion. 
of our Lord; and leveral chapters of the llrU Kpiitlp to the Corinthians, particularly 
the iilteenth chapter, proving the rcfurreCtinn of the dead. He very frankly gave the 
Society a copy ol thefe Ir;uillations, which were lent to Mr. Andrews for his help, and 
they were a great help to him. He ufed tragically to read fome of thefe to the Indians, 
and they could comprehend well enough by his reading. But the Society were deiirous 
fome part ol the Scriptures might be printed in Indian, and the copies given to the 
Indians, and they taught at lead to ro.nl that; accordingly the Morning and Evening 
Prayer, the Litany, the Church Catechilm, Family Prayer, and feveral chapters of the 
Old and New Tcdaniem were printed at New York. The copies were lent to Mr. 
Andrews, and he gave them to iuch ol the Indians as knew any thing of letters. 

* lie had hopes now ol fome fuccels in his million; feveral of the women and fome 
men began* to lead more orderly lives. They were indructed, and retained well in 
their memory what the chief articles of our faith are, and rules of life ; a >>o4 number 
were baptized, and particular accounts were lent regularly to the Society. Mr. An¬ 
drews was willing to try what good he could do in another nation of the Indians; he 
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travelled to the caftle of Onydans, one hundred miles diftant from the Mohocks; the 
country all the way was a vail wildernefs of wood, and the road through it was a narrow 
path. He was forced to carry all necefl'aries with him, and at night to lie upon a bear’s {kin. 
When he arrived at the caftle he was vifited by more than one hundcid people, who 
feemed all glad to fee him ; he read fevcral papers to them, {laid fome Time with them, 
and, after inftruffion, baptized feveral, whofe names have been tranfmitted to the 
lociety. Mr. Andrews afterwards returned to the Mohocks, his place of refidence. 
In a ffiort time the Indians grew weary of inftruction ; the men grown would go out in 
bodies a hunting for feveral months, and forget all they had been taught; and the 
young boys, when they grew up, were taken out by their fathers to hunt, and fo loft 
all they had got. This roving life utterly deftroyed all the miflionary’s and fchool- 
mafter’s labours. 

But befides this difficulty, and the natural averfenefs of the Indians to learning, two 
misfortunes happened which created a jealoufy, and afterwards a hatred in the Indians 
againft all the Englifh as well as againft their religion. Some jefuits, emiffaries from 
Quebec, among the Canada Indians, adjoining to the Iroquois, had infilled into the 
minds of thofe people, that the Englifh did not intend, by building a fort among the 
Iroquois, to teach them their religion, hut to cut them all off at a proper juncture; and 
that a box had .been found accidentally, left by the Englifh when they attempted 
Quebec, containing papers which clifcovered this intention of the Englifh. The Canada 
Indians believed this idle ftory, and fpread it among all the Iroquois. This ftirred up 
fome jealoufy, but a further misfortune quite fet the Indians againft the Englifh ; fome 
of the Tufcararo Indians v r ho had fled from North Carolina after the war there with the 
Englifh, came and fettled in the country of the Onontages, one of the Iroquois nations 
bordering on the Mohocks. Thofe people being enraged at the Englifh, ftirred up the 
Onontages againft them, telling them they had been mod harbaroufly ufed and drove 
out of their country, and the Englifh watched only for an opportunity to extirpate them 
too. The other Indians were too eafily perfuaded to believe every thing the Tufcararo 
Indians told them ; fo that when any of thefe people came by the Mohocks Caftle and 
the Queen’s Fort, in their way to Albany, to trade and buy themfdves necefl'aries, 
they ufed only to mock at Mr. Andrews when he would offer to talk to them about 
religion, and when he proffered to go to their abode they abfolutely forbade him. 

In a little time the old Mohocks left off coming to the Chapel to Mr. Andrews, and 
the children came no more to fchool. Mr. Andrews wrote the fociety word of the ill 
fuccefs of his miffion, though he had fpared no pains; that, the hopeful beginnings 
proved of no effect at laft ; and that he began to defpair of converting the Indians. The 
fociety found now, from feveral accounts, that the miffion among the Indians proved 
fruitlefs j that it was not poffible to teach them the Chriftian religion, before they were 
in fome degree civilized ; and they found the following difficulties did only hinder that. 
No way could be found to engage the Indians to lead a fettled life, to apply themfelves 
to cultivate the ground, to build towns, and to raife cattle ; they would ftill rove through 
their vaft woods many hundreds of miles, depending for their fubfiftence upon the game 
they could kill.' They would eat all forts of carrion, and in fome long rambles, when 
by various accidents they could get no game, would kill and eat one another, even their 
wives, and that without any concern or remorfe. Generally half of a hord or nation 
went out a hunting or a warring upon a neighbouring nation together, and on thofe 
expeditions'Torgot all the little they had learned, and at their return were as mere 
.favages as ever. They cbuld not be difluaded from taking wives and leaving them at 
their pleafure} this ,not* only hindered religion from being fixed among them, but 
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was the caufe that a great many aged men and women perifhed miferably, as having 
no one to take any care of them. 

They would, in their wars, ufe tTie greateft barbarities, and deflroy all the prifoners 
they could tak^by fuch extreme tortures, it would move too much horror in the reader 
to repeat in thi^lace. It is true, they were very fond of their children, but they per¬ 
verted even fo good a principle ; they would not oblige them to learn any manual art, 
or our language, but let them live a lazy beftial life : nay, fome of the young children 
who have by chance fallen into the Englifh hands, and lived in families, been taugh. 
our language, learnt a decent behaviour, and known fornething of tillage or handicraft; 
when they have grown up have run wild again, have thrown off thejir clothes, and 
chofe rather to ramble naked altnoft in the woods with their own people, than to live a 
fober and fettled life. But the greateft obftruction to their being civilized, was their 
greedind's of ftrong liquors, efpecially rum, and the fatal effect drunkennefs hath upon 
them. When they drink they will never leave off till they have gone to the greateft 
excels, and in this condition tlvv are moft wretched objects. They grow quite mad, 
burn their own little huts, murder their wives and children, or one another ; fo that 
their wives are forced to hide their guns or hatchets, and themfelves too, for fear of 
mifehief. And if the men, through this excefs, fall into any licknefs, they perifh 
miferably, as having no methods of helping themfelves by phyfic or otherwife. 

It is, indeed, matter of great wonder, that thefe wretched people who have lived 
joining to the Englifh fettlements fo many years, and cannot but obferve that the 
Engliih, by agriculture, raife provifions out of a fmall fpot of ground, to fupport in 
plenty great numbers of people ; whereas they, by their hunting, cannot get a wretched 
fubfiftence out of all their wildenieffes of leveral hundred leagues in extent, fhould ftill 
refufe to till their ground or learn any manual art ; fhould ftill live a brutal life, infen- 
fible of fhameor honour. It is true, the Englifh have taken from them exceeding large 
countries, yet this, far from being a prejudice, would be a vaft advantage to them, if 
they would but learn the Engliih language, arts, and induftry. They have ftill an 
immenfe extent of land, part of which, if duly cultivated, is able to maintain many 
millions of people more than they are. It might have been imagined the Sachems, 
that is, thofe petty *kings who were in England in the late Queen’s time, fhould have 
been fo ftrongly allotted with feeing the grandeur, plealure, and plenty of this nation, 
that when they came to their own countries, they would have tried to reduce their 
people to a polite life ; would have employed their whole power to expel that rudebar- 
barilm, and introduce arts, manners, and religion ; but the contrary happened ; they 
funk themfelves into their old brutal life ; and though they had feen this great city, 
when they came to their own woods they grew all lavage again. 

Mr. Andrews wrote feveral accounts more in 1718, that ail his labours proved 
inefl’ettual. That the Indians would not fend their children to fchool, and nobody 
came to the chapel; that the four other nations of the Iroquois, as they came by the 
Mohocks Caftle, infulted and threatened him ; that the interpreter and fchool-mafter 
perceived all their ltibour was loft, and that they were frequently in danger of their 
lives if they went out of the fort. The focietv received thefe accounts with much dif- 
fatisfaftion, as being extremely contrary to what their good defires had made them 
hope. However, they were fo unwilling to abandon this wretched people to themfelves, 
that they would not difmifs Mr. Andrews from his miffion, upon his own reprefentatiou 
of his ill fuccefs. They wrote to the governor of New York, Robert flunter Efq, 
acquainted him with the accounts they had received, and requeued the favour of his 
Excellency to caufe an inquiry to be made, whether Mr. Amjrews’s labours were ‘fo* 
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fruitlefs among the Indians, and fubmitted to his judgment to difrmfs Mr. Andrews if 
they fliould be fo found. The acrounts tranfmitted hither were found true upon exa¬ 
mination, and Mr. Andrews left that miferable race of men. 

We have chofen to give the whole of this remarkable account together, that the 
reader may fee, and be fully apprifed of the many and great obflacles that lie in the 
way of our bringing the Indians to embrace our filtered togetlier with our religion ; but 
there are fliil hopes, that as the focictv proceeds in the great defign of fettling a regular 
clergy in our colonics, and thereby iniluencing the planters, not only to profel's, but 
to fhew theml'elves Chriftians ; thefe obflacles will he leflened by degrees, and the 
Indians come to have a better opinion of our faith, in the kune proportion that they 
grow better pieafed with the judiee and regularity of our behaviour towards them ; but 
in the mean time what has been related lhcws that this important tafk has not remained 
unattempted, and that if it has been in fonte mcafure interrupted, this interruption 
was occafioned by accidents unforefeen, inevitable, and in their nature hitherto 
unconquerable. 

7. Hut it is now time for us to proceed to that great and lingular expedition, under¬ 
taken in the Queen’s reign, for dilpoflefling the French of Quebec, and driving them 
entirely out of Canada. "This was full: conceived practicable, and meafures taken lor 
putting it in execution, in the year 1707, at which time the Earl of Sunderland, then 
iecrctary of Hate, wrote to the government of New England, to prepare lor giving 
what aflidancc lay in their power, towards a defign ol Inch importance to, and (o often 
recommended by, the people of that colony ; who from the time Sir William Phipps 
mifearried in it, were continually wilhing for an opportunity to recover their credit, and 
to revenge their lofs upon the French, by renewing their attempts upon Canada. The 
perfon then intended to command the land troops, was General Maceartnm, and every 
thing was fettled with reipeft to his voyage, when the fatal battle of Almanza, in Spain, 
made it abfolutely neceflary to fend the troops defigned for this fervice into that country, 
to prevent the total ruin of the late Emperor’s, then King Charles, aflairs. The cir- 
cumftances of the war in fucceeding years hindered the revival of this project till the 
change of the miniitry, and then it was refolvcd upon afrelli, as the moll effectual 
means of forcing France into a fpeedy and f > 1 1< 1 peace. 

How it was executed is a very Irani talk to lav ; but we will make life of the account, 
publifhed by the Iecrctary of the admiralty, wdio had it in his power to give the fulled 
find faired relation of this matter: and if he has not done fo, we know not 
whereto find a better, lie tells us die Queen’s indruftions to .Sir Hovcnden Walker, 
Rear Admiral of the White, were dated the t ith day of April 1711, by which he was 
ordered to take under his command, the Torbay, a fhip of eighty guns, the Fdgar, 
Swiftfhure, and Monmouth, of feventy guns ; and Dunkirk, Sunderland, Kingflon, 
and Montague, of fixty guns, with two bomb vefiels; as alfo the Leopard and Saphire, 
one of fifty and the other of thirty guns, lent before to North America ; with all thefe, 
except the two lad, together with the ftore-fhips and trait (ports defigned on the expe¬ 
dition, lie was, as foon as might be, to rendezvous at Spithead ; ’and when Mr. Hill, 
General and Commander in Chief of the forces, fhould be embarked, and the troops 
on board, lie wax, with the firft opportunity of the wind, to proceed to Bolton in New* 
England, without touching at any ifland, country, or place, if it could podibly be 
avoided j and as be was required to appoint proper fignals and places for .rendezvous, 
in cafe,of ieparation, fo was he to give drift orders to the captains of the fltips under his 
command, that if they happened to be fo leparatcd, they fhould not inform the enemy, 
or any other, on what defign they were going. 
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In his paflage to Bofton, the chief town in New England, he was, when himfelf and 
the General fhould judge it moft proper, to detach one (hip of war or more to convoy 
direftly to New York the tranfport fhips, in which were laden artillery, filks, cloaths, 
and accoutrerqents, with other things, for the ufe of the forces to be raifed there, as well 
as in the Jerfeys and Pcnfylvania ; the fame to be delivered as the General fhould 
direct ; and then the fhips of war were to be ordered to return to Boflon; but if it 
fhould not be judged proper to make fuch detachment, the tranfports were to be lent to 
New York, under a fufficient convoy, when he arrived at Bofton ; and thefaid convoy, 
to bring there fuch neceflarics and ftores as fhould be provided for the fquadron and 
forces. When he arrived at New England, he was to take the Leopard and Saphire 
under his command, and confider whether it might be neceflary to make any addition 
to the fquadron by the convoy to the Ne\v England mail fhips or others flationed on 
the coafl of America, which he was empowered to do ; and if the General fhould, upon 
advifing with him, think it practicable to fend any of the tranfports with foine of the 
new raifed troops in NewEng : and, to garrifo:- Annapolis Royal, lately called Port 
Royal ; and to bring from thence the marines left there, or any part of them, or the 
artillery, or ftores of war, he was to appoint a fufficient convoy, with directions for 
them to return forthwith to New England. 

He was, when at Bofton, to take under his care all tranfport veffids, ketches, hoys, 
boats, and other neceffaries provided in New England ; and as foon as the forces from 
thence, and thofe raifed there, fhould be on board, he was to fail with them into the 
river of St. Laurence up to Quebec, in order to attack that place ; and being arrived, 
to make a proper dilpofition of the fhips for that purpofe, as well of fuch as might be 
fit to be employed before the town, as others; upon confuldng with the General to 
pafs the place, and proceed up the river towards the lake, not only to prevent any com¬ 
munication with Qui bee, but to proteft the canoes and boats with the forces from New 
York, to which end he was empowered to convert fume of the fmall veflels font from 
thence to New England, into frigates fuitable to the navigation of the upper part of the 
river, and to man and arm them accordingly at New England, or elfewhere ; he was 
to affift the General with veflels and boat proper for landing the forces and embarking 
them again, but more efpecially upon his arrival at Quebec, or frefh tranfporting them 
from place to place. 

He was alfo ordered to fend to the General fuch marine foldiers as fhould be on board 
the fquadron, when he fhould demand the fame ; which ho was to have the command 
of while employed on ffiore; befides which, he was to aid him with fuch a number of 
feamen, gunners, guns, ammunition, and other ftores from the fhips, as he fhould demand 
for the land fcrvice ; which feamen were to affift in drawing and mounting the cannon, 
or otherwife, as fhould be found neceflary. He was driftiy required to lofe no time in 
proceeding to New England, and proceeding from thence to the River St. Laurence ; 
nor in putting in execution the fervice at Quebec ; but that on his part, all expedition 
fhould be ufed in the reduftion of the place, and of the country of Canada, or New 
France ; and in the feafonable return of the fquadron and tranfports. Her Majefly 
empowered him to direft the commiflary of the itores to deliver to any fhip or veiled, 
whether of war or otherwife, any provifions or liquors under his care ; he was likewife 
to provide any other naval ftores for the ufe of the fquadron ; and in cafe of fuccefs it 
fhould be found neceflary by him and the General to have a naval force left in the river 
of St. Laurence, he was to appoint fuch part of the fquadron to remain thete as might 
be judged proper for taking care to make fuitable provifion for the maintenance and , 
repair of fuch fhips ; and the like liberty was given as to any of the fmaller veflels, 
vol. xn. 3 h fuch 
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fuch as tranfports or othenvife, or to make u r e of any of the enemy’s fliips that might 
be taken, if proper, to bring into Europe fuch governors, regular troops, religious 
perfons, or others whom the General, by his inf! ructions, was directed to fend away 
from Canada, with comm diaries, Acres, and provifions for their tranfporiation. 

Thefe fervices being directed, he was to take on board the General, if he fhould 
think fit to return, and fuch of the forces as might not be left in Canada, and haften 
with the fquudron and tranfports out of the river; and if the feafon of the year would 
permit, he was to proceed to, and fummon and attack, Placentia in Newfoundland, in 
fuch manner as General Hill fhould direct ; which fervice being ovdr, lie was to order 
fuch fliips of waf as did not properly belong to the fquudron under his command, to 
return to their feveral flations, directing the mailers of the tranfports which he fhould 
have no occafion for, to go and leek freight either upon the continent of America or in 
the iflands, to eafe the public of the farther charge of them, and for the benefit of the 
trade of Great Britain. I.afily ; it was recommended to him, as is was to the General 
of the land forces, to maintain a conflant good tmdcrfhuuling ami agreement , and 011 
all occafions to render each other all neceil'ary anil requifite aliilhmee ; and if any dif¬ 
ferences fhould arife between them, upon any conftruction of command, or the nature 
of command in the fervice, or otherwile hov. Jbevcr, the Queen w:is (leafed to relerve 
the determination of the fame to herfell, at their return to Great Britain, without pre¬ 
judice to either of them in fubmitting to each other for the good of her Majelty’s 
fervice. 

And that he might be fuflicicntlv informed of her Majefly’s defign upon Canada, 
and of the preparations directed to be made for the carrying it on, to the governors oi 
New York and Malfachufets Bay, and New Hants ; as alio -of the additional inltruc- 
tions to the governors of New York, and of thole to Francis Nichollbn F.fq. and the 
feveral governors of the colonies of Connecticut, Rhode Iflaml, Providence Plantation, 
and Penfylvania. 

Thefe were the contents of the Oueen’s orders to Sir Hovcnden Walker, prepared 
without fo much as confultitig the then Lords Commiflloners oi the Admiralty, either 
as to the litnefs of the fliips appointed for the expedition, or the nature of the navigation ; 
but on the contrary, the defign on which they were bound was nil Her iiulull rioully hid 
from them, as may appear by feme letters to Sir Hovendcn Walker, belore he failed 
from Spithead, by which the Acretary fi cmed !<» value himfeif very much, that a defign 
of this nature was kept a fecret from the admiralty, who, had they been conlulkd, 
would not, l am apt to think, nave advifid the fending 11 rips of eighty and fevetity 
gens to Quebec, fince the navigate n vp the river ol St. Laurence, was generally 
efteeme:! to be very dangerous; nor were their lordlhips permitted to know any tiling 
of this matter, at lea ft not in form, until advice received, that the French were equipping 
a confiderable fquudron at Brelt, which fume of the miniltrv might be apprehenfive were 
defignod to intercept Sir Hovendcn Walker ; but it was too late to take any proper 
meafurcs for preventing it, if the enemy had really had any fuch intention. Having thus 
given a brief account of what Heps were taken to fet forth this fquudron, which, ere it 
returned, put the nation to a very confiderable expence, it remains that we accompany 
them on the expedition, and I fhall give as particular an account of their proceedings as 
the papers which 1 have before me, will enable me to do. 

Sir Hovcnden Walker was under fail with the fliips of war and tranfports off of 
Dunnofc dti the 29th of April, 1711 ; but coming off of the Start the lit of the next 
month, a Wefterly wind obliged him to put in at Plymouth 5 being the length of the 
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Dead Man the 4th, he met with the Kent. Effcx, and Plymouth, which fhips he took 
with him fome leagues into the lea, and then left them to their former l'crvice of cruizing 
from the foundings. The 24th of June he arrived at Nantalket, near Bofton in New 
England, having then with him five fhips of the third rate,- fix of the fourth, one of 
the fifth, and two bomb-veffels. But not meeting with that ready alliftance which was 
expefted from the government and people of that country, it was the 30th of July 
before he failed from thence, and then he was on his wav to Quebec, with the B> fifth 
and New England forces. The 14th of Auguft he got the length of the Bird Jflands, 
which lie about two hundred and fifty leagues from Cape Ann; and having font the 
Cheffer, Leopard, and Saphirc, to cruize between Placentia and Cape Breton, on the 
ifiand oppofue to Newfoundland, expected their joining him in his paflage to Quebec; 
the former of which fhips had taken and font into Bofton, before he failed thence, a 
Ihip of about one hundred and twenty tons, with ten guns, and had feventy men on 
board, whereof thirty were foldicrs for the garrifon of Quebec. 

The Leoftoff, Feverfhanvs bm.rprize, and Try oil's Prize, all fmall veffels, which 
were Ihuioned at New York and Virginia, he ordered to join him off of Cape Breton, 
being impowered by her Majefty’s orders fo to do, if he fliould find it neceflary, and this 
the rather beeaule they might be of good ufe to him in his proceeding up the river to 
Quebec, which navigation inoft of the people with whom he had fpokeji reprefented to 
lie very dangerous; and therefore he rightly judged the Humber and Devonfhire, 
which mounted eighty guns each, too big to be ventured thither; for which rcafon he 
font them home, and ihified his flag on board the Edgar, a fhip of feventy guns. 
General Hill removing into the Windier, which carried ten lets ; but fince he had in¬ 
formation that a fhip of fixtv guns, and another of thirty, were expected from France 
very fhortly; lie ordered the aforeiaid fhips Ilumber and Devonfhire, to cruize in the 
opening of the bay of St, Laurence, until the lafl of Auguft, and then to purfue their 
voyage home. 

He had very fair weather until he got into the aforefaid bay, when it came changeable, 
fometimes thick and foggy, and other while calm and little winds, and the navigation 
appeared to be intricate and hazardous. 'I'he iSth of Auguft, when he was off Gafpe 
Bay, near the entnfnce of the river Canada, it blew frclh at north-weft, and left the 
tranfports fliould be feparated, and blown to leeward, he anchored in that bay ; where, 
Haying for an opportunity to proceed up the river, he burnt a French fhip which was 
a fiftiing, not being able to bring her off. The wind veering wcfterly the 20th of 
Auguft, he had hopes of gaining his paflage; but the next day afternoon it proved 
foggy, and continued lb all night and the day following, with very little wind till the 
afternoon, when there was an extreme thick fog and it began to blow hard at eafl- 
fouth-eail, which rendering it impollible to fleer any courie with fafety, having neither 
fight of land or foundings, or anchorage, he, by the advice of (he pilots then on board 
him, both Englifh and French, who were the heft in the fleet, made the fignal for the 
fhips to bring to with their heads foulhvvard, at which time it was about eight at 
night, believing tha’t in that poflurc they fhoukl not come near the north fhore, but 
rather have driven with the flream in the mid-channel; but on the contrary, as they lay 
* with their heads fouthwards, and the wind eaflerly, in two hours time he found himfelf 
on the north fhore among the rocks aiuliflands, at lcaft fifteen leagues farther than the 
log-line gave, where the whole fleet had like to have been loft; the men of war efcaped 
with the utmoft difficulty, but eight tranfport fhips were caft away, and ulmpft nine 
hundred officers, foldicrs, and feamcn perifhed. 
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The French pilot, who, as it was faid, had been forty voyages in this river, and 
eighteen of them in command, informed him, that when it happens to be fo foggy as to 
prevent the fight of the land, it is iinpoffibleto judge of the currents, or to fleer by any 
courfe; for he himfolf had loll two Ships, and been himfelf near the fouth, infomuch 
that it was extremely difficult to procure men in France to proceed on fo dangerous a 
navigation, fince almofl every year they fullered Ihipwreck. Thus it appeared how 
things iiave been mifreprefented in Great Britain, by thole who pretend to aver that 
fleets of fhips might fafely proceed up the river to Quebec ; and it was demonftrable 
that the people of Bolton knew not any thing of what they propofed, when fchcmes 
were laid for Inch an expedition. After this unhappy difaller, and when Sir Ilovcnden 
Walker had plied two days with very frelh gales, between the welt and the fouth, to 
lave what nun and other things he could, he called a council of war, and upon 
enquiring of the pilots (who had been forced on board the flips by the government of 
New Englandj, and duly examining into every circumltance, it was judged impracticable 
for a fleet to get up to Quebec, fince there were fo many apparent clangers, and no 
pilots qualified to take the charge ; befides it was the opinion of them all, both 
Engliih and French, that had the fquadron been higher up the river, with the hard 
gales they met with, all the flips would have been inevitably loft. At this council of 
war there were Ipfides the Rear Admiral, Captain Jofeph Soames, Captain John Mitchel, 
Captain Robot Arris, Captain George Walton, Captain Henry Gore, Captain George 
Paddon, Captain John Cock!:urn, and Captain Auguiline Roufe. The confultation 
being over, the Saphire was lent to Bolton, with an account of the misfortune, and the 
Montague, to find out the I lumber and Devonlhire, and to hop all (hips bound up to 
Quebec; and the Leopard being left with l'omc Hoops and brigantines, to take any 
men from the Ihore that might be laved, and to endeavour to weigh l'omc anchors left 
behind, he proceeded to Spanifh River, in the ifland of Breton, the rendezvous he 
had appointed, there to he perfectly informed of the date of the army and fleet, and 
to fettle matters for their further proceedings. 

But all the flips did not join till the 7th of September; the day following, by 
confent of the General he called a council of war of lea and land officers, where it was 
confidered, whether under their prelent circumllances it was practicable to attempt 
anything again!! Placentia, which all of them very much inclined to; but upon ex¬ 
amining into the date of the provif ons on board the men of war and trail (ports, it 
was found there was but ten weeks provifion at fhort* allowance, in the former, and 
in the latter much lefs, fo that it was unanimoufly agreed not any thing of that kind 
could be undertaken; but that it was necellary the fquadron and tranfports fiould 
proceed to Great Britain, fince they had but barely provifions fuficient for the voyage, 
and that there was not any profped of a fupply from New England, and the feafon of 
the year being too far advanced for navigating fafely in thole parts of the world. At 
this council of war there were, befides the fea officers of the lad, General Hill, 
Colonel Charles Churchill, Colonel William Windreife, Colonel Campenfelt, Colonel 
Clayton, Colonel Kirk, together with Colonel Vetch, and Colonel‘Walton, who com¬ 
manded the forces raifed in New England. 

It was in purfuance of this refolution taken in Spanilh River, that he failed on the 
j6th of September for England, where he arrived the- 9th of O&ober following, 
and not long alter his return, the Edgar, a feventy-gun lhip, on board of which he 
hoifled t his, flag, took fire, and blew up at Spithead by lome accident, the caufe of 
which was never known; and thus ended an expedition every way unfortunate, and 
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which brought nothing but difcredit and blame upon thofe who contrived, and thofe 
who were concerned in the executing it, and particularly Sir Hovenden Walker, a very 
honed plain f'pokcn. man ; who, if there was any dark fecret in this bufmefs, was 
mod certainly ignorant of it. His opinion always was, and he died in the full belief of 
it, that though the expedition might be judly ftyled unfortunate, inafmuch as it mif- 
carried, and the fleet never reached Quebec ; yet it would have been much more fo, if 
they had got up file river of St. Laurence, and had actually landed their men, as they 
were by their indrudions directed to do; and the reafons he gave for it are very well 
worth the hearing, efpecially at this juncture, when an expedition of the fame kind is 
laid to be under confideration. The reafons that he gave lor it were thafe :—“ That in 
cafe the Fre nch had retired from Quebec, they would have carried their provifions with 
them, and have deftroyed what they could not carry, fo that the Englifh would have'had 
nothing but a wild, barren, uncultivated country before them, with the conqueft of 
which they might pleafe themfclves; but in which, neverthelefs, they would find if 
impoflible t-) lubfdt. 

“ For, continues he, out people’s provifions would have been reduced to right or 
nine (perhaps to fix) weeks, at fhort allowance ; no relief could poffibly be hoped for 
in lefs than ten months, if fo loon ; the Fevcrfliain, and three ffore-ffiips, laden with the 
provifions defigticd for their fupply, being call away in their paflagq; fo that if they 
had cfeaped lliijnvreck, which would have been a very great chance, between ten and 
twelve thoufand men mult inevitably have periffied with hunger and cold, and the fliip 
have become a prey to the returning enemy. On the other hand, had the enemy held 
out till our people had fpen' all their provifions, they mult have laid down their arms, 
and have furrendered to the French at diferetion, to avoid death in its moll frighful 
fliape, famine ; or if they had taken the place, either by Itorm or capitulation, the re¬ 
maining provifions of l'rnall garril'011 would not have gone far towards fubfilting fo 
large a number ; nor could they at that feafon of the year, have marched through the 
country in fear Ji of more: and this would have been the cale, had they afterwards 
attempted Placentia."’ 

llow far this gentleman might be in the right or in the wrong, 1 ihail not at prelent 
defire the reader to*en quire; but, molt certainly what he lays has at the liril fight the 
appearance of lincerity and truth, and therefore we ought to be very cautious of 
running any f relh hazards of rhF nature , but' the driving the French from Canada is 
in oil certainly a thing very pofliblc and very practicable, provided the feheme be laid by 
thofe who are well acquainted with the Rate and forcepd our colonics, the navigation of 
the river of St. Laurence, and the condition of the colony we propole to diHodge; and 
if it be execut ed by fcamen and officers of experience in their refpedive profellions, and 
who found the hopes of promoting their private interdt on rhe iblid baits of exerting 
their utmod abilities in the public lervice. 

8 . The French, during the whole courfe of the luff war, were particularly attentive 
to the prcfcrvation of their own colonies, and annoying of ours, in both which fchemes 
they were but too luccddul, which however was not owing fo much either to the 
wifdom of their councils or the vigour of their arms, as to the faults in our meafures, 
and the mifearriages of our lea officers. 1 ihail not pretend to enter into a Uriel 
detail of thefe difagrceable points, but ihail content myfelf with a few general 
points, whim'll l Hatter mylelf will be fufficient for my purpofe. At the very 
beginning of the war, the gallant old Admiral Benbow was facrificed by fomp of his 
officers who had a pique to him. He was a man of great honour and ifriri difeipline, 
but had forne of the rouglmefs of a tar about him, which rendered him very difagreeable * 

. to 
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to the fine gfentlemen ofthejiavy, amongft whom were three of the captains that deferted 
him; their conduct indeed had the look of cowardife, and of that they were found 
guilty by a court martial, and fullered death for it very dcfervydly; but they only 
afted the cowards and were not fo, for they had behaved gallantly,Upon other occafions, 
and never man looked death in the face with more intrepidity than Captain Kirby did, 
which however was fo far from extenuating, that in my opinion it heightened his 
offence. 

The executing fevere juftice upon thofe three gentlemen, which certainly was a 
very wife and right ftep, and was taken by the mildcit government this or perhaps any 
other nation ever faw, had a very good effeft, and taught people to fear the juftice 
of the nation, in cafe they facrificed the concerns of the public to their particular rc- 
fentments or private views ; but that it did not entirely put an end to the evil is very 
certain, fince fomething of the fame kind happened afterwards to Sir Charles Wager, and 
prevented his taking at leaft another galleon. The admirals alfo, and great fea officers, 
that were ftationed at Jamaica, for the protection of the ifland and fecurity of commerce, 
did not behave fo well as they might have done, as appeals from thofe authentic regi- 
fters, the votes of the Houfe of Commons, where the reader will find, that alter long 
and drift enquiries, in which the merchants were admitted to make particular charges, 
and allowed to fjipport them by evidence, cenfures were palled upon thole officers who 
appeared to be guilty ; and both Houles (hewed a warm zeal for redreffimg thofe mif- 
chiefs occafioned by the ill conduct of the navy, and thereby left ample teftimony of 
their regard for the public, though it was not attended with that fuccefs that might 
have been wifhed. 

In the meantime the French went on in quite a different way; and, when they found 
their fleets were able to do little again ft ours, they very wifely declined wafting their 
naval force in combats at fea, and applied it almoft entirely to the protecting their own 
trade, and diftrelling ours. They undertook the efcorting the Spanifli plate fleets, and 
were, generally fpeaking, but too fticcefsful in that undertaking. Notwithffanding our 
fuperior force, they attempted a commerce with the Spanifh iettlements in the South 
Seas ; .and in this too they fucceeded, notwithftanding the dangerous navigation round 
Cape Horn, and from thence they reaped two great advantages, maintaining and 
improving their manufactures, even in a time of war, and bringing vaft funis into France, 
without which fhe could notpollibly have continued the war. 

Yet, in fome refpefts, it manifeftly appeared that her force was very inftiflicient for 
fupporting her views in the Wtft,Indies, fince, in an attempt they made upon Carolina 
in 1706, they were fhamefully repulled by the natural force of that colony, without 
any affilfance from hence. .And, on the other hand, our people fucceeded in their 
attempt to drive the French out of what they poffiefied in the ifland of St. Chriftopher’s; 
which plainly fhewed what might have been done, in that war, towards deftroying 
their fugar colonies, if, as our interefts moft certainly led us, we had confidered that 
point more attentively than we did fome others, which did not concern us near fo 
much. For, had we ufed the opportunity that was given us to have driven the French 
out of all or moft of their iflands, it inuft have turned fo much to our advantage, in 
point of trade, that, in all human probability, we fhoukl have had no reafon to regret 
the vaft expenccs of that Idng and confuming war. 

But, inftead of doing this, our views were almoft entirely confined to Eiyope, where 
our fuepefs* was indeed very honourable for our arips, but was very far from procuring 
t us any advantages in relpeft to trade; which I do not fay with any defign of refleft- 
' mg on the minifters Jjy whom that war was managed, who perhaps might mean us well, 
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and did for us as much as was in theT power; but to fhew where the fault really lay, 
which was Our entering into many engagements that were either ufeleis or detrimental to 
our commercial intermits. 

Whereas the French' who had but very lately entertained any thoughts of trade, kept 
that continually in view, both in their operations during the war and in their nego¬ 
tiations for bringing about a peace. In refpect to the former, befides what they did 
againft us in the Weft Indies,‘they attacked the Portuguefe in Brazil, ruined the com¬ 
merce between the Dutch and Spaniards, and eftablifhed their own; and, befides all 
this, when they had actually begun to treat with us, and our Court confidered them in 
a manner as friends, they lent a fleet to diftrefs us in the Leeward Iflaads ; which ex- 
cefiively provoked our miniftry, though they were too far advanced in their pacific mea- 
fnres to retreat. 

At theconclufion of the treaty, the French fliewed the fame care for, and the fame 
fleadinefs in, fupporting their commerce. It was with difficulty that they were pre¬ 
vailed upon to reflore what they had taken from oar Iludfou’s Bay company. Nova 
Scotia we had, and, becaufe they could not take it from us, they,left it to us ; but they 
plainly cheated us out of Cape Breton. And though they pretended to renounce all 
pretentions on Newfoundland, yet they preferved what they never had any title to, 
and what, with refpect to that country, was all they ever wanted. Bythefe arts they 
i ecu red great advantages to themfelves, which were all at our expence; brought a 
heavy load of reproach on the miniflcrs who tranfacled with them, and left the treaty of 
Utrecht as a memorial to all fucceeding minifters of the danger of entering into any 
feparate negotiations with France. 

9. After the accellion of his late Majefty King George 1 . to the Britifh throne, there 
followed feveral difturbances at home and abroad, which might very well hinder the 
minifters from contriving any new' fchemes for the advantage of our colonies, or from 
perfecting thofe which had been formerly laid for that purpofe. 'flic rebellion in Scot¬ 
land iirft, and after that the quadruple alliance, and the meafurcs which preceded and 
followed it, fufticiently occupied their thoughts, and if they went on in the ordinary 
way, in protecting them, and providing ‘or their fecurity, they might very well be 
ox ailed for poll polling thoughts or projects of another nature to more favourable 
times. 

But the French, always watchful for their 4 o\vn advantages, at the very time when 
they leeined molt folicitous in cultivating the friend (Slip of Britain, and were daily re¬ 
ceiving benefits from it, projected the fettlement of the iiiand of St. Lucia, which had 
been always included in the conuniflion of the govern r of Barbadoes ; and for that 
purpofe the French King fought fit, in the year 1719, to make a grant of that ifland 
to the Marfiial d’Ktree, who - immediate!y made the necefiary difpofitions for eftablifhing 
a colony in that iiiand, and lent over people for that purpofe. The governor of 
Barbadoes, as it was his duty, oppofed this fettlement vigorouily, and declared 
roundly, That, if the French perlilted in fettling, he fhould find himfelf under 
a neccllity of driving them off that iiiand, winch belonged to the King his mailer, 
by force. 

At the fame time our minifter at the court of Paris prefented a memorial, in which 
he fet forth the title the Crown of Great Britain had to this iiiand, and, confequently, 
the great injustice of the French King’s grant, which was very apparent from the follow¬ 
ing particulars in relation to the hiftory of this iiiand, in which both Englifh snd french 
writers agree. The Englifh fettled on the ifland of St. Lucia in 1639, and lived there 
near two years without any interruption or dilturbance; but in.iGio they were driven 
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off from the faid ifland, and the governor and moft of the inhabitants killed by the 
Caribbeans, and, as the Englilh fufpetted, by the mitigation and encouragement of 
the French ; which the French generals, Parquet and de Poincy, however, both difowned. 
Nor did the French at that time, or any other time, make any fore of pretenfion to the 
ifland. A tacit acknowledgement, undoubtedly, of the right of the Englilh. “ 

The civil wars in England breaking out, the Englilh negletted this fettlement-, and 
Monfieur du Parquet fent thirty or forty Frenchmen to take poffeflion of the ifland. 
The Sieur de Rouflelan governed here till 1694, and was fucceeded by De la Riviere, 
whom the Caribbeans killed with feveral of his men, and carried off his wife and two 
of his childrem He was fucceeded by Monf. le Breton, he by Monf. Agremont, who 
was alfo deftroyed by the Caribbeans. After this the Englilh made a treaty with the 
Caribbeans for the purchafing the ifland from them ; and in 1663, fent fourteen or 
fifteen hundred men on board of five men of war, who, being joined by fix hundred 
of the Caribbeans in feventeen canoes, came before the ifland in June 1664, which was 
delivered to them without refiltance, on condition that the French governor and gar- 
rifon in the fort, whiqh amounted only to fourteen men, Ihould be tranfported to Mar- 
tinico, with their cannon, arms and baggage. In 1666 the Englilh governor, Mr. 
Robert Cook, by reafon of the mortality of his people, want of neceffaries, &c. aban¬ 
doned the ifland, and fet fire to the fort; yet, two days afterwards, a bark arrived from 
Lord Willoughby, governor and captain-general of Barbadoes, and the other Englilh 
Caribbee iflands, to windward of Guardaloupa, with provifions, ammunition, and all 
neceffaries for the colony. In this deferted condition it remained thenceforward, but 
was always confidered as a part of the Britilh dominions. The interpofition of our 
minilter produced the defired effect, and the French defilted at that time from their 
fettlement. 

10. This attempt, however, fo much alarmed our court, that the Duke of Montague 
refolved, at a vaft expence, to fettle that ifland and St. Vincent, which was fo agreeable 
to theminillry and to his late Majefty, that by letters patent, dated the 2 2d of June, 
1722, both thofe iflands were granted to his Grace, that he might be encouraged to put 
fo generous and public-fpirited a defign in execution ; and for the further benefit and 
advantage of the new colonies which he was to fettle, the Duke wag alfo conftituted cap- 
tain-general of the iflands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent, which till that time were included 
in the commiflion, and remained under tfie government .of the governors of Barbadoes. 
His Grace having appointed Captain Uring his deputy governor, and provided feven 
Ihipsor veffels to carry over the,planters, with fuch provifions and neceffaries as were 
requifite to fettle colonies in thofe iflands, obtained of his Majefty the Winchelfea 
man of war, commanded by Captain Orme, to convojfc attend, and protect the 
planters. ■ 

Mr. Uring embarked onboard the Winchelfea, on the 10th of September 1722, and 
failing to Ireland to take in provifions, made it the 15th of December before he 
arrived at St. Lucia. Being come to an anchor in Pigeon Ifland Bay, a Barbadoes 
floop foon after arrived from Martinico, the mafter whereof communicated to Mr. Uring 
the copy of a mandate by the king of France, which he faid was publilhed by order of 
the French general in ail the churches of that ifland, and in all the towns by beat of 
drum; which contained in fubftance. That if the Englilh did not leave the ifland in the 
fpace of fifteen days, they were to be expelled by force of arms. The next morning 
Mr, Uring weighed from Pigeon Ifland Bay, and ftood for the harbour of Petite 
Careenage, which they found to be a very good one, and in it feveral places fit for 
careening Ihips, %lte«ed from every wind; in one of which, flaps of fixty guns and 
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upwards may careen very conveniently: the land is very hilly all round the harbour, 
and in moil places fteep, afcending from the water fide. At two in the afternoon we 
landed fifty men tagout down the trees and bufhes on the point that lay fit for a battery 
of guns to commaniFthe entrance of the harbour. The fame day he font Mr. Faulkner 
to Martinico, with letters from the Duke of Montague and the Admiralty, directed to 
Captain Charles Brown, commander of the Feverlham man of war, and Captain Brand, 
commander of the Hector ; who were then at Martinico; and acquainted them, that 
the Duke had appointed him deputy governor of St. Lucia and St. Vincent, and being 
come to fettle thofe iflands under the protection of the Winchelfea man of war, he 
defired that in purfuance of the orders they had received from the admiralty for that 
purpofc, they would join him as foon as poffible, being apprehenfive the governor of 
Martinico defigned to moled the colony. In the mean time he proceeded to land his 
people, guns, tools, planks and ftores, to fortify the harbour, and build a large houfe to 
lhelter the workmen. 

On the 2 2d of December Captain Brand and Captain Brown arrived from Martinico, 
with his Majefty’s (hips, the Heftor and Fever (bam, and foon after a French (loop, which 
brought a letter from the French general, to acquaint Mr. Uring that he had heard of 
his landing Englifh forces in the ifland of St. Lucia, and defired to know his intentions; 
and at the fame tune he received the following copy of the French king’s mandate, viz. 
A mandate of the King to the Sieur Chevalier de Feuquire, governor and lieutenant- 
general of the Windward Iflands in America. “ His Majefty having been informed 
that the King of England has given the iflands of St. Vincent, and St. Lucia, to the 
Duke of Montague, has nude his complaint of it to the court of England, and has 
alledged that neither the one nor the other of thefe iflands belong to that crown. The 
firft of them ought to remain to the Caribbees, according to conventions made with 
that people ; and the fecond does belong to France, who has been willing to fufpend 
the fettlement of that ifland or. the requeft of the King of England ; notwithftanding 
thofe reafons, his Majefty hath not been informed that there has not been any revoca¬ 
tion of this grant; on the contrary, he underftands that the Duke of Montague is 
repairing to fend and take pofTeffion of thofe iflands, and to tranfport numbers of 
families thither. This undertaking being contrary to the rights of his Majefty, his 
intention is, that in cafe the Englifh (hould take pofleffion of St. Lucia, and fettle 
there, the Sieur Chevalier de.Feuquire (hall fummon them to retire in fifteen days, 
in regard that ifland belongs to France ; and if they do not depart, he (hall compel 
them to it by force of arms. He (hall take care to charge forne of the wifeft and 
mod experienced of his officers with this expedition. His Majefty defires there (hould 
be as little effufion of bWtod as poffible, nor will he have any pillage made ; he only 
wifhes the Englifh would retire, and not poflfefs themfelves of a country which belongs 
to him. Done at Verfailles the 21ft of September 1722, figned, &c.” 

Upon reading the mandate, and the French governor’s letter, in which it was in- 
clofed, Mr.Uring fept to Captain Brand, and Captain Brown, to know if he might de¬ 
pend upon their affiftance if he was attacked by the French; but they would give him 
no pofitive anfwer, and foon after failed to Barbadoes; he alfo fent a letter to the 

g overnor of Martinico, to acquaint him that he had orders from the Duke of Montague, 
le lord proprietor, under his Britifh Majefty’s patent, to plant St. Lucia and defend it, 
but propofed fufpending all a&s of hoftility, till they could hear from their refpe&ive 
courts of Great Britain and France. Mr. Uring alfo thought fit to write to the prefi- 
dent of Barbadoes, that the governor of Martinico had threatened to drive the Englifh. 
vol. xxl 31 from 
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from the ifland, if they did not depart in fifteen days, and to defire his affiftance to 
fupport this part of his Majefty’s dominions. To which the prefident anfwered, That 
he was ready to give him all the affiftance in his power. .a. 

But the Captains Brown and Brand remained fo long abfent 'from St. Lucia, that 
the French had an opportunity of fending between two and three thoufand men from 
Martinico, and landing them on the iiland ; the captains of the men of war alfo re- 
fufed to give him affiftance, towards fortifying and defending the colony by land, and 
a great many of the planters falling fick, and other deferring over ro the French at the 
fame time, Mr. Uring had not fourfeore left to bear arms, which compelled him at 
length to come'to a treaty with the French general, the Marquis of Champigny ; and 
the following articles were concluded between them : Firft, That the Englifh fhould 
quit the ifland of St. Lucia within feven days, provided that the (hips of the Englifh 
nation fhould at all times have liberty to come into the ports of the faid ifland, and 
wood and water there, and ferve their other occafions, as the French alfo might. 
Secondly, That the Englifh colony fliould be at liberty to reimbark all their cannon, 
ftores, arms, baggage, and every thing belonging to them, without moleftation. 
Thirdly, That all deferters fliould be given up. And Laftly, That immediately after 
the Englifh had evacuated the ifland, the French forces alfo fliould evacuate it, and 
that the ifland fhould remain in the fame ftate it was till the conrroverlies between the- 
two crowns, relating to this ifland, were decided. In purluance of w hich agreement 
Mr. Uring embarked with his people, and failed to Antigua, fending the Winchelfea 
man of war, and Captain Braitlnvaito, in the Griffin floop, to take a view of the ifland 
of St. Vincent, and fee if it was practicable to make a fettlement there. In the mean¬ 
time a confiderable reinforcement arrived at Barbadoes, from the Duke of Montague, 
with ammunition and provifion, and orders to attempt a fetilcment upon St. Vincent, if 
the planters were driven from St. Lucia. 

11. In order to this he had inftructions, and a commiffion given him by Mr. Uring, 
which were perfect ly*w ell adjufted to the defigu upon which he w r as font; and in the 
meantime Governor Uring remained at Antigua, where he had all the civilities paid 
him, and all the fervices done him by the governor, and other perfons in authority* 
that he could either defire or expect; which, in feme meafurc mitigated his fharp fenfe 
of the misfortunes he had met with ; for he was both a capable and an honeft man ; 
one who had the fervice very much at heart, and who. ciiichargcd his duty fo punc¬ 
tually, even in this difaftrous undertaking, as to preferve his reputation, and to merit 
a kind reception from his generous malter the Duke of Montague, who was fo wife 
as to expert no more from a man than was in Ins power, and fo good as to com¬ 
mend and reward him who did that, though it was not attended with the happy 
confequences that might have been expected from it. This gentleman did not re¬ 
main long at Antigua before he was made fenfible that there was as little, or rather 
lefs hopes of making a fettlcment at St. Vincent, than he by experience hail found 
there was of fixing a colony on St. Lucia ; for Captain John Brjithwaite, returning 
from his unfuccefsful expedition, delivered to Governor Uring, in juftification of his 
own conduit, and for the fatisfacrion of his grace the Duke of Montague, the follow¬ 
ing account of the meafures he had taken for executing the commiffion granted to him, 
in order to fix a fettlement on his Majefty’s ifland of St. Vincent. This paper being 
equally curious and important, and alfo entirely hiftorical, we fhall give the reader an 
extrgft ©f it" in that gentleman’s own words. 

The 



or THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA, 

The Report of Captain John Braithwaite to Nathaniel Uring, Efq. 


+ 2 7 


-*c>’ 

you failed with h^Gracc’s^olony for^Antigu!? ’' 

in company with his Majdly’s {hip the Winchelfea l v’* Gnffiri floo P» 
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Indian huts, but as yet no Indians ntr ® 10 , r ?> an ^ faw feveral 

them, by roafon thcr’e waTnoELd To anchor Tn ”°T ““ d T *"* a »“ a <° 
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French, to thank me for my prefents, and to alk pardon forhis refilling me wood and? 
water, and allured me I might have what I pleafed; and they had orders' to tell' me, if 
I pleafed to go afhore again they were to remain hoftages for my civil treatment. I 
lent them on board the men of war; and with Capt. Watfon wefit alhore. Iwas well 
received, and conduced as before; but now 1 found the brother, the chief of the 
negroes, was arrived with five hundred negroes, moll armed with fuzees. They told 
my interpreter, they were fure we were come to force a fettlement, or elfe they Would 
not have: denied me what they never before had denied any Englifh, viz, wood and 
water; blit, if I thought fit, I might take what I pleafed under a guard. Finding 
them info good'a humour, I once more introduced the defire I had to entertain them 
on board our fhips, and with fome difficulty I prevailed with them, by leaving Captain 
Watfon affiore under their guard as a hoftage. I carried them on board the king’s 
fhip, where they were well entertained by Captain Orme, who gave the Indian general 
a fine fuzee of his own, and to the chief of the negroes fomething that pleafed him. 
Captain Or me affured them of the friendffiip of the King of England, &c. The negro- 
chief fpoke excellent French, and made anfwers with all the French compliments.. 
Afterwards I carried them on board the duke’s floop ; and after opening their hearts 
with wine, for they fcorned to drink rum, I thought it a good time to tell them my 
commiffion, and what brought me upon their coaft. They told me it was well I had 
not mentioned it on fliore, for their power could not have protected me ; that it was 
impoffible ; the Dutch had before attempted it, but were glad to retire. They like- 
wife told me, that two French floops had, the day before we came, been amongft them, 
and gave them arms and ammunition, and affured them of the whole force of Marti- 
nico for their protection againft us; they told them alfo, that they had driven us from 
St. Lucia; and that we were come now to endeavour a fettlement there ; and notwith- 
ftanding all our fpecious pretences, when we had power we fhould enflave them ; 
but they declared that they would truft no Europeans; that they owned themfelves 
under the protection of the French, but would as foon oppofe their fettling among 
them, or any aft of force from them, as us. They had lately given an example, by 
killing feveral ; and they further told me, it was by very large prefents the French evy 
got in their favour again, but they refolvcd never to put it in their power, or of any 
Europeans, to hurt them : they advifed me to think what they faid was an aft of friend- 
fttip. This being ail 1 could get from them, I dilrniffed them with fuch prefents as 
his grace ordered for that fervice, with a difeharge of cannon ; and received in return 
as regular vollies of finall ffiol as 1 ever heard. In the night the Winchelfea drove 
from her anchors, which as foon as I perceived, and had received Captain Watfon from 
the fhore, I got under fail and flood to the man of war. This is a faithful report of all I,, 
John Braithwaite, can recolleft.” 

12 . Mr. Uring having read the above report of Captain Braithwaite, he judged there 
was like to be little good done at St. Vincent, and the fecond fcheme on St. Lucia 
being laid afide, he determined to unload all the ftores, and difeharge the veffels, an4 
propofed to Lieutenant General Matthews, to do it at Antigua, which he faid he thought 
“could be done with more eafe and fecurity, and in much lefs time, and would lave, a 
great deal of charge and trouble, and lefs hazard than at St. Chriftopher’s; the lieute¬ 
nant-general anfwered, that in his houfc at St. Chriftopher’s was room enough to hold 
, all th^ duke’s ftores, and lhould coll his grace nothing; and, that as.he had the 
goveraSjgnfof that ifland, he had fuch an influence over the people, that the duke’s 
»lervoilM^buld. be more fecure there, and that he could better provide for the officers, 
'.thanJ^aitigifa'; and farther faid, that the feryants could be kept together in €hartos 
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Fort, where they might have an opportunity to difcipline them againft any new under¬ 
taking; and accordingly aiked leave of General Hart to difcipline them, which was 
granted. Mr; Urine taking notice of the advantages that the lieutenant-general pro- 
pofed, and feeingf|hfc fo very earned for the dores to be lodged at St. Chridopher’s* 
agreed to it, and accordingly ordered them down thither, during their attending the 
Griffin’s return from her errand to St. Vincent and Martinico. 

Mr. Uring frequently vifited the tranfports, to fee things were in good order ; Lieu¬ 
tenant. General Matthews went in the Charles and Freemafon, to St. Chridopher’s, 
with them : and as foon as they arrived at that ifland, he, in concert with Mr. Uring, 
cantoned the officers in feveral places, as there was conveniency, and they were ordered 
to their refpettive quarters. They had now four veil'els to unload at the fame time, 
mid at a confiderable didance, and a difficult way to carry the dores to the dore-houfes. 
Mr. Uring ordered l’uch a number of fervants aihore from the veffels, as he thought 
ufeful for carrying up the dores; and officers were appointed at different places in the 
avenues, to keep the people from running into the country; but notwithdanding all the 
care they could take, great part of them were gone by night. He ordered more aihore 
next day, and continued landing the dores. cannon, arms, ammunition, &c. and as 
the calks very often came to pieces in getting up to the dore-houfes, Mr. Uring, for the 
mod part, dood by till they were repaired, and was, at lead, thirty times a day from 
the landing-place to the dore-houfes, in order to prevent any embezzlement, and tt» 
haden the work. The officers thinking the work too hard for them all day, though 
they generally dood in one place, Mr. Uring divided them, the one half to attend in* 
the morning, and the other in the afternoon; though he was obliged to attend the 
whole day, in order to preferve the dores, which he hoped was in a good meafure 
done; the goods landing from fo many veffels at one and the fame time, fo many forts; 
loofe, as well as in calks, made it no eafy matter to keep an exad account. 

The whole care of every thing, as well as the dores, was upon Mr. Uring. How¬ 
ever, the goods were landed and dored, anti after the Ihips were unloaded, he fearched 
every Ihip by warrant, to fee if there remained any thing belonging to the Duke of 
^'Iontague on board them, which the maders faid there did not ; feveral provifions 
were found on board the Charles and Freemafon, which were put aihore. When every 
tiling was landed out of the feveral Ihips, his next care was to put them in good order ; 
many of the calks being broken, they would not hold the weight in them, therefore 
they darted them into other found calks and dielis, which w r ere made for that ufe. 
He alfo caufed all the provifions to bq turned out of the dore-houfes and looked over, 
and fuch as were in calks, or wanted pickle, were put into better, and new pickled ; 
and he directed the word to be fird uled. He fitted u^> a fmith’s Ihop, kept the 
finiths and armourers at work, and cleaning the arms. The men w ere diiciplined, fo 
that they could do their exercife very well, and made as regular fires as the king’s 
troops. 

v Mr. Uring paid off feveral of the feamen belonging to the Griffin Hoop, to eafe the 
charge, and ordered fuch fervants on board her as were feamen, and as many more as 
he dared trud. By that time they had put things into tolerable order, the Hopewell 
arrived, with about ninety fervants and leveral officers, a great quantity? of provifions,. 
with cannon,, ammunition, and warlike dores, which were alfo landed under the care 
of Mr. Uring, who had letters by this Ihip from the Duke of Montague; which 
informed him that his grace was in treaty for five hundred Englifli families,, and five 
hundred Irilh, which he intended to tranfport to St. Lucia as foon as poffible, The 
Hopewell brought from Barbadoes a number of live fheep,,which had been carried; 

' jhither 
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thither by the Leopard, “which was arrived at that ifland, laden with boards, plank, 
and frames of houfcs, For the ufe of the colony. 

When Lieutenant General Matthews returned to Antigua, be left Mr. Uring his 
houfe to live in, where was room for moft of the officers. He font then to acquaint 
them, .that he had conveniency for them, and defigned to keep a table for their enter¬ 
tainment, confidering it would be much more convenient and lefs charge to his grace, 
for them to keep together, than be feparated. All the fervants that were not lent to 
the planters were lodged in the out-houfes, and due care was taken both of the fick 
and the well, to have their provifions at proper times, and well ordered. Mf. Uring 
feldom went to dinner before he law all the lick provided, and well ierved with frefh 
meat and broth, which was for the moft part four times a week, and rhofe that were 
fick, every day. The lame, though there were a great many of them, he drafted him- 
felffor feveral days, when he had no furgeon. The fervants were all well fupplied out 
of the duke’s ftores, with clothing and neceflaries, though they often ftrayed about the 
country and fold them, and then complained to the planters that they were naked; for 
which they were punifhed and again fupplied. He frequently fent out the ferjeants with 
parties, to bring in the ftragglers, and had no little trouble to keep them in a tolerable 
decorum; he alfo put up advertilements at all the port towns, to warn the mailers of 
fhips from entertaining or carrying any of them off the ifland ; and in the beginning 
of May fent Captain King in the Griffin floop to Barbadoes, to bring down the run¬ 
aways from thence, and fuch letters as were lodged there from the Duke of Montague 
for him ; and after her return he ordered Captain Watfon to careen her, in doing of 
which fhe fonk. 

Mr. Uring having notice thereof, went to fee her condition, and hired two Hoops to 
weigh her, and the Griffin was made again fit for the Tea. Mr. Uring having been 
informed that many of his grace’s fervants had made their efcape to St.Euftatia, he 
wrote feveral letters to the governor of that ifland, by officers of the duke’s, which 
were font for that purpofo, to acquaint him therewith, and to defire him to focure them, 
that they might be returned to St. Chriftopher’s, and accordingly two men were brought 
back from thence. He had ordered the Griffin floop to Antigua, to lie there during 
the hurricane months; when he had a letter, from Lieutenant General Matthews, 
which advifod him that the Duke of Montague had impowered him to have the foie 
difpofal of all his affairs in the Weft Indies, and fent him a copy thereof. Mr. Uring 
then obferved his direction, until his grace had wholly laid afide the thoughts of any 
new fottlement; and had given him orders to deliver up every thing belonging to him, 
into the hands of the Lieutenant General, to whom his grace had given direction to 
difeharge all, and pay them their falaries to that time, with an allowance for their paf- 
lages for England. After Mr. Uring had delivered up all ftores, arms, cannon, &c. 
to the agent of Lieutenant General Matthews, he went up to Antigua, to finifh his 
affairs with him, and from thence to Barbadoes, where he was received very kindly by 
Mr. Worfley. He ftaid a week at that ifland, and then returned to,Antigua, and frora 
thence to St. Chriftopher’s, where he took a palfage for England, and arrived at Dover 
the a 8th of May 1724. 

Thus we have given a large and circumftantial account of this expedition, from the 
beginning to the end of it, from the authentic papers of the two gentlemen chiefly con¬ 
cerned in it, and very frequently in their own words. From whence it appears, that it 
was in aH reibe&s the greateft and moft expenfive fcheme that was ever undertake by 
A fubjeft of this crown, or of any other j for befides the fhips, naval and military ftores, 
ca^onj fmall arms, 4ccf he maintained four hundred and twenty-fiv* fervants for a 
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year and a half, befides eighty-five tradefmen and artificers of feveral forts, who had 
from twenty to thirty pounds a-year wages; and upwards of fifty officers, with falaries 
from fifty to four hundred pounds a-year, all duly paid, and. themfelves victualled in 
a very dear part of the world, during the greateft part of the time. The computing, 
therefore, of the Duke of Montague’s expence at forty thoufand pounds is rather, under 
than over doing the bufinefs; and nothing can induce us to fufped the largenefs of the 
fum but the very fingular circumftance that attends it, of its coming out of a private 
purfe for the public lervice. This, indeed, and the time at which this expedition was 
undertaken, renders it almoft incredible; but whoever confiders that in feaf&fis of the 
greateft corruption (as furelv that of the South-oca, and the bubbles.that attended it, 
was here) Providence ufually raifes up fome extraordinary inflances of a contrary ipirit, 
fuch as Phocion in the decline of the Athenian commonwealth, and the younger Cato 
when the Roman republic was on the point of ruin, will the more readily credit this, 
and admire it the more. 1 lliould infill farther upon this noble and memorable exam¬ 
ple but for two reafons; the frit is, that as the il'.ultrious perfon to whom it relates is 
living, amongll the many inflances of freedom of fpecch that may be met with in this 
work, I fliould be afhamed to mix any thing that might be fuipeded of flattery. The 
fecond reafon is, that the virtues of the duke are lb well known, and fo univcrfally 
confeflixl, that I could do no honour to any but myfelf, by endeavouring to cele¬ 
brate them. 

But though I am willing to decline a talk to which I confefs myfelf unequal, I ffiall 
not be afraid of obferving that this is the only proper rime of reviving our claim to thofe 
iflands, at leaf! to that of St. Lucia, to which our title is unqueflionable. If we were 
not the firft difeoverers, we were at leafl the firll planters of that ifland, and befides 
the title which this gives us, we have another, a'nd perhaps a better, viz. that of pur- 
chafe from tile natives, and original inhabitants of it. The French, it is true, have 
alio fettled upon that ifland, but as intruders only, and as fuch were obliged to quit it, 
in the reign of King Charles II. fince which our rights to that ifland have been con¬ 
firmed by treaties. But their lall quitting it, in 1719, is the flrongefl and cleared 
proof of all. For had they not been fenfiblt of their having no juft pretenfions to St. 
Lucia, it is impolitic to fuppofe that men who fo vigoroufly exerted themfelves to 
prevent our eflablifhment, would fo tamely have given up their own. What their 
motives might be to fo flrange.a condutt, in the coiopals of fo Ihort a time, I fhall not 
pretend to guefs, but this 1 may fafely and honeltly fay, that no change in their con- 
dud: could poflibly create a change in their title or ours : if our right in 1719 was cer¬ 
tain, it mult have been as certain in 1722, and if certain then, it mud be fo dill; 
which gives us a fair demand to have this right of ours acknowledged by the next 
treaty of peace, that can never be concluded on good terms for this nation, if while we 
druggie to make France do judice to others, we fuller her to perfid in ads of injudice 
to ourfelves. We lee very clearly, that the general expreflions contained in former 
treaties avails nothing againd France in a time of full peace, and therefore common 
f’enfe teaches us, and a due concern for the good of our country requires, that we Ihould 
have judice done us on this head before the conclufiou of the prefent war, becaufe unlefs 
it be done now, pall experience fhews us that we can never exped it for the future; 
that we may very rationally hope for it now, appears to every man of tolerable undcr- 
danding, who refleds that France, in this refped, gives us nothing of which (he is in 
ppjfdfcon, or to which, in her own opinion, (he has any jud title; fo thasi tcn r efufe it 
when Ihe pretends to be in a pacific temper, mud be a plain proof that flie diflembles 
and then it would bemadnefs to trud her. 
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There is, however, one particular in relation to this affair that ought to be difcuflSj 
before we leave it, which is, what proceedings have fince happened between the two 
crowns in, relation to this ifland, after the expedition before mentioned; and as to thefe, 
I have received two remafkable papers while this was printing. Which I fliall give the 
readeummediately. In the mean time it is requifite to obferve, that his prcfent majefty 
Sing (Beerge II. having conftituted and appointed Henry Worfley, Efq. governor and 
commander in chief of this ifland, as all his predeceffors had been, who were governors 
of Barbadoes, he was gracioufly plcafed to fend him the following inftru&ion, in 
reference to the difputes that had happened about it. 

“ GEORGE R. 

“ Trufty and well beloved, we greet you well: Whereas the French for fome ydars 
have claimed the ifland of St. Lucia, and do infill that the right to the iflands of St. Vin¬ 
cent and St. Dominica, under your government, is in the Caribbeeans, now inhabiting 
the fame, although we have an undoubted right to all the faid iflands; yet we have 
thought fit to agree with the French court, that until our right be determined the faid 
iflands lhall be entirely evacuated by both nations. It is therefore our will and pieafure, 
and you are accordingly to fignify the fame to fuch of our fubje&s as lhall be found 
inhabiting any of our faid iflands, that they do forthwith quit the fame until the right 
lhall be determined, a* aforefaid; and that they do comply with this our order within 
thirty days from the publication hereof in each of the faid iflands refpe&ively, under 
pain of our bighefl difpleafure; and you are to ufe your bell endeavours that no fliips 
of our fubiefts, or of any other nation, do frequent the faid iflands during the time 
aforefaid,'except coming for wood or water. Bur it is our w ill and pieafure, that you 
< 3 o not execute this our order until the French governor of Martinico fliall have received 
the like direftion from the French court, and lhall, jointly with you, put the fame in 
execution without any exception. And you are hereby further ordered to tranfmit to 
us, by the firlt opportunity, a full account of your proceedings, as likewife of thofe of 
the French in this behalf, taking care by all opportunities to inform yourfelf whether 
our fubjects, and thofe of the French king, do comply punctually with the true intent 
and meaning of this agreement, until fuch time as the right to the/aid iflands lhall be 
jibfolutely determined as aforefaid. And for your fo doing this lhall be your warrant. 
And fo we bid you farewell. Given at our court at St. James’s, the 30th day of 
November, in the fouith year of our reign, by his majefty’s command. 

“ Holies Ncwcajlle 

• 

It appears plainly from this inftruction, and it will appear Hill more clearly from the 
French king’s letter upon this head, that the two courts had come to an agreement 
about this matter, that is, about the immediate fettlement, not as to their rights; for 
our king declares fully and plainly, that he looked upon his to be wholly unimpeached 
by this difpute; and fo to be fure it was, and is. But let us fee the inftru&ions from 
France, which are referred to in the foregoing paper, which were conceived in the 
, words following: ' • 

The French king’s letter or mandate, to the governor of Martinico, dated Decem* 

ber 26, 1730. 

“ Monfieur Re Chatnpigny, 

** The Englilh have, for fome time pad, laid pretenfions to the ifland of St. ^icia, 
which Ufelongs to me, and to which I have an inconteftable right. The fame preten- 
-ftons they haye laid to the iflands of St. Vincent and St* Dominico, laid to brfoiif to 
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the Caribbeeans, natives of the country, according to the treaty of the 31ft of March 
1660} and in the poffeflion of which it is my intention to fupport them. I have, 
neverthelefs, agreed with the court of England, that until thefe pretenfions (hall be ' 
determined, the faid iflands Until be evacuated by both nations. And this is to acquaint 
you, that it is my pleafure, that you make it known, Ac.” As in the former. 

Upon thefe papers 1 (hall make but one remark, which is, that they clearly unra¬ 
velled and expofed the true intention and defign, and, indeed, the whole workings 
and policy of the court of France. There were many who faw and faid this at tile 
time, but thought it indecent and improper to publifh lb much, when our court had 
confented to accept of this expedient. But now that reafon is removed, and we are at 
full liberty to fay whatever can be laid with truth upon this fubjed; I cannot avoid 
doing fo, and lhall difpatch it jn very few words. The French had not, in their own 
opinion, any title to the ifland of St. Lucia, but what arofe from expediency. They 
faw it lay near them, and they very well knew the confequcnces that would follow from 
its being fettled by the Englilh, and this, more than any advantages they expected 
from it, put them upon the attempt to fettle it. 

The reader may poffibly imagine, that I only aflert this, but the fad is otherwife ; 

I can really prove it. The French writers on geography and trade, nay the French 
politicians, never dreamed of any fuch tiling, as appears from the books; and the 
famous Mr. Savary, in his Didionary of Commerce, tells us plainly, that the French 
polfefs or claim ten of the Caribbec iflands, eight entirely, and two in conjunction with 
the Dutch ; all of which he names, but does not include St. Lucia; which fhews that 
fuch people in France, as mull loonell have heard of this claim, if they had any, knew 
nothing about it. When 1 fay that this fetllement was made to prevent our gaining the 
ifland, rather than from any great hopes of profit, I mean, that thefe were the motives 
of the French miniftry, bccaufe they had been long of opinion, that Ilifpaniola, or 
St. Domingo, ought to be the great objed of their concern in thofe parts of the world, 
for many reafons, which will fall properly in another place. All, therefore, that they 
defired, with refped to the iflands, was to prevent our fettling upon them, which, 
befides an immediate lofs, might prejudice their future views; and therefore they were 
willing to take pofreflion of St. Lucia as an out-work. If they kept it, it was well, but 
if they kept it only from us it was better; and this was the true reafon of their propofmg 
the expedient contained in the foregoing papers, which adually anfwered their ends 
better than if the ifland had been absolutely yielded to them by us. 

But if the fituation of affairs in Europe fifteen years ago was fuch, as made it rea- 
fonable for us to fufpend our right, which I lay down as a fuppofition, but am far from 
aflerting as a fad; the face of affairs is fince changed, and gives us now the faireft 
opportunity to ellablilh that right; if the war continues we may, and we ought to do 
it by force ; and whenever there comes a peace, the French can aflign no colour or 
pretence whatever, againftthe confirming that right, by renouncing their unjuft and 
ill-founded claim, jto the preventing our fettling on it. If they took advantage of a paft 
conjundure, when it was not convenient for us to break with them, it is our bufinefs, 
as I hinted before, to take the benefit of the prefent conjundure; when, without quef- 
tion, it is the intereft, and will be confequently the bufinefs, of France to deny us 
nothing of this kind, if we inlift upon it, that is to lay, if,we fhew we have it at heart; 
and that we are determined to exert our naval power, and to employ our negociations 
forlhe fervice of our own country, for the promoting our trade, fecuritfg bt.r naviga¬ 
tion, and attending our intereft in the Weft Indies. , 
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But the qu eft ion may be afked, what is the real value and importance of the thing* 5 ’ 
for which you would have us contend ? What is this St. Lucia worth? What can be 
'made of it ? Why fliould we trouble ourfelves about it. In anfwer to this, I can only 
fay in few Words, that it has been computed, that the product and commerce of this 
illand might, m a few years, be brought to yield Great Britain an annual rent of two 
hundred thouiand pounds; but to fhew the pollibility or rather the probability, if not the 
certainty of this calculation, I Avail give the reader Captain Uring’s defeription of this 
illand, who went thither on purpc.fe to fettle it ; who was a man of great underftanding 
in matters of this nature, and whofe honefty was as little queftioned as his capacity; fo that 
I cannot difeern apy objection that can be reafonably made to his account, which is alfo 
remarkably plain and fuccinct, and with which, as to this fubject, I (hall conclude. 

“ St. Lucia is about twenty-two miles in length, and eleven broad; the greateft 
part of it very good land, and in many places hilly, and irtany very rich valleys very well 
watered with fine rivers all through the illand, which makes it exceedingly pleafant 
and delightful, and it mull be very healthful by its being fo narrow ; and the hills 
being not fo high to intercept the continual trade-winds, that always fan it from the 
eaftward, whereby the heat of the climate is mitigated, and made rather agreeable than 
troublefome. The variety of fituations that it affords by the hill-, and vales, makes it 
both convenient and delightful, as well as the plealantnefs of the nrofpects ; and it is 
full of all trees, amonglt which are great quantities of good timber, lit for building 
houfes and windmills; from whence both Barbndoes and Martinico ' have been 
fumifhed with very great quantities, and are Hill ; the cacao or chocolate nuts grows 
here very well, and there grows alfo a great deal of fuftic, and there is abundance of 
wild fowl. It lies weft-north-weft from the ifland of Barbadoes, about twenty-four 
leagues ; fouth from Martinico about feven leagues ; and the fame diltance north by 
eaft from St. Vincent; and hath feveral good bays, and excellent harbours for Ihips 
to anchor in ; one of which is the Petite Careenage, where we defigned the firlt 
fettlement. This harbour is on the north-weft part of the illand, and is much the lined 
and molt convenient in all the Caribbee Iflands; great numbers of Ihips may be there 
fafe in all kinds of weather, and it is very commodious for careening Ihips of war and 
other veflels. If this illand had been fettled, as was intended by his grace the Duke of 
Montague, proper forts built, and garrifons placed therein, for the protection and 
defence thereof, it would have been of the greateft importance for the fecuring the 
Leeward Iflands, and even Barbadoes, from being invaded by France in time of war 
for no armament can be made, ricy any expedition carried on by the French at Mar¬ 
tinico, againftany ofthofe colonics, but mult be known at Sr. Lucia, almoft as f’oon as 
the defign is formed, by the nearnels of its neighbourhood to that ifland ; from whence, 
lSfewife Barbadoes and the Leeward Iflands might have notice to provide for their 
better defence. If St. Lucia were well inhabited by the Engiifh, the people of Mar¬ 
tinico would know their intereft better than to enter upon any expedition againft 
Barbadoes or the Leeward Iflands, when they had an enemy fo near them ; for they 
muff needs confider, if their men were lent oft’ that ifland to invade the Leeward; 
Ifiands, the Barbadians would join the people of St. Lucia, and fall upon Martinico id 
the abfence of their men; which would endanger the lofs of that ifland, or at" leaf! 
the plunder or fpoiling of it; and would be more damage to them than any benefit 
they Can propofe to themfelves, by invading the Leeward Iflands, and fo the fame if 
their defjgn is againft Barbadoes; the Leeward Iflands people joining thefe of' St. 
Lucia, Martinico will be in the fame danger, and by that means out plantations in thofe 
farts will^te entirely fecqrcd by the polleffion of St. Lucia, and it will alfo be in the 
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*power of the Englifh to difturb the French, and not in the power of the French to hurt 
the Englifh. But if both nations fhould fit flill without hurting each other, yet 
St. Lucia will be of the grcateft advantage to Great Britain, if it were appointed the' 
place of rendezvous for his Majcily’s (hips of war; from whence they might con** 
tinually relieve each other, if need were, and keep always cruizing on the French, that 
they could not be able to have a vefTel go in or out of their harbour, but what might 
be intercepted by the king’s flips, and fo the trade of our plantations would thereby 
become feeured, and the Martinican;; would have no reafon to boaft as they did in the 
late war, that they maintained their iHands chiefly by privateering oil the Englifh, which 
is too well known to the merchants that have been traders to thofe parts. But in cafe 
St. I.ucia was fettled, and proper meafures purfued, it would entirely prevent fuch 
inifchiefs for the future, and the Englifh would foon grow too powerful for the French, 
who at prefent have greatly the advantage of the Englifh ; and the Leeward Iflands 
are in the grcatdl danger, in cafe of a war with France, of being invaded, which the 
Englifh planters are moil fenfible of, and it is what the wifeft of them apprehend 
every day.” 

1,3. 'i’iie remarks that have been already made in the courfe of this feclion, upon 
the leveral fubjecls to which it relates, make it unneceffary for me to detain the reader 
very long with obfervations at the clofe. But, however, fome things are both fit and 
rcquii'ite to be laid here, for the information of my readers in generdl; and for remind¬ 
ing thole in particular who have it in their power to be ufeful to the colonies. It is 
certain, that from the very rime Sir Walter Raleigh, the father of our Englifh 
colonies, and his ailociates tirfl projected thofe eflabliihments, there have been many 
who have either found an interofl, or took a pleafure, in mifreprefenting or leffening 
the value of them. When the intention of improving thefe diffant countries, and the 
advantages that were hoped for from it, were firit let forth, there were fome who treated 
them not only as chimerical, but as dangerous ; they Laid that it was very uncertain 
whether we might meet with fuccefr, and if we did, it might difpeople the nation. 
Thefe, and many other objections, flawing partly from a narrownefs of underftanding, 
but 1 am afraid chiefly from a narrownefs of heart, have been difproved by experience, 
which has (hewn that what was then propofed was practicable in itfelf, profitable in its 
confequcnceu, and attended with none of thofe mifehiefs that thefe timorous or ill in- 
tentioned people either apprehended or feemed to apprehend. 

The difficulties which attended, and which will always attend fettlements at the 
beginning, proved a new caufe of clamour ; and many fpitelul things were faid about the 
facrificing fo many Engliflnnen, to the obftinate deiire of fixing colonies in countries, 
which at that time did not produce any great advantages. But by degrees, as thefe 
difficulties were overcome thofe complaints likewilc ciaied, and we heard no mope of 
thefe pretended hardfhips ; which, in reality, were no other than the lending iuch, as 
from the perverfenefs of their own difpofitions were capable only of doing mifehief 
, here; fuch as the feverity of their creditors would have deftined to perpetual im- 
prifonmciit ; and ‘fuch as, either from lazinefs or indigence, would have perifhed in 
■our flreels, to be ufeful to thcmfelves and to the community in the colonies. 

But when thefe complaints ceafed, others rofo in their flead; and when it could be 
no longer faid that the colonies were itlelefs, it was alledged that they were not ufeful 
enough 19 their mother country ; that while we were loaded with taxes, they were ab¬ 
solutely free, and that the planters lived like princes, while the inhabitants of Great 
Britain laboured hard for a tolerable fubfiftence. This produced cuftoms and nnpofitions 
upon all plantation, commodities, which if they are grievous to the inhabitants of the 
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plantations, mull turn to our difadvantage as well as theirs, and confequently become 
a great prejudice to both. At prefent there is a vail change in the lace of affairs in 
' thefe parts of the world, which has confequently produced a change in the notions and 
fentiments of thofepwho are fettled there, and ought likewife to produce a change in 
our conduct. The principal point in this change is, the furprizing growth of the 
French power in America, from whence we have had many warnings given us, which 
certainly were not received with I'o much attention as they ought to have been. " If we 
had confidered, that in the reign of king Charles II. when France had very little trade, 
and her colonies were of no great conlequence, flic was almod a match for all Europe 
beiide, and that too when the maritime powers were in their mod flourifhing condition ; 
we might have eaiily forefeen to what a height her power would incre: fe with the help 
of colonies and commerce ; but either we did not forefee it, or we fulfered ourfelveaA 
be fo much taken up with nearer objects, that we did not fudiciently provide again ftlm 
evil, which of all others we ought mod to apprehend. 

The very thing that has hitherto hindered 11s from conceiving as we ought to do of 
our danger in this refpcCt, would have convinced us molt fully, if we had viewed it on 
the right fide, and real’oned upon it as became us. If we find that in conjunction, with 
the greated powers upon the continent, we have not been able for fifty years pad, to fet 
any bounds to the ambition of France in Europe, what limits are we like to let to her 
power America, \fhen it comes to bear any proportion there, to what die has attained 
here, and towards which, as we fee Ihe has already made large drides ? 

It may be anfwered, that at prefent flic is very far from being equal to us in drength in 
that part of the world ; that the colonies are very apt to think theinfelves in danger, 
long before they are fo ; and that if their fears were really fo great as they would fome- 
times reprefent them, as they have a force fudicient, it is lcarce to be doubted that 
they would at length find a will to help and relieve theinfelves. We may anl’wcr to 
this, that if the French had a power in America, in any degree approaching ours, our 
care might probably come too late, efpecially confidering the great change that has 
happened there, where, indead of having all the world for allies, we have hardly fo much 
as a friend in appearance, the Spaniards being become friends to France, and the Dutch 
having neither force, nor perhaps inclination to aflid us. The nature of their govern* 
ment alfo, though it makes their fubjeds lefs happy, makes their colonics more for¬ 
midable, and enables the prince to protect them more ell'ectually, and to grant them from 
time to time greater encouragements ; fo that we need not wonder they have overcome 
fo many difficulties, or that the tr .de of die French illands fhould be fo much more con- 
fiderable now than it was at the peace of Utrecht. We may be likewife fure of this, that 
the more their trade mcreafes, the more it will be encouraged; becaufe the French 
mifiiftry pay a particular regard thereto ; and as we have already fhewn in our hiftory 
of the Ead India Company, they are never wanting to fuch as are not wanting to them- 
felves; but from the great principle of promoting the grandeur of France, yield all the 
^pdance they can to what they vifibly perceive will increafe the wealth and augment 
the naval power of the kingdom. ' 

, As to the apprehenfions of the colonies, time has fhewn they are but too well founded; 
out fettlements upon the continent are in a manner furrounded by them ; the cojrref- 
pondence between Canada and Louvifiana is in fome meafure fettled ; and, though a 
great length of time may be neceffary to perfect the defigns they may have formed on 
that fide, vet if we do not interpofe, as indeed we might eafily do, they will be fame 
time or otner perfe&ed, and then we Ihall find our circumftances very uneafy. This <0 
every man who jpH but turn his thoughts upon the fubjeft, mult appear very plain and 
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♦ery certain ; we fliould not therefore wonder that thofe who both fee and feel it, exprefe 
themfelves with fome warmth upon this topic: and at the worft, our colonies had better 
alarm us too foon than dumber themfelves, and fuffer us to dumber'till it is too late. ' 
The French have already a great power in the iflands, and if ever they {hould become 
entirely mailers of Hifpaniola, which we know not how foon they may, the effetts 
would be fatal to us. We have, at prefent, no idea of the importance of that ifland, or 
at lea'll no adequate idea of it; becaule the Spaniards, who are poflefled of the greateft 
part of it, either from their lazinefs or their weaknefs, make no ufe of it; but we 
{hould find it quite otherwife if the whole was in the French hands; and therefore 
among!! all our guarantees, it would be very right to have a general ^guarantee for the 
Spanifh dominions in the Weft Indies. 

MfeLsto our colonies helping themfelves, there is no doubt they do fo, or their fituarion 
VTOuld be very bad. We hear daily of great things done by their privateers, but 
our fquadrons perform very little; and whoever compares the exploits done by the 
Buccaneers, who were but Welt Indian privateers, with what has been done by regular 
naval force, would Farce believe they were of the fame nation : men of war in their 
ports, and commodores and captains on ftior", do our colonies very little fervice; for 
they neither protect our own trade, nor diftrefs that of the enemy ; fo that whatever 
expence this may create to us we ought not to charge it upon them. If any expedition 
is concerted here, we find the people in Jamaica and the Leeward Iflands, ready'enough 
to expend both their treafure and their blood in the execution of it; and in cafe of 
mifearriages, we have feldom had reafon to lay the blame at their doors. As to the 
northern colonies, we have known them do fome, and attempt many great things; fo 
that it is barbarous to accuie them of being wanting to themfelves. 

The truth is, we want a proper military force in America; and I have often 
wondered that fome wav was not contrived to fend our half-pay officers thither; I do 
not mean to fend them thither upon half pay; but to take fuch meafures as that they 
fhould have whole-pay, one half from home, and the other raifed there. We might 
likewife make it worth the attention of our invalids, both loldiers and feumen, who, if 
they have common l'enfe, would like a comfortable eftablilhment in New York, Pen- 
fylvania, or Virginia, with their wives and families, full as well as an apartment in any 
college, or being cooped up in our garrilbns, or in the Scillv Iflands. It by thefe, or by 
anv other methods, we could cftabiifli a regular military force, and even in time of 
peace keep the men fome way or other in action and discipline, our colonies would be a 
match or overmatch for the Fr|pch, as experience fliews from the colony of Georgia, 
where we have been always a match, and once an over-match for the Spaniards, by 
mere dint of military dilcipline, though we had but a very handful of people. 

Thefe are things that demand immediate and general conhderation. Our colonies 
were always of great confequence, but they are now of the greateft confequence to the 
nation ; for at leaft one half of our commerce depends upon them, as the whole of our 
»llrength and happinefs depends upon it: our wealth produces liberty, and our wealth 
■ was produced by trade, whatever leflens that will therefore effect thefe, and if evef it 
{hould be taken away, we mult certainly feel what we felt before, poverty and 
arbitrary power. The wifeft ufe therefore that we can make of wealth while we have 
it is to iecure its fources, by employing our fleet in that part of the world where their 
fuccefs myft be attended with certain and immediate advantages : for diftrelling the 
trade of the French mull benefit ours. In King William’s war we had Spain for an 
ally, and therefore we could not then take any advantage from her weaknels. In the 
next general war we were neither her friend nor foe; we die! her fome hurt, and ouf- 
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felves no good. But the French have been gainers by both wars; they had plundered 
the Spaniards in the firft as open enemies; they ftripped them of their money in the 
laft by being pretended friends. In the prefent war we have done pretty well, and the 
French have perhaps been no great gainers by their friendfhip with Spain. This 
ought to teatfh us the wifdom of living with that nation always either upon the belt 
terms ©rthe worft ; as cordial allies or as open enemies ; for whenever we are between 
both of thefe we are lure to be the fullcrcrs, and the French and Dutch run away 
with all. 

It is our bufinefs therefore to continue always armed in this part of the world, where 
we have a fuperior force, and where we fhould be ever ready to exert ir, not againft 
innocent and ino lien five neighbours, but agaimi. falfe friends and treacherous allies. If 
our legal trade with the Spanilh Wed Indies were restored we ought to make iUHu* 
bufinefs to fee that it be a legal trade ; for it is certain that the nation neither gctsRR- 
lofes, while the fame quantity of goods are tlifpofed of I'.y different hands ; we ought 
therefore to convince the crown of Spain, that we can treat, and mean to treat them well; 
and at the fame time, we fhould fliew them, that as it is not their interelf to treat us ill, 
fo it is not our nature to bear it; illicit trade and conventions may do well cnoughJbr a 
feeble republic, but are beneath a powerful kingdom; that, as it owe; its power to, 
ought to be always able and willing to protect its trade. Such are the fentiments 
which ought to ihfpire the breads of Britilh llatefmen. The red of the world are 
convinced that we have not the talents of negotiation; we ought therefore to con¬ 
vince them, that we do not Hand in need of inch talents; but that v/lf can do our 
bufinefs without them. The Dutch, whatever language; they may uie in Europe, have 
have always talked in this tone in the Ealt Indies, and we ought to ufe it in the Weft ; 
while our power is great there, we fhould exert and iiicrcaie it; when once it begins 
to decline, advice will come too late, and therefore no man can be blamed forgiving it 
in time, whether it be followed or not. It is the privilege of every freeman to l'peak 
and write for the fervice of his country, and the privilege only of a few to ad ; but if 
the former excite, and the latter will perform, nothing is clearer, than that our country 
muff be ferved ; which, in this world is the worthieft end of men, and therefore wliat 
we fhould all purfue. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE HISTORY OF THE RISE, PROGRESS, AND PRESENT STATE OF THE 

COLONY OF GEORGIA ; 

WITH THE ATTEMPT MADE UPON IT BY THE SPANIARDS, AND THEIR 

TOTAL DEFEAT. 

INTERSPERSED WITH ORIGINAL PAPERS. 

in introductory Account of the Motives winch gave Rife to this Deftgn of fettling to 
■k South of Carolina, and the Nature of the Colony propofed. —2. A large Ext raft of 
the Charter granted by his prej'ent Majefy, for incorporating the Trujlccs, and en¬ 
abling th-'m to earn their Dr/rgn into Execution. —3. The Refolution taken by the 
Trujices when incorporated, for fccuring Ejlatcs in Lands 1o the original Planters and 
their Heirs Male , and for the perpetual Exchfon of Negroes .— 4. The jirjl Colony 
font over under the Dir Alien of James Oglethorpe , Efj. the Town of Savannah laid 
out, and the firjl Treaty with the Creek Indians. —5. The Return of Mr. Oglethorpe 
to England in 1734, and his bringing with him To/nochi chi and other Indians ; the 
Afts prepared by the Tnjlecs for the Government of Georgia, approved by the Lords 
of Trade add Plantations, and ratified by his Majijly. — 6. The great Embarkation in 
the 1 ear 1735, on the extraordinary Grant of Twenty five t hoi find Pounds by Parlia¬ 
ment, grounded upon a Memorial from South Carolina; with a Copy of that Memorial . 
—7. The IT/lory of the Colony farther continued, together with an Account of the 
Improvement made therein, and Jndulgencies granted to the Planters by the Trujlccs.-— ; 
8. The fame Subject purfued to the Tear 174 o, and a View of the Number of People 
f nt over by the Trujlccs, from the Time their Charter was granted to the Clofe of that 
‘Tear. —Q. A Project of the Country of Georgia as it is now fettled, the Number, 
Situation, and Importance of the Towns, Torts , life, creeled there-, with various other 
Particulars. —10, The Condition of the People in this Colony on the breaking out of the 
i PI Hr with Spain, and the Rcfululion taken of ailing in Conjunction with the Carolinians , 
offeu lively, againjl the Spaniards. —11. A ficeir.ft Account of the Expedition againjl 
Tort St. Augujlin, and the Confcqucnccs of that Expedition. —12. The Grand bivafioti 
on that Colony by the whole Force of New Spain, and the true End of this extraordinary 
Armament .— \ y.Thc total and Wonderful Def eat of that great Tores by his Majcjly’s 
Fot •ces, under the Command of General Oglethorpe. —14. The Congratulations on the 
News of this important and dec five Aftion,from the Governors of ottrfcvcral Colonies, to 
General Oglethorpe ; which jkew their Safe rf the Conf qitenecs of this happy Rcpuljfe. 
—15. The prefent State of the Colony of Georgia coifdend, and its Importance demon- 
, Jlrated, as a Frontier againjl the French and Spaniards, as an Afylum for djjlrejfed 
Englijhmcn , and foreign P rote/hints ; as a nee cfary Means for maintaining a good Co?- 
refpondenee with all the Indian Nations, as an excellent Support to the JJlands of Jamaica 
and Barbadocs, and as a Colony from whence we may reafonably expeft Silk, Wine, 
Pol-ttfhes, &c. 

1 . rpHE' laft of the Britilh colonies in point of fettlement, and of wlyeh .hitherto 
We have had no accurate or jult account, much lefs a clear and authentic 
hiftory, is Georgia $ of which I intend to treat with as much perfpicuity as poflible, that * 
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the reader may apprehend the nature of the country, the importance of its fittiatiofi, 
the motives upon which it was fettled, the progrefs of that defign, the attempts and 
difappointments of the Spaniards, the prefent fituation of things there, and the hopes 
that we may rationally entertain as to its fate and fuccefs. This is certainly a very 
extenfive plan; but at the fame time it is the only plan upon which we can proceed, in 
order to give the inquifitive and public-fpirited reader, a true notion of the nature and 
importance of this new fettlement; which is undoubtedly of far greater confequence 
to this nation than hitherto it has been generally conceived to be; and therefore fuch a 
hiftory as we propofe will be equally neceflary and entertaining; neceffary, as it effe&u- 
ally^compleats the hiftory of the Britifli America, of which this is not only the laft 
colony in point of time, but the laft alfo in rel'pedt to fituation, inafmuch as it extends 
as far fouthward as we claim any right to, and fills up entirely the discoveries of the 
Cabots, which have been fo often mentioned ; entertaining, as it confifts ahnoft wholly* 
of new matter, and as it fliews that even in this age, when luxury and all its attendants, 
feem to be fo firmly eftabliflied in Europe, a l'cheme has been formed for eroding in 
the pleafanteft and moft fruitful part of North America, a Britifli fcftleincnt, upon the 
trueft principles of virtue, induftry, and freedom, which cannot fail of ftriking firm 
and deep root, and of flourifhing in fuch a manner as to do honour to thofe worthy, 
difinterefted, and,public-fpirited perfons who were firft concerned in laying the foun¬ 
dation of this defign, and by whole hearty and vigorous endeavours it has been fo far as it 
is carried into execution. 

In order to proceed regularly, it is requilite to obferve, that about fourteen years ago, 
when this nation enjoyed a profound peace, and when there appeared no juft caufeto 
apprehend its being fpeedily interrupted, fome perfons of great diftinction, from prin¬ 
ciples of true patriotifin, and love to mankind, obferving what great numbers of people 
there were in thefe kingdoms, who from a variety of misfortunes and untoward acci¬ 
dents, found themfelves in no condition of fubfifting, at leaft of fubfifting In -fuch a 
way as to be ufeful to themfelves and the community, which is the folc means whereby 
a number of people become a blefling, generoufly turned their thoughts towards the 
means of employing fuch multitudes of diftrefted and indigent perfons for their own 
and the public good. Thefe fpcculations produced at firft fome thoughts of improv¬ 
ing the moft northern parts of our plantations on the Continent of America ; but 
upon more mature reflection, and for very good reafons, they changed their purpofes, 
and turned their thoughts to the fouth, particularly to that part of America which 
makes properly our frontier towards the Spaniards and the French, and which, though 
within the bounds of the province of Carolina, as def'eribed in its charter, was in 
reality no part of it, as not being at all fettled ; and for that reafon rather a burden 
than an advantage to the province to which it belonged. Upon confining their 
thoughts to this country, they very quickly perceived, that though it had been fo long 
neglected, it was neverthelefs the moft valuable part of our pofteffions in North America, 
and the moft capable of being made a fruitful, populous, and ufeful country, though at 
that time lying entirely wafte, overgrown with vaft woods, which gave fhelter to a 
few Indians, runaway negroes, and other banditti; affording great advantages to the 
Spaniards in time of war, and upon the extremities of which great incroafifiments 
might be made before this nation could have proper intelligence of them. Thejf faw 
that as to climate and fituation no country could claim a better, that it extended feventy 
miles frqm north to fouth, and that it was three hundred miles from the midft of the 
coaft to the Apalachian mountains, the country widening all the way ; they 4 were con¬ 
vinced that-When a little,open and cleared, there could not be a pleafanter or healthier 
, country 
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country upon the face of the globe; that the foil wfjKp prove fruitful and eafy to be- 
cultivated ; that therefore people might fubfift there upon very moderate labour; 
which circumftances induced them to think, there could be no place more proper 
found for the habitation of the unhappy people before mentioned. 

But befides thefe fentiments of private pity, they were influenced likewife by motives 
of public utility. They forefaw that if this project could be brought to bear, it would 
tumvaftly to the advantage of North and South Carolina, then lately purchaled by the 
crown, by providing an effectual frontier againft the Spaniards and the French, which 
they had hitherto wanted, and of the want of which they had loudly complained : they 
judged by this means, that new alliances might be contracted with the Indians ; OF in 
cafe that could not be effected, the new colony muff certainly keep them in awe, and 
prqyent their being fo terrible as within p few years before they had been to the people 
of Carolina: And they faw juft reafons to believe that this new colony, when eftablilhed, 
might cultivate many rich and valuable commodities fbr the fervice of Great Britain. 
Thefe, and many other reafons of like nature, engaged them to think ferioully of 
bringing fo compaflionate, lo practicable, and fo ufeful a project to bear ; in order to 
which uiey found it neceffary to apply themleb'es to the crown for fuflicient powers, to 
enable them to fet this undertaking on foot. They did fo, and received all the 
countenance and encouragement they could delire or cxpeCt, as wil] appear by the 
following extract from the inftrument by which they were incorporated, and fo put into 
a condition of legally executing what they had fo charitably projected. 

2. “ His Majefty King George II. by his letters patent, bearing date the 9th day of 
June 1732, reciting, amongft other things, that many of his poor fubjeCts were, through 
misfortunes, and want of employment, reduced to great neceffities, and would be glad 
to be fettled in any of his Majeity’s provinces in America; where, by cultivating the 
lands wafte and dcfoiute, they may not only gain a comfortable fubfiftence, but alfo 
flrengthS hisMajefty’s colonies, and increale the trade, navigation, and wealth of his 
Majefty s realms ; and that the provinces in North America had been frequently 
ravaged by Indian enemies, more efpecially that of South Carolina, whofe fouthem 
frontier continued unfettled, and lay oper to the neighbouring favages; and that to 
relieve the wants of the faid poor people, and to proteCt the fubjeCts of South Carolina, 
a regular colony of the faid poor people Ihould be fettled and eftablilhed in the fouthem 
frontiers of Carolina; and for the confiderations aforefaid, conftitute a corporation by 
the name of the ‘ Tiuftees, for eftablilhing the colony of Georgia in America,’ with 
capacity to purchafc and take lands ; to fue and to bp fued ; to have a common feal, 
and to chufe members in the faid corporation on the third Thurfday in March yearly; 
with reftraining claufes, that no member of the faid corporation Ihould have any falary, 
fee, perquifite, benefit, or profit whatfoever, for aCling therein j or Ihould have any 
office, place, or employment of profit under the faid corporation ; with a direction to 
the faid corporation, every year to lay an account in writing before the Lord Chancellor, 
Chief Juftice of the King’s Bench, Mafter of the Rolls, Chief Juftice of the Common 
Pleas, and Chief Bafron of the Exchequer, or any two of them, of all money or effeCts 
by them received or expended, for carrying on the good purpofes aforefaid ; with a 
powejj jo make bye-laws, conftitutions, orders, and ordinances; and granted, amongft 
other thJhgs, to the faid corporation, and their fucceffors, under the refervations therein 
mentioned, feven undivided parts, (the whole into Sight equal parts to be divided), of all 
thefe lands, countries, and territories, fituate, lying, and being, in that pert South 
Cafoliaa in America, which lies from the moft northemmoft ftream of a river there, 
called the Savannah, along the iea coaft to the fouthward, qnto the moft fouthem * 
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ftreamof a certain other g^brater or river, called the Alatamaha, and weft ward 
from the head of the faid rivenfrefpeftively in direft lines to the South Seas. To have 
and to hold the fame to them, the faid corporation, and their fucceffors for ever ; for 
the better fupport of the faid colony, yndei the yearly rent of four lhillings proclamation 
money of South Carolina, for every hundred acres of the faid lands, for every of which 
the laid corporation ihould grant, deinife, plant, or fettle, but not to commence until 
ten years after fuch £rant, demile, planting or fettling; and erected and created the faid 
lands, countries, and territories, into one independant and feparate province, by the 
name of Georgia j and made the inhabitants who Ihould refide therein free, and not 
fubjeft to any of the laws, orders, ftatutes, or confutations of South Carolina, except 
the commander in chief of the militia ; and authorized the faid corporation, for the 
term of twenty-one years, from the date of the faid letters patent, to form and prepare 
laws, ftatutes, and ordinances, for the government of the faid colony, not repugnant to 
the laws and ftatutes of England ; to be prefented under their common leal to his 
.Majefty in council, for his approbation or difallowance; and that the faid laws fo ap¬ 
proved of, Ihould be in full force and virtue, within the faid province ; and impowered 
the faid council for the time being of the faid corporation, or the major part of, them, 
to difpofe of, expend, and apply all the money and effects belonging to the laid corpora¬ 
tion, and to make contrads for carrying on and efieding the good purpofes therein 
intended j and that they Ihould from time to time appoint a treal’urer, fecretary, and 
fuch other officers, miniffers, and fervants of the laid corporation, as they ihould fee 
proper for the good management of their affairs, and at their plcafure to remove them, 
and appoint others in their Head ; and that they Ihould appoint reafonable falaries, per- 
quilites, and other rewards for their labour or lerviccs; and that fuch officers Ihould be 
. lworn before they ad, for the faithful and due execution of their rel'pedive offices and 
places; and declared that the treafurer and fecretary for the time being, ihould be in¬ 
capable of being members of the faid corporation ; and granted to the laid c(^oration, 
that it Ihould be lawful for them, their officers and agents, to tranfport and convey, 
into the faid province, fuch of his Majclly’s fubjeds, and foreigners, as were willing to 
go and inhabit, and refide there; and declared all perfons born within the faid province, 
and their children, and their poftcrity, to be free denizens, as if they had been bom 
within any of his Majefty's dominions ; and impowered the laid common council, in the 
name of the corporation, and under their common leal, to diftribute, affign, transfer, 
and fet over fuch particular portions of the faid lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
unto fuch of his Majelty’s fubjeds and others, willing to live in the faid colony, upon 
, fuch terms, and for l'uch eftates, and upon fuch rents, refervations, and conditions, as 
the fame might lawfully be granted ; and as to the faid common council, or the major 
part of them, Ihould feetn lit and proper, provided no grant Ihould be made of any 
part of the faid lands, unto, or in trull: for, or for the benefit of, any member of the 
faid corporation ; and that no greater quantity of the faid lands be granted, either 
entirely or in parcels, to, or to the ufe of, or in fruit for, any one perfon, than five 
Jmndred acres; and declared that all grants made contrary to \he true intent and 
meaning thereof, lhall be abfolutely null and void. And granted, that the laid corpo¬ 
ration, for the term of twenty-one years, from the date of the faid letters patei&gfoould 
have power to erect and conllitute judicatures, and courts of record, or other cotirts to 
be held in his Majefty’s name, for the hearing and determining all manner of crimes, 
offence^, pleas, proceftes, plaints, actions, matters, caufes, and things whatfoever ariltag 
or happening within the laid province, or between perfons inhabiting or yefiding theSe; 

1 and tor awarding and making out executions thereupon, and directing, the faid corpo- 
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ration to rOgifter, o* caufe to beregiftered, all leafes/|pnts, plantings, conveyances, 
fettlements and' improvements whatfoever, as lhould at any time be made of any lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, within the faid province ; and yearly to tranfmit authentic 
accounts thereof, unto the auditor of the plantations, or his deputy, and to the furveyor 
of SouthCarolina, to infpeft and furvey the fame, to afcertain the quit-rents, which lhould 
becomC due according to the refervation before mentioned. But not to have or take 
any gratuity, fee,, or reward, for fuch furvey or infpedtion, on forfeiture of their office; 
with a provifo that all 1 cafes, grants, and conveyances, to be made of any lands within 
the faid province, or a memorial containing the fubftance thereof, lhould be registered 
with the auditors of the plantations, within one year from the date thereof ; otherwife 
that the fame lhould be void. And directed, that all rents, iffues, or profits, which 
lhould come to the faid corporation, bluing or arifing out of or from the hid province, 
lhould be laid out and applied in fuch manner, as would moll improve and enlarge the 
faid colony, anti belt anfwer the good purposes therein mentioned, and for defraying 
all other charges about the fame. And directed the faid corporation, from time to 
time,.to give in to one of the fecretaries of Hate, and to the commiflioners of trade and 
plantations, accounts of the progrefs of the faid colony. And directed that the faid 
common council lhould, from time to time, for the laid term of twenty-one years, from 
the date of the faid letters patent, have power to appoint all fuch governors, judges, 
magiflratos, minifters, and officers, civil and military, both by fea and land, within the 
faid diftrift, as they lhould think fit and needful for the government of the laid colony, 
(except fuch officers as lhould be appointed for managing, collecting, and receiving 
fuch of his Majelty's revenues as lhould aril'e within the laid province), with a provifo 
that every governor fo appointed, lhould be approved by his Majelty, and qualify him- 
fell as other governors in America arc by law required to do, and give fecurity for 
obfervi^jj the acts ot parliament relating to trade and navigation, and obeying all ift- 
ftru£tions from his Majelty, or any afting under his authority, purfuantto the faid a£ts. 
And granted, that the laid corporation, lor the faid term of twenty-one years, from the 
date of the laid letters patent, lhould have power by any commander, or other officer, 
for that purpofe appointed, to train, intiuft, exercife, and govern a militia for the 
fpecial defence and fafety of the faid colony, to alienable in martial array ; and put in 
warlike pofture the inhabitants of the faid colony ; and in time of aftual war, invafion, 
or rebellion, to ufc and exercife the law martial, and alfo to ereft forts, and fortify any 
place within the laid colony ; and the fame to furnilh with all neceflary ammunition, 
provifion, and 11 ores of war, for offence and defence, and from time to time to commit 
the cuftody and government of them to fuch perfon or perfons as to them lhould feem 
meet; declaring that the Governor or Commander in Chief of South Carolina, lhould 
have the chief command of the militia of Georgia, and that they lhould obferve his 
orders. And granted, that the faid corporation lhould have power to import and ex¬ 
port their goods, at and from any fort or ports that lhould be appointed by hisMajefty, 
within the laid province, for that purpofe, without being obliged to touch at any other 
port in South Carolina. And declared, that after the end of the faid twenty-one ydjfcrs, 
fuch form of government, and making of laws and ffatutes, and ordinances, for the 
govwgjBicnt of the faid province, and its inhabitants, lhould be ellabiilhed and obferved 
within the fame, as his Majelty, his heirs and fucceffors, lhould ordain and appoint, and 
lhould be agreeable to law ; and that after the dnd of the faid twenty-one years, the 
governor, and all officers, civil and military, within the faid province, ,<*ould be 
appointed by, his Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors.’* 
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3. As loon as they had obtained this gracious and extenfive charter, the following 
noble and honourable perfons undertook, in quality of trufleps, to engage vigoroufly in 
the execution of this defign, viz. Anthony Earl of Shaftefbury, John Lord Vjfcount 
Percival, fmce created Earl of Egmont, John Lord Vifcount Tyrconnel, James Lord 
VifUount Lymerick, George Lord Carpenter, Edward Digby, Efq. James Oglethorpe, 
Efq. George Heathcote, Efq. Thomas Tower, Efq. Robert More, Efq. Robert 
Hucks, Efq. William Sloper, Efq. Francis Eyles, Efq. John Laroche, Efq. James- 
Vernon, Efq. Stephen Hales, A. M. Richard Chandler, Efq. Thomas Frederick, Efq. 
Henry L’Apd^^ Efq. William Heathcoate, Efq. John White, Efq. Robert Kendal, 
Efq. Richard Byndy, D. D. Their firfl care was to obtain a fund fufficient for the 
fending over a confiderable number of people, and providing them with all kinds of 
neceffaries, towards which they fubfcribed liberally themfelves ; obtained confiderable 
films by way of collection from well-difpofed people, and had befides a grant from the 
parliament of 1 o,oooI. 

They next turned their thoughts, as to the moil proper method of fettling thefe 
people, when fent over to Georgia, fo as that they might be enabled to live comfortably 
themfelves, and at the fame time anfwer all the ends for which they were fent thither j 
it being judged highly reafonable, that thofe who were thus provided for, at the public 
expence, fhould be made in every rel'ped, as ufeful to the public as poffible. They 
refolved therefore to confidcr each inhabitant in a double capacity, as a planter, and as 
a ibldier, who were confequently to be provided with arms for their defence, as well as 
tools for the cultivation of their land, and taught the exercife of both. They alfo 
refotved, that upon the firfl fettling of this colony, towns ihouhl be laid out, and lands 
allotted to each of them for their maintenance, as near thofe towns as poflible; that the 
former might ferve for their defence, and the latter for their fubiiilence. In confe- 
quence of thefe refolutions, it was agreed that every lot or portion of land, fhould 
confifl of fifty acres 5 and that it fhould be granted them in tail male, as the prOpereft 
tenure for the colony in its infancy, and the fittefl to preferve it from thofe inconve¬ 
niences to which it was moll obnoxious ; and with refpect to any hardfhips that might 
arife from this tenure, they determined to remedy them occafionally, till fuch time as 
the condition of the colony fhould render an alteration necefl'ary. 

They likewife determined to prohibit negroes, the ufe of them feeming abfolutely 
inconfiftent with the defign of this colony, and' befides this, in many refpe&s incon¬ 
venient and dangerous. Inconvenient, as the firfl cofl of a negro is about thirty pounds; 
a fum, that it was not to be fuppofod many of the people fent to Georgia could lay out 
for themfelves ; nor was it fit that the trullees fhould do it for them, fmce this would 
pay the paffage, provide tools, and defray the expence of a white man’s fubfiflence for 
a year, who would then become a fecurity to the province. It was forefeen, that if a 
white man kept a negro, he would be lefs willing and lefs able to labour himfelf. If 
fuch as were in circumftances to go over at their own expence, were allowed to make 
ufe of negroes, it was judged that this would difpirit the poor planters, would incline 
fuqk as were pofTefi'ed of negroes to abfent themfelves, as in other' provinces; might 
enable them, if fuccefsful, to eat up and opprefs their poorer neighbours ; or tempt 
them, if unfuccefsful, to mortgage or fell their lands to the negro merchants. ,i.ffl(&efe 
were apparent and gieat inconveniences, but the dangers were ftill more numerous ’ and 
more certain. In the firfl place, it was evident that as the planters in Georgia were to 
be fent o vgr wth their families, if negroes were allowed, whenever the men were abfent 
from their plantations upon any duty, their wives and children would be at the mercy 
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ofthefe negroes; and thus, befides the cafe of fecuring themfclves againft foreign 
invaJions, they would be likewife under a neceffity of providing for their domerac 
fafetm In the next place, it was forefeen that the Spaniards at St. Auguftin would be 
con^wiialiy inticing away the negroes, or inciting them to infurre&ions ; the former of 
which would have been very eafy, as they had only a fmall river or two to fwim over,, 
which they might do fmgly as well as in parties ; the latter was fo much the more to be 
dreaded, as an attempt or two of this kind mud have greatly difcouraged, if not totally 
fubverted, the Engliffi colony ; and the certainty of thefe evils was the greater, becaufe 
in a time of profound peace, the Spaniards had pra&ifed both in regard‘to the colony 
of South Carolina, though at a greater diftance, from whence negroe3.had often fled in 
little boats to the Spaniards, and been protected ; and they have likewife been incited 
to rife in large bodies, to the great terror of the inhabitants, and to the no fmall hazard 
of the lofs of that province; befides, the allowing negroes in Georgia, would have 
facilitated the defertion of the Carolina negroes, through this new province ; and con- 
fequently the colony, inftead of proving, as it was intended, a frontier, and thereby 
adding ftrength to the province of South Carolina, would have proved a means of 
drawing away their flaves, to the great prejudice of the planters ; and which was much 
worfe, would add thereby to the ftrength of their enemies at St. Auguftin. So that 
taking thefe confiderations together, viz. that wine, filk, pot-alhes, and other produces, 
which were expeCted from the new colony, did not at all require negroes; as the 
introduction of them fo near to a garrifon oi the Spaniards, would weaken, rather than 
ftrengthen, the barrier; and as they would introduce with them a greater propcnfity to 
idlenefs among the planters, and too great an inequality among the people; it 
was thought proper to make the prohibition of them a fundamental article of the 
conftitution. 

When the truftees had made thefe difpofitions, and were enabled, by benefactions 
from the public, and l'everal private perfons, on the 3d of October 1732, it was relolved 
to fend over one hundred and fourteen perfons, men, women, and children, being 
fuch as were in decayed circumftances, and thereby difabled from following any bufinefs 
in England ; and who, if in debt, had leave from their creditors to go; and fuch as 
were recommended* by the minifter and church-wardens, and overfeers of their, refpec- 
tive parifhes ; and James Oglethorpe, Efq. one of the truftees went with them at his own 
expence, to fettle them. On the 24th of the fame month, the people were all exa¬ 
mined, whether any of them had any objections to the terms and conditions propofed 
to them, which they all declared they had not, but that they were fully fatisfied with 
them; and executed articles under their hands and feals, teftifying their confents 
thereto, which arc now in the public office belonging to the truftees. But four of them 
defiring their daughters might inherit as well as their fons, and that their widow's 
dower might be confidered, the truftees immediately relolved, that every perlon wh6 
ffiould defire the fame, lhould have the privilege of naming a fucceflor to the lands 
granted to hint ; who, in cafe the polfelTor lhould die without iffue male, lhould hold 
the fame to them ana their heirs male for ever ; and that the widows lhould have th«r 
thirds, as in England ; with which refolution the people being ali acquainted, were very 
well finsfied. 

The‘truftees prepared forms of government, agreeable to the powers given them by 
the charter > they eftablilhed under their leal a court of judicature, for trying caufes, as 
well criminal as civil, in the town of Savannah, (the name which was give® to**he firft: 
town to be raifed), by the name and ftile of the Town Court. They allb appointed 
magiftrates there,, viz., three bailiffs and a recorder, and inferior officers, viz, two con- 
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ftabl'es and two tything men. They chofe for magiftrates, fuch as appeared to them 
the moft prudent and difcreet; but amongft a number of people, who were all upon a 
level at the firft fetting out, it was impoffible to make any choice or diftin&ion, %hich 
wogM not create fome future uncafinefs among them. , As I have no relation to, or 
colme&ion with, the truflees of Georgia, I mall take the liberty of making fome 
remarks upon their proceedings, which otherwifo I fhould not have thought becoming 
either them or me. The fcheme of their incorporation is entirely new, as was the projed 
of Mr. Oglethorpe’s going over at his own expence, and purely to fee the people put 
into a way of living without him, whom he had extricated out of fo many difficulties, 
and who, but for this condefcenfion in him, mull have fallen back into thofc difficulties 
again. The attempts of Sir Walter Raleigh, for fettling of Virginia, were of this 
nature with refped to him ; that is to fay, what he did was from a motive of public 
fpirit ; but what the Virginia company did, was from a principle ef gain; whereas this 
whole defign rofe from the charitable and beneficent difpofition of a few worthy 
and good men, and has been hitherto condufted according to the fame difpofition, 
for the benefit of the colony, and of the public ; and from no other view or intereft in 
the truftees, but the making themfelves happy from the confcioufnefs of well doing ; 
which at the fame time that it reflects reputation upon them, docs the higheft honour 
to this age and country, in which the defire I have to have fome linall fhare, produced 
the pains taken in this chapter, which I flatter myfelf will, like its fubjcct, prove of 
great utility to the public. 

4. On the 15th of November Mr. Oglethorpe fet out for Gravefend, from whence 
he foon failed for Carolina, where they arrived on the 15th of January following, and 
were received at Charles Town by the Governor, with great kindnefs and civility ; who 
ordered Mr. Middleton, the King’s pilot, to carry the fliip into Port Royal, and fmall 
craft to convey the colony from thence to the river Savannah. In ten hours they pro¬ 
ceeded to Fort Royal. On the 18th Mr. Oglethorpe went afliore upon French’s llland, 
and left a guard upon John’s, being a point of that ifland, which commands the channel, 
and is about half way between Beaufort and the river Savannah. They had orders to 
prepare huts, for the reception of the people in their paflage from thcncc. Mr. Ogle¬ 
thorpe went to Beaufort Town, and was faluted with a difeharge of the artillery, and 
had a new Barrack fitted up, where the colony landed bn the 20th, and were chcarfully 
affifted by Lieutenant Wats and Enfign Farrington, and the other officers of the inde¬ 
pendent company ; as alfo by Mr. I.cdebar, and other gentlemen of the neighbourhood; 
from thence he went to view the Suvannah river, and pitched upon a convenient fpot of 
ground, ten miles up the river, on which he defigned to build a town. The reader will 
obferve that this was exactly agreeable to the refolutions taken by the truftees at home; 
and as there was no time loft in fixing upon the place, fo on the 9th of February" the 
town was marked out, and the firft houfc begun. 

The chief reafons that determined Mr. Oglethorpe in the choice of this place were, 
health, pleafure, and conveniency. Before his arrival in the courffry, it had the name 
of’an Indian nation, viz. Yammacraw, who inhabited here, under the command of the 
chief, Tomochichi, and who readily gave them place, and entered into a clofe friendffiip 
with him ; fo much more agreeable to both parties, as there was no oth(j$|B»dian 
nation within fifty miles. But Mr. Oglethorpe called the town by the name of the 
River Savannah. It lies, according to Captain Gafooign’s obfervations, in»the latitude 
of 3 rjS$i?grees 58 minutes, which he took of Tybee, an ifland that lies at the mouth of 
. the Slvannah River. It is diftant from Charles Town fouth-weft, according to the 
course and windings*of die rivers and creeks, about one hundred and forty miles, but 
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by a dire£t cpurfe feventy-feven, allowing Sullivan’s Iiland to be in the latitude ©f 32 
degrees 47 minutes ; from Auguftin north-call and by eaft one hundred and forty 
miles ; and by the courfe of the rivers is diftant from Fort Moore three hundred miles 
but upon a direft line but one hundred and fifteen miles north-weft and by weft ; this 
■bluff is diftant ten miles from the moulh of the river on the fouth fide ; and Parryf- 
burgh is twenty-four miles above it, on the north, and is fo fituated as to have a 
beautiful profpeCt, both up and down the river. It is very fandy and barren, and 
confequently a wholefome place for a town or city, if Savannah Ihould ever grow up 
and rival Philadelphia. 

After putting things into order here, and afllgning every man his proper ftation and 
employment, Mr. Oglethorpe, in company with Colonel Bull, who came from Charles 
Town to pay him a vifit, and teflified great fatisfaction at the progrefs they made, fet out 
for Charles Town to folicit fuccoms for his colony. Before we take notice of the 
fuccefs he met with on that occafion, it. may not be amil's to tranferibe a paragraph 
from the South Carolina Gazette, dated CharLs Town, March 22d, 1732, in which 
there is an account given of the journey to Georgia, which will Ihew the fentiments of 
the people of that colony, at a time when they were freed from all prejudices, appre¬ 
hensions, and prcpofleflions. After deferibing the town in the manner we have done, 
they fay, “ When they, that is the new colony, arrived, there was finding on it, viz. 
the place where the town now (lands, a great quantity of the bed forts of pines, molt 
of which are already cut down on the fpot where the town is laid out to build. The 
land is barren about a mile back, when you come into very rich ground ; and on both 
fules, within a quarter of a mile of the town, is choice good planting land. Colonel 
Bull told me that he had been feven miles back, and found it extraordinary good. 
Mr. Oglethorpe is indefatigable, takes a vaft deal of pains ; his fare is but indifferent, 
having little elfe at prefent but fall provifions : he is extremely well beloved by all his 
people. The general title they give him is Father. If any of them are fick, he imme¬ 
diately vifits them, and takes a great deal of care of them. If any differences arife, he 
is the perfon that decides them : two happened while I was there, and in my prefence, 
and all the parties went away, to outward appearance, fatisfied and contented with his 
determination. He keeps a ftrift diicipline ; I never faw one of his people drunk nor 
heard one i'wear, all the time I was there. He does not allow them rum, but in lieu 
gives them Engiifh beer. It is furprifing to fee how chearfully tlie men go to work, 
confidering they have not been bred to it. There are no idlers there, even the boys 
apd girls do their parts. There are four houfes already up, but none fmifhed ; and he 
hopes when he has got more lawyers, which 1 fuppoi'e he will have in a fliort time, to 
finifh two houfes in a week. He has plowed up fome land, part of which he fowed 
with wheat, which is come up, and looks promifing. He has two or three gardens, 
which he has fowed with divers forts of feeds ; and planted thyme, with other forts of 
pot-herbs, lage, leeks, fcallions, celery, liquorice. See. and ieveral forts of’ fruit trees. 
He was pallifadingghe town, and inclofing fome part of the common, which I do fup- 
pofe may be fmifhen in a fortnight’s time. In fhort, he has done a vaft deal of work for 
the time ; and I think his name ought to be immortalized.” 

Tjgfjufficiently lliews how well pleafed the people at CarolnM were, as indeed they 
had’Blon to be, with this new fettlement; as a further teftimmiy of which, not only 
theaffembly, but the people in general, contributed largely to the afliftance of the new 
comers ; five hundred pounds of which money Mr. Oglethorpe laid out irni*.lately in 
cattle, and having given other directions for providing at Charles Town what his people 
might , have occafion for, he very fpeedily fet out on his returrj from Savannah, and on 
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his way lay at Colonel Bull’s houfe on Afhly River. There the Reverend Mr. Guy, 
Reftor of St. John’s Parifh, waited on him, and told him his pariihioners had raifed a 
handfome contribution. Being arrived at Savannah, he found that Mr.Wiggan, the 
interpreter, with the chief men of the Lower Creek nation, had been to treat of an 
allkfl&ce with the new colony. The Lower Creeks are a nation of Indians, who formerly 
coniifted of ten, but now are reduced to eight, tribes, who have each their different 
government, but are allied together, and fpeak the fame language. They claim from 
the Savannah River as far as St. Auguftin and up Flint River, which falls into the bay 
of Mexico. Tomochichi, Mico, and the Indians of Yammacraw were of the Creek 
nation and language. 

Mr. Oglethorpe received the Indians in one of the new houfes. They were as follows: 
From the tribe of Coweeta, Yahan Lakee, their King or Mico, Effaboo, their warrior, 
the fon'of Old Brim, lately dead; whom the Spaniards called Emperor of the Creeks, 
with eight men and two women attendants. From the tribe of Cufietas, Cuffeta, their 
Mico, Tatchiquatchi, their head warrior, with four attendants. From the tribe of 
Owfeecheys, Ogeefe, the Mico or War King ; Neathlouthko and Ougachi two chief 
men, with three attendants. From the tribe of Cheechaws, Outhleteboa, their Mico, 
Thlautho-thlukee, Figeer, Sootamilla, War Captains, with three attendants. From 
the tribe of Echetas, Chutabeeche and Robin, two War Captains, (the latter was bred 
among the Engliih), with four attendants. From the tribe of Polachucolas, Gillattee, 
their Head Warrior, and five attendants. From th’e tribe of Oconas, Oueekachumpa, 
called by the Engliih Long King, Koowoo, a Warrior. From the tribe of Eufaule, 
Tomaumi, Head Warrior, and three attendants. 

The Indians being all feated, Oueekachumpa, a very tall old man, ftood, and made 
a fpeech, which was interpreted by Mr. Wiggan and Mr. Mufgrove, and was to the 
following purpofe : He firil claimed all the lands to the fouthward of the River 
Savannah, as belonging to the Creek Indians. They then Laid, though they were but 
poor and ignorant, he that had given the Englifh breath had given them breath alfo. 
That he that had made both had given more wifdom to the white men. That 
they were perfuaded that the great power which dwelt in heaven, and all around, 
(and then he fpread out his hands and lengthened the found of his words), and which 
hath given breath to all men, had fent the Engliih thither for the inflruftion of them, 
their wives and children: That, therefore, they gave them up freely their right to all 
the land they did not ufe themfelves. That this was not only his opinion, but the 
opinion of the eight towns of the Creeks, each of whom having confulted together, had 
fent fome of their chief men with Ikins, which is their wealth. 

Then the chief men brought a bundle of buck ikins, and laid eight from the eight 
towns before Mr. Oglethorpe. He faid thefe were the beft things they had, and that 
they gave them with a good heart. He concluded with thanking him for his kindnefs 
to Tomochichi, Mico, and his Indians, to whom he faid he was related, and though 
Totnochichi was baniihed from his nation, that he was a good man aid had been a great 
warrior; and it was for his wifdom and jufiice that the baniihed men had chofe him king. 
He alfo faid, that he had heard that the Cherokees had killed fome Engliihmen, and that 
if Mr. Oglethorpe wo^i command them, they would enter their whole force jdta the 
Cherokee country, d*oy their harveft, kill the people, and revenge the Bngliih. 
When he had done fpeaking, Tomochichi came in with the Yammacraw Indians, and 
making 9 low obeifance, faid, I was a baniihed man, and I came here poor and helpleft 
to look for 1 good land near the tombs of my anceftors, and when the Engliih came to 
‘thjtplace, } -feared you, would drive us away ; for we were weak and wanted com. 
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But you confirmed our land to us, and gave us food. Then the chiefs of the other 
nation made fpeeches to the fame purpofe as Oueekachumpa’s. 

After which they agreed with Mr. Oglethorpe on a treaty of alliance and commerce, 
which was figned by him and them. A laced coat, a laced hat, and a fhirr, were given 
to each king, and to each of the warriors a gun, a mantle of duffils, and to all theifUt- 
tendants coarfe cloth for cloathing, and other things. The articles of agreement were, 
I. The truftees agreed to let their people carry into the Indian towns all forts of goods 
fitting to trade at rates and prices fettled by the treaty. II. Reftitution and reparation 
to be made for injuries on both fides, and criminals to be tried and punifhed accord* 
ing to the Englifh law. III. Trade to be withdrawn from any Indian,town offending 
againft treaty. IV. The Englifh to poflefs all lands not ufed by the Indians, provided, 
that upon fettling of every new town the Englifh fhould fet out for the ufe of their 
nation, fuch lands as fhould be agreed on between the Englifh beloved men, and the 
head men of their nation. V. To reflore all runaway negroes, and carry them either 
to Charles Town, the Savannah, or Petachuchula garrifon, upon being paid for every 
fuch negro four blankets, or two guns, or the value thereof in other goods, if taken on 
the other fide Ocorivy River; and one blanket if the negro is killed in taking or 
endeavouring to make his efcape. VI. Laftly, They promife, with ftrait hearts and 
love to their brother Englifh, to give no encouragement to any other white people to 
fettle there, and to all this they fet the marks of their families. This treaty being 
concluded, Mr. Oglethorpe thought fit to return into England, as well to report the 
fituation things were in, in that country, as to procure the neceffary l’upplies for pro¬ 
moting the new colony. 

5 In the month of June 1734 Mr. Oglethorpe arrived fafely in England, bringing 
with him Tomochichi, mico or king of the Yammacraws; Senawki, his confort, ana 
Toonakowi, the prince his nephew, as alfo Hillifpilli, a war captain, and Apakowtfki, 
Stimalechi, Sintouchi, Hinguithi, and Umphychi, five other Indian chiefs, with their 
interpreter. They were lodged at the Georgia-Office, Old Palace-Yard, where they 
were handfomely entertained; and, being fuitably drefied, were introduced to the 
court, then at Kenfington. Tomochichi prefented to the king feveral eagles feathers ; 
which, according to their cuftom, is the moft refpe&ful gift he could ofter, and made 
the following fpeech to his majefty : “ This day I fee the majefty of your face, and 
greatnefs of your houfe, and the number of your people ; I am come for the good of 
the whole nation called the Creeks, to renew the peace they had long ago with the 
Eaglifh. I am come over in my old days; though I cannot live to fee any advantage 
to myfelf. I am come for the good of the children of all the nations of the Upper 
and Lower Creeks, that they may be inftrutted in the knowledge of the Englifh. 
Thefe are the feathers of the eagle, which is the fwifteft of birds, and who flieth all 
round our nations. Thefe feathers are a fign of peace in our land; and we have 
brought them over to leave them with you, O! great king, as a fign of everlafting 
peace. O! great king, whatfoever words you fhall fay unto me I will tell them faith¬ 
fully to all the kingi of the Creek nations.” To which his Majefty made a gracious 
anfwer, aflurmg thofe nations of his proteftion and regard. 

T hnfe Indians, but more efpecially their mico or prince, gave evident marks, during 
their mf in England, of good fenfe, and of a fincere inclinationcarry on a friendly 
correfpondence between their own nation and ours ; and therefore they defired of the 
truftees, that the meafures, prices, and qualities of goods to be purcha&d hy them, 
with their deer-fkins, might be fettled, as likewife the weights; that nobody might 
be albwed to trade with the Indians in Georgia, without a licence from the truftees, in 

voL. xii. 3 m order. 



discoveries and settlements 


4$<* 

order, tfeat if they %ere in any refpeft injured, or defrauded by the traders, they 
might sknow where to complain. And they further defired, that there might be but 
.one ftore-houfe in each Indian town, for fupplying them with the goods they might 
want to purchafe, from whence the traders fliould be obliged to fupply them at’their 
fisSd prices. The reafon which the Indians gave for this application was, became the 
waders with them had often, in an arbitrary manner, raifed the price of goods, and 
defrauded them in the weights and meafures; and, by their impofitions, had often 
created animofuies between the Englifh and Indians, which had frequently ended in wars 
between them, prejudicial to both. 

In compliance with this requeft of theirs, the truflees prepared a law, intitled, “ An 
aft for maintaining the peace with the Indians in the province of Georgiawhich 
contained the fame regulations and provifions that were made in an aft paffed by the 
Council and aflembly in South Carolina, in the year 1731, which aft would have 
reached the country now called Georgia, if it had not been erefted into a feparate pro. 
Vince. They likewife prepared another law, calculated for the fame falutary purpofe, 
i mean the preventing any dangers from the Indians, by the pernicious effefts of fpiri- 
tuous liquors, as well as the health of the people already fettled, and that might be 
fettled, in their new colony, which was intitled, “ An aft to prevent the importation 
and ufe of rum. and brandies in the province of Georgia, or any kind of l'pirits, or 
ftrong waters whatfoever.” They likewife prepared a third law, upon a very mature 
deliberation, and for the reafons before-mentioned, intitled, “ An aft for rendering 
the colony of Georgia more defenfible, by prohibiting the importation of black Haves, 
or negroes, in the fame.” Thefe three acts were laid before the King in council, in the 
laonth of January following; and after a report from the board of trade, that they 
were proper to receive his Majefty’s approbation, they were accordingly ratified. Two 
embarkations were made this year, whofe numbers are hereafter mentioned, which 
confifted chiefly of Saltiburghers, who with the Saltfburghers that went before, were 
fettled in a town called by them Ebenezer, upon the river Savannah, at fome diftance 
above the town; and by the fobriety and induftry of the people, they prove a very 
thriving fettlement. - 

6. In the fucceeding year 1735, the fruiters were encouraged<by an extraordinary 
fupply of twenty-fix thoufand pounds, granted by parliament, and very confiderable 
benefaftions, as well in Carolina as in England, to think of making very confiderable 
embarkations for ftrengthening th fouthern part of Georgia; and to obviate any 
objection that might be made, jis in undertakings of this nature objections will never 
be wanting, at their fending ufeful poor from hence, it was refolved that thefe embark¬ 
ations Ihould confift inoltly of people from the north of Scotland, and perfecuted 
German proteftants. The reader will obferve, that by the care taken in tins refpeft, 
the nation gained a very confiderable advantage, fince by this means the overflowing# 
©f all the northern countries of Europe, which are known to breed robuft, hardy and 
induftrious people, were fecured for our fervice, and carried over and fettled in that 
part of his Majefty’s dominions where fuch people were wanted" moft; where, from 
tbeir circumftances, they were obliged to fulfil (as indeed they have always done), the 
ends for which they yyere fent thither ; and fo became an acceflion of ftrength|g£ great 
cenfeqpence and advantage, at a very ftnall and inconfiderable expence. Bufinat the 
<emfei*' ’»iay be fully apprized of, and perfeftly comprehend the true reafons which 
indtfeefr iber- parliament to grant fo much money, for the fettlement and improvement 
of the colony this year, and may likewife be enabled tojudge of the weight and.imped¬ 
ance riihps, it» requifite to inform him, that the colony of -Sottish 
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drew up a memorial, dated the grit of April 1734, figned by Robert Johnfcm, £% 
their Governor; Thomas Broughton, Prefident ot the Council; mid Paul Jenys,Speaker 
of the Commons; containing a -reprefentation of the ftate and condition of that pro* 
vince, and therein fo full, fo clear, and fo authentic an account of fa&s, equally curious 
and important, that it is impoffible to let them down either in fewer or better weirds 
than are ufed in that memorial; part of which, therefore, we fliall give here, and 
fhouid very willingly have given the whole, if the nature of our work would have allowed 
us room. 

“ Your Majefty’s fubjeCts of this province, having often felt, with hearts full of 
gratitude, the jnany fignal inftances of your moft facred Majelty's peculiar favour and 
protection to thefe diftant parts of your dominions, and especially thofe late proofs of 
your Majefty’s moft gracious and benign care, fo wifely calculated for the protection of 
this your Majefty’s frontier province on the Continent of America, by your royaf 
charter to the truftees for eftablilhing the colony of Georgia; and your great good- 
nefs fo rightly and timely applied in protecting the fettlement of the Swifsat Purryf- 
burg. Encouraged by luch juft views of your Majefty’s wife and paternal care, extended 
to your remoteft fubjeCts ; and excited by the duty which we owe to your moft facred 
Majefty, to be always watchful for the fupport and fecurity of your Majefty’s intereft, 
efpecially at this very critical juncture, when the flame of a war breaking out in Europe, 
may very fpeedily be lighted here, in this your Majefty’s frontier province, which by 
its fituation is known to be of the utmoft importance to the general trade and traffic of 
America; We therefore, your Majefty’s moft faithful governor, council, and com¬ 
mons, convened in your Maiefty’s province of South Carolina, crave leave with great 
humility to reprefent to your Majefty the prefent ftate and condition of this your pro¬ 
vince, and how greatly it ftands in need of your Majefty’s gracious and timely fuc- 
cour in cafe of a war, to aflift our defence again!! the French and Spaniards, or any 
other enemies to your Majefly’s dominions, as Well as again!! the many nations of 
favages, which fo nearly threaten the fafety of your Majefty’s fubjeCts. 

“ The province of Carolina, and the new colony of Georgia, are the foutherrt 
frontier's of all your Majefty’s dominions on the Continent of America; to the fouth 
and fouth-weft of Which is fituate the ftrong caftle of St. Auguftin, garrifoned by four 
hundred Spaniards, who have feveral nations of Indians living under their fubje&iori, 
befides feveral other /mall fettleinents and garrifons near theAppellaciies, fome of which 
are not eighty miles diftant from the colony of Georgia. To the fouth-weft and weft 
©f us, the French have already ereCted a confiderable town near Fort Thouloufe on 
the Moville river, and feveral other forts and garrifons, fome not above three hundred 
miles diftant, from our fettlements; and at New Orleans on the Miflifiippi river, fine© 
her late Majefty Queen Anne’s war, they have exceedingly cncreafed their ftrength 
and traffic, and have now many forts and garrifons on both fides of that large river; 
for feveral hundred miles up the fame. And fince his moft Chriftian Majefty has 
taken out of the Miffiffippi Company the government of that country into his own 
hartds, the French natives of Canada come daily down in Ihoals, to fettle all along that 
river, where many regular forces have been fent over by the King, to ftrengthen the 
garrMtas of thofe places; and according, to our beft and lateft advices, they- have five 
hundraS men in pay conftantly employed as wood-rangers, to keep the neighbouring 
Indians in fubjeCtion, and to prevent the diftant ones from difturbmg their fettlements j 
which management of the French has fo well fucceeded, that wt are vefy'tflfe'V affiired 
they have wholly now in their pofleflion, and under their mfineace, the feveral numer¬ 
ous nations of Indians that are fituate near the Miffiffippi Riri*r , .one of which, ©aHe&' 
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the Choflaws, by eftimadon, confifting of about five thoufand fighting men, and who 
were always deemed a very warlike nation, lies on this fide the river, not above four 
‘.hundred miles -diftant from our out-fettlements. Among whom, and feveral other 
nations of Indians, many French Europeans have been fent to fettle, whoih the priefts 
sM mifiionaries among them encourage to take Indian wives, and ufe divers other 
alluring methods to attach the Indians the better to the French alliance; by which 
means the French are become thoroughly acquainted with the Indian way of warring 
and living in the woods, and have now a great number of white men among them, 
able to perform a long march, with an army of Indians, upon any expedition. 

“ We further beg leave to inform your Majefty, that if the meafures of France 
fhould provoke ydur Majefty to a ftate of hoftility againft it in Europe, we have great 
rCafons to expe& an invafion will be here made upon your Majefty’s fubjects, by the 
French and the Indians, from thefe Mifliffippi fettlements; they have already paved a 
way for a defign of that nature, by ere&ing a fort called the Albama Fort, alias Fort 
Louis, in the middle of the Upper Creek Indians, upon a navigable river leading to 
Moville, which they have kept well garrifoned, and mounted with fourteen pieces of 
cannon; and have already been prevented from ere&ing a fecond nearer to us in that 
quarter. The Creeks are a nation very bold, aftive, and daring, confifting of about 
thirteen hundred fighting men (and not above one hundred and fifty miles diftant from 
the Cho&aws), whom though we heretofore have traded with, claimed, and held in 
our alliance, yet the French, on account of that fort, and a fuperior ability to make 
them liberal prefents, have been for fome time ftriving to gain them over to their 
intereft, and have fucceeded with fome of the towns of the Creeks, which if they can 
be fecured in your Majefty’s intereft, are the only nation which your Majefty’s fubje&s 
here can depend upon, as their beft barrier againft any attempts either of the French 
or their confederate Indians. 


“ We moft humbly pray leave further to inform your Majefty, that the French at 
Moville, perceiving that they could not gain the Indians to their intereft without buy¬ 
ing their deer fkins, which is the only commodity the Indians have to purchafe, necef- 
faries with, and the French not being able to difpofe of thofe fkins, by reafon of their 
having no vent for them in Old France, have found means to encourage veffels from 
hence, New York, and other places which are not prohibited by the afts of trade, to 
truck thofe fkins with them for Indian trading goods, efpecially the Britifh woollen 
manufa&ures, which the French difpofe of to the Creeks and Choftaws, and other 
Indians; by which means the Indians are much more alienated from our intereft; and, 


omevery occafion, objeft to us, that the French can fupply them with fhrouds and 
blankets as well as the Englifh; which would have the contrary effect, if they were 
wholly furniflied with thofe commodities by your Majefty’s fubjefts trading among 
them. ' If a flop were therefore put to that pernicious trade with the French, the Creek 
Indians chief dependence would be on this government, and that of Georgia, to fupply 
'them with goods; by which means great part of the Cho&aws living next the Creeks, 
would fee the advantage the Creek Indians enjoyed, by having Brituh woollen manu- 
fa&ures wholly from your Majefty’s fubje&s, and thereby be invited, in a fhort time, 
to enter into a treaty of commerce with us, which they have lately made foia|M[ffers 
for, and which, if effe&ed, will foon leflen the intereft of the French with thefe ® 3 iass 5 
and bydeigrees attach them to that of your Majefty. 

u TfeS joniy expedient we can propofe to recover and confirm that nation to your 
MjfeftyYintereft, is by fpeedily making them prefents, to withdraw them from the 
‘ H&dv alliance, aad.by building fome forts among them. Your Majefty may be put 
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into fuch a fituation, that cm die firft notice of hofthties with the French, your Majefty 
may be, able to reduce at once the Albama Fort, and we may then hand agjunft die 
French and their Indians; which if not timely prepared for, before a war breaks 01%" 
we have tbo much reafon to fear we may be foon over-run by the united ftrength of 
the French, and the Creeks and Chodaws, with many other nations of their Indian 
allies; for fiiould the Creeks become wholly our enemies, who are well acquainted with 
all our fettlements, we probably fhould alfo foon be deferted by the Cherokees, and a 
few other fmall tribes of Indians; who for the fake of our booty, would readily join to 
make us a prey to the French and favages. Ever fince the late Indian war, the offences 
then given us by the Creeks, have made that nation jealous of your Majefty’s fubjefts 
of this province. We have therefore concerted meafures with the honourable James 
Oglethorpe, Efq. who being at the head of a new colony, will, we hope, be fuccefe- 
ful for your Majefty’s intereft among that people. He has already, by prefents, attached 
the Lower Creeks to the fervire of your Majefty, and has laudably undertaken to en¬ 
deavour the fixing a garrifon among the Upper Cheeks; the expence of which is already 
in part provided for, in this feffion of the general affembly of this province. We 
hope therefoie to prevent the French from iucroaching farther on your Majefty’s terri¬ 
tories, until your Majefty is gracioufly pleafed further to ftrengthen. and fecure 
•the fame. 

** We find the Cherokee natbn has lately become very infolent to your Majefty’s 
fubjeds trading among them,notwithftanding the many favours which the chiefs of that 
nation received from your Majefty in Great Britain; befides a confiderable expence 
which your Majefty’s fubjeds have been at, in making them prefents, which inclines 
us to believe that the French, by their Indians, have been tampering with them. We 
therefore beg leave to inform your Majefty, that the building and mounting fome forts 
alfo among the Cherokees, and making them prefents, will be highly neceffary to keep 
them fteady in their duty to your Majefty, left the French may prevail in feducing that 
nation ; which they may the more readily be inclined to, from the profped of getting 
confiderable plunder in flaves, cattle, and commodities, which they very well know they, 
have among us. Several other foits will be indifpenfibly neceffary, to be a cover to 
your Majefty’s fiAjeds fettled backwards in this province, as alio to thofc of the 
colony of Georgia, both which in length are very extenfive. For though the truftees 
for euablifhing the colony of Georgia, by a particular fcheme of good management, 
faithfully conduced by the gentlemen engaged here in that charitable enterprize, have 
put that fmall part of the colony which he has yet {seen able to eftablifh, in a tenable 
condition againft the Spaniards of Florida, which lie to the fouthward *, yet the back 
expofition of thole colonies to the vaft number of French and Indians, which border 
on the weftward, mult, in cafe of a war, cry greatly aloud for your Majefty’s gracious 
and timely fuccour. The expence of our fafety on fuch an occalion, we mult in §11 
humility, acquaint your Majefty, either for men or money, cah never be effeded. by 
your Majefty’s fubjeds of this province, who, in conjundion with Georgia, do not, in 
the whole, amount to more than three thoufand five hundred men that compofe the 
militia, and wholly confift of planters, traders, and other men in bufmefs.” 

'Store are fome other paragraphs in this memorial which are ftill more worthy of 
notifii} and which therefore we fhall give the reader in the words thereof. “ We 
muft further beg leave to inform your Majefty, that amidft our other perilous circum- 
ftances, we are fubjed to many inteftine dangers, from the great number sf nee-roes that 
»that are now among us, who amount, at leaft, to twenty-two thoufand perfons, and are 
three to one of all your Majefty’s white fubjeds in this province Infurredions alainft 
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us have Been often attempted, and would at any time prove very fatal, if the French 
fhould inftigate them by artfuHy giving them an expeftation of freedom. In fuch a 
' fituation we moft humbly crave leave to acquaint your Majefty, that even the prefent 
ordinary expences', necefl'ary for the care and fupport of this your Majefty’s province 
and^ovemment, cannot be provided for by your Majefty’s fubjects of this province, , 
without your Majefty’s gracious pleafure to continue thofe laws, for eftablilhing the tax 
on negroes, and other duties, for feven years, and for appropriating the lawwhich 
now lie before your Majefty, for your royal affent and approbation; and the further 
expences that will be requisite for the eroding fome forts, and eftablilhing garrilons in 
the feveral necefl'ary places, fo as to form a barrier for the fecurity of this your Majefty’s 
province, we moft numbly fubmit to your majefty. 

„ “ Your Majefty’s fubjeds of this province, with fulnefs of zeal, duty, and affedion, 
to your moft gracious and facred Majefty, are fo highly fenfible of the great importance 
of this province to the French, that we mull conceive it more than probable, if a war 
fhould happen, they will ufe all endeavours to bring this country under their fubjedion. 
They would thereby be able to fupply their fugar illands with all forts of provilions and 
lumber, by an eafy navigation trade, which, to our great advantage, is now not fo 
pradicable from the prefent French colonies: befldes the facility of gaining then to 
their intereft moll, of the Indian trade on the northern continent, they might alfo eafily 
unite the Canadees and Chodaws with the many other nations of Indians which are 
now in their intereft. And the feveral ports and harbours of Carolina and Georgia, 
which now enable your Majefty to be abfolutely mailer of the paflage through the Gulph 
of Florida, and to impede, at your pleafure, the tranfportation home of the Spanilh 
treafure, would then prove fo many convenient harbours for your Majefty’s enemies, 
by their privateers or fhips of war, to annoy a great part of the Britilh trade to America, 
as well as that which is carried on through the gulph from Jamaica, befldes the lofs which 
Great Britain mull feel in fo confiderable a part of its navigation, as well as the exports 
of malls, pitch, tar, and turpentine, which, without any dependance on the northern 
powers of Eujpope, are from hence plentifully fupplied for the ufe of the JJritifh 
flapping. _ , .. _ V 

“ This is the prefent Hate and condition of your Majefty’s province of South Caro¬ 
lina, utterly incapable of finding funds fuflicient for the defence of this wide frontier, 
and fo deftitute of white men, that even money itfelf cannot here raife a fufficient body 
of them.” The great length of this memorial prevents our making many remarks 
thereon; fome few, however, are. abfolutely requifite. 

The reader will, from hence, fee how well-timed and how well contrived, the new 
fettlement of Georgia was, in the opinion of thofe who were the bell judges; how 
juft and how prudent the precaution of the trullees in prohibiting negroes; and how 
wifely and happily for the public fervice they contrived to fend over, both from our 
own country, and other parts of Europe, white people, and Proteftants, by which they 
Effe&ually provided for the fecurity of all the northern colonies behind it; which, when¬ 
ever this country comes to be thoroughly peopled, as it may be in a very few years time 
in days of peace, if due attention be had thereto, will be fuch a barrier, as neither Spa¬ 
niards nor French can ever break through, and confequently will for ever put|gjgpnd 
to thofe terrors and apprehenfions, that are fo ftrongly and fo emphatically expreaed 
in the foregoing paper. But to proceed in our hiftory. , 

In the •month of January, 1735, the Highlanders arrived in Georgia (and with them 
fcvqjplttfthe fa^jie country, as fervants to private grantees). They were fettled on th# 
Alaramaha xiver/ibout lixieen miles diftant by water from the iflaad of St. Simon, 

which 
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which is at the month of the river. They foon raifed convenient huts till their houfes 
could be built ,; and the town, at their own defire, was called Darien, which name that 
diftri£t ftill retains; but the town which they afterwards built they thought fit to cadi' 
New Invemefs. 

On the 6th of February following the great embarkation, under the direction of Mr. 
Oglethorpe, arrived, and the people were fettled upon the ifland of St. Simon. The 
Creel% Indians, who came down upon this occafion, in confequence of their claiming 
a right to the country, were treated with, and agreed, that the Englilh fhould poffefs 
that, and all the iflands adjacent, which necefiary ftep being taken, the town of Frede¬ 
rica was foon laid out, and the people fet to work in building houfes. . When I call this 
the great embarkation, it feems but reafonable that I fhould exprefiPthe number of’per- 
fons fent over, which were four hundred and feventy; and it is likewife fit to fay fome- 
thing of the ifland upon which they were fettled. In point of fituation, a better could 
hardly be wiflied for in that part of the world, lying, as it does, at the mouth of a very 
fine river; the fizo of it too was very convenient, being about forty-five miles in ex¬ 
tent, the foil rich and fruitful, full of oak and hickery trees, intermixed with meadows 
and old Indian fields. 

As icon. as this fettlement was made, care was taken for its fecurity, and for the for¬ 
tifications of the fouthern barrier, with which view a regular fortrefs, flrengthened by 
four bullions and a fpur-work, towards the river, was creeled at Frederica, and feveral 
pieces of camion mounted thereon ; a ftrong battery was alfo raifed for the protection 
of Iekyll Sound, where ten or twelve forty-gun fliips may fafely ride. Another fort 
was built on the South-well part of Cumberland Ifland, where are feveral pieces of 
cannon pointed towards the river, fo as to command all Hoops and finall craft navigating 
that paflfage; within the pallifade which furrounds the fort there are fine fprings of 
water, and likewife a well framed timber-houfe, with large and convenient magazines 
under it for ammunition anti provifions. But while fo much care was taken of the 
fouth frontier, agreeable, as it was conceived, to the defign of the parliament’s grant, 
and the prayer of the before-mentioned memorial, the northern part of,the colony was 
not i&gletted, fince orders were given tor erecting a fort at Augufla, a place fituated 
oil the river Savannah, which is now become a very thriving place; where the traders 
with the Indians, from South Carolina and Georgia, refort, on account of its con- 
veniency for that purpofe; and where there are large warehoufes l'urniflied with fuch 
goods as the Indians want, the deer Ikins taken in exchange being fent two hundred and 
thirty miles down the river, to the town of Savannah, in boats, which carry each about 
nine thoufand weight* It may be eafily conceived from hence, how neceifary a thing 
it was to have a good fort here, which was both eretled and garrifoned at the expence 
of the trullees for fome time; and a horfe-road was made from thence to the town of 
Savannah one way, and to the dwellings of the Cherokee Indians, who live above the 
town of Augufla, the other. By thefe precautions the trade of both colonies, with 
thefe Indians, was^facilitated, and the country on that fide fecured againll any fudden 
attempts of an enemy, which was all that could be exported in fo Ihort a time, and in 
a trad of land, in comparifon of the colony, *of fo large an extent. 

T^Whe prefence of Mr. Oglethorpe contributed greatly to the fettling and prefervation 
of thrimlony; which was already become confiderable enough, not only to draw the 
attention, t but to excite the jealoufy of the Spaniards; who, without all queilion, 
Should have been glad to have overpowered, and driven out, thefe new-con e neigh¬ 
bours, if it had been a thing in their power ; *andif they had not been apprehend of 
the ill ^qnfequences that mint have attended ' the breaking dpt pf a war between the 
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-two nations, on account of the difputes between thefe frontier provinces; which cir- 
cumftances were fo well improved by Mr. Oglethorpe, and the Indians who had entered 
' into friendfhip with the new fettlement were fo ftrongly attached to the Englifh intereft, 
that the governor of St. Auguftin, upon mature deliberation, found it more expedient 
to After into a negociation, and to endeavour to conclude an amicable agreement with 
the Englifh colony; which Mr. Oglethorpe alfo knowing to be very convenient for the 
fecurity of Georgia, he negotiated, and concluded a treaty, upon very juft and rea- 
fonable, as well as fafe and advantageous terms; as will appear from the following 
copy of the treaty itfelf, and the powers by him given for concluding and figning it. 

“ To Charlfes Dempfey, Efq. 

“ I have impowtied you, by procuration, dated the 23d of June, 1736, to treat 
and conclude, concerning certain matters of importance, relating to thefe provinces, 
with his Excellency Don Francifco del Moral Sanches, captain general of Florida, 
and governor of St. Auguftin, and the council of war of the faid garrifon; and having, 
fince the dates of thefe letters, received advice from the governor of St. Auguftin, as 
alfo a trieffage from his Excellency Don Juan Francifco Geumes de Horcafitas, major 
general in his Catholic Majefty’s fervice, captain general of theifland above, and gover¬ 
nor of Havanna, by Don Antonio de Arredondo, they both impowering him to treat 
concerning the faid matters, I do hereby impower, conftitute, and appoint you, to treat, 
conclude, and fign the following articles; and deliver the fame unto the governor and 
council of St. Auguftin, they figning, fealing, and interchanging the faid articles. 

“ Firft, That his excellency the governor of St. Auguftin, fhall reftrain his Indians, 
fubjefts to the king of Spain, from committing any hoftilities upon the fubjetis of the 
King of Great Britain. I will reftrain the Indian fubjetis to the King of Great Britain 
in this province, from any hoftilities upon the fubjetis of his Catholic Majefty. 

“ Secondly, That in refpeti to the nations of free Indians called Creeks, I will ufe 
my utmoft amicable endeavours, upon any reafonable fatisfatiion given them, to pre¬ 
vail with them to abftain from any hoftilities whatfoever, with the fubjefts of his Catho¬ 
lic Majefty. 

“ Thirdly, That with refpefl; to the fort built on the ifland of St. G ( eorge, I will draw 
off that garrifon, together with the artillery, and all other things by me ported there; 
provided that none of his Catholic Majefty’s fubjeds, nor any other perfon, fhall inhabit, 
people, or fortify the faid ifland; provided alfo, that no prejudice fhall arife to the 
right of the king my Mafter, to the faid ifland, nor to any other dominions or claim 
that his Britannic Majefty hath upbn this continent. But that his right fhall remain to 
the faid ifland, and to all other places whatloever; as if the faid garrifon had never 
been withdrawn; and the faid garrifon fhall withdraw within fourteen days after the 
ratification of thefe articles. 

* f Fourthly, I will agree with his excellency the governor of St. Auguftin, and the 
council of war. That his Britannic Majefty’s fubjetis, under my command, fhall not 
tnoleft, in any manner whatfoever, any of his Catholic Majefty’s. fubje&s, provided 
that his Catholic Majefty’s fubjects do not moleft any of his Britannic Majefty’s fubjetis, 
oor his allies. # 

Fifthly, That concerning any differences that have or fhall arife, concemi^f# the 
limits of the refpeQive government and dominions of the two crowns, fuch differences 
fhall remain undecided, till the determination of the refpe&ive courts; and that the 
fubieSs <ff each crown here, fhall remain in profound peace, aad not in any mannetk 
each other, until the determination of iherefpe&ive courts on this fubjeS. 

** Laftly, 
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' ** Laftly, That Ho perfon {hall be received from any garrifon in. ether goyemtoent, 
without a phffpsrt from the governor to whom fuch perfons belong. y 

'•* Given under my hand and feal, atFrcderica in Georgia, the 27th day of 
September, 1736. 

“ ‘By the power to me given, by His Excellency James Oglethorpe, Efq. governor 
and director-general of the new colony of Georgia, by his excellency’s procuration, 
bearing date the 27th day of October, in rhe tenth year of the reign of our fovereign 
lord George the Second, by the grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, &c. and in the year of our Lord 1736: I do hereby con¬ 
firm and ratify the above articles, with his excellency Don Francifcqrdfcl Moral Sanches 
Villegas, captain-general and governor of St. Auguftin of Florida, hnd with the coun¬ 
cil of war of the faid garrifon of St. Auguftin; as witnefe my hand and feal, this 26th 
day of October, 1736.” 

The counter-part of this treaty, executed by the governor of St. Auguftin, by the 
advice, and with the confent, of a council of war, was certified by Bartholomew Niotto, 
notary-public, and I have it before me; but as it contains only a repetition of the 
foregoing articles, it feems unneceffary to inferr it here, fince what we have already 
given the reader very fufficiently explains the nature of this treaty: but it feems the 
governor of St. Auguftin was not in the fecret of the court; for the Spanilh miniftry 
at home were very far from being defirous that a fair correspondence fhould be efta- 
blilhed between the two colonies. On the contrary, they aimed at obliging us to defift 
from our defign of fettling the colony of Georgia; and with this view Sir Thomas 
Geraldino, on the ill of September, prefented a memorial to his grace the duke of 
Newcaftle, in which, among other things, he was pleafed to fay, It is indifputable, 
that the colony of Georgia was fettled upon his mafter’s dominions; fo that a plainer 
proof cannot be had, that the Spaniards were determined, if poffible, to pblige the 
crown of Great Britain to give up this fettlement. 

But as it was not very probable, that we fhould be induced to do this by Sir Thomas 
Geraldino’s memorials, the Spanilh miniftry were contriving to do it by'force, and by 
tranfporting troops into the Spanilh Florida, from the adjacent illand of Cuba, and 
other parts of their'dominions. It is true, that thefe orders were moftly given before 
they had any intelligence of the provifional treaty concluded between the governor of 
St. Auguftin and Mr. Oglethorpe j but when they did know of k, they were fo far 
from laying afide their former defign, or even from fufpending it, that they highly 
^approved of the governor’s behaviour in that particular, the rather, perhaps, became a: 
was altogether inconfiftent with their own projects and pretenfions. It is alfo very 
probable, that as the Spanilh councils were at that time wholly guided by thofe of 
France, this might contribute not a little to their forming views of expelling us from 
Georgia, which the French, without doubt, confider as equally dangerous to them 
and their fchemes, or rather more fo, than to the Spaniards, who, on their fide, have 
much more reafon tp be offended with the French fettlements on the river Milfiflippi, 
than at our new colony of Georgia. But be this as it will, the preparations they made 
were iii their nature foopen and extraordinary, that it was *iot long they could be con- 
oeale^pom our governors, and other officers in the Weft Indies, whofe duty it was to 
pbferve, and tranfmit intelligence hither of things of that nature. 

Tha lieutenant-governor of South Carolina, having heretofore acquaint^ thetruftees 
V* a letter, dated fronqMbe council-chamber in Charles Town, the 7th df Februwjr, 
1036.7* That he h»d«eceived advice from Commodore Dent, of preparations m&dHy 
tfaSp^fiaeds at St. Auguftin and the Havanna, in, order fo make an attack on the 
vou xn. ■ 3 n cdkjny 
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colony of Georgia; *®nd the truftees having, in a memorial to his Majefty,^£et forth the 
inabilitylof the colony to prated themfelves againft fuch«a force as was preparing at 
the Havanna and St. Auguftin; his hfej^fty was gracioufly pleafed to order a regiment 
of fix hundred effedive men to be railed, and fent to Georgia, fipr the defence and 
prdtfedion 6 f it. 

As an encouragement for the foldiers good behaviour, the truftees refolved to give 
each of them a property in the colony; and therefore made a grant in truft,'for an 
allotment of five acres of land?#) each 1‘oldier of the regimenf, to cultivate for his own 
uie and benefit, and to hold the fame during his continuance in his Majefty’s fervice. 
And for a further-encouragement, they refolved, that each foldier who at the end of 
feven years fervice, from the time of his enlifting in the regiment, fliould be defirous 
of quitting his Majefty’s fervice, and fhould have his regular difeharge, and would fettle 
in the colony, fliould, on his-commanding officer’s certificate of his good behaviour, 
be entitled to a grant of twenty acres of land. 

The parliament having taken into confideration the great expences which the truftees 
.had been at in making roads through the province, and the fevcral fortifications in it,, 
and the prefents made to the Indians to engage them firmer in the Britilh intereft, and 
likewife the preparations that were making by the Spaniards in order to tal^e or diftrel’s 
the colony ; granted thereupon for this year the fum of twenty thoul'and pounds, for 
the further fettling and fecuring the colony, the truftees made another embarkation, 
which confifted chiefly of perfecuted German Proteftants. 

In confequence of fo confiderable an augmentation of people, all the towns laid out 
in Georgia began to be improved, and to receive confiderable fupplies; and fo mindful 
they were of their fecurity, that even at Savannah, which was leaft expofed to danger, 
they traced out, and began to build, a confiderable fort; and in all the frontier places, 
the utmoft care was taken to put the fortifications into the beft pofture of defence that 
the circumftances of the province would allow. On the arrival of the regiment, of 
which Mr. Oglethorpe was appointed colonel, he diftributed them in the propereft 
manner for thie fervice of the colony ; but notwithftanding this was of great eafe,to the 
truftees, and a vaft fecurity to the inhabitants, yet Colonel Oglethorpe ftiil kept up 
the fame difeipline, and took as much care to form and regulate the inhabitants with 
refpect to military affairs as ever. He provided, likewife, different corps for different 
fervice!; fome for ranging the woods; others, light-armed, for fudden expeditions; 
and he likewife provided veffels for fcouring the fea-coafts, and for gaining intelligence. 
In all which fervices he gave at the fame time his orders and his example; there being 
nothing he did not, which he dire&ed others to do ; fo that if he was the firft man in the 
colony, his pre-eminence was founded upon old Homer’s maxims: he was the moil 
fatigued, and the firft in danger, diftinguiftied by his cares and his labours, not by any 
exterior marks of grandeur, more eafily difpenfed with, fince they were certainly 
needlefs. r ' 

The Arid attention fhewn by the truftees for their infant fettlement was fo .remark¬ 
able, and their pun&uality in fupplying what was neceffary, fo generally known 
throughout America, that itgWas not long before it created fome inconvenience fiom the 
addrefs of fuch as were defirous of turning fuch inftances of public fpirit to their private 
a<ffca#6tge; for feveral merchants, and captains of fhips, had, for their own intereft, 
carried^into the colony from New York and other places, large cargoes of- provifions, 
&Cyg^W,jpd r t of which (to fave merchants from Ioffes) were t^ten at the ftore, with- 
dHlK. authority from the s truftees, andap expence crea^ thereby, which the 
trlftecrcoidd Hot <dti|nate, nor have ability to difeharge, and for vhieja, certified 
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accounts were returned to them ; and therefore the truftees publHKed an advertifefnenc 
in the Lqpdon Gazette, and ordered it to be publifhed in the South Carolina Gazette^ 
and to be affixed on the doors of the ftore-houfes at Savannah and Frederica, that out 
of a due regard to public credit they had refolved, That all expences which they had 
ordered, or fhould order, to be made in America, for the ufe of the colony, fliould be 
defrayed and paid for in Georgia, in Sola bills of exchange only, under their feal; and 
they gave nonce, that no perfon whatfoevcr had any authority from them, or in their 
name, or on their account, to purchafe of receive any* largo of provifions, ftores, or 
neceffaries, without paying for them in the faid Sola bills. 

Yet they were as ready as ever in expending money, where it w^tfccefiary and fer- 
viceabii to the colony ; for upon a petition of one Abraham de Lyon, a freeholder of 
Savannah in Georgia, That he had expended a great fiun in the cultivation of vines, 
which he had carried from Portugal, and had brought to great perfection •, and feveral 
certificates being produced of his great improvements, and of the goodnefs of his grapes, 
and their thriving in the molt barren lands in the province, the truftees affifted him to 
proceed in his improvements. But, to be the more able to fupply thefe expences, they 
took care to be frugal, where it was practicable. And the fccurity of the colony being 
provided for by the regiment lent over by his Majcfty, the parliament gave eight thou- 
fand pounds for the further fettling the colony ; therefore the truftees? fent over an efti-. 
mate of all the expences which they allowed to be made in the province; by which feve¬ 
ral military expences which they had been engaged in for the defence of the colony, 
and which were very great, were reduced. 

In the year 1738 the truftees lent over the Reverend Mr. Norris to Frederica, with a 
falary of 501. a-year, and orders that a houfe fhould be built for him, and another 
provided for the performance of public worffiip, till fuch time as a church could be 
erefted. But while their cares were thus employed, they met with fome interruption 
from unforefeen accidents, both without and within the province: in rcfpcft to the 
former, the afiembly of South Carolina, having the laft year pafi’ed an ordir^nce for 
raifingj a fum to indemnify their traders, in oppofition to the aft, which-'was approved 
of byliis Majcfty iy council, for maintaining the peace with the Indians in the province 
of Georgia; upon a memorial from the truftees, complaining of the faid ordinance; 
and upon the petition of the council and afiembly of South Carolina, againft |he faid 
aft, there was a folernn hearing before the lords commiffioners for trade and plantations; 
and afterwards before a committee of the lords of his Majefty’s privy council: where¬ 
upon his Majefly was pleafed to order, that the faid* ordinance of afiembly of South 
Carolina fhould be repealed, and declared void; and was pleafed to fend an inftruftion 
to the truftees, to prepare a proper aft, or ordinance, for fettling the trade, carried on 
by the provinces of South Carolina and Georgia with the Indians, on luch a footing, 
as might be for the, mutual benefit and fatisfaftion of both provinces. And his Majefly, 
at the fame time, was gracioufly pleafed to give an inftruftion to Samuel Horfey, Efq. 
governor, and lieutenant-general of South Carolina, to recommend to the council and 
afiembly there, to pafs a law for that purpofe, in that province. But Samuel Horfey, 
Efq. .dying* foon after, and no other governor having fincesgone to South Carolina, that 
affaifrjfemained unfettled. The truftees immediately fent to Colonel-Oglethorpe a copy 
jbf his Majefty’s inftruftions, and defired that he would confult with Lieutenant-Gover¬ 
nor Bull m South Carolina j that plans of proper afts might be prepared,.and fent over 
to* the truftees, for thiit confideration, in order to anfwer the purpofes off 'sMakftv’s 
mftitaftions; andtha^ fo* the mean tune, the comifttfjbneiii of South Caroltnflpd 
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the commiffioners^tf Georgia, might proceed in their refpeftive provinces, in concert 
with eadh other, to carry on a mutual trade to the Indians in both provinces. 4 

In reference to the other fources of disturbance and domeftic difquiets, they were of 
different kinds; but the greateft was owing to a number of perfone enjoying the bene* 
votflce due to the colony, without any real merit in themfelves, or juft title thereto ; 
for which, however, a remedy was fpeedily provided. The truftees, both by their 
letters and inftruftions to the magistrates, had conftantly exhorted and encouraged the 
people to a cultivation of theidpnds, on which they were to depend for their fupport; 
and as they found that many (as well of thofe whom they had fent over as objects of 
charity, as of others, who at different times had gone into the country from other colo¬ 
nies, for their temporary maintenance) ftill continued in their idlenefs, and''Were a 
burden upon the truftees; they gave orders for ftriking off the ftore, all fuch as having 
had time to cultivate their lands had neglected it. This carried from the colony many 
of thofe who had gone thither, or joined it from other parts of America, to gain a 
fubfiftence jfor a year or two, and of others who had not confidered the hardfhips 
attending the firft fettlement of a country, and were weary of their labour. The truf¬ 
tees receiving an account, dated February 12, 1738, from their fecretary of the pro¬ 
vince, of an uneafmefs among feveral perfons, upon the tenor of their lots being con¬ 
fined to heirs male; and they, confidering that the colony had been fome time efta- 
blifhed, the people grew more numerous, and a regiment befog ftationed in it, for its 
defence, whereby the former tenures became Ids ncceffarydid, on the 15th of 
Mhrch following, at their anniverfary meeting, rolhlve, that in default of iffue male, 
the legal poffeffor of land might, by a deed in writing, or by his lalt will and teftament, 
appoint his daughter as his fucceffor, or any other female relation; with a provifo that 
the fucceflor fhould, in the proper court in Georgia, perfonally claim the lot granted 
and devifed within eighteen months after the death of the grantor or devifor. This was 
foon after extended to every legal poffeffor being impowered to appoint any other perfon 
as his fucceffor. 

The jmldeft^ovemmrats are often but too fubjeft to difeontents; and though the 
whole ltudy of the truftees was to make their people as eafy in their private capacities, as 
their duty to, and concern for, the public, would permit; yet this did not hinder 
ignorant and malicious perfons, who either could not, or would not, comprehend the 
true interefts of the colony, from endeavouring to raife frefh difturbances, for the fake 
of obtaining what they thought might be of fervice to them; and which, if they had 
judged rationally, they mull: have perceived would have turned to their ruin. In fhort, 
part of the people fettled in Georgia, fent over a memorial to the truftees, complaining 
of the want of a fce-fimple in their lands, and of not being permitted the ufe ol negroes. 
But thofe who were fettled on the fiontier, and confequently moft expofed to the Spa¬ 
niards and others, who, by their own induftry, had improved theijt plantations, fo a8 
to draw from them a comfortable fubfiftence, fent over a contrary memorial; in which 
they reprefented the difadvantages and dangers that would arile from the permiffion 
of negroes. > 

It hkewife fell out, that at the very time fome of the people of Savannah tpre fo 
datnorcus for negroes (for feventy-five land and freeholders, of whom fifty-t’^ft^effc 
fradJoljlers, did not apply for them), the province of South Carolina was under frtf* 
quent j$irms, t upon account of the negroes there. They had intelligence that a corti 
fpiragy Was formed by the negroes m South Carolina to rife, atfcd forcibly make fk®* 
waWfo oflhe province, to put themfelves under the prote&iffl* ef the Sparitardk; vfob 
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had proclaimed freedom to all tfrat fhould run to them from their others. This con- 
fpiracy was difcovered at Wiivyaw, the moll northern part of that proving from 
whence as the negroes mud bend their courie, itargued, that the other parts of the 
province mu ft be priyy to it, and that the riling was to he univerfal; whereupon the 
whole province were upon their guard; the number of negroes in South Carolina beShg 
computed to be about forty thoufand, and the number of white men, at moft, not 
above five thoufand. As fperal negroes, who were employed in Perryauguas, and 
other like £raft (which they carried off with them) had|j|ken the benefit of the Spa¬ 
niards proclamation, and gone to St. Auguftin, the government of South Carolina fent 
a folenm deputation to demand their Haves. This deputation confined, of Mr. Braith- 
waite, a member of the council; Mr. Rudlidge, one of the afiemblyy and Mr. Binian, 
clerk of the affemblv. But the governor of St. Auguftin, though in time of profound 
peace, peremptorily refufed to deliver them up; and declared he had orders to receive 
all 1 'uch as fhould come thither, and protect them. Upon this, and the petitions which 
were fent from the Highlanders at Baric-n, and the Salzburgers at Ebenezer, repre- 
fenting the danger and the inconvenience of the introduction of negroes; the truftees 
lent, under their feal, an anfwgr to the rcprcfentation from feme of the inhabitants of 
Savannah. 

In this anfwer, which is dated June the 20th, 1739, the truftees lpy, tc That they 
fhould deem themfelves very unfit for the truft repoied in them by their Majefly on 
their behalf, if they could be prevailed on by any fuch irrational attempt, to give up a 
conftitution framed with the greatefl>caution, for the prefervation of liberty and pro¬ 
perty ; and of which the laws againft the ufe of Haves, and for the entail of lands, are 
the iureft foundations; and the truftees are the more confirmed in their opinions of 
the unreafonablenefs of this demand, and that they have received notions from Darien, 
and the other parts of the province, representing the inconvenience and danger which 
muff arife to the good people of the province, from the introduction of negroes; and 
as the truftees themfelves are fully convinced, that befides the hazards attending of that 
introduction, it would deftroy all induftry among the white inhabitants,jand that, by 
giving them a power to alien iheir lands, the colony would foon be too like its’Wigh- 
bours, void of white inhabitants, filled with blacks, and reduced to be the precarious 
property of a few, equally expofed to domeftic treachery, and foreign invafion; and 
therefore the truftees cannot be luppofed to be in any difpofition of granting this requeft $ 
and if they have not before this, fignified their diilike of it, their delay is to be imputed 
to no other motives but the hopes they had conceived, that time and experience would 
bring the complainants to a better mind. And the ti uftecs readily join iflue with thein, 
in their appeajLyo pofterity, who (hall judge between them, who were their belt friends, 
thofe who endeavoured to preferve for them a property in their lands, by tying up the 
hands of their unthrifty progenitors, or they who wanted a power to mortgage or alien 
them ? Who were the belt friends to the colony, thofe who, with great labour and coft, 
had endeavoured to.form a colony of his Majefty's fubje&s, and perfecuted Proteftants 
from other partsaof Eqxope; had placed them on a fruitful foil, and ftrove to fecure 
them ig their poueftions by thofe arts, which naturally tend, to keep the colony full of 
nMu|«id induftrious people, capable both to cultivate and defend.it; or thofe, who 
to gratify the greedy and ambitious views of a few negro-merchants; would put it into 
their powea to become foie owners of the province, by introducing their baneful com¬ 
modity; whicn it is known, by fad experience, has brought our neighbour colq* 
nies to the brink of ruin, ©y driving outfi^ir whitn i#||^tapts^ who were thfth ii,<1 ^ 
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and ftrength, toWake room for black, who are now becpme the terror of their unadvised 
mafters.” 

The truftees had great reafon |pr proceeding (as they did in this refpeft; fince among 
tfte,perfofis to whom grants were made, in order to their fettling at their own ex¬ 
peace in the colony, fome never wen£ over to take them up, or to fettle at all; others 
were gentlemen of Carolina, who neglefted the profecution of their grants, and never 
fo much as defired to have their lands laid out; and of $e reft, fevcral had quitted 
their plantations, and the laborious life of planters, to go and refide more at their eafe 
at Savannah; wliere, by the exercife of their feveral trades and profeflions, they 
brought many jof their people in debt; and betides all this, horfe-races and other 
diversions were ft*' on foot, and fuch a fpirit of idlcnefs began to prevail, as very cafily 
accounted for their eagernefs in defiring to have negroes granted them; and plainly 
fhewed with what fatal confequencec it mud have been attended, if the truftees had not 
remained firm to their firft refolutions, and had not given fuch an anfwer as fhewed 
they were jrefolved to preferve that fpirit in the c%lony upon which it was fettled, and 
which could alone render it worth that care, which had been hitherto taken of it by the 
public. However, to make the people as eafy and contented as they could, they 
publifhed an advertifement in the London Gazette, the 8th of September, 1739, and 
other papers, which were continued for feveral days, and ordered it to be publifhed in the 
South Carolina Gazette; that they had refolved to enlarge their grants on failure of 
iffuemale, and to make a certain provifion for the widows of the grantees, in the 
following manner, viz. that the lands already graited, and fuch as fliould hereafter be 
granted, fhould, on failure of ilfue male, defeend to the daughters of fuch grantees; and 
in cafe there fhould be no iffue male or female, that the grantees might devife fuch 
lands; and for want of fuch devife, that fuch lands fhould defeend to their heirs at law, 
with a provifo that the poffeflion of the perfon who fhould enjoy fuch devife, fliould not 
be increafed to more than five hundred acres; and that the widows of the grantees 
fhould hold and enjoy the dwelling houfe, garden, and one moiety of the lands their 
hufband fhould di e poffefTed of, for, and during the term of their lives. The ittuftees 
direft^d in the advertifement, that thofe who intended to have the benefit given them, 
^fhould enter their refpective claims, in order that proper grants and conveyances in the 
law might be forthwith prepared and executed for that purpofe; and that no fee or re¬ 
ward was to be taken for the entering any fuch claim, direftly or indireftly, by znj 
perfon or perfons whatfoever. It appears clearly from thefe conceflions, how very 
defirous the truftees were of giving the people, fettled in Georgia, all imaginable fatif- 
faftion, confiftent with the fcheme they had formed of fecuring thefe lands to the aftual 
planters, and thereby prevent thofe inconveniencies, to which others, particularly the 
fouthera colonies were liable, and which would have been fo much the more fatal 
ki a colony, the chief inducement to eftablifh which, was the making a ftrong 
frontier. ’ 

9. The French, who by degrees grew more and more uneafy fit the fettlement of 
Georgia, and our intercoprfe with the Indians, began to make uije of ey^ry method they 
could devife, in order to create differences and jealoufies between u£ and the Qreeks, 
which was no fooner known, than it greatly alarmed, not only the people fiJttfed 4 ft 
G&oubo, but the whole province of Carolina, from a juft fenfe of the danger they 
fcoulft ite m, if the French, either by their artifices or prefents, fhould draw over the 
Greek to their party, as appears by their applicationr Wh to Tlolonel Og# 

* at to the government at home*;, Upon this Mr. Qglethorpe* thought it 
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neceflary to enterinto a clofe ajliance with this nation; and therefore refolved upon a 
journey to the Coweta town, though at the diftarfce of no lefs than five hundred mite 
|ram Frederica, where he then was, and through a cbuntry very little known to, and 
very difficult for Europeans to travel. He provided him, However, with horfes and 
prefent* fit for the purpofe; fet out for that j^ace, and after a painful and fatiguing 
j s ourney, reached it in fafety, where he was received by theindians with all imaginable 
marks of friendIhip and re|pe&; and where he had an opportunity of conferring, not 
only with the chiefs of all the tribes of this nation, but alfo with the deputies of the 
Choftaws and Chickefaws, who lie'between the Englifh and French fettlements, and 
who had fent their deputies thither with that view. The confequence of this meeting 
was, the making a new, more full, and explicit treaty with the lower ' Creeks than the 
former; which was of fo great confequence that Colonel Bull, lieutenant-governor of 
Carolina, declared that if the Creeks could be fecured, they? fhould be under no 
apprehenfions from the intrigues of the French with the other nations ; and, that this 
was effe&ually done, the reader will perceive from the perufal of the treaty then con¬ 
cluded with that nation; of which the following is a copy from an inftriiment, con¬ 
taining,the exemplification of the laid treaty, under the feal of the province of Georgia, 
with all the neceflary certificates from the magiftrates indorfed thereupon ; and which 
ought therefore to be confidared as the mod* authentic evidence of .that gentleman’s 
diligence, zeal and fuccefs, in the fervice of his country, and of the Britilh colonies in 
America. 

Proceedings of the affembled Eftates of all the Lower Creek Nations, held on Saturday, 
the 11 tit day of Augult, Anno Domini 1739. 

“ By powers from His Moll Sacred Majefty George the Second, by the grace of God 
King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, &c. General James Oglethorpe being ap¬ 
pointed commiflioner, was prefent in the behalf of his Majefty, and opened the aflembly 
by a fpeech. There were alfo prefent at the faid afleinbly of eftates, the mico, or king 
of the Cowetti town; Chicklcy Ninia, mico of the faid town ; Malachio, micofTon or 
Brim, late emperor'd the Creek nation, and the chief men and warriors of the Coweta 
towns; the mico or chief king of the Cuflitas; and Scilkeligo, mico, next to the 
king of the Cuflitas ; Ifkeigo,. third chief man of the Cuflitas, and the other chief men 
and warriors of the faid town and alfo Ocakchapakho, and the chief men of the town 
of Polachuchulas; Kolatto, chief war-captain, and other chief men and warriors; being 
deputies, fent with full powers to conclude all things neceflary for the faid town. 
Tawmawme, |nico of the Ufawles, with feveral other chief men and warriors; being 
deputies fent with full powers to conclude al! things neceflary for the faid town. 
Metalchekq, war-captain of the Echetees, with feveral other chief men and warriors ; 
Deing deputies fent with full powers to conclude all things for the faid town. Neathacklo, 
chief man of Ofcqchees, with feveral other chief men and warriors, fent with full 
powers to concede all things for the faid town. Occull&yeche, chief man of the 
Checaws, with feveral other chief men and warriors; being deputies fent with full 
jppwen to conclude all things for th# faid town. Howwawge Thalacko, chief man 
of the Oxmulges, with feveral other chief men and warriors; being deputies fent with" 
Powers to conclude all things for the faid town. The mico, or chief king of the 
Xjfcccouys, witlFfeveral obfefcmen and warriors, having full powers to conclude allthingf 
for the fludtpwn. ..Ne*$iicw|o, atfecond chief man of tbe.Swades, with feveral whuMeM- 
men an4. vruxiogg ^.jbete^deputies fed! full ppv^W , '' i »oncl!ude all things 
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laid tom Tfcmid eftates being folemnly hold, and opened at toe great rnuare in ps 
town of Coweta, and adjourned from thence to the town Cuffitas; and toe deputies 
having drank black drink together, according to the ancient cuftpm of Jtjaeir nation 
(being a religious form tranfmitted down by their anccftors), the whole eftates decked,' 
by a general confent without one negative, that they adhered in their ancient love to 
the long of Great Britain, and to their agreements made in the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and thirty-three, with the truftecs for eftablifhing the colony of Georgia in 
America; a counter-part of which agreement was then delivered to each«town; and 
the deputies of the feve ral towns produced the fame ; and farther declared, that all 
the dominions, territories and lands, from the river Savannah, to the river St. John’s, 
and all the i{lands between the faid rivers; and horn the river St. John’s to tile bay 
Appallache, within which are all he nppall.iche old in Ids; and from the faid bay of 
Appallache to the mountains ; doth by anciun light b long to the Creek nation, and 
they have maintained pofleflion of the laid riujit, ig.unft al* oppofers by war; and can 
fhew the heaps of bones of their enemies Haiti by • h< m in defence of the faid lands. 
And the faid eftates further declare, that the Creek nation hath for ages, had the pro¬ 
tection of the kings and queens of England, and that the Spaniards, nor no other 
nation, have any right to any of the faid buds, and that they will not fufi'er them, or 
any other perfqn, except the truffees tor ella’blifhing the colony of Georgia in 
America, to fettle on the find lands. And they do acknowledge, by the grant 
they have already rnadi ’o tn* tultecs for cftabliitiing a colony of Georgia in 
America, all the lands upon tha Savannah ri .r, lar ;r the river Ogeeche; and all 
the lands along the fea coafL, as far the rn< j r St. Joan’s, and as high as the tide flows, 
and all the iflands as far as the faid river, particularly the ifhnds of Frederica, Cum¬ 
berland, and Amelia, to which they have given the names of his Majefty’s family, out 
of gratitude to him. But they declare, that they did and do referve to the Creek 
nation, all the land from Pipemakes Bluff, to Iiavannah and the iflands of St. Catharina, 
Offebaw, and Sappalo. And they further declare, that the faid lands are held by the Creek 
nation as tenants in common. And the faid commiflioner doth declare, that the pnglifh 
g&all ri8t enlarge, or take up any other lands exce| t thefe granted as*above Tby the 
PCreek Indian nation to the truffees; and doth promife and covenant, that he will 
punifh any perfon that fhall intrude upon the faid lands which the Creek nation hath re* 
ferved as above. Given under my hand and feal this 2 ill day of Auguft, at the Cowetft 
town, 1739. “ James Oglethorpe.” 

• • « ,• ' . • 

At this diftance, it is a very difficult if not impracticable thing, to give the reader a 

dear and diftinft intelligence o r the difficuliks furmounted, and the advantages acquired 
by Mr. Oglethorpe’s journey, nd Ids fuc < efs in concluding this alliance ; Hve will, how* 
Oyer, endeavour to repreferit them as clearly and as fully as we can. In the firft place, 
bis making fuch a journey as thi-, gained him a great reputation «gth tne Indians} 
impreffed upon them fentiment- of deep refpect for the Englifh nation, and of par¬ 
ticular affeftion for the cqloitv of Georgia. At the fame time it'ftruck the French 
with amazement; feme of their governors of Canada had indUd mlfte confideraMo 
k^Uroeye from Quebec in order to confer with tjbe Indians, and to Conclude 
aritfe., them i but then they always thought it requifite to be well attended, and never 
mi^p^E'excurfions but at the liead of a coufiderable body of regular troupe. Where# 
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Wizard neceflary to eftablilh it. In (hort, ho found it requifite for The welfare of the 
colony which he had fettled, that they fhould be able to place an intire confidence in the 
Indians, and the Indians in them; which reciprocal confidence he a&ually procured, 1 ? 

* % reftofing himfelf entirely on their faith ; and by the treaty that he concluded 4ith U 
them. 

His coming to the Coweta town diffipated all their fears, and.extiriguilhed all their 
jealoufies; they told him fp fairly in their firll conferences. They faid it had been in- 
finuated tb them, that he was '••.nne into that country to deprive them of their land ; 
and that they had been allured, he was actually preparing to invade them ; but they 
were now convinced that thef were all ililfhoodt- .uui mluinnie..; that, he really meant 
|hem all the good they could e.-pcCt; and that in.* lead of injuring them by the fettle- 
ment he was making, it would pmve a new fccimiy to tiiem, as well as to the Englifh ; 
and put it out of the power i t. ' rnjnm.tn enemies to hurt either. For which reafon 
they were on their • -rts, ready to < > all that he could expefi from them, and were 
perfectly fatisfied the. he wouk' perform hh engagements towards them, with the like 
punctuality. There is no wonder therefore, if the French were excefiively alarmed on 
the news of this confercnc , and of the aid.,nee w hich General Oglethorpe had con¬ 
cluded ; fince they could comider ,t in m other light titan as the firll flep to a general 
confederacy with all the Indian nations that had met at, .n- 1 v.t deputies to the Coweta 
town, from whence th»"> .oroiaw many and great inconveniences to themfclves; for, 
in the firll place, this new treaty v.i.h the Creeks, dell ate i i! the meafurcs they had 
been taking, un. 'veiled ad their oefigns- n.l connec r ed that nation moj;e clofely than 
ever wdth the Knglith, which in itlelf was a very great and unlooked for dis¬ 
appointment. 

But that was not all, they clearly comprehended that by this means w r e fhould not 
only keep our old friends, but draw oil alio fonte of theirs. Of all the nations that 
bordered upon them, they are ntofl afraid of the Chickefaws, whom they look upon as 
the fiercefl and braved race of Indians in America, with whom they have never been 
upon good terms, more especially fince the year 1731, when they difeovered, or pre¬ 
tended to difeover a deiign they ’■ id toimed, to furprife and deftroy all their adVanced^ 
fettlements. They* w ere alio in a very great fear of the Chodaws, or as the Frenchni 
call them Tchoctas, both bcoaufe tin y are a very numerous nation, and are fo fituated 
Is to be able at any time, to dillnrb and dnquiet their fettlements But it foon ap¬ 
peared by experience, that the 1 w maty operated .uccefsfully, find* the governor of 
TJew York, having given information to Colonel Bull, of Carolina, of the march of a 
body of French troops, and Indians bom Oueb,-c, vim mt. v, n attack the Indians in 
friendfhip with England ; but though this pur the \y >• ol (larolina and Georgia upon 
their guard, tnere followed nothing from it: i.v t he mv n.u i.-und the Indiana well pre¬ 
pared and djfpofed to receive them, and th 1 . r li.-i,’. J from their defign, for fear if 

fhould produce a ?$eneral war, that might pn . Mini to the colonies on the Mifliflippi 
river; the people of which were pxcellivcly apprehenfive of what might happen from, 
the general confederacy of the neighbouring Indians againft them. 

*The truflees procedlled as vigoroufly as it was poihble in the execution of every part 
of theif fcheme ;^and having, with fuch unwearied diligence ,, provided for the lettle- 
nfent of a new colony, and for the fecurity of its frontiers, they began next to employ 
.tpeir fkill apd pains to promote ail kinds of improvements; and were efpecially iblicitoui 
fc&obtain from then<|} feme fpecimens of the poflibiiity of raifing, in tha»*ouatr$tlte 
coramfiditie% that wQHi .expedbed from it. They very 4 krell knew that .this required 
hard ll^pur, and %t '%Bihmg had aoqruedTo fpealking of* Irani 

vol. xu. M ' ' ' any 
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any of the coloai#in America, in many years longer than this fettlement of Georgia 
had been made. But on the other hand, they alfo knew that the Engliih nation was 
'naturally impatient; that great' fuqjs of money had been iffued for the fervice of 
thia ! 4 olony; that great expectations were had of it; and that, if nothing foon appeared', 
however certain in thenffelves, and juft in their nature, no excufes would prevail. 
They therefore recommended it to their fervants in Georgia, to ufe their utmoft (kill 
and diligence in promoting the culture of mulberry trees and filk, fo that it might be, 
at leaft, demonftrated, that they were not deceived in theft expeditions; but that in 
due time, and with reafonable encouragement, the nation might hope to fee a full 
return in that commodity, for the expence ihe had been, and muft be, at, in bringing 
the colony of Georgia to perfection. For they perfuaded themfelves, that from the 
methods they had ufcd in fending over proper perfons for the management of that 
bufmefs, their demands, with a due degree of care and diligence in their fervants, might 
be anfwered, which would afford them an anfwer to all objections. 

A parcel of raw filk was accordingly brought this year from Georgia, by Mr. Samuel 
Augfpourguer, who made an affidavit before a mafter in chancery, that he received it 
from the hands of Mr. Thomas Jones, the truflees flore-keeper at Savannah, who told 
him it was the produce of Georgia; and the faid Samuel Augfpourguer, who refided 
in the fouthem pgrt of the province, faid, that when at Savannah, he faw the Italian 
family there winding off filk from the coquons. The filk was ffiewed at the truftees 
office, to Mr. John Zacary, an eminent raw-filk merchant, and Mr. Booth, one of the 
greateft filk-wpavers in England, who declared it was as fine as any Italian filk; and* 
that it was worth, at leaft, twenty fliillings a pound. This Mr. Samuel Augfpourguer, 
who joined the colony in the beginning of the year 1736, left it in July 1739, with two 
men fervants and their children, on his plantation, and came over to obtain a grant of 
five hundred acres of land, and to get fome of his countrymen from the canton of 
Bern in Switzerland, to go with him as fervants, on his return to Georgia, in order to 
proceed more effectually in the cultivation of his lands. 

The truftees, this year, alfo took further methods for the fatisfa&ion of the people 
■in the province. They extended the tenures, by which the daughter of a grantee, or 
Skny other perfon, was made capable of enjoying, by devife, or inheritance, any quantity 
of lands which did not increafe her or his poffcffion, to more than two thoufand acres. 
A licence was alfo granted for all the prefent poft'effors of land in Georgia, to makd 
leafes of any part of their lots, for any term not exceeding three years, to any perfon 
refiding in Georgia, and who (hovld refide there, during die term of fuch leafe. A 
general releafe was likewife paffed, by which no advantage was to be taken againft any 
of the prefent poffeffors of land in Georgia, for any forfeiture incurred at any time before 
Chriftroas 1740, to the tenure or cultivation of land ; and the poffeffonf of fifty acres 
were not obliged to cultivate more than five acres thereof, in ten years from their 
grants; and thofeof under fifty acres in proportion; and the poffeflbiB of five hundred 
acres of land were not obliged to cultivate more than one hundred and twenty acres 
thereof, in twenty years from their grants; and thofe of under five hundred acres, and 
above fifty acres, in proportion, to prevent any forfeiture for $ant or cultivating the 
quantities required. Under thefe circumftances it is prefumed that ho complaint can 
B0W, with reafon, be made againft the tenure, by which the inhabitants at this time 
•fatii! 'Inter tends, fince they have more power than is generally given by marriage fettle* 
mentg, W)iK|ich the grantees are only tenants for life, incapgblf of ntbrtgaging, or 
A waking any Uilpofition by their iaft will j whereas the freeholders in 
Gwj9*8i«nw beqpme tenants in taU*genend,' and may, with the licence of tfad com* 
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njon council of the truftees, upon application made to them for that purpofe, mortage, 
or alien, and further, without application, have it abfolutely in their power, on failyrf 
of iffue in tail, to difpofe thereof by their laft will. At leaft this was all the truftees. 
thought themfelves at liberty to do, confidering the Obligation they were under to the 
public, as well as to the fettlement; and that they were as much bound to provide, 
that the nation had a juft fatisfaClion for what fhe difburfcd in favour df the colony, as 
that the inhabitants of Georgia fhould be made eafy in their fcttlements, and meet with 
fufficient encouragement to proceed with induftry in all their undertakings ; and with 
this double view, to the fervice of the public, and the welfare of the fettlement, ail their 
applications at home, and all their directions abroad, are to be referred. 

9. We have now run through the hiftory of this province for alsbvefeven years, that 
is, from the time of projecting fuch a fettlement as this on the fouth frontier of Carolina, 
to the carrying that defign into execution, and bringing the new province into fome 
tolerable degree of order; and, in the courfe of our hiftory, we have had occafion to 
obferve, from time to time, what care and circumfpe&ion has been ufed, to render 
it ufeful to thofe ends for w'hich it was intended. We have taken notice of the fenfe 
which the whole province of Carolina had c f the neceflity, as well as expedience, of 
fuch a fettlement. We have fhewn, that thofe who were fent over were difciplined in 
fuch a manner, as to be able to defend, as well as acquire, property. We have fet 
down the realons why negroes were prohibited ; and thofe rcafons very clearly prove, 
that the colony could not have anfwered any of thofe ends for which it was eftablilhed, 
if negroes had been permitted. We have given fome account, and, if the bounds of 
,of this chapter would have permitted, we fhould have given a further account, of the 
jealoufies entertained by the Spaniards and the French on account of this fettlement, 
which we conceive to b*e fo many demonftrative proofs of its utility. We have given 
the reader a large extract from the memorial of the afiembly of South Carolina, fetting 
forth, in the cleared and ftrongeft terms, the wants of that province, and the points in 
which they flood in need of alb fiance. We have fhewn, by a plain narrative, of fa&s, 
how agreeable the conduct of General Oglethorpe was to the demands of that memorial; 
and how far, by the happy fuccefs attending thofe endeavours, they have been anfwered, 
more efpeciaily by«his laft treaty with the Creek Indians, which, as we fhall have occaJ 
fion to fhew hereafter, has effectually anfwered his ends and theirs, fo as not only to 
come up to, but even to exceed and go beyond, their expectations. We have likewife, 
from time to time, exhibited the alterations that in compliance with the people’s defires, 
the truftees have thought fit to make in their conftityition, for the eafe and encourage¬ 
ment of the planters. And we have likewife given an inftance, that they have 
not been difappointed in their views as to the product of this new colony; but that 
it is both pouible and practicable to make therein as good filk as we can purchafe 
with money (which is, generally fpeaking, the cafe at prefent), from any part of the 
world. '<• 

It remains, according to the plan that wc have laid down, to give a defeription of 
this new province ih the manner it is now fettled, that the reader may fee what the 
fruits have beef! of the care and expence of the legiflature, the prudence and attention 
of t^g truftees, afid the vigilance and activity of thofe intrufted by them in the manage¬ 
ment of their affairs in this part of the world. And though^ as yet, they have not 
received fo copious and fo exaCt a defeription of their new colony as they expeCt; yet, 
from what we are epafeled to fay upon this fubjeCt, it will inconteftibly apoear, that 
much has bgen done, that many towns have been fettled,* great improvements made in 
the neighbourhood of each of them, ftfoexal foroeSaserelUd, due care taken oPthe 
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frontiers* and# Wtz word, as much'performed r as could be rationally expefted in fo 
fhort a fpaeeofrime, and all circumftances confidered. 
v The town of Savannah is about ten miles up the river Savannah. There are, befides 
waqghbufes and huts, at leaft orie hundred and thirty houfes in the town. As thefe, 
for the fake of air, and to prevent the fpreading of any fire, are built at fome diftance 
from each other, they,make feveral fpacious fquares and wide ftrects. There is a regular 
magiftracy fettled in the town, which the truftees are obliged to be at the expence of 
fupporting, till the colony arrives at fufficient ftrength toMo it. There are, in the 
town a court-houfe, a ftore houfe, a gaol, a houfe for the truftees fervants, a wharf, 
a guard-houfe, and fome other public buildings. A church is at prefent building, and 
a clergyman is fettled there. The town is excellently fituated for trade, the navigation 
of the river being very fecure, and fhips of three hundred tons can lie within fix yards 
of the town, and the worm does not eat into them. About four miles from Savannah, 
inland from the river, are the two villages, Highgate and Hamftead, which lie at about 
a mile diftance from each other ; the people fettled there apply themfclves chiefly to 
gardening, and fupply the town of Savannah with quantities of greens, and garden-fluff; 
there are twenty plantations within twenty miles round Savannah, which have each of 
them from five to thirty acres of land, ftiared. 

About fifteen miles from Savannah is a village called Abercorn ; about twenty miles 
farther up the river,is the town of Ebenezer, where the Saltiburgers are fettled with 
two minifters ; one of whom computed, that the number of his congregation, in July 
1738, confifted of one hundred and forty-fix; therefore, as the infants could not be 
reckoned in the computation, and as feven more have fincc been fent and fettled with 
them, it is believed the numbers have increafed, especially fince the town is fo healthly, 
that by a letter fent to the fociety for promoting Chriftian knowledge, by the Reverend 
Mr. Bolzius, one of the minifters at Ebenezer, dated the 26th of June 1740, he 
declared, that in a year’s time one perfon only had died, which was a child fourteen 
years old. The people are induftrious and fober, they raife not only a fufficient 
quantity of corn and other produce for their own fubfiftence; but they fell great 
quantities to thofc at Savannah, who have not been fo careful of their plantations, 
ji They have great herds of cattle, and are in fo thriving a condition that not one perfon 
has abandoned his fettlexnent, or fent over the leaft complaint about the tenures, or 
the want of negroes ; on the contrary, they in a body petitioned againft the ufe of 
negroes; and their minifters have declared, that their figning that petition was a 
voluntary aft ; and at their defire another embarkation of their countrymen, who are 
willing to go from Germany and join them, is defigned to be lent with all convenient 
fpeed. # 

About ten miles from hence, upon a river running into Savannah, is a place called 
Old Ebenezer, where is a cow-pen, and a great number of cattle for the ufe of the 
public, and for breeding. At a coniiderable diftance from hence is tne town of 
Augufta, before deferibed, which, from the great refort of traders and Indians, is in 
a. thriving condition, and is, and will be, a great proteftion to 'both the provinces 

Carolina and Georgia againft any defigns of the French. Ill the fouthern part of 
the province is the town of New Invernefs, upon the River Altamaha;* where the |Jigh- 
fenders are fettled. Aftd about twenty miles from hence, on the ifland of St. Simon# 
E^if ithe fea, is the town of Frederica, with a regular magiftracy as at Savannah, fop* 
ported syt lhe ^xpence of the truftees ; ftrong fortificlticns round the town'are almoft 
finifhed. -And at thefonth-eaft point of the ifland, are barrack*, for three hundred and 
th$% men.- There aretfetttements <%the ifiands of Ieky 1 .and jitimberlanu, which lie 
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a fmall diflance from each other to the fouthward of Frederica; aftd on the laft tw© 
for:s are built, one of which was defcrib^d before, and the other was finilhed ill 
April 1740. 

Uf)on the fouth end of the ifland it commands the Inlet of Amelia Sound, is ftrotgly 
pallifaded with flankers, and is defended by eight pieces of cannon ; barracks are built 
upon this ifbnd for two hundred and twenty men, with ftonp-houfes, which were 
finilhed in O&ober 1738. There are fix forts in the province, and a battery of can¬ 
non eroded to fecure the harbour at St. Simon’s, under which (hips may fafely 
lie. The Indians, from the prefents which they have annually received from the 
truftees, and from the jufiice and humanity with which they have been treated, are 
fecured, in the Britifh intereft, notwithlbmding the arts both of the French and Spaniards 
to feduce them. By this, South Carolina has been free from wars, in which (as the 
preamble to his Majeflv’s charter fet forth) they had frequently fuflered, and fo late 
as the year 1715 had been laid -aimed wade with fire and ftvord ; and by the 
fecurity which South Carolina received by fuch a frontier as Georgia is to it, very 
large trads of land have betn cultivated in the fouthern part of that province, 
which no perfon would venture to fettle on before ; and a great quantity of rice 
raid'd thereon. 

This is a clear proof of the injudiceoffuppofing that the nation hath hitherto received 
no advantage from this colony ; fince whatever has been gained by Carolina, in virtue 
of die protedion fhe enjoys by the fcttlement of this new province, ought to be looked 
upon and confidered as the produce of Georgia ; and though even this may not be any 
great matter hitherto, yet as it is an iuflance of the benefits to be expeded from this 
colony it ought to be kindly accepted, as an earned of better things. As to the number 
of people Cent over to, and fettled in, Georgia, within the fpace of eight years, they 
amounted to upwards of two thoufand, taking in thofe that went at their own expence, 
which, if compared with the fmall number of people that were in Carolina, alter it had 
been fettled forty years, will enable us to didinguifh between the confequences of atten¬ 
tion to private profit, and concern lor the public good: to fay the truth; of all the methods 
that have been hitherto tried, in fixing colonies in dilfant parts' of the world, this may 
very truly and on good grounds be pronounced the bell ; becaufe by it due provifion is| 
made, that the people lent over lhall all be carefully fettled and well taken care of, and 
fupported from time to time with proper fupplies ; that this care (hould not ceafe 
immediately, on their having plantations, but be continued till the people are in a 
condition to fupport themfelves. 

By this method towns are formed, not at random and by chance, but in proper 
fituations, and for good reafons ; not purely for the fake of immediate advantage, but 
with views to the general good, and future benefit of the colony. By this means, 
every Hep made by the rifing plantation may be directed to public ufe, and every meafure 
be calculated for the fervice of the mother-country; which cannot be expeded where 
grants are made to the ufe, and for the fervice, of particular people, where numbers of 
men tranfport themfelves for the fake of a better livelihood,at their own expence, or where 
people are tranlfiorted ‘nguinlt their will; fince in all thefe cafes it is to be prefumed, that 
men yrill follow the bias of their inclinations or interefts ; b.ut as in this cafe, where the 
public is at the expence, and where the management is filthified with perfons of 
diftinction for the benefit of the public, nothing of this kind can happen j they will bit 
fure to difeharge their duty, and iu proportion as the colony increafes and ifnjjvers tb$ 
ends of thofe who corapofe it, it will be likewife fure to airfare? thofe ends for which it, 
was fettled. ‘ Betides the proper laws,, 
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the fpirit originally infufed into the people, will render fuch a colony more dutiful and 
obfervant to her mother-country, than any that want thefe advantages. 

Laftly, we may be fure that in fuch a colony, the produce will be managed mod to the 
advantage of the country from whence it 4 s fettled ; as for inftance in this of which we 
are fpeaking, due care will be certainly taken that they do not run into the cultivation of 
fuch commodities as are already produced in the neighbouring colonies, but bend their 
endeavours to the promoting of fuch as have,,not been yet railed to any great advantage 
in thofe colonies, though perhaps their foil and climate were fufficiently fit for them. 
Flax, which as we have before fhewn, may be cultivated here to the greateft advantage, 
will be certainly attended to ; and fo alfo potafhes and filk, which above all things 
claim our care, of which we had formerly great hopes from Virginia ; and with a view 
of obtaining of which Carolina was actually fettled ; but in both we were difappointed 
for want of fome proper authority to dircCt a continued application in the planters 
fettled there for that purpofe, without which nothing that docs not turn to large profit 
immediately can be brought to perfection ; but in colonies fettled by truftees, their 
recommendation will go far, their authority farther enforce what they defire, and 
premiums enable them with certainty to procure fuccefs; as we fhall have occafion to 
Ihew hereafter. 

Our aim at prefent is to prove the excellency of this method of fettling, which far 
furpailes that of eftablilhing exclufive companies, as will be evident if we confider that 
they regard their own profit folely, and as foon as they have fallen into ways of pro¬ 
moting it effectually, they forget the obligation received from the public, as is but too 
evident in many cafes, and has juftly occafioned almoft a general outcry againfl fuch 
companies ; whereas a board of truftees conftituted for a limited time, infpeCt the con¬ 
cerns, and promote the welfare, of a rifing colony, and by their commifiion ceafe to 
have power over it when their care is no longer neceffary ; but as for companies, they 
keep all who belong to them continually in leading-firings, and never confider how 
trading may be made beneficial to a nation in general; but how it may be ordered fo fcs 
to become moft beneficial to themfelves. But it is time to quit thefe reflections, in order 
to refume the thread of our hiftory, and to {hew how, after a few years peace, this 
' colony became ftrong enough, not only to hold up her head and ‘preferve her being, 
but to repulfe her enemies, and prove a fecurity to all her neighbours in time of war ; 
a thing wonderful in all refpeCts, and of which pofterity will fpeak with admiration, 
though from an unaccountable negligence, and want of attention, in the prefent age, 
we are fcarce fo well acquainted with that tranfaClion as it deferves. 

ti. The government in Great Britain having, after many repeated infults and pro¬ 
vocations, found themfelves under a neceflity of obtaining fatisfaCtion from Spain by 
force, a fquadron for that purpofe was fent to the Weft Indies, and orders iffued to the 
governors of our refpedtive colonies, and others his Majefty’s officers in America, to 
annoy the Spaniards by all methods poflible. Thefe orders were received by Mr. Ogle¬ 
thorpe, in quality of general commander in chief, in the latter end of the month of 
September 1739. Whereupon he immediately confidered of ways and means for 
Nutting them in execution; in order to which he put his own regiment, and all the 
forces he could raife in Georgia, into the beft condition poflible. He fent to inform 
foe Cherokees, and other Indian allies, of the fituation that affaire were in, and to 
impowtr them to enter into the Spanifh territories. He alfo fent up to Charles Town 
to acquaint the. governor and affembly with the prefent pofture of things ; and* to 
acquaint them frith his readinefs to undertake an expedition againft St. Auguftin $ 
fcfJthe join! Jervice pf Carolina and Georgia. The plain rettfon that he was defirous 
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of beginning to a£t offenfively agairift the Spaniards was, to raife the fpirits of his own 
people, to divert the Spaniards from the defigns which they were forming to our 
prejudice, and to keep the war at the greateft diliance poffible. 

It is very clear, that front the, fituation of things in Georgia, it was altogether im- 
poffible for him to obtain a force fufficient for the execution of thefe defigns, without 
the affiftance of the province of Carolina ; and as it was of equal importance to that 
province, that thofe defigns ffiould be carried into execution, it was but reafonable for 
him to expert, that all the affiftance poffible ffiould be given him. Governor Bull, 
upon the General’s application, acquainted the afiembly of Carolina with what had been 
propofed ; and as they were very fenfibleof the importance of the undertaking, of the 
views the Spaniard^ had to their prejudice, and of the preparation they were making 
to annoy both provinces, they ffiewed a difpofition to give him what affiftance was in 
their power. 

But at the fame time that they had thefe inclinations, they could not help confidering 
the fituation of the province, which under its circumftances at that time, was very far 
from being in a condition to enter into a large expence, unlcfs there was a great proba¬ 
bility of fuccefs; by which it feems they underftood the reducing the fortrefs of 
St. Auguftin, with the ftrcngth of which, as it was a regular fortification, had always 
in it a good garrifon, and was highly confidered by the Spaniards, they were very well 
acquainted ; and they knew, beiides, that feveral former attempts upon that place had 
been difappointed. That they might act therefore in fuch a manner as might equally 
Ihew their zeal for his Majefty’s fervice, and their regard for the welfare of their confti- 
tuents, the afiembly directed, that General Oglethorpe ffiould be defired to explain 
himfclf fully, as to the nature of the affiftance he expected, and the ends he conceived 
it might anlwer, in cafe they ffiould agree to grant him the affiftance he required. 

Upon which the General, by the following letter, dated at Frederica, December the 
29th, 1739, laboured to give them all the fatisfattion that was poffible, as well in 
regard to the matters under their confuleration, as with refpeft to his own conduct, • in 
reference to the defigns he had in view, and the affiftance he expeded. This letter 
was conceived in the following terms, viz. “I fend up with this an officer to concert 
meafures for the fiege of St. Atfguftin ; it will be neceffary to have twelve cannons of®' 
eighteen pounders each, with two hundred foot foi each gun, and powder proportion- 
able ; one mortar-piece, and bombs, with powder fufficient; eight hundred pioneers, 
negroes or white men, with tools fufficient for that number of men ; fuch as fpades, 
hoes, axes, and hatchets, to dig trenches, make gabelines, and facines. If they are 
negroes, there mult be white men fufficient to guard them, and overfee them ; veffels 
and boats fufficient to carry the artillery-men, provifions, &c. We ffiall have one thou- 
fand Indians ; fix thoufand buffiels of corn will be necefiary to feed them, or rice pro¬ 
portionable $ alio as many horlemen as can be had, who may pais over the river 
Savannah, and palling the Oakmulgy, and Orony, and from thence to the ferry, on 
the river Alata, where they may pafs over into the Spaniih Florida. Captain M*Pherfon, 
or Mr. Jones of Ponpon, can ffiew them the path ; for I ffiould think the people of 
Carolina would do very well to raife a troop of rangers, under the command of Captain 
M‘Pfaerfon, who is a very good officer. Captain Warren allured me that he would be 
very willing to affift in convoying the veffels, and in carrying cannon, &c. The 
Cherokee Indians have promifed me to be down in March $ I,have not heard from the 
CUfeek nation lately, but I expert them down about the fame time, and fcsjye had * 
party of them with me for Come months. I can march four hundred men of the regi¬ 
ment, and leave fufficient for the garrifons behind l have? ordered three troops M 
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twenty men each to be raifed, but I Brave been difappointed of horfes by Captain Cuth- 
bert’s death, fo I have got yet only twelve. If the Carolina people will pay them, I 
believe they may raife fifty very good men at Purrilburg. I fhould defifc four 
months provifions’ for four hundred men of the niNtfiiment, of rice and meat, with 
boats for carrying it to St. Auguflin, at the rate or one pound of each per diem 
for each man. 1 have thirty-fix cohoros, and about eighteen hundred fhells: 
of the people of the province of Georgia Jl cannot draft many, becaufe I mud not leave 
the country naked; and, as they are poor, if they neglect their planting feafon, it will 
be difficult for them to fubfift; therefore I would only raife two hundred, which is 
equal to the number of foldiers I fhall leave behind, and this I cannot do unlefs I can 
pay them. I believe they will be content with 9I. Carolina currency per month, and 
fix pounds of meat, and fix pounds of rice, each per week, befides which there mud be 
pay to the officers. Therefore, if the affembly fhould grant me a fum fufficient to pay 
them, and the provifions, I would raife the men. This is my opinion with relation to 
the preparations for diflodging the Spaniards at St.*Auguflin, without which we cer¬ 
tainly cannot do it. The legillative power of Carolina will be the beft judges of the 
fervice it will be to them. For my own part, I think that if we do not take this happy 
opportunity of attacking St. Auguflin whil /1 it is weak, the Havanna being blocked up 
by our men of war, which renders them incapable of receiving fuccours from Cuba, 
all North America, as well as Carolina and this province, will feel it feverely. As 
fbon as the fca is free, they will fend a large body of trooDs from Cuba. You re¬ 
member the account you lent to England, of the preparations fome time fince made at 
Havanna; every thing is there ftill, and if they fhould come up and land in Florida, 
we mud then make a defenfive war, and they may then chufe who they will attack 
feparately. They may molefl all North America with their privateers, and if they can 
by any means get the flart of the men of war, they can run into fhoal-water, where 
they cannot follow them. I am willing myfelf to do all I poflibly can for annoying 
the enemy as his Majefly has ordered, and fhall fpare no perfonal labour or danger 
towards freeing Carolina of a place from whence their negroes are encouraged to 
maffacre their matters, and are openly harboured after fuch attempts. The Spaniards 
attacked the ifland of Amelia, and murdered two men'there; I, to‘return their civility, 
landed in Florida ; the Spanifh horfe with a party of negroes and Indians advanced as 
if they intended to attack us; but before they were within two miles of us went very 
faft off. Our Indians purfued them to their forts, and killed one of the negroes who 
had run away from Carolina, within a few miles of St. Auguflin. I hope you wiljl 
excuie this long letter, and believe me to be, &c.” 

It is very clear from this letter, that the general meant to make the affembly ojf 
Carolina perfectly acquainted with his intentions, and with every thing relating to th« 
execution of them; and that this might be more fully and efte&ually done, he wenjt 
himfelf to Charles Town, where, after many conferences and much deliberation qj|i 
both fides, a fcheme of adlion was agreed upon, and an zSt of affembly was patted 
April the 5th 1740, for carrying the fame into execution ; the Carolina regiment for thiis 
fervice was raifed, and put under the command of Colonel Vanderduffen, and Mr. 
Oglethorpe, as general and commander in chief, publifhed a proclamation, fettling the 
terms of the expedition, and amongft other things declared that he would give whafi 
ever fliare of plunder came to him as commander in chief, towards the relief of fuel* 
men as jnight»happen to be maimed or wounded, towards the affiftance of the widows 
and children of fuch as might be killed, and towards rewarding thofe that might diflin- 
euHh themlHves'in the 1 Fervice. All things being prepared for entering upon this ex¬ 
pedition. 
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pedkion, with the troops of both provinces; the^endezvous for all the forces wa&ap- 
pointed at the mouth of St. John's river; where, accordingly, moft of them arrived the 
9th of May. But feme time before this the general had attacked and taken St. Franck 
de Pupa, a little Spaniih fort, Wherein were a ferjeant and twelve fcldiers, about feven- 
teen miles from Sp Auguftin. " :1 ' 

From the mouth of St. John’s River the army marched on the 1 oth of May to attack 
Fort Diego, about twenty miles diftant; which fort had nine fwivels, two carriage guns 
of two pound Ihot, and fifty men ; and having furrounded it, on the 12th they fent in 
a Spaniih prifoner with a drum, to fummon the garrifon, who immediately capitulated 5 
on the following conditions: ift. The garrifon to furrender prifoners of war, and de¬ 
liver up the fort, with the guns and ftores, to the king of Grea^Britain. 2diy, That 
they 'ihould have liberty to keep their baggage, and not be plundered, "dly. That 
Seignior Diego Spinofa, to whom the fort belonged, being built at his expence, and 
on his lands, ihould hold his lands. Haves, and fuch other effects as were not already 
plundered in the field. 4thly, That no deferters or runaways from Carolina, ihould 
have the benefit of this capitulation, but be furrendered at difcretion. This fort was 
garrifoned by fixty of the general’s forces ; and from thence they returned to the place 
of rendezvous, where they were joined by Colonel Vanderdufien, with the reft of the 
Carolina regiment, on the 19th of May, whence they marched again tp Diego the 31 ft.; 
and from thence, in two days, to Fort Moofa, in view of, and near two miles diftant 
from St. Auguftin, and twenty-three from Diego. The Spaniards having deferted 
Moofa, the general ordered the gates to be burnt, and three breaches to be made in 
the walls, which was plainly with a defign to prevent any of his own people from taking 
poft within the place. 

They then proceeded with the whole army to reconnoitre the town and caftle, after 
which they returned back to Diego ; from thence the general ordered Colonel Van- 
derduffen to march with his regiment, and take pofieffion of Point Quartell, lying to 
the north of the bar, and feparated from Port Moofa by a creek; while the general, 
with about two hundred and fixty men of his regiment, and the greateft part of the 
Indians embarked on board the men of war, and arrived at the ifland of Anaftatia, 
oppofite to the caftle; leaving behind him on the Main but between ninety and one 
hundred white men, highlanders and others, in his pay, with forty-two Indians, and two 
commiffioned officers, to alarm the Spaniards on that fide; but he gave a verbal com¬ 
mand of the whole to Colonel Palmer, a volunteer from that province. About the fame 
rime two hundred failors, from the fhips, were landed upon that ifland, which the 
Spaniards direftly abandoned, under the command of Captain Warren, Captain 
Law, and the honourable Captain Townfend, who were all very inftrumental in that 
fervice. 

While things were in this fituation, the Spaniards, on the 15th of June, matched 
a very confiderable body of their forces from St. Auguftin, in the grey of the morning, 
in order to attack the people under Colonel Palmer, at Moofa, in which they were 
but too fuccelsful; fince they furprized the people that were there, cut many of them 
to pieces, and took part of the reft prifoners, which was owing to the negleft of the 
orders given them not to Ihut themfelves up in a place which had been difinantled and 
ruined, on purpofe toftiew that the general did not intend to keep or ufe it as a for¬ 
tification^ But the conveniency of lying under cover, tempted them to fprget thofe 
fidutary ihftruftions, which brought on their misfortune, and gave thd' genera inex- 
preffible concern, moreefpecially for Colonel Palmer, who $gs a gentleman of expert. 
vol. xn. 3 p erice 
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ence and intereft, as well as a volunteer, who ferved purely out of zeal for the public 
good, and therefore juftly efteemed. c * 

* To prevent any accident of the like nature, and the; more effe&ually to block up the 
place, which for want of numbers they were not able regularly to invert, the Carolina 
regiment was font over to Anaffatia. In this iiland there were three batteries erefted, 
all above a mile from St. Auguftin; but, however, they fired from them warmly, with 
fome prejudice to the place; from whence they were as warmly anfwered, but were 
molt hurt from the fire from fix Spanifh half-galleys that lay within the harbour. This 
^induced a propofal to the captains of the three men of war, to attempt the burning 
of thefe half-galleys; and upon a confultation between them and the land officers, 
this was agreed to; f?tt afterwards the fea captains declared they thought it impracti¬ 
cable, for want of fufficient depth of water at the entrance ; yet this w.as difproved on 
the 27th of June, by the going in of Captain Robert Tyrrel, and his coming out again 
on board a fchooner, who reported that there was water enough ; yet the majority voted 
the defign ftill impracticable, which hindered any attempt to carry it into execution, 
though the land officers confidered it as a point that would have greatly contributed to 
the reducing of the place. 

When it was firlt propofed to attack the galleys, it was projected in the following 
manner, viz. the general was to make a diverfion 011 the Main, by attacking the town ; 
Colonel Vanderduflen, with part of his regiment, was to keep a continual fire on the 
town and caftlc, from the batteries, while Captain Tyrrel was to have let upon the 
galleys, with the feamen, and the roll of the colonel’s regiment. The general was ac¬ 
cordingly on the Main with his troops, expecting that fervice; but the commodore 
difapproving this, and it being yet a fecond time agreed to be attempted, upon the 
remonftrances of Colonel Vanderduflen, and Captain Warren ; when the commodore’s 
lieutenant was to have commanded the attack, new difficulties were further flatted 
when they came on iliore, and fo it was ftill unattempted. Yet it appears, that loon 
after the men of war flipping their cables, and putting out to fea in a florin, the colonel 
endeavoured to revive the attempt on the galleys in their abfence ; but propofing it to 
the commodore’s lieutenant, Mr. Swanton, who appeared to be a gentleman of fpirit, 
and commanded the feamen left on fhore, he was told, “ He had brders left not to 
venture any of them before the return of the {hipping.” 

Towards the end of June, fome Hoops, with a fupply of provifions for the garrifon, 
got in Me at the fouth entrance, to tuc harbour of St. Auguftin, called the Met an fas, 
without having been difeovered by any of our men of war, till it was too late to in¬ 
tercept them. How this happened has not been hitherto accounted for, but it was a 
feafonable relief to the garrifon, who had not then above three days provifion of bread- 
kind in the place; and the hurricane feafon coming on, the commodore gave notice to 
the general, that he muft leave his ftation, and fail away with the King’s {hips on the 
5th of July. Upon this it was reprefented, “ That fince the men of war were obliged 
to fail away, it would be neceflary to fend the two men of war {loops jnto the Metanfas, 
to guard that, and either fecure the retreat of the forces to Anaftatia, if they fhould be 
deduced to one, or affift in continuing the blockade, till they fhould be enabled to ad 
more offenfively, by a further affiftance.” 

To this propofal it was agreed, provided the floops of war had water enough to get in 
there ;and a council was held July the 3d, wherein fome of the pilots that had been fent 
to found,>declafed upon oath, “ There was not water enough on the bar of the Me- 
tanfas for the floops to gqgpi, and if they could go in, they could not lie fafe there from 
£ a* a hurricane, 
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a hurricane, nor could they fight above one a-bmft in cafe they were attacked by the 
galleys.” 1 

But the commodore, afterwards afking Mr. Blomfield Barradel, lieutenant of fh§ 
Wolf floop, who had been aloqgwith the pilots, and happened to be aboard his fliip 
that night, with fome captains, s what he had to fay in that affair ? he replied, that the 
pilots had given their opinion, and that he was not then to be examined ; but if they 
afked his opinion he would give it. They then defired he would ; he affirmed, “ That 
there was water enough on the bar for the Hoops to get in j that they could lie iafe 
from a hurricane when in ; and that there was all'o fufficient room, when in, to fight,?? 
three a-breafl, in cafe they were attacked.” Upon the pilots afterwards objecting to 
their lying laic, he afkecl them, “ Whether they remembered >0 Have feen fuch an 
ifland when they were there ?” And when they acknowledged they did, he replied, 
“ That they ought to know they could lie fafe from a hurricane under that ifland.*’ 
Notwirhdanding which it was ref'olved afterwards in council, that they fhould take off 
all their men, and fail away, leaving Captain fownfeud at Frederica j which put an 
end to the enterprise. 

Thus ended this expedition, which, though not attended with the fuccefs fome ex¬ 
pected from it, 1 mean the taking the fort refs of St. Auguflin, was neverthelefs of very 
great conf'equence, inafmuch as it kept the Spaniards for a long time upon the defeu- 
five; when if the fiege had not been undertaken, they would certainly have been 
otherwife employed ; it laid all the country open, fo that the Indians, in friendlhip with 
us, made excurlions up to the gates of the fortrefs; and the war being carried on in 
this manner for a length of time, and in conjunction with the Indians, bound them fo 
flrongly to the Englifh filtered, that with a very little alfdtance from the people of 
Georgia, they kept the war at a diftance ; fo that the inhabitants of Carolina felt none 
of its effeds as a colony, except the lolles fuflered by their privateers, till the Spaniards 
executed their long projected invafion, in 1742 ; in which they employed the whole of 
their flrength, and from which they expected to have changed the whole face of affairs* 
on the Continent of America ; and even then the people of Carolina fuflered only by 
their fears. 

12. This expedition of the Spaniards, as has been already hinted to the reader, was 
really meditated before the war commenced, and had very probably taken place, if 
reprifals had not been made upon the Spaniards, on account of tits depredations com¬ 
mitted by their guarda codas ; at lead we have reaibn to judge lb, from the memo¬ 
rial of Sir Thomas Fitzgerald, before-mentioned ; yi which he aflerted, that Georgia 
belonged to the crown of Spain, and which lie repeated in a fubfequent memorial. 
But the operations of our fleet in the Wed Indies, under Admiral Vernon, put a flop 
to their preparations at the llavanna ; and the liege of St. Auguflin, and its confe- 
qucnces, retarded them likewii’e for lbme lime. Yet as the Spaniards are not apt to 
defift from projects they have once formed, and as the minidry at Madrid had very high 
expeditions from the execution of this, they dill kept it on foot, and only waited for 
a favourable opportunity lor performing what they imagined would have entirely 
changed the l'cene of things in North America. As to the manner in which they exe¬ 
cuted it at lad, and the amazing difappointment they met with notwithftanding the vad 
force they employed, and the fmallnefs of that by which they were aililted, we had fo 
full, fo clear, and fo authentic an account publifhed by authority, that I know of no 
method niore fit to convey an idea of it, or lei's liable to any exceptions? rh 5 ., v tranfcrib- 
^ug it, the rather becaufe as it (lands here conneded with tk| hidory of Georgia, the 
rijader Ayili have all the lights that are aeceffary to rend J™ 1 'every circumflance in it 
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perfe£tly intelligible. Thus then that account, tranfmitted to us by General Ogle* 
thorpet rtn: “The beginning of May Jfdl the Spaniards fitted out their fleet from the 
Havaiina^confifting of fifty-fix fail, and between ieven and eight thoufand men, with an 
intent to invade Georgia and South Carolina, and the other northern colonies. At 
their firft fetting out, in turning the Moor caftle, they loft a large fettee with one hun¬ 
dred and fifty men, and a few days after the fleet was difperfed by a ftorm ; fo that all 
the (hipping did not arrive at St. Auguftin. The latter end of May or beginning of 
June, Captain Haymer of the Flamborough, in his cruife to the fouthward, lent in to 
,-General Oglethorpe for intelligence; who acquainted him, that he would probably 
meet with fome Spanifh vefl'cls to the fouthward of St. Auguftin; which he accordingly 
did and engaged ten^fiil of the Mofquetos and drove fome of them afhore; but in the 
aftion loft feventeen of his men. He on his return acquainted the general with what 
had happened, and could not then come in for the defence of Georgia, but proceeded 
to Charles Town, to clean his (hip. The general thereupon fent Lieutenant Maxwell 
by water, and Lieutenant Hugh Mackay over land to Carolina, with advice to the 
governor, but no afliftance came from thence till after the retreat of the Spaniards. 
Lieutenant Colonel Cook was at Charles Town, in his way to London, when Lieutenant 
Maxwell arrived with the faid advice. 

“ The 21ft of June, nine fail endeavoured to come into Amelia found ; but the 
eighteen-pounderS from Fort William, and the guard fchooner with eighty men, com¬ 
manded by Captain Dunbar, fired fo brifkly that they fheered off as fail as they could. 
The general, on this advice, refolving to fupport the forts on Cumberland, fet out with 
a detachment of the regiment on board his boats j fent Captain Horton with his com¬ 
pany of grenadiers before, and was himfelf obliged to fight his way with two boats, 
through fourteen fail of Spanifh veffels which endeavoured to intercept him in Cum¬ 
berland Sound. In this engagement feveral of the Spaniards being killed, the faid 
veffels fet out to fea, and did not join their fleet till the day before they left St. Simon's 
Sound. Lieutenant Tolfon, who commanded the boat of the greateft ftrength, inftead 
of following the general, run into a marlh, where he remained till next morning, when 
he returned to St. Simon’s; for which behaviour he was put in arreft, in order to be 
tried. Major Heron, from the Ihore, feeing the general furrounded by the enemy, 
and hid in fmoke, concluded him loft ; but next day, to the great joy of the people, 
he returned in the guard fchooner to St. Simon’s, after having drawn the command 
from St. Andrew’s, and the (lores and artillery that were there, and reinforced Fort 
William, where he left one of the .boats he had with him. 

“ He having laid an embargo on all the veffels in the harbour, took Capt. Thomfon's 
(hip, which mounted twenty guns, into the King’s fervice, and manned her out of the 
ftnall veffels which were of no force. He alfo called in the Highland company from 
Darien. Captain Carr’s company of marines, and the rangers, from where they were 
differently detached; and fent Mr. Mullryne to Carolina, to get all the men he could. 
The 28th of June the Spanifh fleet came to anchor off St. Simon’s bar, who were 
diverted from coming in, or landing any of their troops for feveral days; in which 
time the general railed another troop of rangers; and by rewarding thofe who did 
extraordinary duty, and promifing great encouragement to all who (hould fignalize 
themfelves on this occafion, he kept up the fpirits of the people, and increafed thei» 
number daily.. The 5th of July, with the tide of flood, and brifk gale, thirty-fix 
Spanifh ^effete entered St. Simon’s harbour, nine of which were large top-maft veffete. 
We receivjA them with a brifk fire from our batteries and (hips, lulled fome of them 
with «Hg|^iteen>pouiiim from the fort, and our four-pounders from, the lower 
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battery. TheSpanifo commodore, on board a ftip of twenty-two guns, with a fettee, 
with an eighteen-pounder and two nine-pounders in her bow, attemped to board Cap¬ 
tain Thornton's fliip ; but he with his great guns. Captain Carr with his company of 
marines. Lieutenant Wall and ^nfign Otterbridge with a party of the regiment, mad& 
fo brave a defence, that the Spaniards were obliged to retire with lofs A fnow of fix- 
teen guns at the fame time attempted to board our guard fchooner, but was alfo re- 
pulfed by Captain Dunbar ; the engagement lafted upwards of three hours, in which 
the enemy loft Seventeen men, and had ten wounded. They pafled all our veflels and 
proceeded up the river, upon which the general held a council of war at the head of his 
regiment, where it was the opinion of the whole immediately to march up to Frederica, 
for the defence of that place. . y * 

“ The general accordingly gave orders for the regiment to march, and ordered all 
the troops that were on board the veflels, to come afoore, and directed Captain Thom- 
fon, with the guard fchooner and prize floop, to make the beft of their way to Charles 
Town; and this was all done in fight of the enemy. The general, during this a&ion, 
being obliged to be fometimes on fhipboard, fometimes at the batteries, and to a St as 
engineer, found himfclf under a neceflity of having a lieutenant colonel with his regi¬ 
ment ; he therefore appointed Major Alexander Heron lieutenant colonel in theabfence 
of Lieutenant Colonel Cook, who was alfo engineer, and the fub-engineer, having 
attended him to Charles Town, was alfo abfent. Late at night the general arrived at 
Frederica, after having deftroyed all the ftores at St. Simon's, and funk the veflels that 
might be of ufe to the enemy, and rendered the guns incapable of fervice, and ordered 
the wounded to be carried off on horfeback. That night the enemy landed their forces 
on a dry marfh about a mile and an half from the camp, under cover of their great guns. 
They lay all that night under arms, and the next morning took pofleflion of the camp 
which we left. 

“ 13. About noon the Creek Indians brought us five Spanilh prifoners, from 
whom we had intelligence, that Don Manuel de Monteano, governor of St. AugufUn, 
commanded in chief the expedition; and that Major-General Antonio de Redondo 
chief engineer, and two brigadiers came with the forces from Cuba; that their whole 
number confifted of about live thoufand, and that the night before they had lauded 
about four thoufand three hundred men. One of the priioners the general fent with 
Mr. Bedon to Charles Town. The 7th of July, at nine in the morning, a ranger of the 
patrol brought an account, that the enemy were marching within a mile and an half of 
the town. Whereupon the general immediately ordered four platoons of the regiment 
to march, and in the meantime went himfelf with the Highland company, who was 
then under arms. The Indians, and a party of rangers, came up with the enemy about a 
mile from the town, as they were entering the Savannah to take pofleflion of a ditch 
they had a mind to ufe as an entrenchment, but the enemy were attacked fo brifkly that 
the general foon overcame them ; mod of their party, which confifted of one hundred 
and twenty of their beft woods-men, and forty Indians, being killed or taken prifoners. 
The general took two prifoners with his own hands; Lieutenant Scroggs of the*rangers 
took Captain Sebaftian Sachio, prifoner, who commanded the party. Toeanoeowi, 
being foot through his right arm by Captain Mageleto, drew his piftol with the left, and 
foot him through the head. 

“ The jgeneral purfued the enemy near two miles, and halted on an advantageous 
piece of ground until the party of the regiment came up; he polled,.,there with the 
Highlanders in a wood, with a large favannah or meadow mjfre front, over which the 
Spaniards muft pafs in. their way to Frederica. After wlnfn he haftened baefc, to 

Frederica, 
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Ere 3 mca,*and ordered the rangers, and company of men, to make ready. In the 
meantime £wo companies of Spaniards of fifty men each, and two hundred more of 
the enetjjjjes_beft troops, came up with fhouts, and drums beating; whereupon the 
general hearing platoons firing, immediately made hafte that way, and met three of the 
platoons, who in the fmoke and drizzling rain had retreated in diforder, and the fire 
continuing, he ordered his men to rally and follow him, who haftening on, found that 
Lieutenant Sutherland, with his platoon, and Lieutenant Charles Mackay, with the 
Highlanders, had entirely defeated the laid three hundred of the enemy, in which 
* action Don Antonio Barba was made prifoner, and mortally wounded ; feveral others 
were killed, and two grenadiers were taken prifoners. Captain Demeret, andKnfign 
Gibbon, rallied tlrcN^plafoons, and came up to the ground. Captain (’art, with his 
company of marines, and Lieutenant Cadogan, with a party of the regiment, came up at 
the lame time, and were followed by Major Heron, with the body of the regiment. 
In both actions the enemy loll two captains, one lieutenant and two ierjeants; two 
drummers, and about one hundred and iixty private men ; and one captain and nine¬ 
teen men were taken priloners. The general, with the regiment, halted all night, 
about a mile and . a half from the enemy’s camp, to intercept all thole who had 
ftraggled in the woods ; and expecting the enemy to make a fecond attempt to march 
in the morning ; but the general having advanced with a party of Indians, before day¬ 
break, towards the Spanifh camp, found them all retreated into the ruins of the lort, and 
under cover of their cannon. 

“ Next morning, the 8th of July, the general and his men returned to Frederica, 
and he appointed a general flail’, viz. Lieutenant Primrofe Maxwell, and I lugh Mackay, 
aids-de-camp; Lieutenant Sutherland, brigade-major; and ferjeant John Stuart, fecond 
enfign, for his brave behaviour in the late engagement. The yth and loth of July 
all hands were employed in the works at Frederica, and the Indians brought in fome 
fealps and prifoners. The nth of July a fetlee and two quarter-galleys came within 
gun-fhot of the tow n ; but on our firing fome guns and bombs from the fort, and the 
general going towards them with his boats, they returned to their fleet, and with the 
rclt drew up in line of battle. The next morning, being the 12th of July, an Englifh 
prifoner efcaped from them, w'ho informed us that the enemy, on their landing, had 
refolved to give no quarter; but from the day their grenadiers were defeated, they 
were in great terror, and entrenched themfelvcs, and gave orders that none fhould go 
without their fentinels, for fear of being lurprizcd by the Indians. By other prifoners 
and deferters we were alfo told, jhat upon their calling over their rolls, there were 
two hundred and forty men and nineteen of their Indians milling ; that there were 
great divifions among them, iufomuch that Don Antonio de Redondo, who commanded 
the Cuba forces, encamped feparate from thole of St. Auguilin, and tl at the com- 
imflore had ordered all his fcamen on board. That night the general and five hun¬ 
dred men marched within a mile of the enemy’s camp, intending to furprize them, 
but vfcis prevented by the treachery of a Frenchman, who was got among tire company 
of boatmen, and fired his piece and gave alarm to the enemy, and then defected to 
them. When the general found his intention difeoyered, he ordered all his drums to 
beat the grenadier’s march, and then returned.to Frederica. 

lire general, the next day being the 13th of July, in order to defeat the infor¬ 
mation of the French deferter, directed a letter to be wrote, and lent by a Spanifh pri¬ 
foner, vyho, &>r the lake of money the general gave him, and the promife'of liberty, 
undertook to deliver it jo the faid Frenchman, wherein he was initructed to acquaint 
the enemy’s commandbl officer of the defencelefs ft ate of Frederica, and encourage them 

to 
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fb come up by water under his pilotage; which letter the Spanifli prifoner delivered 
to the Governor of St. Auguftin, and it had 4 o good an efleet, that the faid/French- 
man was immediately taken into cuftody, and looked upon as a double fpy, aid there-, 
upon put into irons. The next morning, being the 14th of July, the Spaniards burnt 
the barracks and officers houfes at St. Simon’s, and Captain Horton’s houfe on Ickyll; 
and the fame night they reimbarked with fo much precipitation, that they, left a quan¬ 
tity of ammunition, provitions, and fome guns behind them. On the 15th all the 
large veffels with the Cuba forces on board failed fouthvard, and the governor and 
troops from St. Auguftin on board the fmall craft, went within land, and encamped 
in St. Andrew’s, and caught fifty horfes, with a defign to carry them away ; but on 
the general’s appearing in his boats, the enemy (hot the fame Korfes, and burnt the 
fort and houfes at St. Andrew’s. The general the next day, being the 16th of July, 
followed the Spaniards with all his fmall craft, but was not ftrong enough to attack 
them. He landed a man out of his boat on Cumberland, who that night palled the 
enemy’s camp, and early the next morning came to Fort William, with advice to 
F.nfign Stuart, that the Spaniards. were beat off St. Simon’s, and that the general was 
coining with fuccours, and ordered him to defend the fort to the utmoft. On the iSth 
of July twenty-eight fail of Spanilh appeared off Fort William, fourteen of which came 
within land, and attacked the fort from their galleys and other veffgls, pnd attempted to 
land, but were repulfed by a party of rangers from behind the fand-hills. F.nfign Stuart, 
who commanded with iixty men in the fort, defended it fo bravely, that after an 
attack of upwards of three hours, they were obliged to put to fea with confiderable lofs. 

“ The eighteen-pounders there difabled two of their galleys. The 19th of July 
the general was on his way to Fort William. The 20th of July the general arrived at 
Fort William, and font Ins boats and rangers as far as the river St. John, who returned 
next day, and brought advice that the enemy was quite gone ; upon which the gene¬ 
ral gave the neceffary orders for repairing Fort William, and on the 22d returned to 
Frederica. A few days afterwards the men of war from CharlesTown came off St. Simon’s 
bar, and Captain Thompfon with fome volunteers from Carolina ; our guard fchooner 
and two galleys came into St. Simon’s harbour ; and Captain Hardy of the Rye man 
of war, receiving A meffage from the general, by Lieutenant Maxwell, who went on 
hoard him, fent for anlu or, that he would take a cruize with the red. of the King’s 
fliips. But the general apprehending the Spaniards, upon recovering their fright, 
might return with more courage and better comlucl, continued Captain Thompfon’s 
ffiip in the King’s fervice, and lent expreffes over land to the northern provinces on 
this occafion. * 

“ Thefe forces were commanded by Don Manual de Montcano, governor of St. 
Auguftin, commander in chief of the expedition ; Major-General Antonio de Rodondo 
engineer-general, two colonels with brevets of brigadiers ; and confided of one regi¬ 
ment of dragoons demounted, with their faddles and bridles ; the regiment called the 
battalion of the Hjvanna, ten companies of fifty men each, drafted oft’ from ieveral 
regiments at Havanna; one regiment of the Havanna militia, confuting of ten com¬ 
panies of 100 men each; one regiment of negroes, regularly officered by negroes; 
one ditto of mulattoes, and one company of miquelets; one company of train, with 
proper artillery ; Auguftin forces confifting of hbout three hundred men, ninety In¬ 
dians and .fifteen negroes, who run away from South Carolina. To thefe accounts I 
(hill add the following depofition of Samuel Cloake, formerly belonging t«r his Ma- 
jefty’s fhip the Flamborough, and taken prifoner off St. Augaftin by the Spaniards in 
Mky 1742. 

“ Frederica 
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“ Frederica in Georgia, fs. 

% 1 '* 

“ This deponent, being duly fwom, faith, That he was put prifoner on board a {hip 
called the Pretty Nancy, taken by the Spaniards from the Englilh, fitted out with ten 
carriage and fix fwivcl guns, which was part of the fleet that carried the troops from 
St. Auguftin for the invafion of Georgia and South Carolina : That file had one hun¬ 
dred and fifty foldiers on board, befides lailors : That he counted forty-four fail, be- 
fides the launches and thofe that went in land, and pettiauguas which carried the 
Indians: 'That they failed from St. Auguftin the beginning of June, and met with very 
hard gales for three 'Says, which difperfed the fleet: That the chief pilot on board the 
commodore was one Parris, belonging to Port Royal in South Carolina, and who was 
married there, and had a plantation in that province: That they came to an anchor with 
part of their fleet off Frederica bar, to the northward of it; and the Spaniards faid 
that they fhould not have found out Georgia, had it not Been for Parris their pilot; 
that they lay feveral days at anchor off the bar, during which time the men were put 
into fmall boats in order to land ; but feeing feveral men marching on the beach, they 
were afraid to land, as they intended, and came on board again ; for about three days 
after, holding a council of war, they refolvcd not to land any men till they had made 
themfelves matters of the harbour. During the time they lay off this bar, the Spaniards 
often whetted their fwords, and held their knives to this deponent’s and other Englilh 
prifoner’s throats, faying, they would cut the throats of thofe they fhould take at 
Georgia. They failed on the 5th of July with a ftrong eafterly wind and tide of flood : 
That the Englifh fired from the batteries and fhips very brifkly, and the Spaniards faid 
that the Englifh flood very well: That a four-pound fhot hulled the fhip where the 
deponent was; and one eighteen-pound fhot from the battery killed feven men on 
board the large {hip : That there were of the Spaniards eight three-maft fhips; the 
commodore’s was a twenty-gun fhip; there was alfo a fnow with fourteen nine* 
pounderSr and a galley with three large guns, one of which he heard was a twelve- 
pounder, which was manned with above one hundred men; there were alfo feveral 
privateers, fome of them with ten guns, and fome with eight: That* the Spaniards and 
fomelrifhmen onboard told him, that in the whole fleet there were about five or fix 
thoufandmen, and were come with a defign to take Georgia, and after that go to Port 
Royal in South Carolina. He further fays, that they had a whole regiment of 
negroes, with a company of grenadiers, in the fame manner as other regiments have, 
and cloathld in the fame livery as other Spanifh regiments; they were commanded by 
negro officers, and he faw the officers walking along with the Governor of St. Auguftin 
affi^re; that they were dreffed in gold and filver laced cloaths, like other officers, and 
that they were kept in the fame pay as the other regiments. He further faith, that the 
fhip where this deponent was, was loaded with grenadiers and dragoons, who had on 
boar<| faddles, bridles, piftols, and all accoutrements: That they landed all them from 
on board his fhip, and put a fmall guard of ten men on board: That two or three days 
afterwards one of the captains and one ferjeant of the grenadiers came on board, and this 
deponent afking the ferjeant whether he had been at Frederica, he anfwered, that the 1 
woods were fo full of Indians that the devil could not go through them, and that the 
Indians had killed about one hundred and fifty of their beft men, and that there were 
but very* few foldiers: Thofe who came on board .were fo down-hearted' that they 
could hardly fpeak a «prd; That upon this they were ordered to get water on 
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aboard, in order to get to fea in a hurry, which this deponent took the advantage of 
and made his efcape to General Oglethorpe. ", * 

+ Mark. 

Samuel * Cloake. 

. 14. It mayjjje truly faidy that there never happened in this part of the world, any 
thing more honourable for the Englilh nation, or more likely to {trike t terror into 
their enemies, than this entire and total defeat of fo formidable an invafion, by luch a 
handful of forces. Inftead of raifing and heightening this fuccefs, to do honour to the 
'general’s character, w? ought rather to leffen or diminifh fome of its circumftances, to 
render it in fuch an age as this more credible; but we have takey.-no liberties at all, 
the fafts are reprefented ftep by ftep as they happened; and the reader is left to judge 
how far it appears from hence that Georgia is a true frontier, in refpeft to Carolina ; 
and what advantages are to be hoped for in cafe the new colony fliould increafe in a 
reafonable proportion for twenty years to come ; but to help the reader’s judgment in 
this refpect, and to {hew him in what light this tranfa&ion was confidered by all our 
colonies in America; the inhabitants of which were certainly the, ableft, and moft 
equitable judges; it is requifite to obferve that Jolyn Tinker, Efq. governor of the 
Bahama Iflands ; Lewis Morris, Efq. governor of New Jerfey ; William Gooch, Efq. 
governor of Virginia; George Clark, Efq. lieutenant-governor ofNevtf York ; Gabriel 
Johnfon, Efq. governor of North Carolina; Thomas Bladen, Efq. governor of Maryland ; 
and George Thomas, Efq. Governor of Penlylvania; all wrote to general Oglethorpe 
upon this memorable occafion, to congratulate him upon being the happy inftrument 
in lo honourable and fo important a fervice; to afl’ure him of the {hare they tookffn the 
honour he had acquired, and jpf the true fenfe they had of the great deliverance that 
providence had wrought for all the Britilh colonies in North America, by his conduct 
and courage. Stronger teftimonies than thefe, with rcfpefl to the confequence of the 
a&ion he had performed, it was impoffible for him to receive, and better evidence than 
thefe letters afford it is likewife impoffible that we fliould have here at home; and 
therefore to fet this fad in its true light, and that the people of Great Britain may 
have a juft; notion of the advantages arifing from this wife and well condu&ed defence, 
in which the bravery of Britifh foldirrs, their afle&ion for and confidence in their 
commander is fo clearly exprelled, I thought it reafonable to annex the copies of the 
letters written by the three firft mentioned gentlemen, as being equally honourable for 
them, and for the perfon to whom they are addreffed; and if I add no more, it is to 
avoid being tedious, and that I may have an opportunity, of clofmg the hiftorical part 
of this Chapter, will* papers that do fo much honour to the new colony of which it 
treats. 


Copy of a letter from his Excellency John Tinker, Efq. Governor of the Bahama 
Iflifds, to General James Oglethorpe. a 

Sir, N. Providence, Nov. ot 1742. 

I am favoured with both ofyqpr Excellency’s letters of 31ft of July and 16th of 
September, with an inclofed account of the Spaniards defeent upon ypur province, and 
your fortunate viftory over them : upon which I beg leave to congratulate you, and to 
allure you none of your acquaintance can receive more real fatisfaftion at an event, that 
muft contribute fo much to your honour and reputation as this laft. I^rejoics too for 
the public, becaufe I am fure if you had not given fo good jgo account of them, the 
neighbouring provinces would have been in imminent danger;® know the general had 
vol. xii. 3 q orders 
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orders to attack this ifland upon their return, ib I may juftly thank you for faving me 
a great deal of trouble. 

, If there is any thing in this government that can contribute to your pleafure, and 
facilitate the continuance of our friendlhip and Future correfpondence, I (hall, with joy, 
embrace the propofition. The bearer has been a long time here, and can give you an 
exaft account of the Carte du Pais. We, are at prefent employed in repairing the for¬ 
tifications, and making fome additional ones, which will, I hope, be compleated this 
winter. I have the honour to be, with great regard and truth, f 

Your Excellency’s moft obedient humble fervant, 

(Signed) John Tinker, 


Copy of a letter from his Excellency Lewis Morris, Efq. Governor of New Jerfey, to 

General James Oglethorpe. 

.Sir, Burlington, the 2d of Nov. 1^42. 

I received the honour of yours of the 31ft of July laft, by the exprefs you fent along 
the continent, who is now got thus far back in his return to you. The contents of it 
gave me very great pleafure, as it informed me of your health, and of the great (or 
rather wonderful) fuccefs God has been pleafed to give to his Majefty’s arms under your 
conduct; and I aoubt not has eftedually convinced the aggreffors how unable they are 
to cope with refolute Britifh troops; and I hope will be a Sufficient difcouragement to a 
fecond attempt of that kind ; which, if the firft had fucceeded, might prove of dangerous 
confequence to his Majefty’s plantations on the continent,efpecially the moft fouthern ones. 

You have gathered unenvied laurels, and well deferve to wear therq. I take leave to 
affureyou no body can be better pleafed with your fuccefjs, than, 

Sir, your moft humble and obedient fervant, 

(Signed) Lewis Morris. 


Extract of a letter from the honourable William Gooch, Efq. Governor of Virginia, 

to General James Oglethorpe. , 

Sir, O&obcr the 12th, 1742* 

I received the letter of the 31ft of July your Excellency honoured me with, by the 
hands of your trufty courier, Mr. Watkins, and with it a very fenfible fatisfaclion; 
I rejoice to hear your courage and t conduct have had theiij.deferved fuccefs, info unequal 
a trial. Your prudential behaviour on the occafion cannot be too much applauded, 
nor actions fo truly laudable too much admired. The whole continent is under lafting 
.o b ligations to you, for your extraordinary vigilance and magnanimity, when, not 
thmking your fervices to your king and country compleated, nor your valour fufficiently 
proved in the defence of your infant fettlement, againft th| repeated attacks of cruel 
,ftnd Mbuman foes, more than could be expetted, confidering their numbers ; with an 
uncomtnon refolution you forced them in the field to a precipitate retreat, and 
effeQually defeated the defperate defigns of an engmy that had the vanity to flatter 
themfelves with tjie hopes of making an eafy conqueft of fome, at leaft, of the Britilb 
provinces. 

As thefe great actions are to be attributed to your fortitude, fo in my judgment the 
unexpe^ed aqd vigorous oppofition they met with, ending in fo fevere a 'rebuff, has 
thrown them into fuch dtforder, that I am confident thofe troops, were they all together 
in St. Auguftin, could pot fo foon recover fufficient courage to animate them to the 
* ' # . like 
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like undertaking; the confufion and hurry in which they reimbarked, are fuch evident 
tokens of their being terrified and difmayed, that with your ufual watchfulnefs you may 
reft fecure from further difturbance, &c. 

I am, Sir, your moftlbbedient and moft humble fervant, 

(Signed) William Gooch. 

S»; 

15. We have now compleated the hiftory of the Englifli colonies in America in fuch 
a manner, that the reader cannot help difcerning their intrinfic value and great im¬ 
portance; there is therefore no neceffity of our adding any thing on this fubjeft here, 
and therefore we will confine our remarks entirely to the colon^-of Georgia, and 
oudeavour to {hew from what views, upon what hopes, and in hdw a great degree the 
public is interefted in the maintenance and fupport of this new colony. In the 
firft place, we have feen that the truftees originally defigned it for a boundary or 
frontier, to cover the other provinces upon the continent; that it was extremely 
propter for this, the very fituation of it (hews; that it was extremely wanted we may 
gather from the hiftories of the other provinces, in which we find various inftances of 
the ruin of their advanced fettlements; from their leaving fo large a country as Georgia 
uncultivated, a plain fign of their fear of becoming nearer neighbours to the Spaniards; 
and from the names of places, fuch as Bloody Pointy which; commemorate the 
maffacres that have been heretofore committed in thofe parts ; but the ftrongcft and 
cleared proof of all, is the memorial from the affembly of Carolina, in which the 
reader has feen this matter dated in the fulled and faired light; from all which I infer, 
that the eftablilhing of fuch a barrier, was a point worthy of public attention; and that 
the benefits accruing from it to Carolina, and.all the provinces to the northward,‘might 
very well be confidercd as a fufficient recompence for any expence that might attend 
the eftablifliing of fuch a frontier. That the public were not amufed in the hopes that 
were given them by the trudees of Georgia in this refpeft; that the fending a* 
regiment thither, was not a needlefs or ufelefs expence; and that the money employed 
in fortifying there, was not either waded or thrown away, manifedly appears by their 
repulfing the Spaniards in the late invafion. If this was foleiy owing ro the bravery, 
firmnefs, and ftren^th of the new colony, then furely there is no room to find fault 
with it; and if the province is as fome people would have it, thinly peopled, and very 
little capable of defence, what applaufe is due to the general, who, without the 
lead affi dance from any other place, could repel fuch a force, and thereby fecure all 
our colonies in North America* Take it either way,* we are fure of a barrier while we 
have Georgia under his dir eft ion. * 

In the fecond placed this country was defigned as an afylum for diftrefled people in 
our own country, and for fuch indudrious foreign Protedants as fhould be wiljjjpg 
to go thither. If we confider the thing in this light, the fupporting this defign was no 
favour in the government'!! for it is the duty of every government to provide for^fuch 
of its poor fubjefts as are willing to work ; and the leaft they can do, is to feflpihem 
to the colonies, fmce it mult be owing to their mifmaaageinent that they have not 
employment at home; but it is not their duty only, it is their intereft alfo; for men 
aftive and indudrious, who can find nothing to do, and are at a lof#to find any thing 
to eat, are not apt to remain long in fuch a condition and furely it is better to fend 
fuch people abroad, though at a fmall expence, than to fee them for want of fuch care, 
fend themfelves to the gallows. In times of general and continued peate, fn'ire will, 
however, be fuch overflowing in moft nations; under arbi|g|kry princes from mens 
averiion to flavery , under free governments from a fuperabunlincQ of people. In both 

3 q 2 cafes 
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cafes that government is to be commended, which, laying hold of thefe overflowings, 
applies them to its own ufe. To give fuch people territories, is to acquire, though it feems 
a folecifm in fpeeSh, the very territories you give; for land without people is of no ufe; 
but land inhabited and cultivated by white people, let it lie where it will, is of great value; 
and that value is much enhanced when that land is cultivated, and thofe people are 
fettled precifely where you want them moll, This is the cafe of Georgia; for the Carolina 
memorial tell us, that white men were not to be raifed there for money ; which was 
the fame thing as if they had told the government, that the belt way they could 
employ their money, was in fending of white people thither. But when we confider 
the expence of fending white men, and compare it with the purchafe of negroes, the 
cafe appears hill mce advantageous ; frnce the white men come cheaper, and are of 
much greater advantage ; by fettling them you acquire ufeful fubjects, and confequently 
increafe your force ; by purchafmg negroes, you only gain fo many Haves that increafe 
your danger and terror, by lelfening your force. Your own people and foreign Pro- 
teftants will be always yours, but negroes are any body’s that will but promife Ahem 
better conditions than they have under you, which may be very eafily done; and of 
what ill confequence this may prove, appears from the negro regiment in the Spanilh 
fervice ; for had they fucceeded in their invafion, and once penetrated into a colony 
full of negroes, they might have raifed new regiments by barely beating their drums ; 
regiments that would have been equally terrible to us, and ufeful to them from their 
knowledge of the country, and from their hatred to their old mailers. 

There was a third advantage propofed in the fettling this new colony where it is 
fettled, and from the terms upon which it was fettled ; and that was, the fecuring the 
nation® of Indians which inhabited the vaft countries to the fouth and fouth-weft of 
Georgia, in the Britifh intereft. A thing fo much the more neceffary, confidering the 
views that the French had of the fame kind ; and of vaft importance to all the colonies, 
, as the maintaining of friendlhip with thefe nations, inuft neceffarily interrupt the cor- 
refpondence between the French colonies of Canada and Louvifiana, upon which 
their being formidable to us North America abfolutely depends ; fincc if ever they 
complete it, every child that can be brought to comprehend a map, will fee that they 
will furround all our colonies on the main, from Nova Scotia to Georgia; but by this 
laft colony, we have bid fair for interrupting their defign, by engaging in our intereft 
thofe Indian nations molt capable of doing us good and them hurt; as for inftance, the 
Lower and Upper Creeks, a nation fo called from their country being interfered with 
rivers, which country extends from the river Savannah -to the lakes of Florida, fouth- 
ward and weftward, to the Cherokee mountains and the river C.oufa; fo that we may 
eafily dil'cern how ufeful their friendlhip mull be to the colonies of Georgia and 
Carolina, more efpecially when it is confidered that they are a very brave, a very 
numerous, and a very faithful nation, as appears from their conduct in the prefent war; 
in which they have fhewn as heroic courage as any the Gl*ek hiftory records, and a 
$deli|y to their allies, equal to that of the early Romans, which has been owing to 
alliances concluded with equity and fupported by integrity, and the' fame conduit con- 
ftantly purfued towards them, will for ever bind them to our fervice. 

The Cherokee® poflefs the mountainous country weftward to the river Miffiffippi, as 
the Chickefaws do the plains to the fouth-weft of the country of the Cherokees, both brave 
and numerous nations, enthufiaftically fond of liberty; in which it is our intereft to fupport 
and maintain 4 hem againft the French. Hence it appears that in this* light the 
truftees wer$ both well informed, and have happily fucceeded ; the reafon of the thing, 
and the hiftory of the country plainly proves this ; and, befides, they have the only kind 
‘ 4* of 
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of evidence in credit with the moderns; I mean, that all s they promifed themfelves has 
been verified by the event. 

By the happy fituation of this country, the inhabitants of it will not only be enabled 
to .protect and defend the northern colonies that lay behind it, but may be alfo of great ' 
ufe to Jamaica and the Leeward iflands. I am fenfible that there are many that will 
affeCt to treat fche firft pait of this afiertion as ridiculous, and to fneer at the latter as 
chimerical; but I have confidered very well what I have afferted, and am from thence 
convinced of the truth of what I fay. I can very cafily forefee that it may be objected, 
my own book /hews that there are thoufands and ten thoufands in Virginia, Penfylvania, 
New York, the Jerfeys, and New England ; and therefore it is a jell to fay that thefe 
great and populous countries are to be protected by a handful ofgpufpeople juft fettled 
in Georgia ; yet for all this the faCt muft be true, or that colony abandoned. .If we, 
here at home, continue to protect and to fupport the people of Georgia, and in con- 
fequence of that protection and fupport, induce them to conlult their private intereft, by 
purfiling fuch fchemcs as are molt for the public advantage, Georgia will very foon be 
full of people, and of ufeful people, who muft have their tools, their cloathing, and 
other necelfaries from hence; and who will be in a condition to pay us plentifully for 
all they have. Georgia, if attended to, may become as populous as Barbadoes, or 
the Bahama Iflands, and that in a very fliort /pace of time; for if a large bounty were 
given for a certain number of years, upon every pound of filk imported from thence, 
we fhould fee it a rich and thriving colony, and people would flock thither from all 
parts; who, by maintaining their treaties with the Indians, might eftabli/h an effectual 
barrier againft both the French and Spaniards, with all their Indian allies. All this is 
highly poflible and practicable, nay, and very probable too ; and when once it,comesr 
to be a faCt, there will be no fort of abfurdity in faying the people of this colony, and 
their Indian allies, will afford flielter and protection to the fettlements that lie to the 
north of them. But this is not all, for as I obferved before, if the inhabitants of 
Georgia once become numerous, they will then, in confequence of their fituation, be 
moft able to help Jamaica, by a fupply of ftout, well difeiplined, white men, in cafe 
of any attack by the French or Spaniards ; or, which is an evil they are not altogether 
fecure from, any Hidden infurreCtion of their negroes. I very readily grant that I 
argue from an uncertainty, that is to fay, we are not fure that this colony will be fo 
protected and fupported; but if it be, the confequences are abfoiutely certain; and 
the confideration of thefe confequences ought to be no mean argument with our 
government to maintain and fupport it. 

We are now come to the very laft article of our remarks, which is the hopes that 
may be rationally entertained of the produce of this country. We will begin with what 
the truftees certainly defigned fhould be the ftaple commodity of Georgia; I mean 
filk. That this country is very happily fituated, that its foil and climate render it #ry ; 
fit for producing filk, cannot be denied by any who are at all acquainted with this 
rich branch of commerce, which fome very good judges have affirmed to bp'%iucfy 
more confiderable’than either the linen or woollen manufacture. This country lids 
along the fea-fide, is well watered within land, has a foil extremely proper for the 
culture of the mulberry-tree, and is feated in a latitude and climat^ we might judge 
would prove agreeable to the filk-worm. Thefe circumftances might very naturally 
lead one to expcCt that the inhabitants might fet about the production of filk in this 
country, for their own advantage. With a view to this, proper perjbns, have been 
fent thither: the experiment has been tried, filk made in Georgia has been lefit over, 
and Sir Thomas Loinbe, and other excellent judges' of that commodity, have declared, 
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that it is in ali refpc&s as good, and works to the full as well or better tl an any Piedmont 
filk, which ftands us in twenty fhillings+a pound. At the very time that this Chapter 
is under my hand a letter has been received from the reverend mini tier of the Proteftant 
' congregation at Ebenezer, by which it plainly appears, that filk may be produced in the 
greateft perfection, and without any confiderable difficulty in this country, provided 
the people had proper encouragement. We are not to under'land by this, that the 
people in that country affect to make terms with us, and refufe to raife ftlk unlefs we 
will give them more for it than it is worth ; for the fad is quite otherwife, the 
encouragement they demand, is not fo much on their own behalf as for the fake of 
the commodity. 

All beginning?; hard, and thefe people, in undertaking this work, are beginning 
two things at the fame time, viz. to raife filk, and to raife a fubfiftence: if thefe 
interfere with each other, it is very plain that the former mud give way to the latter. 
It is natural for people to wifli to live well, but it is neceffary that they fhould live fome 
way or other; and therefore this poor clergyman honedly tells us, that his people 
having now got into a way of winding the (ilk off the cocones, they would apply them- 
felves more diligently to this bufinefs, if they were not called off by other cares, that is, 
to get wherewithal to live upon. If therefore we really mean to promote the raifmg 
of filk in general, and aim, indead of curiofity, to make it a commodity, we need only 
declare a bounty upon it; this would fpeedily do the bufinefs; it would encourage 
every body there to turn their hands to this work, and it is a work to which all hands 
may be turned, women and children as well as men ; and no fuch hard labour as to 
render flaves neceffary. What this might produce we may in fome meafure guefs, 
from what the culture of filk produces in Italy *, where four and five pounds an acre 
are common prices for lands that bear mulberry trees, where the leaves are fold at a 
high rate, and where the poor people willingly give their time and labour, in feeding 
and attending the worms, for half the price of the filk; which is but divided between 
the labourer and the landholder; amounting commonly to between three and four 
pounds a tree. If once this bufinefs was effectually fet a-going, there is no queftion 
but the progrefs would be very fpeedy, and the bounty paid for a few years, would 
moft effectually eftablifh both commodity and colony. 

On the other hand it ought to be confidered, that the price of Georgia filk, and the 
bounty upon it, would be both paid in our own commodites; whereas we pay now for 
Piedmont filk wholly in ready money ; fo that the difference to the nation will be but a 
very trifle; perhaps I fhould not carry the thing too far, if I faid nothing. It is very 
poffible, that when this trade came to flourilh in Georgia, it might alfo be fet up in 
Carolina, and even in Virginia, there being no fort of doubt, that with due attention 
and application, filk might be produced in both thefe colonies; neither is this any new 
•dilSovery, but what has been obferved by all the writers upon the affairs of the plan¬ 
tations for many years paft; but if it fhould be the cafe, it .would not be at all de¬ 
trimental to this nation ; but on the contrary, this very thing will lay us under a new 
Obligation to Georgia, for then we fhould have the filk manufacture as much in our 
hands, if not more, than we have the woollen; and how vaft an alteration this would 
make in the balance of our trade, may be eafily {hewn. 

It i| to be obferved, that in all filk manufactures there are two kinds of filk employed, 
one for jthe warp or cane, which is the very filk that our colonies would produce *, but 
before this filkjcan be ufed, it muff be thrown by an engine into what i6 called organ- 
jane, for which there is at prefent but one engine in this kingdom, which is the famous 
filk-mill at ‘‘Derby > finfce the erecting of which his Sardinian majefly has prohibited 

*8 the 
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the exportation of raw filk from his dominions; fo that what we have from his country 
is organzine. He has done Ml more for the benefit of his fubjeftsj; for he has laid 
fuch high duties upon our manufactures, as amount almoft to a prohibition ; fothat as 
I have more than once faid, we are obliged to pay for this filk. in ready money, for it 
is fo neceffary to us, that our filk manufactures cannot be carried on without it; and 
by this means his fubjeCts take annually from this nation about two hundred thoufand 
pounds in money. Befides what we receive from Piedmont, we have likewife con- 
fiderable quantities of raw filk of the fame kind with that from Genoa, and other parts 
of Italy ; which is thrown into organzine by the engine at Derby. 

As to the other kind of filk, which makes the woof or fhute, it^pomes to us from 
many places, but particularly by the way of Turkey ; fo that if had the former kind 
of filk from our plantations, it would enable us to confume a much greater quantity of 
this other filk that cometh to us by the way of Turkey, for which we pay in our 
woollen manufactures; fo that here is plainly a double advantage j firft, of faving 
the ready money which is paid for one kind of filk; and next, increafing the ex¬ 
portation of our own goods, for which we bring home in exchange that other kind of 
filk; and if once we were in poffeflion of thefe advantages, there would follow a third, 
equal, if not fuperior to both ; for we fhould be then inconteftibly able to fabricate all 
kinds of wrought fiiks at fo cheap a rate as to underfell molt parts of Europe; which 
would draw a demand from Germany, Flanders, Spain, and Portugal, to the incon¬ 
ceivable benefit of the merchants and manufacturers of this kingdom, who are beyond 
all queftion in conjunction with the feamen, who mull thrive when they do, the rnoft 
Valuable people in it, and by wbofe induftry tile reft are maintained. Thus wc fee that 
the defign of eftablifhing thebufinefs of raifing filk in Georgia, is in itfelf a matter of 
vaft moment, not to the truftccs or the inhabitants of that new colony only, but to the 
whole nation ; a thing that would give a new turn to our trade ; employ a multitude 
of hands at home, by promoting both the filk and woollen manufactures; enlarge 
out commerce abroad, encreafe our flapping, augment the number of our feamen, and 
enable us the better to bear thofe vaft expences into which, it is faid, the circumftances 
of affairs abroad have neceffar'dy plunged us. 

Before I part with this fuhjcCt, I think it becomes me to add fomewhat with relpeCt 
to the conduct of the King of Sardinia, which, from what I have faid above, may be 
thought in fome meafure unkind towards this nation ; whereas, properly underftood, 
nothing of that fort will appear. The firft and great concern of every prince, or at 
lead of every wife and good prince, is the welfare of Jiis own fubjeCts; and with refpeCt 
to the monarch of whom we are fpeaking, he has purfued it with great fteadinefs and 
prudence. His duties upon French commodities arc very low; fo that his fubjeCts are 
fumiftied from thence with woollen manufactures at very reafonable rates, and .^by, 
putting our goods under a very high cultom his fubjeCts fell their filk dear, and for 
ready money ; and thus, by the interpofition of the government, they make the rnoft of 
their goods, and are as rich as the nature and extent of their country will,permjt 
them to be. It miift indeed be allowed, that as things ftand at prefent his Sardinian 
Majefty’s political and commercial concerns are in a manner oppofite to each other * 
but this does not hinder him from purfuing both. The balance of power in Italy is a 
thing of vaft importance to him, fince, if it fhould be loft, he would fcarce be able to 
keep his dominions ; but the trade of his fubjeCts is likewife ofgreat importance, for 
without thht his dominions would be hardly worth keeping. Hif conduct therefore, hi 
both refpeCts is wife and juft, though it falls out to be in fome meafure prejqdfcud to us, 

and that too in our tendereft concerns, our manufactures and our trade. 
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Bat what then, ought we to differ with o/blame him ?- nothingUike it; we ought, 
on the contrary, to admire and imitate him; we ought to make the fame dif- 
jin&ion that he does, between our political and commercial interefts; we ought 
to fheyr ourfelves firm in fupportiag the former, and in order to it we mu ft be 
vigorous in promoting the latter. We fee very plainly and clearly, or at leaft w: 
may fee it if we will, that there is nothing more practicable in the world, than the 
railing the filk trade in Georgia; the country is fit for it, the climate is fit for it; we 
have raifed, and may raife, what quantities of mulberry-trees we will; the filkworm 
thrives there wonderfully well, which however is the cafe of very few countries; and 
the filk brought .from thence has been found excellent. If all this does not pafs for 
demonftration in a" matter of this nature, it is in vain to look for demonftration. On 
the other hand, that the railing of filk ki Georgia would fill that country with white 
people; would fecure to us the affection, and the affiftance of the neighbouring 
Indian nations, and fo render it an effectual frontier is beyond all difpute; and that the 
advantages accruing to this kingdom, by enabling that plantation to furnifh us with filk 
equal in quality to the Italian, are fo plain and certain that I make no fcruple of 
affirming, that if due care was taken in this refpect, all the expence neceffary to eflablifh 
the filk trade there, would not amount to above one year’s purchafe of the profits, 
five and twenty years hence; by which I mean, that the advantages accruing from this 
colony to Great Britain, in 1771; fuppofing the filk trade immediately fettled there, 
and by immediately, I mean no more than as foon as poflible, will equal all that the 
public has or may lay out upon that feltlement before it becomes able to maintain 
itfelf. We manure our lands before we expeCt crops from them ; we manufacture out 
goods before we fend them to market; we educate our Aildren before we expeCt they 
fhould provide for jhemfclves; and why fhould not we take the fame care of this colony, 
before we expeCt public advantages from thence. 

It has been already fhewn what may be cxpeCted from the different method purfued 
in the eftablifhing this and other colonies; and how eafily, and how entirely, it jnay 
be turned to the fervice of Great Britain, fo as in the compafs of a few years to anfwer 
national expectations, better than colonies that have been much longer fettled. But we 
muft keep thefc points in view; we mult proceed as we have begun,.or all that we have 
hitherto done will be thrown away ; and if it fhould, we can blarne nobody but our- 
felves. We have feen the filk trade planted there; we havefeen it take root, and even 
bring forth bloffoms, which, if the beft judges may be trufled, promifethe faireft fruit ; 
let it not then be loft for a little c;ire or a little expcnce, if that be neceffary, in pruning 
and watering it. 

r might likewife take notice of the railing wine here; indeed, I have promifed it, 
but I have infilled fo long upon filk, that I can be but fhort upon this head; yet fome- 
thing I will fay. There were great hopes that this improvement might foon have been 
brought to perfection, but fome difficulties have been found, in the way, and they are 
^liefly thefe: The coat of the natural grape is not ftrong enough, and therefore when 
it grows ripe they burft. The froft, about the vernal equinox, frequently kills the 
vines when they are fhooting; and as to the European grapes, it is found that the 
infects of the country deftroy them. Yet experience has fhewn, that by grafting the 
European on the wild vine, all thefe inconveniencies are in a great meafure prevented ; 
|pr then it fhoots later, and fo efcapes the froft better; the grape fkins become thicker 
and ftropger, and in fifes do it lefs prejudice: fo that there are ftill hopes* that wine 
may be majje there, bojh in great plenty, and in great perfection; and if we refleCt on. 
the miftake we made, with refpeCt to the Cape of Good Hope, which we abandoned 
a| worth nothirfg, ah# which the Dutch, by their induftry, have made one of the 
* * - fineft 
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fined and mod valuable plantations in the world; we fliall not be hafty in flighting 
thd'e hopes. 

Befides, there is nothing wanting in this country but a fuflicicnt-number of inhabits 
ahts, to render it, in every refpect, a fertile and a pleafant lcltlement. They reap very 
good wheat here in May ; they mow their grafs in June ; they might cultivate rice here¬ 
to great advantage, if that was judged proper, which, however, for many good reafons, 
is thought not fo; olives flourifh there in the greatdl perfection ; and fo do oranges in 
thefouth part of the province, where (1 fpeak on the credit of eye-witnefles) an orange 
tree has been known, in feven years time, to have been fifteen feer from lhe root to the 
branches. . .*» 

Thefe confiderations, v. itb refpect to the confcquenccs that fmay follow from the 
improvement of this Infl fetth-ment, which 1 look upon to be the honour of theprefent 
age, have proceeded folely from a regard to truth, and to the public fervice which are 
the June motives that have directed me through the courfe of rhis undertaking. It 
appeared to me that there were many things, in relation to molt of the colonies, and 
particularly in refpect to this, about which the world in general was either mifmformed 
or not informed at all; and therefore I thought it would be doing l'ome fervicc to trade, 
to the colonies, and to the public, if thefe points were fully and fairly treated; for 
which purpofe I took pains to procure the belt materials I could, awd have digefted 
them in the belt method I was able, but in fuch a way that the principal facts appear 
all along with their proper authorities ; lb that the reader fees to what he gives credit, 
and is not obliged to take any thing upon trult from me; all my reafonings being fub- 
mitled, as they ought to be, in his judgment, with full liberty to admit as little or as 
much as he thinks lit, when no has duly weighed the arguments that are offered in 
fupport of them. It is in this way, and in this way only, that fedentary perfons can 
make theml'elves uieful to focicty, and in this way they may he very ufeful, by furnilh- 
ing others with an opportunity of viewing and reflecting upon things which otherwife 
might never have come to their notice. 

One thing more I mult obferve before I conclude this chapter, which is, that if there 
be any thing in it, or indeed in any of thole relating to the Britifli plantations, which 
ought, in a particular manner, to claim the attention of the public-, it is, in a great 
meafure, due to the lights afforded by the Honourable James Oglethorpe, from whom, 
if the author has caught any part of that generous lpirit, which inclines a man to bend 
all his thoughts, and turn all his labours, to the fervice of his country, it is but juft that 
he Ihould acknow ledge it; and this he is the more rdady to do, becaufe if there be any 
merit in his performance, capable of making it known to and efteemed by pofteyjty, 
he would willingly coulee rate it as a mark of his efteem and gratitude, for the many 
informations he has received, and the right turn that has been given to his inquiries/ 
by that knowing anil worthy perfon, who is equally happy in rendering the greateft 
perfonai lervices himfelf to the community, and by infilling the like difpofition in 
others, both by hi;* example and converlation. 
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THE FIRST VOYAGE OF M. MARTIN FROBISHER, 

TO THE NOItTH-WEST, 

FOR THE SEARCH OF THE STRAIGHT OR PASSAGE TO CHINA •, 

WbittEv by CHRISTOPHER HALL, Master in the Gabriel, 

And made in the Year of our Lord 1576. * 

T I ^HE 7th of June being Thurfday, t he two barks, viz. the Gabriel and the Michael, 
and our pinnace, let fail at Ratclilfe, and bare down to Deptford, and there we 
anchored; the caufe was, that our pinnace burft her bowfprit and foremaft aboard of 
a Ihip that rode at Deptford 5 elfe we meant to have palled that day by the Court then 
at Greenwich. 

The eighth day, being Friday, about twelve o’clock, we weighed at Deptford, and 
fet fail, all three of us, and bare down by the Court, where we lliot off our ordnance, 
and made the bell Ihew we could. Her Majefty, beholding the fame, commended it, 
and bade us farewell, with lhaking her hand at us out of the window. Afterward Ihe 
fent a gentleman aboard of us, who declared that her Mjjjefty had good liking of our 
doings, and thanked us for it j and alfo willed our captain to come the next day to the 
court to take his leave of her. 

The fame day, towards night, Mr. Secretary Woolly came aboard of us, and declared 
to the company, that her Majefty had appointed him to give them charge to be obedient 
and diligent to their captains and governors in all things, and wilhed us happy fuccefs. 

The 12th day, being over againft Gravefend, by the caftle or blockhoule, we ob- 
ferved the latitude, which was 51 degrees 33 minutes, and in that place the variation 
of the compafs is 11 degrees and a half. 

The 24th day, two o’clock in the afternoon, I had fight of Faire Ille, being from us 
fix leagues North and by Eaft ; and when I brought it N.W. by N. it did rife at the 
fouthernmoft end with a little hummock, and fwamp in the midft. 

The 25th day, from four to eight o’clock in the forenoon, the wind at N.W. by N. 
a frefli gale, I call about to the weftward, the fouthernmoft head of Schetland, called 
Swmborne Head, N.N.W. from me, and the land of Faire Hie W. S.W. from me, I 
foiled directly to the north head of that faid land, founding as I ran in, having 60, 50, 
and 40 fathoms, and grey red fhells; and within half a mile of that ifland, there are 
36 fathoms; for I failed to that ifland to fee whether there was any roadfted for a N.W. 
wind; and I found, by my founding, hard rocks, and foul ground, and deep water, 
within two cables length of the fhore, 28 fathoms, and fo did not anchor, but plied to 
and fro with my forefail and mizen, till it was high water, under the ifland. The tide 
fetteth there N.W. and S. E.; the flood fetteth S. E. and the ebb N.W. 

Thfe 26th day, having the wind at South, a fair gale, failing from Faire Ifle to Swin- 
ljorne head, I did obferve the latitude; the ifland of Fowlay being W. N.W* f rom me 
fix leagues, anti Swiabome Head E. S. E. from me, I found my elevation to be 37 de- 
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grces, and my declination 22 degrees 46 minutes; fo that my latitude was 59 degrees 
46 minutes. At that prefent, being near jto Swinborne Head, having a leak which did 
trouble us, as alfo to take in frefh water, I plied room with a found, which is called 
S. Tronions, and there did anchor in feven fathoms water and fair fand. You have, 
coming in the found’s mouth, in entering, feventeen, fifteen, twelve, ten, nine, eight, 
and feven fathoms, and the found lieth in N. N.W, an.! there we rode to a well fun, 
and flopped our leak ; and having refreshed ourfeJvcs with wrier, at a N. N.W. fun, 

I fet fail from S. Tronions, the wind at S. S. E. and turned out till we'were clear of the 
found, and fo failed welt to go clear of (he if!and of Fowlay. And running oil toward 
Tow lay, 1 founded, having iiftv fathoms, and flreamy ground; -/wd allb I founded, 
Fowlay being north from me, one league off that ifiand, being fr'i y fathom at the lbuth 
liead, and ftreamy ground, like broken oatmeal, and one ihell being red and white like 
mackarel. 

The 27th day, at a 1 ’outh fun, I did obferve the latitude, the ifiand of Fowlay being 
from ine two leagues E. N.K., I found mvlelf to be in latitude 59 degrees 59 minutes, 
truly obferved, the wind at S. S. W. I failed W. by N. 

From twelve to four o’clock in the afternoon, the wind at fouth, a fair gale, the fliip 
failed W. by N. fix leagues; and at the end of this watch 1 founded, having fixty 
fathoms with little ftones and /hells ; the ifiand from us eight leagues call. 

The ill July, from four to eight o’clock, we failed weft, four glades four leagues, 
and at that prefent we had fo much wind, that we Ipooned afore the fea S. W. two 
leagues. 

The 3d day, we found ouij, compafs to be varied one point to the weftwards. This 
day, from four to eight o’clock, we failed W. by S. fix leagues. 

From eight to twelve o’clock at noon, W. by S. four leagues ; at that prefent I found 
our compafs to be varied eleven degrees and one-fourth part to the weftward, which is 
one point. 

The 11 th day, at a S. E. fun, we had fight of the land of Frifcland, bearing from 
us W. N.W. fixteen leagues, and rifinglike pinnacles of fteeples, and all covered with 
fnow. I found mylelf in 61 .degrees of latitude. We failed to the ftiorc, and could 
find no ground at *150 fathoms; we hoifted out our boat, and the captain, with four 
men, rowed to the Ihore to get on land ; but the land lying full of ice, they could not 
get on land, and lo they came aboard again. We had much ado to get clear of the 
ice, by reafon of the fog; yet, from Thurfday eight o’clock in the morning, to Friday 
at noon, we failed S. W. 20 leagues. * 

The 18th day, at a S. E. fun, 1 found the fun to be elevated 33 degrees, and at a 
S. E. fun 40 degrees. So I obferved it till I found it at the higheft, and then it was 
elevated 52 degrees. 1 judged the variation of the compafs to be two points and a half 
to the weftward. 

The 2 ift day, we had fight of a great drift of ice, feeming a firm land, and we caft 
weftward to be cleared of it. 

The 26th we had fight of a land of ice, the latitude was 62 degrees 2 minutes. 

The 28th, in the morning, was very foggy ; but at the clearing up of the fog, we 
had fight of laud, which 1 luppofed to be Labrador, with great ftore of ice about the 
land; I ran in towards it, and founded, but could get no bottom at 100 fathoms, and 
the ice beytg fo thick, I could not get to the Ihore, and fo lay off; and came clear df 
the ice. Upon Monday we came within a mile of the Ihore, and fought a harbour: 
all the found was full of ice, and our boat rowing afhore, could get no grfmnd at 100 
fathoms, within a cable!s length of the Ihore. Then we failed N. E«along the Ihore, 
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for fo the land lieth, and the current is there great, fetting N. E. and S, W., and we 
could have gotten anchor ground, we would have feen with what force it had run; but 
.-I judge, a fliip may drive a league and a half in one hour, with the tide. 

The 31 ( 1 ^ at four o’clock in the morning, being fair and clear, we had fight of a head 
land, as we judged, hearing from us N. by E., and we failed N. E. by N. to that land, 
and when we came thither, we could not get to that land for ice; for the ice flretched 
along the coafl, fo that we could not come to the land by five leagues. 

Wednefday thefirit of Augult it calmed ; and in the afternoon I caufed my boat to 
be hoifled out, being hard by a great ill anti of ice ; and I and four men rowed to that 
ice, and foundcd-nythin two cables length of it, and had fix teen fathoms; and after 
that, founded again, within a minion (hot; and had ground at ioo fathoms, and fair 
land. We founded the next day, a quarter of a mile from it, and had 6o fathoms, 
rough ground; and at that prelent being aboard, that great ifland of ice fell one part 
from another, making a noife, as if a great cliff had fallen into the fea ; and at lour 
o’clock 1 founded again, and had 90 fathoms, and fmall black Hones, and little white 
Hones like pearls. The tide here did let to die Hiore. 

The 10th, 1 took four men and mylelf, and rowed to lliore, to an ifland one league 
from the main, and there the Hood letteth S.W. along the fliore, and it (loweth, as 
near as 1 could judge, lb too ; I could not tarry to prove it, bocaufe the lliip was a great 
way from me, and 1 feared a fog; but when 1 came alliore it was low water. I went 
to the top of the ifland, and before L came back, it was higbed a foot water, and fo, 
without tarrying, T came aboard. 

The nth, we found our latitude to be 63 degrees 8 minutes; aiul this day we en¬ 
tered the Hraight. 

The 12th, we fet fail towards an ifland, called the Gabriels Ifland, which was ten 
leagues then from us. 

The 1 yth, we efpied a found, and bare with it, and came to a Tandy bay, where we 
came to an anchor, the land bearing E. S. E. olf us, and there we rode all night, in 
eight fathoms water. It flowed there at a S. E. moon. We called it Prior’s bound ; 
being from the Gabriels Ifland 10 leagues. 

The 14th, we weighed and ran into another found, where we anchored in eight 
fathoms water, fair land and black ooze, and there caulked our lliip, being weak from 
the wales upwards, and took in frefh water. 

The 1 5th day, we weighed and failed to Priors bay, being a mile from thence. 

The 16th day was calm, and \f'e rode Hill, without ice; but prcfently, within two 
hours, it was frozen round about the fliip, a quarter of an inch thick ; and that day 
very fair and calm. 

The 17th day, we weighed, and came to Thomas Williams Ifland. 

The 18th day, we failed N. N.W. and anchored again in 23 fathoms, and tough 
ooze, under Butchers Ifland, which is, from the former ifland, ten leagues. 

* The 19th day, in the morning, being calm, and no wind, the oaptain and I took 
our boat, with eight men in her, to row us alhore, to fee if there were any people, or 
no, and going to the top of the ifland, we had fight of feven boats, which came rowing 
from the ealt Tide, toward that ifland, whereupon we returned on board again: at 
length we font our boat with five men in her, it) fee whither they rowed, and fo with 
a white cloth brought one of their boats with their men along the Ihore, rowing after 
our boat* till filch time as they law our fliip, and then they rowed alhore. Then I 
went on Ihore mylelf, and gave every of them a threaden point, and brought one of 
them aboard oleine,, where lie did eat and drink, and then carried him on Ihore again; 

*8 whereupon 
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whereupon all the reft came aboard with tlieir boats, being nineteen perfons; and they 
fpake, but we underftood them not. They be like to Tartars, with long black hair, 
broad faces, and flat nofes, and tawny in colour, wearing feal fkins; and fo do the, 
women, not differing in the f'afhion ; but the women are marked in the face with blue’ 
ftreaks down the cheeks, and round about the eyes. Their boats are made all of feal 
fkins, with a keel of wood within the fkin; the proportion of them is like a Spanifh 
fhallop, lave only they be fiat in the bottom, and fharp at both ends. 

The 20th day we weighed, and went to the eafl tide of this ifland, and I and the cap¬ 
tain, with four men more, went on fhore, and there we law their houfes j and the 
people efpying us, came rowing towards our boat; whereupon we jdied toward our 
boat, and we being in our boat, and they on fhore, they called yj us and we rowed to 
them, and one of their company came into our boat, and we carried him aboard, and 
gave him a boll, and a knife: fo the captain and 1 willed five of our men to fet him 
atliore at a rock, and not among the company which they came from ; but their wilful- 
lid’s was fuch, that they would go to them, and l’o were taken ihcmfelves, and our 
boat loft. 

The next day, in the morning, we flood in near the fhore, and fhot oft' a fauconet, 
and founded our trumpet; but we could hear nothing of our men. This found we 
called, The five men’s found, and plied out of it, but anchored again in 30 fathoms 
and ooze, and riding there all night, in the morning the fnow lay. a foot thick upon 
our hatches. 

The 22d day, in the morning, we weighed, and went again to the place where we 
toft our men and our boat. We had light of fourteen boats, and fome came near to 
us; but we could learn nothing of our men : among the reft, we enticed one boat to 
our fhip’s fide, with a bell, and in giving him the bell we took him and his boat, and 
fo kept him, and l’o rowed down to Thomas Williams Ifland, and there anchored all 
night. 

The 26th day we weighed to come homeward, and by twelve o’clock at noon we 
were thwart of Trumpets Ifland. 

The next day we came thwart of Gabriels Ifland, and at eight o’clock at night we had 
the Cape Labrador} as wo fnppol'cd, weft from us 10 leagues. 

The 28th day we went our courfe S. F. and on the 29th wc failed S. E. by E. 22 
leagues. 

The firft day of September, in the morning, we had fight of the land of Frifeland, 
being eight leagues from us; but wc could not come near it, for the monftrous ice 
that lay about it. From this day, till the fixth of this month, we ran along Ifland, 
and had the fouth part of it, at eight o’clock, eaft from us ten leagues. 

The 7th day of this month we had a very terrible ftorm, by force whereof one of our 
men was blown into the l’ea out of our waift ; but he caught hold of the forefail fheet, 
and there held till the captain plucked him again into the ihip. 

The 25th day ofjthis month we had light of the ifland of Orkney, which was then 
eaft from us. The firil day of Orioher we had fight of the Scheld, and fo failed about 
the coaft, and anchored at Y annouth, and the next day wc came into Harwich. 


THE 
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THE SECOND VOYAGE OF MASTER MARTIN FROBISHER, 

MADE TO THE WEST AND NORTH-WEST REGIONS, 

In the Year 1577 ; 

WJXH A DESCRIPTION 1 OF THE COUNTRY ANI) PEOPI.E. 

% 

Written by Master DIONISE SETTLE. 

O N Whitfunday, being the 26th of May, in the year of our Lord 1577, Captain 
Frobilher departed from Blackwall with one of the Queen’s Majcfty’s (hips, called 
the Aide, of nine fcore tons, or thereabouts, and two other little barks likewife, the one 
called the Gabriel, whereof Mafter Fenton, a gentleman of my lord of Warwick, was 
captain; and the other the Michael, whereof Mafter York, a gentleman of my Lord 
Admiral’s, was captain, accompanied with feven fcore gentlemen, foldiers, and failors, 
well furnifhed with victuals, and other provifions neceflary for one half year, on this 
his fecond voyage, for the further difeovering of the paftage to Cathay, and other 
countries thereunto adjacent, by W. and N.W. navigations; which paftage or way i| 
fuppofed to be on the North, and N.W. parts of America ; and the faid America t 
be an ifland, environed with the fea, where through our merchants may have courle 
and recourfe with their merchandize, from thefe our northernmoft parts of Europe, to 
thofe oriental coafts of Afia, in much fhorter time, and with greater benefit, than any 
others, to their no little commodity and profit that do or fhall frequent the fame. Our 
faid captain and general of this prefent voyage and company having, the year before, 
with two little pinnaces, to his great danger and no fmall commendations, given a 
worthy attempt towards the performance thereof, is alfo preft, when occafion mail be 
miniftered (to the benefit of his Prince and native country) to adventure himfelf further 
therein. As for this fecond voyage, it feemeth fufficient, that he hath better explored 
and fearched the commodities of thofe people and countries, which in his firft voyage, 
the year before, he had found out. 

Upon which confederations, the day and year before expreffed, we departed from 
Blackwall to Harwich, where, making an accomplifhment of things neceflary, the laft 
of May we hoifted up fails, and, with a merry wind, the 7th June, we arrived at the 
illa'nds, called Orcades, or vulgarly, Orkney; being in number thirty, fubjett and 
adjacent to Scotland, where we made provifion of frefh water; in the doing whereof, 
our general licenfed the gentlemen and foldiers, for their recreation, to go on fhore. 
At our landing, the people fled from their 1 poor cottages, with fhrieks and alarms, to 
warn their neighbours of enemies; but, by gentle perfuafions, we reclaimed them to 
their houfes. It feemeth, they are often frighted with pirates, or foine other enemies, 
that move them with fuch fudden fear. Their houfes are very fmiply built with pebble 
(tone, without any chimnies, the fire being made in the midft thereof. The good man, 
wife, children, and other of the family, eat and deep on the one fide of the houfe; 
and the cattle 6n the other; very beaftly and rudely, in refpeft of civility. They are 
deftitutexrf wood j their fire is turves and cowlhards. They have corn, bigge, and 
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oats, with which they pay their king’s rents, to the maintenance of his houfe. They 
take great quantity of fifli, which they dry in the wind and fun. They drefs their meat 
very filthily, and eat it without fait. Their apparel is after the rudeft fort of Scotland 
their money is all bafe; their church and religion is reformed according to the Scots. 
The fifhermen of England can better declare the difpofition of thefe people than I; 
wherefore I remit their ufages to their reports, as yearly repair thither in their courfe 
to and from the ifland for fifh. 

We departed here hence the 8th of June, and followed our courfe between W. and 
N.W. until the 4th of July, all which time we had no night; but that eafily, and with- 
out impediment, we had, when we wore fo difpofed, the fruition ojj our books and 
other pleafures, to pafs away the time, a thing of no fmall morqpnt to fuch as wander 
in unknown feas and long navigations, efpecially when both the winds and raging furges 
do pafs their common and wonted courfe. This benefit cndureth in thole parts, 
not fix weeks; but where the pole is raifed to 70 or 80 degrees, it continueth much 
longer. 

All along thefe feas, after we were fix days failing from Orkney, we met, floating in 
the fea, great fir trees, which were, as we judged, with the fury of great floods, rooted 
up, and fo driven into the fea. Ifland hath almoft no other wood nor fuel, but fuch as 
they take up upon their coafts. It feemeth that thefe trees are driven^from fome part 
of the Newfoundland, with the current that fettcth from the weft to the eaft. 

The 4th of July we came within the making of Frifeland. From this Ihore 1 o or 13 
leagues, we met great illands of ice, of half a mile, fome more, fome lels, in compafs, 
Shewing, above the fea, 30 or 40 fathoms, and, as we fuppofed, faff on ground, 
where, with our lead, we could fcarce found the bottom for depth. 

Here, in place of odoriferous and fragrant l’tnells of l'weet gums, and pleafant notes 
of mufical birds, which other countries, in more temperate zones, do yield, we taftcd 
the moll boifterous boreal Llafts, mixed with fnow and hail, in the months of June 
and July, not inferior to our intemperate winter: a hidden alteration, and efpecially in 
a place and parallel where the pole is not elevate above 6 x degrees, at which height 
other countries, more to the north, yea, unto 70 degrees, (hew themfelves'more tem¬ 
perate than this doi'h. 

All along this coaft ice lieth, as a continual bulwark, and fo defended) the country, 
that thole that would land there incur great danger. Our general, three days together, 
attempted with the {hip boat to have gone on Ihore, which for that without great danger 
he could not accomplifh; he deferred it until a more convenient time. All along the 
Coaft lie very high mountains, covered with fnow, except in fuch places, where, through 
the fteepnefs of the mountains, of force it muft needs fall. Four days coafting along 
this land, we found no figns of habitation. Little birds, which we judged to have loft 
the fhore, by reafon of thick fogs which that country is much fubject to, came flying 
into our fliips, which made us fuppofe, that the country is both mdre tolerable, and 
alfo habitable wit hip, than the outward Ihore maketh (how or fignification. 

From hence we departed the 8th of July, and the 16th of the fame, we came with 
the making of land, which land our general the year before had named the Queen’s 
Foreland, being an ifland, as we judge, lying near the fuppofed continent with Ame¬ 
rica ; and on the other fide, oppofite to the lame, one other ifland, called Halles Ifle, 
after the name of the raafter of the fhip, near adjacent to the firm land, fuppofed con¬ 
tinent with" Afia; between the which two iflands there is a large entrance «w.ftraight, 
called Frobifher’s Straight, after the name of our general, the fir ft finder thereof. This 
/aid ftraight is fuppofed to have paffage into the fea of Suez, which I leave unknown 
"as yet. 
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It feemetn, that either here, or nof for hence, the fea Ihould have more large entrance 
than in other parts within the frozen or intemperate zone, and that i'ome contrary tide, 
.either from the eaft or weft, with main force cafteth out that great quantity of ice, 
which cometh floating from this roaft even unto Fril'eland, caufing the country to feem 
more intemperate than others much more northerly than the fame. 

I cannot judge that any temperature, under the pole, the time of the fun’s northern 
declination being half a year and one whole day (confidering that the fun’s elevation 
furmounteth not 23 deg. and 30 min.) can have power to difl'olve fuch monftrous and 
huge ice, comparable to great mountains, except by fome other force, as by fwift 
currents and tideg^ with the help of the faid day of half a-year. 

Before we came within the making of theft* lands we tailed cold ftorms, infomuch 
that it feemed we had changed lummer with winter, if the length of the days had not 
removed us from that opinion. 

At our firft coming the ftraights feemed to be flrnt up with a long mure of ice, 
which gave no little caufc of dil'eomfort unto us all; but our general (to whole dili¬ 
gence imminent dangers and difficult attempts feemed nothing, in refpedt of his willing 
mind for the commodity of his Prince and country), with two little pinnaces prepared 
of purpofes, palled twice through them to the eaft Ihore, and the illands thereunto 
adjacent ; and tjie (hip, with the two barks, lay olf and on fomething further into the 
fea, from the danger of the ice. 

Whilft he was fearching the country near the Ihore, fome of the people of the 
country {hewed themfelves, leaping and dancing, with ft range Ihrieks and cries, which 
gave no little admiration to our men. Our general delirous to allure them to us by 
fair means, caufed knives and other things to be proffered unto them, which they 
would not take at our hands, but being laid on the ground, and the party going away, 
they came and took up, leaving fomething of theirs to countervail the fame. At 
length two of them leaving their weapons, came down to our general and mailer, who 
did the like to them, commanding the company to ftay, and went unto them, who 
after certain dumb figns, and mute congratulations, began to lay hands upon them, 
but they cleverly efcaped, and ran to their bows and arrow's, and came fiercely upon 
them, (not refpecling the reft of our company, which were ready for their defence), 
but with their arrows hurt divers of them : we took the one, and the other efcaped. 

Whilft our general was bulled in fearching the country, and thofe illands adjacent on 
the eaft Ihore, the Ihip and barks having great care not to put far into the fea from him, 
for that he had fmall llore of victuals, were forced to abide a cruel tempeft, chancing 
in the night, amongft and in the thickelt of the ice, which was fo monftrous, that 
even the leaft of a thoufand had been of force fufficient to have fhivered our Ihip and 
barks into fmall portions, if Cod, (who in all necellities hath care upon the infirmities 
of man), had not provided for this our extremity a fufficient remedy through the light 
of the night, whereby we might well difeern to flee from fuch imminent dangers, which 
we avoided with fourteen boards in one watch the fpace of four hours. If we had not 
incurred this danger amongft thefe monftrous illands of ice, w’e Ihould have loft our 
general and mailer, and the moll of our bell failors, which w'ere on the Ihore deftitute 
of viduals: but by the valour of our mailer gunner, mailer Jackman, and Andrew 
Dyer, the mailer’s mates, men expert both in navigation and other good qualities, we 
were all content to incur the dangers afore-rehearfed, before we would witji our own 
fafety, rtm intA the feas, to the deftruction of our faid general and his company. 

The day following, being the 19th of July, our captain retyrned to the Ihip, with 
report of fuppofetf rjehes, which Ihewed itfclf in the bowels of thefe barren mountains,, 
wherqwith we were all fatisfied. 


Within 
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, Within four days after we had been at the entrance of the ftraights, the N. W. and 
W. winds difperfed the ice into the fea, and made us a large entrance into the ftraights, 
fo that without any impediment, cn the 19th of July we entered them, and the 2©tl>. 
thereof, our general and mafter with great diligence fought out and founded the weft 
ihore, and found out a fair harbour for the fhip and barks to ride in, and named it after 
our mafter’s mate, Jackman’s Sound, and brought the (hip, barks, and all their com¬ 
pany, to fafe anchor, except one man, which died by God’s vifitation. 

At our firft arrival, after the fhip rode at anchor, our general, with fuch company 
as could well be fpared from the {hips, in marching order entered the land, having 
fpecial care by exhortations, that, at our entrance thereinto, we ftmuld all with one 
voice, kneeling upon our knees, chiefly thank God for our arrival; fecondly, befeech 
him that it would pleafe his divine Majefty long to continue our Queen, for whom he, 
and all the reft of our company, took pofleflion of the country; and thirdly, that by 
our Chriftian ftudy and endeavour, thefe barbarous people, trained up in paganifm and 
infidelity, might be reduced to the knowledge of true religion, and to the hope of falva- 
tion in Chrift our Redeemer; with other words very apt to fignify his willing mind and 
affe&ion toward his prince and country, whereby all fufpicion of an undutiful fubjed 
may credibly be judged to be utterly exempted from his mind. All the reft of the 
gentlemen, and others, deferve worthily herein their due praife and commendation. 

Thefe things in this order accomplifhed, our general commanded all the company to 
be obedient in things needful for our own fafeguard, to Mafter Fenton, Mafter Yorke, 
and Mafter Beaft, his lieutenant, while he was occupied in other neceffary affairs con¬ 
cerning our coming thither. 

After this order, we all marched through the country, with enfign difplayed, fo far 
as was thought needful, and now and then heaped up ftones on high mountains and 
other places, in token of poffeffion, as likewife to fignify unto fuch as might hereafter 
chance to arrive there, that pofleflion is taken in behalf of fome other prince, by thofe 
who firft found out the cpuntry. 

Whofo maketh navigations to thofe countries, hath not only extreme winds and 
furious feas to encounter withal, but alfo many monftrous and great iflands of ice ; 
a thing both rare, ‘wonderful, and greatly to be regarded. 

We were forced fundry times, while the fhip did ride here at anchor, to have con. 
tinual watch with boats and men ready with hawfers to knit faft unto fuch ice, as with 
the ebb and flood were toffed to and fro in the harbour, and with force of oars to haul 
them away, for endangering the fhip. 

Our general certain days fearched this fuppofed continent with America, and not 
finding the commodity to anfwer his expe&ation, after he made trial thereof, he departed 
thence with two little barks, and men fufficient, to the eaft fhore, being the fuppofed 
continent of Afia, and left the fhip, with moft of the gentlemen, foldiers and failors, 
until fuch time as he either thought good to fend or come for them. 

The ftones of this fuppofed continent with America be altogether fparkled, and 
glifter in the fun like gold ; fo likewife doth the fand in the bright water, yet they 
verify the old proverb, “ all is not gold that gliftereth.” 

On this weft fhore we found a dead fifh floating, which had in his nofe a horn ftraight 
■and torquet, of length two yards latking two inches, being broken in the top, where 
we might perceive it hollow, into the which fome of our failors putting fpiders, they pre- 
fently died. I fawnotthe trial hereof, but it was reported unto me of a truth, by the 
virtue whereof we fuppofed it to he the fea-unicorn. 

* vol, sun 3 s After 
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After our general had found out good harbour for the Ihip and barks to anchor in, 
and alfo fuch ftore of fuppofed gold ore,, as he thought himfelf fatisfied withal, he 
returned to the Michael, whereof Mafter Yorke aforefaid was captain, accompanied 
with our mafter and his mate; who, coafting along the weft more, not far from 
whence the {hip rode, they perceived a fair harbour, and willing to foundthe fame, at 
the entrance thereof they efpied two tents of feal fkins, unto which thecaptain, our 
faid mafter, and other company reforted. At the fight of our men the people fled into 
the mountains: neverthelefs they went to their tents, where leaving certain trifles of 
ours, as glaffes, bells, knives, and fuch like things, they departed, not taking any 
thing of theirs, except one dog ; they did in like manner leave behind them a letter, 
pen, ink, and paper, Whereby our men whom the captain loft the year before, and in 
that people’s cuftody, might (if any of them were alive) be advertifed of our prefence 
and being there. 

On the fame day, after confultation had, all the gentlemen, and others likewife that 
could be fpared from the fhip, under the conduct and leading of Mafter Philpot, (unto 
whom in our general's abfence, and his lieutenant, Mafter Beaft, all the reft were 
obedient,) went alhore, determining to fee, if by fair means we could either allure them 
to familiarity, or otherwife take feme of them, and fo attain to fome knowledge of thofe 
men whom our general loft the year before. 

At our coming back again to the place where their tents were before, they had 
removed their tents further into the faid bay or found, where they might, if they were 
driven from the land, flee with their boats into the fea. We parting ourfelves into two 
companies, and compafling a mountain, came fuddenly upon them by land ; who efpying 
us, without any tarrying fled to their boats, leaving the moft part of their oars behind 
than for hafte, and rowed down the bay, where our two pinnaces met them and drove 
them afhore: but if they had had all their oars, fo fwift are they in rowing, it had been 
loft time to have chafed them. 

When they were landed, they fiercely affaulted our men with their bows and arrows, 
who wounded three of them with our arrows, and perceiving themfelves thus hurt, 
they defperately leaped off the rocks into the fea and drowned themfelves, which if they 
had not done, but had fubmitted themfelves, or if by any means we could have taken 
them alive (being their enemies as they judged), we would both havefaved them, and alfo 
have fought remedy to cure their wounds, received at our hands. But they, altogether 
void of humanity, and ignorant what mercy meaneth, in extremities look for no other 
than death ; and perceiving they fliould fall into our hands, thus miferably by drowning 
rather defired death, than otherwife to be faved by us ; the reft perceiving their fellows 
in this diftrefs, fled into the high mountains. Two women not being fo apt to efcape as 
the men were, the one for her age, and the ’other being incumbered with a young 
child, we took. The old wretch, whom divers of our failors fuppofed to be either 
a devil or a witch, had her bufkins plucked off to fee if fhe were cloven-footed, and 
for her ugly hue and deformity we let her go. The young woman and the child we 
brought away. We named the place where they were flain Bloody Point, and the bay or 
harbour, York’s Sound, after the name of one of the captains of the two barks. Having 
this knowledge both of their fiercenefs and cruelty and perceiving that fair means as yet 
is not able to allure them to familiarity, we difpoled ourfelves, contrary to our inclina¬ 
tion, fomething, to be cruel, returned to their tents and made a fpoil of the fame ; where 
we found an old fhirt, a doublet, a girdle, and alfo (hoes of our men, whom we loft 
the year before j on nothing elfe unto them belonging could we fet our eyes. 


Their 
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Thor riches are not gold, filver, or precious drapery, but their faid tents and boats 
made of thefkinaofred deer and feal Hons j alfo dogs like unto wolves, but for the 
moft part black, with other trifles, more to be wondered at for their ftrangenefs, than, 
for any other commodity needful for our ufe. 

Thus returning to our {hip the 3d of Auguft, we departed from the weft fhore, fup- 
pofed firm with America, after we had anchored there thirteen days, and fo the 4th 
thereof we came to our general on the eaft fhore, and anchored in a fair harbour named 
Ann Warwicke’s Sound, unto which is annexed an ifland both mimed, after the 
Countefs of Warwicke, Ann Warwicke’s Sound and Ifland. 

In this ifle our general thought good for his voyage to freight i>oth the {hip and 
barks with fuch ftone, or fuppofed gold mineral, as he judged tcneountervail the charges 
of his firft and this his fecond navigation to thefe countries. 

In the mean time of our abode here, fome of the country people came to {hew 
themfelves unto us fundry times, on the main fhore, near adjacent to the faid iffe. Our 
general, defirous to have fome news of his men whom he loft the year before, with fome 
company with him repaired with the {hip's boat to commune, or fign with them for fami¬ 
liarity, whereunto he is perfuaded to bring them. They at the firft {hew made tokens that 
three of his five men were alive, and defircd pen, ink, and paper, and that within three 
or four days they would return, and (as we judged) bring thofe of our men which 
were living with them. 

They alfo made figns or tokens of their king, whom they called Cacougii, and how 
he was carried on men’s fhoulders, and a man far furmounting any of our company in 
bignefs and ftature. 

With thefe tokens and figns of writing, pen, ink, and paper was delivered to them, 
which they would not take at our hands, but being laid upon the fhore, and the party 
gone away, they took up; which likewife they do, when they defire any thing for 
change of theirs, laying for that which is left fo much as they think will countervail the 
fame, and not coming near together. It feemeth they have been ufed to this trade or 
traffic with fome other people adjoining or not far diftant from their country. 

After four days, fome of them {hewed themfelves upon the firm land, but not where they 
were before. Our general very glad thereof, fuppofing to hear of our men, went from 
the ifland with^the boat and fufticient company with him. They feemed very glad, and 
allured him about a certain point of the land ; behind which they might perceive a com¬ 
pany of the crafty villains to lie lurking, whom our general would not deal withal, for 
that he knew not what company they were, and fo 'with few figns diftniffed them and 
returned to his company. 

Another time, as our faid general was coafting the country with two little pinnaces, 
whereby at our return he might make the better relation thereof", three of the crafty 
villains, with a white Ikin, allured us to them. Once again, our general, for that he 
hoped to hear of his men, went towards them. At our coming near the fliore,, «where- 
upon they were, we might perceive a number of them lie hidden behind great ftones, 
and thofe three in fight labouring by all means poflible, that fome would come on land j 
and perceiving we made no hafte by words nor friendly figns, which they ufed by 
clapping of their hands, and being without weapon, and but three in fight, they fought 
further means to provoke us thereunto. One alone laid flefh on the ftiore, which we took 
up with the boat-hook, as neceffary victuals for the relieving of the man, woman, and 
child, whom we had taken, for that as yet they could not digeft our’mea:whereby 
they perceived themfelves deceived of their expe&ation, for all their crafty allurements. 
Yet once again to make (as it were) a full fhow of their crafty natures, and fubtle 
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Heights, to the intent thereby to have entrapped and taken fome of our men, one of 
them counterfeited himfelf impotent and laiije of his legs, who feemed to defcend to the* 
v/ater-fide with great difficulty, and to cover his craft the more, one of his fellows 
came down with him, and in fuch places where he feemed unable to pafs, he took him- 
on his fhoulders, fet him by the water-fide, and departed from him, leaving him (as it 
fhould feem) all alone, who playing his counterfeit pageant very well, thought thereby 
to provoke fome of us to come on fhore, not fearing but that one of us might make our 
party good with a lame man. 

Our general having compaflion of his impotency, thought it good (if it were poffible) 
to cure him thereof j wherefore he caufed a foldier to fhoot at him with his caleever, 
which grazed before his face. The counterfeit villain deliverly fled, without any im¬ 
pediment at all, and got him to his bow and arrows, and the reft from their lurking 
holes, with their weapons, bows, arrows, flings, and darts. Our general caufed fome 
ealeevers to be fhot off at them, whereby fome being hurt, they might hereafter ftand 
in more fear of us. 

This was all the anfwer for this time we could have of our men, or of our general’s 
letter. Their crafty dealing at thefe three feveral times being thus manifeft unto us, 
may plainly {hew their difpofition in other things to be correfpondent. We judged that 
they ufed thefe ftratagems, thereby to have caught fome of us, for the delivering of 
the man, woman, and child, whom we had taken. 

They are men of a large corporature and of a good proportion, their colour is not 
much unlike the fun-burnt countryman, who laboureth daily in the fun for his living. 
They wear their hair fomething long, and cut before either with ftone or knife, very 
diforderly. Their women wear their hair long, and knit up with two loops, {hewing 
forth on either fide of their faces, and the reft foltred upon a knot. Alfo fome of their 
women race their faces proportionally, as chin, cheeks, and forehead, and the wrifts of 
their hands, whereupon they lay a colour which continueth dark azurine. 

They eat their meat, all raw, both flefh, fifli, and fowl, or fomething parboiled, 
with blood and a little water, which they drink. For lack of water they will eat ice 
that is hard frozen, as pleafantly as we will do fugarcandy, or other fugar. 

If they for neceffity fake ftand m need of the premifes, fuch grafs as the country 
yieldeth they pluck and eat, not daintily, or faladwife, to lure their ftomachs to 
appetite, but for neceflity fake, without either fait, oils, or walhing, like brute beafts 
devouring the fame; they neither ufe table, ftool, or table-cloth, for comelinefs ; but 
when they are embrued with bloo'd knuckle deep, and their knives in like fort, they 
ufe their tongues, as apt inftruments to lick them dean ; in doing whereof they are 
allured to lofc none of their viduals. * 

They frank or keep certain dogs not much unlike wolves, which they yoke together 
as we do oxen and horfes, to a fled or trail, and fo carry their neceflaries over the ice 
and fnow from place to place, as the captive whom we have, made perfed figns; and 
when thofe dogs are not apt for the ufe, or when with hunger they'are conftrained for 
the lack of other viduals, they eat them, fo that they are needful for them in refped 
of their bignefs, as our oxen are for us. 

They apparel themfelves in the {kins of fuch beafts as they kill, fewed together with 
the finews of them. All the fowl which they kill, they {kin and make thereof one kind 
of garment or other, to defend themfelves from the cold. 

They make tfieir apparel with hoods and tails, which tails they give when they think 
the -jratify any friendlhip {hewed unto them j a great fign of friendmip with them. The 
e them not fo fide a$ the women. 
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The men and women weir their hofe clofe to their legs, from the waift to the knee, 
without any open before, as well the one kjpd as the other. Upon their legs they 
wear hofe of leather, with the fur fide inwara, two or three pair on at once, and efpecially,, 
the women; in thofe hofe they put their knives, needles, and other things needful to 
bear about. They put a bone within their hofe, which reacheth from the foot to the 
knee, whereupon they draw their faid hofe, and fo in place of garters, they are holden ' 
from falling down about their feet. 

They drefs their fkins very foft and fupple with the hair on ; in cold Weather or winter 
they wear the fur fide inward, and in fummer outward. Other apparel they have none 
but the faid fkins. 

Thofe beafts, fifties, and fowls which'they kill, are their meat, drink, apparel, 
houfes, bedding, hofe, fhoes, thread and fails for their boats, with many other 
neceffaries whereof they ftand in need, and almoft all their riches. 

Their houfes are tents, made of feal fkins, pitched up with four fir quarters, four- 
fquare, meeting at the top, and the fkins fewed together with finews, and laid thereupon; 
they are fo pitched up, that the entrance into them is always fouth or againft the fun. 

They have other houfes which we found not to be inhabited, which are raifed with 
ftones and whalebones, and a fkin laid over them to withftand the rain or other weather, 
the entrance of them being not much unlike an oven’s mouth, wb/sre I think they 
refort for a time to fifh, hunt, and fowl, and fo leave them until the next time they 
come thither again. 

The weapons are bows, arrows, darts, and flings: their bows are of wood of a yard 
long, finewcd at the back with ftrong finews, not glued to, but fall girded and tied on j 
their bow-firings are likewife finews ; their arrows are three pieces nocked with bone, 
and ended with bone, with two ends, and the wood in the midft; they pafs not in 
length half a yard, or little more ; they are feathered with two feathers, the pen end 
being cut away, and the feathers laid upon the arrow, with the broad fide to the wood, 
infomuch that they feem when they are tied on, to have four feathers. They have alfo 
three forts of heads to thofe arrows ; one fort of ftone or iron, proportioned like to 
a heart ; the fecond fort of bone, much like unto a flopt head, with a hook on the 
fame; the third fort, of bone likewife, made fliarp at both fides, and fharp pointed. 
They are not n\ade very fafl, but lightly tied to, or elfe fet in a nocke, that upon finall 
occafion the arrows leave thefe heads behind them ; and they are of fmall force, except 
they be very near when they fhoot. 

Their darts arc made of two forts; the one with many forks of bones in the fore end, 
and likewife in the midft; their proportions are not much unlike our toafting irons, 
only longer, hut thefe they caft out of an inftrument of wood very readily. The other 
fort is greater than the firft aforefaid, with a long bone made fharp on both fides, not 
much unlike a rapier, which I take to be their moft hurtful weapon. 

They have two forts of boats made of leather, fet out on the inner fide with 
quarters of wood, antificially tied together with thongs of the fame ; the greater fort are 
not much unlike our wherries, wherein 16 or 20 men may fit; they have for a fail, 
dreft the guts of fuch beafts as they kill very fine and thin, which they few together $ 
the other boat is but for one man to fit and row in with one oar. 

Their order of fifhing, hunting, and fowling, are with thefe faid weapons; but in 
what fort,,or how they ufe them, we have no perletft knowledge as yet. 

I can fuppofe their abode or habitation not to be here, for that neitfier fhefr houfes 
nor apparel are of fuch force withftand the extremity of cold that the country feemeth 
to be infected withal j neither do I fee any fign likely to perform ,the fame. 
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Thofe houfes, or rather dens, which {land there, have no fign of footway, or any 
thing elfe trodden, which is one of the chiefeH tokens of habitation; and thofe tents 
•"which they bring with them, when they have fufficiently hunted and fifhed, they 
remove to other places, and when they have fufficiently flowed them of fuch victuals 
as the country yieldeth or bringeth forth, they return to their winter ftations or habita¬ 
tions.' This conje&ure do I make for the infertility which I conjecture to be in that 
Country. 

They have fome iron, whereof they make arrow heads, knives, and other little in- 
flruments, to work their boats, bows, arrows, and darts withal, which are very unapt 
to do any thing withal, but with great labour. 

It feemeth that they have converfation with fome other people, of whom for 
exchange they fliould receive the fame. They are greatly delighted with any thing 
that is bright, or giveth a found. 

What knowledge they have of God, or what idol they adore, we have no perfect 
intelligence: I think them rather Anthropophagi, or devourers of man’s flefh, 
than otherwife ; for that there is no flefh or ftfh which they find dead, (fmell it never 
fo filthily), but they will eat it, as they find it, without any other dreffing. A* loath- 
fome thing, either to the beholders or hearers. 

There is no manner of creeping bead hurtful, except fome fpiders, (which fome 
affirm are figns of great (lore of gold), and alfo certain flinging gnats, which bite fo 
fiercely, that the place where they bite fliortly after fwelleth and itcheth very fore. 

They make figns of certain people that wear bright plates of gold in their foreheads, 
and other places of their bodies. 

The countries on both fides the flreights lie very high, with rough ftofiy mountains, 
and great quantity of fnow thereon. There is very little plain ground, and no grafs, 
except a little which is much like unto mofs that groweth on foft ground, fuch as we 
get turfs in. There is no wood at all. To be brief, there is nothing fit or profitable 
for the ufe of man, which that country with root yieldeth or bringeth forth : howbeit, 
there is great quantity of deer, whofe fkins are like unto affes ; their heads and horns 
do far exceed, as well in length, as alfo in breadth, any in thefe our parts or countries; 
their feet likewife are as great as our oxen’s, which we meafured to be feven or eight 
inches in breadth. There are alfo hares, wolves, fifhing bears, and fea fowl of 
fundry forts. 

As the country is barren and unfertile, fo are they rude and of no capacity to culture 
the fame to any perfection, but are contented by their hunting, fiffiing, and fowling, 
with raw flefh and warm blood, to fatisfy their greedy paunches, which is their only 
glory. 

There is great likelihood of earthquakes or thunder, for that there are huge and 
monftrous mountains, whofe greatefl fubflance are Hones, and thofe Hones fo fhaken 
with extraordinary means, that one is feparated from another, which is difeordant with 
all other quarries. * 

There are no rivers or running fprings, but fuch as through the heat of the fun, with 
fuch water as defeendeth from the mountains and hills, whereon great drifts of fnow do 
lie, afe ingendered. 

It argueth alfo that there fhould be none ; for that the earth, which with the ex- 
trerhity of the t winter is fo frozen within, that that water which fhould h^ve recourfe 
within the fame to maintain fprings, hath not its motion, whereof great waters have 
their original, as is feen otherwhere. Such vallies as are capable to receive the water, 
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that in the fummer time by the operation of the fun defcendeth from great abundance 
of fnow, which continually lieth on the mountains, and hath no paffage, finketh into 
the earth and fo vanilheth away, without any runnell above the earth, by which occafion, 
or continual Handing of the faid water, the earth is opened, and the great froft yieldeth* 
to the force thereof; which mother places, four or five fathoms within the ground, for 
lack of the faid moifture, the earth (even in the very fummer time) is frozen, and fo 
combineth the ftones together, that fcarcely inftruments with great force lean unknit 
them. 

Alfo where the water in thofe vallies can have no fuch paflage away, by the con¬ 
tinuance of time in fuch order as is before rehearfed, the yearly defeent from the 
mountains filleth them full, that at the loweft bank of the fame tljey fall into the valley, 
and fo continue as filhing-ponds or ftagnes in fummer time full of water, and in the 
winter hard frozen, as by fkarres that remain thereof in fummer may eafily be per¬ 
ceived ; fo that the heat of fummer is nothing comparable or of force to diffolve the 
extremity of cold that cometh in winter. 

Neverthelefs, I am allured, that below the force of the froft within the earth, the 
waters have recourfe, and empty themfelves out of fight into the fea, which through 
the extremity of the froft are conftrained to do the fame j by which occafion the earth 
within is kept the warmer, and fprings have their recourfe, which is the only nutriment 
of gold and minerals within the fame. 

There is much to be faid of the commodities of thefe countries, which are couched 
within the bounds of the earth j which 1 let pals till more perfect trial be made 
thereof. 

The 24th of Auguft, after we had fatisfied our minds with freight fufficient for our 
veffels, though not our covetous defires with fuch knowledge of the country, people,, 
and other commodities as are before rehearfed, we departed therehence. The 17th 
of September we fell in with the land’s-end of England, and fo failed to Milford 
Haven, from whence our general rode to the court, for order to what port or haven 
to conduct the (hip. 

We loft our two barks in the way homewards, the one the 29th of Auguft, the- 
other the 3 tft of th£ fame month, by occafion of a great tempeft and fog; howbeit God 
reftored the one to Briftowe, and the other made his courfe by Scotland to Yarmouth. 
In this voyage we loft two men, one in the way by God’s vifitation, and the other home** 
ward, call; overboard with a furge of the fea. 
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MADE BY M. MARTIN FROBISHER IN THE YEAR 1578.; 
WRITTEN BY THOMAS ELLIS. 


T HESE are to let you know, that upon the 25th of May, theThomas Allen being vice- 
admiral, whofe captain was M. Yorke, M. Gibbs mailer, Chriftopher Hall pilot; 
accompanied with the rear-admiral named the Hopewell, whofe captain was M. Henry 
Carewe, the M. Andrew Dyer, and certain other Ihips came to Gravefend, where we 
anchored, and abode the coming of certain of our fleet, which were not yet come. 

The 27th of the fame month, our fleet being now come together, and all things 
put in a readinefs, the wind favouring, and tide ferving, we being of fails in number 
eight, weighed anchor and hoifted our fails towards Harwich to meet with our admiral,and 
the relidue, which then and there abode our arrival, where we fafely arrived the 28th 
thereof, finding there our admiral, whom we with the difcharge of certain pieces, 
faluted, according to order and duty; and were welcomed with the like courtefy, 
which being finifhed we landed; where our general continued muftering his foldiers 
and miners, and fetting things in order appertaining to the voyage, until the Iall of 
the faid month of May, which day we hoifted our fails, and committing ourfelves to the 
conducting of Almighty God, we fet forward toward the weft country in fuch lucky 
wife and good fuccefs, that by the 5th of June we paffed the Durfies, being the utmoft 
part of Ireland to the weftward. 

And here it were not much amifs, nor far from our purpofe, if I Ihould a little dif- 
courfe and fpeak of our adventures and chances by the way, as our landing at Ply¬ 
mouth, and alfo the meeting certain poor men, which were robbed-' and fpoiled of all 
that they had-by pirates and robbers; amongft whom was a man of Briftow, on whom 
our general ufed his liberality, and fent him away with letters into England. 

But becaufe fuch things are impertinent to the matter, I will return (without any 
more mentioning of the fame) t6 that from the which I have digrelfed and fwerved, 
1 mean our Ihips now failing on the furging feas, fometimes palling with pleafure with 
a wilhed eaftern wind, fometimes hindered of our courfe again by theweftern blafts,until 
the 20th day of the aforefaid month of June, on which day in the morning we fell 
withFrizeland,which is a very high and cragged land, and was almoft clean covered with 
fnow, fo that we might fee nought but craggy rocks, and the tops of high and huge 
hills, fometimes (and for the moft part) all covered with foggy mills. There might 
be alfo perceived the great illes of ice lying on the feas, like mountains, fome fmall 
and fome big, of fundry kinds of lhapes, and fuch a number of them, that we could 
not come near the Ihore for them. 

Thus failing along the coalt, at the Iall we faw a place, fomewhat void of ice, where 
our general (accompanied with certain others) went alhore, where they faw certain tents 
made of beafts*lkins, and boats much like unto theirs of Meta Incognita. The tents 
were fumilhed with flelh,filh Ikins, and other trifles; amongft tilt! which was found a box 
of nails, whereby we. did conjecture that they had either artificers amongft them, or elfe 
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a traffic with feme other nation. The men ran away, fo that we could have no con¬ 
ference or communication with them. Our general (becaufe he would have theft no 
more to flee, but rather encouraged to flay, through his courteous dealing) gave com- 
mandment that his men fhould take nothing away with them, faving only a couple of *. 
white dogs; for which he left pins, points, knives, and other trifling things, and de¬ 
parted without taking or hurting any thing, and fo came aboard, and hoiilqjj.fail, and 
palled forwards. 

But being fcarce out of the fight thereof, there fell fuch a fog and hideous milt, 
that we could not fee one another ; whereupon we llruck our drums, and founded 
our trumpets, to the end we might keep together, and fo continued .all that day and 
night, till the next day that the mill broke up, fo that we might eafily perceive all 
the {hips thus failing together all that day until the next day, being the 22d of the 
fame ; on which day we law an infinite number of ice, from the which we caft about, 
to Ihun the danger thereof. 

But one of our fmall barks, named the Michael, whofe captain was Mailer Kinderflic, 
the mailer Bartholomew Bull, loll our company, infomuch that we could not obtain 
the fight of her many days after ; of whom I mean to fpeak further anon, when occa- 
fion lhall be minillered, and opportunity ferve. 1’hus we continued in our courfe until 
the 2d of July, on which day we fell with the Queen’s Foreland, where jve faw fo much 
ice, that we thought it impolfiblc to get into the llreights ; yet at the laft we gave the ad¬ 
venture, and entered the ice. 

Being amonglt it, we faw the Michael, of whom I fpake before, accompanied with the 
Judith, whofe captain was Mailer Fenton, the mailer Charles Jackman, bearing into 
the aforefaid ice, far dillant from us, who in a florin that fell that prefent night, 
(whereof I will at large, God willing, difeourfe hereafter,) were fevered from us, and 
being in, wandered up and down the llreights amonglt the ice, many days in great 
peril; till at the lafl (by the Providence of God) they came fafely to harbour in their 
wilhed port, in r the Countefs of Warwick’s Sound, the 20th of July aforefaid, ten 
days before any of the pother Ihips. Who going on Ihore, found where the people 
of the country had been, and had hid their provifion in great heaps of llones, 
being both of flelli and filh, which they had killed: whereof we alfo found great 
{tore in other places after our arrival. They found alfo divers engines, as bows, 
flings and darts. They found likewife certain pieces of the pinnace, which our 
general left there the year before, which pinnace he had funk, minding to have it 
again the next year. 

Now feeing 1 have entreated fo much of the Judith and the Michael, I will return 
to the reft of the other Ihips, and will fpeak a little of the llorm that fell, with the 
milhaps that we had, the night that we put into the ice; whereof I made mention 
before. 

At the firft entering into the ice at the mouth of the llreights, our paflage was very 
narrow and difficulty but being once got in, wc had a fair open place without any ice 
for the moft part, being a league, the ice being round about us and inclofing us, as it 
were, within the pales of a park. In which place, becaule it was almoft night, we 
minded to take in our fails, and lie a hull all that night. But the ftorm fo increafed, 
and the waves began to mount aloft, which brought the ice fo near us, and coming on 
fo faft upon us, that we were fain to bear in and out, where we might efpie an 
open place: Thus, the ice coming on us fo faft, we were in great danger, loeVgg every 
hour for death. And |hus pafl'ed we on in that great danger, feeing both ourlelves 
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and the reft of our {hips fo troubled and toiled amongft the ice, that it would make the 
ftrortgeft heart'to relent. ' ; 

. At the laft the baric Dionyfe, being but a weak {hip, and bruifed afore amongft the 
ice, being fo leaky that no longer (lie could tarry above the water, funk without fay¬ 
ing any of the goods which were within her ; which fight fo abalhed the whole fleet, 
that we thought verily that we fhould have tafted of the fame fauce. But neverthelefs, 
me feeing them in fuch great danger, manned our boats and faved all the men in fuch 
wife, that not one perifhed, God be thanked. 

The ftorm ftill increafed, and the ice inclofed us, fo that we were fain to take down 
top and top-mafts; for the ice had fo environed us, that we could fee neither land nor 
fea, as for as we could ken; fo that we were fein to cut our cables to hang over-board 
for fenders, fomewhat to eafe the {hip’s fides from the great and dreary ftrokes of 
the ice; fome with capftan bars, fume fending off with oars, fome with planks 
of two inches thick, which were broken immediately with the force of the ice; 
fome going out upon the ice to bear it oft' with their fhoulders from the {hips. 
But the rigoroufnefs of the tempeft was fuch, and the force of the ice fo great, 
that not only they burft and {poiled the aforefaid provifion, but likewife fo raffed 
the fides of the {hips, that it was pitiful to behold, and caufed the hearts of many 
to faint. 

Thus we continued all that difmai and lamentable night plunged in this perplexity, 
looking for inftant death; but our God (who never leaveth them dellitute which 
faithfully call upon him, although he often punifheth for amendment fake), in the 
morning caufed the wind to ceafe, and the fog, which all that night lay on the face 
of the water, to clear; fo that we might perceive about a mile from us, a certain 
.place clear from any ice, to the which with an eafy breath of wind, which our God 
fent us, we bent ourfelves. And furthermore, he provided better for us than we de¬ 
fended or hoped for ; for when we were in the aforefaid clear place, he fent us a frefh 
gale at weft,, or at W. S. W. which fet us clear without all the ice. And further 
he added more, for he fent us fo pleafant a day, as the like we had not of a long time 
before, as after puniftiment confolation. 

Thus we joyful wights being at liberty, took in all our fails and lay a hull, praying 
God for our deliverance, and ftayed to gather together our fleet; which once being 
done, we feeing that none of them had any great hurt, neither any of them wanted, 
faving only they of whom I fpake before, and the {hip which was loft ; then at the laft 
we hoifted our fails, and lay beating off and on, till fuch time as it would pleafe God to 
take away the ice that we might get into the {freights. 

And as we thus lay off and on, we came by a marvellous huge mountain of ice, 
which furpafied all the reft that ever we faw; for we judged it to be near four-fcore 
fathoms above water, and we thought it to be aground for any thing that we could 
perceive, being there ninefcore fathoms deep, and of compafs about half a mile. 

Alfo the 5th of July there fell a hideous fog and mift, that continued till the 19th 
of the fame; fo that one {hip could not fee another. Therefore we were fain to bear 
a fmall fail, and to obferve the time; but there run fuch a current of a tide, that it 
fet us to the N. W. of the Queen’s Foreland, the backfide of all the {freights; where 
(through the contagious fog, having no fight either of fun or ftar) we fcarce knew 
where we were. In this fog the 10th of July, we loft the company of the vice-admiral, 
the Anne Francis, the Buffe of Bridgewater, and the Francis ofFoy. 

The x6th day, one of our fmall barks, named the Gabriel»was fent by our general 
• to 
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to bear in with the land to defcry it; where being on land, they met with the people 
of the country, which feemed very humane and civil, and offered to traffic with our 
men, proffering them fowls and {kins for knives and other trifles, whofe courtefy caufed 
us to think that they had fmall converfation with other of the {freights.* 

Then we bareback again to go with the Queen’s Foreland, and the 18th day we 
came by two iflands whereon we went on fliore, and found where the people had been; 
but we faw none of them. This day we were again in the ice, and like to be in as 
great peril as we were at firft; lor through the darknefs and’ obfeurity of the foggy 
miff, we were almoft run on rocks and iflands before we faw them. But God (even 
rniraculoufly) provided for us, opening the fogs that we might fee clearly, both where 
and in what danger we prefently were, and alfo the way to efcapej or'elie without fail 
We had ruinoufly run upon the rocks. 

When we knew perfectly our inftant cafe we caff about to get again on fea-board; 
which, God be thanked, by night we obtained, and praii'ed God. The clear continued 
fcarce an hour, but the fog fell again as thick as ever it was. 

Then the Rear-admiral and the Bear got themfelves clear without danger of ice and 
rocks, ftruck their fails and lay a hull, flaying to have the reft of the fleet come forth, 
which as yet had not found the right way to clear themfelves from the danger of 
rocks and ice, until the next morning, at what time the Admiral difeharged certain 
warning pieces to give notice that (he had efcaped, and that the reft (by‘following her) 
might let themfelves free, which they did that day. 

Then having gathered ourfelves together, we proceeded on our purpofed voyage, 
bearing oft' and keeping ourfelves diftant from the coaft till the 19th day of July ; at 
which time the fogs brake up and difperlcd, fo that we might plainly and clearly 
behold the pleafant air, which fo long had been taken from us, by the obfeurity of the 
foggy miffs; and after that time we were not much encumbered therewith, until we had 
left the confines of the country. 

Then we efpying a fair found, fuppofed it to go into the {freights between theQueen’s 
Foreland and Jackman’s Sound, which proved as we imagined, for our general fent 
forth the Gabriel to difeover it, who paffed through with much difficulty, for there 
ran fuch an extremb current of a tide, with fuch a horrible gulph, that with a frefh 
gale of wind they were fcarcely able to Hem it; yet at the length with great travail 
they pafi'ed it, and came to the {freights, where they met with the Thomas Allen, the 
Thomas of Ipfwich, and the Buffe of Bridgewater ; who altogether ventured to bear 
into the ice again, to fee if they could obtain their wilhed port. But they were fo 
encumbered that with much difficulty they were able to get out again, yet at the laft 
they efcaping, the Thomas Allen and the Gabriel bare in with the weftern fhore, 
where they found harbour, and there moored their {hips until the 4th of Auguft, at 
which time they came to us in the Countefs of Warwick’s Sound. The Thomas of 
Ipfwich caught a great leak, which caufed her to caff again to lea-board, and fo was 
mended. , 

We failed along {fill by the coaft, until we came to the Queen’s Foreland, at the 
point whereof we met with part of the gulph aforefaid, which place or gulph (as fome 
of our mailers do credibly report) doth flow nine hours, and ebbs but three. At that 
point we difeovered certain lands fouthward, which neither time nor opportunity 
would ferve to fearch. Then being come to the mouth of the {freights we met with 
the Anne Francis, who had lain buffing up and down ever fince her departure alone, 
never finding any of her company. We met then alfo the Francis of Foy, with whom 
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again we intended to venture and get in, but the ice was yet fo thick, that we were com¬ 
pelled again to retire, ahd get us on fea-board. ! . 

There fell alfo the fame day, being the 26th of July, fuch an horrible fnow, that it lay 
a foot thick updh the hatches, which froze as it fell. 

We had alfo at other times divers cruel ftorms, both of fnow and hail, which tnani- 
feftly declared the diftemperature of the country. Yet for all that we were fo many 
c times repulfed and put back from our purpofe, knowing that lingering delay was not 
profitable for us, but hurtful to our voyage, we mutually contented to our valiant gene- 
ral once again, to give the onfet. 

The 28th therefore of the faid July we eflayed, and with little trouble (God be 
praifed) we parted the clangers by day-light. Then night falling on the face of the 
earth, we hulled in the cley, till the cheerful light of the day had chafed away the 
noifome darknefs of the night; at which time we fet forward toward our wifired port: 
by the 30th day we obtained our expected defire, where we found the Judith and the 
Michael; which brought no fmall joy unto the general, and great confolation to the 
heavy hearts of thofe wearied wights. 

The 30th day of July we brought our fhips into the Coimtefs of Warwick’s Sound, 
and moored them ; namely, thefe fhips, the Admiral, the Rear-admiral, the Francis of 
Foy, the Bear, Armenel, the Salomon, and the Bade of Bridgewater ; which being done, 
our general commanded us all to come afhore, upon the Countels’s Ifland, where he fet 
his miners to work upon the mine, giving charge with expedition to difpatch with 
their lading. 

Our general himfclf, accompanied with Ills gentlemen, divers times made roads 
into fundry parts of the country, as well to find new mines, as alfo to find out and fee 
the people of the country, lie found out one mine upon an ifland by Bear’s Sound, 
and named it the Countefs of Sufl’ex Ifland. One other was found in Winter’s Fur¬ 
nace, with divers others, to which the fhips were fent funderly to be laden. In the fame 
roads he met with divers of the people of the country at fundry times, as once at a place 
called David’s Sound ; who foot at our men, and very defperately gave them the on- 
fel, being not above three or four in number, there being of our countrymen above 
a dozen; but feeing ihemfelves not able to prevail, they took tftemfelves to flight; 
whom our men purfued, but being not ufed to fuch craggy cliffs, they foon loft the fight 
of them, and fo in vain returned. 

We alfo faw of them at Fear’s Sound, both by fea and land in great companies ; but 
they would at all times keep the.water between them and us. And if any of our fhips 
chanced to be in the Sound, (as they came divers times becaufe the harbour was not 
very good,) the foip laded and departed again; then fo long as any fillips were in fight, the 
people would not be feen. But when as they perceived the fhips to be gone, they would 
not only foew themfelves handing upon high cliffs, and call 11s to come over unto them, 
but alfo would come in their lioats very near to us, as it were to brag at us; whereof 
our general having advertifement, fent for the captains and gentlejnen of the (hips, to 
accompany and attend upon him, with the captain alfo of the Anne Francis, who was 
but the night before come unto us; for they and the Fleebote having loft us the 
26th day in the great fnow, put into an harbour in the Oueen’s Foreland, where they 
found good ore, wherewith they laded themfelves, and came to feek the general; fo 
that now we nad all our fhips, faving one bark which was loft, and the Thomas of 
Ipfwich^ who (compelled by what fury I know not) forfook our company, and returned 
home without lading. 


Our 
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Our general, accompanied with his gentlemen (of whom I fpake), came all together 
to the Countefs of SufTex Hand, near to Bear Sound, where he manned out certain 
pinnaces, and went over to the people, who perceiving his arrival, fled away with all 
fpeed, and in hafte left certain darts, and other engines behind them, which we found ; 
hut the people we could not find. 

The next morning, our general perceiving certain of them in boats upon the fea, 
gave chafe to them in a pinnace under fail, with a iVefh gale of wirtd, but could by 
no means come near unto them ; for the longer he failed, the farther off he was from 
them, whicli well (hewed their cunning and activity. Thus, time wearing away, and 
the day of our departure approaching, our general commanded us to lade with all expe¬ 
dition, that we might be again on fea-board with our (hips ; ix>r whillt we were in the 
country, we were in continual danger of freezing in: for often fnow and had often 
falling, the water was fo much frozen and congealed in the night, that in the morning 
wc could fcarcc row our boats or pinnaces, efpecially in Dior’s Sound, which is a calm 
and itill water; which caufed our general to make the more hafte, fo that by the 30th 
day of Auguit we were all laden and much' all things ready to depart. 

But before I proceed any further herein, to lhcw what fortune befell our departure, 
I will turn my pen a little to M. Captain Fenton, and thofe gentlemen, which fhould 
have inhabited all the year in thofe countries, whofe valiant minds \Vere much to be 
commended j for doubtlefs they had done as they intended, if luck had not withftood 
their willingnefs. 

For the bark Dionyfe, which was loft, had in her much of their houfe which was 
prepared and fhould have been builded for them, with many other implements. Alfo 
the Thomas of lpfwich, which had molt of their provifion in her, came not into the 
{freights at all, neither did wc fee her fince the day we were feparated in the great 
fnow, of which 1 fpake before. For thefe caufes, having not their houfe nor yet pro¬ 
vifion, they were difappointed of their pretence to tarry, and therefore laded their (hips, 
and fo came away with us. 

But before wc took (hipping, we builded a little houfe in the Countefs of Warwick’s 
llland, and garnifhed it with many kind of trifles, as pins, points, laces, glades, combs, 
babes on horfeback and on foot, with innumerable other fuch fancies and toys; thereby 
to allure and entice the people tofoine familiarity againll other year.. 

Thus having finifhed all things, we departed the country, as I faid before; but 
becaufe the Bufle had not lading enough in her, fhe put into Bear’s Sound, to take in a 
little more. In the meanwhile the Admiral, and the reft without at fea flayed for her. 
And that night fell fuch an outrageous tempeft, beating on our fliips with fuch vehement 
rigour, that anchor and cable availed nought; for we were driven on rocks and iflands 
of ice, infomuch that (had not the great goodnels of God been miraculoufly fliewed to 
us) we had been caft away every man. This clanger was more doubtful and terrible 
than any that preceded or went before, for there was not any one fliip(1 think)that efcaped 
without damage. Borne loft anchor and alfo cables, fome boats, ibme pinnaces, fome 
anchor, cable, boats, and pinnaces. 

This boifterous ftorm io levered us one from another, that one fliip knew not what 
was become of another. The Admiral knew not where to find the Vice-admiral or Rear- 
admiral, or any other fliip of our company. Our general being on land in Bear’s- ’ 
Sound, coyld not come to his fliip, but was compelled to go aboard the.Gabniel, where 
he continued all the way homeward (which was God’s favour towards us), will we,, 
nill we, in fuch hafte, as not any one of us were able to keep in company with other, 

but 
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but were feparated. And if by chance any one fhlp did overtake other, by fwiftnefs 
of fail, or met, as they often did, yet was the rigour of the wind fo hideous, that they 
Could not continue company together the fpace of one whole night. 

Thus our journey outward was not fo pleafant, but our coming thither, entering the 
coafts and country, by narrow ftreights, perilous ice, and fwift tides, our times of abode 
there in fnow and ftorms, and our departure from thence the 31 ft of Augaft, with 
dangerous blullering winds and tempelts, which that night arofe, was as uncomfortable; 
feparating us fo as we failed, that not any of us met together until the 28th of Sep. 
tember, which day we fell on the Englifli coafts, between Scilly and the Land’s-end, 
and paffed the channel, until our arrival in the river of Thames. 


The Report of Thomas Wiars , Paffenger in the Emanuel , otherwife called the Buffo of 
Bridgewater, wherein James Leech was Majler, one of the Ships in the lafl Voyage of 
MaJlcrMartin Frobiffser, 1578, concerning the D'fcovery of a great IJland in their Way 
homeward, the 1 2th of September. 

\ 

T HE Buffe of Bridgewater was left in Bear's Sound at Meta Incognita, the ad 
day of September, behind the fleet in fome diftrefs, through much wind, riding 
near the lee-fhore, and forced there to ride it out upon the hazard of her cables and 
anchors, which were all a-ground but two. The 3d of September being fair weather, 
and the wind N. N. W. fhe fet fail and departed thence, and fell with Frizeland on 
the 8th day of September at fix of the clock at night, and then they fet off from the S.W. 
point of Frizeland, the wind being at eaft and E. S. E. but that night the wind 
veered foutherly, and fhifted oftentimes that night; but on the 10th day in the morn¬ 
ing, the wind at W. N. W. fair weather, they fleered S. E. by S. and continued that 
courfe, until the i 2th day of September, when about eleven of the clock before noon, 
they deferied a land which was from them about five leagues, and the fouthermoft part 
of it was S. E. by E. from them, and the northermoft next N. N.'E. or N. E. The 
mafter accounted that the S. E. point of Frizeland was from him at that inftant, when 
he firft deferied this new ifland N. W. by N. 50 leagues. They account this ifland 
to be 25 leagues long, and the longeft way'of it S. E. and N. W. The fouthern part 
of it is in the latitude of 57 degrees and one fecond part, or thereabout. They 
continued in fight of it from the 12th day at eleven of the clock, till the 13th day at 
three of the clock in the afternoon, when they left it, and the lafl part they faw of it, bare 
from them N. W. by N. There appeared two harbours upon that coaft; the greateft 
of them feven leagues to the northwards of the fouthermoft point, the other but 
four leagues. There was very much ice near the fame land, and alfo 20 or 30 
leagues from it, for they were not clear of ice till the 15 th day f>i September after¬ 
noon. They plied their voyage homewards, and fell with the weft part of Ireland 
about Galway, and had firft fight of it on the 25th day of September. 


CAPTAIN 
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[another account *.] 

O UR general, Captain Frobifher, being thoroughly furnilhed of the knowledge of 
the fphere, and all other fkills appertaining to the art of navigation, as alfo of 
the confirmation he hath of the fame by many years experience both by fea and land, 
and being perfuaded of a new and nearer paffage to Cataya than by Capo de Buona 
Speranga, which the Portugals yearly ufe ; he began fir 11 with himfelf to devife, and 
then with his friends to confer, and laid a plain plot unto them, thaf that voyage was 
not only poflible by the N. W., but alfo he could prove, eafy to # be performed. And 
further he determined and refolved with himfelf, to go make full proof thereof, and 
to accomplilh or bring true certificate of the truth, or elfe never to return again; 
knowing this to be the only thing of the world that was left yet undone, whereby a 
notable mind might be made famous and fortunate. But although his will were great 
to perform this notable voyage, whereof he had conceived in his mind a great hope, 
by fundry fure reafons and fecret intelligence, which here for fundry caufes I leave 
untouched, yet he wanted altogether means and ability to fet forward and perform 
the fame. Long time he conferred with his private friends of thefe fetfrets, and made 
alfo many offers for the performing of the fame in effect unto fundry merchants of our 
country, above fifteen years before he attempted the fame, as by good witnefs fliall well 
appear, (albeit fome evil willers which challenge to themfelves the fruit of other men’s 
labours, have greatly injured him, in the report of the fame, faying that they have been 
the firfl. authors of that aftion, and that they have learned him the way, which them¬ 
felves as yet have never gone) ; but perceiving that hardly he was hearkened unto of 
the merchants, which never regard virtue without fure, certain, and prefent gains, he 
repaired to the court (from whence, as from the fountain of our common wealth, all 
good caufes have their chief increafe and maintenance), and there laid open to many 
great eftates and learned men the plot and fum of his device. And amongft many 
honourable minds yrhich favoured his honeft and commendable enterprife, he was 
fpecially bound and beholden to the Right Honourable Ambrofe Dudley Earl of 
Warwick, whofe favourable mind and good difpofition hath always been ready to 
countenance and advance all honeft actions with the authors and executers of the fame; 
and fo by means of my lord’s honourable countenance he received fome comfort of 
his caufe, and by little and little, with no fmall expence and pain, brought his caufe 
to fome perfe&ion, and had drawn together fo many adventurers, and fuch fums of 
money as might well defray a reafonable charge to fumifh himfelf to fea withal. 

He prepared two fmall barks of twenty and five and twenty tons a piece, wherein he 
intended to accomplilh his pretended voyage. Wherefore, being furnifhed with the 
forefaid two barks, and one fmall pinnace of ten tons burthen, having therein vittuals 
and other neceffaries* for twelve months provifion, he departed upon the faid voyage 
from Blackwall the 15 th of June, Anno Domini 1576. 

One of the barks wherein he went was named the Gabriel, and the other the 
Michael; and failing N. W. from England, upon the 1 ith of Ibly he had fight of an 
high and ragged land, which he judged to be Frizeland /whereof fome authors have 
made mention), but durft not approach the fame, by realon of the grejt f|ow of ice 
that lay along the coaft, aftd $e great mills that troubled them not a little. Not far 

* Hakluyt, vol. iii. p. <57. 
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from thence he loft company of hi^fmaH pinnace, which by means of the great ftorm 
he fuppofed to be'fwallowed up of the fea, wherein he loft only four men. 
v Alfo the other bark named the Michael, miftrufting the matter, conveyed themfelves 
privily away from him, and returned home with great report that he was caft away. 

The worthy captain, notwithftanding thefe difcomforts, although his maft was 
fprung,$and his topmaft blown overboard with extreme foul weather, continued his 
courfe towards the N.W., knowing that the fea at length muft needs have an ending, 
and that fome land Ihould have a beginning that way; and determined therefore at 
.the leaft to bring true proof what land and fea the fame might be fo far to the north- 
weftwards, beyond any man that hath heretofore difeovered. And the 20th of July he had 
fight of an high land, which he called Queen Elizabeth’s Foreland; after her Majefty’s 
name. And failing more northerly along that coaft, he deferied another foreland, 
with a great gut, bay, or paffage, dividing as it were two main lands or continents 
afunder. There he met with ftore of exceeding great ice all along this coaft, and 
coveting ftill to continue his courfe to the northwards, was always by contrary winds 
detained overthwart thefe ftraights, and could not get beyond. Within few days after, 
he perceived the ice to be well confumed and gone, either there ingulphed in by fome 
fwift currents or indrafts, carried more to the fouthwards of the fame ftreights, or elfe 
conveyed fome other way ; wherefore he determined to make proof of this place, to fee 
how far that gut had continuance, and whether he might carry himfelf through the , 
fame into fome open fea on the backfule, whereof he conceived no fmall hope, and fo 
entered the fame the 21ft day of July, and paffed above fifty leagues therein, as he 
reported, having upon either hand a great main or continent. And that land upon his 
right hand as he failed weftward, he judged to be the continent of Afia, and there to 
be divided from the firm of America, which lieth upon the left hand over againft the 
fame. 

This place he named after his name, Frobifher’s Streights, like as Magellanus at the 
S.W. end of the world, having difeovered the pafl'age to the South Sea, (where 
America is divided from the continent of that land which lieth under the fouth pole), 
and called the fame ftreights, Magel lane’s Streights. 

After he had paffed 60 leagues into this forel'aid ftreight, he went alhore, and found 
figns where fire had been made. 

He faw mighty deer which feemed fo be mankind, which ran at him, and hardly he 
cfcaped with his life in a narrow way, where he was fain to ufe defence and policy to 
five his life. 

In this place he faw and perceived fundry tokens of the people’s reforting thither. 
And being aftiore upon the top of a hill, he perceived a number of fmall things 
fleeting in the fea afar oft, which he fuppofed to be porpoifes or feals, or fome kind 
of ftrange fifli; but coming nearer he difeovered them to be men in fmall boats made 
of leather. And before he could defeend down from the hill, certain of thofe people 
had almoft cut off his boat from him, having ftolen fecretly behind the rocks for that 
purpofe, where he fpeedily halted to his boat; and went himfelf *to his halberd, and 
narrowly efcaped the danger and laved his boat. Afterwards he had fundry conferences 
with diem, and they came aboard his lliip, and brought him falmon, and raw flefh and 
fifh, and greedily devemred the fame before our men’s faces. And to {hew their agility, 
-they tried many malteries upon the ropes of the Ihip after our mariners falliion, and 
appeared to be very Itrong of their arms, and nimble of their bodies. They (^changed 
coats of feals, and bear Ikins, and filch like, with our mejR; received bells, looking- 
elafles, and -Other toys, in recompence thereof again. After great eportefie, and many 

*7 meetings, 
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meetings, our mariners, contrary to their captain’s dire&fon, began more eafily to truft 
them; and five of our men going afhore Wejre'%y them intercepted with their boat, 
and were never fmce heard of to this day again; fo that the captain being deftitute of 
boat, bark, and all company, had fcarcely fufficient number to conduct back his- bark.- 
again. He could now neither convey himfelf afhore to refcue his men (if he had been 
able), for want of a boat; and again the fubtle traitors were fo wary, as they would 
after that never come within our men’s danger. The captain notwithflanding, defirous 
to bring fome token from thence of his being there, was greatly difcontented that he 
had not before apprehended fome of them ; and therefore to deceive the deceivers, he 
wrought a pretty policy ; for knowing well how they greatly delighted in our toys, and 
efpecially in bells, he rang a pretty low bell, making figns that he would give him 
the fame that would come and fetch it. And becaufe they would not come within his 
dangt r for fear, he flung one bell unto them, which of purpofe he threw fhort, that it 
might fall into the fea and be loft. And to make them more greedy of the matter, he 
rang a louder bell, fo that in the end one of them came near the (hip’s fide to receive 
the bell, which when he thought to take at the captain’s hand, he was thereby taken 
liimfdf; for the captain being readily provided, let the bell fall, and caught the man 
(aft, and plucked him with main force, boat and all, into his bark out of the fea. Where¬ 
upon when he found himfelf in captivity, for very choler and difdain he bit his tbngue 
in twain within Lis mouth; notwithflanding he died not thereof, but lived until he 
came in England, and then he died of cold which he had taken at fea. 

Now with this new prey (which was a fufficient witnefs of the captain’s far and tedious 
travel towards the unknown parts of,the world, as did well appear by this ftrange 
infidel, whofe like was never feen, read, nor heard of before, and whofe language was 
neither known nor underflood of any), the faid Captain Frobifher returned homeward, 
and "arrived in England in Harwich the 2d of O&ober following, and thence came to 
London 1576, where he w as highly commended of all men for his great and notable 
attempt, but ipecially famous for the great hope he brought of the paflage to Cataya. 

And it is efpecially to be remembered, that at their firft arrival in thole parts, there lay 
fo great ftore of ice all the coaft along fo thick together, that hardly his boat could 
pafs unto the fhore* At length, after divers attempts, he commanded his company, if by 
any pollible means they could get afhore, to bring him whatfoever thing they could firft 
find, whether it were living or dead, flock or lione, in token of Chriflian polfeflion, 
which thereby he took in behalf of the Queen’s moft excellent majefty, thinking that 
thereby he might juftify the having and enjoying of the fame things that grew in tjbefe 
unknown parts. 

Some of his company brought flowers, fome green grafs, and one brought a piece of 
black (lone, much like to a fea-coal in colour, which by the weight feemed to be 
fome kind of metal or mineral. This was a thing of no account in the judgment of 
’ the captain at firft fight, and yet for novelty it was kept in relped of the place from 
whence it came. 

After his arrival m.London, being demanded of fundry of his friends what thing he 
had brought them home out of that country, he had nothing left to prefent them 
Ijtyithal, but a piece of this black ftone. And it fortuned a gentlewoman, one of the 
adventurers’ wives, to have a piece thereof, which by chance fhtnhrew and burned in the 
fire* fo long, that at the length being taken forth, and quenched in a little vinegar, it 
glitteredyvith a bright marcafite of gold. Whereupon the matter being,caUe^ m fome 
queftion, it Was brougfjg; to pertain gold-fmers in London to. make an efiay thereof, 
‘whey gave out that it held gold, and that very richly for the' quantity. Afterwards the. 
voi. xh. ' 3 u fame 
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fame gold-fin ers promifed grttit matters thereof if there were any ftore to be found, 
and offered themfelves to adventure "for the fearehing of thofe parts from whence the 
fame was brought. Some that had great hope of the matter, fought fecretly to have a 
icafe at her Majefty’s hands of thole places, whereby to enjoy the mafs of fo great a 
public profit unto their own private gains. 

In conciufion : The hope of more of the fame gold Ore to be found, kindled a greater 
opinion in the hearts of many, to advance the voyage again. Whereupon, prepa¬ 
ration was made for a new voyage againlt the year following, and the captain more 
specially directed by commiffion for the fearehing this gold ore, than for the fearehing 
any further difeovery of the paffage. And being well accompanied with divers refolutc 
and forward gentlemen, her Majefty then lying at the Right Honourable the Lord of 
Warwick’s houfe in Kltex, he came to take his leave, and killing her Highnefs’s hands, 
with gracious countenance and comfortable words departed towards his charge. 


A true Report of fitch 2 'hings ns happened in the frond Voyage of Captain Frobifher, 
pretended for the Difeovery of a new Pafjagc to Cataya, China, and the Eajl Indies, 
by the Norih-wc/l. Ann . Dean. 1577. 

TjEING furnifired with one tall lliip of her Majefty’fi, named the Aide, of two hundred 
tons, and two other final! barks, the one named the Gabriel, the other the 
Michael, about 30 tons a-piece, being fitly appointed with men, ammunition, victuals, 
and all things neceffary for the voyage, the faitl Captain Frobifher, with the reft of his 
company, came aboard his Ihips riding at Blackwall, intending (with God’s help) to 
fake the firft wind and tide ferving him, the 25th day of May, in the year of our Lord 
God 1577. 

The names of fuch gentlemen as attempted this difeovery, and the number of foldiers 
and mariners in each fhip, as followeth : 

Aboard the Aide, being Admiral, were the number of 100 men of all forts, 
whereof 30 or more were gentlemen and foldiers, the reft fufficient tnd tall failors. 

Aboard the Gabriel, being Vice-Admiral, were in all 18 perfons, whereof fix were 
foldiers, the reft mariners. 

Aboard the Michael were 1 6 perlons, whereof five were foldiers, the reft mariners. 

Aboard the Aide, was, 

General of the whole company for her Majefty - Martin Frobilher. 

His Lieutenant - ... _ George Belt. 

His Enfign - - - - Richard Philpot. 

Corporal of the Shot - - - . Francis Border. 

(Henry Carew. 

Edmujnd Stafford. 

John Lee. 

M. Harvy. 

The reft of the gentlemen <[ Mathew Kinorfley. 

Abraham Lins. 

Robert Kinnerfley. 

Francis Braketlbury. 

L^illiam Armlhow. 

The 
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The Mailer ^ 

The Mate / ! - 

- 

ChriHopher Hall. 
Charles Jackman. 

The Pilot . - 

* 

Andrew Dier. 

‘ The Mafler Gunner 

• 

Richard Cox. 

Aboard the Gabriel, 

was. 


Captain - 

- 

Edward Fenton. 

One gentleman ... 

- 

William Tam field. 

The Maher * 

- 

William Smith. 

Aboard the Michael. 

, was, 

r 

Captain - , - * 

- 

Gilbert Yorke. 

One gentleman - 

- 

Thomas Chatnbcrlaine. 

The Maher - 

- 

James Beare. 

On Whitfunday, being the 26th of May. Anno 

l 577 -> 

early in the morning, a 


weighed anchor at Black wad, and fell that tide down to Gravefend, where we i 
mained until Monday at night. 

On Monday morning, the 27th of Maj, aboard the Aide we received all the com¬ 
munion by the minilter ot'Gravefend, and prepared us as good ChrilUans towards God, 
and relblute men for all fortunes ; and towards night we departed to Tilbery Hope. 

Tuefday the 28th, about nine o’clock at night, we arrived at Harwich in Efiex, and 
there Hayed for the taking in of certain victuals, until Friday the 31ft, during which 
time came letters from the Lords of the Council, ltrairly commanding our General, 
not to exceed his complement and number appointed him, which was 120 perfons; 
whereupon he difeharged many proper men, which with unwilling minds departed. 

He alfo difmiffed all his condemned men, which he thought for l'ome purpofe^very 
needful for the voyage, and towards night, upon Friday the 3 ill of May, we fet fail anil 
put to the feas again. And failing northward along the eall coalls of England and 
Scotland, the 7th day of June we arrived in St. Magnus Sound in Orkney Illands, called 
in Latin Orcades, and came to anchor on the fouth fide of the bay, and this place is 
reckoned from Blackwall, where we fet fail lirll,-leagues. 

Here our company going on land, the inhabitants of thefe illands began to fleb as 
from the enemy, whereupon the lieutenant willed every man to flay together, and went 
himlelf unto their houfes to declare what we were, and the caufe of our coming thither, 
which being under Hood, after their poor manner they friendly entreated us, and brought 
us for our money fuch things as they had. And htge our gold-liners found a min e of 
filver. 

Orkney is the principal of the ifies of the Orcades, and Handeth in the latitude of 
59 deg. and a half. The country is much fubjed to cold, anfwerable for fuch a 
climate, and yet yieldeth fome fruits, and fuflicient maintenance for the people 
contented fo poorly to live. 

There is plenty enough of poultry, Ho$e of eggs, fifh, and fowl. 

For their bread they have oaten cakes, and their drink is ewes’ milk, and in fome 
parts ale. 

Their houfes are but poor without, and fluttiih enough within, and the people in 
nature thereunto agreeable; for their fire they burn heath and turf, the country in 
moH pads being void of wood. 

They Have great want of leather, and delire our old (hoes, apparej, ay d* old ropes 
(before money), for .t|^ir i$£tuals, and yet are they not ignorant of the Value of our 
coin. The chief-totvn is called Kyrway. 

’’" ’ 3 u 2 In 
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In this ifland* hath been fometime an abbey, or a religious houfe, called Saint 
Magnus, befog on the weft fide of the ille, whereof the found beareth name, through 
which we paued. Their governor, or chief lord, is called the Lord Robert Stewart, 
who at our being there, as we underltood, wag in durance at Edinburgh, by the Regent’s 
commandment of Scotland. 

After we had provided us here of matter fufficient for our voyage, the 8 th of June 
we fet fail again, and puffing through Saint Magnus Sound, having a merry wind by 
night, came clear and loft fight of all the land, and keeping our courfe W. N. W. by 
the fpace of two days, the wind fhifted upon us, fo that we lay in traverfe on the feas, 
with contrary winds, making good (as near as we could| our courfe to the weft ward, and 
'•fometime to the northward, as the wind fhifted. And hereabout we met with three fail of 
Englifh fifliermen from lfeland, bound homeward, by whom we wrote our letters unto 
our friends in England. We traverled thef'e feas by the fpace of 2 6 days without any 
l^ght of land, and met with much drift wood, and whole bodies of trees. We faw 
many nionftrous fifhes, and ftrange fowls, which feenied to live only by the fea, being 
there fo far diftant from any land. At length God favoured us with more prosperous 
winds, and after we had failed four days, with good wind in the poop, the 4th of July, 
the Michael being foremoft a-bcad, fliot off a piece of ordnance, and (truck all her fails, 
fuppofmg that they dcfcried land, which by reafon of the thick mifts, they could not 
make perfect ; hmvbeit, as well our account, as alfo the great alteration of the water, 
which became more black and fmooth, did plainly declare we were not far off the 
coaft. Our general fent his mafter aboard the Michael (who had been with him 
the year before), to bear in with the place to make proof thereof, who deferied not the 
land perfect, but faw fundry huge iilands of ice, which we deemed to be not pad 12 
leagues from the fhore, for about ten of the clock at night, being the 4th of July, the 
weather being more clear, we made the land perfect, anti know it to be Frifeland. And 
the height being taken here, we found ourfelves to be in the latitude of 60 degrees and 
a half, and were fallen with the fouthernmoft point of this land. 

This Frifeland flieweth a ragged and high land, having the mountains almoft 
covered over with fnow, along the coaft full of drift ice, and feemeth almoft in- 
acceffible, and is thought to be an illand in bignefs not inferior t» England, and is 
called offome authors Weft Frifeland, I think becaufe it lyeth more weft than any part 
of Europe. It extendeth in latitude very far to the northward, as fanned to us, and 
appeareth by a deferiptbn fet out by two brethren, Venetians, Nieholaus and 
AntJionius Zeni, who being driven off from Ireland with a violent tempeft, made 
fliipwreck here, and were the firft known Chriftians that difeovered this land, about 
200. years fince, and they have in their fea-cards let out every part thereof, and deferied 
■ the condition of the inhabitants, declaring them to be as civil and religious people as we. 

■■ And for fo much of this land as we have failed along, comparing their card with the 
coaft, we find it very agreeable. This coaft feemeth to have good fifhing, for we 
lying becalmed, let fall a hook wilhout any bait, and prafently caught a great fifli 
called a holiibur, who ferved the whole company for a day’s meatj and is dangerous 
meat, for furfeiting. And founding about five leagues off from the fhore, our lead 
brought up in the tallow, a kind of coral almoft white, and fmall ftonesas bright as. 
. crvftal, and it is not to be doubted but this land may be found very rich and beneficial, 
if, if wereJ.horoughly difeoverid, although we faw no creature there but little birds. It 
is a W^plous tiling to behold of what great bignefs and depth fome i(lands of ice be 
her& llllte, 7o fid ome 80 fathom under water, befides dpt jyhich is above, feeming 
ifiajids xnole. th&Vhalf a mile in circuit. All thefe ice are in tafte freflv- w* feemto 
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be'bred In the founds thereabouts, or in fome land near the f>ole, and with the winds 
and tides are driven, along the coafts. We fofmd none of thefe iflands of ice fait in 
tafte, whereby it appeareth that they were not congealed of the ocean fea-water, which 
is always fait, but of fome ftandirig or little moving lakes or great frelh waters near the 
lhore, caufed either by melted fnow from fops of mountains, or by continual accefs of 
frelh rivers from the land, and intermingling with the fea-water, bearing yet the dominion 
(by the force of extreme froft) may caule fome part of fait water to freeze fo with it, and 
10 feem a little brackilh, but othenvife the main fea freezeth not, and therefore there is 
no mare glaciate, or frozen fca, as the opinion hitherto ‘hath been. Our general tried 
landing here twice, but by the fudden fall of mills (whereunto this coafl is much 
fubjedt), he was like to lofe fight of his (hips, and being greatly endangered with the 
driving ice along the coaft, was forced aboard, and fain to furceafe his pretence till a 
better opportunity might ferve; and having fpenf four days and nights failing along this 
land, finding the coaft fubjecl to fuch bitter cold and continual mills, he .determined 
to fpend no more time therein, but to bear out his courfe towards the llreights called 
Frobifher’s Streights, after the general’s name,who being the firft that ever palled beyond 
58 degrees to the northwards, for any thing that hath been yet known of certainty of 
Newfoundland, otherwife called the continent or firm land of America, difeovered the 
faid flreightvS this laft year 1576. 

Between Krizelaml and the llreights we had one great ftorm, whe’rein the Michael 
was fomewhat in danger, having her llirrage broken, and her topmalls blown over¬ 
board, and being not pall fifty leagues fhort of the llreights by our account, we ftruck 
fail and lay a hull, fearing the continuance of the florin, the wind being at the N. E. 
and having loll company of the barks in that flaw of wind, we happily met again the 
17th day of July, having the evening before feen divers iflands of fleeting ice, which 
gave an argument that we were not far from land. Our general in the morning from 
the main-top (the weather being reafonably clear) deferied land; but to be better 
allured, he lent the two barks two contrary courfes, whereby they might defery either the 
South or North Foreland, the Aide lying oft' and on at fea, with a fmall fail by an iftand 
of ice, which was the mark for us to meet again together. And about noon,the weather 
being more clear, we made the North Foreland perfect, which otherwife is called Hall’s 
Iftand, and alfo a fmall iftand bearing the name of the faid Hall, whence the ore yras 
taken up which was brought into England this laft year 1576 ; the faid Hall being 
prefent at the finding and taking up thereof, who was then mailer in the Gabriel with 
Captain Frobifher. At our arrival here, all the feas. about this coaft were fo covered 
over with huge quantity of great ice, that we thought thefe places might only deferve 
the name of Mare Glaciale, and be called the Icy Sea. 

This North Foreland is thought to be divided from the continent of the Norrherland. 
by a little found called Hall's Sound, which maketh it an iftand, and is thought littlt 
lefs than the Ille of Wight, and is the firft entrance of the llreights upon the northed 
fide, and ftandeth in the latitude of 6 2 degrees and 50 minutes. ’ God having blefled 
us with fo happy a laud-fall, we bare into the ftreights which run in next hand, and 
fomewhat further up to the northward, and came as near the lhore as we might for the 
ice; and upon the x 8th day of July, our general taking the gold-finers with him, 
attempted to go on lhore with a ftnali rowing pinnace, upon the fmall iftand where the 
ore was taken up, to prove whether there were any ftore thereof to be found; but lie 
could not get, in all that iftand, a piece as big as a walnut, where the.fi found. 
But our men, which fotjghfc$ie other iflands ^hereabouts, found them all to .have gqod 
(lore of the we, whereupon our ireneral with thefe erood. tidinsrs returned aboawF 
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about ten of die clock at flight, and was joyfully welcomed of the company, with a volley 
of fhot. He brought eggs, fowls, and a young feal aboard, which the company had 
killed afliore; and having found, upon diofe iflands, gins fet to catch fowl, and fticks 
‘hew cut, with other things, he well perceived, that, not long before, fome of the 
country people had reforted thither. 

Having therefore found thofe tokens of the people’s accefs in thofe parts, and 
being in his firrt voyage well acquainted with their fubtle and cruel difpofition, he 
provided well for his better fafety; and on Friday the 19th of July, in the morning 
early, with his beft company of gentlemen and foldiers, to the number of 40 perfons, 
went on fliorc, as well to dilcover the in-land and habitation of the people, as alfo to 
"find out Ionic fit harbour for our (hips; and palling towards the fliorc with no fmall 
difficulty, by ronfon of the abundance of ice, which lay along the coaftfo thick together, 
that hardly any paflage through them might be difeovered, we arrived at length upon 
the main of Hall’s greater illand, and found there alfo, as well as in the other fmall 
iflands, good {tore Of the ore. And leaving his boats here with fufficient guard, we 
palled up into the country about two Englifli miles, and recovered the top of a high 
hill, on the top whereof our men made a column of crofs (tones, heaped up of a good 
height together, in good fort, and folemnly founded a trumpet, and laid certain prayers, 
kneeling about the enftgn, and honoured the place with the name of Mount Warwick, 
in remembrance of the Right Honourable Ambrofe Dudley, Earl of Warwick, whofe 
noble mind and good countenance in this, as in all other good actions, gave great 
encouragement and good furtherance. This done, we retired our companies, not 
feeing any thing here worthy of further dilcovery ; the country feeming barren and full 
of ragged mountains, and in molt parts covered with lhow. 

’ And thus marching towards our boats, we deferied certain of the country people on 
the top of Mount Warwick, with a flag wafting us back again, and making great noife, 
with cries like the mowing of bulls, feeming greatly delirous of conference wgh us; 
whereupon the general being therewith better acquainted, anfwered them again with 
the like cries; whereat, and with the noife of our trumpets, they feeined greatly to 
rejoice, flopping, laughing, and dancing for joy. And hereupon we made ligns unto 
them, holding up two fingers, commanding two of our men to go apart from our com- 
pa||jes, whereby they might do the like. So that forthwith two of our men and two 
of theirs met together, a good fpace from company, neither party haVfng their weapons 
about them. Our men gave 'hem pins, and points, and fuch trifles as they had; and 
they likewife beftowed on our men two bow-cafes, and fuch things as they had. They 
earneftly defired our men to go up into their country, and our men offered them like 
kindnefs about our (hips, but neither part (as it l’eemed) admitted or trufted the others 
courtefy. Their manner of traffick is thus; they do ufe to lay down of their merchan¬ 
dize upon the ground, fo much as they mean to part withal, and fo looking that the 
other party with whom they make trade, fhould do the like, they themfelves do depart, 
and then, if they do like of their part, they come again, and ta^e in exchange the 
others merchandise; otherwilb, if they like not, they take their own and depart. The 
day being thus well near fpent, in hafte we retired our companies into our boats again, 
ipinding forthwith to fearch along the coart for fome harbour fit for our (hips, for the \ 
prefent neceflity thereof was much, confidering that all this while they lay off and on 
between the two lands, being continually fubjeft, as well to great danger of fleeting 
ice, which environed them, as to the fudden flows which the coaft feemed fnuch fub- 
jeefc to. Bu$when the people perceived gur departure, with great tokens pf affedtion 
they, jlitiemv calldLus back again, following us alnioft to our boats} whereupon, our 

general, 
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general, taking his mailer with him, who was beft acquainted with their manners, went 
apart unto two of them; meaning, if they could lay fure hold upon them, forcibly to 
bring them aboard, with intent to bellow certain toys and apparel upon the one, and 
fo to difmifs him with all arguments of courtefy, and retain the other for an interpreter*. 
The general, and his mailer, being met with their two companions together, after they 
had exchanged certain things, the one with the other, one of the favages, for lack of 
better merchandil'e, cut off the tail of his coat (which is a chief ornament among them), 
and gave it unto our general for a prefent: hut he prefently, upon a watch-word gjjven 
him with his mailer, fuddenly laid hold upon the two favages ; but the ground under¬ 
foot being llippery with the fiiow on the fide of the hill, their handfalt failed, and 
their prey cfcaping, ran away and lightly recovered their bows and arrows, which they- 
had hid not far from them, behind the rocks; and being only two favages in fight, they 
fo fiercely, defperatcly, and with fitch fury alfailed and ptirfucd our general and his 
mailer, being altogether unarmed,' and not millrulling their fubtlety, that they chafe^ 
them to their boats, and hurt the general in the buttock with an arrow, who the rather 
fpeedily fled back, becaufe they fufpecled a greater number behind the rocks. Our 
foldiers (which were commanded before *0 keep their boats) perceiving the danger, 
and hearing our men calling for Ihot, came fpeedily to refeue, thinking there had been 
a greater number. But when the favages heard the Ihot of one of our calivers, (and yet 
having full beftowed their arrows.) they ran away, our men fpeedily* following them. 
But a fervant of my Lord of Warwick, called Nicholas Conger, a good footman, and 
uncumbered with any furniture, having only a dagger at his back, overtook one of 
them, and being a Cornilh man. and a good wreltlcr, Ihewed his companion fuch a 
Cornilh trick, that he made his fides ache againd the ground fora month after; and 
fo being flayed, he was taken alive and brought :uvay, but the other cfeaped. Thus, 
with their flrange and new prey, our men repaired to their boats, and palled front the 
main to a fmall illand of a mile compafs, where they refolved for to tarry all night; 
for even now ttfudden dorm was grown lb great at lea, that by no means they could 
recover their fhips. And here every man refrclhcd himielf with a fmall portion of 
victuals, which was laid into the boats for their dinners, having neither eat nor drank 
all the clay before. But becaufe they knew not how long rfie Itorm might lalt, nor 
how far off the fhips might be put to lea, nor whether they Ihould ever recover them 
again or not, they made great fpare of their victuals, as it greatly behoved them; for 
they knew full well, 1 hat the beft. cheer the country could yield them, was rocks and 
Hone, a hard food to live withal; and the people more ready to eat them, than to give 
them wherewithal to eat. And thus, keeping ve v y good watch and ward, they lay 
there all night, upon hard cliffs of fnow and ice, both wet, cold, and comfortlefs. 

Thefe things thus happening with the company on land, the danger of the fhips at 
fea was no lefs perilous; for within one hour after the general’s departing in the morning, 
by negligence of the cook in overheating, and the workman in making the chimney, 
the Aide was let on fire, and had been the confufion of the whole, if, by chance a 
boy efpying it, ft had not been fpeedily, with great labour and God’s help, well 
extinguilhed. _ 

This day alfo were clivers dorms and flaws, and by nine of the clock at night the dorm 
was grown fo great, and continued fuch until the morning, that it put our fhips at lea 
in no fmall peril; for having mountains of fleeting ice on every fide, we went roomer 
for one,*, and loofed for another; fome feraped us, and fotne happily, efyaj^Kl us, that 
the leaft of all of them were as dangerous to drike as any rock, and able have fplit 
afunder the dronged fliip of the world. We had a fcope of clear, without ice (as 
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God wou i*v wherein w* turned, being otherwife compaffed on every fide about? but 
fo muchwasthe wind, andfo little was the Tea-room, that being able to bear only our 
fore-courfej 'we caft fo oft about, that we made fourteen boards in eight ghtffes running, 
.being but foiir hours; -but God being our beft fteerfman, and by the induftry of 
Charles'Jackman and Andrew Dier, the mailer’s mates, both very expert mariners, 
arid Richard Cox, the mailer gunner, with other very careful faik>rs, then within board, 
and alfo by the help of the clear nights, which are without darknefs, we did happily 
avoid thofe prefent dangers, whereat fince we have more marvellecf than in the prefent 
danger feared ; for that every man within board, both better and worfe, had enough to do 
with his hands to haul ropes, and with his eyes to look out for danger. But the next 
^homing, being the 20th of July,(as God would.) the ilorm ceafed, and the general efpying 
the ihips, with his new taptive and whole company, came happily aboard, and reported 
what had palled aihore, whereupon, all together upon our knees we gave God humble 
and hearty thanks, for that it had pleafed Him from fo l'pcedy peril to fend us fuch 
fpeedy deliverance; and fo from this northern ihore we ftruck over towards the 
fouthern land. 

The 21 ft of July we difeovered a bay which ran into the land, that feemea ’a likely 
harbour for our fhips; wherefore our general rowed' thither with his boats to make 
proof thereof, and with his gold-liners to fearch for ore, having never cflayed any 
thing on the fouth Ihore as yet, and the firlt linall ifland which we landed upon. Here 
all the fands and cliffs did fo glifter, and had fo bright a marcafite, that it feemed all 
to be gold; but, upon trial made, it proved no better than black-lead, and verified the 
proverb, “ all is not gold that gliftereth.” 

On the 22d of July we bare into the faid found,' and came to anchor a reafonable 
breadth off the Ihore, where thinking ourfclves in good Security, we were greatly 
endangered with a piece of drift ice, which the ebb brought forth of the founds, and 
came thwart us ere we were aware. But the gentlemen and Soldiers within board, 
taking, great pains at this pinch at thecapftan, overcame the nioft danger thereof, and 
yet for all that might be done, it ftruck on our ftern fuch a blow, that we feared left 
it had itricken away -our rudder; and being forced to cut our cable in the hawfe, we 
were fain to fet our forefail, to run further up within, and if our (teenage had not been 
ftronger than in the prefent time, we feared we had run the Ship upon the rocks, having 
a very narrow channel to turn in; but as God would, all came well to pafs, and this 
was named Jackman’s Sound, after the name of the mafter’s mate, who had firft liking 
unto the place. 

Upon a fmall ifland within this found, called Smith’s Ifland (becaufe he firft fet up 
his force there), was found a mine of filver, but was won out of the rocks without great 
labour., Here our gold-finers made effay upon fuch ore as they found upon the north- 
erit land, and found four forts thereof to hold gold in good quantity. Upon another 
fmall ifland here was alfo found a great dead fiih, which, as it Should feem, had been 
embayed with ice, and was in proportion round like to a porpoife, being about twelve 
fefet long, and in bignefs anfwerable, having a horn of two yards lorfg growing out of 
thi?j fnout or noftrils. This horn is wreathed and, ftraight, like infafhion to a taper 
made .of wax, and may truly be thought to be the fea-unicorn. This horn is to be feen, 
and, referved as a jewel by the Queen’s Majefty’s commandment, in her wardrobe 
of rofyss. 

Tuefaay tjhp a^d of July, our general, with his beft company of gentleman,*foldiers, 
arn^ Jailors, foThe number of 70 per forts in all, marched, with enfign difpJaye# upon 
the contineiiftsdf the’fouthemland (the fuppoiea continent of America), whete, com- 
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manding a trumpet to found a call for every man to repair to tfie enfign, he fee Jared to 
the whole company, how much the caufe imported for the fervice of her Majefty, our 
country, our credits, and the fafety of our own lives; and therefore required every 
man to be conformable to order, and to be direfted by thofe he foould aflign. And he' 
appointed for leaders, Captain Fenton, Captain Yorke, and his Lieutenant George 
Belt; which done, we call ourfelvcs into a ring, and altogether upon our knees, gave 
God humble thanks, for that it had pleafed Him of His goodnefs to preferve us Irom 
fuch imminent dangers, befeeching likewife rhe^affiftance of His Holy Spirit, fa to 
deliver us in fafety into our country, whereby the light and truth of thefe fecrets being 
known, it might redound to the more honour of His Holy Name, and confequently to 
the advancement of our commonwealth. And fo in as good for£ as the place fuffered, 
we marched towards the tops of the mountains, which were no lefs painful in climbing 
than dangerous in delcending, by reafon of their fteepnefs and ice. And having paffed 
about five miles by fuch unwieldy ways, we returned unto our Ihips without fight of 
any people, or likelihood of habitation. Here divers of the gentlemen defired our 
general to fuffer them, to the number of twenty or thirty perfons. to march up thirty 
or forty leagues into the country; to the end they might difeover the inland, and do 
fome acceptable fervice for their country: but he, not contented with the matter he 
fought for, and well confidering the foort lime he had in hand, and the greedy defire 
our country hath to a prefent favour and return of gain, bent his whole endeavour only 
to find a mine to freight his (hips, and to leave the reft (by God’s help) hereafter to be 
well accomplifoed. And, therefore, the 26th of July, he departed over to the north- 
land with the two barks, leaving the Aide riding in Jackman’s Sound, and meant, after 
he had found convenient harbour and freight there for his Ihips, to difeover further for 
the paffage. The harks came the fame night to anchor in a found upon the norther- 
land, where the tides did run fo fwift, and the place was fo fubjed to indrafts of ice, 
that by reafon thereof they were greatly endangered; and having found a very rich 
mine, as they fuppofed, and got almoft 20 ton^f ore together, upon the 28th of July 
the ice came driving into the found where the barks rode, in fuch fort, that they were 
therewith greatly diftreffed: and the Gabriel riding aftern the Michael, had her cable 
galled afunder in the hawfo by a piece of driving ice, and loft another anchor; and 
having but one cable and anchor left, for foe had loft two before, and the ice ftill 
driving upon her, foe was, by God’s help, well fenced fiom the danger of the reft, 
by one great ifland of ice, which came a-ground hard a-head of her, which if it had 
not fo chanced, I think, furely, foe had been call upon the rocks with the ice. The 
Michael moored anchor upon this great ice, and rode under the lee thereof; but, 
about midnight, by the weight of itfelf, and the fetting of the tides, the ice brake within 
half the bark’s length, and made unto the company within board a hidden and fearful 
noife. The next flood, towards the morning, we weighed anchor, and went further 
up the ftreights, and leaving our ore behind us which we had digged, for hafte left 
the place by the name of Blare’s Sound, after the name of the mailer of the Michael, 
and named the ifland-Lecefter’s Ifland. In one of the fmall iflands hefe we found a 
tomb, wherein the bones of a dead matt lay together, and our favage captive being with 
' us, and being demanded, by figns, whether his countrymen had not flain this man 
and eat his flefo fo from the bones, he made figns to the contrary, and that he was 
flain withu wolves and wild beads. Here alfo was found, hid under ftones,' good flare 
of Bill, |nd fundry other things of the inhabitants; as fleds, bridles/ keftlt: of ftfh- 
flrins^ knives of bone, and fuch other like. And our lavage declared unto jus the ufe 
of all thofe things$ and taking in his hand one oflthofe country bridles, he caught am 
m.xu. 3x of 
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of our and hamperedhim handfomely therein, as we do our horfes, and with a 
whip ln hts hand, he taught the dog to draw in a fled, as we do horfes in a coach, 
letting hlmfelf thereupon like a guide; fo that we might fee th u y ufe dogs for that pur- 
' pofe that we do our horfes. And we found fince by experience, that the Idler fort 
of dogs they feed fat, and keep them as domeftic cattle in their tents for eating, and the 
greater fort ferve for the ufe of drawing their fleds. 

The 29th of July, about five leagues from Beare’s Sound, we difcovered a bay, which 
bang fenced on each fide with final! jflands, lying off the main, which break tne force 
of the tides, and make the place free fi jm any .ndrafts of ice, did prove a very fit har¬ 
bour for our fhips, where we came to anchor under a finall ifland, which now, together 
■■ with the found, is called b) the name of that right honourable and virtuous lady, Anne 
Countefs of Warwick. And this is the furtheft place t^at this year we have ente.ed up 
within the* {freights, and is reckoned from the cape of the Queen’s Foreland, which is 
the entrance of the ftreights, not above 30 leagues. Upon this ifland was found good 
ftore of the ore, which, in the walhing, to our thinking, held gold, plainly .o be feen ; 
whereupon it was thought belt rather to load here, where there was ftore and indif¬ 
ferent good, than to feek further for better, and (pend rime with jeopardy. And 
therefore our general, fetting the miners to work, <tnd {hewing firft a good precedent 
of a painful labourer and a good captain in himielf, gave good examples for others 
to follow him. ‘ Whereupon, every man, both better and wone, with their belt endea¬ 
vours, willingly laid to their helping hands j and die next Jay, being the 30th of July, 
the Mlfchael was fent over to Jackman’s Round, for he Aide and the whole company 


to come thither. Upon the main land »ver againft the Countefs’s Ifland, we difco¬ 
vered and beheld, to our great marvel, the poor caves and houfes of thofe country 
people, which ferve them, as it {horn. 1 feem, for their winter dwellings, and are made 
two fathom under ground, in compafs round, like to an oven, being joined faft one to 
another, having holes like a fox or coney berry, to keep and come together. They 
undertrenched thefe places with gutters fo, that the water falling from the hills above 
them, may Aide away without their annoyance; and art fee ted commonly in the 
foot of a hill, to Afield them better from the cold winds, having their door and entrance 
ever open towards the fouth. From the ground upwards they build with whaler, bones, 
fi|^Jack of timber, which bending one o\<: another, are handfomely compacted in the 
top together, and are covered over Hth leals {kins, which, inftead of tiles, fence them 
ftpmthe rain ; in which houfe they have only one room, having the one half of the 
flbor raifed with broad itones a foot higher than the other, whereon ftrewing mofs, 
tliiey make their nelts to deep in. They defile thefe dens mod filthily with their 
beaJtly feeding, and dwell fo long in a place, as we think, until their Jluttiflmefs 
loathing them, they are forced to feek a fweeter air, and a new feat, and are, no 
dbubt, a difperfed and wandering nation, as the Tartarians, and live in hordes and 
troops, without any certain abode, as may appear by fundry circumftances of our 
experience. , 

Here, our captive being aihore with us, to declare the ufe of fuch things as we faw,flayed 
Hirfifelf alone behind the company, and did fet up five final! flicks round in a circle oiie 
Ky ahbijtlifer 9 with one fmall bone placed juft in the midft of all; which thing when one 
df opr then, pesc^ved, he called fis back to behold the matter, thinking that he had 
ifieaht JSbjnab ^charm or vritchcraft therein. But the beft conjecture wfe coula make thereof 
-thereby'^isxountimbri'lhbuld underftand, 'that ftir our five rAdn, 




the laft yearj (^omhelignified by the five flackst) he #as t&fc&k' 
Wch he fighifiedlfcy the bone in the midft: for afiovtards, # 411 ** 
c* feewed 
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fhewed him the picture of his countryman,. which the laft year was br^hjt.into 
England, (whofe counterfeit we had drawn, with boat and other furniture, Doth 9 $ bfi 
wasin his own, and rlfo in Englifh apparel,) he was upon the fudden much amazed 
thereat, and beholding advifedly the fame with filence a good while, as though he 
would itrain courtefie whcthei ilia !d begin the fpecch,(for he thought him no doubt 
a lively creature,) ..t length began to qud'lion with him, as with Ids companion, and 
finding him dumb and mute, feer. „j to b/fpeft him, as one difdainful, and would with 
a little help have grown into cooler it :U- maner, until at laft byjfeeling and handling, 
he found him but a deceiving pi&ure; nd tln.n with great noife and cries,, ceafed not 
wondering, thinking that we could make met. live or die at our pleafure. 

And thereupon calling the matter to ! '■: remembrance, he gave us t bmly to under* 
ft ind by figns, that he had knowledge ,/ .he talcing our five men'the laft year, and con- 
feffing the manner of each thing, numbered the five men upon his five fingers, and 
pointed unto a boat in our fliip, which was like unto that wherein our men were 
betrayed ; and when we made him figns that they were ilain and eaten, he earneftly 
denied, and made figns to the contrary. 

The laft of July, the Michael returned with the Aide to us, from the foutherland, 
and came to ancV - by us in the Coi.ntefs of Warwick’s Sound, and reported, that fince 
we departed from Jackman’s Sound, 'here happened nothing among them there greatly 
worh the remembrance, until the 30th of July, when certain of our ‘company being 
alhore upon a ’hull ifland within the faid Jackman’s Sound, near the place where the 
Aide rode, did efpy a long boat with divers of the country people therein, to the num¬ 
ber of 181 20 perfons, whom fo foon as our men perceived, they returned fpeedily 
aboard, to give notice thereof unto our company They might perceive thefe people 
climbing up to the top of a hill, where with a fir - they wafted unto our (hip, and made 
great outcries and noifes, like fo m ny bulls. Hereupon our inert did prefently man 
forth a f'rnall uciff, having not above fix or feven perfons therein, which rowed near the 
pb.ee where thofe peoplj were, to prove if they could have any conference with them. 
But after thn. fmall boat was fent a greater, being well appointed for their refeue, if 
r^ed required. 

As foon as they afpied our compan/ coming near them, they took their boats and 
hafted away, either for fear, or eli’e for policy, to draw our men from refeue furtj^r 
within their danger j wherefore ur men conftruing that their coming hither was but to 
feek advantage, followed fpeedily after them j bu‘ uiey rowed fo fwiftly away, that our 
men could come nothing near them, hewbeit they faiLd not of their belt endeavour in 
rowing, and having chafed them above two miles into the fea, returned into their {hips 
again. 

The 1 ft of Auguft, bein ft the moming.followmg, Captain Yorke, with the Michael, 
came into Jackman’s Sound, and declared unto the company there, that the laft night 
paft he came to anchor in a certain bay (which fmee was named Yorke’s Sound,) 
about four leagues diftant from Jackman’s Sound, being put to leeward of that place for 
lack of wind, where be difeovered t^rtain tents of the country people, where going 
Yfith his company aftiore, he entered into them, but found the people departed, as ft 
fhould feera, for fear of their coming. But amongft fundry ftrange dungs which in 
thefe tents they found, there was raw and new killed flefh of unknown forts, with dead 
carcafes and bones of dogs, and I know not what. They alfo beheld, (to their greateffc 
marvel) a doublet of canvas made after the Englifh faftiion, a fhirt, .aigtrdie, thfee, 
for contrary feet, and pf unequal bignefg, which they well con|e£ture<Lto be,th4 
appayel of our five poor countrymen,which wereinfcrcepted ate laft year by thfle country. 

3x2 people, 
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people, Aput fifteen leagues from this place, further within the llreights j whereupon our 
men bemgin good hope, that fome of them might be here, and yet living, the captain 
devifing for the beft, left his mind behind him in writing, with pen, ink, and paper alfo* 
whereby our poor captive countrymen, if it might come ter their hands, might know their 
friends* minds, and of their arrival, and likewife return their anfwer. And fo without 
talcing any thing away in their tents, leaving there alfo looking-glades, points, and 
others of our toys, (the better to allure them by fuch friendly means,) departed aboard, 
his bark, with intent to make halte to the Aide, to givp notice unto the company of all, 
fuch things as he had there difeovered, and fo meant to return to thofe tents again,, 
hoping that he might by force or policy entrap or entice the people to fome friendly 
conference. Which things when he had delivered to the whole company there, they 
determined forthwith Co go in hand with the matter. Hereupon Captain Yorke, with 
the mafter of the Aide and his mate, (who the night before had been at the tents, and 
came overTrom the other fide in the Michael with him,) being accompanied with the 
gentlemen and foldiers, to the number of 30 or 40 perfons, in two finall rowing pin¬ 
naces, made towards the place where the night before they difeovered the tents of 
thofe people, and fetting Charles Jackman, being the mailer’s mate, aihore, with a 
convenient number, for that, he could beft guide them to the place, they marched over 
land, meaning to compafs them on the one fide, whilft the captain, with his boats, 
might entrap them on the other fide. But landing at laft at the place where the niglrt 
before they left them, they found them with their tents removed. Notwithilanding, 
our men which marched up into the country, pafling over two or three mountains, by 
chance efpied certain tents in a valley underneath them, near unto a creek by the foa- 
fide, which becaufe it was not the place where the guide had been the night before, they 
judged them to be another company, and befetting them about, determined to take 
them if they could j. but they having quickly deferied our company, launched one great 
and another fmall boat, being about 16 or 18 perfons, and very narrowly efcaping, 
put themfelves to fea. Whereupon, our foldiers difeharged their calivers, and followed 
them, thinking the noife thereof being heard to our boats at fea, our men there would 
make what fpeed they might to that place. And thereupon, indeed, our men which, were 
in the boats, crofting upon them in the mouth of the found, whereby their paffage was 
for getting fea-room, wherein it had been impoffible for us to overtake them by 
rawing, forced them to put themfelves aihore upon a point of land within the faid 
found, (which, upon occafion of the daughter there, was fince named The Bloody 
Point ,) whereunto our men fo fpeedily followed, that they had little leifure left them to 
make any efcape. But fo foon as they landed, each of them brake his oar, thinking by 
that means to prevent us in carrying away their boats for want of oars ; and despe¬ 
rately returning upon our men, refilled them manfully in their landing, fo long as 
their arrows and darts lafted, and after gathering up thofe arrows which our men Ihot 
at them; yea, and plucking our arrows out of their bodies, encountered afrelh again, 
and maintained their caufe until both weapons and life failed them: and when they 
found they were mortally wounded, being ignoraiy. of what mercy rfieaneth, with deadly 
fury they call themfelves headlong from off the’rocks into the’fea, left perhaps their 
enemies Ihould receive glory or prey of their dead carcafes, for they fuppofed us belike 
to be cannibals, or eaters of man’s flelh. In this conflict one of our men was dan- 
geroufly hurt in the belly with one of their arrows, and of them were flain five or fix, 
the reft by flight efcaping among the rocks, faving two women, whereof the one being 
oldand*ugly, fiur men thought Ihe had been a devil or fome witch, and therefore 
fa&Jtoprgrff the other being young and cumbered, with a fucking child at her back, 

' *,8 hiding. 
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hiding herfelf behind the rocks, was efpied by one of our men, who fuppofitffcfte had ’ 
been a man, foot through the hair of her head, and pierced through the child’s arm, 
whereupon {he cried out, and our furgeon meaning to heal her child’s arm, applied 
falves thereunto. But {he not acquainted with fuch kind of furgery, plucked thofe •• 
falves away, and by continual licking with her own tongue, not much unlike our dogs, 
healed up the child’s arm. And becaufe the day was well near fpent, our men made 
hafte unto the reft of our company, which on the other fide of the water remained at 
the tents, where they found by, the apparel, letter, and other Englifh furniture, that 
they were the fame company which Captain Yorke difcovered the night before, having 
removed themfelves from the place where he left them. 

And now confidering their hidden flying from our men, and their delperate manner 
of fighting, we began to fufpeft that we had heard the laft new* of our men which the 
laft year were betrayed of thefe people : and confidering alfo their ravenous and bloody 
dil'pofition, in eating any kind of raw flelh or carrion, howfoever {linking,* it is to be 
thought that they had {lain and devoured our men, for the doublet which was found in 
their tents, had many holes therein, being made with their arrows and darts. 

But now the night being at hand, our men with their captives, and fuch poor ftuff as 
they found in their tents, returned towards their {hips; when being at fea, there arofe a 
hidden flaw of wind, which was not a little dangerous for their fmall boats, but as God 
would, they came all fafely aboard. And with thefe good news they returned 
(as before mentioned) into the Countefs of Warwick’s Sound unto us. And be¬ 
tween Jackman’s Sound, from whence they came, and the Countefs of Warwick’s 
Sound, between land and land, being thought the narroweft place of the ftreights, were 
judged nine leagues over at the leaft. And Jackman’s Sound being upon the fouther- 
land, lieth dire&ly almoft over-agamft the Countefs’ Sound, as is reckoned fcarce thirty 
leagues within the ltreights from the Queen’s Cape, which is the entrance of the ftreights 
of the foutherland. This cape, being named Queen Elizabeth’s Cape, ftandeth in the 
latitude of fixty-two degrees and a half to the northwards of Newfoundland, and upon 
the fame continent, for any thing that is yet known to the contrary. 

Having now got a woman captive for the comfort of our man, we brought them both 
together; and eve^y man with filence defired to behold the manner of their meeting and 
entertainment, the which was more worth the beholding than can be well expreflfed by 
writing. At their firft encountering they beheld each the other very wiftly a good 
fpace, without fpeech or word uttered, with great change of colour and countenance,, 
as though it feemed the grief and difdain of their captivity had taken away the ufe of 
their tongues and utterance j the woman at the firft very fudd^nly, as though Ihe dif- 
dained, or regarded not the man, turned awhy, and began to fing as though me minded 
another matter; but being again brought together, the man brake up the filence firft, 
and with ftern and {laid countenance began to tell a long folemn tale to the woman, 

' whereunto {he gave good hearing, and interrupted him nothing till he had finilhed, and 
afterwards being grown into more familiar acquaintance by fpeech, they were turned toge¬ 
ther, fo that (I think), the one wouU, hardly have lived without the comfort of the other; 
and for fo much as we could perceive, although they lived continually together, yet 
they did never ufe as man and wife, though the woman fpared not to do all neceffary 
things that appertained to a good houfewife indifferently for them both, as in making 
clean their cabin, and every other thing that appertained to his eafej for when he was 
fea-fick, Ihe would make him clean; Ihe would kill add flay the dogs foy their eating, 
and drefs his meat. Only I think it worth the noting* the continency ot'fhem botftf; 
for the man would never fhift himfetf, except he;had firft caufed the womalf to depart 

out 
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out of f# cabin, and they both'were moft fhamefaced, left any of their privy parts 
fhould be ( difcovered, either of themfelves or any other body. . ,> 

Oh Monday the 6th Of Auguft, the lieutenant with all the foldiers, for the better 
guard of the miners and the other things afhore, pitched their tents in the Oountefc’s 
Ifland, and fortified the place for their better defence as well as they could, and were to 
the number of forty perfons; when being all at labour, they might perceive upon the 
top of a hill over again!! them a number of the country people, wafting with a flag, 
and making great outcries unto them, and were of the lame company which had en¬ 
countered lately our men upon the other fhore, being come to complain their late 
Ioffes, and to entreat (as it feemed) for reftitution of the woman and child, which 
our men in the late copflid had taken and brought away. Whereupon the general, 
taking the favage captive with him, and fetting the woman where they might beft 
perceive her, in the higheft place of the ifland, went over to talk with them. This 
captive, at his firft encounter of his friends, fell fo out into tears, that he could not 
foeak a word in a great fpace; but after a while overcoming his kindnefs, he talked at 
full with his companions, and bellowed friendly upon them fuch toys and trifles as we 
had given him, whereby we noted that they are very kind one to another, and greatly 
forrowful for the lofs of their friends. Our general, by figns, required his five men 
which they took captive the laft year, and promifed them not only to releafe thofe which 
he had taken, but alfo to reward them with great gifts and friendfhip. Our favage 
made figns in anfwer from them, that our men Ihould be delivered us, and were yet 
living; and made figns likewife unto us, that we fliould write our letters unto them, 
for they knew very well the ufe we have of writing, and received knowledge thereof, 
either of our poor captive countrymen which they betrayed, or elfe by this our new 
captive, who hath feen us daily write, and repeat again fuch wdrdsofhis language as we 
defired to leam; but they for this night, becaufe it was late, departed without any 
letter, although they called earneftly in hafte for the fame. And the next morning early, 
being the 7th of Auguft, they called again for the letter, which being delivered unto 
them, they fpeedily departed, making figns with three fingers, and pointing to the fun, 
that they meant to return within three days, until which time we heard no more of 
them, and about the time appointed they returned, in fuch fort*as you Ihall after¬ 
wards hear. 

This night, becaufe the people were very near unto us, the lieutenant caufed the 
trumpet to found a call, and every man in the ifland repairing to the enfign, he put 
them in mind of the place, fo fir from their country wherein they lived, and the 
danger of a great multitude which they were fubjeft unto, if good watch and ward 
were not kept; for at every low-water the enemy might come almoft dry-foot from 
the main unto us : wherefore he willed every man to prepare him in good readinefs 
upon all fudden occafions; and fo giving the watch their chargp, the company departed 
to reft. 

I thought the captain’s letter well worth remembering, not for tjie circumftaace of 
curious inditing, but for the fubftance and good meaning therein contained, and there¬ 
fore hayere peated here the fame, as by himfelf it was haftily written. 


The Form of M. Martin Frobifher’s Letter to the Englilh Captives. 

jyffc th&nameof God, in whom we all believe, who (I trull) hath preferred yo#r 
amaftgft thefe infidels, I commend me u sno you. I will he gW to 

feek 
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feek by all means you can devife for your deliverance, either with force c§lwith any 
commodities within my (hips, which I will not fpare for your lakes, or any thing elite 
1 can do for you. I have aboard of theirs, a man, a woman, and a child, which I 
am contented to deliver for you; but the man whi<;h I carried away from hence the* 
laft year, is dead in England. Moreover you may declare unto them, that if they de¬ 
liver you not, I will not leave a mamalive in their country. And thus, if one of you 
can come to fpeak with me, they (hall have either the man, woman, or child, in pawn 
for you. And thus unto God, whom I truft you do ferve, in hafte I leave you, 
and to him we will daily pray for you. This Tuefday morning the 7th Auguft, 
Anno 1577. 

Tour’s to the uttermoft of my power, 

Martin Frobisher. 

“ I have fent you by thefe bearers, pen, ink, and paper, to write back unto me again, 
if perfonally you cannot come, to certify me of your eftate.” 

Now had the general altered his determination for going any farther into the (freights at 
this time, for any further difco very of the paifage, having taken a man and woman of that 
country, which he thought fufficient for the ufe of language j and having alfo met with 
thefe people here, which intercepted his men laft year, (as the apparel and Englilh 
furniture which was found in their tents very well declared ,) he knfiw it was but a 
labour loft to feek them further off, when he had found them there at hand. And 
confidering alfo the fhort time he had in hand, he thought it beft to bend his whole 
endeavour for the getting of mine, and to leave the paifage further to be difeovered 
hereafter. For his commillion dire&ed him in this voyage, only for the fearching of 
the ore, and to defer the further difeovery of the paifage until another time. 

On Thurfday the gth of Auguft, we began to make a finall fort for our defence, in 
the Counter’s lfland, and entrenched the corner of a cliff, which on three parts, like a 
wall of good height, was encompaffed and well fenced with the fea, and we finilhed the 
reft with calks of the earth to good purpofe, and thisw as called Beft’s Bulwark, after 
the lieutenant’s name, who firft devifed the fame. This was done, for that we fufpe&ed 
more, left; the defperate men might opprefs us with multitude, than any fear we had 
of their force, weapons, or policy of battle: but as wifdom would us in fuch a place, 
fo far from home, not to be of ourfelves altogether carelefs; fo the figns which our 
captive •made unto us, of the coming down of his Governor or Prince, which he called 
Catchoe, gave us occafion to forefee what might enfue thereof j for he (hewed by 
figns, chat this Catchoe was a man of higher ftature far than any of our nation is, and he 
is accuftomed to be carried upon men’s lhoulders. 

About midnight the lieutenant caufed a falfe alarm to be given in the ifland, to prove 
as well the readinefs of^e company there afhore, as alfo what help might be hoped 
for upon the fudden, if need fo required, and every part was found in good readinefs 
upon fuch a fuddeq. 

Saturday the 1 ith of Auguft, the \ eople (hewed themfelves again, and called unto us 
from the fide of a hill over againft us. The general (with good hope to hear of his men, 
and to have anfwer of his letter) went over unto them, where they prefented themfelves, 
not above three in fight, but were hidden indeed in great numbers behind the rocks, 
and making figns of delay with us, to entrap fome of Us to redeem their, own, did 
only feek Advantage to train our boat about a point of land from fight of opr com¬ 
pany : whereupon our men juftly fufpe&ing them, kept alotif without thwr danger, 
«*d yet. fet dne of our. company aihore, which took up.a'gnpit* bladder'wmchonMilt 
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them offered us, and leaving a looking-glafs in the place, came into the boat again. 
In the mean while our men, which ftood in the Countefs’s Ifland to behold, who might 
better difcem them than thofe in the boat, by reafon they were on higher ground, 
made a great outcry unto our men in the boat, for that they faw divers of the favages 1 
creeping behind the rocks towards our men; whereupon the general prefently returned 
without tidings of his men. * * 

Concerning this bladder which we received, our captive made figns that it was given 
him to keep water and drink in; but we fufpe&ed rather it was given him to fwim 
and fhift away withal, for he -and the woman fought divers times to efcape, having 
loofed our boats from a-ftern our fhips, and we never a boat left to purfue them 
withal, and had prevailed very far, had they not been very timely efpied and pre¬ 
vented therein. 

After our general’s coming away from them, they muftered themfelves in our fight 
upon the top of a hill, to the number of twenty in a rank, all holding hands over their 
heads, and dancing with great noife and fongs together; we fuppofed that they made 
this dance and (hew for us to underftand, that we might take view of their whole 
companies and force, meaning belike that we fhould do the fame. And thus they 
continued upon the hill tops until night, when hearing a piece of our great ordnance, 
which thundered in the hollownefs of the high hills, it made unto them fo fearful a 
noife, that they had no great will to tarry long after. And this was done more to 
make them know our force, than to do them any hurt at all. 

On Sunday the 12th of Auguft, Captain Fenton trained the company, and made 
the foldiers maintain Ikirmilh among themfelves, as well for their exercife as for the 
country people to behold in what readinefs our men were always to be found ; for it 
was to be thought that they lay hid in the hills thereabouts, and obferved all the manner 
of our proceedings. 

On Wednefday the 14th of Auguft, our general,with two fmall boats well appointed, 
for that he fufpe&cd the country people to lie lurking thereabouts, went up a cer¬ 
tain bay, within the Countefs’s Sound, to fearch for ore, and met again with the country 
people, who fo foon as they faw our men, made great outcries, and with a white flag 
made of bladders fewed together with the guts and fxnews of beafts, wafted us amain 
unto them, but lhewed not above three of their company. But when we came near 
them, we might perceive a great multitude creeping behind the rocks, which gave us 
good caufe to fulpeft their traiterous meaning ; whereupon we made them figns, that 
if they would lay their weapons *afide, and come forth, we would deal friendly with 
them, although their intent was manifefted unto us : but for all the figns of friendfhip 
we could make them, they came ftill creeping towards us behind the rocks, to get 
more advantage of us, as though we had no eyes to fee them, thinking belike that 
our fingle wits could not difeover fo bare devifes and fimpi% drifts of their’s. Their 
fpokefman earneftly perfuaded us with many enticing Ihews, to come eat and fleep afhore, 
with great arguments of courtefy, and clapping hisTjare hands over his head in token of 
peace and innocency, willed us to do the like. /But the better- to allure our hungry 
uomachs, he brought us a trim bait of raw flefh, which for falhion fake with a boat-hook 
we caught into our boat: but when the cunning eater perceived his firft cold morfel could 
nothing lharpen our ftomachs, he caft about for a new train of warm flefli to procure 
our appetites} wherefore he caufed one of his fellows in halting manner, to come forth 
as a lame man from behind the rocks ; and the better to declare his kindnefs in carving, 
he hoifted him upon his (houlders, and bringing him hard to the water-fide where we 
were, heft him there; limping, as an eafy prey to be taken of us. His hope was that we 

would 
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would bite at this bait, and fpeedily leap afliore within their danger, whereby, they 
might have apprehended feme of us, to ranfom their friends home again, which before 
we had taken. The gentlemen and foldiers had great will to encounter them afhore; 
but the general, more careful by procefe of time to win them, than wilfully at the’' 
firft to fpoil them, would in no wife* admit that any man (hould put himfelf in any 
hazard afhore, confidering the matter he now intended* was for the ore, and not for 
the conqueft. Notwithftanding, to prove this cripple’s footmanfhip, he gave liberty for 
one to (boot; whereupon the cripple having a parting blow, lightly recovered a rock, 
and went away a true and no feigned cripple; and hath learned his leffon for ever 
halting afore fuch cripples again. But his fellows, which lay hid before, full quickly 
then appeared in their likenefs, and maintained the ikirmifh with their flings, bows, and 
arrows, very fiercely, and came as near as the water fuffered them; and with as defpe- 
rate mind as hath been feen in any man, without fear of fhot or any thing, followed us 
all along the coaft, but all their (not fell fliort of us, and are of little danger. They 
had belayed all the coaft along for us, and being difperfed fo, were not well to be 
numbered; but we might difcern of them about a hundred perfons, and had caufe to 
iuipect a greater number. And thus witnout lois or hurt we returned to our (hips 
again 

Now our work growing to an end, and having, with only five poor miners, and the 
help of a few gentlemen and foldiers, brought aboard almoft aoo toft of ore, in the 
ip ace of twenty days, every man therewithal well comforted, determined Iuftily to work 
arreih for a bone voyage, to bring our labour to a fpeedy and happy end. 

And on Wednefday, at night, being the 21ft of Auguft, we fully finiihed the whole 
work. And it was now good time to leave, for as the men were well wearied, fa their 
fiioes and deaths were well worn; their baikets’ bottoms torn out, their tools broken, 
and the ihips reafonably well filled. Some, with over-ftraining themfelves, received 
hurts not a little dangerous, fome having their bellies broken, and others their legs 
made lame. And about this time the ice began to congeal and freeze about our (hips’ 
fides a-night, which gave us a good argument of the fun’s declining fouthward, and put 
us in mind to make more hafte homeward. 

It is not a little, worth the memory, to the commendation of the gentlemen and 
foldiers herein, who leaving all reputation a-part, with fo great willingnefs and with 
courageous ftomachs, have themfelves almoft overcome in fo fliort a time the difficulty 
of this fo great a labour ; and this to be true, the matter, if it be well weighed with¬ 
out further proof, now brought home doth well witnufs. 

Thurfday, the 2 2d of Auguft, we plucked down our tents, and every man hafted home¬ 
ward, and making bonfires upon the top of the higheft mount of the ifland, and 
inarching with enfign difplayed round about the ifland, we gave a volley of (hot for a 
farewell, in honour of the*Right Honourable Lady Anne Countefs of Warwick, whpfc 
name it beareth ; and fo departed aboard. 

The 23d, having the wind large at weft, we fet fail from out of the Countefs’s Sound 
homeward, but the \\ind calming, \ve came to anchor within the point of the fame 
found again. 

The 34th, about three of the clock in the morning, having the wind large at weft, we 
fet (ail agairf, and by nine of the clock at night we left the Queen’s Foreland a-ftern of 
us, and being clear of the (freights, we bare further into the main ocean, keeping 
our courfe more foutherly, to bring ourfelves the fooner under tihe latitude* ?F,our own 
climate. 5 
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The wind was very great at fea,fo that we lay a hull all night, and had fnow half a 
foot deep on the hatches. 

From the 24th until the 28th, we had very much wind, but large, keeping our 
courfe S. S. E. and had like to have loft the barks, but by good hap we met again. 

The 29th the wind blew npich at north-eaft, fo that we could bear only a bunt of 
our fore-i'ail, and the barks were not able to carry any fail at all. 

The Michael loft company of us, and Ihaped her courfe toward Orkney, becaufe that 
way was better known unto them, and arrived at Yarmouth. 

The 30th, with the force ff the wind, and a furge of the fea, the mailer of the 
Gabriel and the boatfwain were ftricken both overboard; and hardly was the boatfwain 
recovered, having hold on a rope hanging overboard in the fea,and yet the bark was laced 
fore and after with ropes a breaft high within board. 

This mafter was called William Smith, being but a young man and a very fufficient 
mariner, who being all the morning before exceeding pleafant, told his captain, he 
dreamt that he was call over-board, and that the boatfwain had him by the hand, and 
could not fave him; and fo immediately upon the end of his tale, his dream came right 
evilly to pafs; and indeed the boatfwain in like fort held him by one hand, having 
hold on a rope with the other, until his force failed, and the mafter drowned. We 
at this time reckoned ourfelves to be about two hundred leagues from the Queen’s 
Cape. 

The laft of Auguft, about midnight, we had two or three fudden and great flaws 
or ftorms. 

The firft of September, the ftorm was grown very great, and continued almoft the 
whole day and night, and lying a hull to tarry for the barks, our fhip was much beaten 
with the feas, every fea almoft overtaking our poop, fo that we were conftrained with 
a, bunt of our fail to try it out, and eafe the rolling of our fhip. And fo the Gabriel, 
not able to bear any fail to keep company with us, and our fhip being higher in the 
poop, and a tall fhip, whereon the wind had more force to drive, went fo fall away 
that we loft light of them, and left them to God and their good fortune of fea. The 
fecond day of September, in the morning, it pleafed God of his goodnefs to fend us a 
calm, whereby we perceived the rudder of our fhip torn in twain, and almoft ready 
to fall away. Wherefore taking the benefit of the time, we flung half a dozen of our 
belt men over-board, who taking great pains under water, driving planks and binding 
with ropes, did well ftrengthen and mend the matter, who returned the moll part 
more than half dead out of the water, and, as God’s pleafure was, the fea was calm 
until the work was fmiftied. In this voyage commonly we took the latitude of the 
place by the height of the fun, becaufe the long day taketh away the light, not only 
of the polar, but alfo of all other fixed ftars/ And here the north ftar is fo much 
elevated above the horizon, that with the ftalf it is hardly to be well obferved, and the 
degrees in the aftrolabe are too fmall to obferve minutes. Therefore we always ufed 
the ftaff and the fun, as fitted inftruments for this&ife. 

ffaving fpent four or five days in traverfc of 1 tie feas with contrary wind, making 
our foutherly way good as near as we could, to raife our degrees to bring ourfelves 
with the latitude of Scilly, the 1 tth of September, about fix o’clock at night, the wind 
came ^ood S. W. we veered fheet, and fet our courfe S. E. 

Tfte\i3th, being in the latitude of Scilly, the wind W. S. W. we kept our courfe E. 
to run m with the Sleeve, or channel fo called, being our narrow feas, and reckoned us 
fhort of Sen 'twelve leagues. 

^ Monday, 
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Monday, the 15th, about four o’clock, we began to found with our lead, and had 
ground at fixty-one fathoms depth,white fmall fandy ground, and reckoned us upon the 
back of Scilly, and fet our courfe E. by N., E. N. E., and N. E. among. 

The 16th, about eight o’clock ift the morning founding, we had fixty fathoms oozy ’ 
fund, and thought ourfelves thwart of St. George’s Channel a little within the banks ; 
and bearing a fmall fail all night, we made many foundings, which were about forty 
fathoms, and fo fhallow that we could not tell well where we were. 

The 17th we founded, and had forty fathoms, and were not far ofl'the land’s-end, 
and being within the bay, we were not able to double die point with a S. by E. way, 
but were fain to make another board, the wind being at S. W. by IV. and yet could 
not double the point to come clear of the land’s-end, to bear along the Channel, and 
the weather cleared up when we were hard aboard the fhore, and we made the land’s- 
end perfect, and fo put up along St. George’s Channel; and the weather being very 
foul at fea, we coveted fome harbour, becaufe our fteerage was broken, and lb came 
to anchor in Padltow-road in Cornwall. But riding there a very dangerous road, we 
were advifed by the country to put to fea again, and of the two evils to choofe the lei's, 
for there was nothing but prefent peril where we rode ; whereupon wc plied along the 
channel to get to Londy, from whence we were again driven ; but being an open road, 
where our anchor came home, and with force of weather put to fea again, and about 
the 23d of September arrived at Milford Haven in Wales, which being a very good 
harbour, made us happy men, that we had received fuch long-defired fafety. 

About one month after our arrival here, by order from the Lords of the Council, the 
fhip came up to Briftow, where the ore was committed to keeping in the caftle there. 
Here we found the Gabriel, one of the barks, arrived in good fafety, who having 
never a man within board very fi^ficient to bring home the fhip, after the mailer was 
loft, by good fortune, when lhe came upon the coaft, met with a fhip of Briftow at fea, 
which conducted her in fafety thither. 

Here we heard good tidings of the other bark alfo, called the Michael, in the north 
parts, which was not a little joyful unto us, that it pleafed God fo to bring us to a fafe 
meeting again ; and we loft in all the voyage only one man, befides one that died at fea, 
who was lick before he came aboard, and was fo deftrous to follow this enterprize, 
that he rather chofe to die therein, than not to be one to attempt fo notable a 
voyage. 
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THE THIRD VOYAGE OF CAPTAIN FROBISHER* 
PRETENDED FOR THE DISCOVERY OF CAT AY A, 

BY MEA INCOGNITA, ANNO DOM. 15 78. 

T HE general being returned from the fecond voyage, immediately after his arrival 
in England, repaired with all hafte to the Court, being then atWindfor,to advertife 
Her Majefty of his profperous proceeding and good luccefs in this lull voyage, and of the 
plenty of gold ore, and other matters of importance which he had in thefe feptentrional 
parts difcovered. He was courteoufly entertained, and heartily welcomed of many 
noblemen; but efpecially for his great adventure commended of Her Majefty, at whofe 
hands he received great thanks, and moft gracious countenance according to his deferts. 
Her Highnefs alfo greatly commended the reft of the gentlemen in t his fervice, for their 
great forwardnefs in this lb dangerous an attempt; but efpecially fhe rejoiced very much, 
that among them was fo good order of government, fo good agreement, every man fo 
ready in his calling, to do whatever the general Ihould command; which due commen¬ 
dation gracioufly of Her Majefty remembered, gave fo great encouragement to all the 
captains and gentlemen, that they, to continue Her Highnefs fo good and honourable 
opinion of them, havefmee neither fpared labour, iimb, nor life,'to bring this matter 
(fo well begun) to a happy and profperous end. And finding that the matter of the gold 
ore had appearance, and made fhew of great riches and profit, and the hope of the 
paffage to Cataya by this laft voyage greatly increafed, Her Majefty appointed fpecial 
commiffioners chofen for this purpofe, gentlemen of great judgment, art. and (kill, to 
look thoroughly into thecaufe, for the true trial and clue examination-thereof, and for 
the full handling of all matters thereunto appertaining. And becaufe that place and 
country hath never heretofore been difcovered, and therefore had no fpecial name by 
which it might be called and known. Her Majefty named it very properly Meta Incog¬ 
nita, as a mark and bound utterly hitherto unknown. The commiffioners, after iuffi- 
cient trial and proof made of the’ ore, and having underftood by fundry reafons, and 
fubftantial grounds, the poflibility and likelihood of the paffage,' advertifed Her Highnefs 
that the caule was of importance, and the voyage greatly worthy to be advanced again. 
Whereupon preparation was made of flaps and all other things neceffary, with fuch 
expedition as the time of the year then required. And becaufe it was aflurcdly made 
account of, that the commodity of mines there already difcovered, would at the leaft 
countervail in all refpefts the adventurers’ charge^ and give further hope and likeli¬ 
hood of greater matters to follow, it was though faced ful, both for the better guard of 
thofe parts already found, and for the further difeovery of the inland and fecrets of thofe 
countries, and alfo for further fearch of the paffage to Cataya (whereof the hope coil- 
tiunally more and more increafeth), that certain numbers of chofen foldiers and difereet 
men for thofe purpofes Ihould be affigned to inhabit there. Whereupon tl\ere was a 
ftrong fdrt or h&ufe of timber, artificially framed and cunningly deviled, by a notable 
^ed, man here at Borne, in Ihips to be carried there, whereby thofe men that were 
^ppoinfed to winter .and ftay there the whole winter, might as well be defended from 
* *8 the 
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the, danger of the fnow and cold air, as alfo fortified from the force or offence of 
thofe country people, which perhaps otherwife with too great multitudes might opprefs 
them. And to this great adventure and notable exploit many well-minded and for¬ 
ward young gentlemen of our country willingly have offered themfelves. And firft, ' 
Captain Fenton, lieutenant-general for Captain Frobifher, and in charge of the com¬ 
pany with him there, Captain Belt and Captain Philpot, unto whofe good difcretions 
the government of that fervice was chiefly commended; who, as men not regarding peril 
in refpect of the profit and common wealth of their country, were willing to abide the 
firft brunt and adventure of thofe dangers among a favage> and brutal kind of people, 
in a place hitherto ever thought for extreme cold not ham table. The whole number 
of men which had offered, and were appointed to inhabit Meta.Incognita all the year, 
were one hundred perfons, whereof forty fhould be mariners for the ufe of the fhips, thirty 
miners for gathering the gold ore together for thd next year, and thirty fqldiers for 
the better guard of the reft, within which laft number the included the gentlemen, 
gold-finers, bakers, carpenters, and all neceflary perfons. To each of the captains was 
afligned one ihip, as well for the further fearching of the coaft and country there, as 
for to return and bring back their companies again, if the neceflity of the place fo 
urged, or, by milcarryiqg of the fleet the next year, they might be difappointed of their 
further provifion. Being therefore thus furnifhed with all neceffaries, there were ready 
to depart upon the faid voyage fifteen fail of good fhips, whereof the whole number 
was to return again with their lading of gold ore in the end of the fummer, except 
thofe three fhips which fhould be left for the ufe of thofe captains which fhould in¬ 
habit there the whole year. And being in fo good readinefs, the general with all the 
captains came to the Court, then lying at Greenwich, to take their leave of Her Majefty,. 
at whofe hands they all received great encouragement and gracious countenance. Her 
Highnefs, befides other good gifts and greater promifes, beflowed on the general a 
fair chain of gold, and the reft of the captains kiffed her hand, took their leave, and 
departed every man towards their charge. 


The Nantes of the Ships, with their feveral Captains. 

1. In the Aide, being Admiral, was the General, Captain Frobifher. 

2. The Thomas Allen, Vice-admiral, - - Yorke. 


3. The Judith, Lieutenant-general, 

4. The Anne Francis 

5. The Hopewell 

6. The Beare 

7. The Thomas of Ipfwich 

8. The Emanuel of Exeter 

9. The Francis of Foy 
jo. TheMooi\ 

11. Emanuel of.Bridgewater , 

12. Salqmon of Weymouth 

13. The Bark Dennis 

14. The Gabriel 

15. The Michael 


Fenton. 

Beft. 

Carew. 

Philpot. 

Tanfield. 

Courtney. 

Moyles. 

Upcot. 

Newton. 

Randal. 

Kendal. 

Harvey. 

Kinnerfley. 


The faid* fifteen fail of fhips arrived and met together at Harwich the 27th May, 
anno 1578, where the general and the other captains made view and muftered their 

comDaniea. 
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companies. And every feveral captain received from the general certain articles of 
direftion, for the better keeping of order and company together in the way; which articles 
areasfolloweth: 

Imprimis, to banifh fwearing, vice, and card-playing, and filthy communication, and 
to ferve God twice a day, with the ordinary fervice ufual in the Church of England, 
and to clear the glafs, according to the old order of England. * 

The admiral fhall carry the light, and after his light be once put out, no man to go 
a-head of him, but every man to fet his fails to follow as near as they may, without en¬ 
dangering one another. » 

That no man fhall, by day or by night, depart further from the admiral than the 
diftance of one EnglifK mile, and as near as they may, without danger one of another. 

If it chance to grow thick and the wind contrary, either by day or by night, that the 
admiral be forced to call jtbout, before her calling about fhe lhall give warning, by 
(hooting oft’ a piece, and to her fhall anfwer the vice-admiral, and the rear-admiral, 
each of them with a piece, if it be by niglu or in a fog; and that the vice-admiral fhall 
anfwer firlt, and the rear-admiral laft. 

That no man in the fleet deferying any fail or fails, give upon any occafion any chace 
before he have fpoken with the admiral. 

That every evening all the fleet come up and fpeak with the admiral at feven o’clock, 
er between that and eight; and if the weather will not ferve them all to fpeak with ‘ 
the admiral, then fomefhali fpeak with the vice-admiral, and receive the order of their 
courfe of Mailer Hall, chief pilot of the fleet, as he lhall direft them. 

If to any man in the fleet there happen any mifchance, they lhall prefently Ihoot 
off two pieces by day, and if it be by night, two pieces, and fhew two lights. 

If any man in the fleet come up in the night, and hail his fellow, knowing him not, 
he fhall give him this watch-word, “ Before the world was God.” The other fhall 
anfwer him (if he be one of our fleet), “ After God came Chrill his Son.” So that if 
any be found amongfl us, not of our own company, he that firll deferieth any fuch fail 
or fails, lhall give warning to the admiral by himfelf or any other that he can fpeak to, 
that fails better than he, being nearell unto him. t 

That every fhip in the fleet, in time of fogs, which continually happen with little winds, 
and molt part calms, fhall keep a reafonable noife with trumpet, drum, or otherwife, to 
keep themfelves clear one of another. 

If it fall out fo thick or mifty that we lay it to hull, the admiral fhall give warning 
with a piece, and putting out three lights one over another, to the end that every man 
may take in his fails ; and at his fetting of fails again do the like, if it be not clear. 

If any man dilcover land by night, that he give the like warning that he doth for 
mifchances, two lights, and two pieces ; if it be by day one piece, and put out his flag, 
and flrike all his fails he hath abroad. 

If any fhip happen to lofe company by force of leather, then any fuch fhip or (hips 

fhall get her into the latitude of .— -, and fo keep that latitude until they get Frif- 

land; and after they be paft the weft parts of Finland, they fhall get them into the lati¬ 
tude of —>—and-, and not to the northward of ——; and being onceentered within 

the ftreights, all fuch fhips fhall every watch fhoot off a good piece, and look out well 
for fmoke and fire, which thofe that get in firft, fhall make every night, until all the 
fleet be come together. 

Thai upon fhe fight of an enfign on the maft of the admiral (a piece being fhot off), 
the whol^jleet fhall repair to the admiral, to underftand fuch conference as the general 
is to haw with tfeem. 

If 
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If we chance to meet with any enemies, that four (hips fhall attend upon the admiral, 
viz. the Francis of Foy, the Moon, the bark Dennis, and die Gabriel; and four upon 
my lieutenant-general in the Judith, viz. the Hopewell, the‘Armenal, theBeare, and the 
Salomon; and the other lour upon the vice-admiral, viz. the Anne Francis, theThomaa * 
of Ipfwich, the Emanuel, and the Michael. 

If there happen any difordered perfon in the fleet, that he be taken and kept 
in fafe cuftody until he may conveniently be brought on board the admiral, and there 
to receive fuch punifliment as his or their offences fhall deferve. 

By me, Martin Frobisher. 

Having received thefe articles of direction, we departed from Harwich the 31ft of 
May, and failing along the fouth part of England weftward, we'at length came by the 
coaft of Ireland, at Cape Clear, the 6th of June, and gave chace there to a fmall bark 
which was fuppofed to be a pirate, or rover on the feas ;• but it fell out indeed that 
they were poor men of Briftow, who had met with fuch company of Frenchmen, as 
had fpoiled and flain many of them, and left the reft fo fore wounded, that they were 
like to perilh in the fea, having neither hand nor foot whole to help themfelves with, 
nor victuals to fuftain their hungry bodies. Our general, who well underftood the 
office of a foldier and an Englishman, and knew well what the neceflity of the fea 
meaneth, pitying much the mifery of the poor men, relieved them with furgery and 
falves to relieve their hurts, and with meat and drink to comfort their pinjpg hearts ; 
fome of them having neither eaten nor drank more than olives and ftinking water in 
many days before, as they reported. And after this good deed done, having a large 
wind, we kept our courfe upon the faid voyage, without flaying to take in frefh water, 
or any other provifion, whereof many of the fleet were not thoroughly furnifhed ; and 
failing towards the N. W. parts from Ireland, we met with a great current from out of 
the S. W. which carried us, by our reckoning, one point to the northward of our faid 
courfe ; which current feemed to us to Continue itfelf towards Norway, and other the 
N. E. parts of the world, whereby we may be induced to believe, that this is the fame 
which the Portugals meet at Capo dc* Buona Speran^a, where linking over from 
thence to the Streights of Magellan, and finding no paffage there for the narrownefs 
of the faid ftreights, runneth along into the great Bay of Mexico ; where alfo having 
a let of land, it is forced to ftrike back again towards the N. E. as we not only here, 
but in another place alfo, further to the north-ward, by good experience this year have 
found, as fhall be hereafter in its place more at large declared. 

Now had we failed about fourteen days without fight of any land, or any other living 
thing except certain fowls, as wilmols, noddies, gulls, Stc. which there fetm only to 
live by fea. 

The 20th of June, at two o’clock in the morning, the general deferied land, and 
found it to be Weft Frizland, now' named Weft England. I lore the general and other 
gentlemen went alhore ; being tffe firft known Chriftians that we have true notice of, 
that ever fet foot upon that ground. And therefore the general took poffeflxon thereof 
to the ufe of our fovereign Lady the Queen’s Majefty, and difeovered here a goodly 
harbour for the fhips, where were alfo certain little boats of that country. And being 
there landed, they efpied certain tents, and people of the country, which were (as they 
judged) in all forts very like thofe of Meta Incognita, as by the apparel and other 
things which we found in their tents appeared. , " * 

The favage and funple people, fo foon as they perceived our men coming toward 
them (fuppofmg there had been no other world but theirs), fled fearfully away, as men' 
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much amazed at fo ftrange a fight, and creatures of human fliape, fo far in apparel, 
complexion, and other things, different from themfelvcs. They left in their tents all 
their furniture for hafte behind them, where amongft other things were found a box 
of fmall nails, and certain red herrings, boards of fir-tree well cut, with, divers other 
things artificially wrought, whereby it appeareth that they have trade with fbme civil 
people, or elfe are, indeed, themfelves artificial workmen. 

Our men brought away with them only two of their dogs, leaving iff recompence bells, 
looking-glafies, and divers of our country toys behind them. 

The country, no doubt, promifeth good hope of great commodity and riches, if it 
may be well diicovered. Some are of opinion that this Weft England is firm land 
with the north-eaft parts of Meta Incognita, or elfe with Greenland. And their rcafon 
is, becaufe the people,' apparel, boats, and other things, are fo like to’theirs. And an¬ 
other reafon is, the multitude of iflands of ice, which lay between it and Meta Incognita ; 
both argue that on the north fide there is a bay, which cannot be but by the conjoining 
of the two lands together. 

And having a fair and large wind, we departed from thence towards Frobifher’s 
Streights, the 23d of June. But firft we gave name to a high cliff in Weft England, 
the laft that was in our fight, and for a certain fnnilitude, we called it Charing Crofs. 
Then we bare foutherly towards the fea, becaufe to the northwards of this coaft, we 
met with much driving ice, which by reafon of the thick mifts and weather might have 
been forne trouble unto us. 

On Monday the laft of June, we met with many great whales, as they had been ‘ 
porpoifes. 

This feme day the Salamander, being under both her courfes and bonnets, happened 
to ftrike a great whale with her full ftem, with fucli a blow that the {hip flood flill, 
and ftirred neither forward nor backward. The whale thereat made a great and ugly 
noife, and caft up his body and tail, and fo went under water ; and within two days 
after, there was found a great whale dead, fwimraing above water, which we fuppofed 
was that which the Salamander ftruck. 

The 2d day of July, early in the morning, we had fight of the Queen’s Foreland, 
and bare in with the land all the day, and paffing tlmtugh great,quantity of ice, by 
night were entered fomewhat within the ftieights; perceiving no way to pafs further 
in, the whole place being frozen over from the one fide to the other, and as it were, 
with many walls, mountains, and bulwarks of ice, choaked up the paffage and denied 
us entrance. And yet do I not think that this paffage or fea hereabouts is frozen over 
at any time of the year ; albeit it feemed fo upto us by the abundance of ice .gathered 
together, which occupied the whole place; but I do rather fuppofe thefe ice to* be 
bred in the hollow founds and frdhets thereabouts, which by the heat of the fummer’s 
fun, being Ioofe, do empty themfelves with the ebbs into the fea, and fo gather in gTeat 
abundance there together. 

And to fpeak fomewhat here of the ancient opinion of the frozen fea in thefe parts; 

I do think it to be rather a bare conjecture of men, than that ‘ever any man hath 
made experience of any fuch fea; and that which they fpeak of Mare Glaciale, may be 
truly thought to be fpoken of thefe parts, for this may well be called indeed the icy 
fea, but not the frozen fea, for no fea cop lifting of felt-water can be frozenas I 
have more at large herein fhewed my opinion in my fecond voyage, for it feemethlffi- 
poffibfe for any fea to be frozen which hath its, courfe of ebbing and flowing, 
jcially in thofe places where the tides do ebb and flow above ten fathoms. And, 
thefe|^pa;M ice, which we fometimes met one hundred miles from 
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out of the fait Tea, are in tafte frefh, and being diffolved, become fweet and torliole- 
fome water. ’ ,-iru 

And the caufe why this year we have been mofe cumbered with ice, than at other 
times before, may be by rcafon of the eafterly and foutherly winds, which brought us' 1 
mere timely hither than we looked for; which blowing from the fea direfiiy upon the 
place of our flights, have kept in the ice, and not fuller,ed them to be carried out to 
the main fea, where they would in more fliort time have been diffolved. And all thefe 
fleeting ice are not only fo dangerous in that they wind and gather fo near together, 
that a man may pafs fometimes ten or twelve miles as it were upon one firm ifland of 
ice; but alfo for that they open and Ihut together in fuel? fort with the tides and fea- 
gate, that whilft one Ihip followeth the other with full fails, the ice which was open to 
the foremoft, will join and clofe again before the latter can follow the firft, whereby 
many times our {hips were brought into great danger, as being not aide fo fuddenly to 
take in our fails, or ftay the fwifit way of our fliips. 

We were forced many times to ftem and ftrike great rocks of ice, and fo as it were 
make way through mighty mountains. By fuch means fomc of the fleet, where they 
found the ice open, entered in, and parted fo far within the danger thereof with con¬ 
tinual defire to recover their port, that it was the greateft wonder of the world that 
they ever cfcaped fafe, or were ever heard of again; for even at this prefent time we 
miffed two of the fleet, that is, the Judith, wherein was the lieutenant-general, Captain 
Fenton ; and the Michael, whom both we fuppofed had been utterly loft, having not 
heard any tidings of them in more than twenty days before. 

And one of our fleet, named the bark Denis, being of one hundred tons burthen, 
feeking way in amongft thefe ice, received fuch a blow with a rock of ice, that (he 
funk down therewith in light of the whole fleet; howbeit having fignified her danger, 
by {hooting off a piece of great ordnance, new fuccour of other {hips came fo readily 
unto them, that the men were all faved with boats. 

Within this Ihip that was drowned, there was parcel of our houfe, which was to be 
erefted for them that lhould ftay all the winter in Meta Incognita. 

This was a more fearful fpeftacle for the fleet to behold, for that the outrageous 
ftorm that prefently followed, threatened them the like fortune and danger; for the 
Jleet being thus compared (as forefaid) on every fide with ice, having left much be¬ 
hind them, through which they paffed, and finding more before them through which it 
was not poflible to pafs, there arofe a fudden and terrible tempeft at theS.E.which blowing 
from the main fea directly upon the place of the {freights, brought together all the ice a 
fea-board'of us upon our backs, and thereby debarred us of returning back to recover 
fea-room again; fo that being thus compaffed with danger on every fide, fundry men, 
with fundry devifes, fought the bell way to fave themfelves. Some of the {hips, where 
they could find a place more clear of ice, and get a little birth of fea-room, did take 
in their fails, and there lay adrift. Other fome faftened and moored anchor upon a 
great ifland of ice* and rode under the Ice thereof, fuppofing to be better guarded 
thereby from the outrageous winds, .and the danger of the Idler fleeting ice. And 
again fome were fo fall Ihut up, and compaffed in among an infinite number of great 
countries and iflands of ice, that they were fain to commit themfelves and their fliips to 
die,mercy of the unmerciful ice, and ftrengthened thefidesof their {hips with junks of 
ra jhie, beds, noafts, planks, and fuch like, which being hanged over-board on the fidcs . 
of their {Rips, rhight the fetter defend, them from the outragebds 1 fwsy and Itrokes of 
^l ice, 1 But as in greateft, diftrefs men of beft yalpu'r are beft to be difccrned, fo 
It .Is" greatly woTthy jcommpBdatidn and noting, with what invincible mind every captsSn 
S»0J-. xu r 3 z ■ encouraged 



S3* 


FftOB&HSlt’s THIRD TOYAOB FOR 


encouraged his company, and with what incredible labour thie painful mariners and poor 
miners (unacquainted with fetch d*tyemities), to die everlafting renown of our nation, 
did overcame tlie brunt of thefe j^reat’Jand extreme dangers: for fome, even without 
'board updh theice, and fome withih board upon the fides of their fliips, having poles, 
pikes, pieces of tiinber, and oars in’th&r hands, ftood almoll day and night without 
any reft, bearing off the fofee and breaking the fway of the ice with fuch incredible 
pam and peril, that it was wonderful to behold; which otherwife no doubt had ftricken 
quite through and through the'fides of their Jhips, notwithftanding our former provifion; 
for planks of timber, of more than three inches thick, and other things of greater 
force and bignefs^ by the forging of the fea and billow, with the ice were fhivered and 
cut in funder, at the fides of our fliips ; fo that it will feexn more than credible to be 
reported of, And yet (that which is more) it is faithfully and plainly to be proved, and 
that by many fubftantial witneffes, that our flips* even thofe' of greateft burthens, with 
the meeting of the contrary waves of the fea, were heaved up between iflands of ice, 
a foot well near out of the fea, above their water-mark, having their knees and timbers 
within board both bowed and broken therewith. 

And atnidft thefe extremes, whilft fome laboured for defence of the fhips, and 
fought; to fave their bodies, other fome, of more mild fpirit, fought to five their 
fouls by devout prayer and meditation to the Almighty, thinking, indeed, by no other 
means pofllble than by a divine miracle to have their deliverance; fo that there was 
none that wefe either idle, or not well occupied, and he that held himfelf in bed fecu- 
rity had (God knOweth) but only bare hope remaining for his hod fafety. 

Thus all the gallant fleet and miferable men, without hope of ever getting forth 
again, (Adeeded with thefe extremities, remained here all the whole night and part of 
the nektday, excepting four fliips ; that is, the Anne Francis, the Moon, the Francis 
of Foy, and the Gabriel, which being fomewhat a lea-board of the fleet, and being fad 
fhipS by a ’wind* having a more fcope of clear, tried it out all the time of the dorm 
under fall, being hardly able to bear a coafl of each. 

And albeit, by reafon of the fleeting ice, which were difperfed here almod the whole 
fea over, they were brought many times to the extremefl point of peril, mountains of 
ice ten t|joufand times efcaping them fcaice one inch, which to have* Aricken had been 
their prefent £eftru£tiOn, confidering the fwift courfe and way of the fliips, and the 
unwieldiners’ of*them to day and turn as a man would wifh ; yet they edeemed it their 
better fafety, with fuch peril to feck fea-room, than without hope of ever getting 
liberty, to lie driving againfl the dream, and beating atnongft the icy mountains, whom 
bignels and monflrous greatnefs was fuch, that no man would credit, but fuch/as to>, 
their pains law and felt it. And thefe four fhips, by the next day at noon, got out to 
fea, and were firfl clear of the ice, who now enjoying their owrt liberty, began anew* 
to forrow and fear for their fellows’ fafeties; and devoutly knesling about their main-' 
mad, they gave unto God humble thanks, not only for themfelve$, 'but befought Hint' 
likewife highly for their friends’ deliverance: and even how, whilft dmidft thefe extre¬ 
mities, this gallant'fleet and valiant men Were altogether overlaboured and foreWatcbed, 
with the long and fearful continuance of the forefaid dangers, it pleafed Gbdwith His 
eyes of mercy to look down'from heaven to fend them help in godd time, giving t&m, 
the next day, a more favourable wind at W.'N.W. which did not ranly rdiiperfo 
drive forth the ice before them, but alfo gave them JJjerty of more fcopdaWfl fea 

t y were by»night-of the fame day following^perceived of the bthePjfo: 
to their greateft comfort, they ehjoygd again the feltowfhip* 
x mending thq fides of tfer fhijfej; fome infettihg upthe®. “ ’ 
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ing their fails and tackling®; again, fome complaining of their falfe item borne away; 
fome in flopping their leaks; tome in recounting their dangers pad, (pent no fmall 
time and labour: fo that I dare well avouch* there were never men more dangeroufly 
diftreffed, nor more mercifully by God’s providence' delivered y and hereof both the 
torn Ihips, and the wearied bodies of the men arrived, do bear mod evident mark and 
witnefe. And now the whole fleet plied off to fea-ward, refolving there to abide until 
the fun might confume, or the force of the wind difperfe, thefe ice from the place of 
their paffage; and being a good birth*off the fliore, they took in their falls and lay 
adrift. 

The 7th of July, as men nothing yet difmayed, we cad about towards the mward, 
and had fight of land, which rofe in form like the northerland of the (freights, which 
fome of the fleet, and thofe not the word mariners, judged to*be the north foreland ; 
howbeit, other fome were of contrary opinion; but the matter waS not well to be 
clifcerned, by reafon of the thick fog which for a long time hung upon the coail, and 
the new falling fnow which yearly altereth the fhape of the land, and taketh away, 
oftentimes, the mariners’marks; and by reafon of the dark mifts which continued by 
the (pace of twenty days together, this doubt grew the greater and the longer perilous: 
for whereas, indeed, we thought ourfelves to be upon the N. E. fide or Frobilher’s 
Streights, we were now carried to the fouth-weftwards of the Queen’s Foreland, and 
. befog deceived by a fwift current coming from the N. E. were brought to the foufo- 
weftward of our laid courfe many miles more than we did think poflible could come to 
pafs ; the caufe whereof we have fince found, and it ihall be at large hereafter 
declared. 

Here we made a point of land, which fome miftook for a plaoe in the ftreights called 
Mount Warwick; but how we fliould be fo far foot up fo fuddenly within the faid 
(freights, the exported mariners began to marvel, thinking it a thing impofiible that 
they could be fo far overtaken in their accounts, or that any current could deceive them 
here which they had not by former experience proved and found out. Howbeit, many 
confeffed that they found a fwifter courfe of flood than before time they bad ohferved ; 
and truly it was wonderful to hear and fee the rufoing and noife that the tides do make 
in this place, with fo violent a force, that our (hips, lying a-hull, were turned fome- 
times round about, even fo a moment, after the manner of a whirlpool, and the noife 
of foe dream no lefs to be heard afar off than foe wyter-fall of London-bridge. 

But whild the fleet lay thus doubtful arnongd great dore of ice, in a place they 
knew not, without fight of fun ^whereby to take tha height, and fo to know the true 
elevation of foe pole, and without any clear of light to make perfed foe coad; the 
general, with foe captains and maders of his (hips, began doubtfully to quedion of the 
matter, and fent his pinnace aboard to hear each man’s opinion, and especially of James 
Beare, rpafter of foe Anne Francis, who was known to be a filfficient and (kilful man* 
net,, and having been there foe year before, had well obferved foe place, and drawn 
opt cards of the 003(1. But the rather this matter grew foe more doubtful, for that 
Chriftopher Hall, chief pilot of the voyage, delivered a plain and public opinion, in 
foe hearing of the whole fleet, that he had never feen foe afore&id coad before, and 
foat he could not make it for any place of Frobiflier’s Streights, as fame of foe fleet 
fogpofed, and yd the land doth lie and trend fo like, foat the belt mariners may be 
foef^in deceived. 

v jofo of Inly, the weather M continuing thick gnd dkk,'fom^ of thcihips, in 
Jpft fight of foe'admiral ai$ the reft of the fleet,’ tend wandering to and fr% 
Ofupigg yfoefoer bed. to f«ek bw again to feaward, through 

3 z a gw*t 



V&OBISHE&’S THIRD VOYAOB fOR 


great ftore of ice, or to follow on a (foubtfal cour fo in 3 fea*bay, or ftreights they knew 
not, or along a coaft, whereof by reafon of the dark mifts, they could not dilcem the 
dangers, if by chance any rock oy broken ground fhould lie off the place, as commonly 
• in thele parts it doth. 

The vice-admiral, Captain Yorke, conftdering the forefaid opinion of the pilot Hall, 
who was with him in the Thomas Allen, having loft fight of the fleet, turned back to 
fea again, having two other (hips in company with him. 

Alfo, the captain of the Anne Francis, having tlio loft company of the fleet, and being 
all alone, held it for beft to turn it out again to fea, until they might have clear weather 
to take the fun’s altitude, and with incredible pain and peril got out of the doubtful 
place into the open fea again, being fo narrowly diftreffed by the way, by meam> of 
continual fog and ice, that they were many times ready to leap upon an illand of ice 
to avoid the prefent danger, and fo hoping to prolong life a while, meant rather to die 
a pining death. 

Some hoped to fave themfelves on chefts, and fome determined to tie the hatches of 
the Ihip together, and to bind themfelves, with their furniture, fell thereon, and fo to 
be towed with the fhip-boat afhore, which ctherwife could not receive half of the com¬ 
pany ; by which means, «if happily they had arrived, they fliould either have perilhed 
for lack of food to eat, or elfe fhould themfelves have been eaten of thole ravenous, 
bloody, and mesa-eating people. 

The reft of the fleet following the com fe of the general, which led them the way, 
palled up above 60 leagues within the faid doubtful and fuppofed ftreights, having 
always a fair continent upon their ftarboard fide, and a continuance Hill of an open fea 
before them. 

The general, albeit with the firft perchance he found out the error, and that this 
was not the old ftreights; yet he perfuaded the fleet always that they were in their right 
courfe, and known ftreights. Howbejt, I fuppofe, he rather diffembled his opinion 
therein than otherwiffe, meaning by that policy (being himfelf led with an honourable 
defire of further difeovery) to induce the fleet to follow him, to fee a further proof of 
that place$ and, as fome of the company reported, he hath fince confeffed, that if it 
had not been for the charge and care he had of the fleet and fraughted fhips, he both 
would and could have gone through to the South Sea, and diffolved the long doubt of 
the paffage which we feek to find to the rich country of Cataya. 

1. Of which miftaken ftreights, confidering the circuinftance, we have great'caufe 
-o confirm our opinion, to like and hope well of the paffage in this placej for the 
forefaid bay or fea, the further we failed therein, the wider we found it, yvSth great 
likelihood of cndlefs continuance: and where in other places we were much troubled 
with ice, as in the entrance of the fame, fo, after we had failed 50 at 60 leagues 
therein, we had no let of ice, or other thing at all, as in other places we found. 4 

a, Alfo this place feemeth to have a marvellous great indraft, pnd draweth unto it 
moft of the d^ft ice, and other things which do float in the fea, either to the north or 
eaftward of the feme, as by good experience we have found. . 

3. For here alfo we met with boards, laths, and divers other things, driving in the! 
fea, which Was of the wreck of the Ihip called the bark Denis, which perifhed amongft 
the ice as forefaid, being loft at the firft attempt of the entrance, overthwattv^ 
Queen’s Foreland, in the mouth of Frobifher’s Streights, which could by no fociahsj 
have be©a fo brought thither, neither by wind nek ride, being loft fo 
fiwe of the faid current the fame had not been Violently brousjjltt}; 
hid bm brifUfet thither by tide of flood, look how far the laid flood 
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the ebb would have recarried it as far back again;, and by the wind it could not fo 
come to pafs, becaufe it was then fometime calm, and moft times contrary. 

And fome mariners do affirm, that they have diligently obferved, that there runneth 
in this place nine hours flood to three ebb; which may thus come to pafs by force of 
the faid current: for whereas the fea, in moft places of the world, doth more or lefs 
ordinarily ebb and flow once every twelve hours, with fix hours ebb and fix hours flood; 
fo alfo would it do there, were it not for the violence of this haftening current, which 
forceth the flood to make appearance to begin before his ordinary time one hour and a 
half, and alfo to continue longer than his natural courfe by another hour and a half, 
until the force of the ebb be fo great, that it will no longer be refilled; according to the 
faying, Naturam expellas furcd licet , ufque recurrit. Although nature and natural 
courfe be forced and refilled never fo much, yet at laft they wilt have their own fway 
again. 

Moreover, it is not poffible that fo great courfe of floods and current, fo high 
fwelling tides, with continuance of fo deep waters, can be digefted here without 
unburdening themfelves into fome open fea beyond this place, which argueth the more 
likelihood of the paflage to be hereabouts: alfo we fuppofe thefe great indrafts do 
grow and are made up by the reverberation and refle&ion of that fame current, which, 
at our coming by Ireland, met and croffed us, of which, in the firft part of this dif- 
courfe, I fpake; which coming from the bay of Mexico, palling by ahd wafhing the 
S. W. parts of Ireland, reboundeth over to the N. E. parts of the world, fuch as Nor¬ 
way, Illand, &c. where not finding any paflage to an open fea, but rather being there 
increafed by a new accefs, and another current meeting with it from the Scythian fea, 
palling the bay of St. Nicholas weftward, it doth once again rebound back, by the 
coafts of Greenland, and from thence upon Frobifher’s Streights, being to the fouth- 
weftwards of the fame. 

5. And if that principle of philofophy be true, that Inferiora corpora reguntur a fupe- 

rioribus ; that is, if inferior bodies be governed, ruled, and carried after the manner 
and courfe of the fuperiors, then the water, being an inferior element, mull needs be 
governed after the fuperior heaven, and fo follow the courfe of primnm mobile from eaft 
to weft. * 

6. But every man that hath written or confidered any thing of this paflage, hath 
more doubted the return by die fame way, by reafon of a great downfall of water, 
which they imagine to be thereabouts (which we alfo by experience partly find), than 
ahy miftruft they have of the fame paflage at all; for we find (as it were) a great down¬ 
fall in this place, but yet not fuch but that we may return, although with much ado; 
for we Were eafier carried in one hour, than we could get forth again in three. Alfo, 
by another experience at another time, we found this current to deceive us in this fort; 
that whereas we fuppofed it to be 15 leagues off, and lying a hull, we were brought 
within two leagues of the fhore, contrary to all expe&ation. 

, Our men that failed furthefl in the fame miftaken {freights (having the main land 
upon their (larboard fide), affirm that.they met with the outlet or paflage of water, 
which , cpmeth through Frobilher’s Streights, and folioweth as all one into this 
paflage. 

Some of our company alfo affirm, that they had fight of a continent upon their lar¬ 
board fide, being 60 leagues within the fuppofed ftreights; howbeit, except certain 
iflwids in the entrance hereof, we could make no part perfefl theisebf. .All L^dbrdaid 
''itigt of land feemeth to be more fruitful, and better ftored of grafs, deer, wild fowl, 
^piftfiidges, larks,, fea-mews, owls, wilmots, falcons, and taflbl gentils, ravens, 

bears, 
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bears, hares, foxes, and other things, than any other part we have yet difcovercd, 
and is more populous. And here Luke Ward, a gentleman of the company, traded 
merchandife, wad did exchange knives* bells, looking-glaffes, &c. with thofe country 
> people* \vbo.brought him fowl, Slh, bear.fkins, and fuch like, as their country yieldeth, 
for the fame. Here alfo they law <?f thofe greater boats of the country, with twenty 
pcrfqnsjn apiece. 

No# after the general had bellowed thefe many days here, not without many dan¬ 
gers, he returned back again. And by the way of failing along this coaft (being the 
backfide of the fuppofed continent pf America), and, the Queen’s Foreland, he per¬ 
ceived a great found to go through into Frobilher’s Streights. Wheuupon lie lent the 
Gabfiel, die 21ft of July, to prove whether they might go through and meet again 
with him in the ftreigh'ts, which they did, and, as we imagined before, the Queen’s 
Foi eland proVed an Aland, as I think moll of thefe fuppofed continents will. And fo In* 
departed towards the llreights, thinking it were high time now to recover his port, and to 
provide the fleet of their hiding, whereof he was not a little careful, as ihall by the proccls 
and his refolute attempts appear. And in his return with the reft of the fleet, he was 
fo entangled, by realon of the dark fog, among!! a number of illands and broken 
ground mat lie off this d&aft, that many of the fhips came over the top of rocks, which 
. prefently after they might perceive to lie diy, having not half a foot water more than 
feme of their flfips did draw. And by reafon they could not with a imall gale of wind 
item the force of the flood, whereby to go clear off the rocks, tin y were fain to let an 
anchor fall with two bent of cable together, at an hundred and odd fathom depth, 
where otherwife they had been by the force of the tides carried upon the locks again 
and perilbed: fo that if God in thefe, fortunes, as a merciful guide, beyond the expec- 
tation of man, had not carried us through, we had furely perilhed amidft thefe dangers; 
for being many times driven hard aboard the lhore, without any fight of land, until 
we were ready to make fhipwreck thereon, being foiced commonly with our boats 
to found before our fliips, left we might light thereon before we could difeern the fame; 
it pleafed God to give us a clear of fun and light for a fhort time, to fee and avoid 
thereby the danger, having been continually dark bofbie, and prefently after. Many 
times alfo, by means of fogs and currents, being driven near uponthe coaft, God lent 
us, even at the very pinch, one profperous breath of wind or other, whereby to double 
the land and avoid tne peril; and when that we were all without hope of help, every 
man recommending himfelf to death, and crying out, “ Lord, now help or never; 
now, Lord, look down from heaven, and lave us finners, or elfe our ikfety cometh 
'op Liteeven then the mighty Maker of heaven, and our merciful God* did deliver 
us; fo that they who have been partakers of thefe dangers, do even in their fouls con- 
fefs, that God even by miracle hath fought to fave them, whofe name be praifed 
ever more. 

Long time now the Aftne Francis had lain beating off and on all alone before the 
Queen’s Foreland, not being able to recover their port for ice, albeit they many times 
dahgeroufly attempted it, for yet the ice choaked up the paflage,* and would not fuffer 
them to enter; and having never feen any of the fleet fince twenty days paft, when, by 
reafem of the thick miffs* they were fevered in the miftaken {heights, they did now, 
.this prefelt 23d of July, overthwart a place in the ftrpights called Hatton's HeadMd* 
where tney met with fcven fcips of the fleet again « which good: hap did not only rejoice 
them of themf#ves, .in refped of the coprfort $$$h they received from’fudh'^pi 
company, but efpecially that by this means the* were pat out of doubt oLMmWi 
friends, whofe fafeties long time they did not a little fulped and fear. 
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At their meeting they hailed the admiral after tha manner of the fea, and with great 
joy welcomed one another with a thundering volley of {hot. And*now every man 
declared at large the fortunes and dangers which they had paffed. 

The 24th of July we met with the Francis of Foy, who with much ado fought way 
back again through the ice, from out of the miftaken {freights, where, to their great 
peril, they proved to recover their port. They brought the firft news of the vice- 
admiral, Captain York, who many days, with themfelves and the Buffe of Bridgewater, 
was miffing. They reported, that they left the vice-admiral reafonably clear or the ice, 
but the other ffiip they greatly feared, whom they could not come to help, being them¬ 
felves fo hardly diltreffed as never men more. Alfo they told us of the Gabriel, who, 
having got through from the backfide and weftern point of the Queen’s Foreland into 
Frobifher’s Streights, fell into their company about the Cape of Good Hope. 

And upon the 27th of July, the ffiip of Bridgewater got out of *he ice, and met with 
the fleet which lay off and on under Hatton's Headland. They reported of their mar¬ 
vellous accidents and dangers, declaring their ffiip to be fo leaky, that they muft of 
neceffity feek harbour, having their ftem fo beaten within their huddings, that they had 
much ado to keep themfelves above water, l’hey had (as theyYay) 500 ftrokes at the 
pump in lefs than half a watch, being fcarce two hours; their men being fo overwea¬ 
ried therewith, and with the former dangers, that they defired help of men from the 
* other {hips. Moreover, they declared that there was nothing but ice and danger where 
they had been, and that the {freights within were frozen up, and that it was the rnoft 
impoflible thing of the world to pafs up unto the Countefs of Warwick’s Sound, which 
was the place of our port. 

The report of thefe dangers by thefe ffiips thus publiffied among the fleet, with the 
remembrance of the perils paft, and thofe prefent before their face, brought no fmall 
fear and terror into the hearts of many confiderate men ; fo that feme began privily to 
murmur againfl the general for this wilful manner of proceeding. Some defired to dif- 
rover fome harbour thereabouts, and to refrefh themfelves, and reform their broken 
vefills for a while, until the north and north-well winds might difperfe the ice, and 
make the place more free to pafs. Otner fome, forgetting themfelves, fpake more 
undutifully in this behalf, facing, that they had as lieve be hanged when they came 
home, as without hope of fafety to leek to pafs, and fo to periffi amongfl the ice. 

The general not opening his cares to the peeviffi paffion of any private perfon, but 
chiefly refpeffing the accompli foment of the caufe he had undertaken (wherein the chief 
reputation and fame of a general and captain confifteth), and calling to his remem¬ 
brance theffiort time he had in hand to provide fo great a number of {hips their loading, 
determined with this refolution to pafs and recover his port, or elfe there to bury him- 
felf with his attempt. 

Notwithftanding, fomewhat to appeafe the feeble paffions of the fearfuller fort, and 
the better to entertain time for a feafon, whilft the ice might the better be diffolved, he 
hailed on the fleet wish belief that he Mould put them into harbour. Thereupon, whillt 
the ffiips lay off and on tinder Hatton’s Headland, he fought to go in with his pinnaces 
amongft the iflands there, as though he meant to fearch for harbour, where indeed 
he meant nothing lefs, but rather fought if any ore might be found in that place, as 
by the fequel appeared. # 

In the mean time, whilft the fleet lay thus doubtful, without any certain refolution 
1*feat to do, being hard aboard the lee {bore, there arofe a fudden and tferritffi’* ’empeft 
S.E. whereby the ice began marvelloufly to gather about us. 

Whereupon 
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Here every man greatly rejoiced of their happy meeting, and welcomed one another 
after the fea manner, with their great ordnance. ‘And when each party had ripped up 
their fundry fortunes and perils paft, they highly praifed God, and -altogether upon 
their knees gave him due, humble, and hearty thanksand matter tljj^JJail, a learned, 
man, appointed by her Majetty’s council to be their mlnifter and pretfcfcer, made unto 
them a godly fermon, exhorting them efpecially to be thankful to God for their ftrange 
and miraculous deliverance in thefe fo dangerous places," and putting them in mind of 
the uncertainty of man’s life, willed them to make themfeives always ready as refolute 
men, to enjoy and accept thankfully whatsoever adventure his divine Providence 
fhould appoint. This matter Wolfall being well feated and fettled at home in his own 
country, with a good and large living, having a good honeft woman to wife, and very 
inwardly children, being of good reputation among the belt, refufed not to take in hand 
this painful voyage, for the only care he had to fave fouls, and to reform thofe infidels, 
if it were poflible, to Chrillianity ; and alio partly for the great defire he had that this 
notable voyage, lo well begun, might be brought to perfection ; and therefore he was 
contented to flay there the whole year, if occafion had ferved, being in every neceffary 
action as forward as the refoluteft men of all. Wherefore in this behalf he may 
rightly be called a true pallor and minitter of God’s word, which for the profit of his 
Hock fpaml not to venture his own life. 

But to return again to Captain Kenton’s company, and to fpeak fomewhat of their 
dangers (albeit they be more than by writing can be expreffed), they reported that from 
the nighr of the lirlt (form, which was about the firft of July, until feven days before 
the general’s arrival, which was the 26th of the fame, they never law one day or hour 
wherein they were not troubled with continual danger and fear of death, and were 20 
days almoll together fail atnongll the ice. They had their Ihip ftricken through and 
through 011 both lides, their fit lie Item borne quite away, and could go from their (hips 
in feme places very many miles, and might eafily have patted front oneifland of ice to 
another, even to the flioro ; and if God had not wonderfully provided for them and 
their necellity, and time had not made them more cunning to feek ftrange remedies 
for ftrange kinds of dangers, it had been impoflible for them ever to have efcaped : 
for among other ijevict's, w hereloever they found any ifland of ire of greater bignefs 
than the reft, (as there be i’ome of more than half a mile compafs about, and almoffc 
40 fathom high,) they commonly coveted to recover the fame, and thereof to make 
a bulwark for their defence, whereon having moored anchor, they rode under the lee 
thereof for a time, being thereby guarded from t,he danger of the letter, driving 
ice ; but when they mull needs forego this new found fort by means of other ice, which 
at length would undermine and compafs them round about, and when that by heaving 
of the billow they were therewith likely to be bruifed in pieces, they ufed to make fall 
the Ihip unto the moll firm and broad piece of ice they could find, and binding her 
nofe fall thereunto, would fill all their fails, whereon the wind having great power, 
would force forward the Ihip, and fo the Ihip bearing before her the ice, and fo one 
ice driving forward another, lliould at length get fcope and lea room ; and having by 
this means at length put their enemies to flight, they occupied the clear place for a 
pret ty l'eafon among fundry mountains and alps of ice. One there was found by mealure 
to be 65 fathom above water, whieh for a kind of fimilitude was called Salomon’s Porch. 
Some think thole illands eight times fo much under water as ,fh*y atjjfllffoave, becauie 
of their monftrous weight. But now I remember I law T^y Kran^e wonders, men 
walking, running, leaping, and (hooting upon the main 46 miles from* .my land, 
without any ihip or other veffel under them. Aifo I law frelh rivers running amidft 
von. xn. • 4 a ' the 
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the fait fea 100 miles from land, which if any man will not believe, let him know that 
many of our company leaped out of their {hip upon iflands of ice, and running there 
up and down, did lhoot at butts upon the ice, and with their calivers did kill great 
deals, which ufe to lie and fleep upon the ice, and this ice melting above at top by 
reflection of the fun, came down in fundry dreams, which uniting together, made a 
pretty brook able to drive a mill. 

The faid Captain Fenton recovered his port ten days before any man, and fpent good 
time in fearching for mine, and he found good dore thereof. He alfb difeovered about 
ten miles up into the country, where he perceived neither town, village, nor likelihood 
of habitation ; but it feemeth (as he faith) barren, as the other parts which as yet we 
have entered upon ; but their victuals and provifions went fo fcant with them, that they 
had determined to retuVn homeward within feven days after, if the fleet had not then 
arrived. 

The general, after his arrival in the Countefs’s Sound, fpent no time in vain, but 
immediately at his firft landing called the chief captains of his council together, and 
confulted with them for the fpeedier execution of fuch things as then they had in hand. 
As ftrd, for fearching and finding out good mineral for the miners to be occupied on. 
Then, to give good orders to be obferved of the whole company afhore. And laflly, to 
confider for the erecting up the fort and houfe for the ufe of them which w r ere to abide 
there the whole*year. For the better handling of thefe and all other important caufes 
in this fervice, it was ordained from her Majefly and the council, that the general 
fhould call unto him certain of the chief captains and gentlemen in council, to confer, 
confult, and determine of all occurrents in this fervice, whole names are as they here 
follow: 

f Fenton. 

I Yorke. 

Captains^ Befl. 

j Carew. 

^ Philpot. 

And in fea caufes to have as affiftants, Chriflopher Hall and Charles Jackman, being 
both very good pilots, and fufficient mariners, whereof the one was chief pilot of the 
voyage, and the other for the difeovery. From the place of our habitation well ward, 
mailer Selman was appointed notary, to regifter the whole manner of proceeding in thefe 
affairs, that true relation thereof might be made, if itpleafed her Majefly to require it. 

The hrft of Augufl, every captain, by order from the general and his council, was 
commanded to bring afhore unto the Countefs’s lfland, all fuch gentlemen, loldiers, and 
miners, as were under their charge, with fuch provifi on as they had of victuals, tents, 
and things neceffary for the fpeedy getting together of mine, and freight for the fhips. 

The mufter of the men being taken, and the viduals with all other things viewed and 
confidered, every man was fet to his charge, as his place and office required. The 
miners were appointed where to work, and the mariners difcharged their fhips. 

Upon the 2d of Augufl, were publifhed anil proclaimed upon the Countels of 
Warwick’s lfland, v-ith found of trumpet, certain orders by the general and his council, 
appointed to be obferved of the company during the time of their abiding there. 

In the mean tkne, whilfl the mariners plied their work, the captains fought out new 
mines, the gokl-hners made trial of the ore, the mariners difeharged their dhips, the 
gentlemen for example lake laboured heartily, and honeftly encouraged the inferior 
fort to work. So that the fmall tin\e of that little leifure that was left to tarry was not 
Ipept in vain. 


The 
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The ad of Auguft:, the Gabriel arrived, who came from the vice-admiral, and being 
diftreffed fore with ice, put into harbour near ‘unto Mount Oxford, and now was 
the whole fleet arrived fafely at their port, excepting four, beftdes the fhip that was loft j 
that is, the Thomas Alien, the Anne Francis, the Thomas of Ipfwich, and the Moon,, 
whoie abfencewas fome let unto the works and other proceedings, as well for that thefe 
fhips were furnilhed with the better fort of miners, as with other provifion for the 
habitation. 

The 9th of Auguft, the general, with the captains of his council, afTetnbled together, 
and began to confider and take order for the erecting up of the houfe or fort for them 
that were to inhabit there the whole year, and that prefentiy the mafons and carpenters 
might go in hand therewith. Firft, therefore, they perufed the bills of lading, that 
every man received into his fhip, and found that there was arrived only the eaft fide and 
the l'outh fide of the houfe, and yet not that perfect and entire, for many pieces 
thereof were ufed for fenders in many fhips, and fo broken in pieces, whilft they were 
diftrefled in the ice. Alfo after due examination had, and true account taken, there 
was found want of drink and fuel to l’erve one hundred men, which was the number ap¬ 
pointed firft to inhabit there, becaufe their greateft ftore was in the fhips which were not 
yet arrived. Then Captain Fenton, feeing the fcarcity of the needfary things afore- 
laid, was contented, and offered hirnfelf to inhabit there with 60 men. Whereupon 
they caufed the carpenters and mafons to come before them, and demanded in what time 
they would take upon them to erect up a lefs houfe for fixty men. They required eight 
or nine weeks, if there were timber fufneient, whereas now they hSd but 26 days in all to 
remain in that country. Wherefore it was fully agreed upon, and refolved by the 
general and his council, that no habitation fliould be there that year. And therefore- 
they willed mafter Selman the regifter, to fet down this decree, with all their confents, 
for the better fatisfying of her Majefty, the lords of the council, and the.adventurers. 

The Anne Francis, fince fliewas parted from the fleet, in the laft ftorm before fpoken 
of, could never recover above five leagues within the ftreights, the wind being fome- 
time contrary, and molt; times the ice compafling of them round about; and from that 
time, being about the 27th of July, they could neither hear nor have fight of any of the 
fleet, until the 3d pf Auguft, when they deferied a fail near unto Mount Oxford, with 
whom when they had fpoken, they could underftand no news of any of the fleet at all; 
and this was the Thomas of Ipfwich, who had lain beating off and on at fea with very foul 
weather and contrary winds ever fince that forefaid ftorm, without fight of any man. 
They kept company not long together, but were forced to lole one another again ; the 
Moon being confort always with the Anne Francis, and keeping very good company, 
plied up together into the ftreights, with great defire to recover their long wiflied port. 
And they attempted as often, and pafl'ed as far as poffible the wind, weather, and ice gave 
them leave, which commonly they found very contrary; for when the weather was 
clear and without fog, then commonly the wind was contrary ; and when it was 
either eafterly or foutherly, which would ferve their turns, then had they fo great a 
fog and dark mift therewith, that either they could not difeern way through the 
ice, or elfe the ice lay fo thick together, that it was impolfible for them to pafs ; and 
on the other fide, when it was calm, the tides had force to bring the ice fo fuddenly 
about them, that commonly then they were moft diftreffed therewith, having no wind 
to carry them from the danger thereof. % ■# » 

By the 6th of Auguft, being with much ado got up as high Lejcefter Point, 
they had good hope to find the fouthern fhore clear, and fo pafs up toward ttieir poft; 
but being there becalmed, and lying a hull openly upon the great bay which cometh 
* • 4 A 2 ■ out 
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out of the niiftaken ftreights before fpoken of, they were fo fuddenly compaffed with ice 
round about, by means of the fwift tides which run in that pliice, that they were never 
afore fo hardly befet as now ; and in feeking to avoid thefe dangers in the dark weather, 
.the Anne Francis loft fight of the other two fhips, who being likewife hardly diitreff'ed, 
iignified their danger, as they fince reported, by (hooting off their ordnance, which Ae 
other cfiuld not hear, nor if they had heard could have given them any remedy, being 
fo bufily occupied to wind themfelves out of their own troubles. 

The (Iceboat called the Moon, was here heaved above the water with the force of 
the ice, and received a great leak thereby. Likewife the Thomas of Ipfwich and the 
Anne Francis were l'orely bruifed at that inftant, having their falle (terns borne away, 
and their (hips fide ftricken quite through. 

Now, confidering thevontinual dangers and contraries, and the little leifure that they 
had to tarry in thefe parts, bdidcs that every night the ropes of their (hips were fo frozen, 
that a man could not handle them without cutting his hands, together with the 
great doubt they had of the ileet’s fafety, thinking it an impollibility for them to pais 
into their port, as well for that they law themfelves, as for that they heard by the former 
report of the fhips which had proved before, who affirmed that the (freights were all- 
frozen over within; they thought it now very high time to coniider of their eftates and 
fafeties that were yet left together. And hereupon the captains and mailers of thefe 
(hips deiired then captain of the Anne Francis to enter into conlideration with them of 
thefe matters. Wherefore Captain 'l'anlicld of the Thomas of Ipfwich, with his pilot 
Richard Cox, and Captain IJpcote of the Moon, with his mailer John Lakes, camcf 
aboard the Anne Francis the 8th of Auguil, to confult of thefe caufes ; and being 
affembled together in the captain’s cabin, fun dry doubts were there alledged ; for the 
fear fuller fort of mariners being overtired with the continual labour of the former 
dangers, coveted to return homeward, laying that they would not again tempt God in 
much, who had given them fo many warnings, and delivered them from fo wonderful 
dangers ; that they rather deiired to lofe wages, freight, and all, than to continue and 
follow fuch defperate fortunes. Again, their (hips were fo leaky, and the men fo weary, 
that to amend the one and refrefh the other, they mult of neceility leek into harbour. 

But on the other fide it was argued again to the contrary, that to, feek into harbour 
thereabouts, was but to (object themfelves to double dangers, if happily they efcaped 
the clangers of rocks in their entering, yet being in, they were neverthclcfs fubjeCt,there 
to the danger of the ice, which with the lwift tides and currents is carried in and out 
in mod harbours thereabouts, and may thereby gall their cables afundcr, drive them 
upon the (bore, and bring them to much trouble. Alio, the coail is fo much 
fubjett to broken ground and rocks, efpecially in the mouth and entrance of every har¬ 
bour, that albeit the channel be founded over and over again, yet are you never the 
nearer to difeem the dangers; for the bottom of the lea holding like iliape and 
form as the land, being full of hills, dales, and ragged rocks, fuffercth you not by 
your foundings to know and keep a true guefs of the depth : for you (hall found upon 
the lide or hollownefs of one hill or rock under water, and have too, 50, or 40 fathom 
depth, and before the next call, ere you (hall K?e able to heave your lead again, you 
(hall be upon the top thereof, and come aground to your utter confufion. 

Another reafon againft going to harbour was, that the cold air did threaten a 
fudden freezing up or the founds, feeing that every ice there was new congealed ice, 
even of water which remained within their fhips ; and therefore it ffioukl feem to 
fr 4 *»ore 4 afe to he off and on at fea, than for lack of wind to bring them forth from 
fort to >.vq haaWfcby fudden frofts to be (hut up the whole year, 
lpept in v« • a* 
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After many fuch dangers and reafons alledged, and large debating of thefe caufes 
bn both Tides, the Captain of" the Anne Francis delivered his opinion unto the company 
to this effeQ::—Firft, concerning the queftionof returning home, he thought it fo much 
difhonourable, as not to grow in any further queltion; and again to return home, at, 
length (as at length they muft needs), and not to be able to bring a certain report of the 
fleet, whether they were living or loft, or whether any of them had recovered tHfeir port 
or not, in the Countefs’s Sound, (as it was to be thought in oft part wouid if they were 
living); he laid it would be fo great an argument either of want of courage or dif- 
cretion in them, as he refolved rather to fall into any danger, than fo fharnefully 
confent to return home, protefting that it fhould never be fpoken of him, that he 
would ever return without doing his endeavour to find the fleet, and know the 
certainty of the general’s fafety. He put his company in remembrance of a pinnace of 
five ton burthen, which he had within his (hip, which was carried in pieces, and unmade 
up, for the ul'e of thofe which ihould inhabit there the whole year, the which if,they 
could find means to join together, he offered himfelf to prove before therewith, 
whether it were polliblc for any boat to pal’s for ice, whereby the ftiip might be brought 
in after, and might alfo thereby give true notice if any of the fleet were arrived at 
their port or not. 

But notwithftanding, for that he well perceived that the moft part of his company 
were addicted to put into harbour, he was willing the rather for thefe caufes fomewhat 
to incline rheieto. As firft, to learch along the fame coaft, and the founds thereabouts, 
he thought it to be to good purpol'c, for that it was likely to find feme of the fleet 
there, which being leaky, and fore bruifed with the ice, were the rather thought likely 
to be put into an ill harbour, being diftreifed with foul weather in the laft ft arm, than 
to hazard their uncertain fife ties amongft the ice ; for about this place they loft them, 
and left the ileet then doubtfully queitioning of harbour. 

It was likely alfo, that thev might find fome fit harbour thereabouts, which might be 
bchoveful for them againft another time. It was not likewife impoflible to find fome ore 
or mine thereabouts, wherewithal to freight their fhips, which would be more com¬ 
modious in this place, for the nearnefs io leaward, and for a better outlet, than farther 
within the ftreiglu,s, being likely here always to load in a ftiorter time, howfoever the 
ftreight fhould be peftered with ice within ; fo that if it might come to pals that thereby 
they might either find the fleet, mine, or convenient harbour, any of thefe three would 
ferve their prefent .turns, and give fome hope and comfort unto their companies, which 
now were altogether comfortlefs. But if that all fortune Ihould fall out fo contrary, 
that they could neither recover their port, nor any of thefe aforefaid helps, that vet they 
would not depart the coaft, as long as it was poflible for them to tarry there, but would 
lit* oft" and on at lea athwart the place : therefore his final conclufion was let down thus; 
firft, that the Thomas of Ipfwich and the Moon fhould confort and keep company 
together carefully with the Anne Francis, as near as they could, and as true Knglifhmen 
and faithful friends^ Ihould fupply one another’s wants in all fortunes and dangers. In 
the morning following, every lhip to lend off his boat, with a fufficient pilot, to fearch 
out and found the harbours for the iafe bringing in of their fhips ; and being arrived in 
harbour, where they might find convenient place for the purpofe, they refolved forth¬ 
with to join and let together the pinnace, wherewithal the Captain of the Anne Francis 
might, according to his former determination, difeover up into the {freights. 

After thefe determinations thus fet down, the Thomas of Ipfwtch th£ night* following 
loft company of the other fhips, and afterward fhaped a contrary county homeward, 
which fell out, as it manifeftly appears, very much againft their captain Mallei Tanfield’s 

mind, 

* 



55 o Frobisher’s third voyage for 

mind, as by due examination before the lords of her Majefty’s moft honourable privy 
■council it hath fince been proved, to the great difcredit of the pilot Cox, who fpecially 
perfuaded his company, againftthe opinion of hisffaid captain, to return home. ' 

And as the captain of the Anne Francis doth witnel’s, even at their conference 
together, Captain Tanfield told him, that he did not a little fufpecf the faid pilot Cox, 
faying#hat he had opinion in the man neither of honeft duty, manhood, nor conftancy* 
Notwithftanding the faid fhip’s departure, the captain of the Anne Francis being 
defirous to put in execution his former resolutions, went in his fhip’s boat (being ac¬ 
companied alfo with the Moon’s fkiff), to prove amongfl the iflands which lie under 
Hatton’s headland, if any convenient harbour, or any knowledge of the fleet, or any 
good ore were there to be found. The fhips lying off and on at fea the while under fail, 
fearching through many founds, they faw them all full of many dangers and broken 
ground; yet one there was, which feemed an indifferent place to harbour in, and 
which they did very diligently found over, and fearched again. 

Here the faid captain found a great, black ifland, w hereunto he had a good liking, 
and certifying the company thereof, they were fomewhar comforted, and with the good 
hope of his words, rowed cheerfully unto that place ; where when they arrived, they 
found fuch plenty of black ore of the fame fort which was brought into England this 
Jaft year, that if the goodnefs might artfwer the great plenty thereof, it was thought that 
it might reafonably fuffice all the gold-gluttons of the world. This ifland, the captain for 
caufe of this good hap, called after his own name. Bell’s Bleffing ; and with thefe good 
tidings returning aboard his fhip the gth of Auguft, about io o’clock at night, he was 
joyfully welcomed of his company, who before were difeomforted, and greatly expected 
Tome better fortune at his hands. 

The next day, being the i oth of Augufl, the weather reafonably fair, they put into the 
forefaid harbour, having their boat, for their better fecurity, founding before their fhip. 
Bui for all the care and diligence that could be taken in founding the channel over 
and over again, the Anne Francis came aground upon a funken rock within the 
harbour, and Jay thereon more than half dry until the next flood, when by God’s 
almighty Providence, contrary almofl to all expe&ation, they came afloat again, being 
forced all that time to underfet their fhip with their main-yard, w.hich otherwife was 
likely to overfet, and put thereby in danger the whole company. They had above 
two thoufand ftrokes together at the pump, before they could make their fhip free of 
the water again, fo fore fhe was bruifed by lying upon the rocks. The Moon came 
fafely, and rode at anchor by the .Anne Francis, whofe help in their neceflity they could 
not well have miffed. 

Now whilft the mariners were rummaging their fhips, and mending that which was 
amifs, the miners followed their labour for getting together a fufficient quantity of ore, 
and the carpenters endeavoured to do their belt for the making up of the boat or pin¬ 
nace; which'to bring to pafsthey wanted two fpecial and moft neceffary things, that is, 
certain pnncipal timbers that are called knees, which are the chiefeft ftrength of any 
boar, and alfo nails, wherewithal to join the planks together ; whereupon, having by 
chance a fmith amongft them, (and yet unfurniflied of his neceffary tools to work and 
make nails withal,) they were fain of a gun-chamber to make an anvil to work upon, 
and to uie a pickaxe inftead of a fledge to beat withal, and alfo to occupy two pair of 
fmall bellows inftead of one pair of great fmith’s bellows; and for lack of fmall iron 
for the qafier making of the nails, they were forced to break their tongs, gridiron, and 
fire-lhovel in pieces. 


The 
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The i ith of Auguft the captain of the Anne Francis, taking the matter of his fhip 
with him, went up to the top of Hatton’s headland, which is the higheft land of all the 
ftreights, to the end to defcry the fituation of the country underneath, and to take a 
true plot of the place, whereby alfoto fee what ftore of ice was yet left in the ftreights, •. 
and alfo to fearch what mineral matter or fruit that foil might yield ; and the rather for 
the honour the laid captain doth owe to that honourable name which himfelf gave 
thereunto the laft year, in the higheft part of this headland, he caufed his company to 
make a column or crofs of (lone in token of Chriftian poffeflton. In this place there is 
plenty of black ore, and divers pretty ftones. 

The r* th of Augull, the captains with their companies chafed and killed a white 
bear, which adventured and gave a fierce affault upon 20 men, being weaponed; and 
he ferved them for good meat many days. * 

Tim 18th, with much ado the pinnace being fet together, the faid Captain Beft 
determined to depart up the ftreights, to prove and make trial as before was pretended, 
feme of his company gready perfuading him to the contrary, and fpecially the carpenter 
that fet the fame together, who faid that he would not adventure himfelf therein for 
500 /. for that the boat hung together but only by the ftrength of the nails, and lacked 
fome of her principal knees and timbers. 

Thefe words lomewhat difeouraged fome of the company which Ihould have gone 
therein ; whereupon the captain, as one not altogether advifed to his own felf-will, but 
fomewhat forefeeing how it might be afterward fpoken, if contrary fortune Ihould 
happen him, (“ Lo ! lie hath followed his own opinion and defperate refolutions, and fo 
thereafter it is befallen him,”) calling the mafter and mariners of beft judgment 
together, declared unto them how much the caufe imported him in his credit to feck out 
the general, as we!' to confer with him of fome caufes of weight, as otherwife to make 
due examination and trial of the goodnefs of the ore, whereof they had no aflurance 
but by the guefs of the eye, and it was well like the other; which fo to carry home, 
not knowing the goodnefs thereof, might be as much as if they Ihould bring fo many 
ftones; and therefore he defired them to deliver their plain and honeft opinion, 
whether the pinnace were fulticient for him fo to adventure in or no. It was ^nfwered, 
that by careful heed taken thereunto among!! the ice, and the foul weather, the pinnace 
might fuffice; and hereupon the mailer’s mate of the Anne Francis, called John Gray, 
manfully and honeftly offering himfelf unto his captain in this adventure and fervice, gave 
caufe to others of his mariners to follow the attempt. 

And upon the 19th of Auguft, the faid captain-being accompanied with Captain 
Upcote of the Moon, and 18 perfons, in the fmall pinnace, having convenient portion of 
victuals and things neceflary, departed upon the faid pretended voyage, leaving their 
fhip at anchor in good readinefs for the taking in of their freight. And having little 
wind to linl withal, they plied along the f.uithern ihore, and patted above 30 leagues, 
having the only help of man’s labour with oars, and lb intending to keepfljthat Ihore 
aboard until they were got up to the farthett and narroweft of the ftreights, minded there 
to crofs over, and to fearch likewife ej^ng the northland unto the Countefs’s Sound, and 
from thence to pafs all that coaft along, whereby if any of the fleet had been diltrefled 
by wreck of rock or ice, by that means they might be perceived of them, and to 
they thereby to give them l'uch help and relief as they could. They did greatly fear, 
and ever lufpeft that fome of the fleet were l'urely caft away, and driven* tp feek four 
falads among the cold cliffs. " • ^ *■ 

And being lhot up about 40 leagues within the ftreights, they put over towards 
the north Ihore, which was not a little dangerous for their final! boats ; and by means 
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The 24th, the general, with two pinnaces and good number of men, went to Beare’s 
Scgyul, commanding the laid captain with his pinnace to attend the i'ervice, to fee if he 
cotifcl encounter or apprehend any of the people, for fundry times they (hewed themfelves 
bufy thereabouts, fometimes with feven or eight boats in one company, as though they • 
minded to encounter with our company, which were working there at thimines in na 
great numbers. But when they perceived any of our Blips to ride in that road (being 
belike more amazed at the countenance of a Blip, and a more number of men,) they 
did never Ihew themfelves again there at all. Wherefore our men fought with their 
pinnaces to compafs about the ifland where they did ufe, fuppofing there fuddenly to 
intercept fome of them. But before our men could come near, having belike fome watch 
in the top of the mountains, they conveyed themfelves privily away, and left fas it fliould 
idem) one of their great darts behind them for hafte, which we found near to a place of 
their caves and houfing. Therefore, though our general were very defirous to have 
taken fome of them to have brought into England, they being now grown more wary 
bv their former iefles, would not. at any time come within our dangers. About 
midnight of the fame day, the captain of the Anne Francis departed thence, and fet his 
courfe over the llreighrs towards Hatton’s Headland, being about 15 leagues over, and 
returned aboard his Blip the 25th of Auguft, to the great comfort of his company, 
who long expeded his coining, where he found his Blips ready rigged and loaden. Where* 
fore he departed from thenee again the next morning towards the G»untefs’s Sound, 
where he arrived the 28th of the fame. By the way he fet his miners afhoreat Beare’s 
Sound, for the better difpatch and gathering the ore together, for that fome of the Blips 
were behind-hand with their freight, the time of the year palling fuddenly away. 

The 2.It h of Augu 11 the Anne Francis was brought aground, and had eight great leaks 
rpane'uk'Miich (he had received,by means of the rocks and ice. This day the mafons 
Oner ahi'houle, which Captain Fenton caufed to be made of lime and flone upon the 
Countels of Warwick’s Ifland, to the end we might prove againlt the next year, 
whether the fnow could overwhelm if, the froft break it up, or the people difmetnber the 
fame; and the better to allure thole brutilh and uncivil people to courtefy again!! other 
times of our coming, we left therein divers of our country toys, as bells and knives, 
wherein they lpecjally delight, one for neceffarya ufe, and the other for the great 
plealure thereof; alfo pictures of men and women in lead, men on horfeback, looking* 
glades, whittles, and pipes; alfo in the houfe was made an oven, and bread left baked 
therein for them to fee and tafte. 

We buried the timber of our pretended fort ; alfp here we fowed peafe, com, and 
other grain, to prove the fruitfulnefs of the foil again!! the next year. 

The fleet now being in fome good readinefs for their lading, the general calling 
together the gentlemen and captains to confu't, told them that he was very defirous 
that fome further difeovery fliould be attempted, and that he would not only, fry God’s 
help, bring home his Blips laden with ore, but alfo meant to bring fome dSjpmcate of 
further difeovery of the country, which thing to bring to pafs (having fometime therein 
confulted) they found very hard, and almolt invincible. And coufidering, that already 
they had fpent fome* time in fearchiiJfc out the trending and fafhion or the miflaken 
flreighis, therefore it could not be faid, but that by this voyage they had notice of a 
further difeovery, and that the hope of the paflage thereby is much further®^ and in- 
creafed, as appeared before in the difeourfe thereof. Yet, notwith{ tan dm^ 4 fipy means 
might beiurther devifed, the captains were contested and fliould 

appoint and command, to take any enterprife in hand ; whidi sdter long dgjwing was 
found a thing very impoflible, and that rather confutation was to be had of returning 
vol. xn. 4 a homeward;, 
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homeward, efpecially for thefe.caufes following:—firft, the dark foggy milts, the 
continual falling fnow and ftormy weather, which they commonly were vexed with, 
and now daily more and more increafed, have no fmall argument of the winter’s 
drawing near; and alfo the fro ft every night was fo hard and congealed without the 
found, that if by evil hap they fhould be long kept in by contrary winds, it was greatly 
to be feared that they fhould be fhut up there fall the whole year, which, being utterly 
unprovided, would be their utter deft ruction. Again, drink was fo fcant throughout 
all the fleet, by reafon of the great leakage, that not only the provifton that was laid 
in for the habitation was wanting and wafted, but alfo each fhip’s fevcral provifton 
fpent and loft, which many of our company to their great grief found in their return 
fince, for all the way homewards they drank nothing but water. And the great 
caul’e of this leakage and wafting was, for that the great timber and fea-coal, which lay 
fo weighty upon the barrels, brake, bruifed, and rotted the hoops infunder. Yet 
notwithstanding thole rcafons ailed god, the general himfelf (willing the reft of the 
gentlemen and captains every man to look to hits charge and lading, that againft a 
day appointed they fhould be all in readinefs to fet homeward) went in a pinnace, and 
dilcovered further northwards in the ftreights, and found that by Beare’s Sound and 
Hall’s Ifland, the land was not firm, as it was firft 1 ‘uppofed, but all broken iflands in 
manner of an archipelagus, and fo with other fecret intelligence to himfelf he 
returned to thd fleet. Where prefontly upon his arrival at the Countefs’s Sound, he 
began to take order for their returning homewards, and firft caufed certain articles to be 
proclaimed, for the better keeping of order and courfes in their return ; which articles 
were delivered to every captain. 

Having now received articles and directions for our return homew ( y"'°i ’’ other 
things being in forwardnefs and good order, the laft day of Auguft the/ 5 "'d 

from the Countefs’s Sound, except the Judith and the Anne Francis, who flay,ior 
the taking in of frefh water, and came the next day, and met the fleet lying off and on, 
athwart Beare’s Sound, who ftayed for the general, who then was gone afhore to difpaleh 
the two barks and the Buffe of Bridgewater for their loading, whereby to get the 
companies and other things aboard. The captain of the Anne Francis having molt 
part of his company afhore, the i ft of September went alfo to Beare’s Sound in his 
pinnace, to fetch his men aboard; but the wind grew fo great immediately upon their 
landing, that the fhips at fea were in great danger, and fome of them forcibly put from 
their anchors, and greatly feared to he utterly loft, as the Hopewell, wherein was Captain. 
Carew and others, who could not tell on which fide their danger was mod ; for having 
mighty rocks threatening on the one fide, and driving iflands of cutting ice on the 
other fide, they greatly feared to make fhipwreck, the ice driving fo near them that it 
touched their bok-fprit; and by means of the fea that was grown fo high, they were 
not able to put to lea with t heir fmall pinnaces to recover their fhips ; and again, the 
fhips were not able to tarry or lie athwart for them, by means of the outrageous winds 
and fwelling feas. The general willed the captain of the Anne Franck, with his company, 
for that night to lodge aboard the Buffe of Bridgewater, and wen*. himfelf, with the reft 
of his men, aboard the barks ; but their numbers were fo great, and the provifton of 
the barks lo fcant, that they peftered one another exceedingly. They had great hope 
that the next morning the weather would be fair, whereby they might recover their fhips; 
but in the* morning following it was much worfe, for the florin continued greater, 
the fea «being more fwollen, and the fleet gone quite out of fight: fo that'now their 
dgubts began to grow great for the fliip of Bridgewater, which was of greateft receipt, 
till whereof thev had beft hope and made moft account, rode fo far to leeward of the 
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harbour’s mouth, that they were not able for the rocks that lay between the wind and 
. them, to lead it out to fea with a fail •, and the barks' were already fo peftered with 
men and fo llenderly furnilhed with provifion, that they had fcarce meat for fix days 
for fuch numbers. 

The general in the morning departed to fea in the Gabriel, to feek the fleet, leaving 
the Buffe of Bridgewater and the Michael behind in Beare’s Sound. The Buffe fet fail, 
arid thought by turning in the narrow channel in the harbour to get to windward, but 
being put to leeward more, by that means was fain to come to anchor for her better 
lafety amongft a number of rocks, and there left in great danger of ever getting forth 
again. The Michael* fet fail to follow the general, and could give the Buffe no re¬ 
lief, although they earneftly defired the fame. And the captain of the Anne Francis 
was left in the hard ele&ion of two evils ; either to abide his fortune with the Buffe 
of Bridgewater, which was doubtful of ever getting forth, or elfe to be towed in his 
fmall pinnace at the (tern of the Michael through the raging feas, for that the bark 
was not able to receive or relieve half his company, wherein his danger was not a little 
perilous. 

. So after he refolved to commit himfelf with all his company unto that fortune of 
God and fea, and was dangeroufly towed at the (tern of the bark for many miles, 
until at length they efpied the Anne Francis under fail hard under their lee, which was 
no fmall comfort unto them; for no doubt both thefe and a great number more had 
’ peri(hed for lack of vi&uals and convenient room in the barks, without the help of the 
laid fhip. But the honeft care that the mailer of the Anne Francis had of his captain, 
and the gooj 1 regard of duty toward his general, fuffered him not to depart, but 
honeftly to hazard a dangerous road all the night long, and notwithftanding 
all the A' 31 U y weather, when all the fleet befides departed. And the pinnace came no 
fooner aboard the Ihip, and the men entered, but (he prefently Ihivered and funk in 
pieces at the (flip's ftern, with all the poor men’s furniture, fo weak was the boat with 
towing, and fo forcible was the fea to bruife her in pieces. But as God would, the 
men were all faved. 

At this prefent in this ftorm many of the fleet were dangeroufly diftreffed, and were 
fevered almoft all afunder; but thanks be to God, all the fleet arrived fafely in Eng¬ 
land about the firft of October, fome in one place and fome in another. But amongft 
other, it was moll marvellous how the Buffe of Bridgewater got away, who being left 
behind the fleet in great danger of never getting forth, was forced to feek a way north¬ 
ward through an unknown channel full of rocks, upon .the back fide of Beare’s Sound, 
and there by good hap found out a way into the North Sea; a very dangerous attempt, 
fave that neceflity, which hath no law, forced them to try mafteries. This afortfud 
North Sea is the fame which lieth upon the back fide of Frobilher’s Streights, where 
firft the general himfelf in his pinnaces, and after fome other of our company have dif» 
covered (as they affirmed) a great foreland, where they would have alfo a great likeli¬ 
hood of the greateft paffage toward the Sduth Sea. 

The Buffe of Bridgewater, as (he came homeward, to the fouthward of Frifeland 
dilcovered a great iflaiid in the latitude* of fifty-feven degrees and a half, which was 
.. never yet found before, and failed three days along the coaft, the land feeming to be 
fruitful, full of woods, and a champain country. 

There died in the whole fleet in all this voyage not above forty perfons, which 
number is not great, confidering how many (hips were in the fleet, and how^ftnange for. 
tunes we paffed. * 

A general 
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A general and brief Dcfcriptmf of the Country, and Condition of the People^ which are 
, found in Meta Incognita. 

HaVing now fuffidently and truly fet forth the whole circumftance and particular 
handling of every occurrent in the three voyages of our worthy general. Captain 
Frobifher, it /halt not be from the purpofe to /'peak fomewhat in general of the nature 
of the country called Meta Incognita, and the condition of the favages there inhabiting. 

Firft, therefore, touching the topographical defeription of the place, it is now found 
in the laft voyage, that Queen Elizabeth’s Cape, being fituate in latitude 61 degrees 
and a half, which before was fuppofed to be part of the firm land with America, and 
alfo all the reft of the fouth fide of Frobi/her’s Streights, are all feveral iflands and 
broken land, and likewife fo will all the north fide fall out to be, as I think. And 
fome of our company being entered above 60 leagues within the miftaken ftreights, 
in the third voyage mentioned, thought certainly .that they had delcried the firm land 
of America towards the fouth, which I think will fall out fo to be. 

Thefe broken lands and i/lands being very many in number, do feem to make there 
an archipelagus, which as they all differ in greatnefs, form, and fa/hion, one from an¬ 
other, fo are they in goodnefs, colour, and foil, much unlike. They all are very high 
lands, mountains, and in moft parts covered with fnow even all the fumnver long. The , 
norther lands have lefs ftore of fnow, more grafs, and are more plain countries, tin* 
caufe whereof may be, for that the fouther iflands receive all the fnow, that the cold 
winds and piercing airbring out of the north ; and contrarily, the north parts receive 
more warm air from the milder blafts of the fouth, whereupon may grow the cauie 
why the people covet to inhabit more upon the north parts than the fouth, as far as 
we can yet by our experience perceive they do. Thefe people I judge to be a fond of 
Tartar,' or rather a kind of Samoed of the fame fort and condition of life that the 
Samoeds be to the north-eailwards towards Mufcovy, who are called Samoeds, which is 
as much to fay in the Mufcovy tongue, as eaters of themfclves, and fo the R ullians 
their borderers do name them. And by late conference with a friend of mine (with 
whom I did fometime travel in Mufcovy) who hath great experience of thofe Samoeds, 
and people of the north-eaft, I find that in all their manner of living, thofe people of 
the north-eaft, and thefe of the north-weft are alike. They are of the colour of a ripe 
olive, which how it may come topafs, being born in fo cold a climate, I refer to the 
judgment of others, for they a^e naturally born children of the fame colour and com¬ 
plexion that all the Americans are, which dwell under the equinodrial line. 

They are men very active and nimble. They are a ftrong people and very warlike, 
for in our fight upon the tops of the hills they would often mufter themfelves, and after 
the manner of a fkirmi/h trace their ground very nimbly, and manage their bows and 
darts with great dexterity. They go clad in coats made of the /kins of beafts, as of 
feals, deer, bears, foxes, and hares. They have alfo fome garments of feathers, being 
made of the cafes of fowls, finely fewed and compadt together; of all which forts we 
breught home fome with us into England, wlVc'h we found in their tents. In fummer 
they ufed to wear the hair fide of their coats outward, and fometime go naked for too 
much'heat; and in winter (as by figns they have declared) they wear four or five 
fold upon»their bodies with rhe hair for warmth turned inward. Hereby it appeareth, 
that the air there is not indifferent ■* but either it is fervent hot, or elfe extreme cold, 
and far more kxceffive in both qualities than the reafon of foe climate fhould yield ; 

*6 for 
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for there it is colder, being under 62 degrees in latitude than it is at Wardhoufe in the 
voyage to St. Nicholas in Mufcoyy, being at about yi degrees in latitude. The rea- 
fon hereof perhaps may be, that this Meta Incognita is much frequented and vexed 
with eaftern and north-eaftern wbds, which from the fea and ice bringeth often an in¬ 
tolerable cold air; which was alfo the caufe that this year our ftreights were fo long 
but up with fo great (lore of ice; but there is great hope and likelihood, that further 
withb the ftreights it will be more conftant and temperate weather. 

Thefe people are in nature very fubtle and Iharp-witted, ready to conceive our 
meaning by figns, and to make anl'wer well to be underftood again; and if they have 
not fecn the thing whereof you afk them, they will wink and cover their eyes with their 
hands, as who would lay, it hath been hid from their fight. If they underftand you 
not whereof you alked them, they will Hop their ears. They will teach us the name of 
each thing in their language which we defire to learn, and are apt to learn any thing 
of us. They delight in mufic above meafure, and will keep time and ftroke, to any 
tune you fhall fing, both with their voice, head, hand, and foot, and will fmg the fame 
tune aptly after you. They will row with our oars in our boats, and keep a true ftroke 
with our mariners, and feem to take great ddight therein. 

They live in caves of the earth, and hunt for their dinners and prey, even as the 
bear or other wild bealt do; they eat raw flefh and fifh, and refufe no meat, howfo- 
cver it be (linking. They are defperate in their fight, fullen of nature, and ravenous 
’ in their manner of feeding. 

Their fullen and defperate nature doth herein manifeftly appear, that a company of 
them being environed by our men on the top of a high cliff, fo that they could by no 
means efcape our hands,finding themfelves in this cafe diftreffed,chofe rather to call them- 
felves headlong down the rocks into the fea, and fo be bruifed and drowned, rather 
than to yield themfelves to our men’s mercies. 

Tor their weapons to offend their enemies or kill their prey withal, they have darts, 
flings, bows, and arrows headed with fharp ftones, bones, and fome with iron. They 
are exceeding friendly and kind-hearted one to the other, and mourn greatly at the 
luff or harm of their fellows, and exprefs their grief of mind, when they part one with 
another, with a mournful fong and dirges. They are very fhamefaccd in bewraying the 
fecrets of nature, and very chafle in the manner of their living: for when the man 
which we brought from thence into England the laft voyage, fhoald put off his coat 
or difeover his whole body for change, he would not fuller the woman to be prefent, 
but put her forth of his cabin. And in all the fpace of two or three months, while the man 
lived in company with the woman, there was never any thing 1'een or perceived between 
them, more than might have paffed between brother and lifter. But the woman was 
in all things very lerviceable for the man, attending him carefully when he was fick, 
and he likewife, in all the meats which they did eat together, would carve unto her of 
the fwceteft, fatteft, and beft morfels they had. They wondered much at all our things, 
and were afraid of our horfes and other hearts out of meafure. They began to grow 
more civil, familiar, ’pleafant, and docible amongft us in very fhort time. 

They have boats mhde of leather, hpd covered clean over, faving one place in the 
middle to fit in, planked within with timber; and they ufe to row them with one 
oar, more lwiftly a great deal, than we in our boats can do with twenty. They have 
one fort of greater boats wherein they carry about twenty perfons, and have a mart 
with a fail,thereon, which fail is made of thin (kina or bladders, fewed togetjiej; ^ith the 
finews of filhes. * 

They 
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They are good fifhermen, and in their fmail boats bang difguifed in their coats 
of feal (kins, they deceive the fi(h, who take them rather for their fellow feals, than for 
deceiving men. They are good markfmen ■, with their dart or arrow they will com¬ 
monly mil a duck, or any other fowl, in the head, and commonly in the eye. When 
they (hoot at a great fi(h with any of their darts, they ufe to tie a bladder thereunto, 
whereby they may the better find them again, and the fifh not able to carry it fo eafily 
away (for that the bladder doth buoy the dart) will at length be weary and die therewith. 

They ufe to traffick and exchange their commodities with fome other people, of whom 
they have fuch things as their miferable country, and ignorance of art to make, denieth 
them to have, as bars of iron, heads of iron for their darts, needles made four fquare, 
certain buttons of copper, which they ufe to wear upon their foreheads for ornament, 
as our ladies in the court of England do ufe great pearl. 

Alfo they have made figns unto us, that they have feen gold, and fuch bright 
plates of metals, which are ufed for ornaments among fome people with whom they 
have conference. 

We found alfo in their tents a guinea bean of red colour, the which do ufuallygrow 
in the hot countries. Whereby it appeareth that they trade with other nations which 
dwell far off, or elfe themfelves are great travellers. 

They have nothing in ufe among them to make fire withal, faving a kind of heath 
and mols whiqli groweth there ; and they kindle their fire with continual rubbing and 
fretting one Hick "againft another, as we do with flints. 

They draw with dogs in fleds upon the ice, and remove their tents therewithal, 
wherein they dwell in i'ummer, when they go a hunting for their prey and provifion 
againft winter. They do fometime parboil their meat a little and feethe the fame in 
kettles made of feals (kins; they have alfo pans, cut and made of (lone very artificially : 
they ufe pretty gins wherewith they take fowl. 

The women carry their fucking children at their backs, and do feed them with raw 
fle(h, which firft they do a little chew in their own mouths. The women have their 
faces marked or painted over with fmail blue fpots. They have black and long hair 
on their heads, and trim the fame in a decent order. The men have but little hair on 
their (aces, and very thin beards. For their common drink, they eat ice to quench their 
third: withal. Their earth yieldeth no grain or fruit of fuftenance for man, oralmoft 
for bead to live upon; and the people will eat grafs or (hrubs of the ground, even 
as our kine do. They have no wood growing in their country thereabouts, and yet we 
find they have fome timber among them, which we think dotlkgrow far off to the 
ibuthwards of this place, about Canada or fome other part of Newfoundland : for there 
belike, the trees (landing on the cliffs of the fea-dde, by the weight of ice and fnow 
in winter overcharging them with weight, when the fummer’s thaw cometh about, and 
alfo the fea under!retting them beneath, which winneth daily of the land, they are 
undermined and fall down from thofe cliffs into the fea, and with the tides and 
currents are driven to and fro upon the coads further off'; and by conjefture are 
taken up here by thefe country people, to ferve them to plank and drengthen their 
boats withal, and to make darts, bows, and g/irows, and luch ‘other things neceffary 
for their ufe. And of this kind of drift-wood we find all the feas over great dore, 
which being cut or fawed afunder, by reafon of long driving in the fea is eaten of worms, 
.ancl full of holes, of which fort theirs is found to be. 

We have not yet found any venomous ferpent, or other hurtful thing in j:hefe parts, 
but there* is a kind of fmail fly or gnat, that flingeth and offendeth forely, leaving 
. ; many 
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many red fpots in the face and other places where Ihe ftingeth. They have fnow and 
hail in the beft: time of their fumrner, and the ground frozen three fathom deep. 

Thefe people are great enchanters, and ufe many charms of witchcraft; for when 
their heads do ake, they tie a great ftone with a firing unto a ftick, and with certain 
prayers and words done to the ftick, they lift up the ftone from ground, which fome- 
times with all a man’s force they cannot ftir, and fometime again they lift as eafily as 
a feather; and hope thereby with certain ceremonious words to have eal'e and help. 
And they made us by figns to underftand, lying grovelling with their faces upon the 
ground, and making a noife downward, that they worflyp the devil under them. 

They have great ftore of deer, bears, hares, foxes, and innumerable numbers of 
fundry forts of wild fowl, as fea-ntews, gulls, wihnots, ducks, &c. whereof our men 
killed in one day fifteen hundred. They have alfo ftore of hayvks, falcons, taflels, &c. 
whereof two alighted on one of our fhips at their return, and were brought into Eng¬ 
land, which fome think will prove very good: there are alfo great ftore of ravens, larks, 
and partridges, whereof the country people feed. All thefe fowls are far thicker 
cloathed with down and feathers, and have thicker Ikins than any in England have; 
for as that country is colder, lb nature hath provided a remedy thereunto. 

Our men have eaten of their bears, hares, partridges, larks, and of their wild-fowl, 
and find them reafonable good meat, but not fo deledable as ours. Their wild-fowl 
mu ft be all fiean, their ikins are fo thick, and they tafte beft fried in pang. 

The country i'cemeth to be much fubjeCt to earthquakes. The air is very lubtile, 
piercing and iearching, fo that if any corrupted or infe&ed body, efpecially with the 
difeafe called morbus gallkus come there, it will prefently break forth and fliew itfelf, and 
cannot there by any kind of falve or metlieine be cured. 

Their longeft funnner’s clay is of great length, without any dark night, fo that in 
July all the night long we might perfectly and eafily write and read whatfoever had 
pleafed us; which lightfome nights were very beneficial unto us, being fo diftrefled with 
abundance of ice as we were. 

The fun fetteth to them in the evening at a quarter of an hour after ten of the clock, 
and rifeth again in the morning, at three quarters of an hour after one of the clock, fo* 
that in fumrner their fun fhineth to them twenty hours and a half, and in the night is 
abfent three hours fold a half: and although the fun be abfent thefe three hours and 
a half, yet it is not dark that time, for that the fun is never above three or four degrees 
under the edge of their horizon. The caufe is, that the Tropic of Cancer doth cut their 
horizon at very uneven and oblique angles. But the moon at any time of the year 
being in Cancer, hPong north latitude, doth make a full revolution above their horizon, 
1 b that fometimes they fee the moon above twenty-four hours together. Some of our 
company of the more ignorant fort, thought we might continually have feen the fun and 
moon, had it not been for two or three high mountains. 

The people are now become fo wary and l'o circumfpect by reafon of their former 
Ioffes, that by no means we can apprehend any of them, although we attempted often 
in this laft voyage* But to fay truth, we could not bellow any great time in purfuing 
them, becaufe of our great bufinels in lading, and other things. 


THE 
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THE VOYAGES AND NAVIGATIONS OF THE ENGLISH NATION 

TO VIRGINIA, 

AND THE SEVERAL DISCOVERIES THEREOF ; 

CHIEFLY AT THE CHARGES OF 
THE HONOURABLE SIR WALTER RALEGH, KNIGHT, 

From 33 to 40 Degree* of Latitude: 

TOGETHER WITH THE SUCCESS OF THE ENGLISH COLONIES THERE 

PLANTED;. 

AS LIKEWISE A DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY, WITH THE INHABITANTS, AND 

THE MANIFOLD COMMODITIES. 

' Whereunto are annexed the Patents, Letters, Difcourfes, &c. to this Part belonging. * 


The Letters Patents, granted by the Queen's Majejly to M. Walter Ralegh, now Knight, 
for the difeovering and planting of new Lands and Countries, to continue the Space cf 
Six Tears , and no more. 

** 1 T 1 LIZABETH by the grace of God of England, France, and Ireland, Queen, Dc« 
fender of the Faith, &c. To all people to whom thefe prefents fhall come, greeting. 
«f£now ye that of our fpecial grace, certain fcience, and mere motion, we have givan 
and granted, and by thefe prefents for us, our heirs and fucceffors, do give and grant 
to our trufty and well beloved fervant Walter Ralegh Efquire, add to his heirs and 
affigns for ever, free liberty and licence from time to time, and at all times for ever 
hereafter, to difeover, fearch, find out, and view fuch remote, heathen and barbarous 
lands, countries, and territories, not adually poffeffed of any Chrjfiian prince, nor in¬ 
habited by Chriftian people, as to him, his heirs and afligns, andro> every or any of 
them fhall feem good; and the fame to have, hold, occupy, and enjoy to him, his heirs, 
and affigns for ever, with all prerogatives, commodities, jurifdidions, royalties, pri¬ 
vileges, franchifes, and pre-eminences, thereto or thereabouts both by fea and land, 
whatfoever we by our letters patent may grant, and as we or any of our noble pro¬ 
genitors have heretofore granted to any perfon or perfons, bodies politic or corporate : 
and the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and all fuch as frdm time to time, by 
licence of us, our heirs and fucceffors, fhall go^or travel thither 'to inhabit or remain, 
there to build and fortify, at the diferetion of the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and 
affigns, the ftatutes or ads of parliament made againfl fugitives, or againft fuch as 
|jiaB depart^ remain, or continue out of our realm of England without licence, or any 
other ftatute, ad, Jgw, or any ordinance whatfoever to the contrary, in any wife not- 
wfthftan0||g. 

* Hakluyt, iii. Y43. 

« And 
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n And we do likewifc by thefe prefents, of our jfpecial grace, mere motion, and cer¬ 
tain knowledge, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, give and grant full authority, liberty, 
and power, to the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and every of them, that he 
and they, and every or any of them, fhall and may, at all and every time and •• 
times hereafter, have, take, and lead in the faid voyage, and travel thitherward, or to 
inhabit there with him or them, and every or any of them, fuch and fo many of our 
fubjects, as fhall willingly accompany him or them, and every or any of them ; and to 
whom alfo we do by thefe prefents, give full liberty and authority in that behalf, and 
alfo to have, take, and employ, and ufe fufficient fhipping and furniture for the tranf- 
portations and’ navigations in that behalf, fo that none of the fame perfons, or any of 
them, be fuch as hereafter fhall be reftrained by us, our heirs or fucceffors. 

“ And further, that the faidWalter Ralegh, his heirs and afli*gns, and every of them, 
fhall have, hold, occupy and enjoy to him, his heirs and affigns, and every of them for 
ever, all the foil of all fuch lands, territories, and countries, fo to be difeovered and 
poffeffed as aforefaid, and of all fudfi cities, caflles, towns, villages, and places in the 
fame, with the rights, royalties, franchifes, and jurifdictions, as well marine as other 
within the faid lands or countries, or the feas thereunto adjoining, to be had or ufed, 
with full power to difpofe thereof, and of every part, in fee fimple or otherwife, ac¬ 
cording to the order of the laws of England, as near as the fame conveniently may 
be, at his and their will and pleafure, to any perfons then being, or that fhall remain 
within the allegiance of ui, our heirs and fucceffors: referring always to us, our heirs 
and fucceffors, for all fervices, duties, and demands, the fifth part of all the ore of gold 
and filver, that from time to time, and at all times after fuch difeovery, fubduing and 
poffeffing, fhall be there gotten and obtained: all which lands and territories fhall for ever 
be holden of the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, of us, our heirs and fuc¬ 
ceffors, by homage, and by the faid payment of the faid fifth part, referved only for 
all fervices. 

“ And moreover, we do by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, 
give and grant licence to the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and every s 
of them, that he and they, and every or any of them, fhall and may from time 
to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, for his and their defence, encounter 
and expulfe, repel and refift, as well by fea as by land, and by all other ways what- 
foever, all and every fuch perfon and perfons whatfoever, as without the efpecial 
liking and licence of the faid Walter Ralegh, and of his heirs and affigns, fhall at¬ 
tempt to inhabit wfchin the faid countries, or any of them, or within the fpace of two 
hundred leagues near to the place or places within fuch countries as aforefaid, (if they 
fhall not be before planted or inhabited within the limits, as aforefaid, with the fub- 
jefts of any Chriftian prince being in amity with us,) where the faid Walter Ralegh, 
his heirs or affigns, or any of them, or his or their or any of 4 their affociates or com¬ 
pany, fhall within fix years (next enfuing) make their dwellings or abidings, or that 
fhall enterprife or attempt at any time hereafter unlawfully to annoy either by fea or 
land the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs or affigns, or any of them, or his or their, or any 
of his or their companies: giving and granting by thefe prefents, further power and 
authority to the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and every of them front 
time to time, and at all rimes for ever hereafter, to take and furprife by all manner of 
means whatfoever, all ana every thofe perfon or perfons, with their {hips, ♦effete, and 
other goods and furniture, which without the licence of the faid Walter'I^kiegh, of 
his heirs, or affigns, as aforefaid, fhall be found trafficking into any harbour or harbours, 
creek or creeks, within the limits aforefaid, (the fubje&s of our realms and dominions, 
and all other perfons in amity with us trading to the Newfoundlands for fifhing, as 
heretofore they have commonly ufed, or being driven by force of a tempeft, cflr* fhip. 
vol. xii. 4 c wreck 
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wreck only excepted:) and thofe perfons, and every of them, with their /hips, veffels, 
goods,' and furniture, to detain and poffefs as of good and lawful prize, according to 
the difcretion of him the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and every or any 
, of them. And for uniting in more perfect league and amity, of fuch countries, lands 
and territories fo to be poflefled and inhabited as aforefaid, with our realms of England 
and Ireland, anti the better encouragement of men to thefe enterpriles; we do by 
thefe prefents grant and declare, that all fuch countries, fo hereafter to be poffeffed and 
inhabited, as is aforefaid, from thenceforth fliall be of the allegiance of us, our heirs 
and fucceffors. And we do grant to the laid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and afligns, 
and to all and every of them, and to all and every other perfon and perfons, 
being of our allegiance, whofe names fhall be noted or entered in fome of our courts 
of record within our realm of England, that with the afient of the faid Walter Ralegh, 
his heirs or afligns, fliall in his journies for difeovery, or in the journies for conqueft, 
hereafter travel to fuch lands, countries, and territories, as aforefaid, and to their, and 
to every of their heirs, that they, and every or any of them, being either born within 
our faid realms of England or Ireland, or in any other place within our allegiance, and 
which hereafter fliall be inhabiting within any the lands, countries, and territories, with 
fuch licence (as aforefaid), fliall and may have all the privileges of free denizens, 
and perfons native of England, and within our allegiance, in fuch like ample manner 
and form, as if they were born and perfonally refident within our laid realm of Eng¬ 
land, any law, cuftoni, or ufage to the contrary notwithflanding. 

“ And forafmuch as upon the finding out, difeovering, or inhabiting of fuch remote 
lands, countries, and territories, as aforefaid, it fliall be neceifary for the fafety of all 
men, that fliall adventure themfelves in thofe journies or voyages, to determine to live 
together in Chriftian peace and civil quietneis, each with other, whereby every one 
may w ith more pleal'ure and profit enjoy that whereunto they fliall attain with great pain 
and peril; We, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, are likewife pleafod and contented, 
and by thefe prefents do give and grant to the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and afligns, 
for ever, that he and they, and every or any of them, fliall and may, from time to 
time, for ever hereafter, within the faid mentioned remote lands and countries, in the 
way by the fens thither, and from thence, have full and mere power and authority to 
correct, punifli, pardon, govern, and rule, by their and every or any of their good 
diferetions and policies, as well in caufcs capital or criminal, as civil, both marine and 
other, all fuch our fubjedts as fliall from rime to time adventure themfelves in the faid 
journies or voyages, or that Ihafl at any time hereafter inhabit fuch lands, countries, 
or territories, as aforefaid, or that fhall abide within aoo leagues of any of the faid 
place-or places, where the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs or affigns, or any of them, 
or any of his or their alfociates or companies, fhall inhabit within fix years next enfuing 
the date hereof, according to fuch llatutes, laws, and ordinances, as fliall be by him 
the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and afligns, and every or any of them, deviled or 
eftablilhed for the better government of the faid people, as aforefaid. So always as the 
faid ftatutes, laws, and ordinances may be, as near as conveniently may be, agreeable 
to the form of the laws, ftatutes, government , r ox policy of England, and alfo fo as 
they be not againft the true Chriftian faith, now profeflfed in the Church of England; 
- nor in anywife to withdraw any of the fubjedts or people of thofe lands or places 
from the allegiance of us, our heirs and fucceffors, as th&r immediate Sovereign, 
under Qod. , * ...» 

** And /gAfther, we do by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, give and grant 
full pow$jKMl authority to our trufty and well beloved counlellor Sir William Cecill, 
Knight; ward BSaeigh, our High Treafurer of England; and to the Lord Treafurer 

of 
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of England for us, our heirs and fuccefibrs, for the time being, and to the privy 
council of us, our heirs and lucceffors, or any four or more of them, for the 
tftne being, that he, they, or any four or more or them, fliall and may, from time to 
time, and at all times hereafter, under his or their hands or feals, by virtue of thefe, 
prefents, authorife and licenfe the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and afligns, -and every 
or any of them, by him, and by themfdves, or by their or any of their fuflicient attor- 
nies,' deputies, officers, minifters, fadors, and fervants, to imbark and tranfport out 
of our realm of England and Ireland, and the dominions thereof, all or any of his or 
their goods, and all or any the goods of his or their affbeiates and companies, and every 
or any of them, with fuch other neceflaries and commodities of any of our realms, aS to 
the faid lord trealurer, or four or more of the privy council, of us, our heirs and fuc- 
ceflors, for the time being (as aforefaid) fliall be, from time to«time, by his or their wif- 
doms or diferetions, thought meet and convenient, for the better relief and fupport- 
ation of him the laid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and alligns, and every or any of them, 
and of his or their or any of their glfociates and companies, any ad, ftatute, law, or 
any thing to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding. 

“ Provided always, and our will and pleasure is, and we do hereby declare to all Chrif- 
tian kings, princes, and flares, that if the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs or afligns, or 
any of them, or any other by their licence or appointment, fliall at any time or times 
hereafter rob or fpoil, by lea or by land, or do any ad of unjuft or unlawful hoftility, to 
any of the fuEjects of us, our heirs or fuccefibrs, or to any ofthel'ubjeds of the kings, 
princes, rulers, governors, or ellates, being then in perfed league and amity with us, 
our heirs and fuccefibrs; and that upon fuch injury, or upon juft complaint of any fuch 
prince, ruler, governor, or eftate, or their lubjeds, We, our heirs and fuccefibrs, 
fliall make open proclamation within any of the ports of our realm of England, that 
the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and afligns, and adherents, or any to whom thefe 
our letters patents may extend, fliall, within the terms to be limited by fuch proclama¬ 
tion, make full reftitution and fatisfadion of all fuch injuries done; fo as both weit&d 
the laid princes, or other fo complaining, may hold us and themfdves fully content®: 
and that if the laid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and afligns, fliall not make, or cauffgto 
be made, latisfadipn accordingly, within fuch time to be limited, that then it fliall lie 
lawful to us, our heirs and fuccefibrs, to put the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and 
afligns, and adherents, and all the inhabitants of the faid places to be difeovered (as is 
aforefaid), or any of them, out of our allegiance and protedion ; and that from and 
after fuch time of putting out of protedion of the laid Walter Ralegh, his heirs, afligns, 
and adherents, and others fo to be put out, and the faid places within their habitation, 
pofleflion, and rule, fliall be out of our allegiance and protedion, and free for all 
princes and others to purfue with hoftility, as being not our lubjeds, nor by us any 
way to be avouched, maintained, or defended, nor to be holden as any of ours, nor 
to our protedion, or dominion, or allegiance any way belonging; for that exprels 
mention of the cigar yearly value of the certainty of the premifles, or any part thereof % 
or of any other gift or grant by us, or any our progenitors or predeceflors to the laid 
Walter Ralegh, before this time mada* in thefe prefents be not exprefied, or any other 
grant, ordinance, provifion, proclamation, or reftraint, to the contrary thereof, before 
this time given, ordained, or provided, or any other thing, caufe, or matter whatfo- 
ever, in anywife notwitHftanding. In witnefs whereof, we have caufed thqfe our letters 
to be made patents. Witnefs ourfelves, at Weftrninfter, the five and twent^h day of 
• March, in the fix and twentieth year of our reign.” * 

The 
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The Fir ft Voyage made to the Coafts of America, with two barks , wherein were Captains 
• M . Philip Atnadas, M. Arthur Barlowe, who difcovered Part of the Country now 

called Virginia, Anno 1584. Written by one of the faid Captains, and fent to Sir 

Walter Ralegh, Knight, at whofe Charge and Direction the faid Voyage was fet forth. 

>T*HE 27th day of April, in the year of our Redemption 1584, we departed the weft 
-*■ of England, with two barks well furni&ed with men and victuals, having received 
our laft and perfect directions by your letters, confirming the former inftruCtions and 
commandments delivered by yourfelf at our leaving the river of Thames. And I think 
it a matter both unnece'ffary for the manifelt difeovery of the country, as alfo for 
tedioufnefs fake, to remember unto you the diurnal of our courfe, failing thither and 
returning; only I have prefumed to prefent unto you this brief difeourfe, by which 
you may judge how profitable this land is likely to fucceed, as well to yourfelf (by 
whofe direction and charge, and by whofe fervants this our difeovery hath been per¬ 
formed), as alfo to her Highnefs, and the commonwealth, in which we hope your 
wifdom will be fatisfied, confidering that as much by us hath been brought to light, as 
by thofe fmall means and number of men we had, could any way have been expeCted 
or hoped for. • 

The 1 oth of May we arrived at the Canaries ; and the 1 oth of June, in this prefent 
year, we were fallen with the iflands of the Weft Indies, keeping a more fouth-eafterly 
courfe than was needful, becaufe we doubted that the current of the Bay of Mexico, 
difboguing between the Cape of Florida and Havanna, had been of greater force than 
afterward we found it to be. At which iflands we found the air very unwholefome, 
and our men grew for the molt part ill-difpofed; fo that having refrefhed ourfelves 
wkh fweet water and frefh victual, we departed the twelfth day of our arrival there. 
Thefe iflands, with the reft adjoining, are fo well known to yourfelf, and to many 
oto§rs, as I will not trouble you with the remembrance of them. 

l i$The 2d of July we found fhoal water, where we fmelt fo fweet and fo ftrong a fmell, 
as if we had been in the midft of fome delicate garden, aboimding with all kind of 
odoriferous flowers, by which we were aflured that the land could not be far diftant; 
and keeping good watch, and bearing but flack fail, the 4th of the faid month we 
arrived upon the coaft, which we fuppofed to be a continent and firm land, and we 
failed along the fame 120 Englifh miles, before we could find any entrance, or river 
ifluing into the fea. The firft: that appeared unto us we entered, though not without 
fome difficulty, and caft anchor about three harquebuz-fhots within the haven’s mouth, 
on the ieft hand of the fame; and after thanks given to God for our fafe arrival thither, 
we manned our boats and went to view the land next adjoining, and to take poffeflioa 
of the fame in the right of the Queen’s molt excellent Majefty, as rightful Queen and 
Princefs of the fame, and after delivered the fame over to your ufe,* according to her 
Majefty’s grant and letters patents under her Highnefs’ great feal. • Which being per¬ 
formed, according to the ceremonies ufed in fuch enterprifes, we viewed the land 
about us, being, whereas we firft landed, very fandy and low towards the water fide, 
but fo full of grapes, as the very beating and furge of the fea overflowed them, of which 
we found futfh plenty, as well there as m all places elfe, both on the fand and on the 
green foilaon’the hills, as in the plains,' as well on every little fhrub, as alfo climbing 
towards this tons of high cedars, that I think in all the world the like abundance is not 
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to be found; and myfelf haying feen thofe parts, of Europe that moft abound, find 
fuch difference as were incredible to be written. 

We paffed from the fea-fide towards the tops of thofe hills next adjoining, being but 
of mean height, and from thencebwe beheld thefea on both fides, to the north and to • 
the fouth, finding no end any of both ways. This land lay ftretching itfelf to the weft, 
which after we found to be but an illand of twenty miles long, and not above fix miles 
broad. Under the bank or hill whereon we flood, we beheld the valleys replenilhed 
with goodly cedar trees, and having difcharged our harquebuz-fhot, fuch a flock of 
cranes (the moft part white) arofe under us, with fuch a cry, redoubled by many 
echoes, as if an army of men had fhouted all together. 

This illand had many goodly woods full of deer, conies, hares, and fowl, even in the 
midft of fummer, in incredible abundance. The woods are nftt fuch as you find in 
Bohemia, Mofcovia, or Hercynia, barren and fruitlefs, but the higheft and reddeft 
cedars of the world, far bettering the cedars of the Azores, of the Indies, or Lybanus; 
pines, cyprcffes, fallafras, the lentifk, or the tree that beareth the maftick, the tree that 
beareth the rind of black cinnamon, of which Mafter Winter brought from the Streights 
of Magellan, and many other of excellent fmell and quality. 

We remained by t he fide of this illand two whole days before we faw any people of 
the country; the third day we efpied one fimall boat rowing towards us, having in it 
three perfons: this boat came to the illand fide, four harquebuz-lhot rfrom our Ihips, 
and there two of the people remaining, the third came along the Ihore fide towards us, 
and we being then all within board, he walked up and down upon the point of the land 
next unto us; then the mafter and the pilot of the admiral, Simon Ferdinando, and the 
Captain Philip Amadas, myfelf, and others, rowed to the land, whofe coming this fel¬ 
low attended, never making any Ihew of fear or doubt. And after he had fpoken of 
many things not underftood by us, we brought him, with his own good liking, aboard 
the Ihips, and gave him a fliirt, a hat, and fome other things, and made him tafte of 
our wine, and our meat, which he liked very well; and after having viewed both bark% 
he departed and went to his own boat again, which he had left in a little cove or creek 
adjoining : as foon as he was two bow-mots into the water, he fell to filhing, and in lefs 
than half an hour he k had laden his boat as deep as it could fwim, with which he came 
again to the point of the land, and there he divided his fifh into two parts, pointing one 
part to the (hip, and the other to the pinnace; which, after he had (as much as he 
might) requited the former benefits received, departed out of our fight. 

The next day there came unto us divers boats, and-in one of them the king’s bro¬ 
ther, accompanied with 40 or 50 men, very handlbme and goodly people, and in their 
behaviour as mannerly and civil as any of Europe. His name was Granganimeo, and 
the king is called Wingina, the country Wingandacoa, and now by her Majflfty Vir¬ 
ginia. The manner of his coming was in this fort: he left his biats altogether, as the 
firft man did, a little from the Ihips, by the fhore, and came along to the place 'over 
againft the Ihips, followed with 40 men. When he came to the place, his fervants 
fpread a long mat upon the ground, on which he fat down, and at the other end of 
the mat four others of his company did t^e like; the reft of his men flood round about 
him, fomewhat afar off. When we came to the fhore to him with our weapons,, he 
never moved from his place, nor any of the other four, nor ever miftrufted any harm 
to be offered from us; but fitting flill, he beckoned us to come and fit by him, which 
we performed} and being fet, he made all figns bf joy and welcome, # fir!k : ny« on his 
head and his breaft, and afterwards on ours, to fhew we were all one, finding and 
making (hew, the beft he could, of all love and familiarity. After he had made a long 
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fpcecli unto us, we prefented him with divers things, which he received very joyfully 
and thankfully. None of the company durlt fpeak one Word all the time j only the 
four which were at the other end fpake one in the other’s ear very foftly. 

The king is greatly obeyed, and his brothers anil children reverenced. The king 
himfelf, in perfon, was, at our being there, fore wounded in a fight which he had 
with the king of the next country, called Wingina, and was fhot in two places through 
the body, and once clean through the thigh ; but yet he recovered ; by reafon where¬ 
of, and for that he lay at the chief town of the country, being fix days’ journey off, 
we faw him not at all. 

After we had prefented this his brother with fuch things as we thought he liked, we 
likewife gave fomewhat to the other that fat with him on the mat; but prefently he 
arofe and took all from'them, and put it into his own balket, making figns and tokens, 
that all things ought to be delivered unto him, and the reft were but his fervants and 
followers. 

A day or two after this we fell to trading with.them, exchanging feme things that 
we had, for chamoys, buff, and deer-lkins: when we (hewed him all our packet of 
merchandife, of all things that he faw, a bright tin difli moll pleafed him, which he 
prefently took up and clapt it before his breaft, and after made a hole in the brim 
thereof, and hung it about his neck, making figns, that it would defend him again!! 
his enemies’ arMws; for thofe people maintain a deadly and terrible war with the 
people and king adjoining. We exchanged our tin difli for 20 (kins, worth 20 crowns, 
or 20 nobles; and a copper kettle for 50 ikins, worth 50 crowns. They offered us 
good exchange for our hatchets and axes, and for knives, and would have given any 
thing for fwerds ; but we would not depart with any. 

After two or three days the king’s brother came on board the (hips, and drank wine, 
and eat of our meat and of our bread, and liked exceedingly thereof; and after a few 
days overpaffed, he brought his wife with him to the (hips, his daughter, and two or 
three children: his wife was very well favoured, of mean ftature and very balhful: 
flte had on her back a long cloak of leather, with the fur fide next to her body, and 
before her a piece of the fame: about her forehead flic had a band of white coral, and 
fo had her hulband many times: in her ears (lie had bracelets of pearls hanging down 
to her middle, (whereof we delivered your worftiip a little bracelet,) and thole were of 
the bignefs of good peas. The reft of her women of the better fort had pendants of 
copper hanging in either car, and fotne of the children of the king's brother, and 
other noblemen, have five or fix in either ear: lie himfelf had upon his head a broad 
plate of gold or copper; for being unpolifticd, we knew not what metal it (hould be, 
neither would hei'ufler uwby any means to take it oft' his head, but feeling it, it would 
bow eafily : his apparel was as his wife's, only the women wear their hair long on 
both Tides, and the teen but on one. They are of colour yellowifh, and their hair 
black for the moil part; and yet we faw children that had very fine auburn and chefnut 
coloured hair. * 

After that thefe women had been there, there came down from all parts great (tore 
of people, bringing with them leather, coral,^divers kinds of dies very excellent, and 
exchanged with us ; but when Granganimeo the king’s brother was prefent, none durll 
trade but himfelf; except fuch as wear red pieces of copper on their heads like him¬ 
felf, for that is the different^ between the noblemen, and the governors of countries, 
End the meaner fort. And we both noted there, and you have underftood fince by 
thefe men which we brought home, that no people in the world carry more refpe& to 
their ldng, nobility, and governors, than thefe do. The king’s brother’s wife* when 
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flie came to us (as flie did many ti mes), was followed by 40 or 50 women always, 
and when the came into the fhip, flie left them all *on land, faving her two daughters, 
her nurfe, and one or two more. The king’s brother always kept this order, as many 
boats as he would come withal to the fhips, fo many fires would he make on the 
Ihore afar off, to the end we might underftand with what ftrength and company he 
approached. 

Their boats are made of one tree, either of pine, or of pitch trees, a wood not com¬ 
monly known to our people, nor found growing in England. They have no edge-tools 
to make them withal; if they have any they are very few, and thofe it feerns they had 
twenty years fince, Which, as thofe two men declared, was out of a wreck which hap¬ 
pened upon their coalt of fome Cliriftian fhip, being beaten that way by fome ftorin 
and outrageous weather, whereof none of the people were lavad, but only the (hip or 
fome part of her being call: upon the fand, out ofwhofe fides they drew the nails and 
the fpikes, and with thofe they made their bed; inftruments. , The manner of making 
their boats is thus , they burn down, fome great tree, or take fuch as are wind-fallen, 
and putting gum and refill upon one fide thereof, they fet fire into it, and when it hath 
burnt it hollow, they cut out the coal witu their fhells, and ever where they would 
burn it deeper or wider, they lay on gums, which burn away the timber ; and by this 
means they fafhion very fine boats, and fuch as will tranfport 20 men : their oars are 
like fcoops, and many times they let with long poles, as the depth i'erve^i. 

The king’s brother had great liking of our armour, a fword, and divers other things 
which we had, and offered to lay a great box of pearl in gage for them; but we 
refilled it for this time, becaufe we would not make them know that we efteemed 
thereof, until we had underftood in what places of the country the pearl grew ; which 
now your worfliip doth very well underftand. 

lie was very juft of his promife; for many times we delivered him merchandize upon 
his word, but ever he came within the day and performed his promife. He fent us 
every day a brace or two of fat bucks, conies, hares, fifli the belt of the world. He 
fent us clivers kinds of fruits, melons, walnuts, cucumbers, gourds, peas, and divers 
roots, and fruits very excellent good, and of their country corn, which is very white, 
fair, and well tafteij, and groweth three times in five months : in May they fow, in 
July they reap ; in June they fow, in Auguft they reap ; in July they fow, in September 
they reap ; only they call the corn into the ground, breaking a little of the loft turf with 
a wooden mattock or pickaxe. Ourfelves proved the foil, and put fome of our peafe 
in the ground, and in ten days they were of 14 inches Ijigh. They have alio beans very 
lair, of divers colours, and wonderful plenty; fome growing naturally, and fome in 
their gardens ; and fo have they both wheat and oats. 

The foil is the moft plentiful, Iweet, fruitful, and wholefome of all the world, ; there 
are above 14 l'everal fweet fmelling timber trees, and the moft part of their underwoods 
are bays and fuch like; they have thofe oaks that we have, but far greater and 
better. , a 

After they had been divers times on board our fliips, myfelf with feven more went 
twenty miles into the* river that runnetl^ towards the city of Skicoak, which river they 
call Occam; and on the evening following we came to an ifland, which they call 
Raonoak, diftant from the haibour by which we entered feven leagues; and at the 
north end thereof was a village of nine houfes, built of cedar, and fortified refund about 
with fharp*trees, to keep out their enemies, and the entrance into it made i>kp a turn¬ 
pike very artificially. When we came towards it. Handing near unto the*watef 'fide, the 
wife of Granganimeo, the king’s brother, came running out to meet us very cheerfully 
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andfriendiy; her hufba&d was not then in the village; fome «£ her peoplefoecom- 
maaded to draw our boat op fhore for the beating of the billow , ; others fheappointed 
to carry us on their backs to the dry ground; and others to bring our oars into the 
houfe for fear of ftealing. When we were come into the outer room, having fivfe rooms 
in her houfe, foe caufed us to fit down by a great fire, and after took off our clothes 
and wafoed them, and dried them again; fome of the women plucked off our ftockings 
and wafoed them ; fome waihed our feet in warm water; and foe herfelf took' great 
pains to fee all things ordered in the beft manner foe could, making great hafte to drefs 
fome meat for us to eat. 

After we had thus dried ourfelves, foe brought us into the inner robm, where foe 
fet on the board Handing along the houfe, fome wheat like fermenty; fodden venifcn 
and roafted ; fifo fodden, boiled, and roafted ; melons, raw and fodden ; roots of 
divers kinds, and divers fruits : their drink is commonly water, but while the grape 
lafteth they drink wine, and for want of calks to keep it, all the year after they drink 
water, but it is fodden with ginger in it, and black cinnamon, and fometimes faffafras, 
and divers other wholefome and medicinable herbs and trees. 

We were entertained with all love and kindnefs, and with as much bounty (after 
their manner) as they could poffibly devife. We found the people molt gentle, loving, 
and faithful, void of all guile and treafon, and fuch as live after the manner of the 
golden age. T^he people only care how to defend themfelves from the cold in their 
ftort winter, and to feed themfelves with fuch meat as the foil affordeth : their meat is 
very well fodden, and they make broth very fweet and favory : their veffels are earthen 
pots, very large, white, and fweet; their difoes are wooden platters of fweet timber : 
within the place where they feed was their-lodging, and within that their idol, which 
they worfoip, of whom they fpeak incredible things. While we were at meat, there 
came in at the gate two or three men with their bows and arrows from hunting, whom 
when we efpied, we began to look one towards another, and offered to reach our 
weapons ; but as foon as foe efpied our miftruft, foe was very much moved, and caufed 
fome of her men to run out, and take away their bows and arrows and break them, 
and withal beat the poor fellows out of the gate again. When we departed in the 
evening, and would not tarry all night, foe was very forry, and gaye us into our boat 
our fupper half dreffed, pots and all, and brought us to our boat-fide, in which we lay 
all night, removing the fame a pretty diftance from the foore. She perceiving our 
jealoufy, was much grieved, and font divers men and thirty women, to fit all night on 
the bank-fide by us, and fent u? into our boats fine mats to cover us from the rain, 
ufing very many words to entreat us to reft in their houfes ; but becaufe we were few 
men, and if we had mifearried, the voyage had been in very great danger, we durft 
not venture any thing, although there was no caufe of doubt, for a more kind and 
loving people there cannot be found in the world, as far as we have hitherto had trial. 

Beyond this ifland there is the main land, and overagainft this ifland falleth into this 
fpacious water, the great river called Occam by the inhabitants, op which ftandeth a 
town called Pomeiock, and fix days journey from the fame is fituate their greateft city 
called Skicoak, which this people affirm to be vp ry great; b^t the favages were never at 
it, only they fpeak of it by the report of their fathers and other men, whom they have 
heard it affirm to be above one hour’s journey about. 

Into this *river falleth another great river called Cipo, in which there is found great 
ftore of jnufcles, in which there are pearls; likewife there defeendeth into this Occam 
another riyefe; called Nomapana, on the one fide whereof ftandeth a great town called 
ChawanoQk^^nd. <£e lord of that town and country is called Pooneno t this Pooaeno 
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k not fubfeft to the Mflg 0? Whigaadacoa, but is a free lord. Beyond this eoulitty is 
there another king, 'whom they call Menatonon, and thefe three kmgs are in league 
with each other, ‘ Towards the S. W. four days journey, is fituate a town catted 
Sequotan, which is the fouthemmoft town of Wingandacoa, near unto which 26 year^, 
pail, there was a Ihip caft away, whereof fome of the people were laved, and thole 
were white people, whom the country people preferved. 

AM after ten days remaining in an out ifland uninhabited, called Wocokon, they 
with the help of fome of the dwellers of Sequotan, fattened two boats of the country 
together, and made mails unto them, and fails of their Ihirts, and having taken into 
them fuch vi&uals’as the country yielded, they departed, after they had remained in 
this out ifland three weeks : but Ihortly after it feemed they were caft away, for, the 
boats were found upon the coaft, caft a-land in another ifland adjoining; other than 
thefe, there was never any people apparelled, or white of colour, either feen or heard 
of among thefe people, and thefe aforefaid were feen only of the inhabitants of Secotan, 
which appeared to be very true, for -they wondered marvelloully when we were amongft 
them at the whitenefs of our ikins, ever coveting to touch our breads, and to view the 
fame. Befides, they had our Ihips in marvellous admiration, and all things elfe were 
fo ftrange unto them, as it appeared that none of them had ever feen the like. When 
we difcharged any piece, were it but an harquebuz, they would tremble thereat for 
very fear, and for the ftrangenefs of the fame ; for the weapons whfoh themfelves ufe 
are bows and arrows : the arrows are but of (mail canes, headed with a fliarp Ihell or 
tooth of a filh, fufEcient enough to kill a naked man ; their fwords be of wood 
hardened ; likewife they ufe wooden breaft-plates for their defence; they have befide 
a kind of club, in the end whereof they fatten the lharp horns of a flag or other beaft* 
When they go to wars, they carry about with them their idol, of whom they aflc counfel, 
as the Romans were wont of the Oracle of Apollo. They fing fongs as they march 
towards the battle, inftead of drums and trumpets : their wars are very cruel and 
bloody, by reafon whereof, and of their civil diflenfions which have happened of late 
years amongft them, the people are marvelloufly wafted, and in fome places the country 
left defolate. 

Adjoining to *his country aforefaid called Secotan, beginneth a country called 
Pomouick, belonging to anoiher king whom they call Piemacum, and this kin g is in 
league with the next long adjoining towards the letting of the fun, and the country 
Newfiok, fituate upon a goodly river called Neus: thefe kings have mortal war with 
Wingina a king of Wingandacoa: but about two years paft there was a peace made 
between the king Piemacum, and the lord of Secotan, as thefe men which we have 
brought with us to England, have given us to underftand : but there remaineth a 
mortal malice in the Secotans, for many injuries and llaughters done upon them by 
this Piemacum. They invited divers men and thirty women of the beft of his country to 
their town to a feaft, and when they were altogether merry, and praying before their fool 
(which is nothing, elfe but a mere illufion of the devil), the captain or lord of the town 
came fuddenlyJjpoi\ them, and flew them every one, referving the women and children: 
and thefe two Have oftentimes fmcepeduaded us to furprize Piemacum his town, having 
promifed and affured us, that there will be found in it great ftore of commodities : but 
whether their perfuafion be to the end they may be revenged of their enemies, or for 
the love they bear to us, we leave that to the trial hereafter/ * 

Beyond this ifland called Roanoak, are main iflands very plentiful »f ft inland other 
natural increafes, together with many towns and villages, along the fide of the continent, 
fome bounding upon the iflands, and fome ftretching up further into the 
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When we firft had fight of this country, fome wi few to be 

the continent : but after we entered'into the havem we few before oSapother might# 
long tea j for there iyeth along the coaft a traft cftfltptds, too mikt % >tit * T 
joining to the ocean fea, and between the iflands two vntrafwv*'? -* 

are entered between thetti (thefe iflands bong very narrow for the faetfe' 
places fix miles broad, in fome places tefe, in few more), then there-ia 
great fea, containing in breadth in fome places 40, and in feme to, « r 
over, before you come unto the continent : and, in this incbfed fea there mfetfoove an 
hundred iflands of divers bignefles, whereof one is 16 miles long, at wh&fe we were, 
finding it a moft pieaiant and fertile giound, repleniflied with goodly ceddrs, and (fivers 
other fwect woods, full of currants, of flax, and many other notable commodifies. 
Which we at that time had no leifure to view. Befides this ifland there are many, as f 
have fajd, fome of two, of three, of four, of five stiles, fome more, fome lefs, moft 
Imafififorand pleafent to behold, repleniflied with de**r, conies, hares, and divers beafts, 
andabout them the goodlieft and bed filh in the w . 1, and in gi ^ateft abundance. 

x 

1* 

Thus, Sir, we have acquainted you with the particulars of our difccvery made this pre* 
fern Voyage, as for forth as the fhortneis o. rhe time we there cct nnued would afford us 
to take view of : and fo contenting ourfelve wsrh this fervice at tfu time, which we 
hope hereafter enlarge, as occafion and all: fame {hall be given, >ve refolved to leave 
the country, and to apply ourfelves to return ft England, which we did accordingly, 
find arrived fafely in the weft of England about the midi* of September. 

And whereas we have above certified you of the country taken in polfeflion by us to her 
Majefty’s ufe, and fo to yours by her Majefty’s grant, we thought good for the better 
affurance thereof to record fome of the particular gentlemen,-and men of account, who 
then were prefent, as witnefies of th£ famej that therehy ah occafion of cavil to the title 
of the country, in her Majefty’s behalf, may be prevented, which otherwife, fuch as like 
not the a&ion, may ufe and pretend ; whole names are 


Captains 


'If the Company 


Mafter Philip Amadas. 
Mafter Arthur B *rh 
f \\ illiam tireeiicvae. 
John Wood. 

James Browewich. 
Henry Greene. 

^ Benjam’n Wood. 
Simon Ferdinando. 
Nicholas Petm 
John Hewes. 


We brought home alfo two of the feyages, being lufty men, whole names weic 
'amabefe and Manteo. 
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The hy Sir Richard Grepevik, for Sir Walter Ralegh, to Virginia, in 

the Tear 1585. 

t 

r T'HE maAlfey of April, in the year aforefeid, we departed from Plymouth, our fleet 
cWiliftmg of the number of feven fails, to wit, the Tiger, of the burthen of fev^n 
fcore ton?, & iy-boatf tailed the Roe-buck, of the like burden, the Lion of 100 tons 
or thereabdhW, the > S%tabetb of 50 tons, and the Dorothy, a final! bark : whereunto 
were alfo adjpMned’fof fpeedy fervices, two fatal! pinnaces. The principal gentlemen 
of our company wgre thefe, M. Ralph Lane, M. Thomas Candilh, M. John Arundell, 
M. Raymnttd, M. Stukeley, M. Bremige, M. Vincent, and M» John Clarke, and divers 
others, whereof forae were captains, and other fome affiftants for counfcl, and good 
directions m the ventage* 

The 14th day of April we fell with Lancerota and Forteventura, ifles of the 
Canaries, and feom thence we continued our courfe for Dominica, one of the Antiles of 
the weft fitdia, wherewith we fell the 7th day of May, and the 10th day following we 
came to anchor at Cotefa, a little ifland fituated near to the Ifland of S. John, where we 
landed and fftfrelhed ourfelves all that day. 

The 1 iijft day of May we came to an anchor in the bay of Molkito^ in the Ifland of 
S. John, Wtdfln a faulcon {hot of the Ihore; where our general, Sir Richard Greeneviie, 
and the mutjfc part of our company landed, and began to foaify very near to the fea 
fide; the ran by the one fide of our fort, anu the other two fides were environed 
with woods. 

The 1 ith day, vbegan to build a new pinnace within the fort, with the timber that 
we then fe|!ed in the country, feme part whereof we fetcht three miles up in the land, and 
brought ft-to our fort upon trucks, the Spaniard not dating to make 01 offer refiftance. 

The iS*h day, there appeared unto us out of the woods, eight hotfemen of the 
Spaniai da, about a quarter of a mile from our fort, flaying about halt an hour in viewing 
our foi ces | but as foon as they faw ten of our {hot marching towards them, they pre- 
iently retired into the woods, 

l he ibdt day, Mafter Cnndilh, who had been fepaiated from our fleet in a floral in 
the bay a*‘Portugal, arrived a&Cotefa, within the light of the Tiger; we thinking him 
afar off to be either a Spaniard or a French man of war, thought it good to weigh 
anchors, tfOd to go room with him, which the Tiger, did, and difeerned him at laft to 
be one of pit? contorts ; for joy of whofe coming, our {hips difeharged their ordnance, 
and faluted him according to toe manner of the leas. 

The 2 44 day, so other Spanilh horfemen flit wed themfolves to us upon the other fide 
of the riv^fjj who being feen, our general difpatched 20 footmen toward them, and 
two horfewtjm of ours, mounted oft Spanilh horfes, which we before had taken in the 
time of ouif b«ag <>n the ifland*., they {hewed to our men a flag of truce, and made 
figns to have a fark with us $ Whereupon two ol our men went half of the way upon 
the lands, fend two of theirs came and met them: the two Spaniards offered very great 
falutatiohs to our men, but began, aocWding to their Spanilh proud humours, to ex- 
poftulate with diem about their arrival and fortifying in their country, who notwfth- 
ftanding "/your men’s difcreetanfwerS were fo cooled, that (whereas they were told our, 
prindpMi^ggtion was only to furnifh ourfelves with water and viftha& and Other 
neceffaneK ^iliwreof we flood in need, Which we craved might be yfl{de 3 " i./with feir 
and friendly means, otherwife our resolution was to pra&ife force, and to relieve bur- 
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felves by thefword,) the Spaniards in conclufion feeing our men fo refolute, yielded to 
our requefl with large promifes of alf courtefy and great favour, and fo our men and 
theirs departed. 

The 23d day, our pinnace was fmilhed and launched$ which being done, our general 
faith his captains and gentlemen marched up into the country about the fpace of four 
miles, where in a plain marlh, they flayed expe&ing the coming of the Spaniards ac¬ 
cording to their promife, to furnifh us with viduals, who keeping their old cuftpfn for 
perjury and breach of promife, came not; whereupon our general fired the woods 
thereabout, and fo retired to our fort, which the fame day was fired alfo, and each 
man came aboard to be ready to fet fail the next morning. 

The 26th day, we fet fail from S. John’s, being many of us flung before upon fhore by 
the mufkitos ; but the fame night we took a Spanifh frigate, which was forfaken by 
the Spaniards upon the fight of us, and the next day in the morning very early we 
took another frigate, with gOod and rich freight, and divers Spaniards of account 
in her, which afterwards we ranfomed for good - round fums, and landed them in 
S. John’s. 

The 29th day, our lieutenant, M. Ralph Lane, went in one of the frigates which 
we had taken, to Roxo Bay, upon the S. W. fide of S. John’s, to fetch fait, being 
thither conduced by a Spanifh pilot : as foon as he arrived there, he landed with his 
men to the number of 20, and intrenched themlelves upon the lands immediately, com- 
paffing one of their fait hills within the trench; who being feen of the Spaniards, there 
came down towards him two or three troops of horfemen and footmen, who gave him 
the looking and gazing on, but durfl not come near him to offer any refiflance ; fo 
that Mafler Lane, maugre their troops, carried their fait aboard, and laded his frigate, 
and fo returned again to our fleet the 29th day, which rode at S. German’s Bay. The 
fame day we all departed, and the next day arrived in the ifland of Hifpaniola. 

The firft day of June, we anchored at Ifabella on the north fide of Hifpaniola. 

The 3d day of June, the governor of Ifabella, and the captain of the Port de Plata, 
being certified by the reports of fundry Spaniards, who had been well entertained 
aboard our fhips by our general, that in our fleet were many brave and gallant gentle¬ 
men, who greatly defired to fee the governor afoiefaid, he thereupon fent gentle com¬ 
mendations to our general, promihng within few days to come to him in perion, which 
lie performed accordingly. «, 

The 5th day, the aforefaid governor, accompanied with a lufly friar, and 20 othet 
Spaniards, with their friends and negroes, came down to the fea fide, where our fhips 
rode at anchor ; who being feen, our general manned immediately the moft part of his 
boats with the chief men ol our fleet, every man appointed and furnifhed in the belt 
fort. At the landing of our general, the Spanifh governor received him very courteoufly, 
and the Spanifh gentlemen fainted our Englifh gentlemen, and their inferior fort did 
alfo falute our foldiers and feamen, liking our men, and likewife their qualities, 
although at the firll they feemed to Hand in fear of us, and of fo many of our boats, 
whereof they defired that all might not land their men, yet in thtj end, the courtefies 
ihat palfed on both fides were lb great, that all fear and miflrufl on the Spaniards part 
was abandoned. " 

Ifr the mean time, while our Englifh general and the Spanifh governor difeourfed 
betwixt them of divers matters, as of the flate of the country, the multitude of the 
tofaris aijd people, and the commbdities of the ifland $ our men provided two 
bahqttedh^ covered with green boughs, the one for the gentlemen, the other 
(fed a fumptuous banquet was brought in, ferved by us all in plate, 

8 with 
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with the found of trumpets, and concert of mufic, .wherewith the Spaniards were more 
than delighted. Which banquet being ended, the Spaniards in rftcompence of our 
cturteiy, caufed a great herd of white bulls and kine to be brought together from the 
mountains, and appointed for every gentleman and captain that would ride, a horfe ready ** 
faddled, and then fmgled out three of the belt of them, to be hunted by horfcmen after 
their manner, fo that thepaftime grew very pleafant for thefpace of three hours, wherein 
all three of the bcafts were killed, whereof one took the fea, and there was llain with a 
ihtrfket. After this fport many rare prefents and gifts were given and beftowed on both 
parts, and the next .day we played the merchants with them by way of truck and ex¬ 
change of divers of their commodities, as horfes, mares, kine, bulls, goats, fwine, ifteep, 
bull-hides, fugar, ginger, pearl, tobacco, and fuch like commodities of the ifland. 

The 7th day we departed, with great good will from the Spaniards, fiom the ifland 
of Hifpaniola: but the wifer fort do impute this great (hew of friendfhip and courtefy 
ufed towards us by the Spaniards, rather to the force that we were of, and the 
vigilance and watchlulneft that was 'amongft us, than to any hearty good will, or fure 
fiiendly entertainment ; for doubtlefs if they had been ftronger than we, we might 
have looked for no better courtefy at their hands, than mafter John Hawkins received 
at S. John de Ulva, or John Oxnam near the Streights of Darien, and divers others of 
our countrymen in other places. 

The 8th day, we anchored at a fmall ifland to take feals, which iit that place we 
underflood to have been in great quantity, where the general and certain others with 
him in the pinnace were in very great danger to have been all call away, but by the 
help of God, they efcaped the hazard, and returned aboard the Admiral in fafety. 

The 9th day, we arrived and landed in the Ifle of Caycos, in which ifland we fearched 
for fait ponds, upon the advertifement and information of a Portugal: who indeed 
abufed our general and us, deferving a halter for his hire, if it had fo pleafed us. 

The 12th, we anchored at Guanima, and landed. 

The 15th and i6fh, we anchored and landed at Cyguateo. 

The 20th, we fell in with the main of Florida. 

The 23d, we were in great danger of a wreck on a beach called the Cape of Fear. 

The 24th, we came to anchor in a harbour, where we caught in one tide fo much fifh 
as would have yielded us 20 pounds in London : this was our firft landing in Florida. 

The 26th, we came to anchor at Wococon. 

The 29th, we weighed anchor to bring the Tiger into the harbour, where through 
the unfkilfulnefs of the mafter, whofe name was Fernando, the Admiral (truck on 
ground and funk. 

The 3d of July, we fent word of our arriving at Wococon, to Wingina at Roanoak. 

The 6th, M. John Arundell was fent to the mam, and Manteo with him ; and Captain 
Aubrey and Captain Boniten the fame da) were fent to Croatoan, where they found 
two ol our men left there with 30 other, by Captain Raymond, fome 20 days before. 

The 8th, Captain Aubrey and Captain Boniten returned, with two of our inert 
found by them, to us at Wococon. 

The 1 ith day, the general accompanied in his tilt boat with Mafter John Aruijdell, 
Mafter Stukeley, and divers other gentlemen, Mafter Lane, Mafter Candilh. Mafter 
Hariot, and’ 20 others in the new pinnace. Captain Amadas, Captain Clarke, with 
10 others in a (hip boat, Francis Brook and John White in another drip fcoat, paft^d 
over the toater from Wococon to the main land, victualled for eight days*, in;♦^^voyatfe.- 
we firft difeovered the towns of Pomeiok, Aquafcogoc, and Secotan, 
lake called by the favages Paquipe, with divers other places, and ft? murne£ with im' 
difeovery to our fleet. 4 


The 



GREENVItE’s VOYAGE TO VTROiNtAi 


574 

The rath, we came to the town of Pomeiok. 

The 13th, weffcflcd by water to Aquafcogok. 

The 15th, we came to Secotan, and were well entertained there of the favagfefe. , 

The 16th, we returned thence, and one of our boat* with the Adtniral Wag fettt to 
Aquafcogok, to demand a filver cup which one of the favages had ftolen from us, and 
receivingit according to his promife, we burnt and fpoiled their corn and town, ail 
people being fled. 

The 18th, we returned From the difcovery of Secotan, and the fame day came aboard 
our fleet riding at Wococon. 

The 21 ft, our fleet anchoring at Wococon, we weighed anchor for Hatorafke. 

The 27th, our fleet anchored at Hatorafke, and there we refted. 

The 29th, Grangino, brother to king Wingina, came ox^ board the Admiral, and Man* 
teo with him. 

Auguft the 2d, the Admiral was fent to Weapomeiok. 

The 5th, M. John Arundell was fent for England. 

The 25th, our general weighed anchor, and fet fail for England. 

About the 31ft, he took a Spanilh fhip of 300 ton, richly loaden, boarding her with a 
boat made with boards of chelts, which fell afunder and funk at the (hip’s fide, as foon 
as ever he and his men were out of it. 

The 10th of'September, by foul weather, the general then (hipped in the prize, 
loft fight of the Tiger. 

The 6th of Oftober, the Tiger fell with the Lands-end, and the fame day came to 
anchor at Falmouth. 

The 18th, the general came with the prize to Plymouth, and was courteoufly received 
by divers of his wor(hipful friends. 


The Names of thofe as well Gentlemen as others, that remained one whole year in 
Virginia, under the government ofMafter Ralph Lane. 


Mafter Philip Amadas, Admiral 
of the country. 

Mafter Hariot. 

Mafter Adton. 

Mafter Edward Stafford. 

Thomas Luddington. 

Mafter Marvyn. 

Mafter Gardmer. 

Captain Vaughan. 

Mafter Kendall, 

Mafter Pridcox. 

Robert Holecroft. 

Rife Courtney. 

Mafter Hugh Rogers. 

Mafter Thomas Harvie. 

Mafter Snelling. 

Mafter Anthony Ruffe. 

Mafte* 4% ne * 

MWtefJ&fihael Polifon. 

4JMa Cage* 

{Thomas Paste. 


William Randes. 

Geoffrey Churchman. 

William Farthow. 

John Taylor. 

Philip Robyns. 

Thomas Philips. 

Valentine Beale. 

Thomas Foxe. 

Darby Glande. 

Edward Nugen. 

Edward Kelley. 

John Goftigo, 

Erafmus Clefs. 

Edward Ketchenan. 

John Linfey. 

Thomas Rottenbury. 

Roger Deane. 

John Harris. 

Francis Norris. 

Mathew Lyne. 

Edward RettelL 

Thomas 
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Thomas Wifle. 

Robert Bifcombe. 
WiUiamBackhoufe. 
William White. 
Henry Potkin. 

Deflriis Barnes. 

Jofeph Borges. 
Dougham Cannes. 
William Tenche. 
Randall Latham. 
Thomas Hulme. 
Walter Mill. 

Richard Gilbert. 
Steven Pomarie. 

John Brocke, 

Bennett Harrie. 

James Stevenfon. 
Charles Stevenfon. 
Chriftopher Lowde. 
Jeremy Man. 

James Mafon 
David Salter. 

Richard Ireland. 
Thomas Bookener. 
William Philips. 
Randal Mayne. 

James Skinner. 

George Efcven.. 

John C.handeler. 

Philip Blunt. 

Richard Poqre. 

Robert Yong. 
Marmaduke Conftable. 


Thomas Hefkett. 
William Waffe. 

John Fever. 

Daniel. 

Thomas Taylor. 
Richard Humfrey. 
John Wright. 

Gabriel North. 
Bennet Chappell. 
Richard Sarc. 

James Lacie. 
Smolkin. • 

Thomas Smart. 
Robert. 

John Evans. 

Roger Large. 
Humfrey Garden. 
Francis Whitton. 
Rowland Griffyn. 
William Millard. 
John Twit. 

Edward Seclemore. 
John Anwikc. 
Chriftopher Marlhall. 
David Williams. 
Nicholas Swabber. 
Edward Chipping. 
Silvefter Beching. 
Vincent Cheyne. 
Hance Walters. 
Edward Barecombe. 
Thomas Skevelabs. 
William Walters. 


An Extraft of Mafter Ralph Lane’s Letter to M. Richard Hakluyt Efquire, and another 
Gentleman of the Middle Temple, from Virginia. 

“ In the mean while you fliall underftand, that fince Sir Richard Greenvil’s departure 
from us, as alfo before, we have difeovered the main to be the goodlieft foil under the 
cope of heaven, fo abounding with fweet trees, that bring fuch fundfy rich and pleafant 
gums, grapes of fuch greatnds, yet wild, as France, Spain, nor Italy have no greater j 
fo many forts of apothecary drugs, fuch feveral kinds of flax, and one kind uke filk, 
the fame gathered of, a grafs, as common there as grafs is here. And now within 
thefe few days we have found here maize or Guinea wheat, whofe ear yieldeth corn for 
bread 400 upon one ear, and the can# maketh very good and perfeft fugar,'alfo 
terra Sarnia, otherwife terra figillata. Befides J*»at, it is the goodlieft and raoft 
pleafing territory of the world \ for the continent is of an huge and unknown great- 
nefs, and very well peopled and fowned, though faVagely, and the climate fo ivk^efomje, 
that we had not one fick figce we touched the land here. • To conclude, 'Virginia 
had but horfes and kine iffTOne reafonable proportion, I dare aflfure myfdf, Being 

5 labiieo* 
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habited with Englifh, no realm in CJjriftendom were comparable to it. For this already 
we find, that what commodities foever France, Spain, Italy, or the eaft parts do yield 
unto us, in wines of all forts, in oils, in flax, in oofins, pitch, frankincenfe, currants, 
. fugars, and fuch like, thefe parts do abound with the growth of than all 5 but being 
favages that poflefs the land, they know no ufe of the fame. And fundry other rich 
commodities, that no parts of the world, be they Weft or Eaft Indies, have, here we 
find great abundance of. The people naturally are mod courteous, and very defirous 
to have cloaths, but efpecially of coarfe cloth rather than filk, coarfe canvafs they alfo 
like well of, but copper carrieth the price of all, fo it be made red. Thus good M. 
Hakluyt, and M. H. I have joined you both in one letter of remembrance, as two that I 
love dearly well, and commending me moft heartily to you both, I commit you to the 
tuition of the Almighty. From the new fort in Virginia, this 3d of September, 1585. 

Your moft allured friend, 

“ Ralph Lane.” 

An Account of the Particularities of the Employments of the Englijhmen left in Virginia by 
Sir Richard Greenvile under the charge of Mafler Ralph Lane, General of the fame , 
from the ijtb Augujl 1585, until the 18 th of June 1586, at which time they departed 
the Country ; fent and direfted to Sir Walter Ralegh. 

THAT I may proceed with order in this difeourfe, I think it requifite to divide it into 
two parts. The firft {hall declare the particularities of fuch parts of the country within 
the main, as our weak number and fupply of things neceffary did enable us to enter 
into the difeovery of. 

The fecond part {hall fet down the rcafons generally moving us to refolve on our 
departure at the inftant with the General Sir Francis Drake, and our common requeft 
for paflage with him, when the barks, pinnaces, and boats with the mailers and mariners, 
meant by him to be left in the country for the fupply of fuch, as for a farther time 
meant to have ftayed there, were carried away with tempeft arid foul weather. In the 
beginning whereof fhall be declared the confpiracy of Pemifapan with the favages of the 
main, to have cut us off, &c. 

The Firfl Part , declaring the Particularities of the Country of Virginia. 

Firft therefore touching the particularities of the country, you fhall underftand that 
our difeovery of the fame hath, been extended from the ifland of Roanoak (the fame 
having been the place of our fettlement or inhabitation) into the fouth, into the north, 
into the N. W. aixiinto the weft. 

The uttermoft place to the fouthward of any difeovery was Secotan, being by eftima- 
lion four-fcore miles diftant from Roanoak. The paflage from thence was through a 
broad found within the main, the fame being without kenning of land, and yet full pf 
flats and fhoals: we had but one boat with four oars to pafs through the fame, which 
boat coula not carry above fifteen men, with their furniture, baggage, and victual for 
fovea days at the moft; and as for our pinnace, befides that fife drew too deep water 
far lhat {hallow found, {he would not ftir /or an oar: for thefe and other reafons 
(winter alfo being at hand) we the lght good wholly to leave the difeovery of thofe 
parts until <our ftronger fupply. 

To the northward our fartheft difeovery was to the Chefepians, diftant from Roanoak, 
jout 130 miles, the paflage to it was very {hallow and moft dangerous, by reafon of 
breadth of the found, and the little fuccour that upfty any haw was mere to be 


But 
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But the territory and foil of the Chefepiaqs (being diftant 15 miles from the 
fhore), was for pleafantnefs of feat, for temperature of climate, for fertility of foil, and 
‘for the commodity of the fea, besides multitude of bears (being an excellent good 
visual), with great woods of faflafras, and walnut trees, is not to be excelled by any, 
other whatfoever. 

There be fundry kings whom they call Weroances, and countries of great fertility 
adjoining to the fame, as the Mandoages, Tripanicks, and Opoffians, which all came to 
vifit the colony of the Englifh, which 1 had for a time appointed to be refident there. 

To the N. W. the fartheft place of our difcovery was to Chawanook diftant from 
Roanoak about 130’ miles. Our pafiage thither lyeth through a broad found, but all 
frefh water, and the channel of a great depth, navigable for good Slipping, but out of 
the channel full of fhoals. * 

The towns about the waterside fituated by the way are thefe following: Paffaquenoke, 
the Woman’s Town, Chepanoc, Weapomeiok, Mufcamunge, and Metackwem; all thefe 
beingunder the jurifdi&ion of the king of Weapomeiok, called Okifco: from Mufcamunge 
we enter into the river, and jurifdi&ion of Chawanook. There the river beginneth to 
ftraighten until it come to Chawanook, anti then groweth to be as narrow as the Thames 
between Weftminfter and Eambeth. 

BetweenMufcamunge and Chawanook upon the left hand as we pafs thither, is a goodly 
high land, and there is a town which we called The BlindTown,but thr; favages called it 
Ohanoak, and hath a very goodly com field belonging unto it; it is fubjed to Chawanook. 

Chawanook itfelf is the greateft province and l'eigniory lying upon that river, and the 
very town itfelf is able to put 700 fighting men into the field, befides the forces of the 
province itfelf. 

The king of the faid province is called Menatonon, a man impotent in his limbs, but 
otherwife for a favage,a very grave and wife man, and of a very Angular good difcourfe 
in matters concerning the ftate, not only of his own country, and the difpofition of his 
own men, but alfo of his neighbours round about him as well far as near, and of the 
commodities that each country yieldelh. When I had him prifoner with me, for two 
days that we were together, he gave me more underftanding and light of the country, 
than 1 had received by all the fearches and favages, that before I or any of my 
country had had conference with : it was in March laft part, 1586. Amongft other things 
he told me, that going three days journey in a canoe up his river of Chawanook, and 
then defcending to the land,, you are within four days journey to pafs over land N. E. 
to a certain’s king’s country, whofe province lyeth upon the fea, but his place of 
greateft ftrength is an ifland fituated, as he defcribed unto me, in a bay, the water 
round about the ifland very deep. 

Out of this bay he fignified unto me, that this king had fo great quantity of pearl, 
and doth fa ordinarily take the fame, as that not only his own fkins that he weareth, 
and the better fort of his gentlemen and followers are full fet with the faid pearl, but 
alfo his beds and houfes are garnifhed with them; and that he hath fuch quantity of 
them, that it is a wonder to fee. 

He (hewed me that the faid king was with him at Chawanook two years before, and 
brought him certain pearl, but the fame‘of the worft fort, yet was he fain to buy* them 
of him for copper at a dear rate, as he thought. He gave me a rope of the fame pearl, 
but they were black and nought, yet many of them were very great, and a 'few amongft 
a tiuinbef very orient and round ; all which I loft with other things, of luirO, Coming 
aboard Sir Francis Drake his fleet: yet he told me that the laid king-had great flare 
of pearl that were white, great, and round, and that his black pearl his men did take out 
of lhallow water, but the white pearl his men filhed for in very deep water.' 

vox., xn. 4 K 



CREENVILe’s VOYAGE TO VIRGIN!At 


57 8 

It feemed to me by his fpeech, that the faid lung had traffick with white meii that had 
cloaths as we have, for thefe white pearl, and that was the feafon that he would not 
depart with other than with black pearls, to thofe of the fame country. 

The king of Chawanook promifed to give me guides to go over land into that 
king’s country whenfoever I would; but he advifed me to take good ftore of men with 
me, and good ftore of victuals, for he faid that the king would be loth to fuffer any 
ftrangers to enter into his country, and efpecially to meddle with the fifhing for any 
pearl there, and that he was able to make a great many of men into the field, which 
he faid would fight very well. 

Hereupon I refolved with myfelf, that if your fupply had come before the end of 
April, and that you had fent any ftore of boats or men, to have had them made in any 
reafonable time, with a fufficient number of men and victuals to have found us until the 
new corn were come in, I would have fent a fmall bark with two pinnaces about by 
fea to the northward to have found out the bay he fpake of, and to have founded the 
bar if there were any, which Ihould have ridden there in the faid bay about that ifland, 
while I with all the fmall boats I could make, and with 200 men, would have gone up 
to the head of the river of Chawanook with the guides that Menatonon would have given 
me, which I would have been allured Ihould have been of his belt men (for I had his belt 
beloved fon prifoner with me') who alfo Ihould have kept me company in an handlock 
with the reft, font by foot, all the* voyage over land. 

My meaning was further at the head of the river in the place of my defcent where I 
would have left my boats, to have raifed a fconfe with a final! trench, and a palifado upon 
the top of it, in the which, and in the guard of my boats I would have left 25 or 30 men ; 
with the reft would I have marched with as much victual as every man could have carried, 
with their furniture, mattocks, fpades and axes, two days journey. In the end of my 
march, upon fome convenient plot would I have raifed another fconfe according to the 
former, where I would have left 15, or 20. And if it would have fallen out con¬ 
veniently, in the way I would have raifed my faid fconfe upon fome com field, that 
my company might have lived upon it. 

And fo I would have holden this courfc of infconfing every two days march, until 
1 had been arrived at the bay or port he fpake of; which finding to be worth the 
poflbffion, I would there have raifed a main fort, both for the defence of the harbour, 
and our fhipping alfo, and would have reduced our whole habitation from Ronaoak, 
and from the harbour and port there (which by proqf is very naught), unto this 
other beforementioned, from whence, in the four days march before fpecified, could I 
at all times return with my company back unto my boats riding under my fconfe, very 
near whereunto direftly from the weft, runneth a moft notable river, and in all thofe parts 
moft famous, called the river of Moratoc. This river openeth into the broad found of 
‘Weapomeiok. And whereas the river of Chawanook, and all the other found sand bays, 
fait and frefh, fhew no current in the world in calm weather, but are moved altogether 
with the wind: this river of Moratoc hath fo violent a current- from the welt and 
S. W. that it made me almoft of opinion that with oars it would fcarce be navigable: 
it paffeth with many creeks and turnings, and for the fpace of thirty miles rowing and 
nlbre, it is as broad as the Thames betwixt Greenwich and the Ifle of Dogs, in fome 
place more^ and in fome lefs : the current runneth as ftrong, being entered fo high into 
as at London bridge upon % vale water. 

Ifor that *not only Menatonon, but alfo the favages of Moratoc thehtfelves do 
ffcrartjjd things of the head of that river, said that from Moratoc itfelf, which is 
ipal town upon that river, it is thirty days as fome of them fay, and fome fay 
8 forty 
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forty days voyage to the head thereof, which head thjy fay fpringeth out of a main rock in 
that abundance,that forthwith it maketh a moft violent ftream; and further, that this huge 
rock ftandeth fo near unto a fea, that manya times in ftorms (the wind coming outwardly 
from the fea) the waves thereof are beaten into the faid freih ftream, fo that the frefn 
water for a certain fpace groweth fait and brackiih. I took a refolution with myfelf, 
having difmified Menatonon upon a ranfom agreed for, and fent his fon into the pinnace 
to Roanoak, to enter prefently fo far into that river with two double wherries, and 
forty perfons one or other, as I could have victual to carry us, until wc could meet with 
more either of the Moratoks, or of the Mangoaks, which is another kind of fa rages, 
dwelling more ft) the weftward of the faid river: but the hope of recovering more victual 
from the favages made me and my company as narrowly to efcape ftarving in that dif- 
covery before our return, as ever men did, that miffed the famfe. 

For Pemifapan, who had changed his name of Wingina upon the death of his brother 
Granganimo, had given both the Choanifts and Mangoaks word of my purpofe touch- 
ing them, I having been enforced t» make him privy to the fame, to be ferved by him 
of a* guide to the Mangoaks, and yet he did never reft to folicit continually my going 
upon them, certifying me of a general affembly even at that time made by Menatonon 
at Chawanook of all his Weroances, and allies to the number of 3000 bows, preparing 
to come upon us at Roanoak, and that the Mangoaks were alfo joined in the fame 
confederacy, who were able of themfelves to bring as many more to, the enterprize. 
And true it was that at that time the affembly was holden at Chawanook aBout us, as 
I found at my coming thither, which being unlooked for, did fo difinay them, as it 
made us have the better hand at them. But this confederacy againft us of the Choanifts 
and Mangoaks was altogether and wholly procured by Pemifapan himfclf, as Menatonon 
confeffed unto ine, who fent them continual word, that our purpofe was fully bent 
to deftroy them: on the other fide he told me, that they had the like meaning to¬ 
wards us. 

He in like fort having fent word to the Mangoaks of my intention to pafs up into 
their river, and to kill them (as he faid), both they and the Moratoks, with whom before 
we were entered into a league, and they had ever dealt kindly with us, abandoned 
their towns along tfye river, and retired themfelves with their women, and their com 
within the main; infomuch as having paffed three days voyage up the river, we could 
not meet a man, nor find a grain of corn in any their towns : whereupon confidering 
with myfelf that we had but two days viflual left, and that we were then 160 miles 
from home, befides cafualty of contrary winds or ftoums, and fufpe&ing treafon of our 
own favages in the difeovery of our voyage intended, though we had no intention to 
be hurtful to any of them, otherwife than for our copper to have had corn of them : I 
at night upon the corps of guard, before the putting forth of centinels, advertifed the 
whole company of the cafe we ftood in for victual, and of mine opinion that we were 
betrayed by our own favages, and of purpofe drawn forth by them upon vain hope 
to be in the end ftarved, feeing all the country fled before us, and therefore while we 
had thofe two days victual left, I thought it good for us to make our return home¬ 
ward, and that it were neceffary for us to get the other fide of the found Weapomeiok 
in time, where we might be relieved upoh the wears of Chypanum, apd the Woihen’s 
Town, although the people were fled. 

Thus much I fignified unto them, as the fafeft way : neverthelefs I did rofer it to the 
greater number of voices, whether we fhould adventure the fpendigg of pur whole 
vi&ual in fome further view of that moft goodly river, in hope to meet with iome better 
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hap, or otherwife to retire ourfelves- back again. And for that they might be the 
better advifed, I willed them to deliberate all night upon the matter, and m the morn¬ 
ing at our going aboard to fet our courfe according to the defires of the greater part. 
Their refolution fully and wholly was (and not three found to be of the contrary 
opinion) that whiles there was left but one half pint of corn for a man, we ffiould not 
leave thefearch of that river, and that there were in the company two maftiffs,. upon 
the pottage of which with faflafras leaves (if the worft fell out) the company would 
make fhift to live two days, which time would bring them down the current to the 
mouth of the river, and to the entry of the found, and in two days inorp at the furtheft 
they hoped to crofs the found, and to be relieved by the wcares, which two days they 
would fall rather than be drawn back a foot till they had feen the Mangoaks, either 
as friends or foes. This refolution of theirs did not a little pleafe me, fince it came 
of fhemfelves, although for miftruft of that which afterwards did happen, I pretended 
to have been rather of the contrary opinion. 

And that which made me moil defirous to have fome doings with the Mangoaks 
either in friendfhip,or other wife to have had one or two of them prifoners, was, for that 
it is a thing moft notorious to all the country, that there is a province, to the which the 
faid Mangoaks have recourfe, and traffic up that river of Moratoc, which hath a mar¬ 
vellous and moft ftrange mineral. This mine is fo notorious amongft them, as not 
only to the favsges dwelling up the faid river, and alfo to the favages of Chawanook, 
and all them to the weftard, but ali'o to all them of the main: the country’s name is of 
fame, and is called Chaunis Temoatan. 

The mineral they fay is Waffador, which is copper, but they call by the name of 
Waffador every metal whatfoever: they fay it is the colour of our copper, but our 
copper is better than theirs ; and the reafon is for that it is redder and harder, whereas 
that of Chaunis Temoatan, is very foft and pale : they fay that they take the faid metal 
out of a river, that falleth very fwift from high rocks and hills, and they take it in 
{hallow water ; the manner is this. They take a great bowl, by their defeription as 
great as one of our targets, and wrap a fkin over the hollow part thereof, leaving one 
part open to receive in the mineral: that done, they watch the coming down of the 
current, and the change of the colour of the water, and then fuddtnly chop down the 
bowl with the fkin, and receive into the fame as much ore as will come in, which is 
ever as much as their bowl will hold, which prefently they call into a fire, and forth¬ 
with it melteth, and doth yield in five parts, at the firit melting, two parts of metal for 
three parts of ore. Of this metal*the Mangoaks have fo great ftore, by report of all the 
favages adjoining, that rhey beautify their houfes with great plates of the fame: and this 
to be true, I received by report of all the country, and particularly by young Skiko, 
the king of Chawanook’s fon, my prifoner, who alio himfelf had been prifoner with 
the Mangoaks, and fet down all the particularities to me before mentioned : but he had 
not been to Chaunis Temoatan himfelf; for he faid it was twenty days journey over 
land from the Mangoaks to the faid mineral country, and that they palled through 
certain other territories between them and the Mangoaks, before they came to the 
faid country. „ 

Upon report of the premifes, which I was very inquifitive in all places where I came 
to take very particular information of, by all the lavage# that dwelt towards thofe 
parts, and especially of Menatonon himfelf, who in every thing did very particularly 
inffldjto me, and pfromifed me guides of his own men, who ihould go over with me, even 
faid country of Chaunis Temoatan, (for overland from Chawanook to the 
Ms6goak$ is but one day’s journey from fun rifing to fun letting, whereas by water it 
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is feven days with the fooneft): thefe things, I fay, made me very defirous by all means 
poflible to recover the Mangoaks, and to get fome of that their copper for an effay, and 
therefore I willingly yielded to their refolution: but it fell out very contrary to all 
expectation and likelihood} for after two days travel, and our whole victual fpent.., 
lying on fliore all night, we could never fee man, only fires we might perceive 
made alongft the fliore where we were to pafs, and up into the country, until the very 
Iaft day : in the evening whereof, about three of the clock, we heard certain favages 
call, as we thought, Manteo, who was alfo at that time with me in the boat, whereof we 
all being very .glad, .hoping of fome friendly conference with them, and making him to 
anfwer them, they prefcntly began a fong, as we thought in token of our welcome to 
them : but Manteo prefently betook him to his piece, and told me that they meant to 
fight with us: which word was not fo foon fpoken by him, and the light-horfemen 
ready to put to fliore, but there alighted a volley of their arrows amongit them in the 
boat, but did no hurt (God be thanked) to any man. Immediately the other boat 
lying ready with their fiiot to fcdur the place for our hand weapons to land upon, 
which was prefently done, although the land was very high and fteep, the favages 
forthwith quitted the fliore, and betook themfelves to flight: we landed, and having 
fair and eafdy followed for a ftnall time after them, who had wooded themfelves we 
know not where ; the fun drawing then towards the felting, and being then allured 
that the next day if we would purfue them, though we might happen to meet with 
them, yet we fliould be allured to meet with none of their victual, which we then had 
good caufe to think of: therefore choofing for the company a convenient ground in 
fafety to lodge in for the night, making a ftrong corps of guard, and putting out good 
centinels, I determined the next morning before the riling of the fun, to be going 
hack again, if poiiibly we might recover the mouth of the river, into the broad found, 
which at my firft motion I found my whole company ready to aflent unto: for they 
were now come to their dog’s porridge, that they had befpoken for themfelves, if that 
befell them which did, and l therefore did miftruft we Ihould hardly efcape. The 
end was, we came the next day by n ; ght to the river’s mouth within four or five miles 
of the fame, having rowed in one clay down the current, as much as in four days we had 
done againfl the fume: we lodged upon an ifland, where we had nothing to cat but: 
pottage of faflafras leaves, the like whereof for a meat was never ufed before as I 
think. 

The broad found we had to pafs the next day all frelh and falling : that day the 
wind blew fo ftrongly, and the billow fo great, that there was no poflibility of pafiage 
without finking of our boats. This was upon an Earter eve, which was failed very 
truly. Upon Eafter-day in the morning the wind coming very calm, we entered the 
found, and by four of the clock were at Chipanum, whence all the favages that we had left 
there were fled, but their weares did yield us fome fifh, as God was pieafed not utterly 
to fuffer us to be loft; for fome of our company of the light-horfemen were far fpent. 
The next morning we arrived at our home Roanoak. 

I have fet down this voyage fomewhat particularly, to the end that It may appear unto 
you (as true it is) that there wanted ^10 great good-will from the moft to tl\e leaft 
amongft us, to have perfected this difeovery of the mine : for that the difeovery of a 
good mine, by the goodrUfs of God, or a paflage to the South Sea, or fome way to it,, 
and nothing elfe can bring this country in requgft to be inhabited by our hation. And 
with the difeovery of cither of the two above Ihewed, it will be the melt Tweet and 
healthfuieft climate, and therewithal the moft fertile foil (being manured) ip the world: 

and. 
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and then with faflafras, and many other roots and gums there found, make good mer¬ 
chandize and lading for (hipping, which otherwife will not of theml'elves be worth 
the fetching. 

., Provided alfo that there be found out a better harbour than yet there is, which 
mud be to the northward if any there be, which was my intention to have fpenl this 
fummer in the fearch of, and of the mine Chaunis Temoatan. The one I would have 
done, if the barks that I fhould have had of Sir Francis Drake, by his honourable 
courtefy, had not been driven away by ftorm, the other if your fupply of more men 
and fotne other neceflaries had come to us in any convenient fufficiency : for this river 
ofMoratico promifelh great things, and by the opinion of M.Hariots, the head of it by the 
deicription of the country, either rifeth from the Bay of Mexico, or eli’e from' very near 
unto the fame, that opene'th out into the South Sea. 

And touching the mineral, thus doth M. Youghan affirm, that though it be but 
copper, feeing the favages are able to melt it, it is one of the richelt minerals in 
the world. 

Wherefore a good harbour found to the northward, as before is faid, and from 
thence four days over land, to the river of Choanoak fconces being raifed, from whence 
again over land through the province of Choanoak one day’s voyage to the firft town 
of the Mangoaks up the river Moratico by the way, as alfo upon the faid river for the 
defence of our boats like fconfes being fet, in this courfe of proceeding you (hall 
clear yourfelf from all thofe dangers and broad (hallow founds before mentioned, and 
again within four days travel into the heart of the main 200 miles at the lead, and fo pafs 
your difeovery into that mod notable country, and to the likelieft parts of the main, with 
far greater felicity than otherwife can be performed. 

Thus, Sir, I have though Amply, yet truly fet down unto you, what my labour 
with the red of the gentlemen, and poor men of our company (not without both pain 
and peril, which the Lord in his mercy many ways delivered us from) could yield unto 
you, which might have been performed in fome more perfe&ion, if the Lord had been 
pleafed that only that which you had provided for us, had at the fird been left with 
us, or that he had not in his eternal Providence now at the lad fet fome other courfe 
in thefe things, than the wifdom of man could look into ; which*, truly the carrying 
away by a mod drange and unlooked-for dorm of all ouri provifion, with barks, 
mader, mariners, with fundry alfo of mine own company, all having been fo courte- 
ouily fupplied by the General Sir Francis Drake, the lame having been mod fuffident 
to have performed the greated part of the premifes, mud ever make me to think the 
hand of God only (for fome his good purpofe to myfelf yet unknown) to have been 
in the matter. 

The Second Part, touching the Con/piracy of Panifapan, the Difeovery of the fame , and 
at the lajl, of our Requeji to depart with Sir Francis Drake for England. 

Enfenore, a favage, father to Pemifapan, being the only friend to our nation that 
we hadamongd them and about the king, died the 20th of April 1586. He alone 
had before oppofed himfelf in their confultations againd all matters propofed againd us, 
which both |he king and all the red of them after Grangemoe’s death, were very 
willing tc* have preferred. And he was not only by the mere Providence. of God 
during hjslife, a mfean to fave us from hurt, as poifonings and fuch like, but alfo to do 
us very graft good,'and Angularly in this. 


The 
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The king was advifed and of himfeif difpofetj, as of a ready mean to have affuredly 
brought us to ruin in the month of March 1586, hitnfelf alfo with all his favages to 
have run away from us, and to have left his ground in the ifland unfcwed: which if he 
had,done, there had been no poffibility in common reafon (but by the immediate hand 
of God) that we could have been preferved from ftarving out of hand. For at that 
time we had no weares for fiih, neither could our men (kill of the making of them, 
neither had .we pne grain of corn for feed to put into the ground. 

In mine abfence on my voyage that I had made againft the Chaonifts and Mangoaks, 
they had raifed a bruit among themfelves, that I and my company were part flain, 
and part ftafved by the Chaonifts and Mangoaks. One part of this taie was too 
true, that I and mine were like to be ftarved, but the other falfe. 

Neverthelefs until my return it took fuch efleft, and in thofe againft us, that they 
grew not only into contempt of us, but alfo (contrary to their former reverend opinion 
in Ihew, of the Almighty God of heaven, and Jefus Chrift whom we ferve and worlhip, 
whom before they would acknowledge and confefs the only Godi now they began to 
blafpheme, and flatly to fay, that our Lord God was not God, fince he fullered us to 
fuftain much hunger, and alfo to be killed of the Renapoaks, for fo they call by that 
general name all the inhabitants of the whole main, of what province foever. Info- 
much as old Enfenore, neither any of his fellows could for his fake have no more credit 
for us; and it came fo far that the king was refolved to have prefpntly gone away as 
is aforefaid. 

But even in the beginning of this bruit I returned, which when he faw contrary to 
his expe&ation, and the advertifement that he had received, that not only my life, and 
my company were all lafc, but alfo by report of his own three favages which had been 
with me befides Manteo in that voyage, that is to fay Tetepano, his filler’s hufband 
Eracano, and Coffine, that the Chaonifts and Mangoaks (whofe name and multitude be¬ 
fides their valour is terrible to all the reft of the provinces) durft not for the raoft 
part of them abide us, and that thofe that did abide us were killed, and that we had 
taken Menatonon prifoner, and brought his fon that he beft loved to Roanoak with 
me, it did not a little affuage all devifes againft us: on the other fide, it made En- 
fenore’s opinion to ber eceived again with greater refpe&s. For he had often before , 
told them, and then renewed thole his former fpeeches, both to the king and the reft, 
that we were the fervants of God, and that we were not fubjeft tp be deftroyed by 
them ; but contrary-wife, that they amongft them that fought our deftruftion, {horrid 
find their own, and not be able to work ours, and that we being dead men were 
able to do them more hurt, than now we could do being alive, an opinion very confi¬ 
dently at this day holden by the wile ft amongft them, and of their old men, as alfo, 
that they have in the night, being 100 miles from any of us, in the air been {hot 
at, and ftrucken by fome men of ours, that by ficknefs had died among them, and 
many of them hold opinion, that we be dead men returned into the world again, 
and that we do not remain dead but for a certain time, and then we return again. 

All thefe Ipeeches then again grew in full credit with them, the king, and all, 
touching us, when he faw the fmall troop returned again, and in that fort from thofe 
whofe very names were terrible unto them : but that which made up the matter at 
that time was an accident; yea rather (as all the reft was) the good Providence of the 
Almighty for the faving of us; which was this. 

Within certain days after my return from tile laid journey, Meaatorfo^ rent a mef- 
fenger to vifit his fon the prifoner with me, and fent me certain pearl for a prefent, or 

rather 
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rather, as Pemifapan told me, for the,.ranfom of his fon, and therefore I refufed them: 
hut the greatefl caufe of his fending them was to fignify unto me, that he had com¬ 
manded Okilko king of Weapomiok, to yield himfelf fervantand homager to the great 
..Weroanza of England, and after her to Sir Walter Ralegh ; to perform which com¬ 
mandment received from Menatonon, the laid Okifko jointly with this Menatonon’s mef- 
fenger, fent twenty-four of his principalleft men to Roanoak to Pemifapan, to fignify 
that they, were ready to perform the fame, and fo had fent thofe his men to let me 
know, that from that time forward he and his fuccelfors were to acknowledge Her 
Majefty their only fovereign, and next unto her, as is aforefaid. 

All which being done and acknowledged by them all, in the prefence of Pemifapan 
his father, and all hisfavages in council then with him, it did for the time thoroughly 
(as it feemed) change him in difpofition toward us j infomuch as forthwith Enfenore 
won this refolution of him, that out of hand he fhould go about, and withal to caufe 
his men to fet up wcares forthwith for us; both which at, that prefent he went in hand 
withal, and did fo labour the expedition of it, tha'c in the end of April he had fowed 
a good quantity of ground; To much as had been fufficicnt to have fed our whole 
company (God blefling the ground), and that by the belly, for a whole year ; befides 
that he gave us a certain plot of ground for ourfelves to low. All which put us in 
marvellous comfort, if we could pafs from April until the beginning of July (which 
was to have bee» the beginning of their harveft) that then a new fupply out of Eng¬ 
land, or elfe our own flore would well enough maintain us: all our fear was of the 
two months betwixt, in which mean fpace if the lavages Ihould not help us with CafTaui 
and Chyna, and that our weares fhould fail us (as often they did) we might very well 
ftarve, notwithllanding the growing corn, like the flarving horfe in the liable, with the 
growing grafs, as the proverb is j which we very hardly had efcaped, but only by the 
hand of God, as it plealed him to try us. For within few days after, as before is 
faid, Enfenore our friend died, who was no fooner dead, but certain of our great 
enemies about Pemifapan, as Olacana Weroance,Tanaquiny and Wanchefemofl princi¬ 
pally, were in hand again to put their old practices in ufe againlt us, which were 
Teadily embraced, and all their former devices againfl us renewed, and new brought 
in quellion. «• 

But that of flarving us by their forbearing to fow, was broken by Enfenore in his 
life, by having made the king all at one inltant to fow his ground, no; only in the 
ifland, but alio at Dalamonquepeio in the main, within two leagues over againfl us. 
Neverthelefs there wanted no (tort of mil’chievous practices among them \ and of all 
they refolved principally of this following : 

Firft, that Okilko king ofWeapomeiok with the Mandoages fhould be moved, and with 
great quantity of copper entertained to the number of leven or eight hundred bows, to 
enterprife the matter thus to be ordered. They of Weapomeiok fhould be invited to a 
certain kind of month’s mind which they do ufe to folemnize in their lavage manner 
for any great perfonage dead, and Ihould have been for Enfenore. At this inltant alfo 
fhould the Mandoaks, who were a great people with the Chefepijns and their friends, 
lo the,numbcr of leven hundred of them, be armed at a day appointed to the main of 
Defamonquepeio, and there lying clofe, at the fign of fires, which Ihould interchangeably 
be made on both fules, when Pemifapan with his troop above named fhould have exe¬ 
cuted me, aifd fome of our Weroancesj(as they called all our principal officers) the main 
ferces of'the rell fhould have come over into the ifland, where they meant to* have dif- 
patched the relt of the company, whom they did imagine to find both difinayed and 

5 difperfed 
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difpcrfed abroad in the ifiand, feeking of crabs and fifh to live withal!. The manner of 
their enterprife was this. 

Terraquinc and Andacon two principal men about Pemifapan, and very lufly fellows, 
with twenty more appointed to them had the charge of my perfon, to fee and order 
taken for the fame, which they meant fhould in this fort have been executed. In 
the dead time of the night they would have befet my houfe, and put lire in the reeds 
the fame was covered with, meaning (as it was likely) that myfelf would have come lim¬ 
ning out of a fudden, amazed in my Ihirt, without arms, upon the inftant whereof they 
would have knocked out my brains. 

The fame order Was given to certain of his fellows, for M, Heriots: fo for all the 
reft of our better fort, all our houfes at one inftant being fet on fire as afore is faid, 
and that as well for them of the fort, as for us of the town. JNow to the end that we 
might be the fewer in number together, and fo be the more enfily dealt withal', (for 
indeed ten of us with our arms prepared, were a terror to a hundred of the belt fort of 
them), they agreed and did immediately put it in pradice, that they fhould not for any 
copper fell us any victuals whatfoever : betides that in the night they fhould fend to 
have our wearcs robbed, and all'o to caufc them to be broken, and once being broken 
never to be repaired again by them. 

By this means the king flood allured, that T muft be enforced for lack of fuftenance 
there, to diiband my company into fundry places to live upon fhell fifh, for fo the 
favages thcmfelves do, going to Hatorafk, Croatoan, and other places, fifhing and hunt¬ 
ing, while their grounds be in fowing, and their corn growing: which failed not his 
expectation. For the famine grew fo extreme among us, our weaves failing us of fifh, 
that I was enforced to fend Captain Stafford with twenty with him to Croatoan, my 
Lord Admiral’s Ifiand to ferve two turns in one, that is to fay, to feed himfelf and his 
company, and alio to keep watch if any fhipping came upon the coaft to warn us of 
the fame. 

I fent M. Pridiox with the pinnace to Ilatorafk, and ten with him, with the provofl 
marfhall to live there and alfo to wait for fhipping : alfo J lent every week fixteen or 
twenty of the reft of the company to the main over againft us, to live of CafTada 
and oyfters. 

In the mean while Pemifapan went of purpofe to Defamonquepoio for three caufes : 
the one to fee his grounds there broken up, and fowed for a fecond crop, the other 
to withdraw himfelf from my daily lending to him for fupply of victual for my com¬ 
pany, for lie was afraid to deny me anything, neither durft he in my prefence but by 
colour and with excufes which I was content to accept for the time, meaning in the end as 
I had reafon, to give him the jump once for all: but in the mean whiles, as I had 
ever done before, I and mine hear all wrongs and accepted of all excufes. 

My purpofe was to have relied myfelf with Menatonon, and the Chaonifts, who in 
truth, as they are more valiant people and in greater number than the reft, fo are they 
more faithful in tl\eir proinifes, and fince my late being there had given many tokens 
of earneft defire they had to join in perfect league with us, and therefore were 
greatly offended with Pemifapan and Weapomeiok lor making him believe fuch tales 
of us. 

The third caufe of his going to Defamonquepcio, was to difpatch his mefleugers to 
Weapomeiok, apd to the Mangoaks, as aforefaid: all which he did with g^eai impreft 
of copper, in hand, making large promifes to them* of greater fpoil. » , 

Thjyatnfwer within few days after came from Weapomeiok, which *was divided into 
two ppts; foil for the lung Okifko, who denied to be of the party for himfelf, or any 
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of his fpecial followers, and therefore did immediately retire himfelf with his force into 
the mainthe other was concerning* the reft of the faid province, who accepted of it: 
and in like fort the Mangoaks received the impreft. 

The day of neir affcmbly aforciaid at Roanoak was appointed the 10th of June: 
* all which the premiles were di!covered by Skiko, the king Menatonon’s Ion, my prifoner, 
who having once attempted to run away, 1 laid him in the bilboes, threatening to cut 
off his head, whom 1 remitted at Pemifapan’s requelt: whereupon ho being perfuaded 
that he was our enemy to the death, he did not only feed him with himfelf but alfo 
made him acquainted with all his practices. On the other fide, the young man find¬ 
ing himlcif as well ufed at mv hand, as I had means to Ihew, and* that till my company 
made much of him, he flatly difeoverod all unto me, which alfo afterwards was revealed 
unto me by one of Pemifapan’s own men, tin:: night before he was flam. 

Thefe mifehiefs being all inflantly upon me and my company to be put in execution, 
it flood me in hand to lludy how to prevent them all, alfo to fave all others, which 
were that time as aforefaid, fo far from me; whereupon 1 font to Pemifapan to put 
fufpicion out of his head, that I meant prefently to go to Croatoan, for that I had heard 
of the arrival of our fleet (although I in truth had neither heard, nor hoped for fo 
good adventure) and that 1 meant to come by him, to borrow of his men to fifh for 
my company, and to hunt far me at Croatoan, as alfo to buy fame four days provifion to 
ferve for my voyage. 

He fent me word that he would himfelf come over to Roanoak, but from day to 
day he defered, only to bring the Weapomeioks with him and the Mangoaks, whofe time 
appointed was within eight days after. 

It was the laft of May 1586, when all his own favages began to make their affembly 
at Roanoak, at his commandment lent, abroad unto them, and I refolved not to flay 
longer upon his coming over, fince he meant to come with fogood company, but thought 
good to go and vilit him with fuch as I had, which 1 relolved to do the next 
day : but that night 1 meant by the way to give them in the illand a canuifado, and 
at the inflant to feize upon all the canoes about the ifland, to keep him from 
advortifements. 

But the town took the alarm before I meant it to them: the occafion was this. I 
had fent the mailer of the light horfeinan, with a few with him, to gather up all the 
canoes in the fatting of the fun, and to take as many as were going from us to Defa- 
monquepeio, but to fuller any that came from thence, to land. lie met with a canoe 
going from the fhorc and overthrew the canoe and cut oflf two favages heads: this was 
not done fo fecretly, but he was difeovered from the fhore ; whereupon the cry arofe ; 
for in truth they, privy to their own villainous purpofes againft us, held as goodefpyal 
upon us, both day and night, as we did upon them. 

The alarm given they took themfelves to their bows, and we to our arms: fame 
three or four of them at the firll were flain with our fhot; the reft fled into the woods. 
We next morning with the light horfeman and one canoe, taking twenty-five with the 
colonel of the Chefepians, and the ferjeant major, I went to Defarnonquepcio; and being 
landed, fent Pemifapan word by one of his own favages that mei me at the fhore, that 
I was going to Croatoan, and meant to take'him in the way to complain unto him of 
Ofocon, who the night part was conveying away my prifoner, whom I had there prefent 
tied in an hand-lock. Whereupon the king did abide my coming to him, and finding 
'myfelf Amidrt feyen or eight of his principal Weroances and followers (not ‘regarding 
apy of the common fart), I gave the watch-word agreed upon (which was, CHjap ouk 
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Victory"), and immediately thofe his chief men and himfelf had, by the mercy of God 
for our deliverance, that, which they had purpofedt for us. , 

The king himfelf being Ihot through by the colonel with a piftol, lying on the 
ground for dead, and I looking as watchfully for the faving of Manteo’s friends, as others 
were bufy that none of the reft fhould efcape, fuddenly he ftarted up and ran away as’' 
though he had not been touched, infomuch as he over-ran all the company; being by the 
way fhot-thwart the buttocks by my Irifh boy with my petronell. In the end an Irifh- 
man ferving me, one Nugent, and the deputy provoft, undertook him, and .following 
him in the woods over-took him : and I in fome doubt left wc had loft both the king 
and my man Lfy ouf own negligence to have been intercepted by the favages, met him 
returning out of the woods with Pemifapan’s head in his hand. 

This fell out on the ill of June 1586, and the 8th of thefainc came advertifement 
to me from Captain Stafford, lying at my Lord Admiral’s Ifland, that lie had dift overed 
a great fleet of twenty-three fails, but whether they were friends or foes, he could not 
yet difeern. .lie advifed me to (land upon as good guard as I could. 

The 9th of the laid month he himfelf came unto me, having that night before, 
and that fame day travelled by land twenty miles; and I imift truly report of him from 
the firft to the laft, he was the gentleman that never lpared labour or peril either by land 
or water, fair weather or foul, to perform any fervice commit ted unto him. 

He brought me a letter from the General Sir Francis Drake, with a inoft bountiful 
and honourable offer for the fupply of our neceffities to the performance of the action we 
were then entered into ; and that not only of victuals, munition and clothing, but alfo 
of barks, pinnaces, and boats : they alfo by him to be victualled, manned, and furnilhed 
to my contentation. 

The 10th day he arrived in the road of our bad harbour ; and coming there to an 
anchor, the nth day I came to him, whom I found in deeds molt honourably to per¬ 
form that which in writing and meffage he had inoft courteoully offered, he having 
afbrehand propounded the matter to all the captains of his fleet, and got their liking 
and confent thereto. 

With fuch thanks to him and his captains for his care both of us and of our nation, 
not as the matter Referred, but as I could both for my company and myfelf, I (being 
afore-hand prepared what I would defire) craved at his hands that it would pleafe him 
to take with him into England, a number of weak and unfit men for my good action 
which I would deliver to him ; and in place of them to fupply me of his company*with 
oar- men, artificers, and others. 

That he would leave us fo much Ihipping and victual, as about Auguft the next 
following would carry me and all my company into England, when we had difeovered 
fomewhat, that for lack of needful provifiou in time left with us as yet remained 
undone. 

That it would pleafe him withall to leave fome fufficient mailers not only to carry 
us into England, .when time fhould be, but alfo to fearch ihe coaft for fome better 
harbour, if there were any, and efpecially to help us to fome fmall boats, and 
oar-men. 

Alfo for a fupply of calivers and weapons, match and lead, tools, apparel aftd fuch 
like. 

He having received thefe my requefts, according to h{s ufual commendable manner 
of government (as it was told me) calling his captains to counfel the r v r tf'ution was 
that I ihould fend fuch ofmy officers of my company as I ufedirt fuch matters,with then- 
notes, to go aboard with himj which were the matter of the visuals, the keeper of 
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the {lore, and the vice-treafurcr * to jvhom he appointed forthwith for me the Francis, 
being a very proper bark of feventy ton, and took prefent order for bringing of viftuab 
aboard her, for one hundred men for four months, with all my other demands whatfo- 
,ever to the uttermoft. 

And further he appointed for me two pinnaces, and four fmall boats: and that which 
was to perform all his former liberality to us, was that he had gotten the full affenfs of 
two of as fufficient experimented mafters as were any in his fleet, by judgment of them 
that knew them, with very fufficient gings to tarry with me, and to employ themfelves 
1110ft eameftly in the action, as I fhould appoint them, until the term which I promifed 
of our return to England again. The names of one of thofe mafters* was Abraham 
Kendall, the other Griffith Kerne. 

While thefe things webe in hand, the provifion aforefaid being brought, and in 
bringing aboard, my faid mafters being alio gone aboard, my laid barks having ac¬ 
cepted of their charge, and mine own officers, with others in like fort of my company 
with them (all which was difpatched by the faid general the 12th of the-laid month), 
the 13th there arofefuchan unwonted ftorm, and continued four days, that had like 
to have driven all on Ihore, if the Lord had not held his holy hand over them, and 
the general very providently forefeen the worft himfelf, then about my difpatch putting 
himfelf aboard : but in the end having driven fundry of the fleet to put to fca, the 
Francis alfo with, all my provifions, my two mafters, and my company aboard, Ihe was 
feen to be free from the fame, and to put clear, to lea. 

This ftorm having continued from the 13th to the 16th of the month, and thus 
my bark put away as aforefaid, the general coming afliore, made a new proffer unto 
me; which was a fhip of 170 ton, called the Bark Bonner, with a fufficient mailer 
and guide to tarry with me the time appointed, and visual fufficient to carry me and 
■my company into England, with all provifions as before: but he told me that he 
would not for any thing undertake to have her brought into our harbour, and there¬ 
fore he was to leave her in the road, and to leave the care of the reft unto myl'elf, 
and advifed me to confider with my company of our cafe, and to deliver prefently unto 
him in writing, what I would require him to do for us : which being within his power, 
he did affure me as well for his captains as for himfelf, Ihould. be moft willingly 
performed. 

Hereupon calling fuch captains and gentlemen of my company as then were at 
hand who were all as privy as inyfelf to the general’s offer, their whole requeft was 
to me, that confidering the cafe that we Hood in, the weaknefs of our company, the 
fmall number of the fame, the carrying away of our fu ll appointed bark, with thofe 
two efpecial mafters, with our principal provifions in the fame, by the very hand of 
God as it feemed, ftretched out to take us from thence ; confidering alfo that his 
fecond offer, though moft honourable of his part, yet of ours not to be taken, ia- 
fomuch as there was no poffibility for her with any fafety to be brought into the 
harbour, feeing further that our hope for fupply with Sir Richard Gr^envile, lb 
undoubtfully promifed us before Eafter, not yet come, neither then likely to come this 
year, confidering the doings in England for Flanders, and alfo for'America, that there¬ 
fore I would refolve mylelf with my company fo go into England with that fleet; and 
accordingly to make requeft to the general in all our names, that he would be pleafed 
Jo give us pfefent paffkge with him. Which requeft of ours, by myfelf delivered unto 
him, he Vnoft readily aflented unto ; and fo he fending immediately his pinrfaces int^ 
our'3%ul> for the fetching away of a few that there were left with our baggage, the 
weather was fo borrows, aad the pinnaoes fooften on the ground, that the moft of ail 
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we had»> with all our cards, books and writings, were by the failors cart overboard, the 
greater number of the fleet being much aggrieved with their long and dangprous anode 
in the iniferable road. 

From whence the general in the name of the Almighty, weighing his anchors (having 
bellowed usamongft his fleet), for the relief of whom he had in that florin, fuftain-'d' 
more peril of wreck than in all his former moft honourable actions again ft the Spaniards 
witli praiies unto God for all, let fail the 1.9th June 1586, and arrived in Portfniouth 
the 27th July of the fame year. 


The Third Voyage made by a Ship feat in the Year 1586, to the Relief of the Colony planted 
in Virginia , at the foie Charges of Sir Walter Ralegh. 

In the year of our Lord 1586, Sir Walter Ralegh at his own charge prepared a 
fliip of too ton, freighted with all*manner of things in moft plentiful manner, for the 
lupply and relief of his colony then remaining in Virginia; but before they fet fail 
from England it was after Ealter, fo that our colony half defpaired of the coming of 
any fupply ; wherefore every man prepared for himlelf, determining refolutely to fpend 
the refidue of their life-time in that country. And for the better performance of this 
their determination, they fowed, planted, and fet luch things as were neceflary 
lor their relief in fo plentiful a manner, as might have fufficcd them two years without 
any further labour. Thus trailing to their own harveft, they palled the fumincr till the 
loth June; at which time their corn which they had lowed was within one fortnight 
of reaping; but then it happened that Sir Francis Drake in his profperous return from the 
lacking of San Domingo, Cartagena, and Saint Auguitine, determined in his way home¬ 
ward to vifit his countrymen the Englilh colony, then remaining in Virginia. So pafling 
along the coafts of Florida, he fell with the parts Inhere our Englilh colony inhabited, 
and having efpied fome of that company, there he anchored and went aland, where he 
conferred with them of their Hate and welfare, and how things had palled with them. 
They anfwered him that they lived all: but hitherto in fome fcarcity, and as yet could 
hear of no fupply qut of England ; therefore they requefted him that he would leave 
with them fome two or throe ihips, that if fome reafouable time they heard not out of 
England, they might then return themielves. Which he agreed to. Whilft fome were 
then writing their letters to lend into England, and fome others making reports of the 
accidents of their travels each to cither, fome on land, fome on board, a great florni 
arofe, and drove the moft of their fleet from their anchors to lea, in which fliips at 
that inflant were the chiefell of the Engliih colony; the reft on land perceiving this, 
halted to thofe three fails whicto were appointed to be left there, and for fear they 
Ihould be left behind, they left all things confuledly, as if they had been chafed from 
thence by a mighty army ; and no doubt fo they were; for the? hand of God came 
upon them for tho cruelty and outrages committed by fome of them againft the native 
inhabitants of that country. .» 

Immediately after the departing of our Englilh colony out of this paradife of the 
world, the fliip above mentioned fent* and fet forth at the charges of Sir Walter 
Ralegh, and his direction, arrived at Hatoralk: who after fome time fpent in feeking 
our colony up in the country, and not finding them, returned 1 with all rfhe aforefaid 
l|provilioft into England. t ' «• 

About 14 or 15 days after the departure of the aforellid fliip. Sir Richard 
Greenviie, general <?f Virginia, accompanied with three fliips well appointed for the fame 
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voyage, arrived there: who not finding the aforefaid fhip, according to his expe&ation, 
nor hearing any news of our Englifh colony there feated, and left by him Anno 1585, 
himfelf travelling up into divers places of the country, as well to fee if he could hear 
any news of the colony left there by him the year before, under the charge of Mailer 
Lane, his deputy, as alfo to difcovcr feme places of the country : but after fome time 
fpent therein, not hearing any news of them, and finding the placed which they inhabited 
defolate, yet unwilling to lofe the poffeftion of the country which Englilhmen had fo 
long held : after good deliberation, he determined to leave fome men behind to retain 
poffieffion of the country : whereupon he landed 1 5 men in the ifle of Roandak, fur- 
nilhed plentifully with all manner of proviiion for two years, a’nd f<? departed for 
England. 

Not long after he fell with the Illes of the Azores, on fome of which iflands he 
landed, aud fpoiled the towns of all fuch things as were worth carriage, where alfo he 
took divers Spaniards. With this and many other exploits done by him in this voyage, 
as well outward as homeward, he returned into England. 


A brief and true Report of the new found Land of Virginia , of the Commodities there found, 
and to be raifed , as well merchantable as others : written by Thomas Heriot , Servant to 
Sir Walter Ralegh, a Member of the Colony, and there employed in difeovering a full 
Twelvemonth. 

Ralph Lane one of her Maje/ly’s ef 'quires, and governor of the colony in Virginia, above 
mentioned, for the time there rejident, to the gentle reader wifheth all happinefs in the 
Lord. 

Albeit (gentle reader) the credit of the reports in this treatife contained can little be 
furthered by the teftimony of one Is myfelf, through affection judged partial, though 
without defert: neverthelefs, for fo much as I have been requefted by fome my par¬ 
ticular friends, who conceive more rightly of me, to deliver freely my knowledge of 
the fame ; not only for the fatisfying of them, but alfo for the true information of any 
other whatfoever, that comes not wit ha prejudicate mind to the reading thereof; thus 
much upon my credit I am to affirm, that things univerfally are fo truly fet down 
in this treatife, by the author thereof, an actor in the colony, and a man no lefs for his 
honefly than learning commendable, as that I dare boldly avouch, it may very well pafs 
with the credit of truth, even among ft the mod true relations of this age. Which as for 
mine mvn part I am ready any way to acknowledge, fo alfo (of the certainty thereof 
alfured by mine own experience) with this my public affertion I do affirm the fame. 
Farewell in the Lord. ** 

To the adventurers, favourers, and wcll-willcrs of the enterprife for the inhabiting and 

planting in Virginia. 

Since the firft undertaking by Sir Walter Ralegh to deal in the action of dif¬ 
eovering of that country which is now called and known by fhe name of Virginia, 
many voyages having been thither made at fandry times to his great charge; as lirit, 
in the year 1584, and afterwards in the years 1585, 1586, and now of late this lail 
year 1587* there have been divers and variable reports, with fome flanderous and 
*Kbamcful fpeech^s bruited abroad by many that returned from thence : efpecially of 
thaff jfe overy which Was made by the colony tranfported by Sir Richard Greenvile in 
1 ijS j^bein'gfilbf alhothers the molt principal, and as yet of inoft elled, the time of 
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their abode in the country being a whole year, when as in the other voyages before 
they flay:.'.’ but fix weeks, and the others after wdre only for (apply and transportation, 
nothing more being difeovered than had been before. Which reports have not done a 
little wrong to many that otherwife would have alfo favoured and adventured in the 
aft ion, to the honour and benefit of our nation, beiides the particular profit and credit which” 
would redound to thtemfelves the dealers therein, as I hope by the fcquel of events, to 
the flume of ihofc that have avouched the contrary, Hull be manifelt, if you the ad¬ 
venturers, favourers and well-willers do but either increafe in number, or in opinion 
continue, or having been doubtful, renew your good liking and furtherance to deal 
therein according to the worthiness thereof already found, and as you Hull understand 
hereafter to he requifite. Touching which worthinefs, though caufe of the diver jit y of 
relations and reports, many of your opinions could not be firm, nor the minds of ibme 
that are well dilpofed be fettled in any certainty. 

I have therefore thought it good, being one that have been in the difeovery, and in 
dealing with, the natural inhabitants efpecially employed ; and having therefore feen 
and known more than the ordinary, to impart fo much unto you of the fruits of our 
labours, as that you may know how injunoufly the enterprife is flandered, and that in 
public manner at this preient, chiefly for two refpefts. 

Firft, that fome of you which are yet ignorant or doubtful of the ftate thereof, may 
fee that there is fufficient caufe why the chief enterprifer with favour of Her Majefly, 
notwithllandirig fuch reports, hath not only fince continued the aftioif, by fending into 
the country again, and replanting this laft year a new colony, but is alfo ready, according 
as the times and means will a fiord, to follow and profecute the fame. 

Secondly, that you feeing and knowing the continuance of the action, by the view 
hereof you may generally know and learn that die country is, and thereupon confider 
how your dealing therein, if it proceed, may return you profit and gain, be it either by 
inhabiting and planting, or otherwife in furthering thereof. 

And left that the fubftance of my relation fhould he doubtful unto you, as of others 
by reafon of their diversity, 1 will firft open the caufe in a few words, wherefore they 
are fo different, referring inyfelf to your favourable conflruiTions, and to be adjudged 
of, as by good confideratiuii you fhall find caufe. 

Of our company that returned, fome for their mifdemeanor and ill dealing in the 
.country, have been there worthily punilhed, who by reafon of their bad natures* have 
malicioufly not only fpoken ill oi their governors, but for their fakes flandered the 
country itfelf. The like alfo have thofe done which were of their confort. 

Some being ignorant of the ftate thereof, notwitnftanding fince their return among 
their friends and acquaintance, and alfo others, efpecially if they were in company 
where they might not be gainlaid, would feetn to know fo much as no men more, and 
make no men lo great travellers as themfelves. They flood fo much, it may feem, 
upon their credit and reputation, that having been a twelvemonth in the country, it: 
would have been it great difgrace unto them, as they thought, if they could not have 
faid much, whether it were true or ialfe. Of which fome have fpoken of more than ever 
they faw, or otherwife knew to be there. Other fome have not been afhamdd to make 
abfolute denial of that, which although not by them, yet by others is moil certainly and 
there plentifully known, and other fome make difficulties of thofe things they have no 
(kill of. ’ # 

The caufe of their ignorance was, in that thfey were of that many thr were never 
! *©ut of the ifland where we were feated, or not far, or at the leaffwife in lew places 
elfe, during the time of our abode in the country; or of that many, that after gold and 
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(liver was not fo foon found, as It wqs by them looked for, had little or no care of any 
other thing but to pamper their bellies: or of that many which had little underftanding, 
lefs dil'cretion, and more tongue than was needful or requifite. 

Some alfo were of a nice bringing up, only in cities or towns, or fuch as never (as I 
‘may fay) had feen the world before. Becaufe there were not to be found any 
Englifh cities, nor fuch fair houfes, nor at their own wifh, any of their old accuftomed 
dainty food, nor any foft beds of down or feathers, the country was to them miferable, 
and their reports thereof according. . 1 

Becaufe my purpofe was but in brief to open the caufc of the variety of fuch fpeeches, 
the particularities of them, and of many envious, malicious, and flanderohs reports and 
devifes elfe, by our own countrymen befides, as trifles that are not worthy of wife men 
to be thought upon, I mean not to trouble you withall, but will pafs to the com¬ 
modities, the fubftance offhat which l have to make relation of unto you. 

The treatife whereof, for your more ready view and cafier underftanding, I will divide 
into three {pedal parts. In the firft I will make declaration of fuch commodities there 
already found, or to be raifed, which will not only ferve the ordinary turns of you 
which are and fliali be the planters and inhabitants*, but fuch an overplus fuflicicntly to 
be yielded, or by men of fkill to be provided, as by way of traffick and exchange with 
our own nation of England will enrich yourfelves the providers ; thofe that fball deal 
with you, the cn^erpril'ers in general, and greatly profit our own countrymen, to fupply 
them with molt things which heretofore they have been fain to provide either of 
Grangers or of our enemies, which commodities, for diftin&ion fake, I call mer¬ 
chantable. 

In the fecand I will fet down all the commodities which we know, the country by 
our experience doth yield of itfclf, for viflual and fuftenance of man’s life, fuch as are 
ufually fed upon by the inhabitants of the country, as alfo by us during the time we 
were there. 

In the laft part I will make mention generally of fuch other commodities befides, as 
1 am able to remember, and as I (hall think behoveful for thofe that {hall inhabit and 
plant there, to know of, which fpecially concern building, as alfo fome other neceflary 
ufes ; with a brief defeription of the nature and manners of the people of the country. 

The Firft Part , of Merchantable Commodities. 

Silk of grafs, or grafs-filk. There is a kind of grafs in the country, upon the blades 
whereof there groweth very good filk in form of a thin glittering Ikin, to be ftripped 
off: it groweth two feet and a half high or better ; the blades are about two feet .in 
length, and half an inch broad. The like groweth in Perfia,* which is in the felf fame 
climate as Virginia, of which very many of the fxik works that come from thence into 
Europe are made. 

Hereof if it be planted and ordered as in Perfia, it cannot in reafon be otherwife, 
but that there will rife in fhort time great profit to the dealers therein, feeing there is 
fo great ufe and vent thereof as well in our country as elfewhcre.« And by the means 
of lowing and planting it in good ground, it, will be far better, greater, arid more 
plentiful than it is. Although notwithftanding there is great ftore thereof growing in 
many places f in the country naturally and wild, which alfo by proof here in England, 
in making, a piece of filk grogram, we found to be excellent good. 

\%B0pfilk. Id many of our journies we found filk worms fair and great, as big a* 
ouf -orafapty Although it hath not been our hap to have found fuch plenty 
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as elfowheiL* to be ip the country we have heard .of, yet feeing that the country doth 
naturally breed and nburilh them, there is no doubt but if art be added in planting of 
mulberry trees, and others fit for them in commodious place.s, for their feeding and 
Hoprifiiing, and fome of them carefully gathered and hulbanded in that fort, as by 
men of ildll is -known to be necefiary ; there will rife as great profit in time to the 
Virginians, as thereof doth now to the Perfians, Turks, Italians, and Spaniards. 

Flax and Hemp. The truth is that of hemp and flax there is no great ftore in any 
one place together, by reafon it is not planted, but as the foil doth yield it of itfelf, and 
howfoever the leaf and ftem or ftalk do differ from ours, the fuff by judgment of men 
of Ikill is altogether *as good as ours; and if not as farther proof fhouid find or other- 
wife, we have that experience of the foil, as that there cannot’be fliewed any reafon to the 
contrary, but that it will grow there excellent well, and by planting will be yielded plen¬ 
tifully : feeing there is fo much ground, whereof fome maybfapplied tofuch purpofes. 
What benefit hereof may grow in cordage and linnens, who cannot eafily underdand. 

Alium. There is a vein of earth along the fea coaft, for the fpace of 40 or 50 
miles, whereof by the judgment of fome that have made trial herein England, is made 
good alhun, of that kind which is called roch .alium. The richnefs of fuch a commodity 
is fo well known, that I need not to fay any thing thereof. The fame earth doth alio 
yield white coprais, nit rum , and alumen plutncum, but. nothing fo plentifully as the 
common alium, which be alfo of price, and profitable. , 

Wapeih. A kind of earth fo called by the naturiilr inhabitants, very like terra 
JigiUata, and having been refined, it hath been found by fome of our phyficians and 
chirurgions to be of the lame kind of virtue, and more effectual. The inhabitants 
ufe it very much for the cure of fores and wounds: there is in divers places great 
plenty, and in fome places of a blue fort. 

Pitch, tar, rozen and turpentine. There are thofe kinds of trees which yield them 
abundantly and great ftore. In the very fame ifland where we were feated, being 15 
miles of length, and five or fix miles in breadth, there are few trees elfe but of the 
fame kind, the whole illand being full. 

jSafiafras. Called by the inhabitants Winauk, a kind of wood of moll pleafantand 
fweet finell, and of moll rare virtues in phyfic for the cure of many difeafes. It is found 
by experience to be far better and of more ufes than the wood which is called guiacum, 
or lignum vita. For the defeription, the manner of ufing, and the manifold virtues 
thereof, I refer you to the book of Monardes, tranflated and entitled in Englilh, The 
joyful News from the Wcjl Indies. „ • ; 

Cedar. A very fweet wood, and fine timber, whereof if neft§ of chefts be there 
made, or timber thereof fittpd for fweet and fine bedfteds, tables, delks, lutes, virginals, 
and many things elfe, (of which there hath been proof made already), to make up 
freight with other principal commodities, will yield profit. ♦ 

Wine. There are two kinds of grapes that the foil doth yield naturally; the one is 
fmall and four, of the ordinary bignefs as ours in England 5 the other far greater and of 
itfelf Melons fweet. When they are planted and hulbanded as they ought, a principal 
commodityfof wines by them' may be raifed. / 

Off. There are two forts of walnuts, both holding oil: but the one far more plen¬ 
tiful than the other. W||n there are mills and other , devices for thg purpofe, a com¬ 
modity of them maybe wfed, becaufe there arerinfinite ftore. 'there art* alfo three 
feveral kinds of berries fo 1 the form of oak-acorns,' which alfo by the experierfotiand ufe 
of nhe-inhabitants, we find to yield very good and fweet oil. /J^ilfhermore, the bears 
ofvthe country are commonly very fet, and in fomeplaces there are many; their 
fatnefe, becaufe it is fo liquid, may well be termed oil, and hath marly fpecial ufes. 
yon. xii. 4 o * Furs. 
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Furs. All along the fea-coaft theje are great ftore of otters, which being taken by 
weares and other engines made for the purpofe, will yield good profit. We hope alfo 
of marten furs, and make no doubt by the relation of the people, but that in fome 
places Of the country there are ftore, although there were but two fains that came to 
our hands. Luzernes alfo we have underftanding of, although for the time we law none. 

Deer fains dreffcd after the manner of chamois, or undrefied, are to be had of the 
natural inhabitants, thoufands yearly by way of traffick for trifles, and no more wafte 
or fpoil of deer than is and hath been ordinarily in time before. 

Civet-Cats. In our travels there was found one to have been killed by a favage or 
inhabitant, and in another place the fmell where one or more had lately been before, 
whereby we gather, befides than by the relation of the people, that there are fome in 
the country ; good profit will rife by them. 

Iron. In two places 8f the country fpecially, one about fourfeore and the other 
fixfcore miles from the fort or place where we dwelt, we found near rhe water fide the 
ground to be rocky, which by the trial of a mineral-man was found to hold iron richly. 
It is found in many places of the country elfe : I know nothing to the contrary, but 
that it may be allowed for a good merchantable commodity, confidering there the fmall 
charge for the labour and feeding of men, the infinite ftore of wood, the want of wood 
and dearnefs thereof in England, and the neceffity of ballafting of fhips. 

Copper. An hundred ami fifty miles into the main, in two towns we found with the 
inhabitants divers fmall plates of copper, that had been made as we underftood by the 
inhabitants that dwell further into the country, where as they fay are mountains and 
rivers that yield alfo white grains of metal, which is to be deemed filver. For con¬ 
firmation whereof, at the time of our firft arrival in the country, I law, with fome 
others with me, two fmall pieces of filver grofsly beated, about the weight of a teftron, 
hanging in the ears of a Wiroans, or chief lord that dwelt about fourfeore miles from 
us : of whom through inquiry, by the number of days and the way, I learned that it 
had come to his hands from tne fame place or near, where I after underftood the cop¬ 
per was made, and the white grains of metal found. The aforefaid copper we alfo 
found by trial to hold filver. 

Pearl. Sometimes in feeding on mufcles we found fome pearj.: but it was our hap 
to meet with ragges, or of a pied colour: not having yet difeovered thofe places 
where we heard of better and more plenty. One of our company, a man of faill in 
fuch matters, had gathered together from among the favage people about five thou- 
fand : of which number he chofe fo many as made a fair chain, which for their like- 
nefs and uniformity in roundnefs, orientnefs, and piednefs of many excellent colours, 
with equality in greatnefs, were very fair and rare : and had therefore been prefented 
to Her Majefty, had we not by cafualty, and through extremity of a ftorm loft than, 
with many things elfe in coming away from the country. 

Sweet gums, of divers kinds. And many other apothecary drugs, of which we will 
make fpecfal mention, when we fhall receive it from fuch men of faill in that kind, that 
in taking reafonable pains, fhali difeover them more particularly than we have done, 
and than now I can make relation of, for want of the examples I had provided and. 
gathered, and are now loft, with other things, by cafualty before mentioned. 

Dies of divers kinds. There is Shoemake, well knpwn ^England for black; the 
feed of an'herb called Wafebur, little fmall roots called Chappacor, and the bark of the 
tree called by the inhabitants Tangomockonomindge; which dies are of divers forts of 
red: their goodnefs for our Englifh cloths remain yet to be proved. The inhabitants life 
them only for the Eyeing of hair, and colouring of their faces and mantles made of deer 
fains, and alfo for fhe dyeing of rufhes, to make artificial works withall in their mats and 
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baflcete: having no other thing befides that they Recount of, apt to ufe them for. If 
they will not prove merchantable, there is no doubt but the planters there (hall find 
apt ufes for them, as alfo for other colours which we know to be there. 

Woad. A thing of fo great vent and ufes among the Englifh dyers, which cannot 
be yielded fufficiently in Our own country for fpare of ground, may be planted in Vir-*’ 
ginia, there being ground enough. The growth thereof need not to be doubted, when 
as in'the iflands of the Azores it groweth plentifully, which are in the fame climate. 
So likewife of. madder. 

We carried thither fugar canes to plant, which being not fo well preferved as was 
requifite, and befides the time of the year being paft for their fetting when we arrived, 
we could not make that proof of them as we defired* Notwithftanding feeing that they 
grow in the fame climate, in the fouth part of Spain and in B&rbary, our hope in reafon 
may yet continue. So likewife for oranges and lemons. TJlere may be planted alfo 
quinces. Whereby may grow in reafonable time if the aftion be diligently profecuted, 
no fmall commodities in fugars, fuckers, and marmalades. 

Many other commodities by planting may there alfo be railed, which I leave to your 
difereet and gentle confiderations : and many alfo may be there, which yet we have 
not difeovered. Two more commodities of great value, one of certainty, and the 
other in hope, not to be planted, but there to be raifed, and in Ihort time to be pro¬ 
vided and prepared, I might have fpecified. So likewife of thofe coipmodities already 
fet down, I might have faid more; as of the particular places where they are found, 
and belt to be planted and prepared : by what means, and in what reafonable fpace of 
time they might be raifed to profit, and in what proportion ; but becaufe others than 
wellwillers might be therewithall acquainted, not to the food of the a&ion, I have 
wittingly omitted them ; knowing that to them that are well difpofed, I have uttered, 
according to my promife and purpofe, for this part fufficient. 

The Second Part; of fueh commodities as Virginia is known to yield for viftuals and 
fujienance of man's life , ufually fed upon by the natural inhabitants: as alfo by us t 
during the time of our abode ; andfirjl fuch as are [owed and hujl>anded. 

Pagatour. A land of grain fo called by the inhabitants; the fame in the Weft 
Indies is called Maize. Englifhmen call it Guinea-wheat, or Turkey-wheat, according 
to the names of the countries from whence the like hath been brought. The grain is 
about the fize of our ordinary Englifh peas, and not much different in form and fliape; 
but of divers colours, fome white, fome red, fome* yellow, and fome blue, All of 
them yield a,very white and fweet flour : being ufed according to his kind, it maketh a 
very good bread. We made of the fame in the country fome malt, whereof was brewed 
as good ale as was to be ilefired; So likewife by the help of hops, thereof may be made 
as good beer. It is a grain of marvellous great increafe : of a thoufand, fifteen hun¬ 
dred, and fome two thoufand fold. There are three forts, of which two are ripe in 
eleven or twelve weeks at the moft, fometimes in ten, after the time they are fet, and 
are then of height in ftalk about fix or feven foot. The other fort is ripe in fourteen, 
and is about ten feet high; of the ftaljcs fome bear four heads, fome three, fome 
one, and fome two, every head containing 5, 6, or 700 grains, within a few, 
more or lefs. Of thelfe grains, befide bread, the inhabitants make viftual, either by 
patching them, ox Teething them whole until they be broken, or boiling Sie^our with 
water into a pap. __ .,' 

! Okindgier, called by us beans, becaufe in greatnefs and,partly irphape they are like to 
die beans in England", faving that they are flatter, Of more divetc colours, and fome pied. 
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The leaf alfo of the ftem is much different. In tafte they are altogether as good as our 
Englilh peas. 

Wickonzour, called by us peas, in refpeft of the beans for diftinftion fake, becaufe 
, they are much lefs although in form they little differ: but in goodnefs of tafte much 
like, and-are far better than our Englifh peafe. Both the beans and peas are ripe in 
ten weeks after they are fet. They make them visual, either by boiling them all to 
pieces into a broth, or boiling them whole until they be foft, and begin to break, ‘ as is 
ufed in England, either by themfelves or mixtly together : fometime they, mingle of the 
wheat with them : fometime alfo being whole fodden, they bruife or pound them in a 
mortar, and thereof make loaves or lumps of doughilhjbread, which thejr ufe to eat for 
variety. > * 

Macokuer, according 'to their feveral forms, called by us pompions, melons, and 
gourds, becaufe they are of the like forms as thofe kinds in England. In Virginia fuch 
of feveral forms are of one tafte, and very good, and do alfo fpring from one feed. 
There are of two forts, one is ripe in the fpace of a month, and the <other in two 
months. 

There is an’ herb which in Dutch is called Melden. Some of thofe that I deferibe it 
unto, take it to be a kind of Drage : it groweth about four or five foot high ; of the 
feed thereof they make a thick broth, and pottage of a very good tafte : of the ftalk by 
burning it into allies they make a kind of fait earth, wherewith many ufe foraetimes to 
fcafdn their broths : other fait they know not. We ourfelvee ufed the loaves alfo for 
pot herbs. 

There is alfo another great herb, in form of a marigold, about fix font in height, 
the head with the flower is a fpan in breadth. Some take it to be planta fobs : ol the 
feeds hereof they make both a kind of bread,,and broth. 

All the aforefakl commodities for victual are fet or fowed ; fometimes in grounds 
apart and feverally by themfelves, but for the moft part together in one ground mixtly: 
the manner thereof, with the drelfing and preparing of the ground, becaufe I will not 
unto you the fertility of the foil, I think good briefly to deferibe. 

The ground they never fatten with much dung, or any other thing, neither plough 
nor dig it as we in England, but only prepare tt in fort as follojveth. A few days 
before they fow or fet, the men with wooden inftruments made ahnoft in form of mat¬ 
tocks or hoes with long handles; the women with Ihort peckers or parers, becaufe they 
ufe them fitting, of a loot long, and about five inches in breadth, do only break die 
upper part of the ground to raife up the weeds, grafs, and old ftubs of corn ftalks with 
their roots. The which after a day or two days drying in the 1 -'fun, being feraped up 
into many fmall heaps, to fave them labour for carrying of them, they burn into aihfis. 
And wbefeas fome may think that they ufe tho allies for to better the ground , 1 1 fay that 
then they would either difperfe the allies Abroad, which we obferved tbey do not* 
except the heaps be too great, or elfe would take fpecial care to fet their corn where 
the allies lie, which alfo we find they are carelefs of. And this is all. the hulbanding of 
their ground that they Ufe. .* ° 

Theti their fetting or fowing is after this manner : firft; for their com; beginning ar 
one corttar of the plot, with a pecker dmy make a hole,^wherein- they put four grants, 
wiih'tare that they touch not one anrififer (about an indh afunder), and cover them 
, with the moftld again, and fo thrdpfhout the whole plot, ipakhig iffuch holes, and 
ufmg thehi after fitch manner, bu^with this regard, that they be made in ranks, ’evdry 
rank differing front the other half a fathom of a yard, and' the holes alfoin nevriry rank 
as much. By this) fcteahs there is a yard fquare ground betwixt every hole ; where 
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according to difcretion here and there, they let many beans and peafe: in divers 
places alfo among the feeds of macocquer, melden and plania folis. 

'the ground being thus fet according to the rate by us experimented, an Englilh acre 
containing forty perches in length, and four in breadth, doth there yield in crof or of 
come'of com, beans and peafg, at the leaft 200 London bulhels, befides the macocquer., * 
melden ^nd planta folis : when as in England 40 bulhels of our wheat yielded out of 
fuch an acre is thought to be much. 

I thought alfo good to note this unto you, that you which fhall inhabit and plant 
there, may know how fpecially that country corn is there to be preferred before ours: 
befides themaftifold'waysin applying it. to victual, the increafe is fo much, that fmall 
labour and pains is needful in refped of that which rauft be ufed for ours. For this I 
can allure you, that according to the rate we have made proof of, one man may pre¬ 
pare and hulhand fo much ground (having once borne com before) with lefs titan 24 
hours labour, as Ihall yield him viftual in a large proportion for a twelvemonth, if he 
have nothing, elfe but that which the fame ground will yield, and' of that kind only 
which I have before fpoken of: the faid ground being alfo but of 25 yards fquare. 
And if need require, but that there is ground enough, there might be raifed out of one 
and the felf-fame ground two harveft or of-comes: for they fow or fet, and may at any 
time when they think good, from the midlt of March until the end of June: fo that 
they alfo fet when they have eaten of their full crop. In fome places of the country 
notwithftanding they have two harvefts, as we have heard, out of one and the •fame 
ground. 

For Englilh com nevertlielcfs, whether to ufe or not to ufe it, you that inhabit may 
do as you ihall have further caufe to think bell. Of the growth you need not to 
doubt: for barley, oats, and peafe, we have fecn proof of, not being purpofely fown, 
but fallen cafually in the worft fort of ground, and yet to be as fair as any we have ever 
feen here in England. But of wheat, becaufe it was mufty, and had taken falt-water, 
we could make no trial, and of rye we had none. Thus much have I digrelfed, and 
I hope not unneceflarily: now will I return again to my courfe, and intreat of that 
which yet remaineth, appertaining to this chapter. 

There is an herb which is fowed apart by itfelf, and is called by the inhabitants 
trppowoc: in the Well Indies it hath divers names, according to the feveral places and 
countries where it groweth and is ufed; the Spaniards generally call it tabacco. The 
leaves,thereof being dried, and brought into powder, they ufe to take the fume or fraoke 
thereof, by fucking it through pipes made of clay, into their ftomach and head ; from 
tykence it purgeth fuperfluous phlegm and other grofs humours, and opPneth alt the 
pGrS® and paflages of the body: by which means the ufe thereof not only preferveth 
the body from obftrudlions, but alfo (if any be, fo that they have not been of too 
long; continuance) in Ihort time breaketh them; whereby their bodies are notaMy ' pfe- 
ferved in health, and know not many grievous difeafes, wherewithal we in England 
are oftentimes afflicted. 

This uppowoc is of fo precious eftimation among them, that they think their gods are 
marvellouily delighted therewith : whereupon fometime they make hallowed fires, and 
caffe jbme, of the powder therein for a fainfice: being in a ftoxm ujlpn the waters, to 
pacify their gods, they call fome up into the air. and into the water: fo a weare for filh 
being.newly letup* they caft fome therein and into the air: alfo after *n efeape of 
dapsger^vthey caft fome niifo; the air lifeewife: but all done.w^^iycainge 

:• fomethnesdancing,idap^gipfhands, holding up pf hands* ajud.ftaripgnp into 
the heavens, uttering enerewithai, and chattering ftraAhe Words and noifes. ; s 

We 
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We ourfelves, during the time we, were there, ufed to fuck it after their tnanner; 
as alfo fince our return, and have found many rare and wonderful experiments of the 
virtues thereof: of which the relation would require a volume by itfelf: the ufe of it 
by fo many of late, men and women of great railing, as elle, and fome learned phyfi- 
' cians alfo, is fufficient witncfs. 

And thefe are all the commodities for fuftenance of life, that I know and can 
remember, they ufe to hulband: all die tha* follow, are found growing naturally 
or wild. 

Or Roots. • 

Openauk area kind of roots of round form, fome of the bignefs of walnuts, fome 
far g ater, which are found in moift and marih grounds, growing many together one 
by another in ropes, as though they wore!aliened with a ltring. Being boiled or fod- 
den, they are very good meat. Monardes calleth thefe roots beads, or 1 ‘etcr nojiri of 
Santa Helena. * • 

Okeepenauk are alfo of round lliapc, found in dry grounds: fome are of .he bignefs 
of a man’s head. They are to be eaten as they are taken out of the ground ; for by 
realon of their drynefs they will neither ioaft nor r ethe. Their afte is not fo good as 
of the former roots: notwithllanding for want of bread, and lbmetimes for variety, the 
inhabitants ufe to eat them with fifli or flefh, and ir. my judgment they do as we'' as the 
houfehold bread made of rye here, in F.ngi ml. 

Kaifhucpenauk, a white kind of riots, a.»m‘ the bigtief' of hen’s eggs, and near of 
that form : their fade was not fb good to mr fee»ni"g of tin■ other, and dmiefore 
their place and manner of growing not lo much cared for by us. r ' inhabitants, 
notwithllanding, ufed to boil and eat many. 

Tfmaw. a kind of root much like unto that which in England is called tnc ''Tina 
root, brought from the Eaft Indies. And v.e know not any thing to the contrary but 
that it may be of the fame kind. Thefe roots grow many together in great clutters, 
and do bring forth a brier ftalk. hut the leaf in fhape far unlike: which being fup- 
ported by the trees it g oweth neareft unto, will reach or climb to the top of the higtieft. 
From thefe roots while they be new or frefh, being chopped injp fmall pieces, and 
Ramped, is ftrained with water a juice that maketh b~ead, and alfo being boiled, k 
very good fpoon-meat in manner of a jelly, and is much better in tafle, if it be tem¬ 
pered with oil. This Tfinaw is not of that fort , t which by fome was caufed to be 
brought into England for the China-root: for it was difeovered fince, and is in ufe as 
is af irefaid: but that which was brought hither is not yet known, neither by us nor 
by the inhabitants, to ferve for any ufe or purpafe* although the roots in fhape are 
very like. 

Cbfcufbaw fome of our company took to be that kind of 100' which the Spaniards 
in the Weft Indies call caffavy, whereupon alfo many cal) '; :> by tf t name; it grow- 
eth in very muddy pools, and moift grounds. F ..ig di *« .: according *■<» the country 
manner, it maketh a good bread, and alfo a good fpc . -.men , and is ufed very much 
by the inhabitants. The juice of this root is poifon, . .ud tb ,r< Arc; heed mult be taken 
beforfe any thing be made therewithal, either the roots mu.lt be firft fliced and dried in 
the fun, o r by the fire,, and then being>.pounded into flour, will make good bread ; or 
clfe while they are green they are tobe pared, cut in pieces, and ftamped: loaves of 
the £ame*to be la$ near or over the fire until it be four; and then being wcll’pounded 
again, bread or fpoon-meat very good in tafle, and wholefome, may be made 
thereof. 


Habafcon 
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Habafcon Is a root of hot tafto, almoft of the form and bignefs of a parfnip: of itfelf 
it. is no victual, but only a help, being boiled together with other meats. 

There are alfo leeks, differing little front ours in England, that grow in many places 
of the. country: of which when we came in places where they were, we gathered and 
eat many, but the natural inhabitants never. 


Ot l KlJIT:-. 

Chef !j*: its. There are in divers places great Store: fomethey ule to ear raw; loin., 
they It amp an cl boi. to muk. jption-mcnt, and with Some being foddai, they make fuel, 
a manner of dough bread a., they tile of their beans before mentioned. 

Walnuts. There arc two kinds ol walnuts, and of them infinite flore : in many places, 
where are very great woods for many miles together, the third part of trees are walnut 
trees. Tin. one f ind is of the fame taile and form, or little differing from ours of 
England, bat that they are larger’and thicker Ihelled: the other is greater, and hath 
a very ragged and hard /hell; but the I,err,el great, very oily and fweet. Beftdes their 
eating ol them after ordin..,A manner, they break them with {tones, and pound 
them in mortars with atcr, to make a milk which they ulc to put into fomc forts of 
th .r fpoon-ir.eat: alfo among the hidden wheat, peafe, beans, and pompiotts, which 
m.thc'h them have a far more pleafant tafte. , 

Media -s, a kind of very goo 1 ha „: h, call'd by us chiefly for thefe re (peels: firft 
m • it , hey are no' g ud until they be rot ten, then in that Jay they open at the head 
as our medlars, am! are a«>ua« the lame bignefs : otherwilb in tali: and colour they are 
far diilt- it ; for the’- are as eu as chetries and very fweet; but whereas the cherry is 
/harp l\vvo;. the, are. .icious fveei. 

Mutaquel- ti uik, a kind of pleafant he it, almoft of the fhape and bignefs of F.nglifh 
pears, but that they are of a pet fed: red colour as well within a:, without. They grow 
on a plant whofe leaves are very thick, and full of prickles as /harp as needles. Some 
that have been in the Indies, where ’hey have fecn that kind of red dye of great price, 
which is called cochinil, to grow, do deferibe its plant right like unto this mutaquefun- 
nauk: but whether it be the true cochinil, or a baftard or wild kind, it cannot yet be 
certified, feeing that alfo, as I heard, cochinil is not of the fruit, but found on the 
leaves of the plant: which leaves for fuch matter we have not fo fpecially obferved. 

Graphs there are of turn forts, which 1 mentioned in the merchantable commodities. 

Strawberries there are as good and as great as tbofe which we have in our Englilh 
gardens. 

Mulberries, apple-crabs, hurts or hurtleberries, fuch as we have in England. 

Sacquenummener, a kind ofberi.es almoft like unto capers, butfomewhat greater, 
which grow together : chillers upon a plant or herb that is found in Ihallow waters, 
being boiled eight - nio- hours, according to their kind, are very good meat and 
wholefome. of *w..e .» .hey be eaten they will make a man for the time frantick or 
extremely lick. 

There is a kind 7 f reed, which beareth a feed almoft like unto our rye or wheat, 
and being boiled is good meat. * .» 

In our travels in feme places we found wild peafe, like unto .ours in England, but 
that they were lefs, which are alfo good meat., 
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Of a kind of Fruit or Berry, in form of Acorns. 

There is a kind of berry or acorn, of which there are five forts that grow on feveral 
kinds of trees •, the one is called fagatamener, the fecond ofamener, the third pumrnu* 
'ehoner. Thefe kind of acorns they ufe to dry upon hurdles made of reeds, with fire 
underneath, almoft after the manner as we dry malt in England. When they are to 
be ufed, they firft water them until they be fort, and then being fod, they make a good 
victual, either to eat fo fimply, or elfe being alfo pounded to make loaves or lumps of 
bread. Thefe be alfo the three kinds, of which I laid before the inhabitants ufed to 
make fweet oil. * * 

Another fort is called fapummener, which being boiled or parched, doth eat and 
tafte like unto cheftnuts. • They fometimes alfo make bread of this fort. 

The fifth fort is called mangummenauk, and is the acorn of their kind of oak, the 
which being dried after the manner of the firft forts, and afterward watered, they boil 
them, and their fervants or fometimes the chiefs themfelves, either for variety or for 
want of bread, do eat them with their fifii or flelh. 


Of Beasts. 

Deer. In fome places there arc great (lore: near unto the fea-coaft, they are of the 
ordinary bignefs of ours in England, and feme left: but further up into the country, 
where there is better food, they are greater; they differ from ours only in this, their 
tails are longer, and the fnags of their horns look backward. 

Conies. Thofe that we have feen, and all that we can hear of are of a grey colour 
like unto hares: in fome places there ard fuch plenty that all the people of lbme towns 
make them mantles of the fur or flue of the {kins of thofe which they ufually take. 

Saquenuckat and maquowoc, two kinds of Imali beads greater than conics, which are 
very good meat. We never took any of them ourfelves, but fometime eat of fuch 
as the inhabitants had taken and brought unto us. 

Squirrels which are of a grey colour we have taken and eaten. 

Bears, which are of black colour. The bears of this country ar« good meat. The 
inhabitants in time of winter do ufe to take and eat many; fo alfo fometimes did we. 
They are taken commonly in this fort. In fome iflands or places where they are, being 
hunted for, as foon as they have fpyal of a man, they prefcntly run away, and then 
Deing chafed, they climb and get flp the next tree they can, from whence with arrows 
they are {hot down ftark dead, or with thofe wounds that they miy after eafily be killed. 
We fometime fliot them down with our calivers. 

I have the names of 28 feveral forts of beads, which I have heard of to be here and 
there difperfed in the country, efpeciallyjjh the main; of which there are only 12 kinds 
that we have yet difeovered, and of thine that be good meat, we know only them 
before mentioned. The inhabitants fpimetimes kill the lion, and eat him; and we fome¬ 
time as they came to our hands*>f the woolues or wolfifh dogs, which I have not fet 
down for good meat, left that fojne would underftand my judgment therein to be more 
Ample than ncedeth, although Mould alledge'the difference in tafte of thofe kinds 
from ours, which by fome of J fgjF company have been experimented in both. 
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Of Fowl.’ 

Turkey-cocks and turkey-hens, dock-doves, partridges, cranes, herons, and in 
winter great ftorc of fwans and geefe. Of all forts of fowl I have the names in the. 
country language of fonr-fcore and fix, of which number, befidcsthofe that be named, 
we have taken, eaten, and have the pictures as they were there drawn, with the names 
of the inhabitants, of feveral ftrangc fort of water-fowl eight, and feventeen kinds more 
of land-fowl ;■ although we have feen, and eaten of many more, which for want of 
leifure there for the, purpofe, could not be piftured : and after we are better fumifhed. 
and llored upon further difeovery with their ftrange beafts, filh, trees, plants aud 
herbs, they (hall be alfo publilhed. 

There are alfo parrots, falcons, and marlin hawks, which*although with us they be 
not ufed for meat, yet for other caufes I thought good to mention, 


Of Fish. 

For four months of the year, February, March, April and May, there are plenty 
of durgeons; and alfo in the fame months of herrings ; fome of the ordinary bignefs 
of ours in England, but the mod part far greater, of 18, 20 inches, and fome two feet 
in length and better ; both thefe kinds of filh in thofe months are mftft plentiful, and 
in bell fcafon, which we found to be mod delicate and pleafant meat. 

There are alfo trouts, porpoifes, rayes, old-wives, mullet, plaice, and very many 
other forts of excellent good filh, which we have taken and eaten, whofe names I 
know not, but in the country language: we have the pictures of 12 forts more, as 
they were drawn in the country with their names. 

The inhabitants ufe to take them two manner of ways: the one is by a kind of wear 
made of reeds, which in that country are very drong: the other way which is more 
ftrange, is with poles made fharp at one end, by fhooting them into the filh, after the 
manner as lrifhmen cad darts, either as they are rowing in their boats, or elfe as they 
are wading in the (hallows for the purpofe. 

There are alfo in many places plenty of thefe kinds which follow. 

Sea-crabs, fuch as we have in England. 

Oyders, fome very great, and fome fmall, fome round and fome of a long fhape: 
they are found both in falt-water and brackifh, and thofe that we had out of falt-water 
are far better than the other, as in our country. 

Alfo mufcles, fcallops, perriwinkles, and crevifes. 

Seekanauk, a kind of crudy Ihell-filh, which is good meat, about a foot in breadth, 
having a crudy tail, many legs like a crab, and her eyes in her back. They are found 
in (hallows of waters, and fometime on the fhore. 

There are many tortoifes both of land and fea kind, their backs and bellies are (helled 
very thick; their head, feet, and tail, which are in appearance, feem ugly, as though 
they were members «f a ferpent, or venomous beads; but notwithdanding they are 
very good meat, as alfo their eggs. Sojne have been found of a yard ip breadth and 
better. 

And thus have I made relation of all forts of viftual that we fed uponjbr the time 
we were in Virginia, as alfo the inhabitants thenlfelves; as far forth as I fcm v and can 
remember, or that are fpecially worthy to be remembered. 
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The Third and lajl Tart ; of fuch other things as are Movefulfor thofe which fhall plant 

and inhabit to know of, with a defcription of the Nature and Manners of the People if 

the Country. 

Of Commodities for Building and other necessary Uses. 

Thofe other things which I am now to make rehearfal of, are fudi as concern 
building, and other mechanical neceflary ufes, as divers forts of trees for houfe and 
(hip timber, and other ufes elfe: alfo lime, {tone, and brick, left that being not 
mentioned, fome might have been doubted of, or by fome that are malicious the con¬ 
trary reported. 

Oaks there are as fair, ftraight, “tall, and as good timber as any can be, and alfo 
great ftore, and in fome places very great. 

Walnut trees as I have faid before very many, fome have been feen of'excellent fair 
timber of four and five fathoms, and above four-fcore feet ftraight without bough. 

Fir trees fit for marts for fhips, fome very tall and great. 

Rakiock, a kind of trees fo called that are fv^eet wood, of which the inhabitants that 
were near unto us, do commonly make their boats or canoes of the form of troughs, 
only with the help of fire, hatchets of ftone and fhells: we have known fome fo great, 
being made in that fort of one tree, that they have carried well 20 men at once, befides 
much baggage; the timber being great, tall, ftraight, loft, light, and yet tough 
enough I think (befides other ufes) to be fit alfo for marts of fhips. 

Cedar, afweetwood, good for ciclings, cherts, boxes, bed-fteads, lutes, virginals, 
and many things elfe, as I have alfo faid before. Some of our company which have 
wandered in fome places where I have not been, have made certain affirmation of 
cyprefs, which for fuch and other excellent ufes, is alfo a wood of price and no fmall 
eftimation. 

Maple, and alfo Wich-hazle, whereof the inhabitants ufe to make their bows. 

Holly, a neceflary thing for the making of bird-lime. 

Willows, good for the making of weares to take fi(h after the Englifh manner, 
although the inhabitants ufe only reeds, which becaufe they are fo Itrong are not 
flexible, do ferve for that turn very well and fufliciently. 

Beech and afh, good for calk hoops, and if need require, plow work, as alfo for 
many things elfe. 

Elm, faflafras trees, 

Afcopo, a kind of tree very like unto laurel, the bark is hot in taftc, and fpicy; it is 
very like to that tree which Monardes deferibeth to be cajfm lignca of the Weft Indies. 

There are many other ftrange trees whofe names I know not but in the Virginian 
language, of which 1 am not now able, neither is fo convenient for the prefent to 
trouble you with particular relation; 'feeing that for timber and other neceflary ufes I 
have named fufficient. And of many of the reft, but that they, may be applied to 
good ufe, 1 know no caufe to doubt. t 

Now for ftone, brick, and lime, thus it is. Near unto the fea-coaft where we dwelt, 
there are no jdnd of ftones to be found (except a few fmall pebbles about four miles off) 

' but fuch as have been brought fipip further out of the main. In fome of out voyages 
we have feen diverS hard raggy {tones, great pebbles, and a kind of grey ftone like unto 
marble, of which the inhabitants make their hatchets to cleave wood. Upon enquiry 

we 
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We heard that a little further up into the country were of all forts very many, although 
of quarries they are ignorant, neither have they ule of any llore whereupon they 
Ihould have occafion to feek any. For if every houfchold have one or two to crack 
nuts, grind fhells, whet copper, and fometimes other ftones for hatchets, they have 
enough $ neither ufe they any digging, but only for graves about three foot deep and ’ 
therefore no marvel that they know neither quarries, nor lime ftones, which both may 
be in - places nearer than they wot of. 

In the mean time until there be difoovery of fufficient ftorc or fomc place or other 
convenient, the want of you, which are and fhall be planters therein, may be as well 
fupplied by brick; for the making whereof in divers places of the country there is 
clay, both excellent good, and plenty, and alfo by lime made of oyiler fhells, and of 
others, burnt, after manner as they ule in the illes of Tlianct and Shepy, and alfo in 
divers other places of England : which kind of lime is well known to be as good as 
any other: and of oyftcr fhells there is plenty enough: for befides divers other 
particular places where are abundance, there is one fhallow found along the coaft, 
where for the fpace of many miles together in length, and two or'’ three miles in 
breadth, the ground is nothing elfe, being but half a foot or a foot under water for 
moll part. 

Thus much can I fay further more of^ones, that about 120 miles from our fort, near 
the water in the fide of a hill, was found by a gentleman of our company, a great vein 
of hard ragge ftones, which I thought good to remember unto you. 

Of the Nature and Manners of the People. 

It refteth I fpeak a word or two of the natural inhabitants, their nature and manners; 
leaving large difconrfe thereof until time more convenient hereafter : now only fo far 
forth, as that you may know, how that they in refpedl of troubling our inhabiting and 
planting, are not to be feared, but that they fhall have caufe both to fear and love us, 
that fhall inhabit with them. 

They are a people cloathed with loofo mantles made of deer fk-ins, and aprons of the 
fame round about their middles; all elfe naked, of fuch a difference of ftatures only as 
we. in England, having no edge tool or weapons of iron or fled to offend us withall; 
neither know they how to make any; thofe weapons that they have are only bows, 
made of wich-hazel, and arrows of reeds, flat edged truncheons, alfo of wood about 
a yard long, neither have they any thing to defend themfelves but targets made of 
barks, and fome armours made of flicks wickered together with thread. 

Their towns are but fmall, and near the fea coatt but few, fome containing but 10 
or 12 houfes, fome 20 ; the greatefl that we have feen hath been but of 30 houfes: 
if they bewailed, it is only done with barks of trees made faff to the flakes, or elfe with 
poles only, fixed upright and clofe one by another. 

Their houfes are made of fmall poles, made faft in the tops in round form, after the 
manner as it is ufed. in many arbors in our gardens of England, in mofl towns covered 
with barks and in fome with artificial mats made of long rufhes, from the tops of the 
houfes down to the gfound. The length of them is commonly double to the breadth, 
in fome places they are but 12 and 16 yards long, and in other fome we have feen of 24. 

In fome places of the country, one only town belongeth to t|ie government of a 
Wiroans or chief lord, in fome other two or thr^e; in fome fix, eight, anjl more: the 
greatefl Wiroans that yet we had dealing with, had but 18 towns in his government, 
and able to make not above 7 or 800 fighting men at the mofl. The language of every 
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government is different from any other, and the further they are diftant, the greater 
is the difference. 

Their .manner of wars amongft themfelves, is either by fudden furprifing one another 
mod commonly about the dawning of the day, or moonlight, or elfe by ambufhes, 
•or fome fubtle devifes. Set battles are very rare, except it fall out where there are 
many trees, where either part may have fome hope of defence, after the delivery of 
every arrow, in leaping behind fome or other. 

If there fall out any wars between us and them what there fight is likely to be, we 
having advantages againit them fo many manner of ways, as by difcipline, or ltrange 
weapons and devifes elfe, efpecially ordnance great and final ft it jnay eafily be 
imagined ; by the experience we have had in fome places, the turning up of their heels 
againft us in running away, was their belt defence. 

In refpe£t of us, they are a people poor, and for want of lkill and judgment in the 
knowledge and ufe of our things, do efleem our trifles before things of greater value: 
notwithftanding in their proper manner (confidering the want of fuch means as we 
have), they feen very ingenious; for though they have no fuch tools, nor any fuch 
crafts, fciences and arts as we, yet in thofe things they do, they Ihew excellence of wit. 
And by how much they upon due cunfideration (hall find our manner of knowledges 
and crafts to exceed theirs in perfection, and fp^d for doing execution, by fo much the 
more is it probable that they fhould delire our friendfhip and love, and have the 
greater refpeCt fov pleafing and obeying us : whereby may be hoped, if means of good 
government be ufed, that they may in fhort time be brought to civility, and the em¬ 
bracing of true religion. 

Some religion they have already, which although it be far from the truth,yet being as 
it is, there is hope it may be the eafier and fooncr reformed. 

They believe that there arc many gods, which they call Mantoac, but of different 
forts and degrees, one only chief and great God, which hath been from all eternity. 
Who, as they affirm, when he purpofed to make the world, made firfl other gods of a 
principal order, to be as means and inflruments to be ufed in the creation and govern¬ 
ment to follow, and after the fun, moon and ftars as petty gods, and the inflruments 
of the other order more principal. Firfl (they fay) were mad.; waters, out of which 
by the gods was made all diverfity of creatures that arc vifible or iTh iiib 1 

For mankind they fay a woman was firfl made, which by the working of one of the 
gods, conceived and brought forth children : and in fuch fort they fay they had their 
beginning. But how many years or ages have palled fince, they fay they can make 
no relation, having no letters nor other fuch means as we to keep records of the par¬ 
ticulars of times pad, but only tradition from father to foil. 

They think that all the gods are of human fhape, and therefore they reprefent them 
by images in the form of men, which they call Kewafmvok, one alone is called Kewas, 
them they place in houfes appropriate, or temples, which they call Machicomuck, where 
they worfhip, pray, fmg, and make many times offering unto them. In fome Machi¬ 
comuck we have feen but one Kewas, in fome two, and in fome other three. The 
common fort think them to be alfo gods. 

yhey believe alfo the immortality of the fouj, that after this life, as foon as the foul is 
departed fyom the body, according to the works it hath done, it is either carried to 
heaven the fyabitacle of gods, there to enjoy perpetual life and happinefs, or elfe to a 
‘great pitpr hole, which they think to'bein the fartheft parts of their part of the world, 
towards the fun-let, there to burn continually: the place they call Popoguffo 

For 
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For the confirmation of this opinion, they told me two ftories of two men that had 
been lately dead apd revived again: the one happened but a few years before our 
coming into the country, of a wicked man which having been dead and buried, the 
next day the earth of the grave been f'een to move, was taken up again, who made 
declaration where his foul had been, that is to fay, very near entering into Popoguflb ‘ 
had not one of the Gods faved him, and gave him leave to return again, and teach*his 
friends what they fhould do to avoid that to 1 ible place of torment. 

The other happened in the lame year we were there, but in a town that was 60 miles 
from us, and it was told me for ftrange news, that one being dead, buried, and taken 
up again as the firft, fhewed that although his body had lain dead in the grave, yet 
his foul was alive, and had travelled far in a long broad way, on both fides whereof 
grew molt delicate and plealant trees, bearing more rare and excellent fruits, than ever 
ne had fecn before, or was able to exprefs, and at length came to molt brave and fair 
houfes, near which he met his father that had been dead before, who gave him great 
charge to go back again, and fliew his friends what good they were to do to enjoy the 
pleafures of that place, which when he had done he lliould after come again. 

What fubtlety foever be in the Wiroans and prielts, this opinion worketh fo much in 
many of the common and Ample fort of people, that it maketh them have great refpedt 
to their governors, and alfo great care what they do, to avoid torment after death, and 
to enjoy blifs, although notwithflanding there is punilhment ordained for malefactors, 
as dealers, whoremongers, and other forts of wicked doers, fome punf/hed with death, 
lbme with forfeitures, fome with beating, according to the greatncls of the facts. 

And this is the fum of their religion, which 1 learned by having fpccial familiarity with 
fome of their priests; wherein they were*not fo fure grounded, nor gave fuel) credit to 
their traditions and dories, but through converting with us they were brought into great 
doubt of their own, and no fnml! admiration of ours, with earned defire in many to learn 
more than we had means for want of perfect utterance in their language, to exprefs. 

Mod things they faw with us, as mathematical infhuments, lea compades, the virtues 
of the load done in drawing iron, a pofpedive glafs whereby was fhewed many drangc 
fighls, burning glades, wild fire works, guns, books, writing and reading, fpring 
clocks, that leemed to go uf themfelves, and many other things that we had, were fo 
drange unto them, anil fo far exceeded their capacities .0 comprehend the reafon and 
means both how they fhould be made and done, that they thought they were rather the 
works of gods than of men, or at the leadwife, they had been given and taught us of 
the gods ; which made many of them to have fueh opinion of us, that if they knew not 
the truth of God and religion already, it was rather to be had from us, whom God fo 
fpecially loved, than from a people that were fo Ample, as they found themfelves to be 
in comparifon of us: whereupon greater credit was given unto that we fpake of, 
concerning fuch matters. 

Many times and in every town where I came, according as I was able, I made - decla¬ 
ration of the contents of the Bible, that therein was let forth the true and only God, 
and his mighty works, that therein was contained the true doctrine of falvation 
through Chrilt, with* many particularities of miracles and chief points of religion, as 1 
was able then to utter and thought fit for the time. And although I told them the 
book materially and of itfeif was not of any fuch virtue, as I thought they did conceive, 
but only the doctrine therein contained, yet would many be glad to Touch it* to embrace 
it, to kifsrit, to hold it to their breads and heads, and ftroke over all their body "rith it, to 
fliew their hungry defire of that knowledge which was fpoken of. * 


The 
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The Wiroans with whom we dealt called Wingina, and many of his people would 
be glad many times to be with us at our prayers, and many times call upon us both in 
his own town, and alfo in others whither he fometimes accompanied us, to pray and 
frog pfaltns, hoping thereby to be partaker of the fame effects which we by that means 
'alfo expected. 

Twice this Wiroan was fo grievoufly fick that he was like to die, and as he lay 
languifhing, doubting of any help by his own priefts, and thinking he was in'fuch 
danger for offending us and thereby our God, fent for fome of us to pray and be a 
means to our God that it would pleafe him either that he might live, or after 
death dwell with him in blifs; fo likewife were the requefts of fnany*-others in the 
like cafe. 

On a time alfo when their corn began to’"wither by reafon of a drought which hap¬ 
pened extraordinarily, fearing that it had come topafs by reafon that in fome thing they 
had difpleafed us, many would come to us and defire us to pray to our God of England, 
that he would preferve their corn, promifing that when it was ripe we alfo Ihould be 
partakers of the fruit. 

There could at no time happen any ftrange ficknefs, Ioffes, hurts, or any other crofs 
unto them, but that they would impute to us the caufe or means thereof, for offending 
or not pleating us. One other rare and ftrange accident, leaving others, will I mention 
before 1 end, which moved the whole country that eith 1(J ffcnew or heard of us, to have 
us in wonderful Admiration. ,na ’ ^ 

There was no town where we had any fubtle devif fed againft us, we leaving 
it unpuniflied or not revenged (becaufe we fought bfi all cleans poflible to win them by 
gentlenefs) but than within a few days after ou u departure from every fuch town, the 
people began to die very faft, and many in IhoSrt fpace, in lome" towns about 20, in 
fome 40, and in fome fix fcore, which in truth was very many in relpett of their num¬ 
bers. This happened in no place that we coulii learn, but where we had been, where 
they ufed fome practice againft us, and after fuc:h time. 

The difeafe was alfo fo ftrange, that they neither knew what it was, nrr how to 
cure it, the like by report of the oldeft men in ‘the county newer happened before time 
out of mind. A thing fpecially obferved by us, as alfo by r.he natural inhabitants 
themfelves : infomuch that when fome of the inhabitants who were our friends, ard 
efpecially the Wiroans, Wingina, had obferved fuch eft’edts in four or five towns to 
follow their wicked practices, they were perfuaded that it was the work of our God 
through our means, and that we by him might kill and flay whom we would without 
weapons, and not come near them. And thereupon when it had happened that they 
had under Handing that any of their enemies had abufed us in our journies ; hearing 
that we had wrought no revenge with our weapons, and fearing upon fome caufe the 
matter Ihould fo reft j did come and entreat us that we would be a means to our 
God, that they, as others that had dealt ill with us, might in like fort die, alledging 
how much it would be for our credit and profit, as alfo theirs, and hoping furthermore 
that we would do fo much at their requefts in refpeft of the friendftiip we profeffed 
them. 

I(Vhofe entreaties although we (hewed that they were ungodly, affirming / 

God would not fubjett himfelf to any fuch prayers and requefts of men j th/^ried \d 
all things haye been, and were to be done according to his good pleafure af e ^ e tol 
ordained e and that we to (hew ourfelv’es his true fervants ought rather to ma^EJffnon 
to the contrary, that they with them might live, together with us, be made partakers of 
his truth, and ferve-him in righteoulhels, but notwithftanding in fuch fort, that we 
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refer that, as all other things, to be done according to his divine will and pleafure, and 
as by his wifdom he had ordained to be beft. 

- Yet becaufe the effect fell out fo fuddenly and fhortly after according to their defires, 
they thought neverthelefs it came to pafs by our means, and that we in ufing fuch 
fpeeches unto them, did but diflemble the matter, and therefore came unto us to give* * 
us thanks in their manner, that although we fatisfied them not in promife, yet in deeds 
and efl'eft we had fulfilled their defires. 

This miraculous accident, in all the country wrought fo ftrange opinions of us, that 
fome people could not tell whether to think us gods or men, and the rather becaufe 
that all the fpaue of their ficknefs, there was no man of ours was known to die, or that 
was fpecially lick : they noted alfo that we had no women amongft us, neither that we 
did care for any of theirs. » 

Some therefore were of opinion, that we were not born of women, and therefore 
not mortal, but that we were men of an old generation many years part, then rifen again 
to immortality. 

Some would likewife feem to prophecy, that there were more of our generation yet 
to come to kill theirs and take their places, as fome thought the purpofe was, by that 
winch was already done. Tliofe that were immediately to come after us they imagined 
to be in the air, yet invifible and without bodies, and that they by our entreaty and for 
the love of us, did make the people to die in that fort as they did, by (hooting invifible 
bullets into them. 

To confirm this opinion, their phyficians (to excufe their ignorance in curing the 
difeafe) would not be allumed to fay, but earneftly make the people believe, that the 
firings of blood that they lucked out of the fick bodies, were the firings wherewithall 
the invifible balls were tied and call. Some alfo thought that we (hot them outfelves out 
of our pieces, from the place where we dwelt, and killed the people in any town that 
had offended us, as we lifted, how far diftant from us foever it were. And other fome 
laid that it was the fpccial work of God for our fakes, as we ourfelves have caufe in 
iome fort to think no lei's, whatfoever fome do or may imagine to the contrary, fpecially 
fome afirologers, knowing of the eclipfe of the fun, which we faw the fame year before 
in our voyage thitherward, which unto them appeared very terrible. And alfo of a 
comet which began t*o appear but a few days before the beginning of the faid ficknefs. 
But to exclude them front being the fpecial caufes of fo fpccial an accident, there are 
further reafons than 1 think fit at this prel’ent to be alledged. Thele their opinions I 
have fet down the more at large, that it may appear unto you that there is good hope 
they may be brought through diicreet dealing and government to them embracing of 
the truth, and confequently to honour, obey, fear and love us. 

And although fome of our company towards the end of the year, fhewed themfelves 
too fierce in flaying fome of the people in fome towns, upon caufes that on our part 
might eaiily enough have been borne withall j yet notwithftanding, becaufe on their 
parts it was juitly delcrved, the alteration of their opinions generally and for the moll 
part concerning us is the lei’s to be doubted. And whatfoever elfe they may be, by 
carefulnefs of ourlelves need nothing at all to be feared. 

The beft neverthelefs in this, as in all aftions befides, is to be endeavoured and 
hoped, and of the worft they may happen notice to be taken with confideration, and 
as mufch as may be efehewed. * 

Now I.have (as I hope) made relation not of’fo few and finall things, nu* that the 
country (of men that are indifferent and well difpofed) may be l'uffici^ntly liked: if 
there were no more known than i have mentioned, which doubtleis anti in great reaibn 
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is nothing to that which remaineth to be difcovered, neither the foil nor commodities. 
As we have reafon fo to gather by the difference we found in our travels, for although 
all which I have fpoken of, have been difcovered and experimented not far from the lea 
coafl, where was our abode, and moil of our travelling ; yet fometimes as we made our 
journies farther into the main and country, we found the foil to be fatter, the trees to 
greater and to grow thinner, the ground more firm and deeper mould, more and larger 
champions, finer grafs, and as good as ever we law any in England : in fome places 
rocky, and far more high and hilly ground, more plenty of their fruits, more abund¬ 
ance of beads, the more inhabited with people, and of greater policy and larger 
dominions, with greater towns and houfcs. * * 

Why may we not then look up for in good hope from the inner parts of more and 
greater plenty, as well obother things, as of tlml'e which we have already difcovered : 
unto the Spaniards happened the like in difeovering the main of the Welt Indies. The 
main alfo of this country of Virginia, extending fome ways fo many hundreds of leagues, 
as otherwife than by the relation of the inhabitants we have mod certain knowledge of, 
where yet no Chridian prince hath any potfefiion or dealing, cannot but’yield many 
kinds of excellent commodities, which we in our difeovery have not yet feen. 

What hope there is elfe to be gathered of the nature of the climate ; being anfwer- 
ableto the itiand of Japan, the land of China, Perfia, Jury, the iflands of Cyprus and 
Candy, the fouth parts of Greece, Italy, and Spain, and of many other notable and 
famous countries, becaufe I mean not to be tedious, I leave to your own condderation. 

Whereby alfo the excellent temperature of the air there at all feafons, much 
warmer than in England, and never fo vehemently hot, as fometimes is under and 
between the tropics, or near them, cannot be known unto you without further relation. 

For the wholefomenefs thereof I need to fay but thus much : that for all the want of 
provifion, as fird of Englifh vi&ual, excepting for 20 days, we lived only by drinking 
water, and of the victual of the country, of which fome forts were very drange unto us, 
and might have been thought to have altered our temperatures in fuch fort, as to have 
brought us into fome grievous and dangerous difeafes : fecondlv, the want of Englifli 
means for the taking of beads, filh, and fowl, which by the help only of the inha¬ 
bitants and their means, could not be fo fuddenly and eafily provided for us, nor in 
great number and quantities, nor of that choice as otherwile might have been 
to our better fatisfa&ion and contentment. Some want alfo we had of cloathes. 
Furtberemore in all our travels, which were mod fpecially and often in the time 
of winter, our lodging was in the open air upon the ground. And yet, I fay for 
all this there were but four of our whole company (being 108) that died all the year, 
and that but at the latter end thereof, and upon none of the aforefaid caufes. For all 
four, efpecially three, were feeble, weak and fickly perfons before ever they came 
thither, and thofc that knew them, much marvelled that they lived fo long, being in 
that cafe, or had adventured to travel. 

..Seeing therefore the air there is fo temperate and wholefome, the, foil fo fertile, and 
yielding fuch commodities, as I have before mentioned, the voyage alfo thither to and 
fro being fufficiently experimented to be performed twice a year with eafe, and at any 
feafon* thereof, and the dealing of Sir Walter.Ralegh fo liberal, in large giving and 
granting land there, as is already known, with many helps and furtherances elfe : (the 
leaft that he«hath granted hath been 500 acres to a man only for the adventure of his 
perfon) T hope th|re remains no caufe'whereby the adtion Ihould be mifliked. • 

If that thofe jvhich fhall thither travel to inhabit and plant, be but reafonably pro¬ 
vided for the firft year, as thofe are which were tranfported the laft, and being there, do 
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tife but that diligence and care that is requifite, jnd as they may with eafe, there is no 
doubt but for the time following, they may have victuals that are excellent good and 
plenty enough, fome more Englifh forts of cattle alfo hereafter, as fome have been 
before, and are there yet remaining may, and fhall be (God willing) thither tranfported. 
4>o likewife our kinds of fruits, roots, and herbs, may be there planted and fowed, as ’ 
fome have been already, and prove well; and in fhort time alfo they may raife fo much 
of thofe forts of commodities which I have fpoken of, as fhall both enrich themfelves, 
as alfo others , that fhall deal with them. 

And this is all the fruit of our labours, that I have thought necefTary to advertife you 
of at this prcfcnt: what elfe concerneth the nature and manners of the inhabitants of 
Virginia, the number, with the particularities of the voyages thither, already made, and 
of the adions of fuch as have been by Sir Walter Ralegh, therein and there employed, 
many worthy to be remembered, as of the firft difeoverers of the country; of our 
general for the time. Sir Richard Greenvill, and after his departure of our governor 
there, Mafk'v Ralph Lane, with divers others directed and employed under their 
government: of the captains and mailers of the voyages made fince for tranfporta- 
tion, of the governor and affiflants of thofe already tranfported, as of many perfons, 
accidents and things elfe, I have ready in a difeourfe by illelf in manner of a chronicle, 
according to the courfe of times, which when time fhall be thought convenient, fhall be 
alfo publifhed. m 

Thus referring my relation to your favourable conflrudions, expeding good fuccefs 
of the adion, from him which is to be acknowledged the author and governor, not 
only of this, but of all things elfe, 1 take my leave of you, this month of 
February 1587. 


The Fourth Voyage made to Virginia with Three Ships, in the Tear 1587, wherein was 

tranfported the fecond Colony . 

In the year of our Lord 1587, Sir Walter Ralegh intending to perfevere in the plant¬ 
ing of his country of Virginia, prepared a new colony of 150 men to be fent thither, 
under the charge ofTohn White, whom he appointed governor, and alfo appointed unto 
him twelve affiflants, unto whom he gave a charter, and incorporated them by the name 
of governor and affiflants of the city of Ralegh in Virginia. 

Avril. 

Our fleet being in number three fail, viz. the Admiral, a (hip of 120 tons, a fly¬ 
boat, and a pinnace, departed the 26th of April fromPortfmouth, and the fame day came 
to an anchor at the Cowes in the Ifle of Wight, where we flayed eight days, 

* May. 

The 5th of May, at nine of the clock ar night, we came to Plymouth, where we re¬ 
mained the fpace of two days. 

The 8th we weighed anchor at Plymouth, and departed thence for Virginia. 

The 16th Simon Ferdinando, mailer of our Admiral, lewdly forfookour fly-boat, 
leaving her diftreffed in the bay of Portugal. 


June. 

The 19th we fell with Dominica, and the fame evening we failed between it and 
Guafdaloupe. The 21ft the fly-boat alfo fell in with Dominica. * 
vol. xii. 4 1 The 
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The 2 2d we came to an anchor pt an ifland, called Santa Cruz, where all the 
planters were fet on land, ftaying there till the 25th of the fame month. At our firft 
landing on this ifland, fome of our women and men, by eating a fmall fruit like green 
. apples, were fearfully troubled with a fudden burning in their mouths, and fwelling of 
their tongues fo big, that fome of them could not fpeak. Alfo a child by fucking one of 
thofe women’s breads, had at that inftant his mouth let on fuch a burning, that it was 
ftrange to fee how the infant was tormented for the time : but after twenty-four hours 
it wore away of itfelf. 

Alfo the lirlt night of our being on this ifland, we took five great tortoifes, fome of 
them of fuch bignefs, that fixteen of our drongeft men were tired with carrying but 
one of them, from the fea-fidc to our cabins. In this ifland we found no watering- 
place, but a Handing pond* the water whereof was fo evil, that many of our company 
fell fick with drinking thereof j and as many as did but wafli their faces with the 
water, in the morning before the fun had drawn away the corruption, their faces did 
fo burn and fwcll, that their eyes were Ihut up, and could not fee in five* or fix days 
or longer. 

The fecond day of our abode there, we fent forth fome of our men to fearch the 
ifland for fivfh water, three one way and tvSt> another way. The governor alfo 
with fix others, went up to the top of a high hill to view the ifland, but could per¬ 
ceive no fign of ajiy nun or beads, nor any goodnefs, but parrots, and trees of guiacum. 
Returning back to our cabins another way, we found in the defeent of a hill, certain 
potfherds of favage making, made of the earth of that ifland : whereupon it was judged, 
that this ifland was inhabited with favages, though Fertlinando had told us for certain 
the contrary. The lame day at night, the reft of our company very late returned to 
the governor. The one company affirmed, that they had feen in a valley eleven lavages, 
and divers houfes half a mile diftant from the deep, or top of the hill where they itayed. 
The other company had found, running out of a high rock, a very lair fpring of water, 
whereof they brought three bottles to the company: for before that time, we drank 
the Itinking water of the pond. 

The fame fecond day at night, Captain Stafford with the pinnace departed from our 
fleet, riding at Santa Cruz, to an ifland, called Beake, being nearJSt. John's, being fo 
directed by Ferdinando, who allured him he fhould there find great plenty of fheep. 
The next day at night, our planters left Santa Cruz, and came all aboard, and the 
next morning after, being the 25th June, we weighed anchor, and departed from 
Santa Cruz. 

The 27th we came to anchor at Cottea, where we found the pinnace riding at 
our coming. 

The 28th we weighed anchor at Cottea, arid prcfcntly came to anchor at St. John’s 
in Mulkilos Bay, where we (pent three days unprofitably in taking in frefh water, 
(pending in the mean time more here than the quantity of the water came unto. 

July. 

The fil'd day wc weighed anchor at Mufkitos Bay, where we left behind rwo Irilh- 
men, of our company. Darby Glaven, and D trains Carroll, being along trie coaft of St. 
John’s rill evening, at which time we fell with Roffe Bay. At this place Ferdinando 
had promid.fi we lhould take in (alt, and had caufed us before, to make and provide 
as many lacks for,that purpofe, as we could. The governor alfo, for that he underltood 
there was a town in the bottom of the bay, not far from the fait hills, appointed thirty 
foot, ten pikes, .end ten targds to man the pinnace, and to go a-land for fad. Ferdi- 
uando ptrcciymg idem in a readmds lent to the governor, udng great perfualions with 
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him not to take in fait there, faying that he knew not well whether the fame were the 
place or not: alfo that if the pinnace went Intonhe bay, five could not without great 
danger come back, till the next day at night, and that if in the mean timS any ftorm 
fhould arife, the Admiral were in danger to be call away. Whilft he was thus perfuad- 
ing, he caufed the lead to be call, and having carefully brought the lhip in three fathom., 
and a half water, he fuddenly began to fwear, and tear God in pieces, diiVctnbling great 
danger, crying to him at the helm, bear up hard, bear up hard ; lb we went off, and were 
diiappoinfed of our fait by his means. 

The next day failing along the well end of St. John, the governor determined to go 
a-land in St. German’s Bay, to gather young plants of oranges, pines, mamcas, and plan- 
tanos, to fetat Virginia, which we knew might eafily be had, for that they grow near 
the lliore, and the places where they grew well known to t.he governor, and lbtne of 
the planters ; but our Simon denied it, faying, he would come to an anchor at Hifpa- 
nio!a,and there land the governor, and feme of the afliftants, with the pinnace, to fee if he 
could fpeak with Ins friend Alanfon, of whom he hoped to be furnifned both of cattle, 
and all inch things as we could have taken at St. John : but he meant nothing Iefs, as it 
plainly did appear to us afterwards. 

The next day being the 3d of iuhtewe faw llifpanioia, and bare with the coafl all 
drat day, looking Hill when the piflMace fhould be prepared to go for the place where 
Ferdinando’s friend Alanfon was ; but that day palled, and we law no preparation for 
landing in Hifpaniola. • 

The 4th July failing along the coafl: of Hifpaniola, until the next day at noon, and 
no preparation yet feen for the flaying there, we having knowledge that we were pall 
the place where Alanfon dwelt, and were come with Ifabclia ; hereupon Ferdinando was 
atked by the governor, whether he meant to fpeak with Alanfon, for taking in of cattle, 
and other things, according to his promife, or not; but he anfwcrcd that he was now 
pall the place, and that Sir Walter Ralegh told him, the French ambaffador certified 
him, that the King of Spain had fent off Alanfon into Spain : wherefore he thought him 
dead, and that it was to no purpofe to touch there in any place at this voyage. 

The next day we loll fight of Hifpaniola, and hauled oil’for Virginia, about four of 
the clock in the afternoon. 

The Oth of July tve came to the ifland Caycos, wherein Ferdinando faid, were two 
fait ponds, affuring us if they were dry, we might get fait to fliift with, until the next 
fupply, but it proved as true as finding of fheep at Beake. In this ifiand, whilfl Fer¬ 
dinando folaced himfelf afhore, with one of the company in part of the ifland, others 
fpent the latter part of that day in other parts of the ifland ; feme to feek the fait ponds, 
fome fowling, l'ome hunting fwans, whereof we caught many. The next day early in 
the morning we weighed anchor, leaving Ca)cos, with good hope, that the firlt land 
that we faw next fhould be Virginia. 

About the 16th of July we fell with the main of Virginia, which Simon Ferdinando 
took to be the ifland Croatoan, where we came to anchor, and rode there two or three 
days, but finding himfelf deceived, he weighed and bare along the coafl, where in the 
night, had not Captain Stafford been more careful in looking out than our Simon Fer¬ 
dinando, we had been all call away upgn the beach, called the Cape of Fear, jfor we 
were come within two cables length upon it; fuch was the careleffnefs and ignorance 
of our mafter. 

ij 

The «2d of July we arrived fafe at Hatoralk, , where our lhip and pinnace .anchored. 
The governor went aboard the pinnace, accompanied with forty ot his bell; men,,ip- 
tending to pafs up to Roanoak forthwith, hoping there to find thqfe fifteen Englifhmen, 
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which Sir Richard Greenville had left there the year before, with whom he meant to 
have conference concerning the ftate of the country and favages, meaning after he had 
fo done, to return again to the fleet, and pafs along the coaft, to the bay of Chefpiok, 
where we intended to make our feat and fort, according to the charge given us among 
■ other directions in writing, under the hand of Sir Walter Ralegh : but as foon as we 
were put with our pinnace from the fhip, a gentleman by the means of Ferdinando, who 
was appointed to return for England, called to the failors in the pinnace, charging them 
not to bring any of the planters back again, but to leave them in the ifland, except the 
governor, and two or three fuch as he approved, faying that the fummer was far fpent, 
wherefore he would land all the planters in no other place. Unto this were all the 
failors both in the pinnace and the fhip, perfuaded by the mafter, wherefore it booted 
not the governor to contend with them, but palled to Roanoak, and the fame night at 
fun-fet went a-land on the ifland, in the place where our fifteen men were left, but we 
found none of them nor any fign that they had been there: laving only we found the 
bones of one of thofe fifteen, which the favages had jlain long before. 

The 23d of July the governor, with divers of his company walked to the north end 
of the ifland, where Mailer Ralph Lane had his fort, with lundry neceffary and decent 
dwelling houfes, made by his men about it th^Mjfear before, where we hoped to find 
fome figns, or certain knowledge of our fifteen nBi. When we came thither we found 
the fort razed down, but all the houfes Handing unhurt, faving that the nether rooms 
of them, and of the fort, were overgrown with melons of divers forts, and deer within 
them feeding on thofe melons, fo we returned with our company, without hope of ever 
feeing any of the fifteen men living. 

The fame day, order was given that every man fliould be employed for the repairing 
of thofe houfes, which were found {landing, and alfo to make other new cottages, for 
fuch as fliould need. 

The 25th our fly-boat and the reft of our planters arrived all fafe at Hatorafk, to the 
great joy and comfort of the whole company. But the mafter of our Admiral, Ferdi¬ 
nando, grieved greatly at their fafe coming, for he purpofely left them in the Bay of 
Portugal, and ftole away from them in the night, hoping that the mailer thereof, whofc 
name was Edward Spicer, for that he had never been in Virginia, would hardly find the 
place, or elfe from being left in fo dangerous a place as that was, Tiy means of fo many 
men of war, as at that time were abroad, they fhould furely be taken or flain : but 
God difappointed his wicked pretences. 

The 28th, George Howe, one of our twelve afliflants, was flain by divers of the fa¬ 
vages, which were come over to Roanoak, either of purpofe to efpy our company, and 
what number we were, or elfe to hunt deer, whereof many were in the ifland, The 
favages being fecretly hidden among high trees, where often-times they find the deer 
afleep, and fo kill them, efpied our man, wading in the water alone, almofl naked, with¬ 
out any weapon, fave only a fmall forked flick, catching crabs therewithal, and alfo be¬ 
ing ftrayed two miles from his company, and fhot at him in the water, where they gave 
him fixteen wounds with their arrows, and after they had flain him with their wooden 
fwords, the beat his head in pieces, and fled over the water to the main. 

On thfc 30th July, Mafter Stafford and twenty of our men paffed by water to the 
ifland of Croatoan with Manteo, who had his mother, and many of his kindred dwelling 
in that ifland, of whom we hoped to underftand fome news of our fifteen men, but 
jfpecialhr to learn the difpofition of the' people of the country towards us, and to renew 
our old friendfhip &ith them. At our firft landing they feemed as though they would 
fight With u* r b*g perceiving us begin to march with our fhot towards them, they 
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turned their backs and fled. Then Mantco their countryman called to them in their 
own language, whom, as foon as they heard, they returned, and threw away their bows 
and arrows, and fome of them came unto us, embracing and entertaining us friendly, 
defiring us not to gather, or fpill any of their corn, for that they had but little. We 
anfwered them that neither their corn nor any other thing of theirs, fhould be dimi- ’ 
ni/hed by any of us, and that our coming was only to renew the old love, that was be¬ 
tween us anti them at the firft, and to live with them as brethren and friends; which 
anfwer feemed. to pleafe them well, wherefore they requefted us to walk up to their town, 
who there fealted us after their manner, and defired us certainly, that there might be 
fome token or«badgfe given them of us, whereby we might know them to be our friends 
when we mot them any where out of the town or illand. They told us further, that for 
want of fome luch badge, divers of them were hurt the }’ear before, being found 
out of the illand by Mailer Lane’s company, whereof they /hewed us one, which at 
that very inltant lay lame, and had lain of that hurt ever fince ; but they laid they 
knew our men miitook them, and hurt them inltead ®f Wingino’s men, wherefore 
they held us exculed. 

August. 

The next day we had conferencdfcurther with them, concerning the people of 
Secotan, Aquafcogoe, and.Pomeiok, walling them of Croatoan to certify the people of 
thofe towns, that if they would accept our friend/hip wc would willingly receive them 
again, and that all unfriendly dealings part on both parts, Ihould be utterly forgiven 
and forgotten. To this the chief men of Croatoan anfwered, that they would gladly 
do the belt they could, and within feven days bring the Wiroances and chief governors 
of thofe towns with them, to our governor at Roanoak, or their anfwer. We alfo un- 
derltood of the men at Croatoan that our man Matter Howe was Hain by the remnant 
of Wingino’s men, dwelling then at Dalamonguepeuk, with whom Wanchefe kept 
company; and alfo we underftood by them of Croatoan, how that the fifteen Engli/h- 
men left at Roanoak the year before, by Sir Richard Greenville, were fuddenly fet 
upon by thirty of the men of Secota, Aquafcogoe, and Dafamongucpeuk, in manner 
following : 

They conveyed tfyemfelves fecrctly behind the trees, near the houfes where our 
men carelefsly lived, and having perceived that of thofe fifteen they could fee but 
eleven bnly, and two of thofe lavages appeared to the eleven Engli/hmen, calling 
to them by friendly figns that but two of their chicfeft men Ihould come unarmed 
to fpeak with thofe two favages, who feemed alfo to be unarmed. Wherefore two of 
the chicfeft of our Engliftimen went gladly to them : but whilft one of thofe favages 
traiteroully embraced one of our men, the other with his fword of wood, which he 
had fecretly hidden under his mantle, ftruck him on the head and flew him, and pre- 
fently the other twenty-eight favages /hewed themfelvcs: the other Engli/hman per¬ 
ceiving this fled to his company, whom the favages purfued with their bows and 
arrows fo faft, that*the Engli/hmen were forced to take the houfe, wherein all their 
viftual and weapons were: but the ravages forthwith let the fame on fire ; by means 
whereof our men were forced to take up fuch weapons as came firft Jo hand, and 
without order to run forth among the favages, with whom they /kirmilhed ab'oVe an 
hour. In this /kirmi/h another or our men was /hot into the mouth with an arrow, : 
where he died, and alfo one of the favages was /hot into the fide by one of onr men,with 
a wild-fire arrow, whereof he died prefentiy. The place where jhey "n ’u'ght was 
of great advantage to the favages, by means of the thick trees, behind which the 
favages through their himblenefs, defended themfelves, and fo offdmleN^ our men with- 
their arrows, that our men being fome of them hurt, retired fighting toj.he water fide 

5 • .where 
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Where their boat lay, with which they fled towards Hatoralk. By that time they 
had rowed but a quarter of a mile, tliey efpied their four fellows coming from a creek 
thereby, where they had been to fetch oyllcrs: thefe four they received into their 
boat, leaving Roanoak, and landed on*a little ifkmd on the right hand of our entrance 
'into the harbour of llatoralk, where they remained a while, but afterwards departed, 
whither as yet wc know not. 

Having now fuflicicntly difpatchcd our bufmefs at Croatoan, the fame day vvC de¬ 
parted friendly, taking our leave, and came aboard the fleet at llatoralk.. 

The 8th of Auguft, the governor having long expected the coming of the Wiroances 
of Pomeiok, Aquafcogoe, Secota and Dafamonquepeuk, feeing that* the fcven days were 
pad, within which they promifed to come in, or to fend their anfwcrs by the men ol' 
C.roatoan, and no tidings of them heard, being certainly alfo informed by thofe men of 
Croatoan, that the remnant of Wingina’s men, which were left alive, who dwelt at 
Dafamonquepeuk, were they which had flain George Howe, and were alfo at the 
driving our eleven Englifhmei* from Roanoak, he thought to defer the revenge thereof 
no longer. Wherefore the fame night about midnight, he puffed over the water, 
accompanied with Captain Stafford and twenty-four men, whereof Manteo was one, 
whom we took with us to be our guide to the j^ftce where thofe favages dwelt, where 
he behaved himfelf towards us as a moll faithful Knglifhman. 

The next day being the 9U1 Auguft, in the morning fo early that it was yet dark, 
we landed near the dwelling-place of our enemies, and very fecretly conveyed ourfelves 
through the woods to that tide where we had their houfes between us and the water: 
and having efpied their fire, and fome letting about it, we prefently let on them : the 
miferable fouls herewith amazed, fled into a place of thick reeds, growing faft by; 
where our men perceiving them, fhot one of them through the body w ith a bullet, and 
therewith he entered the reeds, among which wc hoped to acquit their evil doing 
towards us, but we were deceived, for thofe favages were our friends, and were come 
from Croatoan to gather the corn and fruit of that place, becaufe they underltood our 
enemies were fled immediately after they had flain George Howe, and for hafte, had 
left all their corn, tobacco, and pompions ftanding in lucli lbrt, that all had been 
devoured of the birds and deer, if it had not been gathered in time; but they had like 
to have paid dearly for it, for it was fo dark, that they being nakeS, and their men and 
women apparelled all fo like others ; we knew not but that they were all men, and that 
if one of them that was a Wiroances wife, had not had a child at her back, fhe had been 
flain ini lead of a man, and as hap- was, another favage knew Mafter Stafford, and ran 
to him, calling him by his name, whereby he was laved. Finding ourfelves thus dif- 
appointed of our purpofe, we gathered all the corn, peafe, pompions, and tobacco that 
we found ripe, leaving the reft unfpoiled, and took Menatoan’s wife, with the young 
child, and the other favages with us over the water to Roanoak. Although the mif- 
taking of thefe favages, Ibmewhat grieved Manteo, yet he imputed their harm to their 
own lolly, faying to them, that if their Wiroances had kept their prpmife in coming to 
the governor at the day appointed, they had not known that mifchance. 

The 13th Auguft, our lavage Manteo, by the commandment of Sir Walter Ralegh, 
was eftriftened in Roanoak, and called lord thereof and of Dafamonquepeuk, in reward of 
his faithful iervice. 

w The 18thf Elenor, daughter to the governor, and wife to Ananias Dare, one of the 
’alfiftants,” was delivered of a daughter in Roanoak, and the fame was chrifteRed there 
the Sunday following, and becaufe this child was the firft Chriftian born in Virginia, 
(he was named ^irgmia. 
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By this time our fhipshad unladen the goods and victuals of the planters, and began 
to take in wood and frefh water, and to new afulk and trim them for England: the 
planters alio prepared their letters and tokens to fend back into England. ’ 

Our two ihips the Lion, and the fly-boat, alaioil ready to depart, the 21ft of Auf 
guil there arofc inch a teinpeil at N.E. that our Admiral, then riding out of ihe har-,, 
bour, was forced to cut his cables and put to lea, where he lay beating oil and on fix 
days before he could come to us again, fo that we feared he had been call away, and 
the rather for at that time that the dorm took them, the mod and bed of their lailors 
were left a-land. 

At this time I'ome controverfies arofe between the governor and aflidants, about 
choofing two out of the twelve aflidants, who fliould go back as factors for the com¬ 
pany into England: for every one of them refufed, fave qnly one, which all other 
thought not fuflicient; but at length by much perfuading of the governor, Chriftopher 
Cooper agreed to go for England : but the next day through the perluafion of divers 
of his familiar friends, he changed his mind ; fo that now the matter flood as at 
the fird. 

The next day, 22dAugud, the whole company both of the aflidants and planters 
came to the- governor, and with one jroice requefted him to return himfclf into Eng¬ 
land, for the better and fooner obtaining of fupplies, and other neceflaries for them j 
but he refufed it; and alledged many fuflicient caufes why he would not; the one was, 
that he could not fo fuddenly return back again without his great diforedit, leaving the 
action, and fo many whom he partly had procured by his perfuafions, to leave their 
native country, and undertake that voyage, and that ionic enemies to him and the 
action at his return into England, would not fparc to flander falfely both him and the 
action, by faying, he went to Virginia, but politicly, but to no other end but to lead 
fo many into a country, in which he never meant to flay himfclf, and there to leave 
them behind him. Alfohe alledged, that feeing they intended to remove 50 miles fur¬ 
ther up into the main prefently, he being then abfent, his fluff and goods might be 
both fpoiled, and moft of them pilfered away in the carriage: fo that at his return he 
ihould be either forced to provide himfclf of all fuch things again, or clfc at his coming 
again to Virginia find himlelf utterly unfitrniihed, whereof already he had found fome 
proof, being but oiifce from them but three days. Wherefore he concluded that he 
would not go hiinfelf. 

The next day, not only the affiftants but divers others, as well women as men, 
began to renew their requefts to the governor again, to take upon him to return into 
England for the fupply, and difpatch of all fuch things as were there to be done, pro- 
mifing to make him their bond, under all their hands and feals, for the fafe preferving 
of all his goods for him at his return to Virginia, fo that if any part thereof were fpoiled 
or loft, they would fee it reftored to him or his alligns, whenfbever the fame fliould be 
miffed and demanded. Which bond with a teftimony under their hands and feals they 
forthwith made and delivered into his hands. The copy of the teftimony I thought 
good to let down. 

“ May it pleafe you, her Majefty’s fubjefts of England, we your friends and coun¬ 
trymen, the planters in Virginia, do by thefe prefents let you and every of you to 
underftand, that for the prefent and fpeedy fupply of certain our known and apparent 
lacks and needs, molt requifite and neceflary for the good and happy planting of us, 
or any other in tins land of Virginia, we all of• one mind and content, tiay^ moft ear- 
nellly entreated, and inceflantly requefted John White, governor (of the planters in 
Virginia, to pals into. England for the better and more affured help, \ntl fetting forward 

of 
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of the forefaid fupplies: and knowing afluredly that he both can heft, and will labour 
and take pains in behalf for us all, and he not once, but often refufmg it, for our %k$s, 
and for the honour and maintenance of the action, hath at laft, though much againf! 
fiis will, through our importunacy,yielded to leave his government, and alb HIS 
•goods among us, apd himfelf in all our behalves to pafs into England, of whole know¬ 
ledge and fidelity in handling this matter, as all others, we do allure ourfelves by thefe 
prefents, and will you to give all credit thereunto. The 25th of Auguft 1587.” 1 
The governor being at the laft through their extreme entreaty, conftrained to return 
into England, having then but half a day’s refpite to prepare himfelf for the fame, 
departed from Roanoak the 27th of Auguft in the morning, and vhe fame day about 
midnight, came aboard the fly-boat, who already had weighed anchor, and rode with¬ 
out the bar, the Admiral aiding by them, who but the fame morning was newly come 
thither again. The fame day both the Ihips weighed anchor, and fet fail for England: 
at this weighing their anchors, twelve of the men which were in the flv-boat, were 
thrown from the capftan, which by means of a bar that brake, came lb fall about upon 
them, that the other two bars thereof, llruck and hurt molt of them fo fore, that fome 
of them never recovered it: neverthelefs they elfayed prefently again to weigh their 
anchor, but being fo weakened by the firft fling, they were not able to weigh it, but 
Were thrown down and hurt the lecond time. Wherefore having in all but fifteen men. 
aboard, and moll of them by this unfortunate beginning fo bruifed and hurt, they were 
forced to cut theft cable, and loofe their anchor. Neverthelels they kept company with 
the Admiral, until the 17 th of September, at which time we fell with Corvo, and 
faw Flores. 


September. 

The 18th, perceiving of all our fifteen men in the fly-boat there remained but five, 
which by means of the former mifchance were able to ftand to their labour: and that 
the Admiral meant not to make any haftc for England, but to linger about the ifland 
ofTercera for purchafe: the fly-boat departed for England with letters, where we 
hoped by the help of God to arrive Ihortly: but by that time we had continued our 
courfe homeward about twenty days, having had fometimes fcarcQ, and variable winds ; 
our frelh water alfo by leaking almoft confumed, there arofe a ftorm at N. E., which 
for fix days ceafed not to blow fo exceeding, that we were driven further in thofe fix 
than we could recover in thirteen days: in which time others of our failors began to 
fr.ll very fick, and two of them died : the weather alfo continued fo clofe, that our 
mailer fometimes in four days together could fee neither fun nor liar, and all the 
beverage we could make, with ftinking water, dregs of beer, and lees of wine which 
remained, was but three gallons, and therefore now we expected nothing but famine 
to perilh at fea. 


October. 

The 16th of O&ober we made land, but we knew not what land it was, bearing in 
with the fame land all that day: about fun-fet we put into a harbour, where we found 
a hulk of Dublin, and a pinnace of Hampton riding, but we knew not as yet what 
place this was, neither had we any hope to go on Ihore, until the pinnace fent off tjjeir 
boat to 'us, with fix or eight men, of whom we underftood we were in Smepwick in 
the weft parts of fteland: they alfo relieved us prefently with frelh water, wine, and 
other frelh meat./ 


The 
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The 18th,. the governor and the mailer rode to Dingen-a-Cufhe, five miles diflant, 
\q> take order for the new virtually of our fly-bust for England* and for relief of our 
fick aihd hurt men, but within four days after, the boatfwain, the ftewahd, and the 
fooatfwain’s mate, died aboard the fiy-boat; and the 28th the matter's mate;, and two 
of our chief failors were brought fick to Dingen. 

November. 

The ill, the governor {hipped himfelf in a fhip called the Monkey, which at that 
time was ready to put to fea from Dingen for England, leaving the fiy-boat and all his 
company in Ireland’. The fame day we let fail, and on the 3d day, we fell with the 
north fide of the Land’s End, and were fhut up the Severn, but the next day we 
doubled the fame for Mount’s Bay. * 

'l ire 5th, the governor landed in England at Martafew, near St. Michael’s Mount in 
Cornwall. 

The 8th; jvc arrived at Hampton, where we underflood that our confort the Admiral 
was come to Portfinouth, and had been there three weeks before: and alfo that Fcrdi- 
nando the mafler, with all his company were not only come home without any pur- 
chafe, but alfo in fuch weaknefs by ficknefs, and death of their chiefefl men, that they 
were fcarce able to bring their fhip into harbour, but were forced to let fall anchor 
without, which they could not weigh again, but might all have j>erifhed there, if a 
fmall bark by great hap had not come to them to help them. The names of the chief 
men that died arc thefc: Roger Large, John Mathew, Thomas Smith, and fome other 
failors, whofe names I knew not at the writing hereof. An. Dom. 1587. 

The Names of all the Men, Women, and Children, which fafely arrived in Virginia, 
and remained to inhabit there, 1587. Anno Regni Regina Elizabetha, 29. 


John White. 

Thomas Colman. 

Roger Baily. 

Thomas Gramme. 

Ananias Dare. 

Mark Bennet. 

Chriflopher Cooper. 

John Gibbs. 

Thomas Stevens. 

John Stilman. 

John Sampfon. 

Robert Wilkinfon. 

Dionis Harvey. 

John Tydway. 

Roger Pratt. 

Ambrofe Vickers. 

George Howe. 

Edmond Englifh. 

Simon Fernando. 

Thomas Topan. 

Nicholas Johnfon. 

Henry Berry. 

Thomas Warner. 

Richard Berry. 

Anthony Cage. 

John Spendlove. 

John Jones. 

John Hemmington. 

William Willes. 

Thomas Butler. 

John Brook. 

.Edward Powell. 

Cutbert White. 

John Burden. 

John Bright. 

James Hynde. 

Clement Tayler, 

Thomas Ellis. 

William Sole. 

William Brown. 

John Cotfmur. 

Michael Myllet. 

Humfrey Newton. 

Thomas Smith,. 
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Richard Kemme. 

Thomas Harris. 

' Richard Taverner. 

John Earned. 

Henry Johnfon. 

John Start. 

Richard Darige. 

William Lucas. 

Arnold Orchard. 

John Wright. 

William Dutton. 

Maurice Allen. 

$ 

William Waters. 
Richard Arthur. 
John Chapman. 
William Clement,- 
Robert Little. 
Hugh Tayler. 
Richard Wilde. 
Lewis Wotton. 
Michael Bifhop. 
Henry Brown. 
Henry Rufooto. 
Richard Tomkins. 
Henry Dorsell. 
Charles Florry. 
Henry Milton. 
Henry Payne. 
Thomas Harris. 
William Nichols. 
Thomas Phevens. 
John Borden. 
Thomas Scott. 
Peter Little, 

John Wyles. 

Brian Wyles. 
George Martin. 
Hugh Pattenfon. 
Martin Sutton. 
John Farre. 

John Bridger. 
Griffen Jones. 
Richard Shabedge. 
James Lafy. 

John Cheven. 


Thomas Hewett. 

William Berde. 

Women. 

Elcnor Dare. 

Margery Harvy. 

Agnes Wood. 

Winifred Powell. 

Joyce Archard. 

Jane Jones. 

Elizabeth Glane. 

Jane Pierce. 

Audry Topan. 

Alice Chapman. 

Emma Merrimoth. 

Colman. 

Margaret Lawrence. 

Joan Warren. 

Jane Mannering. 

Rofe Payne. 

Elizabeth Vickers. 

Boys and Children. 

John Sampfon. 

Robert Ellis. 

Ambrofe Vickers. 

Thomas Archard. 

Thomas Humfrey. 

Thomas Smart. 

George Howe. 

John Pratt. 

William Withers. 

Children hern in Virginia . 

Virginia Dare. 

Harvy. 

Savages. 

T They were in England, 
Manteo. ( and returned home 

Towaye. C jnto Virginia with 

) them. 


To 
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To the worfliipfut and my very friend Matter Richard Hakluyt; 
much happinefs in th'e Lord. 

■ Sir, as well for the fatisfying your earncfl requeft, as the performance of my pro- 
mtfe,' : ,made unto you at my laft being with you in England; I have fent you (although 
in a homely ftile, efpecially for the contentation of a delicate ear) the true difeourfe’ 
of my laft voyage into the Weft Indies, and parts of America called Virginia, taken in 
and about the end of February, in the year of our redemption 1590; and what events 
happened urrfo us in this our journey, you fhail plainly perceive by the fequel of my 
difeourfe. There were at the lime aforefaid three fhips abfolutely determined to go 
for tl|p Welt Indies, at the fpecial charges of M. John Wattes of London, merchant. 
But when they were lully lurnifhed, and in readinefs to make their departure, a gene¬ 
ral (lay was commanded of all fhips throughout England. ’Which lb loon as I heard, 
1 prefently (as 1 thought it -molt requilite) acquainted Sir Walter Ralegh therewith, 
defiring him that as I had fundry times before been chargeable and troublefome unto 
him, for the supplies and reliefs of* the planters in Virginia; fo likewife that by his en¬ 
deavour it would pleafe him at that inlhuu to procure licence for thofe three fhips, to 
proceed on with their determined voyage; that thereby the people in Virginia (if it 
were God’s pleafure) might fpeedily<be comforted and relieved without further charges 
unto him. 

Whereupon he by his good means obtained licence of the Queen’s Majefty, and 
order to be taken, that the owner of the three fltips fliould be bound unto Sir Walter 
Ralegh or his afligns in 3,000 pounds, that tilde three Ihips in confideration of tfteir 
releafement, fhould take in, and tranlport a convenient number of paflengers, with 
their furnitures and ncceflaries to be landed in Virginia. Neyerthelcfs that order was 
not obferved, neither was the bond taken according to the intention aforefaid: but 
rather in contempt of the aforefaid order I was by the owners and commanders of the 
fhips denied to have any paflengers, or any thing elfe tranfported in any of the faid 
fhips, faving only myfelf and my cheft ; no not fo much as a boy to attend upon me, 
although I made great fuir and earnolt entreaty, as well to the chief commanders, as 
to the owner of the faid flaps. Which crofs and unkind dealing, although it very much 
difeontented me, nutwithftanding the fcarcity of time was furh, that 1 could have no 
opportunity to go unto Sir Walter Ralegh with complaint: for the ftiips being then 
all in readinefs to goto thefea, would have been departed before I could have made 
my return. 

Thus both governors, matters and failors, regarded very finally the good of their 
countrymen in Virginia, determined nothing lefs than to touch at thole places, but 
wholly difpofed themfelves to leek after purchale and fpoils, fpending fo much time 
therein, that fummer was fpent before we arrived at Virginia: and when we were 
come thither, the feafon was fo unfit, and weather fo foul, that we were conftrained of 
force to fbrfakethat coaft, having not feen any of our planters, with lofs of one of our 
fhips boats, and’fcven of our chiefert men : and alfo with lofs of three of our anchors 
and cables, and mqft of our calks with frefh water left on fhore, not pofhble to be had 
aboard. Which evils and unfortunate events (as well to their own lofs, as to the hin¬ 
drance of the planters in Virginia) had*not chanced, if the order fet down by Sir Water 
Ralegh had been obferved, or if my daily and continual petitions for the performance 
of the fame might have taken any place. • * 

Thus may you plainly perceive the fuccefs of my fifth and laft »voyage to Virginia, 
which was no lefs unfortunately ended, than forwardly begun, and Vs lucklefs to many, 
as finifter to myfelf: but I would to God it had been as pro.pero!\ to all, as noifome 
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of the Almighty,- whom 1 nx^l* humbly befeech to h&jp&deo 
to his moff holy will, and ifrnrgci# d«iire, I take iny le»wt from njjjf 
ls^^.itt ? 'KeWtownm Kylmoreihe^th ofFlobruary, 1593-'' 


The Fifth Voyage tf M. John White into the Weft Indies and Parts of America tailed 

Virginia, in the Tear 1590.. 

' The Both of March the three {hips, the Hopewell, the John Evangelift, and the Little 
John, put to fea from Plymouth with two fmall fhallops. ^ 

The 25th at midnight both our fhallops were funk," bang towed at the {hip’s flernsfry 
.the boatfwain’s negligence. 

On the 30th we faw a head of us that part of the coaft of Barbary, lying eaft of 
Cape Cantyn in the Bay of Afaphi. ' # 

The next day we came to the Ifle of Mogador, where rode, at our palling by, a pinnace 
of London called $e Moonftiine. 

April. $ 

On the firft of April we anchored in Santa Cruz road, where we found two great 
frdjliyof London lading in fugar, of whom we had two {hip boats to fupply the lofs of 

^lm the 2djye fet fail from the road of Santa Cruz for the Canaries. 

On Saturdaythe 4th we faw Alegranza, the eaft ifle of the Canaries. 

On Sunday the 5th of April we gave chafe to a double flyboat, the which we alfo 
the lame day fought with, and took her, with lofs of three of their men flam and 
one hurt. 

On Monday the 6th we faw Grand Canary, and die next day ,we landed and took 
in frefli water on the fouth fide thereof. 

On tfre |ifr ;iWe departed from Grand Canary, and framed our courfe for BkJminica. 
The laft of April we frw Dominica, and the fame night we came to ;aa anchor on the 
fouthrflde * thereof! 


May. 

of th&’famges cam* oS^frbih!' mfr {hips in 
thdr cannil^dilic^jaikiM^^ ■ as: we alfo the fame-day landed and enured their 
*own, from. the fame day aboard Without any refifhmce of the 

fiiVages j or'any.>ip|^^.^^i ; i& them; - . /■"./.'■ , 

1 The ad of May Bad our pinnace departed from, Domim^ leaving the 

Iijlisi aurxice-adtmral :ai)d[^3pa^>omZ>pixum take^ae Spaniard 

outwards tiopndfo thtflipfsii the- fjpnebigbt we had fight fmaft ifofds, called 

Los SW^as,:!^^ 

* Ctifi&agbtft iflpd,. Ribjr. & was.. 

|^PStad||iea ^ in^rA «r>d fouth, tT«s tvro ends AodflngWiHy { dlit'tiift duvefefe be aa 

ifflaewatorof tie jyand lying due eaft and weft. ” 
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On the 4th we failed by theVirgins,which are .many broken iflands lying at the eafl- 
end of S. John’i day towards evening we landed upon one of them 

called .■ |an mpdible number of fowls: here we flayed but 

for three the fliore N. W. and having brought this 

ifland S.j&pPSp, llTOroiMp(li , "ITOy through .an opening, or fwatch, called the*' 
pafTagetJpIl’hetVtN^^^^^^I^^^^-endofS. John: here the pinnace left us. 

The 5tJl and afsisgilhe north-fide of S. Tohn, fo near the fliore 

that the hs|&^ifii^afwar: and therefore made fires along the 

coaft as ms $fm \ Is, when they fee any men of war on their 
coafls. ( ' u ‘‘ > ’ > 

The 7th UN) leaded on the N. W,«ndihf S. John, where tfe watered in a good river 
called Ya^uaetta, and the feme night following we took a frigate of ten ton coming 
from Gwathaleno laden with, hides said ginger. In tins place Pedio a mulatto, who 
knew all our (late, ran Sway from u&tothe Spaniards. 

On the s>tK we departed from Yagutna 

On the 13th we landed on an iffitad called Mona; whereon were 10 or 12 noufi 0 
inh ibited of the Spaniards; thefe we burned, and took from them a pinnace, which 
they had drawn aground and funk; and carried all her lails, mails and rudders into the 


woods, becadlyre fhould not take ft away. We alfo chafed the Sp.muids over all the 
ifland: but they hid them in eaies, hollow rocks, and bufhes, fo that we could not 
find them. 1 

On the I4th we departed from Mona, and the next day after we came to an ifland, 
called SafMta, above five leagues diftant from Mona, lying on the fouth-fide of Hifpa- 
niola, neafUthe eaft-yHd : between thefe two iflands we lay oft and on four or five days, 
hoping t dgip e ibnie oftheiDomingo fleet, doubling this ifland, as a nearer way to Spain 
than by Tyburop, or by Cape S. Anthony. 

On T ffilh V being the 19th, our vice-admiral, from whom we departed at Dominica, 
came to wp; 4utona, with v hom we left a Spanifh frigate, and appointed him to he off 
and on i)|w« 4 ? e days between Saona and Mona, to the end afpidaid : then we de¬ 
parted fr<»)|m9 at t Saona for Cape Tyburon. Here I was informed tlwt our men of 
the vke-mmiM, at their departure from Dominica, brought awafy two yi$ng lavages, 
which cafique's fons of that country and pwt of' Bominicitf? Hut they 
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On Whitfunday even at Cape Tyburon one of our boys ran away from us, and at 
jo days end returned to our fliip almoft flarvcd for want of food. In fundry .places 
about this part of Cape Tyburon, we found the bones and carcafes of divers men 
Who had perifhed (as we thought) by famine in thole woods, being either ftraggled from 
' ‘their company, or landed there by .lome men of w ar. 

June. 

On the 14th of June we took a fmall Spanilh frigate, which fell among ft us fo 
fuddenly, as he doubled the point of the bay of Cape Tyburon, wh&re we rode, that he 
could not efcape us. This frigate came from Santo Domingo, and had but three men 
in her, the one was an expert pilot, the other a mountaineer, and the third a vintener, 
who elcaped all out of prifon at Santo Domingo, purpofing to fly to Yaguana, which 
is a town in the w r eft parts of Hifpaniola where many fugitive Spaniards are gathered 
together. 

The 17th Captain Lane was feat to Yaguana with his pinnace and a frigate, to take 
a fliip which was there taking in freight, as we underflood by the old pilot, whom we 
had taken three days before. 

The 24th the frigate returned from Captain Lane at Yaguana, and brought us word 
to Cape Tyburon, that Captain Lane had taken the fliip, with many paffengers and 
negroes in the fafne; which proved not fo rich a prize as we hoped for, for that a 
French man of war had taken and fpoiled her before we came: neverthelefs her load¬ 
ing was thought worth 1,000 or 1,300 pounds; being hides, ginger, camiafiftula, 
copper-pans, and cafavi. 


July. 

The ad July Eadward Spicer, whom we left in England, came to us at Cape Ty¬ 
buron, accompanied with a fmall pinnace, whereof one JVL Elarps was captain, and the 
fame day we had fight of a fleet of fourteen fail, all of Santo Domingo, to whom we 
prefently gave chace, but they upon the firll fight of us fled, and feparating thcmfelves 
fcattered here and there. Wherefore w r e were forced to divide ourl'elves, and fo made 
after them until twelve of the clock at night. But then by reafon of the darknefs we 
loft fight of each other, yet in the end the Admiral and the Moon-light happened to 
b<* together the fame night at the fetching up of the Vice-admiral of the Spanifli fleet, 
again!! whom the next morning we fought and took him, with lofs of one of our men 
with two hurt, and of theirs four flam and fix hurt. But what was become of our 
Vice admiral, our pinnace and prize, and two frigates, in all this time, we were 
ignorant. * 

The 3d of July we fpent about ryfling, rummaging and fitting the prize to be failed 
with us. 

The 6th of July we faw Jamaica, the which we left on our larboard, keeping Cuba in 
fight on our ftarboard. 

On the 8th we faw the ifland of Pinos, whiefi lyeth on the Youth fide of Cubae 
nigh unto the weft end or cape, called S. Afithony. And at the fame day we gave 
chafe to a frigate, outfit night we loft fight of her, partly by the flow failing of our 
’Admiral, $ncflack of the Moon-light our pinnace, whom Captain Cook had fent to the 
cape the day befoiy v 
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k (Jn die i ith we came to Cape S. Anthony, where we foilnd our contort the Moon¬ 
light and her pinnace abiding for our coming, of whom we underflood that the day 
before there palled by them twenty-two fail, feme of them of the burthen of 300, fome 
of 400 tons, loaden with King’s treafure from the main, bound for Havana: from the 
1 ith July until the a 2d we were much becalmed ; and the wind being very fcarce, and* 
the weather exceeding hot, we were much pefierecl with the Spaniards we hud taken : 
therefore we were driven to land ail the Spaniards laving three, but the place where 
we landed them was of their own choice on the louth fide of Cuba near unto the 
Organes and Rio de Puercos. 

The 2 3d wg had fight of the Cape of Florida, and the broken ilk.nds thereof called 
the Martyrs. 

The 25th being S. James’ day, in the morning we fell with the Matanzas, a head-land 
eight leagues towards the call of Havana, where wc purpofed to take frelh water in, 
and make our abode two or three days. 

On the 26th plying to and fro, between the Matanzas and tl;e 1 la van a, we were 
d'pied of three lhrall pinnaces of S. John de Ullua, bound for Havana, which were 
exceeding richly loaden. Thefe three pinnaces came very boldy up to us, and fo con¬ 
tinued until they came within mufket-fhot of us. And wc fuppofed them to be Cap¬ 
tain Harp’s pinnace, and two fmall frigates taken by Captain Harp : wherefore wc* 
(hewed our flag. But they prefently upon the light of it turned about, and made all 
the fail they could from us towards the lliore, and kept themfelvcs ill lb lhaliow w'ater, 
that we were not able to follow them,, and therefore gave* them over with expence of 
Ihot and powder to no purpofe. But if we had not fo rallily fet out our flag we might 
have taken them all three, for they would not have known us before they had been 
in our hands. This chafe had brought us fo far to leeward as Havana ; wherefore not 
finding any of our conforts at the Matanzas, we put over again to the Cape of Florida, 
and from thence through the channel of Bahama. 

On the 28th the Cape of Florida bare well of us. 

The 30th we loll light of the coal! of Florida, and Hood to fea for to gain the help 
of the currents which runneth much fwifter afar off than in fight of the coaft; for 
from the cape to Virginia all along the lliore are none but eduy currents fetting to the 
S.andS.W. ’ 

The 31ft our throe Ihips were clearly dilbocked, the great prize, the Admiral, and 
the Moonfliinc, but our prize being thus dilbocked departed from us without taking 
leave of our Admiral or contort, and failed directly for England. 

August. 

On the 1 11 of Aiigull the wind fcanteJ, and from thence forward we had very foul 
weather with much rain, thundering, and great fpouts which fell round about us nigh 
unto our Ihips, 

The 3d we ftofld again in for the lliore, and at mid-day we took the height of the 
fame. The height of that place vve f found to be 34 degrees of latitude. Towards 
night we were within three leagues of the low finely iflands weft of Wokokon, but the 
weather continued 1b exceeding foul, tKEit we could not come to an anchor nigh the 
coaft ; wherefore wc flood otf again to fea, until Monday the 9th.-,of Auguft. 

On that day the Itorm ceafod, and we had .very great likelihood of fur, -weather $ 
wherefore we Hood in again for the (hore, and came to an anchor /vi eleven fathom in 
35 degrees of latitude,, within a mile of the lhore, where we went on mad on the narrow; 
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THE FIFTH VOVAOE OF 


fandy ifland, being one of the iflands weft of Wokokon. In this ifland we took in 
feme frefh vjater, and caught great ftore of fifti in the {hallow water. Between the 
main (as I fuppofed) and that ifland, it was but a mile over and three or four feet deep 
in molt places? 

•' On the 12th in the morning we departed from thence, and towards night we came to 
an anchor at the N. E. end of the 'ifland of Croatoan, by reafon of a breach which 
we perceived to lie out two or three leagues into the fea: here we rode all that 
night. 

The 13th in the morning before we weighed our anchors, our boats were fent to 
found over this breach; our Ihips riding at the fide thereof at five fathom: and a 
fliip’s length from us we found but four and a quarter, and then deeping and {hallow¬ 
ing for the fpace of two miles, fo that fometimes we found five fathoms and by and by 
feven, and within two cables with the lead nine and then eight, next call five and then 
fix, and then four and then nine again, and deeper; but three fathoms was the leaft, 
t wo leagues off from the fhore. This breach is 35 degrees and a half, and lyeth at the 
very N. E. point of Croatoan, whereas goeth a fret out of the main fea into the inner 
waters, which part the iflands and the main land. 

The 15th Auguft towards evening we came to an anchor at Ilatoralk, in 36 deg. 
20 min. in five fathom water, three leagues from the Ihore. At our firft coming to 
anchor on this Ihore we faw a great ftnoke rife in the ifle Roanoak near the place where 
I left our colony fit the year 1587 ; which ftnoke put us in good hope that loine of the 
colony were there expecting my return out of England. 

The 16th and next morning our two boats went afliore, and Captain Cook and Cap¬ 
tain Spicer, and their company with me, with intent to pafs to the place Roanoak where 
our countrymen were left. At our putting from the Ihip we commanded our maftcr 
gunner to make ready two minions and a faulcon well loaden, and to Ihoot them olf,wiih 
reafonable fpace between every {hot, to the end that their reports might be heard to 
the place where wc hoped to find fome of our people. This was accordingly performed, 
and our two boats put off unto the fhore; in the Admiral’s boat we founded all the 
way, and found from our fhip until we came within a mile of the fliore, nine, eight, 
and feven fathoms: but before we were half way between our flii^s and the Ihore, we 
faw another great fmoke to the S. W. of Kindrikers Mountes: we therefore thought 
good to go to that fecond fmoke firft : but it was much farther from the harbour 
where we landed, than we fuppofed it to be, fo that we'were very fore tired before we 
came to the fmoke. But that which grieved us more, was, that when we came to the 
fmoke, we found no man, nor fign that any had been there lately, nor yet any frefh 
water in all this way to drink. Being thus wearied with this journey we returned to 
the harbour where we left our boats, who in our abfence had brought their calks afhore 
for frefti water; fo we deferred our going to Roanoak until the next morning, and 
caufed fome of thofe failors to dig in thofe fandy hills for frefh water, whereof we 
found very fuflicient. That night we returned aboard with our boats and oar whole 
company m fafety. , 

The next morning, the 17th Auguft, our boat#tad company were prepared again to 
go to Roanoak : but Captain Spicer had then.fent his boat afhore for frefh water, by 
means whereof it was ten of the clock of the forenoon before we put from our fhips, 
•which were then come to an anchor within two miles of the fhore. The Admiral’s 
boat was. half wav towards the fliore, when Captain Spicer put off from his fhip. The 
Admiral^ boat flryfaffed the breach, but not without fome danger of finking, for we 
‘had a Ufa break into *our boat which filled us half full of water, but by the will of God, 
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and careful fteerage of Captain Cook we came fafe afliore, laving only that bur furni¬ 
ture, victuals, match and powder were much wet and fpoiled. For at this time the wind 
blew at N. E. and dired into the harbour lb great a gale, that the fea brake extremely 
oil the bar, and the tide went very forcibly at the entrance. 

By that time our Admiral’s boat was hauled afliore, and moft of our things taken ’ 
out to dry. Captain Spicer came to the entrance of the breach with his mall Handing up, 
and was half way over, but by the ralh and indifcrect fteerage of Ralph Skinner, his 
mailer's male, a very dangerous fea brake into their boat, and overfet them quite; the 
men kept the boat, feme in it, and feme hanging on it, but the next fea fet the boat on 
ground, where* it beat fo that fomc of them were forced to let go their hold, hoping 
to wade afliore, but the fea Hill beat them down, fo that they could neither Hand nor 
fwim, and-the boat twice or thrice was turned the keel upward, thereupon Captain Spicer 
■and Skinner hung until they funk, and were feen no more: but four that could lwim 
a little kept themfelves in deeper water, and were faved by Captain Cook’s means, 
who fo foon-as he law their overfetting, ftripped himfelf, and four other that could 
fwim very well, and with all hafte poffible i-owed unto them, and faved four. They 
were eleven in all, and feven of the chiefeft were drowned, whofe names were, Edward 
Spicer, Ralph Skinner, Edward Kelly, Thomas Bevis, Hance the furgeon, Edward 
Kelborn, Robert Coleman. This mifchance did fo much difeomfort the lailors, that 
they were all of one mind not to go any farther to feek the planters. But in the end 
by the commandment and perfuafionof me and Captain Cook, they prepared the boats, 
and feeing the captain and me fo refolute, they feertied much more willing. Our boats 
and all things fitted again we put off from Hatoralk, being the number of nineteen perfons 
in both boats, but before we could get to the place where our planters were left, it was fo 
exceeding dark, that we overlhot the place a quarter of a mile: there we efpied towards 
the north end of the illand the light ot a great fire through the woods, to the which we 
prelently rowed; when we came right over-againft it,we let fall ourgrapnell near the fhore, 
and founded with a trumpet a call, and afterwards many familiar Englifh tunes of fongs, 
and called to them friendly • but we had no anfwer, we therefore landed at day¬ 
break, and coming to the fire, we found the grafsand fundry rotten trees burning about 
the place : from hence we went through the woods to that part of the illand directly 
over-againft Dafamonguepeuk, and from thence we returned by the warer-fide, round 
about the north point of the illand, until we came to the place where I left our colony 
in the year 1586. In all this way we law in the fund the print of the favages’ feet of 
two or three forts trodden the night, and as we entered up the landy bank upon a tree, in 
the very brow thereof were curioully carved the fair Roman letters C R O: which 
letters prefently we knew to fignify the place, where I fhould find the planters feated, 
according to a fecret token agreed upon between them and me, at my laft departure 
from them; which was, that in any ways they lhould not fail to write or carve on the 
trees, or polls of the doors, the name of the place where they lhould be feated : for at 
my coming away they , were prepared to remove from Roanoak fifty miles into the 
main. Therefore at my departure from them, anno 1587, I willed them, that if 
they lhould happen tb be diltreffed iir any of thole places, that then they fhould carve 
over the letters or name, a crofs x in this form, but we found nofuch fign of dittrels. 
And having well conlidered of this, we paffed towards the place where they were left 
in fundry houfes, but we found the houfes taken.down, and the place ve-y ftrcugly en- 
clofed with a high palil'ado of great trees, with curtains and flankers t i»cry Yon-Lke, and 
one of the chief trees or polls at the right fide of the entrance had tfte bark taken off. 
Mid five feet from the ground in fair capital letters was graven CROATOAN with- 
vol. xn. 4L out 
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out any crofs or ftgn of diftrcfs: this done we entered into the palifado, where we 
found ina.ny bars of iron, two pigs of lead, four iron fowlers, iron facker (hot, 
and fuch like heavy things thrown here and there, almofl overgrown with grafs 
and weeds. 

, From thence we went along by the water-fidc, towards the point of the creek to 
fee if we could find any of the boats or pinnace, but we could perceive no fign of 
them, nor any of the laft falkons and fmall ordnance which were left with them at my 
departure from them. At our return from the creek, fome of our faiiors meeting us, 
told us that they had found where divers chells had been hidden, and long fince 
digged up again and broken up,, and much of the goods in them fpoiled and fcattered 
about,but nothing left of fuch things as the favages knewany ufe of, undefaced. I’refcnily 
Captain Cook and 1 went to the place, which was in the end of an old trench, made 
two years pall by Captain Ainadas; where we found five cherts that had been care¬ 
fully hidden of the planters, and of the fame cherts three were my own, and about the 
place many of my things fpoiled and broken, and my books torn from tlx: covers, the 
frames of fome of my pictures and maps, rotten and fpoiled with rain, and my armour 
almoft eatei\ thrqngh with ruft : this could be no other but the deed of the favages 
our enemies at Dafamonguepeuk, who had watched the departure of our men to Croa- 
toan : and as foon as they were departed, digged up every place where they fufpc&ed 
any thing to be buried: but although it much grieved me to Ice fuch fpoil of my 
goods, yet on the other fide I greatly joyed that I had fafely found a certain token 
of their fafe-being at Croatoan, which is the place where Manteowas born, and the favages 
of the ifland our friends. 

When we had leen in this place fo much as' we could, we returned to our boats, 
and departed from the fhore towards our Ihips with as much fpeed as we could, for 
the weather began to over-cart, and very likely that a foul and ftonny night would 
enfue. Therefore the fame evening with much danger and labour, we got ourfelves 
aboard, by which time the wind and feas were fo greatly rifen, that we doubled our cables 
and anchors would fcarcely holcfuntil morning: wherefore the captain caufed the boats 
to be manned with five lufty men, who could fwim all well, and lent them to the little 
ifland on the right hand of the harbour, to bring aboard fix of our men, who had filled 
our carte with frefh water: the boat the fame night returned aboard with our men, 
but all our carte ready filled they left behind, impollible to be had aboard without, 
danger of carting away both men and boats; for this night proved very rtormy 
and foul. 

The next morning it was agreed by the captain and myfelf, with the mafter and 
others to weigh anchor, and go for the place at Croatoan, where our planters were; 
for that then the wind was good for that place, and alfo to leave that calk with frefh 
water on (hore in the ifland until our return. So then they brought the cable to the 
capftan, but when the anchor was almoft apeak, the cable broke, by means whereof we 
lort another anchor, wherewith we drove fo fart into the fhore, that we were forced 
to fot fall a third anchor, which came fo fart home that the fhip was almoft aground by 
Ken rick’s Mounts, fo that we were forced to let*flip the cable end for end. And if it 
had* not chanced that we had fallen into.a channel of deeper water, clofer by the 
fhore than we accounted of, we could never have gone clear of the point that Iyeth 
to the fouthward of Kenrick’s Mounts. Being thus clear of fome dangers, and 
gotten into deeper waters, but not without fome lofs; for we had but one cable and 
anchor left us ft four, and the weather grew to be fouler and fouler; our, victuals 
fcarce, and our cafk and frefh water loft: it was therefore determined that we fhould 
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go for St. John or fome other ifland to the foufhward for frelh water. But it was 
further propofed that if we could any way fupply our wants of victuals and other ne- 
ceflajies, either at Hifpaniola, St. John, or Trinadad, that then we (hould continue in 
the Indies all the winter following, with hope to make two rich voyages of one, and at 
our return to vifit our countrymen in Virginia. ’ 

The captain and the whole company in the Admiral (with my earned: petitions) 
thereunto agreed, lb that it refted only to know what the mailer of the Moon-light our 
confort would do herein: but when we demanded them if they would accompany us 
* in that new determination, they alledged that their weak and leaky fhip was not able to 
continue it: wherefore the fame night we parted, leaving the Moon-light to go direftly 
for England, and the Admiral let his courfe for Trinadad, which courfe we kept 
two days. 

On the 28th the wind changed, and it was fet on foul weather every day, but this 
ftorm brought the wind W. and N. W.'and blew fo forcibly that we were able to 
bear no fail'but our fore-courfe half mail high, wherewith we ran upon the wind per 
force the due courfe for England, for that we were driven to change our firft deter¬ 
mination for Trinadad, and Hood for the iflands of the Azores, where we purpofed to 
take in frefh water, and there hoped to meet w’th iome Englilh men of war about 
thofe iflands, at whole hands we might obtain fume fupply of our wants. And thus 
continuing our courfe for the Azores, fometimes with calms, and fometimes' with very 
fcarce winds, on the 15th of September the wind came S. S. E. and blew fo exceedingly 
that we were forced to lie atry all that day. At this time by account we judged our- 
felves to be about twenty leagues to the weft of Cuervo and Flores, but about night the 
ftorm ceafed, and fair weather enfued. 

On the 17th we faw Cuervo and Flores, but we could not come to anchor that 
night by reafon the wind fhifted. The next morning, the 18th, ftanding in again for 
Cuervo, we deferied a fail a-head us, to whom we gave chafe, but when we came near 
unto him we knew him to be a Spaniard, and hoped to make fure purchafe of him ; 
but we underftood at our fpeaking with him, that he was a prize, and of the Domingo 
fleet, already taken by the John our confort, in the Indies. We learned alfo of the 
prize, that our vice-admiral and pinnace had fought with the reft of the Domingo fleet, 
and had forced them with their Admiral to flee unto Jamaica under the fort for fuc- 
cour, and fome of them ran themfelves aground, whereof one of them they brought 
away, and took out of fome others fo much as the time would permit. And further 
we underftood of them, that in their return from Jamaica about the Organes near Cape 
St. Anthony, our Vice-admiral met with two fhips of the main land from Mexico, bound 
for Havanna, with whom he fought. In which light our Vice-admiral’s lieutenant 
■was flain, and the captain’s right arm ftrucken off, with four others of his men flain, 
and fixteen hurt. But in the end he entered and took one of the Spanifh fhips, which 
was fo (hot by us under water, that before they could take out her treafurc, fhe funk, 
fo that we loft thirteen pipes of filver that funk with her, befides much other rich 
merchandize. And in the mean time the other Spanifh fhip, being pierced with nine 
lhot under water, got away ; whoirf*our vice-admiral intended to purfue : but fome 
of their men in the top made certain rocks, which they faw above water near the fhore, 
to be galleys of Havana and Cartagena, coming from Havana to refeue the two fhips. 
Wherefore they gave over the chafe, and went for England. After this-Intelligence 
was givdh us by this our prize, he departed from us and went for England. 

On the 19th of September we came to anchor near a fmall village’ on .the north fide 
tf Flores, where we found riding five Englifh men of war, of vhbm we underftood 
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that our Vice-admiral and prize were gone thence for England. One ofthefe five was 
the Moon-Kght our confort, who upon the firft fight of our coming into Flores, fet fail 
and went for England, not taking any leave of us. 

On the 20th the Mary Rofe, admiral of the Queen’s fleet, wherein was General Sir 
' Jbhn Hawkins, flood in with Flores, and divers others of the Queen’s {hips, namely, 
the Hope, the Nonpareillia, the Rainbow, the Swiftfure, the Forefight, with many other 
good merchants ihips of war, and many other good (hips and pinnaces, ali attending to 
meet with the King of Spain’s fleet, coming Terra Firma of the Weft Indies. 

The 22d we went aboard the Rainbow, and towards night we fpake with the Swift¬ 
fure, and give him three pieces. The captain defired our company, a wherefore we 
willingly attended on them : who at this time with ten other fhips flood for Fayal. 
But the General with the reft of the fleet were feparated from us, making two fleets, 
for the furer meeting of the Spanifh fleet. 

On the 23d we faw Gratiofa, where the Admiral and the reft of the Queen’s fleet 
were come together. The Admiral put forth a fldg of council, in which was deter¬ 
mined that the whole fleet fhould go for the main, and fpread themfelves on the coaft 
of Spain andPortugal,* fo far as conveniently they might, for the furer meeting with the 
Spanifh fleet, in thofe parts. 

The 26th we came to Fayal, where the Admiral with fome other of the fleet an¬ 
chored, otherfomg plyed up and down between that and Pico until midnight: at which 
time the Anthony fhot off a piece, and weighed, {hewing his light; after whom the whole 
fleet flood to the eaft, the wind atN. E. by E. 

'Hie 27th towards evening we took our leave of the Admiral and whole fleet, who 
flood to the eaft. But our {hip accompanied with a fly-boat flood in again with 
S. George, where we propofed to take in more frefh water, and fome other frefh 
vi&uals. 

On the 30th, feeing the wind hang fo northerly that we could not attain the ifland 
of S. George, we gave over our purpofe to water there, and the next day framed our 
due courfe for England. 

October. 

The ad of Oftober in the morning we faw S. Michael’s Ifland on our ftarboard 
quarter. 

The 23d, at ten of the clock of the forenoon, we faw Ufhant in Britaigne. 

The 24th we came in fafety, God be thanked, to an anchor at Plymouth* 


THE 
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THE FIRST RELATION OF JAQUES .CARTHIER OF S. MALO, 

of THB 

NEW LAND, CALLED NEW FRANCE, 

NEWLY DISCOVERED IN THE YEAR OF OUR .LORD 1534*. 

A FTER that Sir Charles of Movy, Knight, Lord of Meylleraye, and Vice-admiral 
of France, had caufed the captains, mailers, and mariners to be fwom to behave 
themfelves truly and faithfully in the fervice of the moil Chriftian King of France, 
under the charge of the faid Carthier, upon the 20th day of April 1534, we departed 
from the port of S. Malo, with two ihips of three fcore ton a-piece burthen, and fixty- 
one well appointed men in each one; and with fuch profperous weather we failed on¬ 
ward, that upon the 10th day of May, we came to Newfoundland,, where we entered 
into the cape of Buona Villa, which is in latitude 48 degrees and a half, and in longi¬ 
tude , but becaufe of the great flore of the ice, that was along the faid land, we 

were conilrained to enter into an haven called S. Katherine’s Haven, diftant from the 
other port about five leagues towards S. S. E.; there did we ftay ten days looking for 
fair weather ; and in the meanwhile we mended and dreffed our boats. 

Upon the 21 ft of May the wind being in the W. we hoifted fail and failed toward 
N. by E. from the cape of Buona Vifta, until we came to the Ifland of Birds, which 
was environed about with a bank of ice, but broken and cracked: notwithftanding the 
faid bank, our two boats went thither to take in fome birds,whereof there is fuch plenty, 
that unlefs a man did fee them, he would think it an incredible thing: for albeit the 
ifland (which containeth about a league in circuit) be fo full of them, that they feem 
to have been brought thither, and faved for the nonce, yet are there an hundred fold 
as many hovering about it as within, fome of which are as big as jays, black and 
white with beaks like unto crows: they lie always upon the fea; they cannot fly very 
high becaufe their wings are fo little, and no bigger than half one’s hand, yet do they 
fly as fwiftly as any birds of the air level to the water ; they are alfo exceeding fat, we 
named them Aporath. In lefs than half an hour, we filled two boats full of them, as 
if they had been with ftones : fo that befides them which we did eat frelh, every fhip did 
powder and fall five or fix barrels full of them. 

Befides thefe, there is another kind of birds which hover in the air, and over the fea, 
lefier than the others; and thefe do all gather themfelves together in the ifland, and 
put themfelves un^er the wings of other birds that are greater: thefe we named 
Godertz. There are alfo of another iort, but bigger, and white, which bite e,ven as 
dogs, thofe we named Margaulx. And albeit the faid ifland be fourteen leagues from 
the main land, notwithftanding bears come fwimming to eat of the faid birds; and 
our men found one there as great as any cow, nnd as white as any fwan,*’vlii> in their 
prefence leaped into the fea; and upon Whitfun Monday (following our voyage to- 
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ward the land) we met her by the way, fwimming towards land as fwiftly as we 
could fail. .So foon as w« faw her we purfued her in our boats, and by main flrength 
took her, wbofe flefh was as good to be eaten as the flelh of a cattle of two years 
old. The Wednefday following, being the 27th of the month, we came to the en¬ 
trance of the bay of the Caftles, but becaufe the weather was ill, and the great ftore of 
ice we found, we were conftrained to enter into an harbour about the* laid entrance, 
called Carpimr, where becaufe we could not come out of it, we flayed, till the 9th of 
June, what time we departed, hoping with the help of God to fail further than the faid 
Carpunt, which is in latitude 51 degrees. 

. The land from Cape Razo to Cape Degrad, which is the point of the entrance of the 
bay that trendeth from head to head towards N. N. E. and S. S.W. All this part of 
land is parted into iflands, < 5 ne fo near the other, that there are but fmall rivers between 
them, through the which you may pais with little boats, therefore there are certain 
good harbours, among which are thofe of Carpunt and Degrad. In one of thefe 
iflands that is the higheft of them all, being on the -top of it, you may pjaihly fee the 
two low iflands that are near to Cape Razo, from whence to the port of Carpuut they 
count it 25 leagues, and there are two entrances thereat, the one on the call, the other 
on the fouth of die iiland. But you mull take heed of the fide and point of theeail, 
becaufe that every where there is nothing elfe but fhelves, and the water is very fhallow. 
You mull go about the iiland toward the weft the length of half a cable or there¬ 
about, and then to* go toward the fouth to the faid Carpunt. Alfo you are to take 
heed of three fhelves that are in the channel under water ; and toward the iiland on the 
eafl fide in the channel, the water is of three and four fathom deep, and clear ground. 
The other trendeth towards E. N. E., and on the weft you may go on fhore. 

Going from the point Degrad, and entering into the faid bay toward the W. by N. 
there is fome doubt of two iflands that are on the right fide, one of the which is diftant from 
the laid point three leagues, and the other feven, either more or lefs than the firfl, 
bang a low and plain land, and it feemeth to be part of the main land. I named it 
S. Xatherine’s Ifland, in which towards the N. E. there is very dry foil j but about a 
quarter of a league from it, very ill ground j fo that you mult go a little about. The 
faid ifland and the port of Caftles trend towards N. N. E. and S. S. ( W., and are about 
15 leagues afunder. From the laid port of Caftles to the port of Gutte, which is in the 
north-eaftern part of the faid bay, that trendeth toward E. N. E. and W. S. W. there 
are twelve leagues arid a half, and about two leagues from the port of Balances, that 
is to fay a third part athwart the faid bay ; the depth being founded it is about thirty- 
eight fathoms, and from the faid port of Balances to the white fands toward W. S. W. 
there is fifteen leagues, but you mufl take heed of a fhelf that lyeth about three leagues 
outward from the faid white fands on the S. W. fide above water like a boat. 

White Sand is a road in the which there is no place guarded from the fouth nor 
fouth-eaft. But towards S. S. W. from the faid road there are two iflands, one of the 
which is called Brefl Iiland, and the other the Ifland of Birds, in which there is great 
ftore of godertz and crows with red beaks and red feet; they make their nefts in 
holes under the ground even as conies. A point of land being pafifed about a league 
from White Sand, there is a port and palfage found, called the iflettes, a better place 
t han White Sand, and there is great filhing: from the faid port of the Iflettes unto 
another called Brefl, the circuit is aboyt ten leagues. This port is in lat. 51 deg. 
55 min. and »' longitude . From the Iflettes to that place there are many* other 
iflands, and ptfniffort of Brefl is alfo amongfl thofe iflands. Moreover the iflands : 
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' do compafs more than three leagues from the fai<Ji Breft, being low, and over them arc 
the other lands above-mentioned feen. , 

Upon the 1 oth June, we with our {hips entered into the port of Breft, to furnifh 
ourfelves with water and wood, and to make us ready to pafs the faid bay. Upon 
S. Barnabas day, fervice being heard, we with our. boats went beyond the faid bzf, * 
toward the weft, to fee what harbours were there: we patted through the midft of 
the fflets, which were fo many in number it was not poffible they might be told, for 
they continued about ten leagues beyond the faid port. We to reft ourfelves ftaid in 
one of them a night, and there we found great ftore of duck eggs, and other birds 
that there do make’their neft; we named them all the lflettes. 

The next day we patted the faid iflands, and beyond them all we found a good haven, 
which we named S. Anthony’s Haven, and one or two"" leagues beyond, we found a 
little river toward the S. W. coaft that is between two other iflands, and is a good har¬ 
bour : and there wo fet up a crofs, and named it S. Servan’s Port: and on the S. W. 
fide of the fayl port and river, about one league, there is a fmall illand as round as an 
oven, environed about with many other little iflands, that give notice to the faid ports. 
Further about two leagues there is another greater river, in which we t ook good ftore 
of falnion ; that, we named S. James’ River. Being in the faid river wefawa {hip of 
Rochel, that the night before had patted the port of Breft, where they thought to have 
gone a filhing, but the mariners knew not where they were. We with our boats 
approached near unto it, and did direft it to another port, one league* more toward the 
weft than the laid river of S. James, which I take to be one of the beft in all the world, 
and therefore we named it James Carthier’s Sound. If the foil were as good as the 
harbours arc, it were a great commodity, but is not to be called the New Land, but 
rather ftones and wild craggs, and a place fit for wild beafts; for in all the north ifland, 

I did not fee a cart-load of good earth, yet went I on ttiore in many places ; and in the 
ifland of White Sand there is nothing ell'e but mofs and fmall ftones, fcattered here and 
there, withered and dry. To be fliort, I believe that this was the land that God allotted 
to Cain. There are men of an indifferent good ftature and bignefs. but wild and un¬ 
ruly : they wear their hair tied on the top like a wreath of hay, and put a wooden pit 
within it, or any othej fuch thing inftead of a nail, and with them they bipd certain 
birds’ feathers. They are cloathed with beaft’s {kins, as well the men as women, but 
the women go fomewhat ftraighter and clofer in their garments than the men do, 
with their waifts girded: they paint themfelves with certain roan colours: their 
boats are made of the bark of birch trees, with the which they fifti and take great 
ftore of feals. and as far as we could underftand fince our coming thither, that is not 
their habitation, but they come from the main land out of hotter countries, to catch the 
feals and other neceffaries for their living. 

Upon the 13th of that month we came to our {hips again with our boats on purpofe 
to fail forwards becaufe the weather was fair, and on Sunday caufed fervice to be 
faid: then on Morfday being the 15th of the month we departed from Breft, and 
failed towards the fouth to take a view of the lands that there we had feen, that feemed 
unto us to be two iilknds, but when we were amidft the bay, we knew it to be firm 
land, where was a great double cape, one tibove the other, and therefore we named it 
the Double Cape. In the entrance of the bay we founded, and found it to be 100 
fathom round about us. From Breft to the Double Cape, there is about twenty leagues, 
and about five or fix leagues beyond we founded again, and found fofty fathom water.. 
The faid land lieth N. E. and S. W. The next day being the i6th*of the month, we 
failed along the faid ‘coaft towards the S. W. by S. about thirty-five’ leagues from the 

Double 
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’Double'Cape, Where we found very Jleep and wild Kills, among the which were feen 
certain final l cabins, which we in the country call granges, and therefore we named 
them the Hills of the Granges. The other lands and mountains are all craggy, cleft, 
and cut, and betwixt them and the fea, there are other iflands, but low. The day be- 
" fore through the dark mifls and fogs of the weather, we could not have fight or any 
land, but in the evening we fpied an entrance into the land, by a river among the faid 
Hill of Granges, and a cape lying toward the S. W. about thrfce leagues from us. The 
faid Cape is on the top of it blunt pointed and alfo ^toward the fea, it endeth in a point, 
wherefore we named it the Pointed Cape; on the north fide of which there is a plain 
ifland. But becaufe we would have notice of the faid entrance, to fe£ if there were 
any good havens, we (truck fail for that night. The next day, the 17th, we had (lormy 
weather from N. E. wtierefore we took our way toward the S. W. until Thurs¬ 
day morning, and we went about thirty-feven leagues, till we came athwart a bay, full 
df round iflands like dove-houfes, and therefore we named them the Dove Houfes. 
And from the bay of St. Julian from the which td a cape that lyeth S..by W. which 
we called Cape Royal, there are feven leagues, and towards the W. S. W. fide of the 
faid cape there is another that beneath is all craggy, and above round. On the 
north fide of which, about half a league, there lyeth a low land: that cape we named 
the Cape of Milk. Between thefe two capes there are certain low lands, above 
which there are ;dfo certain others that fhew that there be fome rivers. About two 
leagues from Cape Royal we founded and found twenty fathom water $ and there is 
the greateft fifhing for cods that pofiibly may be : for flaying for our company, in lefe 
than an hour we took about one hundred or them. 

The next day being the 18th of the month, the wind with fuch rage turned againfl 
us, that we were conftrained to go back towards Cape Royal, thinking there to,find fome 
harbour, and with our boats went to difcover between the Cape Royal and the Cape of 
Milk, and found that above the low iflands is a great and very deep gulfe, within 
which are certain iflands. The faid gulfe on the fouth fide is (hut up. The aforefaid 
low grounds are on one of the fides of the entrance, and Cape Royal is on the other. 
The (aid low grounds do ftretch themfelves xAore than half a league within the fea: 
it is a plain country but an ill foil, and in the midft of the entrance thereof there is an 
ifland. The faid gulfe in latitude is 48 degrees and a half, and in longitude . 

That night we found no harbour, and therefore we launched out into the fea, leaving 
the cape toward the weft. 

From the faid day until the 24th of the month, being S. John’s day, we had both 
(lormy weather, and wind againfl us, with fuch darknefs and mills, that until S. John’s 
day we could have no fight of any land, and then had we fight of a cape of land, that 
from Cape Royal lieth S. W. about 35 leagues, but that day was fo foggy and mifty, 
that we could not come near land, and becaufe it was S. John’s day, we named it 
Cape S. John. 

The next day bang the 25th of the month, the weather was alfd (lormy, dark, and 
windy, but yet we failed part of the way towards W.N. W. and in the evening 
we ppt ourlelves athwart until the fecond quarter: when as we cleparted then did we 
by our compafs know that we were N. W. Dy W. about feven leagues and a half from 
the Cape of S. John, and as we were about to hoift fail, the wind turned into the N. W. 
* wherefore Jap went S.E. about fifteen leagues, and came to three iflands, two of 
which ar#|Peea^d as upright as any wall, fo that it was not poflible to climb them: and 
between^jfeT' tfewN 8 a little rock. Thefe iflands were as full of birds, as any field 
or meadwf% pf grafs, which there do make their nefts, and in the greatefl of them, 
* * e there 
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there was a great and infinite number of thofe we call Margaulx, that are white and 
bagger than any geefe, which were fevered in one'part. In the other were qplyjGodetz 
and great Apponatz, Hike to thofe of that ifland that we above have mentioned. We 
went doWn to the loweft part of the lead ifland,where we killed above a thoufand of thofe 
Godetz and Apponatz. We put into our boats fo many of them as we pleafed, for in* • 
lefs than one hour we might have filled thirty fuch boats of them : we named them 
the iflands of Margaulx. About five leagues from the faid iflands on the weft, there 
is another ifland that is about two leagues in length, and fo much in breadth : there 
did we ftay all night to take in water and wood. That ifland is environed round about 
with fand, and, hath a very good road about it three or four fathom deep. Thofe 
iflands have the belt foil that ever we faw, for that one of their fields is more worth 
than all the New-land. We found it all full of goodly trees, meadows, fields full pf 
wild corn, and peafon bloomed, as thick, as rank, and as fair, as any can be feen in 
Britaing; fo that they feemed to have been ploughed and fowed. There was alfo 
great ftore .of goofeberries, ftrawbgrries, damalk rofes, parfley, with other very fweet 
and pleafant herbs. About the faid ifland are very great beafts as great as oxen, which 
have two great teeth m their mouths like unto elephant’s teeth, and live alfo in the 
fea. We law one of them fleeping upon the bank by the water, we thinking to take. 
Went to it with our boats, but fo toon as he heard us, he caft himfelf into the fea. 
We alfo faw bears and wolves: we named it Brion’s Ifland. About it towards S, E. 
and N. W. there are great lakes. As far as I could gather and comprehend, l think 
that there be fome paffage between Newfoundland and Brion’s Ifland: if fo it were, 
it would be a great fhortening, as well of the time as of the way, if any perfection 
could be found in it. About four leagues from that ifland towards W. S. W. is the 
firm land, which fpemeth to be as an ifland encompaffed about with little iflands of 
fands. There is a goodly cape which we named Cape Dolphin, for there is the be- 
ginning of good grounds. On the 27th of June we compaffed the faid lands about, 
that lies W. S. W.: and afar off they feem to be little hills of fand, for they are but 
lowlands, we could neither go to them, nor land on them, becaufe the wind was againft 
us. That day we went fifteen leagues^ 

The next day we went along the faid land about ten leagues, till we came to a cape 
of red land, that is* ail craggy, within the which there is a break looking toward the 
north. It is a very low country. There is alfo between the fea and a certain pool, a 
plain field; and from the cape of land and the pool unto another cape there are about 
fourteen leagues. The land is fafhioned as it were half a circle, all compaffed about 
with fand like a ditch, over which as far as one’s eye can ftretch, there is nothing but 
marfh grounds and ftanding pools. And before you come to the firft cape, very near 
the main land there are two little iflands. About five leagues from the fecond cape to¬ 
wards the S. W. there is another ifland very high and pointed, which we named 
Aiezai. The firft cape named St. Peter’s Cape, becaufe upon that day we came 
thither. 

From Brion’s Ifland to this place there is good anchorage of fand, and having founded 
towards S. W. even to the fhore above five leagues, we found twenty-five fathom water, 
and Within orte league twelve fathom, and,very near the fhore fix fathoms, rather *more 
than Ids, and alfo good anchorage. But becaufe we would be the better acquainted 
with this ftohy and rocky ground, we ftruck our fails low and athwart. Tihe next day 
being the agth the wind blew S. by E. We failed weftward until TueflUf ’morning 
the 30th at ftm-tifing, without any fight or knowledge of any land^xcepit in the even* 
tag towards fun-fet,. that we difeovered a land which feemed |o be two Iflands, that 
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were beyond us W. S.W. about nine, or ten, leagues- All rite next day, rill, pc$| 
morning at fun-rifmg we* (ailed weftwafd about 40 leagues, and by the way we petceiv^l 
Chat the land we had feen like iflands, was firm land, lying S. S. E. and N. N« V( r %o 
ivety good cape of land called Cape Orleans. All the faid land is low and plain, and 
. <fee faireft that mhy poffibly be feen, full of goodly meadows and trees. True it is, that 
we could find no harbour there, beciufe it is all foil of (helves and fonds. We with our 
boats went on ihore in many places, and amongft the reft we entered into a goodly river, 
but very (hallow, which we named the River of Boats, becaufe there we few boats full 
of wild men that were crofting the river. We had no other notice of the faid wild 
men } for the wind came from the fea, and fo beat us againft the (hare, that we were 
conftrained to retire ourfelves with our boats towards our fhips. Till the next day 
morning at fun-rifing being the ift of July, we failed N. E. in which time there rofe 
great mills and ftorms, and therefore we (truck our fails till two o’clock in the after¬ 
noon, that the weather became clear, and there we had fight of Cape Orleans and of 
another about feven leagues from us, lying N. by E. and that we called Wild Men’s 
Cape. On the north fide of this Cape about half a league, there is a very dangerous 
fhelf and bank of (tones. Whilft we were at this cape we faw a man running after our: 
boats that were going along the coaft, who made figns unto us that we (hould return 
towards the faid cape again. We feeing fuch figns began to turn toward him, bat he 
feeing us come began to flee : fo foon as we were come on (hore, we let a knife before 
him and a woollen girdle on a little ftaff, and then came to our fhips again. That day 
we trended the faid land about nine or ten leagues, hoping to find fome good harbour, 
but it was not poflible: for as I have faid already it is a very low land, and invironed 
round about with great (helves. Neverthelefs we went that day on fhore in four places, 
to fee the goodly and fweet fmelling trees that were there. We found them to be 
cedars, yew trees, pines, and white elms, afhes, willows, with many other forts of 
trees to us unknown, but without any fruit; the grounds where no wood is, are very 
fair, and foil of peafon, white and red goofeberries, ftrawberries, blackberries, and 
Wild corn even like unto rye, which feemed to have been fown and ploughed* This 
country is of better temperature than any other that can be feen, and very hot. There 
are many thrufhes, flockdoves, and other birds. To be fhort, there wanteth nothing 
but good harbours. • 

The next day being the 2d July, we difcovered and had fight of land on the 
northern fide towards us, that did join unto the land aforefaid, all compalfed about, 
and we know that it had about in depth and as much athwart; we named 
it St. Lunario’s Bay, and with our boats we went to the cape towards the north, and 
found the fhore fo (hallow, that at the fpace of a league from the land there was but a 
fathom water. On the N. E. fide of the faid cape, about feven or -eight leagues, there 
is another cape of land, in the midft thereof is a bay fafliioned triangle wife, very deep, 
and fo far off as we could ken from it, the fame lieth N. E. The laid bay is compafled 
about with fands and lhelves about 10 leagues from the land, and there is but two 
fothoA water. From the faid cape to the bank of the other, there is about 15 leagues. 
We'bejng acrofs the faid dipes, difcovered another land and cape, and as for as we 
eOuld «ln it lay N. by E. All that night the weather was very ill,, and great 
fo that we were conftrained to bear a fraall fail till next morning, witen-the wh^kfwAe 
(fitem theWijft, and we foiled northward to have a fight of the land' that yh 
Sfct tST. ®. fide above the low lands, above which high and low . lands j«, zmm, 
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hyptts that we fhould find a paffage, like onto the paffage oftheCafth®. The &m$ galfe 
lieth £« M. E*. End W. S. ‘W'* The ground that heth on the fouth fide of the {aid gulffe, 
fe as good E&d eafy to be manured, and full of as goodly fields and meadows, as fitly 
that ever we have feen, as plain and fmooth as any die : and that which lieth on the 
north is a country altogether billy, full of woods and very high and great trees of fundp. 
forts : among the reft there are goodly cedars, atfd fir trees, as poftibly can be feet?# 
able to make mafts for fhips of 300 ton: neither did we fee any place that was not 
fall of the faid trees, except two only that were full of goodly meadows, with two 
very fair lakes. The midft of the faid bay is 47 degrees and a half in latitude. 

The cape q f theffaid fouth land was called the Cape of Hope, through the hope that 
there we had to find fome paffage. The 4th July we went along the coaft of the laid 
land on the northerly fide to find fome harbour, where we entexed into a creek altogether 
open towards the fouth, where there is no fuccour againft the wind : we thought good 
to name it S. Martin’s Creek. There we flayed front the 4th of July until the lath. 
While we .were there, on Monday, being the 6th of the month, lervice being done, we 
with one of <mr boats went to difcover a cape and point of land that on the weftein fide 
was about feven or eight leagues from us, to fee which way it did bend, and being ynthin 
half a league of it, we faw two companies of boats of wild men going from one land to 
the other; their boats were in number about 40 or 50, one part of which came to the 
faid point, and a great number of the men waft on more making a great noife, beckon¬ 
ing unto us that we fhould come on land, fhewing certain fkins upon pieces of wood, 
but becaufe we had but one only boat we would not go to them, but went to the other 
fide lying in the fea : they feeing us flee prepared two of their boats to follow us, with 
which came aim 1 five more of them that were coming from the fea fide, all which ap¬ 
proached mifr into our boat, dancing and making many figns of joy and mjrth, as it 
were defiring our friendfhip, faying m their tongue Napeu tondamen afiurtah, with 
many other words that we underftood not. But becaufe, as we have faid, that we had 
but one boat, we would not ftand to their courtefy, but made figns unto them that they 
fhould turn back, which they would not do, but with great fury came towards us, and 
fuddenlywith their boats compaffed us about. And becaufe they would not away from us 
by any figns that we could make, we fhot off two pieces among them, which did fo terrify 
them, that they put themfdves to flight towards the faid point, making a great noife: 
•and having ftaid awhile, they began anew, even as at firft to come to us again., and 
being come near to our boat, we ftruck at them with two lances, which thing lyas^fb 
great a terror unto them, that with great hafte they began to flee, and would no more 
fcttoWus. 

The next day part of the faid wild meft with nine of their boats, came to the point 
and entrance to the creek, where we with oui fhips were at road. We being advpr- 
rifed of their coming, went to die point where they were with our boat? i. but jfo foon as 
they- faw us, they began to flee, making figns that they came to traffic^ us, 
fhewing us fuch reins as they cloathe themfelves withall, which are of fina|l value. 
We likewife made figns unto them that we wiflied them no evil; and in flea thereof 


wopf ei^taen vehpured to go on land to them, and carry them knives other iron 
wares, and a red hat to give unto their captain. Which when they* (aw£hey alfo came 
pW» .and brought fome of their fkins, and fo began to deal with J feemfog to bp 
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. J^ids there were other lands with high mountains: but feeing that there was no panage 
at all, we began to turn back again taking our way along the coaft : and failing we Taw 
Certain Wild men that flood upon the fhore of a lake, that is among the low grounds, 
Who Were making fires and fmokes : we went thither and found that there was a chan¬ 
nel of the fea that did enter into the lake, and fetting our boats at one of the banks of 
the channel, the wild men with one of their boats came unto us, and brought us pieces 
of feaJs ready fodden, putting them upon pieces of wood: then retiring themfelves they 
would make figns unto us, that they did give them us. We fent two men unto them, 
with hatchets, knives, beads, and fuch other like ware, whereat they were very glad j 
and by and by, in clutters they came to the fhore, where we were, in boats, bringing 
with them ikins and other fuch things as they had, to have of our wares. .They were 
more than 300 men, women, and children, fome of the women which came not over, 
we might fee Hand up to their knees in water, finging and dancing : the other that had 
patted the river where we were, came very friendly to us rubbing our arms with their 
own hands, then would they lift them up toward heaven, (hewing many figns of glad- 
nefs { and in fuch wife were we affured one of another, that we very familiarly began to 
traffic for whatfoer/er they had, till they had nothing but their naked bodies: fo they 

E e Us all, whatfoever they had, and that was but of fmall value. We perceived that 
people might very eafily be converted to our religion. They go from place to place, 
they live only with fifning. They have an ordinary time to filh for their provifion. The 
country is hotter than the country of Spain, and the faireft that can poffifely be found, 
altogether fmooth and level. There is no place be it never fo little, but it hath fome 
trees, (yea albeit it be fandy), or elfe is full of wild corn, that hath an ear like unto rye; 
the com is like oats, and fmall peafon as thick as if they had been fowed and ploughed, 
white and red goofeberries, ftrawberries, blackberries, white and red rofes, with many 
other flowers ©f fw^et and pleafant fmell. There be alfo many goodly meadows full 
of grafe, and lakes wherein great plenty of falmons be. They call a hatchet in their 
tongue Cochi, and a knife Bacon. We named it the Bay of Heat.* 

Being certified that there was no paffage through the faid bay, we hoifted fail and 
went from S. Martin’s Creek on Sunday the 1 ath July, to go and difcover further 
beyond the faid bay, and went along the fea coaft eaftwards about 18 leagues, till we 
came to the Cape of Prato, where we found the tide very great, but {hallow ground, 
and the fea ftorm fo, that we were conftrained to draw towards fhore, between the faia 
cape and an ifiand lying eaftward about a league from the faid cape, where We caft 
anchor for the night. The next morning we hoifted fail to trend the hud coaft about, 
which lyeth N.N.E. but there rofe fuch a ftormy and raging wind againft us, that we 
were retrained to come to the place again, from whence we were come. There did we 
flay aft that day till the next that we hoifted up fail, and came to the midft of a river 
five Or$x leagues from the Cape of Prato northward, and being overathw |4 the Bid 
river, .there arofe again a contrary wind, with great fogs and ftorms, lb that! We $ere 
cwftramed upon the 14th to enter into the faid river, and there did we ftav 
looking for fair weather to come'W of it $ on which day die wind 1 
raging that one Of our (hips loft an anchor, and we were conftrained jto go 

the river, fevdia or eight leagues, into a good harbour and we v 

4* tooraltfgimd out* and through the evil, weather, tempeft, and darknefe jtpil,? 
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yk #aid In the laid harbour till the 25th of th$ month, not being able to p«t bnti & 
the mepfl time we %w a great multitude of wild men that were fifhing for mackerel* 
whereof there is great ftore. Their boats were about 40, and the perfons what with 
man,' women, and children 300 ; which after they had hanted our company a while* 
they came very familiarly with their boats to the judes of our (hips; we gave thdhjl' 
knives, combs, beads ofglafs, and other trifles of fmall value, For which they made 
maiiy figns of giadnefs, hfting their hands up to heaven, dancing and frnging in their 
boats. Thefc men may very well and truly be called wild, becaufe there Is no poorer 
people in the world ; For I think all they had together befides their boats and nets, 
was not worth five *fous. They go altogether naked, laving their privities, which are 
covered with a little ikin, and certain old flunk which they caft upon them. Neither in 
nature nor in language, do they in any whit agree with them we faw fijft : their hea4s 
be altogether (haven, except one bufli of hair, which they fuffer to grdw on the top of 
their crown, as long as a horfe’s tail, and then with certain leather firings bind it m a 
knot upon \heir heads. They have no other dwelling but their boats, which they turn 
upfide down, and under them they lay themfelves all along upon the bare ground. 
They eat their flefh almoft raw, fave only that they heat it a little upon fome embers of 
coals : fo do they their fifh. Upon Magdalen’s day, we with our boats went to the 
bank of the river, and freely went on fhore among them, whereat they made many 
figns, and all their men in two or three companies began to fing and dance, feeming to 
be very glad of our coming. They had caufed all the young women to flee into the 
wood, two or three excepted, that ftaid with them, to each of which we gave a comb, 
and a little bell made of tin, for which they were very glad, thanking our captain, 
rubbing his arms and breads with their hands. When the men faw us give fomething 
to thofe that had ftayed, it caufed all the reft to come out of the wood, to the end they 
fhould have as muen as the others. Thefe women were about 20, who altogether in a 
knot fell upon our captain, touching and rubbing him with their hands, according to 
their manner of cheruhing and making much of one, who gave to each of them a little 
tin bell: then fiiddenly they began to dance and fing many fongs. There we found great 
ftore of mackrels, that they had taken, upon the fhore, with certain nets that they make 
‘to fifh, of a kind of hemp that groweth in that place where ordinarily they abide; for 
they never come to'the fea but only in fifhing time. As far as I underftand, there 
groweth likewife-f kind of millet as big as peafon, like unto that which groweth in 
Brafil, which they eat inftead of bread. They had great ftore of it, they call it in their 
tongue Kapaige. They have’$Jfo prunes (that is to fay damfons) which they dry for 
winter as we do; they call them Honefta. They have alfo figs, nuts, apples, and 
other fruits and beans. If we (hewed them any thing that they have not, nor know not 
what.it is, fhaking their heads, they will fay Nohda, which is as much as to fay, they 
half'it not, nor they know it not. Of thofe things they have they would with fijgns 
Ihew us how to drefs them, and how they grow. They eat nothing that has any tafte 
of fait. They ar© very great thieves, for they will filch and fteal whatfoeyer tt^ey can 
lay hold of, and all is fim that cometh to net. 

Upon t;be 24th of the month we caufed a fair high crofs to be made of the height of 
0 |Wt, which was made in the prefence* of many of them, upon the'point of the en- 
eancl'of the laid haven, in the midft whereof we hanged up a fnield with three fleur de 
: -1 sn it, and in the top was carved in the yrood with antique] 1 lettejfc this pofie. 
- W Jtcij France. Then before them all we let it upon the fiid point, 
yrittfei&t iieed beheld both the making and fetdng of it ip.. So food asi 
up,‘ we altogether kneeled down beforfe thefo, ifith' ovlr hahds towards heaVfSij 
diner Cod thanks. And we made fisns unto them, fhowine thorn ilie heavens and 
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a great admiration, looking firfl. at one another, and tfjp' upon, tf$*-f droSa 
And after we were returned to our fir ip?, their captain clad with an old bearis'Jfafo, 
. j^th thijee of his fons, and brother of his with him, came unto us in one of theif bo^te, 
hut th$p ; catpe not fo near us as they were wont to do : thfere he made a long oration 
to us* _ mewing us the crofs we had fet up, and making a crofs with two fingers, then 
he mew us all the country about us, as if he would fay that all was his, and‘that 
Wujhoilld not fet up.any crols without his leave. His talk being ended we fhewed 
tOpun an axe, faming that we would give it him for his ikin, to which he Iiftencd, for 
by llttlh and little he came near io our fhips. Oik of our fellows tliat was in our boat, 
took hold qn theirs, and /uddenly leaped into it, with two or three more, who en¬ 
forced diem to enter into our fhips whereat they were greatly aflonifhed. But our 
captain did firaightways allure them, that they Ihould have no harm, nor any injury 
offered them at all, and entertained them very freely, making them eat and drink. 
Then did we Ihew them with figns, that the ciofs \vas*but only fet up to be as a light 
and leader which ways *to enter into the port, and that we Ihould fhortly come again, 
and bring good ftore of iron wares and other things, but that we would take two of 
his children with us, and afterwards bring them to the faid port again, and fo we 
cloathed two of them in Ihirts, and coloured coats, with red caps, and put about every 
one’s neck a copper chain, whereat they were greatly contented : then gave,they their 
old cloaths to their fellows that went back again, and we gave to each one of thofe 
three that went back, a hatchet and fome knives, which made them very glad. After 
thefe were gone and had told the news unto their fellows, in the afternoon there came 
to our Ihips fix boats of them, with five or fix men in every one, to take their fare¬ 
wells of thofe two we had detained to take with us, and biought them fame filh, utter¬ 
ing many words which we did not underftand, making figns that they would not remove 
the crofs we had fet up. 

The next day, being the 25th of the month, we had fair weather and went from the 
faid port: and being out of the river we failed N. N. E. for after the entrance into the 
faid river, the land is environed about, and maketh a bay in manner of half a circle. 
Where being in our Ihips, we might fee alt the coaft failing behind, which We came to 
feek i the land lying S. E. and N. W. the courfe of which was di’ftant from the riv^r 
atjpMS 20 leagues. 4 * 

On the 27th of the month, about fun fet we went along the faid land, as we have 
faid, lying S. E. had N. W. till the 29th that we faw aether cape where the land be- 
giamjth to bend toward the eaft. We wept along about x 5 leagues, then doth the land 
begin 40 .£urn northward. About thiee leagues from the faid cape we founded arift 
f$und fathopi water. The faid lands are plain, and the faireft and moffc witfeput 
WP<>ds that we have feen, with goodly green fields and meadows. We named thMmft 
ljfc 4 dvife Cape, becaufe that was his day; it is in 49 degrees and a half latrtud£.‘ 
‘t mpinip.g we were on the eall fide of the cape ; and bemg almoft night We went 
jftward to approach pear to the faid land, which trendeth Pprth andfinifh. Erupt 
$b A|i^|£^pe to another called Cape Memorancy, about 15 leagues, the' land 
gnineth to send N. W.' About three leagues’fromthe faid cape we wpttH'fteed&T 
bpt.w^oura’fipd no ground at 150 fathom, yet went we along the ttftrfadT *” 1 
leagues jjj© flie latitude of 50 degrees.. On the firft of Auguft by Tun jrif 
etsTtant tphep land^lying N. and N. E. that were very high and etuggy, Usl 
mountains a between which were other low lands with wooflfhaa riydrS^fWe’ 5 
the fa$ lands as well on tHeofte fide as the other, flSH beiitgn& 
either a gulfc*or a paffage till the 5th of the month, ' The diftance $ 8 w 4 m/i 
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t© tfienthcr is about 15^leagues. , The middle between them both is 50 deg. 20 mio. in 
latitude. We had.much ado to go five miles further the winds were fo grgat, and ihe 
tide #gamft us; and at five miles end We might plainly perceive land on both fu 3 es‘ t 
Which there beginnetn to fpread itfelf, but becaufe we rather fell than got away againfl: 
the wind, we went toward land, purpofing to go to another cape of land lying foiith*. 
ward, which was the farthermoft out into the land that wo could fee, about five leagues 
frorrt us, but fo foon as we came thither, we found it tohgjnought elfe but rocks, hones, 
and craggy cliffs, fuch as we had not found any where^Kce .we had failed fouthward 
from S. John’s Cape: and then was the tide with us, which carried us agailift the wind 
weftward, fo that a^ we were failing along the faid coaft, one of our boats touched a 
rock, and fuddenly went over, but we were conftrained to leap out for to dired it 
according to the tide. r • 

After we had failed along the faid coafl for the fpace of two hours, behold the tide 
began to turn again ft us with fo fwift and raging a courfe, that it was not poffible for 
us, with 13 oars to row or get ©ne.ftone’s caft further: fo that we were conftraiped to 
leave our boals with fome of our men tog"ard them, and 10 or 12 men Went afhbre to 
the faid cape, where we found that the land beginneth to bend S-W. which having 
feen we cainc to'our boats again, and fo to our fliips, which were ftill ready under fail 
hoping to go forward: but for all that they were fallen more than four leagues to lee¬ 
ward from ( the place where we had left them, where fo foon as we came, we affetubied 
together all our captains, mafters, and mariners, to have their advice»and opinion what 
was beft to be done: and after that every one had faid, confidering that the eafterly 
winds began to bear fway afid blow, and that the flood was lb great we did but fall, 
and that there was nothing to be gotten and that ftorms and tempefts began to reign in 
Newfoundland, and that we were fo far from home, not knowing the perils and dangers 
that were behind, for either we mull agree to return home again, or elfe to flay there 
all the year. Moreover we did confider that if the northern winds did take us, it were 
not poffible for us to depart thence. All which opinions being heard and considered, 
we altogether determined to add refs ouftelves homeward. Now becaufe upon S. Peter’s 
day we entered into the faid ftraight, we named it S. Peter’s Straight. We founded it 
Nn many places, in fome we found 150 fathom, in fom* 100, and near the fhore 60, 
and clear ground. Trom that day till Weduefday following we had a good and 
profperous gale of wind, fo that we trended the faid north more E. S. E. W, N. Wi 
for fuch is the fituation of it. except one cape of low lands that bendeth more toward' 
the 8, E. about 25 leagues from the ftraight. In this place we faw certain fmokeS that 
the people of the country made upon the faid cape, but becaufe the wind blew‘its 
toward the coaft we went not to them, which when they few they came with two boats 
and twelve men unto us, and as freely came unto our fhips, as if they had been French* 
men, and gave us to underftand that they came from the great gulfe, and that Tienast 
was their captain, who then was upon that capo making figns unto us, that .they wtere 
going home to their countries whence we w_re come with our fhips, and that W®re 
feden with fifh. We named the faid cape, Cape Tiennot. From the feid the 

fend trendeth E. S. E. and W. N. W. All thefe lands lie low, very pleafes^fitvironai 
with, fend, where the fea is intermingled with marfties and fha|lows v tjfe;fpace of so- 
leagues j then doth the land begin to trend from weft to E. N. E. altogether environed, 
wi^jftands two or three’ leagues from land, in which as fir as we aHud fee m ttmif 
dangerous fhoals more than tour or five leagues from land- «** • .v*. 

From the fajd Wednefday until Saturday following we hffcl a groftt Wind from the*., 
' caufed us to run E. N. £. on which day w© carts* to the edfterly paws, <fg$ 
8 Newfound* 
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Newfoundland, between the prangs and the double cape : there began great ftormy 
winds coming from the eaft with great'rage : wherefore we coafted the cap N. N. W. 
to fearch the northern parts, which is (as we have faid) all environed with iflands; and 
being near the faid iflands and land, tne wind turned into the fouth, which brought us 
•Within the faid gulfe, fo that the next day, being the 9th of Auguft, we by the grace of 
God entered within the White SandS. And this is fo much as we have difcovered. After 
that upon the 15th of AugufLwe altogether departed from the port of White Sands, 
and with a happy and a profjJwbus weather, we came into the middle of the fea, that is 
between Newfoundland and Britany. In which place we were toiled and turmoiled 
ttiree days long with great {forms and windy tempefts coming from the eaft, which with 
the aid and afliftance of God we fuffered : then had we fair weather,* and upon the 
5th of September, in the faid year, we came to the port of S. Malo whence we 
departed. 
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A SHOUT AND BRIEF NARRATION 

OF THE 

NAVIGATION MADE BY THE COMMANDMENT OF THE KING OF FRANCE. 

TO THE 

ISLANDS OF CANADA, HOCHELAGA, SAGUENAY, ANT) DIVERS 
OTHERS, WHICH NOW ARE CALLED &EW FRANCE; 

WITH TUB 1 ARTICULAR CUSTOMS AND MAN NUBS OF THE INHABITANTS THEREIN.* 

TN the year of our Lord 1535, upon Whitfunday, being the 16th of May, by the 
commandment of our Captain James Cartier, and with a common accord, in the 
cathedral church of S. Malo, we devoutly each one confeflfed ourfelves, and received 
the facrament: and all entering into the choir of the faid church, we prefented our¬ 
felves before the reverend father in Chrift, the Lord Bifhop of S» Malo, who blefled 
us all, being in his bilhop’s robes. The Wednefday following, being the 19th of 
May, there arofe a good gale of wind, and therefore we hoifted fail with three (hips, 
that is to fay, the Great Ilermina, being in burthen, about xoo or 120 ton, wherein 
the aforefaid Captain James Cartier was general, and Mafter Thomas Frofmont chief 
mafter, accompanied with Mafter Claudius de Pont Briand, fon to the Lord of 
Montceuell, and cup-bearer to the dauphin of France, Charles of Pomeraces, John 
Powlet, and other gentlemen. In the fecond {hip called the Little Hermina, being of 
three-fcore ton burthen, were Captains, under the faid Cartier, Mace Salobert, and 
Mafter, William Marie. In the third ftiip called the Hcrmerillon, being of 40 ton in 
burthen, were Captains M. William Britton and M. James Maingare. So we failed 
with a good and pfofperous wind, until the 20th of the faid month, at which time the 
weather turned into ftorms and tempefts, the which with contrary winds and darknefs, 
endured fo long, that our fhips being without any reft, fuffered as much as any fliips 
that ever went on feas: fo that the 25th of June, by reafon of that foul and foggy 
weather, all our fhips loft fight of one another again till we came to Newfoundland, 
where we appointed to meet. After we had loft one another, we in the general’s fhip 
were with contrary winds toft to and fro on the fea, until the 7th of July, upon which 
day we arrived at Newfoundland, and came to the ifland called the Ifland of Birds, 
which lyeth from the main land 14 leagues. This ifland is fo full of birds, that all our 
fhips might have been freighted with them, and yet from the great number that there is, 
it would not feem that any were taken away. We to visual ourfelves filled two boats 
of them. This ifland hath the pole elevated 49 deg. 4 o min. Upon the 8th of the 
faid month we failed further, and with, a profperous weather came to the port called 
the Port of White Sands, that is in the Bay called the Bay of Cartels, where we had 
purpofed to meet and ftay together the 15th of the faid month. In thi^place therefore 
we looked for our fellows, that is to fay, the 6ther two fhips, till the Uha, on which' 

* Hakluyt, iii. 21a. 

vol. xii. 4 n day 
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day both came together. So foon as our fellows were come we fet our fhips in a read!- 
nefs, taking in water, wood, and other neceffaries, and then on the 29th of the fail! 
month, we hoifted fail to pafs on further, and failing along the northern coaft, that 
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funftet or thereabouts, then we crofted 
arch. forth than the others, which we called 

Nit 20 leagues or more from the port of Breft. 
(the.Uaftels® iftMt place lyeth eaft and weft, N.E. and S. W. having 
1|^e..|ttan«ptogether barren and full of ftones, without either earth 
The next day being the 30th of July, we failed 
- which as yet we had not found, 12 leagues and 
a|£reat bay towards the north, all full of iflands and great 
(pod'jfij^bpirfJfiKSm to be: them we named S. Martha’s Iflands, 
raguO an d j^fe alf into Ac fea, there is a dangerous fhallow, wherein 
jteMom Iflands about feven leagues, as you pafs into 


to which we came the faid day, about 
I’^WOPtil morning we failed about 15 leagues 
'flffmptenained S. German’s Ifland, fouth-eaftward, 
tofto^tnp.a very dangerous fhallow. Likewife be- 
Mtt^l^out two leagues from the faid iflands, there 
fttlk'..foelister is but four fathom deep, and there- 
we ftttjtik fail and went no further that night. The 
||yitea^d ,ong the coaft that runneth eaft and weft, 
PRPpmmroned about with iflands and dry fands. 





pni| a» Cape ; to the faid iflands is about 17 leagues anda half, 
'^ground full of huge and high trees, albeit 
fands, without any fign or fhpw of har- 
peT^pnot,' which trendeth N. W. about feven leagues from 
X CaM^hifewrisie noted in our former voyage, and there- 
Sight $F. aMf^.N. W. till it was day, and then the wind 
»re w^went to feek a haven, wherein we might harbour our 

■ leagues and a half be- 

lyeth amid ft four iflands 
p a wooden crofs. But 
bending toward it, J^ive 
within the have& A &tfr» 

i. We ftaid and refbed. 
ay we hoifted fail and 
it from the faid haven 
rofe a ftormy and con- 
the fouth, thence we 
en about ten leagues, 
and entrances towards 
i gulfe there is a great 
r forth than the tithed 
as it were a heap of 

The 






THE ISLANDS OF NEW FRANCE. 


$43 

The i 2th of the faid month we went from the faid S. Laurence’s Bay, or gulfe, failing 
weftward, and discovered a cape of land toward the fouth, that runneth weft and by 
fouth, diftant from the faid S. Laurence’s Bay about 25 leagues. , 

And of the two wild men we took in our former voyage, it was told ns, that this 
was part of the fouthern coaft, and that there was an ifland, on the foulherly part of 
which, is the way to go from Hongucdo (where the year before we had taken them.), 
to Panada, and that two days journey from the faid cape and ifland, began the king¬ 
dom of Saguenay, on the north Ihore extending towards Canada; and about three 
leagues athwart the faid cape, there is 100 fathom water. Moreover, I believe there 
were never fo many whales feen as we faw that day about the faid cape. 

The next day, the 15th, having palled the {freight, we had notice of certain lands 
that we left towards the fouth, which lands are full of very great and high, hills, and 
this cape we named the Ifland of the Aflumption ; and one ’cape of the faid high coun¬ 
tries, lyeth F.N. E. and W. S. W. the dillance between which is about 35 leagues. 
The countries lying north may plainly be perceived to be higher than the foulherly, 
more than 30 leagues in length. • 

We trended the faid lands about towards the fouth: from the laid day H* 4 |Kraefday 
noon following, the wind came weft, and therefore we bended towards par. 

pofing to go and lee the land that we before had fpied. ^ 

Being arrived there we found the faid lands, as it were, joined together and low 
towards the fea. And the northerly mountains that are upon the faid k>W lands ftretch 
eaft and weft, and a quarter of the fouth. Our wild men told us* that then? was the 
beginning of Saguenay, and that it wjis land inhabited, and that thence cometh the red 
copper, of them named Caignetdaze. 

There is between the foutherly lands and the northerly, about 30 leagues diftance, 
and more than 200 fathom depth. The laid men did moreover certify unto us, that 
there was the way and beginning of the great river of Hochelaga, and ready way to 
Canada, which river the farther it went, the narrower it came, even unto Canada, and 
that then there was frelh water, which went fo far upwards, that they had never heard 
oi any man who had gone to the head of it, and that there is no other paflage but with 
fmall boats. Our captain hearing their talk, and how they did affirm no other paflage 
to be there, would not at that time proceed any farther, till he had feen and noted the 
other lands and coaft towards the north, which he had omitted to fee from S. Lau¬ 
rence’s Gulfe, becaufe he would know if between the lands towards the north any 
paflage might be difeovered. 

Upon the 28th of Auguft, our captain caufed his fhips to wind back and bend toward 
the other Ihore; fo that we trended the faid northerly coaft, which runneth 3ST- £. and 
S. W. being falhioned like unto half a bow, and is very high land, but Tj&Wkfc 
as that on the fouth parts. The next day we came to feven ttery high Wp, which 
we named the Round Iflands.' Thefe iflands are diftant from the fouth flboriykbout 40 
leagues, and ftretch out into the about three or four leagues. Againft raefe there 
are goodly low ’grounds to be feen goodly trees, which we on the aod^with our 

boats compafled about. yf 

Overthwait thefe lands there arc divers fandy {helves, more than tw$!&gues into the 
fea, very dangerous, which at low water remain almoft dry. At the turtwlft* bounds 
of thefe low iflands, that contain about ten leagues, there is a river of irefh water that 
with fuch fwiftnefs runneth into the fea, that for the fpace cif/Ofte lqaguwirithin the 
water is as frelh as any fountain water. We with our m#S tile faid river, 

at the entrance of which we found about one fathom Hill water. There ate in 

4 n • a this 
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this river many fifties fhaped like horfes, which, as our wild men told, us, all the day 
long lie in the water, and the night on land: of which we faw therein a great 
number. 

The next day, being the 21 ft of the month, by break of day we hoifted fail, and 
failed fo long along the faid coaft, that we had fight of the reft of the faid northern 
'cOaft, which as yet wc had not feen s and of the Ifland of the Afl'umption which we 
went to difcover, departing from the faid land : which thing fo done as we had done, 
and that we were certified no other pafiage to be there, we came to our (hips again, 
which we had left at the faid iflands, where is a good harbour, the water being about 
nine or ten fathom. 

In the fame place by reafon of contrary winds and foggy mifts, we were conftrained 
to flay, not being able either to come out of it, or hoift fail, till the 24th of the month. 
On which clay we departed and came to a haven on the foutherly coaft, about 80 leagues 
from the faid iflands. 

This haven is ovcr-againft three flat iflands that lie amidft the river, becaufe on the 
midway between thofc iflands and the faid haven towdrd the north there is -a very great 
river, that runneth between the high and low lands, and more than three leagues into 
the fea it hath many fhelves, and there is not altogether two fathom water; fo that the 
place is very dangerous: and near unto the faid fhelves there is either 15 or 20 fathom 
from fhore to fhorc. All the northerly coaft runneth N. E. by N. and S. W. by S. 
The faid haven wherein we (laid on the fouth fide, is as it were, but a fluke of the 
waters that rife by the flood, and but of l'mall account: we named them S. John’s Iflets, 
becaufe we found them and entered into them, the day of the beheading of that faint. 
And before you come to the faid haven, there is an ifland lying eaftward, about five 
leagues dillant from the fame, between which and the land there is no paflage only for 
fmall boats. The haven of S. John’s Iflets dryeth up all the waters that rife by flowing, 
although they flow two fathom at the leaft. 

The beft place to harbour (hips therein, is on the fouth part of a little ifland that is 
over-againft the faid haven, whereby the bank or fhore of the ifland rifeth. 

Upon the firft of September we departed out of the faid haven, purpofing to go 
towards Canada, and about 15 leagues from it towards the W. and W. S.W. amidft 
the river there are three iflands, ovcr-againft the which there is a river «that runneth fwift, 
and is of a great depth, and is that which leadeth and runneth into the country and 
kingdom of Saguenay, as by the two wild men of Canada it was told us. This river 
paffeth and runneth along very high and fteep hills of bare ftone, where very little earth 
is, and notwithftanding there is great quantity of fundry forts of trees, that grow in the 
faid bare ftones, even as upon good and fertile ground, in fuch fort that we have feen 
fomefo great, as well would fuffice to make a maft for a fliip 30 ton burthen, and as 
green as poflibly can he, growing in a ftoney rock without any earth at all. 

At the entrance of the faid river we met with four boats full of wild men, which, as 
far as we could perceive, very fearfully came toward us, fo that l’ome^ of them went 
back again, and the other came as near us as eafily they might hear and underftand one 
of our wild men, who told them his name, and then took acquaintance of them, upon 
whofe word they came to us. 

The next day, the 2d September, we came out of the faid river to go to Canada, and 
by reafon of the fea’s flowing, the tide was very fwift and dangerous, for that on the 
-flSUth part of it*there lie two iflands, about which more than three leagues compafe, lie 
many rocks and great^ftones, and but two fathom water: and the flowing amidft thofe 
iflands is very imoonftant and doubtful, fo that if it had not been fox our boats, we 

had 
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iad been in great danger to lofe our pinnace: and coafting along the faid dry fon di ; , 
here is more than 30 fathom water. * 

About five leagues beyond the river of Saguenay S. "W. there is another ifland on the 
lorth fide, wherein are certain high lands, and thereabouts we thought to have call 
mchor, on purpofe to ftay the next tide, but we could found no ground in 120 fathom,*, 
vithin a flight ffioot from (bore ; fo that we were co’nftrained to wind back to the faid 
Hand, where we founded again and found 35 fathom. 

The next morning we hoifted fail and went thence, failing further on, where we 
rad notice of'a certain kind of fifh never before of any man feen or known ; they are 
ibout the bignefs of*a porpoife, yet nothing like them, of body very well proportioned, 
heaved like greyhounds, altogether as white as fnow without any fpot; within which 
river there is great quantity of them: they do live altogether* between the fea and the 
heih water. Thefe people of the country call them Adhothuys; they told us that they 
be very iavory and good to be eaten. Moreover they affirm none to be found elfewhere 
but in the mouth of that river. 

The 6th of the month, the weather being calm and fair, we went about fifteen leagues 
more upward into the river, and there lighted on an ifland that looketh northward, 
and it makerh a little haven or creek wherein are many and innumerable great tortoifes, 
continually lying about that ifland. There are likewife great quantities of the laid Adho¬ 
thuys, taken by the inhabitants of the country, and there is as great a current in that 
place as is at Bordcux in France, at every tide. This ifland is in length about three 
leagues, and in breadth two, and is a goodly and fertile plot of ground, repleniihed 
with many goodly and great trees of many forts ; among the reft there are many filbert 
trees, which we found hanging full of them, fomewhat bigger and better in favour than 
ours, but fornewhai. harder ; and therefore we called it the Ifland of Filberts. 

The 7th of the month, being our Lady’s even, after fervice we went from that 
ifland, to go up higher into the river, and came to fourteen iflands, feven or eight 
leagues from the liland of Filberts, where the country of Canada beginneth, one of 
which iflands is ten leagues in length, and five in breadth, greatly inhabited by fuch men 
as only live by fiffiing of fuch fort of li flies as the river aflordeth, according to the 
feafon of them. 

After we had caft anchor between the faid great ifland and the northerly coaft, we 
went on land and tool; our two wild men with us, meeting with many of thofe country 
people, who would n >t at all approach unto us, but rather fled from us, until our 
two men began to fpcak unto them, telling them that they were Taignoagny and 
Domagaia, who fo foon as they had taken acquaintance of them, began greatly to re¬ 
joice, dancing and fliewing many for/s of ceremonies: and many of the chiefeft of them 
came to our boats, and brought many eels and other forts of fifties, with two or three 
burdens of great millet, wherewith they made their bread, and many great mufk 
melons. The fame day came alfo many other boats, full of thofe countrymen and 
women, to fee and take acquaintance of our two men, all which were as courteoufly 
received and entertained of our captain, as pollibly could be; and to have them the 
better acquainted wjth him, and make them his friends, he gave them many fmall gifts, 
but of fmall value; neverthelefs they wer# greatly contented with them. * 

The next day following, the Lord of Canada (whole proper name was Dounacqna, 
but by the name of lord, they called him Agouhanna) with twelve boats^came to our 
fliip,’ accompanied with many other people, who caufing ten of his boats tc go back 
wim thV Other two, approached unto us with fixteen men. Then bd|an j.he Agouhanna 
©ver-againft the ftnalleft of our fhips, according to their manner anti faihion to frame a 

8 long 
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long oration, moving all his body and members after a ftrange fafhion, which thing is 
a ceremony and fign of gladnefs and* fecurity among them ; and then coming to the 
general’s fliip where Taignoagny and Domagaia were, he fpake with them and they 
with him, where they began to tell and fhew unto him what they had feen in kiance, 
i ,tmd what good entertainment they had had: hearing which things, the faid lord 
feemed tO'be very glad thereof, ahd prayed our captain to reach him his arm, that he 
might kifs it, which thing he did : their lord taking it, laid it about his neck, for fo . 
they ufed to do when they will make much of one. Then our captain entered into 
Agouhanna’s boat, and caufing bread and wine to be brought to make the faid lord and 
his company to eat and drink, which thing they did, and were greatly ^hereby content 
and fatisfied. Our captain for that time gave them nothing, bccaule he looked lor a 
fitter opportunity. • 

Xhcfe things being done, each one took leave of others, and the laid lord went 
with his boats again to the place of his abo :e. Our captain then caufed our boats to 
be fet in order, that with the next tide he might gy up higher into the river, to find 
fonie fafe harbour for our (hips: and wc palled up the river again I t thif It ream about 
ten leagues, coafting the faid ifland, at the end whereof we found a goodly and plea- 
hint found, where is a little river and haven, where by reafon of the flood there is 
about three fathom water. This place feemed very fit and commodious to harbour 
our (hips in, and fo we did very fafely; we named it thelloly C rofs (Santa Cioix) lor >m 
that day we came'thither. Near unto it there is a village, whereof Dourncona is lord, 
and there he keepeth his abode : it is called Stadacona, as goodly a plot ol ground as 
pofiibly may be feen, and therewithal very fruitful, lull of goodly trees even as in France, 
iuch as oaks, elms, allies, walnut-trees, maple-trees, cydrons, vines, and white thoins, that 
bring forth fruit as big as any damfons, and many other forts of trees, under which 
greweth as fair tall hemp as any in France, without any feed, or any man’s work or 

labour at all. . „ . ., 

Having confidered the place, and finding it fit for our parpofc, our captain with¬ 
drew himfelf on purpofe to return to our fliips ; but behold as we were coming out of 
the river, we met coining again!! us, one of the lords ol the fad village of Stadacona, 
accompanied with many others as men, women, and children, wno alter the fafliion ofi 
their country, in fign of mirth and joy, began to make a long'oration, the women 
ftill fmging and dancing up to the knees in water. Our captain knowing their good 
will and kindnefs towards us, caufed the boat wherein they wer/> to come unto him, 
and rave them certain trifles, as knives and beads of glais, whereat they were marvel- 
lous glad, for being gone about three leagues from them, lor the pleafure they con¬ 
ceived of our coming, we might hear them ling, and fee mem el mice for all they 

were fo far. . . 

After we were come with our hosts unto our fliip out csptnin csulecl our 

hirhs to he roude resdy to on Isnd in the hud iilsnd 5 to note the trees thst m fhew 
feemed fo fair, and to confider the nature and quality of it f which thing we did 
afid found it full of goodly trees like to ours. Alfo we fay/ many goodly vines, a 
fliin^ not of us feen before in thole countries, and therefore we. named it Bacchus 
Bland. It is in length about twelve leagues* in fight very plenfant, but full of woods, 
no part of it manured, unlefs it be in certain places, were a few cottages be, for fifher’s 
dwellings, »; before we have faid. The next day we departed with our fhips to 
bring them to, the place of the Holy Crofs j and the 14th of . that month we came 
thither, and the lflrd Dounacona, Taignoagny and Domagaia, with twenty-five boats 
full of thofe people'came to meet us, coming from the place whence we were come, 
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and going towards Sfadacona, where their abidirg is, and all came to our flu'ps, 
Ihewing lundry and divers geftures of gladndfs and mirth, except thofo two that we 
had brought, to wit, Taignoagny and Domagaia, who feemed to hav<? al , r.J and 
changed their mind and purpofe, for by no means would they come unto < nr fl ips, 
albeit fundry times they were earneftiy defired to do it, whereupon we began to mif- 
truft fomcwhat. Our captain afked them if according to promife they would 4 > wjtfi 
him to llochelaga; they anfwered vea, for fo they had purpofed, and then each one 
withdrew himfelf. The next day, the 15th, our captain went on fliore, to caufe certain 
poles and pikes to be driven into the water and fet up, that the better and fafelier we 
might harbour our (hips there: and many of thofe country people came to meet us 
there, among whome was Dounacona and our two men, with the reA of their company, 
who kept-themfelvcs afule, under a point or nook of lane] that is upon the fliore of a 
certain river, and no one of them came unto us, as the other did that were nor. on their 
fide. Our captain underflanding that they were there, commanded part of our men 
to follow, him, and he went to the faid point where he found the laid Dounacona, 
Taignoagny,Domagaia, and divers others, and after falutations given on each fide, Taig¬ 
noagny fettled himfelf foremoA to fpcak to our captain, faying that the lord Dounacona 
did greatly grieve and forrow that our captain and his men did wear warlike weapons, 
and they not. Our captain anfwered, that albeit it did grieve them, yet would he not 
leave them off, and that (as he knew) it was the manner of France. But for all thefe 
words our captain and Dounacona left not off to fpeak one ro tyiother, and friendly 
to entertain one another. Then did we perceive that whatfoever Taignoagny fpake, 
was only long of himfelf and of his fellow, for that before they departed thence, our 
captain and Dounacona entered into a marvellous AedfaA league of friendfliip, where¬ 
upon all his people at once with a loud voice, caA out three great cries (a horrible 
thing to hear), and each one having taken leave of the other for that day, we went 
aboard again. 

The day following we brought our two great (hips within the river and harbour, 
where the waters being at the higheft are three fathom deep, and at the loweA but half 
a fathom. We left our pinnace without the road to the end we might bring it to 
Hochelaga, 80 foon as *ve had fafely placed our (hips, behold we law Dounacona, 
Taignoagny, and Domagaia, with more than 500 perfons, men. women, and children, 
and the (aid lord, with ten or twelve of the chiefeA of the country came aboard of our 
fhips, who were all courteoufly received, and friendly entertained of our captain and 
of all of us : and divers gifts of fmall value were given them. Then did Taignoagny tell 
our captain that his lord did greatly forrow that he would go to llochelaga, and that 
he would not by any means permit that any of them fliould go with him, becaufe the 
river was of no importance. Our captain anfwered him that for all his faying, he 
would not leave off his going thither, if hy any means it were poflible, for that he 
was commanded by his king, to go as far as pollibly he could ; that if he (Taignoagny) 
would go with .him as he had promifed, he (liould be very well entertained, befides 
that he (hould have fuch a gift given him, as he (liould well content himfelf*: for he 
fhould do nothing elfe but go with him to Hochelaga and coing again. To whom 
Taignoagny anfwered, that he would nqt by any means go j and thereupon they (uddenly 
returned to their houfes. 

The next day, being the 17th of September, Dounacona and his company returned 
ev'en,«as at the firA, and brought with him* many eels, with fundry forts of other* 
fifties, whereof they take great ftore in the faid river, as more largely hereafter fhall be 
(hewed. And as loon as they were come to our Slips, according to \heir wonted ufe. 
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they began to fing and dance. This done, Dounacona caufed all his people to be fe 
on the one fide, then making a round circle upon the fand, he caufed o,ur captain, with 
all his peoplfe to enter thereinto; then he began to make a long oration, holding in 
one of his .hands a maiden child of fen or twelve years old, which he prefented unto 
oujr captain: then fuddenly began all his people to make three great flirieks or howls, 
in*fign of joy and league ol friendfhip: prei'ently upon that he did prefent unto him, 
two other young male children one alter another, but younger than the othc it the 
giving of which, even as before, they gave out Ihrieks and howls very loud, with 
other ceremonies j for which prefents our captain gave the laid lord great 'and hearty 
thanks. « 

Then Taignoagny told our captain that one of the children was his own brother, 
and that the maiden child vas daughter unto the faid lord’s own filler, and the pre¬ 
fents were only given him to the end he Ihould not go to Hochelaga at all: to -whom 
our captain anfwered, that if they were only given him to that intent, if fe he would, 
he Ihould take them again, for that by no means he would leave his going oil', for as 
much as he was fo commanded of his king. But" concerning this Domagaia told 
our captain that their lord had given him thofe children as a fign and token of good¬ 
will and fecurity, and that he was contented to go with him to Hochelaga, upon which 
talk great words arofe between Taignoagny and Domagaia, by which we plainly 
perceived that Taignoagny was but a crafty knave, and that he intended but mifchief 
and treafon, as well, by this deed, as others that we by him had feen. After that oui 
captain caufed the faid children to be put in our {hips, and caufed two fwords and two 
copper bafons, the one wrought the other plain, to be wrought unto him, and them he 
gave to Dounacona, who was therewith greatly contented, yielding molt hearty thanks 
unto our captain for them, and prei'ently upon that he commanded all his people to 
fing and dance, and defired our captain to caufe a piece of artil'ery to be fhot off, be- 
caufe Taignoagny and Domagaia made great brags of it, and had told them marvellous 
things, and alfo becaufe they had never heard nor feen any before: to whom our 
captain anfwered, that he was content, and by end by he commanded L men to {hoot 
oft' twel e cannons charged with bullets, into the woof’ that wa 1 hard by thofe people 
and (hips, at whole noife they were greatly aflonilhed and amazed, for they thought 
that heaven had fallen upon them, and put themfelves to flight, howling, crying, and 
fhrieking, fo that it feemed hell had broken loofe. But before we went thence, Taig¬ 
noagny caufed other men to tell us, that thofe men which we had left in our pinnace 
in the road, had llain two men of their company, with a piece ofordnar.ee that they had 
(hot off, whereupon the reft had put themfelves all to llight, as though they Ihould 
all have been llain: which afterwards we found untrue, becaufe our men had not Ihot 
off any piece at all that day. 

The next day, being the 18th of September, thefe men ftill endeavoured themfelves 
to feek all poflible means to hinder and let our going to Hochelaga, and devifed a 
pretty guile as hereafter {hall be {hewed. They went and drafted direejnen like devils, 
being wrapped in dogs {kins, white and black, their faces befmeared as black as any 
coals, with horns on their heads more than a yard 1 ng, and caufed them fecretly to be 
put in pne of their boats, but came not near qur {hips as they were wont to do, for 
they lay hidden within the wood for the fpacc of two hours, looking for the tide, to 
«the end the boat where the devils were, might approach arid come near us, which, when 
‘'me was, came, and all the reft ift'ued otit of the wood, coming to us, but yet sot To 

t ^- t as they, were want to do. There began Taignoagny to falute our captain, who 
' n un, i£ihe ‘would have the boat to come for him j he anfwered, not for that time, 

but 
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but after a while be would come onto our iljips ; tfien urefc-ntly came that boat rufhing 
out, wherein the three counterfeit devils were, \vith fucli long horns on their heads, 
and the middlemoft came making a long oration and palled along our ifiips without 
turning or looking towards us, but with the boat went toward the land. Then did 
Dounacona with all his people purlue them, and lay hold on the boat and devils, why, 
l'o foon as the men were come to them, fed prolltate in the boat, even as if they bad 
been dead : then were they taken up and carried into the wood, not one flaying behind 
with us, where being, they began to make a long difeourfe, fo loud that we might hear 
them in our (hips, wh’ .1 lalte-' abom half an hour, and being ended we began to efpy 
Taignoagny, and Dornagaia coming towards ns, holding their hands upwards joined 
together, carrying ‘heir hats under f V;r upper garments, Ihewing a great admiration, 
and Taignoagn-’ looking up to heav-n, cried three rimes, Jefus, Jefus, Jefus, and Do- 
magaia doing as ..is fulew haa done oei’ore. cried, Jefus, Maria, James Carthier. Our 
captain hearing nim and feeing their gelturcs and ceremonies, alked of them what they 
ailed, and .what was happened m chanced anew, riiey anfwered that there were very 
ill tidings be! 1 'len, faying in French, Ncmv cjl il bon , that is to fay, it was not good: our 
captain alHd them again what ii as ; then anlwered they, that their god Cudruaigny 
ha-' 1, Thun ir 1 aochelaga, and thm he hail font thofe tiiree men to fhew unto them, 
that there was ft. mac’ icr and f n ow in that country, that whofoever went thither fhould 
1”:: which words when we Imrd, we laughed and mocked them, faying, that their 
god Cudruaigny •>: s b it a io ! and a noddy, for he knew not wkat he did or laid ; 
then bade we them flrov his meifengers from us, that Chi ill would defend them from 
all cold, if they would believe in him. Then did they afk of our captain if he had 
fpokan with Jefus : he anlwered, no, out that his priefts had, and- that he had told 
them, that they iliouid have fair weather : which words when they ha heard they 
thanked our captain, and departed tow rds the wood to tell thole lows unto their 
fellows, who iudd 11I came all rulhing out of the wood, ‘ceming to be very glad for 
thofe words our captain Hu fpoken and to mew that thereby they had, and felt great 
joy, fo foon as they were befoi e o- - ''>ips tuey altogether gave out three great fhrieks, 
and thereupon began to bug and ik as tiny were wont to do. Tut fora revolution 
.of the matter Taignoagrty <nd D-'inaguia .Cd our captain, .hat their lord Dounacona 
would by no means permit that any m li in lhould go with him to Ilochelaga, unlels 
he would It .ve him fome hoftage ,r > flay with him : our captain anlwered to them, 
that if they would not go vuh him with a good will, they lhould llav, but that for all 
them he would not leave olf hi,, jo lrney thither. 

The next day being the 19th of September we hoi Red fail, and with our pinnace 
and two boats departed to go up the river with the Hood; where on both fhores of it 
we began to fee as goodly a country as pofiibh’ can e’er witli eye be feen : all re- 
pleniflied with very goodly trees, and vines laden as lull of grapes as could be ail along 
the river, which rather teemed u- be p'-in.ul ' v man’s hand than otherwife. True it 
is, that becaulb they me not drt led and wrought as they lhould be, their bunches of 
grapes a _ not fo great nor fweet as >ur . Alfo we law all along the river many 
houfes inhabited by hlhers, whic 1 ' fake all kind; of fillies, and they came with as great 
familiarity and kindness unto us, as 1 Ve had been their countrymen, and brought 
us great ftoreof lifh, with o .v r ich things as they had, which we exchanged with 
them for other wares, who lift: g up their hands towards heaven, g$v£ many figns 
of joy.» 

We flayed at a place called Hochelai, about 25 leagues fronf Canada, where the 
river waxeth very-narrow, and runneth very fwif't, wherefore if is very dangerous, not 
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only for that, but alfo for certain great {tones that are therein: many boats and barks cam* 
unto us, in one of which came one of the chief lords of the country, making a long 
difcourfe, who being cotne near us did by evident figns and geftures fhew us, that the 
higher the river went, the more dangerous it was, and bade us take heed of ourfelves. 
.The kid lord prefented and gave.unto our captain, two of his own children, of which 
our captain took one, being a wench of feven or eight years old ; the man child he 
gave him again, becaufe it was too young, for it was but two or three years old. Our 
captain as friendly and courteoufly as he could, did entertain and receive the faid lord 
and his company, giving them certain fmall trifles, and fo they departed toward the 
{horc again. Afterward the faid lord and his wife came unto Oanadji to vifit his 
daughter, bringing unto our captain certain fmall prefents. 

From the 19th until the*28th of September, we failed up along the faid river, never 
lofing one hour of time ; all which time we faw as goodly and plcafant a country as 
poflible can be wifhed for ; full (as we have faid before) of all forts of goodly trees, 
that is to fay, oaks, elms, walnut trees, cedars, firs, afhes, box, willows, and great (lore 
of vines, all as full of grapes as could be, fo that if any of our fellows wdnt on fliore, 
they came home laden with them : there are likewife many cranes, fwans, geefe, ducks, 
pheafants, partridges, thrufhes, blackbirds, turtles, finches, redbreaffs, nightingales, 
fparrows of divers kinds, with many other forts of birds even as in France, and great 
plenty and ftore. 

. Upon the 28th of September, we came to a great wide lake in the middle of the 
river five or fix leagues broad and twelve long ; all that day we went againft the tide, 
having but two fathom water, ftill keeping the faid fcantling: being come to one of 
the heads of the lake, we could efpy no paflage or going out, nay, rather it feemed to 
have been clofed and fhut up round about, and there was but a fathom and a half of 
water, little more or lefs. And therefore we were conftrained to call anchor, and to 
ftay with our pinnace, and went with our two boats to feek fome going out, and in 
one place we found four or five branches, which out of the river come into the lake, 
and they came from Hochelaga. But in the faid branches, bccaufe of the great 
fiercenels and fwiftnefs wherewith they break out, and the courfe of the water, they 
make certain bars and fhoals, and at that time there was but a fathom water. 

Thofe fhoals being patted, we found four or five fathom, and as for as we could per¬ 
ceive by the flood, it was that time of the year that the waters are lowed, for at other 
times they flow higher by three fathom. All thefe four or five branches dcrcompafs about 
five or fix iflands very pleafant, which make the head of the lake: about fifteen leagues 
beyond they do all come into one. 

That day we landed in one of the faid iflands, and met with five men, that were 
hunting of wild beads, who as freely and familiarly came to our boats without any fear, 
as if we had ever been brought up together. Our boats being fomewhat near the 
ftore, one of them took our captain in his arms, and carried him on ftore, and lightly 
and as eafily as if he had been a child of five years old; fo ftrong and fturdy was this 
fellow.' We found that they had a great heap of wild rats that live in the water, as 
big as a coney, and very good to eat, which they gave unto our captain, who for a 
recompence gave them knives and glafs beach We afked them in figns if that was 
the way to Hochelaga, they anfwcred yea, and that we had yet three days failing 
’’"thither. , 

The neit day our .captain, feeing that for that time it was not poflible for our pinnace 
to go on any fartbdV, he caufed our boats to be made ready, and as much munition 
” and 
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and vi&uals to he put in them, as they could well bear : he departed with them, ac¬ 
companied with many gentlemen, that is to fay,*Cladius of Ponte Briand, Cupbearer to 
the Lord Dauphin of France, Charles of Pomeraye, John Govion, John Powlet, with 
twenty-eight mariners, and Mace Tallobert, and William Briton, who had the charge 
under the captain of the other two (hips, to go up as far as they could into that rivey: 
we failed with good and profperous weather until •the 2d October, on which day we 
came to the town of Hochelaga, diftant from the place where we had left our pinnace 
45 leagues. In which place of Hochelaga, and all the way we w r ent, we met with 
many of thofe countrymen, who brought us fifh and fueh other vi&uals as they had, 
ftill dancing and greatly rejoicing at our coming. Our captain to lure them in, ami 
to keep them uur friends, to recompence them gave them knives, beads, and l’uch I'mall 
trifles, wherewith they were greatly latisfied. . 

So foon as we were come near Hochelaga, there came to meet us above 1006 
perfons, men, women, and children ; who afterward did as friendly and merrily enter¬ 
tain and receive us, as any father would do , his child, which he had not of long time 
feen, the meil dancing on one fide, the women on another, and likewife the children on 
another : after that they brought us great (lore of fifh, and of their bread made of 
millet, 'carting them into our boats fo thick, that you would have thought it to fall from 
heaven : which when our captain faw, he with many of his company went on fhore: 
fo foon as ever we were a-land, they came cluftering about us, making very much of 
us, bringing their young children in their arms, only to have our oaptain and his com¬ 
pany to touch them, making figns and (hews of great mirth and gladnefs, that lafted 
more than half an hour. Our captain feeing their loving kindnefs and entertainment 
of us, caufed all the women orderly to be fet in array, and gave them beads made of 
tin, and other fuch finall trifles, and to fome of the men he gave knives: then he 
returned to the boats to fupper, and fo parted that night, all which while all thofe 
people flood on the fliore as near our boats as they might, making great fires, and 
dancing very merrily, ftill crying Aguaize, which in their tongue fignifies mirth 
and fafety. 

Our captain the next day very early in the morning, having very gorgeoufly attired 
himfelf, caufed all his company to be fet in order, to go to fee the town and habitation 
of thofe people, ailcl a certain mountain that is fomewhat near the city : with whom 
went alfo five gentlemen and 20 mariners, leaving the reft to keep and look to our 
boats : we took with us three men of Hochelaga to bring us to the place. All along as 
we went we found the way as well beaten and frequented as can be, the faireft and 
beft country that pofiibly can be feen, full of as goodly great oaks as are in any wood 
in France, under which the ground was all covered over with fair acorns. 

After we had gone about four or five miles, we met by the way one of the chiefeft lords 
of the city,accompanied with many more, who fo foon as he faw us, beckoned and made 
figns upon us, that we muft reft us in that place‘where they had made a great fire, and fo 
we did. After that we had relied ourfelves there a while, thefaid lord began to make along 
difcourfe, even as we have faid above, they are accuftomed to do in fign of mirth and 
friendfhip, fhewing our captain and all his company a joyful countenance and good will, 
who gave him two hatchets, a pair of knives, and a crofs which he made him .to kifs, 
and then put it about his neck, for which he gave our captain hearty thanks. This 
done we went along, and about a mile and a half further, we began to figd goodly and t 
large fields, full of fuch corn as the country yieldeth: it is even as the millet of Brafil, 
as great and fomewhat bigger than fmall peafon, wherewith they*live even as we do, 
with ours. * * 

la 
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In the midft of thofe fields, is the city of Hochelaga, placed near, apd as it were 
joined to a j^rfeat mountain, that is tilled round about, very fertile on the top of which 
you may fee very far, we^ named it Mount Royal. The city of Hochelaga is round, 
compaffed about with timber, with three courfe of rampires, one within another, 
ftamqd like a (harp fpirc, but laid acrofs above : the middlemoft of them is made and 
built as a direft line, but perpendicular. The rampires are framed and fafhioned 
with pieces of timber, laid along on the ground, very well and cunningly joined 
together after their fafhion : this enclofure is in height about two rods : it hath but one 
gate or entry thereat, which is {hut with piles, (takes and bars : over it, and alfo in 
many places of the wall, there be places to run along, and ladders to get, up, all full of 
Hones, for the defence of it. 

There are in the town akout 50 houfes, about 50 paces long, and 12 or 15 broad, 
built all of wood, covered over with the bark of the wood as broad as any board, very 
finely and cunningly joined together. Within the faid houfes there are many rooms, 
lodgings, and chambers. In the midft of every ope, there is a great court, in the 
middle whereof they make their fire. They live in common together ;* then do the 
huibands, wives, and children, each one retire themfelves to their chambers. They have 
alfo on the tops of their houfes certain garrets, wherein they keep their corn to make 
their bread withal: they call it Carraconny, which they make as hereafter (hall follow. 
They have certain pieces of wood made hollow, like thofe whereon we beat our hemp, 
and with certain bettus of wood, they beat their corn to powder ; then they make pafte 
of it, and of the pafte, cakes or wreaths, then they lay them on a broad and hot (tone,, 
and then cover it with hot ftones, and lb they bake their bread inftead of ovens. They 
make alfo fundry forts of pottage with the faid corn and alfo of peafe and of beans, 
whereof they have great (lore, as alfo with other fruits, as mufk mellons, and very 
great cucumbers. They have alfo in their houfes certain veffels, as big as any butt or 
ton, wherein they preferve and keep their fi(h, caufing the fame in fummer to be dried 
in the fun, and live therewith in winter, whereof they make great provifion, as we by 
experience have feen. All their viands and meals are without any favour or fait at all. 
They fleep upon barks of trees laid all along upon the ground, being overfpread with 
the Ikins of certain wild beafts, wherewith they alfo clothe and cover themfelves. The 
thing moft precious that they have in all the world they call Efurgn^ : it is as white as 
any inow: they take it in the faid river of Cornibotz in the manner following. When 
any one hath deferved death, or that they take any of their enemies in wars, firft they 
kill him, then with certain knives, they give great flafhes upon their buttocks, flanks, 
thighs, and (houlders ; then they caft the faid body, fo mangled, down to the bottom 
of the river, in a place where the faid Efurgny is, and there leave it ten, or twelve 
hours, then take it up again, and in the euts find the faid Efurgny or Carnibotz. Of 
them they made beads, and wear them- about their necks, even as we do chains of 
gold and filver, accounting it the prec'ioufeft thing in the world. They have this 
virtue and property in them, they will flop or ftaunch bleeding at the nofe, for we have 
proved ft. 

The people are given to no other exercife, but only to hufbandry and fifliing for their 
fuftenance: they have no care of any other wealth or commodity in this world, for 
they have no knowledge of it, and that is becaufe they never travel and go out of their 
Country, as thqfe of Canada, and Saguenay do ; albeit the Canadians with eight or nine 
villages mote along that river be fubjedt unto them. * 

So fooft as we werfecome near the town, a great number of the inhabitants thereof, 
same to prefent themfelves before us after their fafhion, making very much of us : 

we 
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• we were by our guides brought into the midft of the town. They have in the mid- 
dlemofl: part of their houfes, a large fquare plStce, being from fide to Tide a good 
ftone’s cad, whither we were brought, and there with figns were commanded to ft ay : 
then fuddenly all the women and maidens of the town, gathered themfelves together, 
part of which had their arms full of young children, and as many as could, cstme,,, 
to rub our faces, our arms, and what part of the body foever they could touch, 
.weeping for very joy that they faw us, fhewing us the bed countenance that 
pofiibly they could, defiring us with their figns, that it would pleafe us to touch their 
children. 

That done, t\ie mhn caufed the women to withdraw themfelves back, then they every 
one fat down on the ground round about us, as if they would have (hewn or rehearfed 
fome comedy or other fhew: then prefently came the women again, every one bring¬ 
ing a four-fquare mat in manner of carpets, and fpreading them abroad upon the 
ground in that place they caufed us to fit upon them. That done, the lord or king of the 
country was brought upon nine or ten mens’ lhoulders,(whom in their tongue they call 
Agouhanna), fitting upon a great flag’s fkin, and they laid him down upon the fore- 
faid mats, near to the captain, every one beckoning unto us that he was their lord 
and king. This Agouhanna was a man about fifty years old ; he was no whit better 
apparelled than any of the reft, only excepted, that he had a certain thing made of the 
fkins of hedgehogs, like unto a red wreath, and that was inftead of his crown, lie was 
full of the palfy, and his members fhrunk together. • 

After he had with certain figns faluted our captain and all his company, and by 
manifeft tokens bid all welcome, he (hewed his legs and arms to our captain, and with 
figns defired him to touch them, and fo he did, rubbing them with his own hands, 
i’heu did Agouhanna take the wreath or crown he had about his head, and gave it unto 
our captain : that done, they brought before him divers difeafed men, fome blind, fome 
cripple, fome lame and impotent, and fome fo old that the hair of their eye-lids came 
down and covered their cheeks, and laid them all along before our captain, to the end 
they might of him be touched ; for it feemed unto them that God was delcendcd and 
. come down from heaven to heal them. 

• Our captain feeing the mifery and devotion of this poor people, recited the Gofpel 
of St.John, that is t b fay, ‘ In the beginning was the wordtouching every one that 
were difeafed, praying to God that it would pleafe him to open the hearts of this poor 
people, and to make them know his holy word, and that they might receive baptifm 
and chriftendom: that done he took a fervice book in his hand, and with a loud voice 
read all the paffion of Chrift, word by word, that all the ftanders-by might hear him: 
all which while this poor people kept filence, and were marvelloufly attentive, looking 
up to heaven, and imitating us in geftures. Then he caufed the men all orderly to be let 
on one fide, the women on another, and likewife the children on another; and to 
the chiefeft of them he gave hatchets, to the others knives, and to the women beads, and 
fuch other ftnall trifles. Thai where the children were, he caft rings, counters and 
broaches made of tin, whereat they feemed to be very glad. That dnne 3 our'eaptain 
commanded trumpets and other mufical inftruments to be founded* which when they 
heard they were very merry. Then we took our leave and went to our boat: the 
women feeing that, put themfelves before to flay us, and brought us out of their meats 
that, they had made ready for us, as fifh, pottage, beans, and fuch other things, think¬ 
ing to Ynake us eat and dine in that place: but becaufe the meats had no fiiVour at all 
of fait* we liked them, not, but thanked them, and with figns gave^them to underitand 
that we had no need to eat. 


When 
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When we were out of the town divers of the men and women# followed us, and 
brought us to the top of the forefaid'mountain, which we named Mount Royal': it is 
about a league from the town. When we were on the top of it we might difcem and 
plainly fee 30 leagues about. 

... Ofi the north fide of it there are many hills to be fcen running weft and eaft, and 
as many more on the fouth, amongft and between the which, the country is as fair and 
pleafant as pofiibly can be feen, being level, fmooth, and very plain, fit to be hufbanded. 
and tilled ; and in the midft of thofe fields we faw the river further up a great way 
than where we had left our boats, where was the greateft and the fwifteft fall of water 
that any where hath been feen, and as great, wide, and large as our figty: might difeern, 
going S. W. along three fair and round mountains that we faw, as we judged, about 
15 leagues from us. Thofe which brought us thither told and fhewed us, that in the 
laid river there u»ere three fuch falls of water more, as that was whore we had left our 
boats ; but becaufe we could not underftand their language, we could not know how 
far they were one from another. Moreover they flawed us with figns that the faid three 
falls being paft, a man might fail the fpace of three months more aloilg that river ; 
and that along the hills that are on the north fide, there is a great river, which (even 
as the other) cometh from the weft : we thought it to be the river that runneth" through 
the country of Saguenay, and without any fign or queftkm moved or alked of them, 
they took the chain of our captain’s whiftle, which was of filver, and the dagger haft of 
one of our fellow onariners, hanging on his, being of yellow copper gilt, and (hewed 
us that fuch ftuff came from the faid river, and that there be Agouionda, that is as 
much as to fay, an evil people, .who go all armed even to their fingers ends : alfo they 
fhewed us the manner and making of their armour; they are made of cords, and 
wood, finely and cunningly wrought together. 

They gave us alfo to underftand that thofe Agouionda do continually war againft 
one another, but becaufe we did not underftand them well, we could not perceive how 
far it was to that country. 

Our captain fhewed them red copper, which in their language they call Caignetadze, 
and looking towards that country, with figns alked them if any came from thence; 
they lhaked their heads hnfwered no : but they Ihewed us that it came from Saguenay,' 
and that lyeth clear contrary to the other. '' 

After we had heard and feen thele things of them, we drew to our boats, accom¬ 
panied with a great multitude of thofe people: fome of them when as they faw any of 
our fellows weary,would take them up on their Ihoulders, and carry them as on horfe- 
back. So foon as we came to our boats we hoifted fail to go towards our pinnace, 
doubting of fome milchancc. Our departure grieved and difpleafed them very much, 
for they followed us along the river as far as they could. We went fo fall that on Mon¬ 
day, being the 4th of Oftober, we came where our pinnace was. 

On the 5th we hoifted fail, and with our pinnace and boats departed from thence 
towards the province of Canada, to the port of the Holy Crofs, where we had left our 
(hips. ' The 7th day we came againft a river that cometh from the north, and entered 
into that river, at the entrance whereof are four little iflands full of fair and goodly 
trees :-we named that river. The River of Fouetz : but becaufe one of thofe iflands 
ftretcheth itfelf a great wa^ into the river, our captain at the point of it caufed a goodly 
wgreat crofs tp be fet up, and commanded the boats to be made ready, that with, the 
next tide he might go up the faid river, and confider the quality of it, which We did, 
and that day went ifp as far as we could ; but becaufe we found it to be of no import¬ 
ance, and very (fallow, we returned and failed down the river. 
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The i ith of October we came to the port of the Holy Crofs, where our (hips were, 
and found that the matters and mariners we had left there, had made and reared a 
trench before the fiiips, altogether clofed with great pieces of timber fet upright, and 
very well fattened together : then had they befet the faid trench about with pieces of 
artillery and other neceffary things, to fliield and defend themfelves from the power of 
all the country. . ' 

So foon as the lord of the country heard of our coming, the next day being the 
X2th October he came to vifit us, accompanied with Taignoagny, Domagaia and many 
others, faining to be very glad of our coming, making much of our captain,' who 
as friendly as he could entertain them, albeit they had not deferved it. Dounacona their 
lord the next‘day defired our captain to come and fee Canada, which he promifed, 
for on the 13th, he with all his gentlemen and fifty of his mariners very well appointed, 
went to vifit Dounacona and his people about a league from our fliips •, tilt place 
where they make their abode is called Siadacona. 

When we were about a {tone’s caft from their houfes, many of the inhabitants came 
to meet us, being all fet in a rank, and (as their cuftom is) the men all on one fide, 
and the women on the other, {till dancing and finging without any ceafing : and after 
we had diluted and received one another, our captain gave them knives and fuch other 
flight things; then he caufed all the women and children to pafs along before him, 
giving each one a ring of tin, for which they gave him hearty thanks: this done, our 
captain was by Dounacona and Taignoagny brought to fee their # houfes, which the 
quality conlidcred) were very well provided, and ftored with fuch victuals as the country 
yieldeth, to pafs away the winter withal. 

Then they {hewed us the {kins of five mens’ heads, fpread upon boards as we do ufe 
parchment. Dounacona told us that they were {kins of Toudamani, a people dwell¬ 
ing towards the fouth, who continually do war againft: them. Moreover they told us 
that it was two years paft that thoie Toudamans came to affault them, yea even into the 
faid river, in an ifland that lyeth over againft Saguenay, were they had in the night 
before, as they were going a war-faring in Hognedo, with 200 perfons, men, women 
and children, who being all alleep in a fort that they had made, they were affaulted by 
.the faid Toudamans, who put fire round-about the fort, and as they would have come 
out of it to lave themfelves, they were all flain, only five excepted, who efcaped : for 
which lofs they yet furrowed, (hewing with figns, that one day they would be revenged. 
That done, we came to our {hips again. 

This people believed no whit in God, but in one whom they,called Cudruaigni: they 
fay that often he fpeaketh with them, and telleth them what weather fliall follow, whe¬ 
ther good or bad : moreover they fay that when he is angry with them he cafteth duft 
into their eyes : they believe that when they die they go into the ftars, and thence by 
little and little defeend down into the horizon, even as the ftars do, and that then they 
go into certain green fields, full of fair and precious trees, flowers, and fruits. 

After that they had given us thefe things to underftand, we {hewed them their error, 
and told that their Cudruaigni did but deceive them, for he is but a devil, and. an evil 
fpirit; affirming unto them that there is but one only God, who is in heafven, and who 
giveth us all neceffaries, being the Creator of all himfelf, and that only we mutt Relieve 
in him : moreover that it is neceffary for us to be baptized, otherwise we are damned 
into hell. Thefe and many other things concerning our titith and religion we {hewed 
theih, all which they did eafily believe, calling their Cudruaigni, Aguaida,\hu is to fay, 
nought, fo thjit very eameftly they defired and prayec^our captain, that he would 
caule them to be baptized, and their lord, and Taignoagny and Domagaia, and all the 
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people of the town came unto us hoping to be baptized: buyt bgcaufe we did not 
thoroughly know their mind, and that there vfis nobody could teach them our belief 
an{i religion, we excufed ourfelves, defiring Taignoagny and Domagaia to tell the reft 
of their countrymen, that he would come again another time, and bring pHefts 'and 
chrifome with us, for without them they could not be baptized; which they did 
'eafily believe, for Domagaia and -Taignoagny had feen many children baptized in 
Britainv whiles they were there : which promife when they heard, they feemed to be 
very glad. 

They live in common together, and of fuch commodities as their country yieldeth, 
they are indifferently well ftored. The inhabitants of the country cloathe themfelvcs 
with the Ikins of certain wild hearts, but very miferably. In winter they wear hofen 
and flioes made of wild heart’s Ikins, and in fummer they go bare-footed. They keep 
and obferve the rights of matrimony, faving that every one weddeth two or three 
wives, which (their hufbands being dead) do never marry again, but for the death of 
their hufbands, wear a certain black weed all the days of their life, befmearing all their 
faces with coal dull and greafe, mingled together as' thick as the back of a knife; and 
by that they are known to be widows. 

They have a filthy and deteftable ufe in marrying of their maidens, and thar'is this; 
they put them all (alter they are of lawful age to marry) in a common place, as 
harlots, free for every man that will have to do witli them, until fuch time as they find 
a match. This I (a)', b< caufe I have feen by experience many houfen full of thole 
damfels, even as our fchools are full of children in France to learn to read. More¬ 
over the mifrule and riot that they keep in thofe houfes is very great, for very wantonly 
they fport arid dally together, fhewing whatfoever God hath lent them. 

They are no men of great labour. They dig their grounds with certain pieces of 
wood, as big as half a fword, on which ground groweth their corn, which they call 
Offici: it is as big as our finall peafon : there is great quantity of it growing in Brafil. 
They have alfo great (tore of mulk mellons, pompions, gourds, cucumbers, peafon 
and beans of every colour, yet differing from ours. There groweth alfo a certain kind 
of herb, whereof in fummer they make great provifion for all the year, making great 
account of it, and only men ufe of it; and firft they caufe it to be dried in the fun,, 
then wear it about their necks wrapped in a little beaft’s fkin, mode like a little bag, 
with a hollow piece of ftone or wood like a pipe : then when they pleafe they make 
powder of it, and then put it in one of the ends of the laid cornet or pipe, and lay¬ 
ing a cole of fife upon i{, at the other end fuck fo long, that they fill their bodies full 
•of ftnokc, till it cometh out of their .mouth and noftrils, even as out of the tunnel of a 
chimney. They fay that this doth keep them warm and in health : they never go with¬ 
out fome of it about them. We ourfelves have tried the fame finoke, and having put 
it in our mouths, it feemed almoft as hot as pepper. ’ 1 

The women of that country do labour much more than the men, as well in fifliing 
(whereto they are greatly given) as in tilling and hufbanding their grounds, and other 
things 5 as well the men, as women and children, are much more able to refill cold, 
than favage hearts, for we with our own eyes have feen fome of them, when it was 
coldeiy (which cold was extremely raw and bitter,) come to our 'lhips ftark naked, 
going upon fnow and ice, which thing feemeth incredible to them that have not 
feen it. 

When as the fnow and ice lyeth on the ground, they take great ftore of wild.beifts, 
as fawns. Hags, bears, marterns, hares and foxes, with divers other forts, whofe flelh 
they eat raw, having firft dried it in the fun or fmoke, and fo they do their fdb. As 

5 far 
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far forth as wc tould perceive and underftanj/ by thefe people, it were a very eafy 
thing to bring them to forne familiarity and civility, and make them learn what one 
would. 

The faid river beginneth beyond the Ifland of the A (Til nipt ion, over againft the high 
mountains of Hogitcdo, and of the feven iflands: the didance over from one fide ttV 
the other is about 35 or 40 leagues: in the midd it is above 200 fathom deep. The 
hided way to fail upon it is upon the fouth fide; and toward the north, that is to lay, 
from the■feid feven iflands, from fide to fide there is feven leagues didance, where are 
alfo two great rivers that come down from the hills of Saguenay, and make divers very 
dangerous fhelvcs ?n the fea. 

At the entrance of thofe two rivers, we faw many a great dore of whales and fea- 
horfes. Over athwart the faid iflands there is another little river, that runneth along 
thofe marfh grounds about three or four leagues, wherein there is great dore of water 
fowls. From the entrance of that river to Hochelaga, there is about 300 leagues did 
ranee: tilt original beginning of it is in the river that cometh from Saguenay, which 
rifeth and fprmgeth among high and deep hills, it entereth into that river, before it 
cometh. to the province of Canada, on the north fide. That river is very deep, high, 
and draight, wherefore it is very dangerous for any veflel to go upon it. After that 
river folioweth the province of Canada, wherein are many people dwelling in open 
boroughs and villages: there are alfo in the circuit and territory of Canada, along and 
within the faid river, many other iflands, fome great and fome fmall,‘among which there 
is one that containeth ten leagues in length, full of good and high trees, and alfo many 
vines. You may go into it from both Tides, but yet the furefl paflfage is on the fouth 
fide. 

On the fhorc or bank of that river weflward, there is a goodly, fair, and dele&able 
bay or creek, convenient and fit for to harbour fliips j hard by there is in that river 
one place very narrow, deep, and fwift running, but it is not paffing the third part of 
a league, over againft the which there is a goodly high piece of land, with a town 
therein, and the country about it is very well tilled and wrought, and as good as pof- 
fibly can be feen: that is the place and abode of Dounacona, and of our two men we 
• took in our firft voyage; it is called Stradacona : but before we come to it there are 
four other peopled towns, that is to lay, Ayrafte, Starnatan, Tailla, which flandcth 
upon a hill, Scitadin, and then Stradacona, under which town towards the north, the 
river and port of the Holy Crofs is, where we ftaid from the 15th of September, 
until the iCth of May 1536, and there our fuips remained dry as we have, faid 
before. 

That place being part, we found the habitation of the people called Tegucnondahi, 
Handing upon an high mountain, and the valley ofliochelai, which ftandeth in a 
champaigne country. , 

All the faid country on both fides the river, as far as Ilochelay and beyond, is as 
fair and plain as'ever was feen. There are certain mountains far diftant from the faid 
river, which are to be feen above the forefaid towns, from which mountains divers 
rivers defeend, which fall into the faid great river. All that country is full of fundry 
forts of wood and many vines, unlefs it*be about the places that are inhabited,’ where 
they have pulled up the trees to till and labour the ground, and to build their 
houfes and lodgings. There is great ftore of /lags, deer, bears, and o?he{ fuch, like 
forts of beafts, as conies, hares, martens, foxes, otters, beavers, v^eafels, badgers, and 
rats exceeding great,.and divers other forts of wild beafts. They ctoathe themfelves 
with the {kins of thofe beafts, becaufe they have nothing elfe to make them apparel 
■ vol. xji. 4 p withal. 
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withal. There are slfo many forts of birds, as cranes, fwans, buftnrds, wild geefe, 
white and grey; ducks, thruffies, blackbirds, turtles, wild pigeons, linnets, finches, 
red breafts, ftares, nightingales, fparrows, and other birds, even as in France. Alfo # as 
we have faid before, the faid river is the plentifulleft of fifli that ever hath of any man 
bpen feen, or heard of, becaufe from the mouth to the end of it, according to their 
feafons, you ffiall find all forts of frefh water fifh and fait. There are alfo many whales’, 
porpoifes, fea-horfes and adhothuis, which is a kind of fifh that we had never feen nor 
heard of before. They are as great as porpoifes, as white as any fnow, their bodyand head 
fafhioned as a greyhound, they are wont always to abide between the frefh and fait water, 
which beginncth between the river of Saguenay and Canada. • 

After our return from Hochelaga, we dealt, trafficked, and with great'familiarity 
and love were converfant with thofe that dwelt neareft unto our ffiips, except that foine- 
times we had ftrife and contention, with certain naughty people, full fore againft the will 
of the others. Weunderftood of Dounacona and of others, that the faid river is called 
the River of Saguenay, and goeth to Saguenay, being fomewhat more than a league 
farther W. N. W. and that eight or nine days journies beyond, it will bear but fmall 
boats. But the right and ready way to Saguenay, is up that river to Hochelaga, and 
then into another that cometh from Saguenay, and then entereth into the aforelaul river, 
and that there is yet one month’s failing thither. 

Moreover they told us and gave us to underfland, that there are people clad with 
cloth as we are, very honeft, and many inhabited towns, and that they have great (lore 
of gold and red copper: and that about the land beyond the faid firit river to Uoche- 
laga and Saguenay, is an ifland environed round about with that and other rivers ; and 
that beyond Saguenay the faid river entereth into two or three great lakes, and that 
there is a fea of frefh water found, and as they have heard fay of thofe of Saguenay, 
there was never man heard of that found out the end thereof; for as they told us, they 
themfelves were never there. 

Moreover they told us that where we had left our pinnace when we went to Hoche¬ 
laga, there is a river that goeth S. W., from whence there is a whole month’s failing to 
go to a certain land, where there is neither ice nor fnow feen, where the inhabitants do 
continually war one againft another ; where is great ftore of oranges, almonds, nuts, 
and apples, with many other forts of fruits, and that the men and women are clad with 
beads (kins, even as they. We afkcd them if there were any gold or red copper, they 
anfwered no. I take this place to be toward Florida, as far as I could perceive and un¬ 
derhand by their figns and tokens. 

In the month of December we underftood that the peftilence was come among the 
people of Stadacona, in fuch fort that before we knew of it, according to their confef- 
fion, there were dead above fifty : whereupon we charged them neither to come near 
our fort, nor about our ffiips, or us. And albeit we had driven them from us, the faid 
unknown ficknefs began to fpread itfclFamongft us, after the ftrangeft fort that ever 
was heard of or feen, infotnuch that foine did lofe all their ftrength, and could not 
Hand on'their feet; then did their legs fwell, their finews ffirink as black as any coal. 
Others alfo had all their fkins fpotted with fpots of blood of a purple colour ; then 
did it afeend up to their ankles, knees, thighs, ffioulders, arms and neck : their mouth 
became ftinking, their gums fo rotten, that all the flcffi did fall off, even to the roots of 
«the teeth, whigh alfo did almoft all fall out. With fuch infection did this ficknefs fpread 
itfelf in our three ffiips, that about the middle of February, of no perfons that we 
were, there were not ten whole, fo that one could not help the other, a molt horrible and 
pitiful cafe, conffdering the place we were in, for fo much as the people of the country 
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would daily come before our fort, and faw but few of us. There were already eight 
dead, and more than fifty fick, and as we thcfught pall all hope of recovery. Our 
captain feeing this our mifery, and that the ficknefs was gone fo far, ordained and 
commanded, that every one (hould devoutly prepare himfelf to prayer, and in remem¬ 
brance of Chrift, caufed his image to be let upon a tree, about a (light, (hot from the 
fort amidffc the ice and i'now, giving all men to underhand, that on the Sunday fol¬ 
lowing, fervice fliould be faid there, and that whofoever could go fick or whole, 
fliould go thither in proceflion, finging the feven pfalms of David, with other litanies, 
praying moil heartily that it would pleafc the faid our Chrih to have companion upon 
us. Service being done, and as well celebrated as we could, our captain there made a 
vow, that if it would pleafe God to give him leave to return into France, he would go 
on pilgrimage to our Lady of Roquemado. 

That day Philip Rougcniont, born in Amboife, died, being 22 years old, and becaufe 
the ficknefs was to us unknown, our Captain caufed him to be ripped, to fee if by any 
means poflible we might know what it. was, and fo feck means to lave and preferve the. 
reh of the company. He was found to have his heart white, but rotten, and more than 
a quart, of red water about it: his liver was indifferent fair, but his lungs black and 
mortified, his blood was altogether flirunk about the heart; fo that when he was 
opened great quantity of rotten blood ilfued out from about his heart: his milt to¬ 
ward the back was fomewhat perilhed, rough as if it had been rubbed again!! a Hone. 
Moreover, becaufe one of his thighs was very black without, it was opened, but within it 
was whole and found : that done, as well as we could he was buried. 

In fuch fort did the ficknefs continue and increafe, that there were not above three 
found men in the (hips, and none was able to get under hatches to draw drink for him¬ 
felf, nor for his rellows. Sometimes we were conftrained to bury foine of the dead 
under the fnow, becaufe we were not able to dig any graves for them, the ground was 
fo hard frozen, and we fo weak. 

Befides this we did greatly fear that the people of the country would perceive our 
weaknefs and mifery, which to hide, our captain, whom it pleafed God always to keep 
in health, would go out with two or three of the company, fome fick and fome whole; 
whom when he faw out of the fort, he would throw ftones at them and chide them, 
feigning that fo foon as he came again, he would beat them, and then with figns 
(hew the people of the country that he caufed all his men to work and labour in the 
fhips, fome in caulking them, fome in beating of chalk, fome in one thing and fome in 
another, and that he would not have them come forth until their work was done j and 
to make his tale feem true and likely, he would make all his men whole and found, to 
make a great noife, with knocking (licks, ftones, and hammers, and other things toge¬ 
ther : at which time we were fo opprefled and grieved with that ficknefs, that we had 
loft all hope ever to fee France again, if God in his infinite goodnefs and mercy had not 
with his pitiful eye looked upon us, and revealed a fingular and excellent remedy againft 
all dileafes unto us, the beft that ever was found upon earth, as hereafter (hall follow. 

From the midft of November until the midft of March, we were kept hi amidft 
the ice above two fathoms thick, and fnow above four feet high and more, higher than 
the (ides of our (hips, which lafted till that time, in fuch fort, that all onr drinks were 
frozen in the veffels, and the ice through all the fhips was about a hand-breadth thick, as 
well above hatches as beneath, and fo much of the river as was frefh, ovep to Hochelag^ 
was frozen j in which fpace there died 25 of our beft and chiefeft men,-and all the 
reft were fo fick that we thought they (hould never recover ag*fn, only three or four 
excepted. 
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Our captain confideringour eflate (and ho\^ that ficknefs was «ncreafed and Iiot 
amon^ft us) one day went forth of the fort, and Walking upon the ice, he faw a troop of 
thofe countrymen coming fromj Stradacona, amongll which wasDomagaia, who not 
palling ten or twelve days before, had been very fick of that difeafe, and had his knee 
fwollen as big as'a child two years old, all his finews Ihrunk together, bis teeth fpoiled, 

' His gums rotten and /linking. Our captain feeing him whole and found, was thereat 
marvellous glad, hoping to underftand and know of him how he had healed himfelf, 
to the end he might eafe and help his men. So foon as they were come near him, 
he aiked Domagaia how he had done to heal himfelf. Heanfwered that he had taken 
the juice and fap of the leaves of a certain tree, and therewith had healed himfelf; 
for it was a Angular remedy again!! that difeafe : then our captain aiked of him if any 
were to be had thereabout,,deliring him to fhew him, for to heal a fervant of his, who 
whi.Ift he was in Canada with Dounacona, was llricken with that difeafe. That he 
did becau r e he would not lliew the number of his fick men. Domagaia ftraight fent 
two women to fetch fome of it, which brought ten or twelve branches of it, 'and there* 
withal he Ihewed the way how to ufe it, and that is thus, to take the bark and leaves 
of the faid tree, and boil them together, then to drink of the faid decodion every other 
day, and to put the dregs of it upon his legs that is fick. Moreover, they told us that 
the virtue of the tree was, to heal any other difeafe. The tree is in their language called 
Ameda, or Hanneda, this is thought to be the faffafras tree. 

Our captain prefently caufed fome of that drink to be made for his men to drink of 
it, but there was none durlt talle of it, except one or two, who ventured the drinking of 
it, only to talle and prove it: the others feeing that, did the like, and prcfently re¬ 
covered their health, and were delivered of that ficknefs, and what other difeafe foever, 
in fuch fort, that there were fome had been difeafed and troubled with the French pox 
four or five years, and with this drink were clean healed. 

After this medicine was found and proved to be true, there was fuch ftrife about it, 
who Ihould be firft to take of it, that they were ready to kill one another, fo that a 
tree as big as any oak in France, was fpoiled and lopped bare, and occupied all in five 
or fix days, and it wrought fo well, that if all the phylicians of Mountpellier and Lovaine 
had been there, with all the drugs of Alexandria, they would not have done fo much 
in one year, as that tree did in fix days, for it did fo prevail, that as Inany as ufed of it, 
by t he grace of God recovered their health. 

While that difeafe lalted in our Ihips, the Lord Dounacona, Taignoagny, with many 
others went from home, feigning that they would go to catch flags and deer, becaufe 
the ice and fnow was fo broken along the river that they could fail: it was told us of 
Domagaia and others, that they would Hay out but a fortnight, and we believed it, but 
that they Itaid above two months, which made us miltrufl that they had been gone to 
raife the country to come againft us, and do fome difpleafure, we feeing ourfelves fo 
weak and faint. Albeit we had ufed fiich diligence and policy in our fort, that if all 
the power of the country had been about it, they could have done nothing but look 
upoA us : and whilft they were forth, many of the people came daily to our Ihips, and 
brought us felh meat, as Hags, deer, filhes, and many, other things, .but held them at 
fuch aij. exceffive price, that rather than they yvould fell them any thing cheap, many 
times they would carry them back again, becaufe that year the winter was very long, and 
*>they had fome fcarcity and need of them. 

On the 2 il£ day of April, Domagaia dime to the lhore fide, accompanied with divers 
lufty and ftrong men^iich as we were not wont to fee, and told us that their lord Douna- 
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cona would the nest day come and fee uys, and bring great (lore of deer’s flefh, and other 
tf 'n '.s with him. The next day he came and brought a great nuinlr of men to Sta- 
dat on a, to what end, and for what caule we knew not; but (as the proverb faith) he 
that takes heed and fhields liimfMf from all men, may hope to efcape from fome: lor we 
had need to look about us, confidering how in number we were diminiflied, and in •• • 
ftiength greatly weakened, both by reafon of our ficknefs, and alfo of the number 
tl a! w re dead, fo that we were conlbrained to leave one of our (hips in the port of the 
Hoty Crofs. 

Our captain was warned of their coming, and how they had brought a great number 
of men with them, for Domagaia came to tell us, and durfl not pafs the river that 
was betwixt S^adacona and us, as he was wont to do, whereupon we mi fir ufted fome 
treafon. Our captain feeing this lent one of his fervants to'them, accompanied with 
John Poulet, being beft beloved of thofc people, to fee who were there, and what 
they did. The faid Poulet and the other feigned themfclves only come to vifit Dosuna- 
cona, and bring him certain prefents, becaufe they had been together a good while in 
the faid Douna’cona’s town. So foon as he heard of their coming he got himfelf to 
bed, f eigning to be very fick : that done, they went to Taignoagny’s houfe to fee him, 
and wherefoever they went, they faw fo many people, that in a manner one could not 
ftir for another, and luch men as they were never wont to fee. Taignoagny would not 
permit our men to enter into any other houfes, but ftill kept them company, and 
brought them half way to their fhips, and told them that if it would*pIcafe our captain 
to fhew him fo much favour as to take a lord of the country, whole name was Agouna, 
of whom he had received fome difpleafure, and carry him with him into France, he 
fhould therefore for ever be bound unto him, and would do for him whatever he com¬ 
mand him, and bade the fervant come again the next day, and bring an anfwer. 

Our captain being advertiied of fo many people that were there, not knowing to 
what end, purpofed to play a pretty prank, that is to fay, to take their lord Dounacona, 
Taignoagny, Domagaia, and fome more of the chiefeft of them prifoners, infomuch as 
before he had purpofed, to bring them into France, to fliew unto our king, what he 
had feen in thole weftern parts, and marvels of the world, for that Dounacona had told 
us, that he had been in the country of Saguena, in which are infinite rubies, gold, and 
other riches, and thai* there are white men, who cloathe themfelve.. with woollen cloth, 
even as we do in France. Moreover, he reported that he had been in another country 
of a people called Picquemians, and other ftrange people. The faid lord was an old 
man, and even from his childhood had never left off nor ceafed from travelling into 
ftrange countries, as well by water, and rivers, as by land. 

The faid Poulet and the other having told our captain their embafiage, and {hewed 
him what Taignoagny’s will was, the next day he fent his fervant again to bid 
Taignoagny come and fee him, and fhew what he fhould, for he fhould be very well 
entertained, and alfo part of his will fhould be accomplifhed. Taignoagny fent him word 
that the next day .he would come, and bring the Lord Dounacona witli him, and him 
which had fo offended him, which he did not, but ftaid two days, in whi^jjrtune none 
came from Stadacona to our fhips as they were wont to do, but rather fled from us, as if 
we would have (lain them, fo that then we -plainly perceived their knavery. 

But becaufe they underftood that thofe of Sidatin did frequent our company, and 
that we hadforfaken the bottom of a fhip which, we would leave to have she old nails 
out of it; the third day following they came from Stadacona, and moft of them without 
difficulty did pafs from one fide of the river to the other with final rtriflH : but Douna¬ 
cona would not conle over. Taignoagny and Domagaia flood Hiking together about 
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an hour before they would come over ; at laft they came to (peak with our captain. < 
There Tajgnoagny prayed him that he would caufe the forefaid man to be taken and 
carried into France. Our captain refufed to do it, faying that his king had forbidden 
him to bring any man or woman into France, only that he might bring two or three 
.• young boys to learn the language, but that he would willingly carry him to Newfound¬ 
land, and there leave him in an ifland. Our captain fpake this only to allure them, that 
they fhould bring Dounacona with them, whom they had left on the other fide: which, 
words when Taignoagny heard, he was very glad, thinking he fhould never return into 
France again, and therefore promifed to come the next day, which was the day of the 
Holy Crofs, and to bring Dounacona and all his people with hint. f 

The third of May, being Holy rood Day, our captain for the folcmnity of the day, 
caufed a goodly fair crofs*'of 35 feet in height to be fet up, under the crolTet of which 
he caufed a fhield to be hanged, wherein were the arms of France, and over them was 
written in antique letters, “ Francil'cus primus Dei gratia Fnincorarn Rex regnat.” And 
upon that day about noon, there came a great number of the people of Stadocanu, 
men, women, and children, who told us that their Lord Dounacona, Taignoagny, and 
Domagaia were coming, whereof we were very glad, hoping to retain them.. About 
two o’clock in the afternoon they came, and being come near our fhips, our captain 
went to falute Dounacona, who alfo (hewed him a merry countenance, albeit very 
fearfully his eyes were flill bent towards the wood. Shortly after came Taignoagny, 
who bade Dounaffona that he fhould not enter into our fort, and therefore tire was 
brought forth by one of our men and kindled where their lord was. Our captain 
prayed him to come into our fhips, to eat and drink as he was wont to do, and alfo 
Taignoagny, who promifed that after a while he would come, and fo they did and entered 
into our fhips, but firft it was told our captain by Domagaia, that Taignoagny had 
fpoken ill of him, and that he had bid Dounacona he fhould not come aboard our 
fhips. Our captain perceiving that came out of the fort, and faw that only by 
Taignoagny’s warning the women ran away, and none but men (laid in great number, 
wherefore he flraight commanded his men to lay hold on Dounacona, Taignoagny, 
Domagaia, and two more of the chiefeft whom he pointed unto; then he commanded 
them to make the other to retire. Prefently after the faid lord entered into the fort with 
the captain, but by and by Taignoagny came to make him come oht again. 

Our captain feeing that there was no other remedy, began to call unto them to take 
them, at whofecry and voice all his men came forth, and took the faid lord, with the 
others whom they had appointed to take. The Canadians feeing their lord taken, 
began to run away, even as fheep before the wolf, feme eroding over the river, fome 
through the woods, each one fecking for his own advantage. That done we retired 
ourfelves, and laid up the prifoners under good guard and fafety. 

The night following they came before our fhips (the river being betwixt us) ftriking 
their breads, and crying and howling like wolves, foil calling Agouhanna, thinking to 
fpeak with him, which our captain at that time would not permit, neither all the next 
day till r.orqi, whereupon they made figns unto us that, we had hinged or killed him. 
About noon there came as great a number in a duller, as ever we faw, who went to 
hide themfelves in the forell, except fomc, who with a loud voice would call and cry to 
Dounacona to fpeak unto them. Our captain then commanded Dounacona to be 
brought upi on high to fpeak unto them, and bade him be merry, for after he had 
fpoken, and fhewed unto the King of France, what he had feen in Sanguenay aftd other 
countries, aftq* terror twelve months he fhould return again, and that the King of 
France would give him great rewards j whereat Dounacona was very glad, and fpeaking 
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> to the others told thpn, who in token of joy gave out three great cries, and then Dou- 
nacona and his people had great talk together, which for want of interpreters cannot be 
deferibed. Our captain bade Dounacona that he fhould caufe them to coiTie to the 
other'fide of the river, to the end that they might the better talk together without any 
fear, and that he fhould allure them : which Dounacona did, and there came-a boat 
full of th«i chiefelt of them to the fhips, and there anew began to talk together, giving ’* 
^reat praife to our captain, and gave him a prefent of 24 chains of efurgny, for that 
is the greateft and prccioulelt riches they have in this world, for they elteem more of 
that, than of any gold or filver. 

After they had long talked together, and that their lord law there was no remedy to 
avoid his going* into France, he commanded his people the next, day, to bring him 
fome victuals to ierve him bv the way. Our captain gave Dounacona as a great pre- 
fent, two trying pans of copper, eight hatchets, and other finall trifles, as knives and 
beads, whereof he Denied to be very glad, who fent them to his wives and children. 
Likewife behave to them who came to fpeak to Dounacona ; they thanked him greatly 
for them, and then went to their lodgings. 

Upon the 5 th of May very early‘in the morning a great number of the laid people 
came again to fpeak unto their lord, and lent a boat, which in their tongue they call 
cafnoni, wherein were only four women without any man, for fear their men Ihould 
be retained. 

Thefe women brought great (lore of victuals, as great millet, widely is their corn that 
they live wilhall, ilelh, hlh, and other things after their fa/hion. 

Thefe women being come to our fhips, our captain did^very friendly entertain them. 
Then Dounacona prayed our captain to tell thole women that he fhould come again 
after unor twelve months, and bring Dounacona to Canada with him : this he laid 
only to appeafe them, w hich our captain did. Wherefore the women as well by words 
as iigns, feemed to be very glad, giving our captain thanks, and told him if he came 
again, and brought Dounacona with him, they would give him many things: in fign 
whereof each one gave our captain a chain of efurgny, and then palled to the other fide 
of the river again, where flood all the people of Stradacona, who taking all leave of 
their lord went home again. 

On the 6th of the«nonth we departed out o the faid port of Santa Croix, and came 
to harbour a little beneath the lflands of Orleans, about 12 leagues from the port of the 
Holy Crofs, and on the 7th we came to the Ifland of Filberts, where we ilaid until the 
16th of that month, till the fierccnefs of the waters were paft, which at that time ran 
too fwift a courl’e, and were too dangerous to come down along the river, and there¬ 
fore we flayed till fair weather came. I11 the mean while many of Dounacona’s fubjefts 
came from the river of Saguenay to him, and being by Domagaia advertifed, that their 
lord was taken to be carried into France, they were all amazed: yet for all that they 
would not leave to come to our fhips, to fpeak to*Dounacona, who told them that after 
twelve months lie; fhould come again, and that he was very well ufed by the captaip, 
gentlemen, and mariners : which when they heard they greatly thanked our captain, 
and gave their lord three bundles of beavers, and fea wolves fkins, withrtTgrcat knife 
of red copper, that coineth from Saguenav, and other things : they gave alfo to our 
captain a chain of efurgny, for w hich our captain gave them io or 12 hatchets, and 
they gave him hearty thanks and were very well contented. } 

Oh the 16th we hoifted fail, and came from the faid Ifland of Filberts a- another 
about 15 leagues from it, which is about five leagues in lengthy gj*l there, to the end 
wc might take lbme reft the night following, we ftayed that day, in’hopes the next 

day 
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day we might pals and avoid the dangers of the river pf Saguenay, which are great.* 
That evening we went aland and foiind great /lore of hares, of which we took a great 
many, and therefore we called it the Ifland of Hares : in the night there arofe g 'Con¬ 
trary wind; with fuch ftorrns and tempefts that we were conftrained to return to *the 
Ifland-of Filberts again, from whence we were come, beraufe there was none other 
paifage among the laid iflands, and there we flayed till the 21ft of that month, till fair 
weather and good wind came again: and then we failed again and that fo profperoufly, 
that we palled to Honguedo, which paifage until that time had not been difcovered. 

We caufed our Ihip to courfe athwart Cape Pratt, which is the beginning of the 
port of Chaleur, and becaufe the wind was good and convenient,' we failed all day and 
all night without flaying, and the next day wc came to the middle of Brion’s Ifland, 
which we were not minded to do, to the end we might fhorten our way. 

Thefe two iflands lie N. W. and S. E. and are about 50 leagues one from another. 
The faid ifland is in lat. 47 deg. and a half. 

On the 26th of the month, we coafted over to a land, and fhallow of low lands, 
which are about eight leagues S. W. from Brion’s Ifland, above which are large cham- 
paignes, full of trees, and alfo an enclofed lea, whereas we could neither let? nor per¬ 
ceive any gap or way to enter thereinto. 

On the 27th, becaufe the wind did change on the coaft, we came to Brion’s Ifland 
again, where we Haul till the beginning of June, and toward the S.E. of this ifland we 
faw a land, feeming unto us as an ifland ; we coafted it about two leagues and a half, 
and by the way we had notice of three other high iflands lying towards the fands : after 
we had known thefe things we returned to the cape of the faid land, whiqh doth divide 
itfelf into two or three very high capes : the waters there are very deep, and the flood 
of the fea runneth fo fwift, that it cannot poflibly be fwifter. That day we came to 
Cape Loreine, which is in 47 deg. and half towards the fouth : on which cape there is 
a low land, and it feemeth that there is fome entrance of a river, but there is no haven 
of any worth. Above thefe lands we faw another cape towards the fouth, we named 
it Saint Paul’s Cape, it is at 47 deg. and a quarter. 

On the 4th of June, we had notice of the coaft lying E. S. E. diftant from the New¬ 
foundland about 22 leagues: and becaufe the wind was againft us, we went to a haven, 
which we named S. Spiritus Port, where we ftaid till the 7th, $hal we departed thence, 
failing along the coaft until we came to St. Peter’s Iflands. 

We found along the faid coaft many very dangerous iflands andfhelves, which lie all 
in the way E. S. E. and W. N. W. about 23 leagues into the fea. Whilft we were in 
the faid St. Peter’s Iflands, we met with many ihips of France and of Britain : we ftaid 
there from the 1 ith till the 16th of the month, that we departed thence and came to 
Cape Rafc, and entered into a port called Rognofo, where we took in frefh water and 
wood to pafs the fea; there we left one of our boats. Then upon the 19th June, we 
went from that port, and with fuch go'od and profperous weather we failed along the fea, 
ii\fuch fort, that upon the 6th July 1536, we came to the port of St. Malo, by the 
grace*of God, to whom we pray, here ending our navigation. ^ 

They of "Canada fay, that it is a month’s failing to go to a land where cinnamon and 
cloves are gathered. 


The 
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f e % Third Voyage of Di/covery made by Captain James Cartier * 1540, unto foe Countries 
of Canada, Hocbelaga, and Saguenay. - 

J^ING Francis the Firft having heard the repojt of Captain Cartier, his Pilot General,* ’ 
" - in his two former voyages of difcovery,, as well by writing as by word of mouth, 
touching that which he had found and feen in the weftern parts difcovered 'by him in 
the parts of Canada and Hochelaga, and having alfo feen and talked with the people, 
which the faid Cartier had brought out of thofe countries, whereof one was King of 
Canada, whof£ name was Dounacona, and others : which after that they had been a 
long time in Fiance and Britain, were baptifed at their own defire and requeft, and died 
in the faid country of Britain. And albeit his Majefty was advertifed by the faid Cartier 
of the death and deceafe of all the people which were brought over by him (which were 
10 in number), faving one little girl about 10 years old 5 yet herefolvedto fend the faid 
Cartier his pitot thither again, with John Francis de la Roche, Knight, Lord of Robernl, 
whom he appointed his lieutenant and governor in the countries of Canada and Hoche¬ 
laga, an 3 the faid Cartier captain-general, and leader of the Ihips, that they might dif- 
cover mote than w<as done before in the former voyages, and attain (if were poflible) 
unto the knowledge of the country of Saguenay, whereof the people brought by 
Cartier, as is declared, made mention unto the king, that there vaere great riches and 
Very good countries. And" the king caufed a certain fum of money to be delivered, to 
furnilh out £|te faid voyage with five ihips, which thing was performed by the faid Mon- 
fieur Roberval and Carrier. After that they had agreed together to rig the faid five 
ihips at St. Malom Britainy, where the two former voyages had been prepared and fet 
forth. 

And the faid Monfieur Roberval fent Cartier thither for the fame purpofe. And 
after that Cartier had caufed the faid five ihips to be built and furnifoed, and fet in good 
order, Monfieur Roberval came down to St. Malo, and found the ihips fallen down to 
the road, with their yards acrofe full ready to depart and fet fail, flaying for nothing elfe 
1 but the coming of the general, and the payment of the furniture. A nd becanfe Monfieur 
Roberval die king’# lieutenant, had not as yet his artillery, powder, and munitions, and 
other things neceflary come down, which he had provided for the voyage in the countries 
of Champaigne and Normandy, and becaufe the fait! things were very neceflary, and that 
he was loth to depart without them, he determined to depart from St. Malo to Roan, 
and to prepare a fhip or two at Honfleur, whither he thought his things were come. 
And that the faid Cartier ihould depart with the faid five ihips which he had furnifhed, 
ail'd ihould go before. * ■ ’ 

Gonfidering alfo that the faid Cartier had received letters from the king, whereby he 
did exprefsly charge him to depart and fet fail*immediately upon the fight and receipt 
thereof, on pain of incurring his difpleafure, and to lay all the fault upon him. Apdaiter 
tlve concluiion of|}iele things, and the laid Monfieur Roberval had take n mu fter and 
view of the gentlenjen, foldiers, and mariners, which wereretainedand chrnroTw the pei> 
formance of the faid voyage, he gave upto Captain Cartier full authority to depart and 
go before, and to govern all things as if he had been there in perfon ; and hirafelf 
departed for Hqgfleur to make his farther preparation. 

After thefe things thus difpatehed, the wind coming fair, the forefaid five Slips fet 
fail together well furniflled and vi&ualled for two years, the^j^of May 1540. And 
we failed fo long With contrary winds and continual torments, '\lkch fell out by reafon 
. VOL. xii. 4 Q of 
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af our late departure, that we were on the fea with* our faid4.fi ve ^*P S » full three 
months before we could arrive at the‘haven and port of Canada, ^rthout ever having 
in all that tilne 30 hours of good wind to ferve us to keep our right courfe * fo that otw 
five fhips through thofe florins loft company one of another, all fave two that Itept 
together, to wit, that wherein the captain was, and the other wherein went the Vifcount 
of Beaqprt 1 , until at length at the end of one month, we met altogether at the haven of 
Carpont in Newfoundland. 

But the length of time we were in palling between Britainy and Newfoundland, was the 
Caufe that wc flood in great need of water, becaufe of the cattle, as well goats, hogs, as 
other beafts which we carried for breed in the country, which we v/ere conftrained to 
water with cyder and other drink. 

Now therefore bccaufe jve were the fpace of three months failing on the fea, and 
flaying in Newfoundland, waiting for Moufieur Roberval, and taking in of frefh 
water, and other tilings necefl'ary, we arrived not before the haven of Sante Croix in 
Canada (where in* the former voyage we had remained eight months), until the 23d day 
of Auguft. In which place the people of the country came to our fhips,' making fhew 
of joy for our arrival, and namely he caine thither, which had the rule and government 
of the country of Canada, named Agona, which was appointed king there by Douna- 
cona, when in the former voyage we carried him into France: and he came to the 
captain’s fhip with fix or feven boats, and with men, women and children. 

And after the fajd Agona had enquired of the captain, where Dounacona and the 
reft were, the captain anfwered him that Dounacona was dead in France, and that his 
body refted in the earth, and that the reft fluid there as great lords, and were married, 
and would not return back unto their country. The faid Agona made no fhew of anger 
at all thefe fpeeches, and I think he took it fo well, becaufe he remained lord and 
governor of the country by the death of the faid Dounacona. After whi^h conference 
the faid Agona took a piece of tanned leather of a yellow fkin, edged about with 
cfnoguy, (which is their riches, and the thing which they efteem raoft precious, as we 
efteem gold), which was upon his head inftead of a crown, and he put the fame upon 
the head of our captain, and took from his wrifts two bracelets of efhoguy, and put 
them upon the captain’s arms, colling him about the neck, and fhewing unto him great • 
fignsofjoy: which was all diflimulation, as afterward it well appeared. The captain 
took his faid crown of leather, and put it again upon his head, and gave him and his 
wives certain fmall prefents, fignifying unto him, that he had brought certain new 
things, which afterwards he would bellow upon him. For which the faid Agona 
thanked the captain. And after that he had made him and his company eat and drink, 
they departed and returned to the fhore with their boats. 

After which things the faid captain Went with two of his boats up the river, beyond 
Canada and the port of Sante Croix, to view a haven and a fmall river which is about 
four leagues higher ; which he found better and more commodious to ride in and lay 
his fhips, than the former. And therefore he returned and caufed all. his fhips to be 
brought before the faid river, and at a low water he caufed his ordnance to be planted 
to place id? ftips in more fafety, which he meant to keep and flay in jhe country, which 
were three ; which he did the day following, and the reft remained in the road in the 
midft of the river, (in which place the victuals and other furniture were difoharged, 
which they had brought): from the * 26th Auguft, until the 2d fkptember, what 
time thev departed to return-to St. Mata, in which fhips he fent back Mace Iolloberte, 
Ms brother in law, and Stephen Noel, his nephew, ikilful and excellent pilots, with 
letters unto the king, ,«uiu to advife him what had been done and found : and how 

Monfieur 
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Monfieur de Robeml was not yet come, and that he feared that by bccafion of contrary 
winds and tempers he was driven back again intb France. 

The faid river is fmall, not paft 50 paces broad, and {hips drawing three fathoms 
wafer may enter in at full fea : and at a low water there is nothing but a channel of a 
foot deep or thereabout. 

On both fides of the faid river there are very go'od and fair grounds, full of as fair 
and mighty trees as any be in the world, and divers forts which are about ten fathoms 
higher than the reft, and there is one kind of tree above three fathoms about, which 
they in the country call Hanneda, which hath the moft excellent virtue of all the trees 
in the world, whereof I will make mention hereafter. Moreover there are great ftore 
of oaks, the ?hoft excellent that ever 1 faw in my life, which were fo laden with maft 
that they cracked again: befides this there are fairer arables, cedars, beeches, and 
other trees, than grow in France; and hard unto this wood on the fouth fide the 
ground is all cohered with vines, which we found laden with grapes as black as 
mulberries, but they be not fo kind as thofe of France becaufe the vines be not tilled, 
and becaufe they grow of their own accoid. Moreover there are many white thorns, 
which^bear leaves as big as oaken leaves, and fruit like unto medlars. To be fhort, it 
is as godd a country to plough and manure as a man fhould find and defire. 

We fowed feeds here of our country, as cabbage?, turnips, lettuces, and others, 
which grew and fprung up out of the ground in eight days. 

The mouth of the river is towards the fouth, and it windeth northward like unto a 
fnake; and at the mouth of it towards the eaft there is a high and fteep cliff, where we 
made a wa^r in manner of a pair of ftairs, and aloft we made a fort to keep the nether 
fort and the {hips, and all things that might pafs as well by the great as by this fmall 
river. 

Moreover a man may behold a great extenfion of ground apt for tillage, ftraight and 
handfome and fomewhat inclining towards the fouth, as eafy to be brought to ullage as 
I would defire, and very well replemfhed with fair oaks and other trees of great beauty, 
no thicker than theforefts of France. 

Here we fet 20 men to work, which in one day had laboured about an acre and a 
half of the faid ground, and fowed it, part with turnips, which at the end of eight days 
as I faid before lprang out of the earth. And upon that high ch’ff we found a fur foun¬ 
tain, very near the faid fort; adjoining whereunto we found good ftore of ftones, which 
we efteemed to be diamonds. 

On the other fide of the faid mountain and at the foot thereof, which is towards the 
great river, is all along a goodly mine of the beft iron in the world, and it reacheth 
even hard unto our fort, and the land which we tread on is perfect refined mine, ready 
to be put into the furnace j and on the water’s 'fide we found certain leaves of fine gold, 
as thick as a man’s nail. And weftward of the faid river there are, as hath been faid, 
many fair trees ; and toward the water a goodly meadow, full of as fair and goodly 
grafs as ever I /aw in any meadow in France : and between the faid meadow and 
the wood are great ftore of vines, and beyond the faid vines the land groweth full of 
hemp, which groweth of itfelf, which is as good as poflibly may be feenf"JM Hs ftrong. 
And at the end of the faid meadow, witljin too paces, there is a rifing ground which is 
of a kind of flateftone, black and thick, wherein are veins of mineral matter, which {hew 
like gold and fiber: and throughout all that ftone, there are great grains of the find, 
mtoe.* And in fome places we have found ftorfes like diamonds, the mdft fait, pohfhed, 
and excellently cut that it is poffible for a man to fee; when thf fiwi Ihineth upon them, 
they glifter as it were fparkles of fire. 

The 
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The faid captain having difpatched two ihips to return to carrymews, according:3»Sb 
had in charge from the king, and that‘the fort was t>egun to be budded, for* preferva- 
tion of thetr vi&uals and other things, determined with the Vifcount of Beaupr£, and 
other gentlemen, mailers and pilots chofen for counfel, to make a voyage with Wo 
, .boats fumilhed with men and victuals to go as far as Hochelaga, of purpofe to view and 
underftand the fafhion of the faults’of water, which are to be paffed to go to Saguenay, 
that he might be the readier in the fpring to pafs farther, and in the winter time to make 
all things needful in a readinefs for their bufinefe. 

The forefaid boats being made ready, the captain and Martin de Painpont, with 
other gentlemen and the remnant of the mariners, departed from the faid place of 
Charlerfmrg Royal the 7th September in the year aforcfaid 1 540. Aifd the Vifcount 
de Beaupr& (laid behind for the guarding and governing all things in the fort. 

* And as they went up the river the captain went to fee the lord of Hochelay, which 
dwelleth between .Canada and Hochelaga ; which in the former voyage had given unto 
the faid captain a little girl, and had oftentimes informed of the treafons which Taig- 
noagny and Domagaia (whom the captain in his former voyage had carried into France) 
would have wrought againft him : in regard of which his courtefy the faid captain 
would not»pafs by without vifiting of him, and to let him underftand that the captain 
thought himfelf beholden unto him, he gave unto him two young boys, and left them 
with him to learn their language, and bellowed upon him a cloak of Paris red, which 
cloak was fet with yellow and white buttons of tin, and fmall bells, and withall he gave 
him two bafons of laton, and certain hatchets and knives. Whereat the faid lord 
feemed highly to rejoice, and thanked the captain. This done, the captain and his 
company departed from that place. 

And we failed with fo profperous a wind, that we arrived the 1 ith day of the month 
at the firft fault of water, which is two leagues diftant from the town of Tutonaguy. 
And after we were arrived there, we determined to go and pafs as far up as poliible 
with one of the boats, and that the other Ihould ftay there till it returned, and we 
double manned her to row up againft the courfe or ftream of the faid fault. 

* And after we had palled fome part of the way from our other boat, we found bad 
ground and great rocks, and fo great a current, that we could not poffibly pafs any. 
farther with our boat: and the captain refolved to go by land to dee the nature and 
fafhion of the fault. 

And after that we were come on Ihore, we found hard by the water fide a way and 
beaten path, going towards the faid faults, by which we took our way. And on the 
faid way, ind foon after, we found an habitation of people, which made us great 
cheer, and entertained us very friendly. And after that he had fignified unto them, 
that we were going towards the faults, and that we defired to go to Saguenay, four 
young men went along with us to fhew us the way, and they brought us fo far that we 
came to another .village or habitation of good people, which dwell over againft the 
the,fecond Sault, which came and brought us of their victuals, as pottage and fifh, and 
offered nisjaf the fame. 

Aftercaptain had enquired of them, as well by figns as .words, how many 
Store feufts We had to pafs to go to Saguenay, j*nd what diftance and way it was thither, 
this people fhewed us, and gave us to underftand, that we were at the fecond Sault, 
and that therg was but one more to pals, that the river was not najjgable to go to 
Saguenay, ’and that the faid fault was but a third farther than We had travelled,-Ihewmg 
w» ,>: the'batewith certs;:’? little flicks, which they laid upon the ground in a-certain dif- 
taaee, arid afterwards- laid other fmal|%rahches between them both, reprefrnting the 

faults: 
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>$»)lts * and by the §ud mark, if their faying be true, it can be but fix leagues by land 
to pafis the faid faults. 

After that we had been advertifed by the faid people, of the tilings abovb mentioned, 
bpJh becaufe the day Was far fpent, and we had neither drank nor eaten the fame day, 
we concluded to return unto our boats, and we came thither where we found great 
{lore of people, to the number of 400 perlons or thereabout, which feemed to give us* 
very good entertainment, and to rejoice of our coming : and therefore our captain gave 
each of them certain fmall trifles, as combs, broaches of tin and copper, and other 
lmall toys j and unto the chief men, every one his little hatchet anil hook, whereat 
they made certaincries and ceremonies of joy. 

But a man V.hi ft not truft them for all their fair ceremonies and figns of joy, for if 
they had thought they had been too ftrong for us, then would they have done their belt 
to have killed us, as we underftood afterward. , 

This being done, we returned with our boats, and palled by tlje dwelling of the 
lord of Hochelay, with whom the captain had left the two youths as he came up the 
river, thinking to have found him: but he could find nobody fave one ofhisfons,who 
tqld the captain that he was gone to Maifouna, as our boys alfo told us, faying, that it 
was twdf days fince he departed. But in truth he was gone to Canada, to conclude with 
Agona what they Ihould do againll us. 

And when we were arrived at our fort, we underftood by our people that the favages 
of the country came not any more about our forts as they were ijccuftomed, to bring 
us filh, and that they were in a wonderful doubt and /ear of us. Wherefore our 
captain having been advertifed by feme of our men which had been at Stadacona to 
vifit them, that there were a wonderful number of the country people afi'embled 
together, caufed all things in our fortrefs to be fet in good order, kc. 

[The reffis wanting.] 


A Letter written to M.JchnGrowte, Student in Paris, by Jaqucs Noel of S. Malo, the 
Nephew of Jaques Cartier, touching the forefaid difcoycry. 4 

AT ASTER Growte, your brother-in-law Giles Walter, (hewed me this morning a 
^ map printed at Paris, dedicated to one M. Hakluyt, an Lnglilh gentleman, 
wherein all the Weft Indies, the kingdom of New Mexico, and the countries ol 
Canada, HocheJaga, and Saguenay are contained. I hold that die river of Canada, 
which is deforibed in that map, is not marked as it is in my book, whichds agreeable 
to the book of Jaques Cartier : and that the faid chart doth not mark or fet down The 
Great Lake, which is above the faults, according as die favages have advertiled us, 
which dwell at the faid faults. In the forefaid chart, which you lent me hither, the 
Great Lake is placed too much toward the north. The faults or falls of the river ([and 
in 44 degrees 0/ latitude : it is not fo hard a matter to pafa them, "as it is .thought. 
The water fiftieth not down from any high place, it is nothing elfe but that ii/yie Audit 
of the river there is bad ground. It were bell to build boats above tlw ftUtiu ; and it 
is eafy to march or travel by land to the ei|d of the three faults : it is not above five 
leagues journey. . I have been upon the top of a mountain, which at the foot of the 
faults, where I have feen the faid river beyond the faid faults, $hich /hcwed unto n-s. 
toTbe»broader tSan it was where we palled it. • The people ojfthe counter? 
that there are ten days journey from die faults unto this greaLjtake. We know!not 
how many leagues’thejimake to a day’s journey. M 1 
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you more at large, becaufe the meffenger cart Hay no longer. Here therefore for the 
prcfent 1 will end, faluting you with trty hearty commendations, praying God to give 
you your heart’s defire. From S. Malo in hafte this 19th day of June 1587. 

i Your loving friend, 

Jaques Noel. 

• 

Coufm I pray you do me fo much pleafure as to fend me a book of the difcovery of 
New Mexico, and one of thofe new maps of the Weft Indies dedicated to M. Hakluyt 
the Englifh gentleman, which you fent to your brother in law Giles Walter. I will not 
fail to inform myfelf, if there be any mean to find out thofe deferiptions which Captain 
Cartier made alter his two laft voyages into Canada. 


tjnderncath the aforefaid imperfeft Relation that which followcih it written in another 
Letter fent to M.John Growte, Student in Paris, from Jaques Noel of S. Malo, the 
Grand Nephew of Jaques Cartier. 

T CAN write nothing elfe unto you of any thing that I can recover ot the writings 
of Captain Jaqtics Cartier, my uncle, deceafed, although I have made fearch* in all 
places that I polfibly could in this town : faving of a certain book made in manner of a 
iea-chart, which was drawn by the hand of my laid uncle, which is in the pofleflion of 
Mailer Cremeur, which book is palling well marked and drawn for all the river of 
Canada, whereof I am well allured, becaufe I myfelf have knowledge thereof, as far 
as to the faults, where I have been. The height of which fault is in] 44 degrees. 
I found in the faid chart, beyond the place where the river is divided in twain in the midft 
of both the branches of the faid river, fomewhat neareft that arm which runneth toward 
the N. W. thefe words following, written in the hand of Jaques Cartier. 

“ By the people of Canada and Hochelaga it was faid, that here is the land of Sague¬ 
nay, which is rich and wealthy in precious Hones.” 

And about an hundred leagues under the fame, I found written thefe two lines fol¬ 
lowing in the faid card, inclining toward the S. W.: “ Here in this country are cinna¬ 
mon. and cloves, which they call in their language Canodeta,” 

Touching the effeft of my book, whereof I fpake unto you, it* is made after the 
manner of a fea-chart, which I have delivered unto nry two fons Michael and John, 
which at this prefent are in Canada. If at their return, which will be, God willing, 
about Magdalene-tide, they have learned any new thing worthy the writing, I will not 
foil to advertife you thereof. Your loving friend, 

Jaques Noel. 


Here followeth the Courfe from Belle IJle', Carpont, and the Grand Bay in Newfoundland 
up the river of Canada, for the fpace of 230 leagues , ohferved by John Alpbonfe of 
XanRoi^ne^ehiefpilot to Monfieur Roberval , 1542. 

T 5 ELI.ES Iflesarein 51 degrees and 40 rain.;, Belles Illes and Carpont are N.N.W. 

and S. S. E. and they are ten leagues diftant. Carpont is in 52 deg. Carpont and 
yBelle Me fronj the Grand Bay are N.E. and S.W. and the diftance from Belle Ifle to the 
Grand Bay is feven leagues. The mi'dft of the Grand Bay is in 52 deg. and a half, 
and on the north fide*hereof there i6 a rock: half a league from the ifie, over againft 
Carpont, toward* the ealt,~ there is a fmall fiat ifland, and on the fide toward the N. E. 

8 there 
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there is a flat rocjk. And when thou comeft out of the harbour of Carport* thou muft 
leave this rock on the ftarboard fide, and alfo»on the larboard fide there are two or 
three fmall ides: and when thou comeft out of the N. E. fide, ranging albng the fhore 
toward the weft, about two pikes length in the midway, there is a Ihoal which lyeth 
on the ffar&oard fide: and fail there by the north coaft, and leave two parts of the 
Graft Bay towards the fouth, becaule there is a. rock which runneth two or'thrSe* 
leagues into the fea. 

And when thou art come athwart the haven of Butes, run along the north fhore 
about one league or an half off, for the coaft is without all danger: Belle lfle in the 
mouth of the Grand Bay, and the Ifles of Blanc Sablon, which are within the Grand 
Bay, near unlo the north fhore, lie N. E., W., and S. W. and the diftance is 30 leagues. 
The Grand Bay at the entrance is but feven leagues broad from land to land, until it 
come over againft the Bay des Chafteaux, and from thence forward it hath not paft 
five leagues in breadth, and againft Blanc Sablon it is eight leagues broad from land to 
land. And the land on the fouth fhore is all low land along the fea coaft: the north 
fhore is reaftmable high land. Blanc Sablon is in <;1 deg. 40 min. 

The Ifles of Blanc Sablon and the Ifles de la Damoifelie are N. E. W S. W. and take 
a littfebf the W.S.W. and they are diftant 36 leagues. Thefe ifles are in 50 deg, 
45 inin. and there is a good haven, and you may enter by an high cape which lyeth 
along toward the N.E. and within the diitance of a pike and a half, becaufe of a rock 
which lyeth on your larboard fide, and you may anchor in 10 fathom water over againft 
a little nook: and from the great headland unto the place where tfiou doft anchor there 
is not above the length of two cables. And if thou wouldft go out by the weft fide, 
thou muff fail near the ifle by the ftarboard, and give room unto the file upon the lar¬ 
board at the coming forth, and when thou art not paft a cable’s length out thou muft 
fail hard by the ifles on the larboard fide, by reafon of a funken flat that lyeth on the/ 
ftarboard, and thence fluit fail fo on to the S. S. W. until thou come in fight of a rock 
whidi fh 'elh, which is about half a league in the fea diftant from the ifles, and thou 
fhai: it on tiit- larboard, (and from the Ifles of Damoifelie unto Newfoundland, 

the i'm ■. ..of m oiv.idth above 36 leagues, becaufe that Newfoundland even unto Cape,, 
Briti • unneth not but N N. E. andS S.W.) 

Between the llks of de la Damoifelie and the Ifles of Blanc Sablon, there be many 
ifEs and good harbours; and on this coaft there are faulcons and hawks, and certain 
f».uls whch feern to be phtafants. The Ifles de la Damoifelie and Cape Tienot are 
N. E. and S. S.W. and take a little of the N.E. and S.W. and they are diftant 18 
leagues. Cape Tienot is in 50 deg. 15 min. and there the fea is broadeft. » And it may 
be to the end of Newfoundland, which is at ihe entrance of Cape Briton, 70 leagues, 
which is the greateft breadth of this fea. And there are fix or feven ifles, between the 
Ifles de la Damoifelie, and Cape,Xienot. 

Cape Tienot hath in the fca five or fix leagues diftant from it, a funken ifland, 
dangerous for % fhips. The Cape Tienot and the mid ft of the Ifland of Afcenfion are 
N. E. and S. S. W. and they are 2 a leagues diftant; the midft of the Ifland pf Aicen- 
fion is in 49 deg^ and a half. The laid ifie lyeth N. W. and S. E., .elMfffttW. end is 
in 50 deg. of latitude, and the S.E. end ^is in. 48 deg. and a half, and ,is about 25 
leagues long, and four or five leagues* broad: and from the N. W. end of the ifle unto 
the firm land of the north fide the fea is not above feven leagues bnad, and unto the 
firm .land on the fouth fide are about 1 5 leagues. Cape Tienot and tn£ Ifle of Afcefi- 
fion toward the.S. E. are N. E. and S.W,.and are diftant 30 leagues. 


The 
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Thedlaid Cape of Tienot and the N.W. end of the Iffo of- Afcenfipn are eait an^’ 
weft, and take a little of the N.E. and S.W. and they are ftillant 34 leagues. * ■-/ 

The Ifle of Afcenfion is a o ; goodly jfle, and a good champaigne land, without ai|y.: 
hills, ftandingaall upon white rocka and alahafter, all covered with trees unto the.flfc 
Ihore, and there argali forts of trees as there be in France, and there be wild ‘beafts, 
as bears.* luferns, porkefpicks. And from the S. E, end of the Ifte of AfcenfiOnlfchto 
the entrance of Cape Briton is but 50 leagues. The N.W. end of the ifle and the Cape 
des Monts noftre Dame, which is on the main land towards the fouth, are N.E. and 
W. S # .W., and the diftance between them is 15 leagues,. The Cape is in 49 degrees, 
which is- a very high land. The Cdpe and end of the Ifle of Afcenfion towards the S.E. 
areE. and W. and there is 15 leagues diftance between them. 

The Bay of Molues or Gafpay is in 48 degrees, and the coal! lyeth north and fouth, 
and taketh a quarter of the N. E. and S. W. unto the Bay of I ieate: and there are three 
ifles, one great one and two final!: from the Bay of Hcate, until you pafs die Monts 
noftre Dame all the land is high and good ground, all covered with trees. Ognedoc 
is a good bay and lyeth N. N. W. and S. S. E. and it is" a good 1 '.arbour : and you inuft 
failalong the Ihore on the north lide, by reafon of the low point at the entrance thereof, 
and when you are paft the point bring yourfelf to an anchor in 15 or 20 fathoms of 
water toward-the fouth Ihore; and here within this haven tire two rivers, one which 
goeth toward the N. W. and the other to the S.W. 

And on this coaft therg is great hilling for cods and other filh, where there is more 
ftore than is in Newfoundland, and better filh. And here is great /lore of river fowl, 
as mallards, wild geefe and others: and hero arc all forts of frees, role-trees, raiberries, 
filbert-trees, apple-trees, pear-trees, and it is'hotter here in fmnmer than in France. 

The Ifle of Afcenfion, and the Seven Ifles which lie on the north Ihore lie S. E. and 
W. N.W. and are diftant 24 leagues. The cape of Ognedoc and the Seven Ifles are 
N.N.W. and S. S. E. and are diftant 35 leagues. The Cape of Monts noftre Dame 
and the .Seven Wands are north and fouth, and the cut over from one to the oth ; is 
35 leagues: and this is the breadth of this fea, and from thence upward it begiimeth 
# to wax narrower and narrower. The Seven Iflands are in 50 degrees and a half. The 
Seven Wands and the Point of Ongcar lie N.E. and S. W., and the diftance between 
them is 11; leagues, and between them* are certain fmall iflands. And the Point of 
Ongear and the Mountains noftre Dame, which are on the fa: (it fide of the entrance 
of the river, are north and fouth ; and the cut oyer from the one to the other, is ten 
leagues; and this is here the breadth of the fea. The Point of Ongear and the-River 
of Caen lie eaft and well, and they are diftant 1 afteagues. Aod*a!l theca:;it from the 
Ifle of Afcenfion hither is very good ground," wherein grow all juris of trees that are in 
prance, and fome fruits. The Point of Ongear is 49 deg. and 15 min. And the River 
of Caen and-the We of Raquellc lie N. E. and S.W. and they are diftant 12 leagues. 
The Ifle-of Raquelle is in 48 deg. and 40 min. In this rivet of Caen there is great 
ftore ;of filh; and here the lea is not "paft eight leagues broad. , , 

The Ilje o£'Raquelle is a very low ifle, which is near unto the fouth Ihore, hard by a 
high cape* tuck is called the Cape of Marble: there is no danger thereat all, and 
between Raquelle and the Cape of Marble Ibips may. pafs: and there is not from the 
ifle to the fouth Ihore above one league, and from the ifle to the north Ihore about four 
leagues. The Hie of Raquelle and the entrance of Saguenay are N.E. and W.S.W, 
ahdare diftant 14 leagues, and there are bet ween them two fmall iflands near the north 
Ihore, The entrance ^Saguenay is in 48 deg. and 20 min, and the entrance hath not 

5 " P aft 
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paft a quarter of a kague in breadth, and it is dangerous toward the S. W., and two or . 
tnree leagues within the entrance it beginneth to*wax wider and wider, and it feemeth 
to be as it were an arm of the fea: and l think that the fame runneth into* the fea of 
Cathxy, for it fendeth forth there a great current, and there doth run in that place a 
terrible rate or tide. And here the river front the north fhore to the fouth {hare is not 
paft four leagues in breadth, and it is a dangerous paflage between both the lands," be-' 
caufc there lie banks of rocks in the river. 

* The Ifle of Raquelle and the Ifle of Hares lie N. E. and S. W. and take a quarter of 
the eaft and weft, and they are diftant 18 leagues. The entrance of Saguenay and the 
Ifle of Hares lie N,N. E. and S. S.W. and are diftant five leagues. The entrance of 
Saguenay and tfce Ifle of Raquelle, are N.N.W. and S. S.W. and are diftant three 
leagues. The Ifle of Hares is in 48 deg. 4 min. From the,mountains of Noftre Dame 
unto Canada and unto Hochelaga, ail the land on the fouth coaft is fair, a low land and 
goodly champaigne, all covered with trees unto the bank of the river. And the land 
on the north fide is higher, and in fome places there are high mountains. And from 
the Ifle of Hares unto the Ifle of* Orleans the river is not paft four or five leagues 
broad. Between the Ifle of Hares and the high land on the north fide, the fea is not 
paft a league and a half broad, and it is very deep, for it is above 100 fathoms deep in 
the midft. To the eaft of the Ifle of Hares there are two or three fmall ifles and rocks. 
And from hence to the Ifle of Filberts, all is nothing but rocks and ifles on the fouth 
fhore: and towards the north the fea is fair and deep. The Me of Hares and the Ifle 
of Filberts lie N. E., W., and S. W., and they are diftant 12 leagues. And you muft 
always run along the high land on the north fhore, for on the other fhore there is nothing 
but rocks,: and you muft pafs by the fide of the Ifle of Filberts, and the river there is 
not paft a quarter of a league broad, and you muft fail in the midft of the channel, and 
in the midft runneth the heft paflage either at an high or low water, becaufe the fea 
runneth there ftrongly, and there are great dangers of rocks, and you had need of 
good anchor and cable. The Me of Filberts is a final! ifle, about one league long, and 
half a league broad, but they are all banks of fand. The Me of Filberts Hands in 47 
deg. 45 min. The Me of Filberts and the Ifle of Orleans lie N. E. and S.W. and they 
s are diftant ten leagues, and thou muft pafs by the high land on the north fide, about 
a quarter of a league, becaufe that in the midft of the river there is nothing but fhoals 
and rocks. And when thou fhalt be over againft a round cape, thou muft take over 
to the fouth fhore S. W. 4 S. and thou fhalt fail in five, fix, and feven fathoms: and 
there the river of Canada beginneth to be frefh, and the fait water endeth. And when 
thou fhalt be athwart the'point of the Me of Orleans, where the river beginneth to be 
frefh, thou fhalt fail in the 'midft of the river, and thou‘fhalt leave the ifle on the (lar¬ 
board, which is on the right hand: and here the river is not paft a quarter of a league 
broad, and hath ao and 30 fathoms water. And toward the fouth fhore there is a ledge 
of ifles all covered with trees, and they end ove? againft the point of the Ifle of Orleans. 
And the point of the Ifle of Orleans toward the N.E. is in 47 deg. ao min. And the 
Me of Orleans is a fair ifle, all covered with trees even unto the river fide: aqd ft is 
about five leagues long and a league and a half broad. And on the nosthfikye there 
is another river. Which falleth into the main river at the end of the ifland: and fhips 
may very well pafs there. From the mfdft of the ifle unto Canada the river runneth 
weft, and from the place of Canada unto France-Roy the river runneth W. S. W. 
and from the weft end of the ifle to Canada is* but one league, and untft Rrance-Roy 
four leagues. And when thou art come to the end of the ifle, J^pu fhalt fee,, a great 
. vol. xn. 4 r * rivet 
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river which falleth 15 or 20 fathoms down from a rock, and maketh a terrible noife. 
The fort of France-Roy is in 47 deg, 10 min. 

The extenfion of all thefe lands, upon juft occafion is called New France: for it is 
91s good and as temperate as France, and in the fame latitude.. And the reafon vfh^re- 
fore it is colder in the winter is, becaufe the frefli river is naturally more cold than the 
Tea ; and it is alfo broad and deep : and in fome places it is hall a league and above in 
breadth : and alfo becaufe the land is not tilled, nor full of people; and is all full of 
woods, which is the caufe of cold, becaufe there is not ftore of fire nor cattle. And the 
fun hath its meridian as high as the meridian at Rochel, and it is noon here, when the 
fun is at S. S. W. at Rochel. And here the north ftar by the compafs ftandelh 
N. N. E. And when at Rochel it is noon, it is but half an 'hq-ir pall nine at 
France-Roy. 

From the faid place unto the ocean fea and the coaft of New France, is not above 
50 leagues diftance, and from the entrance of Norumbega unto Florida are 300 leagues : 
and from this place of France-Roy to Hochelaga, are about 80 leagues, and unto 
the Ifle of Rafus 30 leagues. And I doubt not but Norumbega entereth into the 
river of Canada, and unto the fea of Saguenay. And from the fort of France-Roy 
until a man come forth of the Grand Bay is not above 230 leagues ; and th‘e courfe is 
N. E. and W. S. W. not above five degrees and 20 min. difference, and reckon 16 
leagues and a half to a degree. 

By the nature of the climate the lands towards Hochelaga are ftill better and better, 
and more fruitful; ‘and this land is fit for figs and pears; and I think that gold and filver 
will be found here, according as the people of the country lay. Thefe lands lie over 
againft Tartary, and I doubt not but they ftretch toward Alia, according to the round- 
nefc of the world. And therefore it were good to have a fmall {hip of 70 tons to dif- 
cover the coaft of New France on the back fide of Florida: for 1 have been at a bay as 
far as 42 degrees between Norumbega and Florida, and I have not fearched the end 
thereof, and I know not whether it pafs through. And in all thefe countries there 
are oaks, and bortz, afhes, elms, arables, trees of life, pines, pruffe trees, cedars, great 
walnut trees, and wild nuts, hazel trees, wild pear trees, wild grapes, and there have 
been found red plums. And very fair corn groweth there, and peafon grow of their 
own accord, goofeberries and ftrawberries. And there are gopdly forefts wherein 
men may hunt. And there are great ftore of flags, deer, porkepicks, and the favages 
lay there be unicorns. Fowl there are in abundance, as buftards, wild geefe, cranes, 
turtle doves, ravens, crows, and many other birds. All things which are fown there 
are not paft two or three days in coming up out of the ground. I have told in one ear 
of corn 120 grains, like the corn of France. And you need not to fow your wheat 
until March, and it will be ripe in the midft of Auguft. The waters are better and 
perfe&er than in France, and if the country were tilled and replenifhed with people, it 
would be as hot as Rochel. And the reafon why it fnoweth oftener there than in 
France is, becaufe it raineth there but feldom; for the rain is converted into fnows. 

All thing6 above mentioned are true. 

Joh^Alpijonfe made this voyage with Monfieur RobervaL 
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The Voyage of John f ranch de la Roche , knighf, lord of Roberval, to the % Countries of 

Canada, Saguenay , and Hochelaga, with three tall Ships , and two hundred Perfons , 

bSth Men, Women, and Children, begun in April 1542. Inw^ich Parts he remained 

the fame Summer, and all the next Winter. • •. 

CIR John Francis de la Roche, knight, lord of Roberval, appointed by the King aa 
° Tiis lieutenant-general in the countries of Canada,Saguenay and Hochelaga,furnuhed 
three tall Ihips chiefly at the King’s coft, and having in his fleet 200 perfons as well men 
as women, accompanied with divers gentlemen of quality, as namely, with Monfieur 
Saine-terre his lieutenant, PEfpiney his enfign, Captain Guinecourt, Monfieur Noir 
Fontaine, Dieu Lamont, Frote, la Brofle, Francis de Mire* la Salle, and Royeze, and 
John Alphonfe of Xan&oigne, an excellent pilot, fet fail from Rochel, the 16th of 
April 1542. The fame day about noon, we came athwart of Chef de Boys, where 
we were enforced to flay the night following. On Monday the 17th of the faid 
month we* departed from Chef de Boys. The wind ferved us notably for a time, 
but within few days it came quite contrary, which hindered our journey for a long 
fpace, fot we were luddenly enforced to turn back, and to feek harbour in Belle Ifle 
on the coaft of Bretaigne, where we ftaid fo long and had fuch contrary weather by 
the way, that we could not reach Newfoundland until the 7th of June. 

The 8th of this month we entered into the Road of Saint John, where we found 
17 (hips of filhers. While we made fomewhat long abode here, Jaques Carthier 
and his company returning from Canada, whither he was fent with five fails the year 
before, arrived in the very fame harbour. Who after he had done his duty to our 
general, told him that he had brought certain diamonds, and a quantity of gold ore, which 
was found in the country. Which ore the Sunday next enfuing was tried in a Furnace, 
and found to be good. 

Furthermore he informed our general that he could not with his fmall company 
withitand the favages, which went about daily to annoy him, and this was the caiife 
of his return into France, Nevcrthelefs he and his company commended the country 
to be ypry rich and fruitful. But when our general being furmlhed with fufficient 
forces, commanded him to go back again with him, he and his company, moved as it 
feemed with ambition, becaufe they would have all the glory of the difcovery of tfiofe 
parts themfelves, hole privily away the next night from us, and without taking their 
leaves departed home for Bretaigne. 

We fpent the greateft part of June in rhe harbour of Saint John, partly in furnifli- 
ing ourlelves with frefh water, whereof we Hood in very great need by the way, and 
partly in compofing and taking up a quarrel between ibme of our countrymen and 
certain Portugal®. At length.about the lafl of rhe aforefaid month, we departed hence, 
and entered into the Grand Bay, and palled by the Ifle of Afcenfion, and finally ar¬ 
rived four leagues weftward of the Ifle of Orleans. In this place we found a convenient 
harbour for our Shipping, where we ca/l anchor, went alhore with our peoplg, and 
chofeouta convenient place to fortify ourlelves in, fit to command the maiif rnter, and 
of ftrong fituation again!! all invafion of enemies. Thus toward the end of July, we 
brought our victuals and other niujiitiontfand provifions un ihore,%and began to travail 
in fortifying ourfelves. 
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Of the Fort of France-Roy, and that which was done there. 

Having deferibed the beginning, the mid ft, and the end of the voyage made by 
Monfieur Roberval in countries of Canada, Hochelaga, Saguenay, and ffther 
eftuntries in the weft parTs': he failed fo far (as is declared in other books) that he 
arrived in the faid country accompanied with 200 perfons, foldiers, mariners, and com¬ 
mon people, with all furniture neceflltry for a fleet. The faid general at his firfl arrival 
built a rail* fort, near and fomewhat weft ward above Canada, which is very beautiful 
to behold, and of great force, fituated upon an high mountain, wherein there were 
two courts of buildings, a great tower, and another of 40 or 50 feet long, wherein 
there were divers chambers, an hall, a kitchen, houfes of office, cellars high and low, 
and near unto it were an oven and mills, and a ftove to warm men in, and a well before 
the houfe. And the building was fituated upon the great river of Canada, called 
France Prime, by Monfieur Roberval. There was alfo at the foot of the mountain 
another lodging, part whereof was a great tower of two* ftories high, tw <5 courts of 
good building, where at the firft all our victuals, and whatsoever was brought with us 
was fent to bekept: and near unto that tower there is another final! river, in thefe two 
places above and beneath, all the meaner fort was lodged. 

And in the month of Auguft, and in the beginning of September, every man was 
occupied in fuch work as each one was able to do. But the 14th of September our 
aforefaid general fent back into France two fliips which had brought his furniture, and 
he appointed for admiral Monfieur de Saine-terre, and the other captairt was Monfieur 
Guinecourt, to carry news unto the King* and to come back again unto him the year 
next enfuing, fumifhed with vi&uals and other things, as it fhould pleafe the King: and 
alfo to bring news out of France how the King accepted certain diamonds which were 
fent him, and were found in this country. 

After thefe two fliips were departed, confideration was had how they fhould do, and 
how they might pafsout the winter in this place. Firft they took a view of the victuals, 
and it was found that they fell out fhort: and they were feanted fo that in each mefs 
they had but two loaves weighing a pound a*piece, and half a pound of beef. They 
ate bacon at dinner with half a pound of butter : and beef at fupper, and about twe 
handfuls of beans without butter. '• 

On the Wednefday, Friday, and Saturday they did eat dry cod, and fometimes 
they did eat it green at dinner with butter, and they ate of porpoifes and beans at 
fupper. , 

About that time the favages brought us great ftore of alofes, which is a fifh fome¬ 
what red like a Salmon, to get knives and other fmall trifles for them. 

In the end many of our people fell fick of a certain difeafe in their legs, reins, 
and ftomach, fo that they feemed to be deprived of all their limbs, and there died 
thereof about fifty. 

Note, that the ice began to break up in April. 

Mphfieur Roberval ufed very goodjuttice, and puniflied every man according to his 
offence^ One whofe name was Michael Gaillon, was hanged fo f bis theft. John of 
Hafites fvas laid in irons, and kept prifoner for his offence, and others alfo were put 
in irons, and divers were whipped, as well men as women: by which means they lived 
in quiet. 


The 
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The Manners of tjsc Savages. 

To declare unto you the ftate of the {svages, they are people of a gdodly ftature, 
amSwell made, they are very white, b^t-they are all naked; and if they were apparelled 
as the French are, they would be as white and as fair , {mi'they, paint themfelves for 
fear of heat and fun-burning. » , . *,. 

. Inftead of apparel they wear (kins upon them like mantles } and they have a ftnall 
pair of breaches, wherewith they '-over their privities, as well men as women. They 
have hofen and fhoes of leather ex^llently made: and they have no fhirts, neither 
cover they the h^ad, but their hair is imflcd up above the crown of their heads, and 
plaited or biased. Touching their victuals, they eat good meat, but all unfalted, 
but they dry it, and afterwards they broil it, as well fiih as jHefh. They have no certain 
dwelling place, and they go from place to place, as they think they may belt find 
food, as aides m one place, and other fifh, falmons, fturgeons, mullets, furmttllets, barz, 
carps, eels, pimpermeaux, and other ft efh water fifh, and ftore of porpoifes. They 
feed alfo of -flags, wild boars, bugles, porkefpines, and ftore of other wild Jbeafts. And 
there is as great ftore of fowls as they can defire. 

Touching their bread they make very good : and it is of great mill; and they live 
very .well : for they take care for nothing elfe. 

They diink fcal oil. but this is at their great fealts. 

They have a king in every country, and are wonderfuf obedient unto him : and they 
do him honour according to their manner and -fafhion. And vChen they travel from 
place to place, they carry all their goods with them in their boats. 

The w'omen nurfe their children with the breafl, and 1 ’ they fit continually, and are 
wrapped about the bellies with {kins of fur. 


The Voyage of Monfieur Robcrval from his Fort in Canada unto Saguenay , 

the $tb June , 1543. 

Monfieur Roberval, the King’s licutenanft-gcneral in the countries of Canada, 
Saguenay and llochelaga, departed toward the faid province of Saguenay, on die 
Tuefday the 5th day of June 1543, after fupper: and he with all his furniture was 
embarked to make the faid voyage. But upon a certain occafiqn they lay in the road 
over againft the place before-mentioned : but on the Wednefday about fix of the 
clock in the morning they fet fail, and failed againfl the flream, in which voyage their 
whole furniture was of eight barks, as well great as fmall, and to, the number of three 
fcore and ten perfdns, with the aforefaid general. \ 

The general left behind him in the aforefaid place and fort, 30 perfons to remain 
there until his return from Saguenay, which he appointed to be the firft of July, or elfe 
they fhould return into France. And he left there behind hiimbut two barks to Carry 
the faid 30 perfons, and the furniture which was there, while he ftaid ftill in\he 
country. • , ' t ‘ 

And for effe&uating hereof, he left as his lieutenant a gentleman teamed, Monfieui 
de Royeze, to w*hom he gave commiffion, and charged all men to otjdy him/ Sind to be 
at the commandment of'the faid lieutenant. * ,3 ’ * <* 

The victuals which were left for their maintenance until the faid'firft day'of July, wer£ 
received by the faid lieutenant Royeze. 
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